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The k proximate cause of PEM 8]

appeats to be energy deficiency relative
to requirements and infection burdens.
Although proteiri deficiency causes
widespread and setious damage, most
nutritionists now reject the earlier view
that protein deficiency, let alone specific
amino -acid deficiency, is-an' indepen-
dent problem requiring special protein-
rich ~ foods, supplements or - cereal
varieties. Only exceptionally is-a
protein problem: not curable simply by
providing “more calories”.
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