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Annex One
Hydrological Regime of the Nile Basin
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TR e [TV IN THE NILE BASIN|

Mean annual flow of the Nite and main tributaries ypstream of Lake Nasser
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Annex Two
2014 Joint Statement by the
Arab Republic of Egypt and the
Federal Democtatic Republic of Ethiopia
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Joint Statement

By the Arab Republic of Egypt
and the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

The President of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Prime Minister of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, met on June 26 2014 in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea, on
the margins of the 23rd African Union Summit, to set the foundation for a new chapter of
enhanced bilateral relations and regional cooperation,

Stemming from the historical ties and cultural heritage that bonds our nations, and the

River Nile that unites our destiriy and grants life to our peoples, both leaders reaffirmed

their commitment to enhance their bilateral relations based on the principles of

cooperation, mutual respect, good neighborhood, respect of international law, and
- ) achieving common interests. i
Mindful of the enormous opportunities and potentials of working together, and the need
to capitalize on both countries resources in order to maximize common benefits, they
agreed to start the preparatory work for the Bilateral Joint commission with the objective
of conducting it in a period of three months.

Cognizant of the rising demand of the peoples of Egypt and Ethiopia on their shared
‘ transboundary natural resources, and the significance of the River Nile as the primary
source of water for the livelihood of the Egyptian people, and the fieed of the Ethiopian
People developmental needs, they agreed on the following on their water Uses;

1. To resort to the prmctples of dialogue, cooperation, mutual accommodation, as the
best means to fulfill win win situations and avoid adverse effects to each other;
‘ 2. To give adequale priority to regional water resources development projects in order to
meet the rising demand on water and mitigate water shortages;
To respect the principles of international law. .
‘ 4. To immediately resume their participation in the trilateral techmcal committee
regarding the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam Project (GERD), with the
| participation of Sudan, in order to implement the recommendations of the
International Panel of Experts (IPOE), and to respect the outcomes of the joint
technical studies recommended in the (IPOE) Final Report throughout the
J implementation phases of the project.
S. The government of Ethiopia will avoid any potential adverse effects of the GERD on
the water uses of Egypt.
’ 6. The government of Egypt is committed to a constructive dialogue with Ethiopia that
takes into account the developmental needs and aspirations of the Ethiopian people.
7. Both countries are committed, in the context of the existing trilateral dialogue, to
‘ undertake their work in good faith by consensus.

W
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Both leaders also decided to establish a high level Committee, under their direct
supervision, to address all dimensions of relations in the pelitical, economic, social and
security fields. on both bilateral and regional levels.

Leaders of both countries agreed to implement this joint statement immediately in good
faithvand a spirit of cooperation,
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Annex Three
2015 Agreement on Declaration of Principles
on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam Project
(GERDP)
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Agreement on Declaration of Principles between
The Arab Republic of Egypt,

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
And
The Republic of the Sudan
On The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam Project (GERDP)

Preamble

. Mindful of the rising demand of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the Republic of Sudan on their transboundary
wate.r‘ resources, and c;ngnizant of the significance of the River Nile as the source
of livelihood and the significant resource to the development of the people of
Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan, the three countries have committed to }hc following
principles on the GERD: |

L Principle of Cooperation

. To cooperate based on common understanding, mutual benefit, good faith,

win-win, and principles of intemational law.

] To cooperate in understanding upstream and downstream water needs iy its

various aspects,
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11. Principle of Development, Regional Inteeration

and Sustainabiuw

The purpose of GERD is for power generation, 10 contribute 10 economic
development, promotion of transboundary cooperation and regional

integration through generation of sustainable and relisble clean energy

supply.

ITI. Principle Not to Cause Significant Harm

« The three countries shall take all appropriate measures to prevent the
causing of significant harm in utilizing the Blue/Main Nile.

o Where significant harm nevertheless is caused to one of the countries, the
state whose use causes such harm shall, in the absence of agreement 1o
such use, take all appropriate measures in consultations with the affected
state to eliminate or mitigate such harm and, where appropriate, to discuss

the question of compensation.

IV. Principle of Equitable and Reasonable Utilization

¢ The three countries shall utilize their shared water resources in their
respective rerritories in an equitable and reasonable manner.

* In ensuring their equitable and reasonable utilization, the three countries
will take into account all the relevant guiding factors listed below, but not
Iimited to the following outlined:

a. Geographic, hydrographic, hydrological, climatic, ecological and other

factors of & natural character;
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b. The social and economic needs of the Basin States concemed;

| - ¢, The population dependent on the water resources in each Basin State;

d. The effects of the use or uses of the water resources in one
Basin State on other Basin States;

e. Existing and potential uses of the water resources;

: f. Conéervation, protection, development and economy of use of the water
resources and the costs of measures taken to that effect; |

8. The availability of alternatives, of comparable value, 10 a particular
planned or existing use; ' i

h. The contribution of each Basin State to the waters of the Nile River “l
system, |

i. The extent and praportion of the drainage area in the territory of each
Basin State,

V. Principle to Cooperate on the First Filling and Operation of the
: Dam |

* To implement the recommendations of the International Panel of Experts

(IPOE), respect the final outcomes of the Tripartite National Committee
(TNC) Final Report on the joint studies recommended in the IPOE Final
Report throughout the different phases of the project.

» The three countries, in the spirit of cooperation, will utilize the final |
outcomes of the joint studies, o be conducted as per the recommendations
of the IPoE Repoit and agreed upon by the TNC, 10:-

a) Agree on guidelines and rules on the first filling of GERD which shall

cover all different scenarios, in parallel with the construction of
GERD. '

PR L&

i
|
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b) Agree on guidelines and rules for the annual operation of GERD,
which the owner of the dam may adjust from time to time.

c) Inform the downstream countries of any unforeseen or urgent
circumstances requiring adjustments in the operation of GERD.

e To sustain cooperation and coordination on the annual operation of GERD
with downstream reservoirs, the three countries, through the line
ministries responsible for water, shall set up an appropriate coordination
mechanism among them. o

o The tme line for conducting the above mentioned process shall be 15

months fram the inception of the two studies recommended by the IPOE.

V1. Principle of Confidence B ldln

e Priority will be given to downstream countries to purchase power
generated from GERD.

VII. Principle of Exchange of Information and Data

Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan shall provide data and information needed for

the conduct of the TNC joint studies in good faith and in a timely manner.

VIIL. Principle of Dam Safety

The three countries appreciate the efforts undertaken thus far by Ethiopia in
implementing the IPoE recommendatians pertinent 1o the GERD safety,
Ethiopia shail in good faith continue the full implementation of the Dam

saferv recommendations as per the [PoE repont.

4
——— T -, ;
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IX. Principle of Sovereignty and Territorial Integrity

The three countries shall cooperate on the basis of sovereign equality,

territorial integrity, mutual benefit and good faith in order to attain optimal

utilization and adequate protection of the River.

X, Principle of Peaceful Settlement of Disputes .

¢ The Three countries will settle disputes, arising out of the interpretation or

implementation of this agreement, amicably through consultation or

negotiation in accordance with the principle of good faith, If the Parties

are unable to resolve the dispute through consultation or negotiation, they
may jointly request for conciliation, mediation or refer the matter for the

consideration of the Heads of State/Head of Government,

This agreement on Declaration of Principles is signed in Khartoum, Sudan,
on Monday the 23" of March 2015, by the Arab Republic of Egypt, The
Federal Democratic Republic.of Ethiopia, and the Republic of Sudan.

For the Far the . For the
Arab Republic of Egypt: Federal Democratic Republic  Republic of the Sud
f Ethiopia:
e\ Yy 0 ) |
e DAL B S
- \ -~ . " i
Abdel Fattah El Sisi Hailemariam Desalegn Omer Hassan A. Elbz

President of the Republic. Prime Minister of the Republic. President of the Repu

21-08018 39/87



S/2021/565

Annex Four
Letter dated 19 December 2017 to
H.E. Dt. Mohamed Abd Elaty, Minister of Water
Resources and Irrigation of Egypt from
H.E. Dr. Eng. Seleshi Bekele,
Minister of Water, Itrigation & Electricity of Ethiopia
on the Ethiopian Filling Plan of the GERD
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‘The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia et o L6 \\55 ‘
Ministry of Water, Irrigation & Electricity 78 Dec 2017 l

'E. Dr Mohamed Abd Elaty
Minister, Ministry of Water and Irrigation, Egypt 1
The Arab Republic of Egypt {
Cairo 4‘.

H.E. Amb. Mutaz Musa Abdalla Salim "
Minister, Ministry of Water Resources, Irrigation and Electricity
The Republic of Sudan
Khartoum

s

A
P
's -

[ would like to express my profound gratitude to Y:E. Dr Moh&med Abdl Atay’s hospltality that has been
accorded ta the Ethiopian delegation during the Mmlsterial meeting held in Cairo, Egypt during
November 11-12, 2017. Thank: you, Your Excellency for your leadership during this Extra Ordinary ‘

Excellencies, Dear Brothers

" meeting.

- \
| would also like to thank Y.E. Amb Mutaz for your offer ta- host the next Ministerial meeting , in the
sudan. Y.E., | would like to request if a specific date is dec[ded to convene the meeting. It is Ethlopla’s
firm believes that the meeting will help us to resolve the divergent points that were not concluded
during the [ast two meetings, As a:result; the TNC would also be able to proceed working with the |
consultants towards timely finalization of the studies,

Excellencies,

In the meantime, in the spirit of cooperatiof and brothertiood, I'would like to share with you an items |
clarification and one recommendation so-that we ‘accelerate our knowledge and infromation exchange. 6
These are explained as follows: '

A. Fllling plans and scenarios

g & v e,

TR \
. An.r Jve §

” WA 1, A -' &
Please Quote our Ref: No. When R' - E)‘ﬁy

ﬁA)a 011-6-61-11-11 L 4hh 011-6-61.08-85 77 k. 5744
Tel  011-6-63.72-22 Teletax.  011-6:61.07-10 l'.(lnu\‘ 5673
OL162-73-69

In line with the Declaration of Principles (DoP) of our heads of states, and ely information sharmg, "

21-08018
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We all understand that the dam filling is an important milestone which should be done with necessary
care not to cause significant harm to downstream, and at the same time already provide the henefit of
improved water management such as flood protection.

Ethiopia will fill the dam with due regards to the effects of the filling not to cause significant harm,

Accordingly, the latest filling plan is as follows:

1, The initial year the volume of filling to 560 masl is 4.5 BCM.

2." The second year filling is to maintain the minimum operating level (MOL) of the dam at 585
masl, the volume of filling to the MOL will reach to 18 BCM, i.e the filling retention is 13.5 BCM,
and is also dependent an the inflow condition.

3. The remaining subsequent phases of GERD filling will be to attain the reservoir until the water
level reaches to 633m (62 BCM). This part of the filling will be made based on inflow condition
with three scenarios of mean year, dry year or wet year flows, The retention volume between
18BCM (595 masl) and 62BCM (633 masl) will be filled in such a way that it takes 3 more years
under mean flow, 4 years under single dry yea'f condition, and to be decided under wet year
condition.

v Ay
Excellencies,
r 4

This filling plan, therefore, gives us minimum of five years ﬁ[!jf\%; period. | urge you to explain to your
respective constituiencies to avoid uncessary misunderst_ar{dings. What is currently communicated
through various media outlets are erroneous and create ur;necessary tension between our sisterly
Countries. Ethiopia never intended to fill the dam in one year or 3 years, but with all necessary cautions

as explained above. As a further precaution, the filling will be made during rainy seasons.
T,

3

B. Collaborative research

H.E Dr Mohamed Abd Elaty had also made suggestions that our major universities undertake
collaborative scientific research to continuously undertake and clear ambiguities related to technical
issues. Ethiopia is willing to establish necessary partnership for research collaborations:

It is our firm belief that such partnership will inform practicial sclence driven: recommednations on
future development options and identify win-win soultions for our countries

Excellencies, please accept the assurance of our highest consideration on this matter and look forward

Sincerely

Dr. Eng. Seleshi Bekale
Minister

¢ " 0
¥, Qora) nex® (o
‘.‘1:,:/{’% of l'.\““’be
\’-L‘“". Ivm)ﬂ\\\"“
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Annex Five
Outcome of the Second Nine-Party Meeting
of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Water and H
Heads of Intelligence of Egypt, Ethiopia and the Sudan
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Ou}tcomq of the Second Nine-Party Meeting
of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Water and Heads of Intelligence of Egypt, Ethiopia
i and the Sudan
|

—

In line with the directives of g'the leaders of Egypt, Ethiopia and the Sudan, the Second
Nine-Party Meeting of the Ministers}of Foreign Affairs, Water, and Heads of Intelligence of the
three countries met in Addis A%iaba, Ethiopia on May 15" 2018,

The Ministers reiterate | the commitment of the three countries to the Agteement on
Declaration of Principles on t] ¢ GERD signed in Khartoum in March 2015 so as to achieve its
object and purpose, and agreec on the following;

1 On Regularizing the Tripariite Summit of Egypt, Ethiopia and the Sudan:

The Ministers, on the basisfof the directives of the Heads of State and Government, and in
the spirit of their countries unity;as one to fulfill the aspirations of their people to live in
peace, security and prospe: ity; building on the cooperation between them, have confirmed
the convening of regular Summits of the three leaders every six months, on the basis of
rotation in their respective ¢ ipitals,

2. On the establishment 1 the Tipartite Infrastructure Fund:

The Ministers discussed on he best way forward to implement the directives of the Heads of
State and Government in S} arm E)-Sheikh to establish an Infrastructure Fund to provide for
Joint infrastructure and deve opment proposals in the three countrios.

The Ministers agreed to brir g together high officials from the three countries to work out the
most suitable modality for t:.e establishment of the Fund which shall be raised to the Heads
of State and Government thr mgh the line ministries.
The three countries h‘a\:lej\’ ac'céiated the kind invitation of Egypt to host the High Officials
meeting in Cairo on 3% — 4" 11y 2018,

/\,/‘ N ' i
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L

\

3. On the draft Inception Rep« rt:

The current Chairman of the TNC - as a sole exception from the TNC practice and Rules of
Procedure - will providg)_hﬂel Coi:nsultant with a compilation of queries and observations
regarding the draft Inceptii-n Report (according to the attached draft email), which has not
gained consensus within ths TNCj, and do not constitute any instructions to the Consultant,

and are for the provision of reply from the Congyltant.

- The Consultant will subryit within 3 weeks his written reply — which shall be in

accordgnce with the Con ract Agreement and Consultancy Services Agreement - on
these queries and observai ions. The Consultant’s written reply will be deliberated in the
context of & Ministerial INC meeting attended by the Consultant, and which will be
convened in Cairo one weet affer receiving the Consultant’s written reply. This Ministerial
TNC meeting will be held “ack 1o back with a Nine-Party meeting in Cairo on 18 - 19 June
2018, in the presence of the Consultant, to review the report of the TNC.

. On establishing a National Independent Scientific Research Study Group:

To establish a National Indepe: dent Scientific Research Study Group.of the three countries, as follows:

« The mandate of the Natiynal Independent Scientific Research Study Group is discussing
means of enhancing the avel of understanding and cooperation among the three countries
with regard to GERD, i cluding discussing and developing various scenarios related to
the filling and operation rules in accordance with the principle of equitable and
reasonable utilization 0f:shared water resources while taking all appropriate measures to
prevent the causingvof sivaificant harm,

- The National Independé; t Seicntific Research Study Group comprises 15 members, Each
country nominates 5 mem sers.

- The National Indepezlu'ieﬁxt Scientific Research Study Group shall hold 9 meetings, each
for three days, by rotatio: | according to the indicative attached schedule,

The Independent Group will s. bmit the oufcame of its deliberations within three months (by August
15"2018), for consideration of e Water Ministers who * Lreport to the Nine Party mechanism,

Signed in Addis Ababa, on i 5 May, 2018

M .
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National Iudei;& ident Scientific Research Study Group on GERD

e

‘Proposed Schodule of Meetings

Meetings
First Meeting
Second Meeting
~ Third Meeting
Fourth Meeting
_ Fifth Meeting
Sixth Meeting

~ Seventh Meeting

Ni

" Venue

Date

Cairo
Khartoum

Addis Ababa

Cairo

Khartoum

Cairo
Khartoum
Addis Abab

—

Addis Ababa

| 22-24May, 2018
29 - 31 May, 2018
| 11=13 June, 2018
25 - 27 June, 2018
3 -5 July, 2018
10-12 July, 2018
24 - 26 July, 2018
l6 — 8 August, 2018

13- 15 August, 2018/‘
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17.MAY. 2028 15:38

‘b,x:aftl Email to the Consultant

To: BRLi K ;

From: TNC Chaiy "

Dear Eng. Julien VERDON( °K, BRLi.

I'would like to inform you o " the following;

The three countries - as 4 s sle exception from the TNC practice and Rules of Procedure

- attach herewith a comyiilation of queries and ohservations concerning the draft

IR
X'

t o - )
Inception Report, which 2\ ngt gained consensus within the TNC, and do not constitute
any instructions to the C‘onsultant, and are for the provision of reply from the
Consultant.

* The TNC requests the Consultant to sybmit within 3 weeks (by June 5% 2018), his
written reply on these qu 'ries and observations. The Consuyltant's reply shall be in
accordance with the Con ract Agreement. The Consultant’s written reply will be
deliberated in the context Hf & Ministerial TNC meeting attended by the Consultant, and

‘.
v

which will be convened’in “airo one week after receiving the Consultant’s written reply,
This Ministerial TNC meetir.g will be held back to back with a Nine-Party meeting in Cairo
on 18 - 19 June 2018, in the iresence of the Consultant, to review the veport of the TNC.,

D¢ 2 .' ,;"q',
N

Best regards

7

21-08018
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17.MAY 2018 13:58 |

« Fart eArab Re ublic of ligypt,

Sameh Shoukry v
Minister of Foreign Affaigs: - '
<§q
Dr. Moha -Aty !
Minister et Resource s and hrrigation
A

(Gen. Abbass Mostafa Kame ] I
Chief of General Intelligenc Setvice i"

Lo

For the Federal Democratic Re ublic of Ethio ia

Dr. Workneh Gebeyehu :
Minister of Foreign Affq.l_rs. L ”77777’7/&

Dr. Seleshi Bekele

Minister of Water, Irrigatio | aud Electrici >
- f/.

Mr. Mulugeta Mekonnen . ,':’,

Deputy Director of NISS /

For the Re ublic of the Sydan ‘

Mutaz Musa Abdallah Salii -\

Mnmstcr of Watcr Rcsource % Irvigation and Electricity

Aanass or‘ h’lo‘bamed Abc alla Idris
Acting Minister of Forefim ffairs

Lt. Gen. Galal Eldin ElShei :h ElTayeb
Deputy Director General of National Intelligence and Security Service

U
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Annex Six
Outcome Document of the 3rd Meeting of the
National Independent Scientific Group
(NISRG), 20-21 July 2018
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National Independent Scientific Research
Group Meeting (NISRG)

Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, July 20-21, 2018

Outcomes of the Meeting

¢ Based on the outcomes of the second meeting of National Independent Scientific
Research Group, the NISRG-Ethiopia presented a Revised Proposed Filling Plan.

¢ Questions and clarifications were raised by NISRG-Egypt and NISRG-Sudan
which were addressed by NISRG- Ethiopia.

e Additional clarifications may be communicated by NISRG-Egypt and NISRG-
Sudan regarding the proposed filling plan presented.

e Based on the discussions among the three groups the following principles were
agreed;

o Following Adaptive and Cooperative approach towards filling and

operation .of GERD .according: with the principle of equitable-and:: o oo

reasonable utilization of shared water resources while taking all
appropriate measures to prevent the causing of significant harm
including downstream reservoirs.

o To apply a guaranteed minimum release to ensure sustainable
management of the systems once GERD reaches minimum operating
level .

o Identifying critical levels in all the dams within EN System below
which the reserve storages will be used to mitigate the prolonged
drought/drought effect that caused the reservoirs to drop to [the
shutdown level/critical level] *

o On the concept of implementing a coordinated operation of all dams,
the NISRGs are highly recommending to establish joint coordination
mechanism (forecasting, monitoring mechanism etc.)

o Before the next meeting NIRSG-Egypt and NIRSG-Sudan will communicate their
concerns and comments respectively to NIRSG-Ethiopia.

e The fourth meeting is proposed to be held in 9-10 August 2018 in Cairo.

*Point of contention for further discussion

f 3nd NISRG meeting outcomes, Ethiopia Page 1
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Annex Seven
Joint Statements Issued by Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan,
and the United States of Ametica after the Ministerial
Meetings held in Washington D.C.
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tutes, And The Warla Bank | U.S. Departmant of the Trans iy

Joint Statement Of Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan, The United
States, And The World Bank

November 6, 2019

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The foreign ministers of Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan and their
delegations met with the Secreta ry of the Treasury and the President of the World
Bank in Washington, D.C. on November 6,2019. The ministers reaffirmed their joint
commitment to reach a comprehensive, cooperative, adaptive, sustainable, and
mutually beneficial agreement on the filling and operation of the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam and to establish a clear process for fulfilling that commitment in
accordance with the 2015 Declaration of Principles.

The foreign ministers noted their agreement to hold four technical governmental
meetings at the level of water ministers. The ministers agreed that the World Bank
and the United States would support and attend the meetings as observers, The
ministers also agreed to work toward completion of an agreement by January 15,
2020, and would attend twa meetings in Washington, D.C. on December 9,2019 and

hitpeiihome treasury.govindex php/naws/press-releases/smaz?
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ERES ] Jant Satement ¢ Egypt. Eihiepia, Sudan, The Urited Stales, Ang The World Sanx 1 U 8, Dégariment of {he Treasury
January 13, 2020, to assess and support progress. Ifan agreement is not reached by
January 15, 2020, the foreign ministers agree that Article 10 of the 2015 Declaration of

Principles will be invoked.

The foreign ministers reaffirmed the significance of the Nile to the development of the
people of Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan, the importance of transboundary Cooperation,
and their shared interest in concluding an agreement.

#itiH

Hitps/ Ueasury.gowindex ohevs i 7
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Joint Statement of Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan, the United 5%3
States, and the World Bank |

December 9, 2019

WASHINGTON - The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan
appreciate the observer role of the United States and the World Bank. They noted the

progress achieved in the technical meetings among the Ministers of Water Resources
in Addis Ababa and in Cairo.

The Ministers agreed that the strategic direction of the next two technical meetings
should be the development of technical rules and guidelines for the filling and
operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), the definition of drought
conditions, and drought mitigation measures to be taken.

The Ministers recognize that there are substantial benefits to all three countries in
developing rules and guidelines to address drought conditions. The rules and
guidelines will include drought mitigation measures based upon the natural flow in
the given year and water release rates from the GERD. The implementation of these
technical rules and guidelines for the filling and operation of the GERD will be
undertaken by Ethiopia, and may be adjusted by the three countries, in accordance
with the hydrological conditions in the given year.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs look forward to reconvening in Washington, D.C. on
January 13, 2020 to review the results of the upcoming technical meetings in
Khartoum and Addis Ababa with the goal of finalizing an agreement.

hitps:ithome reasury. .phy i /s 1
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Joint Statement of Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan, the United
States and the World Bank

January 15, 2020

Washington, DC - The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Water Resources of Egypt,
Ethiopia and Sudan and their delegations met with the Secretary of the Treasu ry and
the President of the World Bank, participating as observers, in Washington, D.C. on
January 13-15, 2020. The Ministers noted the progress achieved in the four technical
meetings among the Ministers of Water Resources and their two prior meetings in
Washington D.C. and the outcomes of those meetings and their joint commitment to
reach a comprehensive, cooperative, adaptive, sustainable, and mutually beneficial
agreement on the filling and operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam,

Toward that end, the Ministers noted the following points, recognizing that all points
are subject to final agreement:

1. Thefilling of the GERD will he executed in stages and will be undertaken in an
adaptive and cooperative manner that takes into consideration the hydrological
conditions of the Blue Nile and the potential impact of the filling on downstream
reservoirs,

2. Filling will take place during the wet season, generally from July to August, and
will continue in September subject to certain conditions.

3. The initial filling stage of the GERD will provide for the rapid achievement of a level
of 595 meters above sea level (m.a.s.l.) and the early generation of electricity,
while providing appropriate mitigation measures for Egypt and Sudan in case of
severe droughts during this stage,

4. The subsequent stages of filling will be done according to a mechanism to be
agreed that determines release based upon the hydrological conditions of the

treasiiry.govi p 1 75
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Blue Nile and the [evel of the GERD that addresses the filling goals of i“thiopia and
provides electricity generation and appropriate mitigation measures for Egyptand
Sudan during prolonged periods of dry years, drought and prolonged drought.

5. During long term operaticn, the GERD will Operate according to a mechanism that
determines release based upon the hydrological conditions of the Blue Nile and I
the level of the GERD that provides electricity generation and appropriate 4
mitigation measures for Egyptand Sudan during prolonged periods of dry years,
drought and prolonged drought.

6. An effective coordination mechanism and provisions for the settlement of
disputes will be established.,

The Ministers agree that there is a shared responsibility of the three countries in
managing drought and prolonged drought.

The Ministers agreed to meet again in Washington, D.C. on January 28-29 to finalize a
comprehensive agreement on the filling and operation of the GERD, and that there wil(
be technical and legal discussions in the interim period.

The Ministers recognize the significant regional benefits that can result from

concluding an agreement on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam with respect to
transboundary cooperation, regional development and economic integration that can

result from the operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. The Ministers of

Foreign Affairs reaffirmed the importance of transboundary cooperation in the

development of the Blue Nile to improve the lives of the people of Egypt, Ethiopia, and !
Sudan, and their shared commitment to concluding an agreement.

Hi#
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Joint Statement of E t, Ethiopia, Sudan, the United
States And the World Bank

Janvary 31, 2020

Washington, DC - The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Water Resources of Egypt,
Ethiopia and Sudan and their delegations met with the Secretary of the Treasury and
the President of the World Bank, pa rticipating as observers in negotiations on the
ﬁllihg and operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), in Washington,
D.C.on January 28-31,2020. At the conclusion of the meetings, the Ministers reached
an agreement on the following issues, subject to the final signing of the
comprehensive agreement:

1. a schedule fora stage based filling plan of the GERD;

2. a mitigation mechanism for the filling of the GERD during drought, prolonged
drought, and prolonged periods of dry years; and

3..3 mitigation mechanism for the annual and long-term operation of the GERD in
drought, pralonged drought, and prolonged periods of dry years.

They also discussed and agreed to finalize a mechanism for the annual and long-term
operation of the GERD in normal hydrological conditiqns, a coordination mechanism,
and provisions for the resolution of disputes and the sharing of information,
Moreover, they also agreed to address dam safety and pending studies on the

environmental and social impacts of the GERD.

The Ministers have instructed their technical and legal teams to prepare the final
agreement, which shall include the agreements reached above, for a signing of the
three countries by the end of February, 2020,
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The Ministers recognize the significant regional benefits that will result from this

agreement and from the operation of the dam with respect to transho

undary
cooperation, regi

onaldevelopment and economic integration. The Ministers
reaffirmed the importance of transboundary cooperation

in the development of the
Blue Nile to improve the lives of the people of Egypt, Ethi

opia, and Sudan.
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Joint Statement of E t, Ethiopia, Sudan, the United
States and the World Bank

February 13, 2020

Washington, Dc - Ministers of Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan and their delegations met
with the Secretary of the Treasury and the President of the World Bank, participating
as observers, to continue negotiations on the filling and operation of the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), in Washington, D.C. on February 12-13, 2020,

The Ministers reviewed the progress achieved by their technical and legal teams and
continued their discussions on the remaining issues necessary for afinal agreement,
The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of transboundary cooperation in the
development of the Blye Nile to improve the lives of the people of Egypt, Ethiopia, and
Sudan, and their shared commitment to concluding an agreement.

“The United States, with technical support from the World Bank, has agreed to ‘
facilitate the preparation of the final agreement for consideration by the Ministers and -

heads of state for conclusion by the end of the month,” said Steven T. Mnuchin,
Secretary of the Treasury.
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Statement by the Secretary of the Treasury on the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam

February 28, 2020

Washington, DC - On February 27-28, 2020, U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin
participated in separate bilateral meetings with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministers of Water Resources of Egypt and Sudan.

The United States facilitated the preparation of an agreement on the filling and
operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) based on provisions
proposed by the legal and technical teams of Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan and with the
technical input of the World Bank.

In separate bilateral meetings, the Ministers shared their comments on the agreement.
The United States believes that the work completed over the last four months has
resulted in an agreement that addresses all issues in a balanced and equitable manner,
taking into account the interests of the three countries,

This process has built on the prior seven years of technical studies and consultations
between the three countries, and the resulting agreement, in our view, provides for the
resolution of all outstanding issues on the filling and operation of the GERD. The
foundation of the agreement s the principles agreed between the three countries in the
2015 Agreernent on Declaration of Principles (DOP), in particular the principles of
equitable and reasonable utilization, of not causing significant harm, and of
cooperation.

1-the-grand-sthiopian-: nze-dam i
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452020 Statement iy the Secretary of thy Treasury on the Grand Ethiopian Renalssance

Bam [ U.8. Department of the Tressury
We appreciate the readiness of the government of Egypt to sign the agreementand its
initialing of the agreement to evidence jts commitment. We also recognize that
Ethiopia continues jts national consultations, and look forward to its concluding its
Process as soon as possible to provide for the signing of the agreement at the earliest
possible time. Consistent with the principles set out in the DOP, and in particular the
principles of not causing significant harm to downstream countries, final testing and
filling should not take place without an agreement. We also note the concern of
downstream populations in Sudan and Egypt due to unfinished work on the safe
operation of the GERD, and the need toimplement all necessary dam safety measures
in accordance with international standards before fi lling begins,

The United States reaffirms its commitment to remain engaged with the three countries
until they sign the final agreement.

We note that a signed agreement an the GERD will be transformational for the region,
resulting in significant transboundary cooperation, regional development and
economic integration, and improvement in the lives of the more than 250 million
people of Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan, We are pleased with the significant work by the
countries over the last four months, which has only been possible due to the strong
commitment to constructive dialogue and coaperation,

#i#
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Annex Fight
Agreement on Guidelines and Rules for the
Filling and Operation of the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam, initialed by the
Atrab Republic of Egypt
in Washington D.C. on February 28, 2020.
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Aprcement on Guidelines and Rules lor the Filling and QOperation
of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam

The governments of The Arab Republic of Egypt, The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, and The i
Republic of the Sudan (each referred (o as a “Party” and collectively as “Parties”),

Reaffirming the Agreement on Declaration of Principles between The Arab Republic of Egypt, Tiie Federal [
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, and The Republic of the Sudan On the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance ‘

Dam Project of 23 March 2015, the object and purpose of which was to provide general principles (o guide
I?

and facilitate the process of concluding the present Agreement on Guidelines and Rules for the Filfing and
Operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam ((he " Agreement”),

Have concluded this Agreement, which consists of the following Atticles and Annexes and associatei

Exhibits which constitute an integral part thereof:

Arlicle 1
Scope and Objective

This Agreement establishes the guidelines and rules governing the filling and operation of the Grand
Ethicpian Renaissance Dam in an adaptive and coeperative manner.

Article 2
Definitions
For the purposes of this Agicement,

(a) “BCM” means billion cubic meters.

(b)  “Dam Safely Measures” mean the appropriate measures and instruménts developed for the safety of
GERD operations including: (a) operations and maintenance manuals; (b) risk evaluation and
management analysis; (c) surveillance and monitoring plans; (d) emergency preparedness plans; and
(e) periodic dam safety xeviews by a panel of experts.

() “Emergency” means 2 situation that causes, or poses an imminent threat of causing, serious harm to
any of the Parties and that results suddenly from natural causes or human conduct,

(d) “Flow" means the total volume of water entering the GERD reservoir in any given Hydrological
Year.

() “GERD Level" means the level of the GERD reservoir at the beginning of any: given Hydcological
Year. .

(f)  “Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam™ or “GERD™ means the roller-compacted concrete gravity
dam on the Blue Nile in Ethiopia and auxiliary structures including the saddle dam Jocated at the
GERD site

(g) “Hydrological Year™ means the period from July 1 to Jupe 30. ,\/(
'/
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() "Minimum Environmental Release™ means releasn frc

im the GERD required to sustain freshwater
und estuaring ecosysiems and the livelihoods that

depend on these ecosystems.
(i) "Mitigation Relesse Year” means the peried from November | to October 31,
() "maas) means meters above mean sea Jevel,

(k) “Roseires Dam" means the concrete and earth dams and other auxiliaries at the Roseires Damsite in

Sudan,
Article 3
Filling
3.1 Filling of the GERD shall be carried out in stages and in accordance with the rules in Annex A,

Section T and (he filling schedules set out in Annex B and Annex C.

3.2, Filling of the GERD shall be camried out during the wet season generally from July to August, and
may continue in September if the Flow in September is above the historical average.

33 Filling may be accelerated or decelerated according to the Release During Filling matrix in Annex
C, Table 2.

34.  Filling shall be completed if the GERD Level would reacl 625 m.as.l at the end of any given
Hydrological Year pursuant to the Release During Filling Matrix in Table 2 of Annex C,

Article 4
Normal Operation and Refilling

4.1 In normal hydrological conditions the GERD will operate mainly between 625 m.a.s.l. and 640
m.as.l

4.2 Annual filling during operation of the GERD will be carried out from July and August and may
continue in September if the Flow in September is above the historical average.

43 After initial filling, the operation of the GERD will take place pursuant (o the rulés set ont in Anncx
A, Section II, and the Release Under Normal Operations and Refilling Matrix in Annex D, '

44  The GERD will operate with an initjal Mini Envirc 1 Rel of 500 m¥s, which may be
adjusted by the Technical Coordination Committee (TCC).

4.5 If, due to hydrological conditions or considerations refating to hydtopower production and demand,
Ethiopia deems it necessary to undertake nyinor adjustinents in the rules or values set aul in Annexes A and

D, Ethiopia shall request an urgent meeting of the TCC, which shall corisider and approve the proposed
ndjusunenlsA
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Article 5
Caordination Mechanism

51 The thiee countries shall establish a coordination wechanism composed of a4 Ministerial
Committee (MC) and a TCC.

52 The MC shall be comprised of cach Party's Minister in ch
comprised of three representatives from each Party
of water affairs. The MC and TGC may invite ad
accordance with their rules of procedure,

arge of water affaizs. The TCC shali be
assigned by each respective Party's Minister in charge
ditional participants on a meeting-by-meeting basis in

53 The MC shall:

(a) provide strategi id: and

P le cooperation  and coordination on matters related
to implementation of this Agreement;

(b) resolve. issues that may arise in the interpretation, application, and implementation of this
Agreement in accordance with Anticle 9; and

(c) make its decisions by consensus.

54 The TCC shall:

(a) facilitate cooperation and coordination on issues related (o the implementation of this
Agreement;

(b) resolve issues that may arise in the interpretation, application, and implementation of this
Agreement in accordance with Article 9

(c) meke its decisions by consensus;
(d) facilitate the exchange of data and information as provided for under this Agreement;

(e) develop and implement a system for the validation of such data, relying wherever possible and

appropriate, on information technology, collection and monitoring systems agreed by the
Parties; *

(f) monitor and verify the irplementation of the rules governing the filling and operation of the
GERD;

(8) undertake any coordination of the forecasting of hydrological conditions by each of the Parties
as may be agreed, and

(h) undertake such other activities as may be agreed upon by the MC.
55 The TCC shall:

(8) hold its first meeting in Addis Ababa, not Juter than 45 days following the entry into force of
this Agreement during which it shall prepase its ules of progedure for approval by the MC,

(b) hold subseq ingsona i ‘bnsis;and//L(
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(¢} meel every year on goarterly basis, 2t the begi

ing of June, during the final week of September,
al the beginning of the calendar year, and during the final week of March of every year, and as
otherwise agreed by the TCC in accordance with its rule snd procedures,
Article 6

Data Exchange
6.1 The Pasties agree the following data will be exchanged:
(a) Monthly time step data on the following:

i. Flow,
ii. water quality in the GERD reservoir, and
iii. meteorological data at the GERD reservoir,

(b) Daily time step data on the following:
i. water Jevel at the GERD reservoir, and
il. water release from the GERD réservoir.
(¢) Daily time step data on the follawing, to be exchanged reciprocally between Ethiopia and Sudan:

i. water level at the GERD reservoir and the Roseires reservoir, and
fi. water release from the GERD reservoir and the Roseires reservair.

6.2 The data referred to in Article 6 shall be transmitted on a monthly basis by the relevant Party to

the other Parties. through the TCC, except that the data referred to in Article 6.1(c) shall be transmitted on
a daily basis.

6.3 Bach Party"s Minister in chargs of water affairs will designate focal points for the transmission and
receipt of data as provided above.
Article 7

Dam Safety and Emergency Sitoations

7.1 - Bthiopia shall ensure that Dam Safety Measures are kept up to date and shared with and discussed
by the TCC.

7.2 Ethiopia shali share with the ofher Parties information and documents necessary for the safely of
downstream communities and reservoirs. : i

73 Ethiopia shall complete vegetation clearance in accordance with the stages of reservoir filling and
the applicable environmental management plans.

74 Whencver a Party bocomes aware of any water quantity or quality problems they believe to be
arising from tho GERD and constituting an Emergency that requires an immediate response, it shall notify

21-08018
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the other Parties and the MC shalf convene without delay in arder to discuss and pot in place appropriate
remedial action

1.5 Nothing in the preceding paragraph shull be deemed to delay the obligation of a Party within whose
teiritory an Emergency arising from the GERD occurs or on whose territory the impact of the Emergency
ocenrs or is anticipated 10 occur to iminediately take ull practicable measures to prevent, mitigate, and
climinate the harmful effects of the Emergency.

3.7 To provide for the safety of the Roseices Dam the daily change in the relesse from the GERD should
be less than 200 Mm3/day.

Article 8
Envir 1 and Social Impact Ass (

The Parties shall carry out the relevant transboundary enviranmental and social impact assessments, and
address the recommendations of these studies following their appraval by the MC.

Article 9
Dispute Settlement

2.1 In the event of a dispute concerning the inferpreration, application, or implementation of the
Agreement, any of the Parties may request the holding of negotiations through the TCC to settle (he dispute.

The TCC may rely upon the advice and support of technical cxperls as zppropriate {6 support its
negotiations.

92 If, after 30 days of a request to negotiate by any of the Parties, the TCC is unable to resolve the
dispute, any of the Parties may refer the dispute to the MC, which may rely upon the advice and support of
technical experts a5 appropriate to support its considaration of the di pute. If after 30 days of the referral of
the dispute to the MC, the dispute is not setiled, any of the Parties may refer the dispute to arbitcation .

9.3 The arbiteal tribunal shall be composed of five members. Within 30 days of notification of referral of
the dispute by any of the Parties to.arbitration, gach Party shall appoint one member to the arbitesl tribunal.
The Secretary General of the Permanent Court of Arbiteation shall ppoint the ining two bers,
both of whom shall not be nationals of any of the Parties, and shall designate the Chairperson of the arbitral
tribunal from those two members. 1 any of the Parties do not appoint a member to the arbitral tribunal, the
Secretary General of the Permanent Court of Arbitration shall, within two weeks, appoint the requisite
numbec of merabers, who shall be non-nationals of the Parties, to complete the composition of the arbitral
tribunal,

9.4 The arbitral tribunal shall adopt its own rules of procedure by simple majority. If within four weeks
of the establishroent of the arbitral tribunal, the panel is unable to adopt the rules of procedure, the applicable
riles of procedure shall be the 2012 Arbitration Rules of the Permanent Court of Arbitration, except in
atters governed by this Agreement.

9.5 The arbitral tribunal shall adopt, by simple majority, its award within ninefy days of the appointment
of the Chairperson. The award shall include findings regarding the facts of the dispute and conclusions
regarding the means of settling the di including, i

pute, g, if Y, lusions on adequate reparations.
The award of the arbiteal tribunal shall be final and binding/yK
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erai of the Fermanent Catnt of Arbiteation shall, in consultation with (ka TCL;
-nationals of the parties wnd who may be appointed te the arbitcsl tribunal pursuant

s involved shall beat the costs of the dispute resolution processegually, unjess the arbitral

tribunal allceates costs differently under the award,

Article 10
General Provisions

10.1  This Agreement is not intended to be and shalf not be interpreted or applied as an aflocation of the
waters of the Blue Nile among the Parties.

102 Fure developments upstream of the GERD may be undertaken without prejudice to this
Agreement and in accordance with the applicable principles of international law, including the principles
of equitable nnd reasonable utilization, of not causing significant harm, and of cooperation.

Article 11
Signature and Entry into Force

1LY The Ministers in charge of water affairs of the three states, being duly authorized by their respective
gavernments, have aftixed their signatures onto and concluded this Agreement,

LL.2  This Agreement shall enter into force upon the exchange of the last insteurnent among the Parties
noting the completion of their constitutional procedures and expressing their approval of and evidencing
their consent to be bound by this Agreement, which shall be icated through dipl icch !

LL3  The Parties undertake to complete their constitutional procedures and cxchange instrumients
expressing their approval of and evidencing their consent to be bound by this Agreement within three
months of the signature of this Agreement.

Article 12
Provisional Application

This Agreement shzll be applied provisionally upon signature until its entry into force,

Article 13
Review a1id Amendment

12,1 This Azreeraent shall be reviewed by the Parties every 10 years after the entry into force of the
Agreement.

122 The quantiles included in Annexes A and D shall be reviewed and ray be amended by the Parties
on the basis of the updated historical data of the hydrological conditions of the Blue Nilé at the GERD site
every 10 years after the entry into force of the Agreement,

123 Any of the Parties may propgse d fo the Ag which shall be submitted to and
may be agreed upon by the l‘mics,/l(
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24 Amendments to the Agreement shall enter

1o force in accordance with same procedures ser out
it Anicle 11.2.

Article 14
Reservations

13,1 This Agreement daes not lend itself to o

artial application, therefore reservations to this Agreement
shall not be made.

Article 15
Termination

14.1  This Agrecment shall only be terminated u,

pon the entry into force of 4 subsequent agreement
among the Parties that provides for termination of this Agreement.

Done in (place) on [date] in one original in the English language
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Annex A

Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam

Mitigation Mechanisms for Drought, Prolonged Drought, and Prolonged Periods of Dry Years

1. Filling Period of the GERD

A. Drought

If the Fiow atthe GERD is <37 BCM in any Hydrelogical Year, the release from the GERD will be
according to the Drought Conditions Release Matrix (Exhibit A)

B. Prolonged Drought*

If the average release from the GERD over the preceding 4 Hydrological Years is <37 BCM; the GERD
will release a total of 62.5% of the storage above 603 meters (“Filling Prolenged Drought Total Release™)
over the following 4 Mitigation Release Years,

The timing of the release of the Filling Prolonged Drought Tofal Release over the 4 Mitigation Release
Year period shall be at the discretion of Ethiopia subject 10 a minimum annual release that is ¥4 of the
Filling Prolonged Drought Total Release/d.

The release of the Filling Prolonged Drought Total Release from storage over the following 4 Mitigation

Release Years is nat dependent upon the hydrological conditions of the Blue Nile in future Hydrological
Years.

C. Prolonged Period of Dry Years*

If the average release from the GERD over the preceding 4 Hydrological Years is <40 BCM, the GERD
will reease a total of 50% of storage above 603 maters (the “Filling Prolanged Period of Dry Years Total
Release") over the following 4 Mitigation Releass Years.

The timing of the Filling Prolonged Period of Dry Years Total Release over the:d Mitigation Release

Year period shall be at the discretion of Ethiopia subjec( to a minimum annual release that is 1 of Filling
Prolonged Period of Dry Years Total Release/d.

The relense of the Filling Prolonged Period of Dry Years Total Release from storage over the following 4

Mitigation Release Years is not dependent upon the hydrolegical conditions of the Blue Nile in futare
Hydrological Years.

11. Long Term Operation of the GERD

A. Drought

If the Flow at the GERD is <37 BCM (Q91)** in'any Hydrological Yed, the reiease from the GERD wilt
be according 1o the Drought Conditions Release Matrix (Exhibit A)/,a
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B, Prolonged Drought*

it the average relense from the GERD over the preceding 4 Hydrological Years is <39 BOM (Q388)%, the
GERD will relesnse a total of 100% of the storage above 603 meters (the “Operational Prolonged Droughr
Total Release™) over the following 4 Mitigation Release Yenrs.

The timing of the release of the Operational Prolonged Drought Tota) Release over the 4 Mitigatien
Release Year period shall be at the discretion of Ethiopia subject Lo a mitimum annual release that is % of
the Operational Prolonged Drought Total Releasc/d.

The release of the Operational Prolonged Drought Total Reeasc from storage over the following 4
Mitigation Release Years is not dependent upon the hydrological conditions of the Blue Nile in future
Hydrological Years.

C. Prolonged Period of Dry Years*

If the average release from the GERD over the preceding 5 Hydrological Years is <40 BCM (Q85)**, the
GERD will release a total of 1009% of storage above 603 meters (the “Operational Prolonged Periad of
Dry Years Total Release™) over the following 5 Mitigation Release Years.

The timing of the release of the Operational Prolonged Period of Dry Yeurs Total Release over the 5
Mitigation Release Year period shall be at the discretion of Ethiopia subject to a minimum annual release
that is % of Operationt] Prolonged Period of Iy Years Total Release/s.

The total release of the Operstional Prolonged Period of Dry Years Total Release from storage over (he
following 5 Mitigation Refease Years is not dependent upon the hydrological conditions of the Blue Nile
in future Hydrological Years.

*Exhibit B delails the operation of the mitigation mechanisms for Drought, Prolonged Drought, and
Protonged Period of Dry Years.

**Pursuant to Adticle 12, the numeric values of the quantiles-will be adjusted based upon npdated
historical data of the hydzological conditions of the Blue Nile at the GERD site.every ten years
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Exhibit B
Operation of Mitigation Mechanisms in Annex A

L. Mitigation Measures for Overlapping Periods of Prolonged Drought and/or Prolonged Period
of Dry Years

The application of the mitigation measures when periods of Prolonged Drought and/or Prolonged
Period of Dry Years overlap chould ensuee (hat there is no multipte accounting for the smne
drought/dry years in the determination of release values,

If both conditions of Pralonged Drought and of Prolonged Period of Dry Years are triggered in the
same year, the higher release value of the (wo measures will be applied.

I mitigation measures for periods of Prolonged Drought andZor for Prolonged Period of Dry Years
overlap in o given year, the higher value of the measues for the yea will be applied. An example of

the enlenlation of release during overlapping periads of Prolonged Drought and/or Prolonged Period of
Dry Years iv attached as Table 1,

IL. Impact of Previous Period Mitigation Measures on GERD Reteation in Subsequent Years

A release ebligation arising from Prolonged Drovght or from a Prolonged Period of Dry Years reduces
the amount of water retained by the GERD in a Hydrological Year that sould otherwise occur
pursuant to othe rules in this Agreement.

Example:

Mitigation mechanism obligation (o release in a particular Mitigation Release Year based upon past
Period of Prolonged Drought/Prolonged Period of Dry Years: 2 BCM

Retention Valuo based vpon the Filling Plan (Annex C Table 1) and the Release During Filling matrix

(Annex C Table 2) or the Release Under Normal Operations and Refilling matrix (Annex D): 10
BCM

Net Retention by GERD: 8 BCM (10-2)

IIL. Application of Drought Conditions Release Malrix During Periods Where Release Due to
Prolonged Drought and/or Prolonged Period of Dry Years is in Effect

For avoidance of doubt, releases from the Drought Conditions Release Matrix (Exhibit A of Annex A)
shall take place during periods whers releases are taking place pursuant to Prolonged Drought and/or
Prolonged Pericd of Dry Years, subject to Section IV below. Releases from the Drought Conditions
Release Matsix shall be in addition to these other releases. :

IV. Reference Levels of GERD and Storage of GERD to Include Commitments to Release

Water under Drought Copditions, Prolonged Drought and Prolonged Period of Dry Years
Mitigation Mcchanismﬂ
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Reieases from the
year will be dec

Diovght Conditions Release Matrix (Exhibit A of Annex A) triggered in a given
cted from the sic above 603 nters | Prodongeil Drought and Prolonged

Peciod of Dry Yeurs mitigation mechanisms in Anes A Lo determing the release amounts under those
mechanisms in that year.

The total ainount of water conunitted 10 be released pursuant to the miljgation mechanismis arising
from Prolonged Drought and Prolanged Period of Dry Years will be deducted from:

L. the reference levels of the GERD in the Drought Conditions Refease Matrix (Exhibit A of Annex
A) for the purpose of determining releases due to drought conditions; and

2. the storage above 603 meters in the Prolonged Drought and Profonged Period of Dry Years
mitigation mechanisms in Annex A to determine the release amounts under those mechanisims
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Annex Nine
Communique of the Extraordinary
African Union Bureau of the Assembly
of the Heads of State and Government meeting on the
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, 26 June 2020
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African
Union =

COMMUNIQUE OF THE EXTRAORDINARY AFRICAN UNION (AU)
BUREAU OF THE ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT VIDEO-TELECONFERENCE MEETING ON THE GRAND
ETHIOPIAN RENAISSANCE DAM (GERD), 26 JUNE 2020

President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa of the Republic of South Africa, and
Chairperson of the African Union (AU) convened a video-teleconference
Meeting of the African Union (AU) Extraordinary Bureau of the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government, on 26 June 2020, to discuss developments
pertaining to the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD).

Al the Members of the Bureau participated in the video-teleconference
Meeting as follows: .

« His Excellency, President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of
Congo,

» His Excellency, President Abdel Fattah al Sisi of the Arab Republic of
Egypt,

« His Excellency, President Uhuru Kenyatta of the Republic of Kenya,

+ His Excellency, President lbrahim Boubacar Keita of the Republic of Mali,
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His Excellency, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmad of the Federal Demaocratic
Republic of Ethiopia, and His Excellency, Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok of
the Republic of Sudan, were invited to participate in the meeting. His
Excellency, Moussa Faki Mahamat the Chairperson of the African Union
Commission (AUC)also participated in the Meeting.

The Meeting of the Bureau was held pursuant to consultations undertaken
by His Excellency, President Ramaphosa, in his capacity as the Chairperson
of the Union with the three Negotiating Parties concerning the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD), namely, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan.

The Bureau of the Assembly noted that the three Negotiating Parties are
Founding Members of the former Organisation of African Unity (OAU), and
the African Union (AU), and have significantly contributed to the unity,
integration and the developmeht of the continent. They further noted the
potential the GERD project possesses for Africa.

The Bureau of the Assembly received with appreciation a report from the
Chairperson of the AUC, H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat, which, inter alia noted
that more than 90% of the issues in the Tripartite Negotiations between
Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan have already been resolved.

The Bureau of the Assembly was addressed by His Excellency, President
Abdel Fattah al Sisi of the Arab Republic of Egypt; His Excellency, Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmad of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia; and
His Excellency, Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok of the Republic of Sudan,
with regards to their respective positions pertaining to the GERD matter.

21-08018



S/2021/565

21-08018

The Bureau of the Assembly expressed its deep appreciation for the positive
and constructive approach displayed by the three Parties in finding a
peaceful, negotiated settlement on all outstanding matters, and further
emphasized the importance of a win-win outcome, in the spirit of solidarity
and cooperation.

In this regard, the Bureau of the Assembly decided to lend renewed impetus
to the Tripartite Negotiations and urged the three Parties to expeditiously
work towards finding a mutually acceptable and amicable solution on the
outstanding technical and legal issues in the negotiations process.

The Bureau of the Assembly welcomed the undertaking by the three Parties
to refrain from making any statements, or taking any action that may
jeopardize or complicate the AU-led process aimed at finding an acceptable
solution on all outstanding matters.

The Bureau of the Assembly welcomed the commitment of the three Parties
to an AU-led process. In this regard, the Bureau of the Assembly agreed to
augment the Tripartite Committee dealing with the GERD issue consisting of
Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan with the participation of observers, namely South
Africa in its capacity as Chairperson of the AU, Members of the Bureau of
the AU, and experts from the Commission, with a view to addressing
outstanding technical and legal issues. The augmented Committee will
present its report to the Chairperson of the AU, H.E. President Ramaphosa
within a week from the issuance of this Communique.

Accordingly the Bureau of the Assembly and participating Heads of State
and Government request the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to
take note of the fact that the AU is seized of this matter.
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The Bureau of the Assembly and participating Heads of State and
Government welcomed the intervention of H.E. President Ramaphosa and
expressed their deep gratitude for his initiative to bring together the three
Parties to the GERD in order to find a negotiated solution on outstanding

matters.

The Bureau of the Assembly and the participating Heads of State and
Government agreed to reconvene in two weeks from the date of issuance of
this Communique to consider a report on the outcome of negotiations of the
outstanding issues concerning the GERD matter.

ENDS.
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Annex Ten
Communique of the Extraordinary Aftrican Union Bureau
of the Assembly of the Heads of State and Government
meeting on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
21 July 2020
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24 July 2020

COMMUNIQUE OF THE 2nd EXTRAORDINARY AFRICAN UNION (AU) BUREAU OF
THE ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT VIDEO-
TELECONFERENCE MEETING ON THE GRAND ETHIOPIAN RENAISSANCE DAM
(GERD) HELD ON 21 JULY 2020

His Excellency President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, President of the Republic of South
Africa, in his capacity as the Chairperson of the African Union (AU), convened an
Extraordinary Meeting of the African Union (AU) Bureau of the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government, on 21 July 2020, to review progress pertaining to the Trilateral
Negotiations on the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). This was a follow-up to
the 1st Extraordinary Meeting of the AU Bureau on the GERD held on 26 June 2020.

All the Members of the AU Bureau participated in the video-teleconference (VTC) Meeting
as follows:

His Excellency, President Felix Tshisekedi of the Democratic Republic of Congo;
- His Excellency, President Abdel Fattah al Sisi of the Arab Republic of Egypt;

« His Excellency, President Uhuru Kenyatta of the Republic of Kenya;

« His Excellency, President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita of the Republic of Mali;

His Excellency, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,

and His Excellency, Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok of the Republic of Sudan, participated
in the Meeting.

His Excellency Moussa Faki Mahamat, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission
(AUC) also participated in the Meeting.

The Meeting of the Bureau of the Assembly of AU Heads of State and Government was held

in a fraternal spirit guided by the principle of Pan-African solidarity and cooperation and the
attendant desire to find an African solution to an African problem.

The Bureau of the Assembly of AU Heads of State and Government welcomed the report of
AU Experts on the resumed Trilateral Negotiations on the GERD, which reflected notable

progress in the negotiations and presented options for resolving outstanding legal and
technical issues.

The Parties to the GERD expressed their confidence in the AU-led process and reaffirmed
their utmost commitment to finding a mutually beneficial and negotiated agreement
pertaining to the GERD matter. They underscored the importance of cooperation as a basis
for integration, sustainable development and prosperity for the three countries.

21-08018



S/2021/565

1 ]

G e PR — I DI —J | S —

21-08018

The Bureau of the Assembly of AU Heads of State and Government commended the Heads
of State and Government of Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan for displaying statesmanship and

for their commitment to finding a durable solution through diplomacy, negotiations and
compromise,

The Meeting of the Bureau of the Assembly of-AlU<Heads- of State-and- Government held
extensive discussion on the matter of the first filling and annual operation of the GERD, and
future development projects on the Blue Nile River upstream of the GERD.

Consequently, the Meeting of the Bureau of the Assembly of AU Heads of State and

The Bureau of the Assembly of AU Headsof State and Government urged the Parties, with
the support of the AU experts and observes, to work expeditiously to finalise the text of a
binding Agreement on the Filling and Opefation of the GERD.

The Bureau of the Assembly of AU Héads of State and Government weicomed the

agreement amongst the Parties to the GERBYto.work on a Comprehensive Agreement on
the Blue Nile River as soon as possible. it

220

The Bureau of the Assembly of AU Heads of State and Government also expressed its deep

appreciation for..the.support, the -AU-led Process; has received from the United 'Nationg ™

through the UN Secretary—General, Mr Antonio Guterres, and welcomed the willingness ‘of
the international community to mobilise financial and technical resources to support the

Parties on transboundary water management and related issues as soon as an Agreement
is concluded.

The Bureau of the Assembly 6f AU Heads of State and Government commended the three
Parties for their commitment to resolve their differences through dialogue and agreed to
maintain regular, dynamic contact with all the Parties at this critical stage of the negotiation
process. Furthermore, the Bureau renewed its call to the Parties to refrain from making
statements or taking any action that may undermine the AU-led process.

The Republic of South Africa in its capacity as. the Chairperson of the AU will communicate

with the Parties regarding the next Trilateral Negotiations session to address outstanding
legal and technical issues on the GERD. "

In conclusion, the Bureau of the Assembly of AU Heads of State and Government and the
GERD Parties expressed their sincere appreciation to His Excellency, President
Ramaphosa for his persistent efforts and commitment to helping the Parties find a
sustainable and permanent solution on the GERD matter.

The Bureau of the Assembly agreed to remain seized of the GERD matter.

ENDS.
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