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MAI N | SSUES TO BE DI SCUSSED

- Maj or results of gas industries devel opnents in ECE countries in 1999;
- Activities of the UN ECE Gas Centre
- Restructuring of the gas industries in transition countries;

- Ad Hoc Groups of Experts on Natural Gas Resources and on the Supply and
Use of Gas;

- Presentation of the ECE Study on Underground Gas Storage in Europe and
Central Asia

- Nat ural gas and clinmate change - presentati ons by RUHRGAS and GAZPROM
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10.

11.

Adoption of the agenda.

Deci sions of the Conmittee on Sustainable Energy of concern to the work
of the Working Party.

Econom c refornms and restructuring in central and eastern Europe and
their inplications and significance for gas markets and the gas industry
in the ECE region:

Promoti on and devel opnment of a market-based gas industry in economes in
transition - the "Gas Centre"

Nat ural gas and climate change.

Current devel opments and medi umterm and | ong-term prospects and policies
in the gas industry, including trade and interconnection of gas networks:

(a) Revi ew of the gas situation and prospects in the ECE region

(b) Future role of gas in neeting energy requirenents, including
st orage of gas;

(c) I nt erconnecti on and extension of gas networks.
Activities of the Ad Hoc Groups of Experts in the field of natural gas:

(a) Twenty- second session of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Natural Gas
Resour ces;

(b) First session of the Ad Hoc G oup of Experts on the Supply and Use
of Gas.

Activities of other ECE Principal Subsidiary Bodies and various
i nternati onal organizations of relevance to the Wrking Party.

Future activities of the Wrking Party:

(a) Programme of work for 2000-2003;

(b) Provi si onal cal endar of neetings for 2000 and 2001
O her busi ness.

El ection of officers.

Adoption of the report.
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ANNOCTATI ONS
ltem 1

In accordance with the Commi ssion's rules of procedure, the first itemon
the provisional agenda is the adoption of the agenda.

ltem 2

The Working Party will have before it the report of the Conmittee on
Sust ai nabl e Energy, containing informati on on the discussions and deci sions
adopted by the Commttee at its ninth session, and, in particular on the
contribution of the Conmttee to the 9th session of the Comr ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment in 2001

ltem 3

The secretariat will report to the Wirking Party on the results of the
operations of the Gas Centre in 1999. Delegations will be informed of the
current status and programe of work of the Gas Centre for 2000 and beyond.

ltem 4

The representatives of Ruhrgas and Gazpromw || make a presentation of a
joint project ainmed at reduction of greenhouse gases, including carbon
em ssions trading, to neet the requirements of the Kyoto Protocol

Iltem5 (a)

Del egations will be invited to nake statenents on the gas situation and
gas markets, including LPG in 1998 in their respective countries and to
include in their reports prelimnary informati on on the 1999 gas situation
covering, where possible, topics on production, reserves, availability of
domestic production, environnental policies, safety issues and probl ens having
an inpact on gas industry operations and practices. Oher points of interest
are initiatives, conservation programes and forecasts for the mediumterm
i.e. five years of supply and consunption, if avail able, and new devel opnents
and initiatives in everyday policies. Delegations are requested to nmake
avail abl e 20 copies of their statenents in one of the ECE working | anguages
(English, French, Russian) for distribution to other del egations. To
facilitate further publication of these reports, it would be highly desirable
for the secretariat to have these statenents on diskette as well.

Iltem5 (b)

On Thursday, 27 January there will be a presentation of the Study on
Under ground Gas Storage in Europe and Central Asia, which was conpleted in
1999. The presentation of the Study made by experts responsible for the
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different chapters will be followed by a general discussion open to al
partici pants.

Iltem5 (c)

The secretariat will report on the progress achieved in the
i mpl enmentation of the gas grids study.

ltem 6

Del egations will be informed of the work carried out by the two Ad Hoc
Groups of Experts in 1999 and 2000 and their future programe of work.

ltem 7

The Working Party will be provided with information on the work of other
i nternati onal governnmental and non-governnental organi zations on any aspects
of their activities which nmay be of interest to the Wrking Party.

ltem 8

The Working Party will consider its programre of work for 2000-2003 and
its cal endar of activities for 2000-2001

ltem 9

At the time of witing, the secretariat had no suggestions to make for
consi deration under this item

ltem 10

In accordance with the rules of procedure of the Comm ssion, the Wrking
Party elects its officers on a two-year basis. At its ninth session in
January 1999 M. Bol esl aw REY (Pol and) and Messrs. Noé&l COUPAYE (France) and
Claudio SIMEONI (ltaly) were elected Chairman and Vi ce-Chairnmen, respectively.

ltem 11

The Working Party will adopt its report on the basis of a draft prepared
by the secretariat.



