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The SECRETARY-CGENERAL: ladies and gentiemen, I am glad to be with you
ail today. ILet me begin by expressing my appreciratien for your serious,
accurate and objective coverage of United lations activities over the past
year. let me also express my thanks to Mrs. Sanaa Youssef for the very
helpful co-operation I have enjoyed from her and her colleagues on the
Executive Beard of the United ¥ations Correspondents' Association, together
with wv congratulations to next yesr's officers under President-elect Téd
Moreilo.

These last 12 months have brought their share of tragedy, frustration and
suffering, but there have also been reasons for hope in regard to some of the
main questions before the international community. We will need to proceed
with calm and perseverance to >uild upon these possibilities for progress. If
they set their minds to it, Covernments can indeed use the great potential of
¢his Organization to mamtam the peace and to further economic and social
develepment . A year ago, for example, 1 vnced my alarm over the xmpendlng
African crisis. Imltilateral co-operation is now playing an increasingly
important part in relief and dsvelopment of that continent.

Inceed, as we survey the plethora of international problems and consider
the United Nations role in dealmg with them, I think we have to ask ourselves
one fundamental question. do we really have to be reminded by disasters,
present or looming, of the need to use this Organization? We cannot afford to
succumb to this habitual human nearsightedness, shaken and sobered by the
extraor dinary suffering of world war. The interpational community has twice
cons tructed a global instrument for peace and security. It appears that we
tend to neglect the new enterp:rise when it looks too difficult and the passage
of time softens our memory of the last catas Lrophea Put in thris nuclear age,
time is not on our side. o

Fext year is the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations. A&s
Secretary—Ceneral, I would male one request of our Hewber Governments’ that
they reassess the commitment tkey undertook in signing the Charter in San
Francisco 40 years ago. At that time the new interndtional Organization
seemed humanity 's last best hope. If we have to undergo another conflict to
rekindle such enthusiasm, there will be nothing left to rebuild. I hope that
ail of us -— Governments, Secretar iat, commentactors from the media and indeed
the peoples of the world -~ will tdke a long and searching look at the United
NMations on next year's auniversary. We oOwe nothing less$ to succeeding
generations, especially durirg Internarional Youth Year, which we are also
about to ebserve. Uhere there are complaints and inadequacies ¥we must try to
rectify them. @ur overriding cbjective must be to strengthen this global
Organization. I firmly believe that is absolutely essential to all the
peeples of the world.

Let us werk to ensure that 1285 will witness a return to the vision and
courage that led to the founding of the United lMations 40 years ago. May it
be a year of renewved confidence in mwultilateral co-operation and of combined
efforts to bring help to those afflicted by hunger, poverty and deprivation.
let it truly be a year of the Inited Mations, in which we unite our strength
for the common security and prosperity, and may the new year bring peace and a
li1fe of digaity and justice to all.

(more)
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1 am pieased that :my dear friend and colizcagie, Prad lMorse, is here this
morning. As you know, I have asked Brad to assume 1important responsibilities
in relation to the crisis in Africa, 1 am most grateful to him, as he is
addirg to his already heavy responsibilities, and he 1s once again helping
humanity.

I am now open to your questions, ladies and gentlemen.

The PRESIDENT of UNCA: I%. Secretary-General, I should like to express
my thanks to-you for the kind words you addressed to the press anc UICA and to
thank you for your help and support and co-operation during the past Vear. I
fiope that that help and co-operation will continue in the future. Meanwhile,
on behalf of ny colleagues and mysel £, I w1sh you a Merry (,hrlstmas and a
Happy lew Year. :

My first question is this:  given the responses of all'parties concerned
ir the Arab-Israeli conflict to yowr proposal about using the ‘machinery of the
Seaurity Council in a new way to find a solution to that problem, would you
consider the proposal as an alternative to the International Peace Con ference
on the Middle Fast that might lead to a solution? 1If so, what are you waiting
fer in order to start putting things in motion?

The SERETARY-GENERAL. You know very well that we the United Nations are
open to all suggestlons_gﬁd are prepared to consider all initiatives.: Put
what is absolutely indispensable is to have a forum for discussing the liddle
East situation in a comprehensive way. UWe. need a forum; we need an umbrella
which deals with the pr#vlem. in a continuing way. That is what we consider
important. As you know, we are working very hard on the specific Lebanese
problem, but we never lose sight of the Middle East problem as a whole. That
is vhy I am openwinded and prepared to consider any suggestion coming from

any side,

QUESTI®N. A week ago you delivered an extrasrdinary,:very important
speech on disarmament, which met with high recognitien all over the world,
including my country, the German Bemocratic RBepublicz. What prampted you to
voice tiie alarm that you did? Secondly, does the record nusber of disarmament
resolutions at the thirty-ninth session of the Ceneral Assembly reflect toc a
certain degree your concern and the need for measures to prévent a nuclear
holocaust which you expressed so clearly in your statement?

The SECRETARY-CEVNERAL.. My cencern — 3zud it is wmot only my personal
concern but a reflecticn, I think, of the concerns of all huran beings, who
are really interested in their survival -- my concern as Secretary-General of

the United Mations, representing the membership of the United Mations, all
Governments and non—governmental Organizations interested in finding ways and
means of putting ar end to the arms race, was only to do what I comsidered to
be my duty, wamely, to express ny alarm, which is tbe alarm felt by so many
countries and by all human beings. -

QUESTION: To follow up on the first question: the Nagoura talks seem to
have hit a snag. Since your office initiated those talks, 1 wonder whether

you see the possibility of an carly breakthrough end, if so, would you apgree

(more)
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to a greater role in scuth Lebanon for the tnited ¥Mations Interim Force ir
Tebanon (UNIFIL) following Israeli wiihdrawal shouid the Yagcure talks succeed?

The SECRETARY~GENERAL: As you kanw, we at the United Mations are very
proud of having helped organize those talks in Faqoura. You 2re ail aware
that there is an agreement on the cbjectives —-- that is, the withdrawal of the
Israeli forces from Iebanon, the fuil sovereignty of Lebanon in the southern
part of its territory and an enlarged United Nations presence in the southern
part of Iekaunon. Now, what we — or the parties -- are trying to work out is
the wavs and means of implewmenting these ¢bjectives. £4s you know, we have
already had 10 wrecetings in Naqoura, and one more meeting 1s takding place .
tomorrow, I thimk, and then they are comsidering a recess. All I wish at this
stage 1s that nothing be done that will underuwine the efforts taking place in
Vaqoura. I think that boib sides should exert meximum restraint in order not
tc undermine this forum that has been created in Negoura. That 1s extremely
important, and I really make an appesal to the parties to exercise restrzint
and to protect this shelter, as it were, in which the two parties are
dizcussing something so important'. to achieve peace ia Lebanomn — swnirca is,
as I toid you, part of what we consider to be the ¢verall solution of the
Middle Fast oroblem.

QUESTION: Mr, Secretary-General, you spoke zbout the need for
mcltilateral co-oyperation; yet e see now two Member States anrouncing their
intention to withdrew from the thited Nations Educational, Sciemtific 2nd
Cultural Organizaticn (UNES(D), and we also see merbers ¢f vour own Staff
Ualor complaining about the political weight that is Leing brought to bear ¢n
decisions in the Fifth Cemuittee azud elsevhere in the Organization.

i [

Is it your sense that there is indeed a threat to multilateralism? How

d you explain a fhenomenon like thé threats to withdrew from UNESCO?

The SE(RETARY-CENERAL. Tirst of all, I think we all have tc admit that
tbere is & kind of a decline in meltilateralism end that in some countries
there is a trend back to bilater¢lism. But at the same time I think that most
of the countries of this Organization have a preference for any assistance
which goes to them through multilateral sourczes znd not through bilateral
sources, because all the assistance we provide to Memer States — not only
the United Yations, but all the organizatiens in the United Mations system
1z assistance with no pré—conditions —— with no strings. I think that -is
extrenely iwportant, mainly for the develioping countries.

Developing cowniries want assistance with no political motivaticns. That
1s why I think we have te keep fighting for miltilateralism as the best yay of
assisting the developing countries. As For the possibility cf some countries
withdrawing, for instance, frcm the thited Nations Educatiomal, Scientific and
Cuoltural Organization, I think my position is very clear. I have made it
public, directly and indirectiy. Ir is that, first, as Secretary-Genmeral, I
am in favour of the universality »f international orgenizations and, secondly,
if it is considered that somathing is wroug with an organization, please stay
incide and fizht from inside. I think if you want to correct what is wrong,
well, keep fiyhting and try ta correct vhsr s wruug in ihe prganizarien.

(more)
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QUESTIOM (inter pretation from fpanish ). Sir, you said, with respect to
the withdrawval of the United States from the United iations Educational,
Scieptific and Cultural Organization, that it could have a negative impact on
the entire United Mations system. Would you say the same thing about the
position of rejection taken by the United States about the Intexnational Court
of Justice in the casz of M.caragua?

The SE(RETARY-GENERAL (interpretation from Spanish).. I am in favour of
the use of the international agencies. The United States, of course, is a
sovereign country which can take its own decisicns, but I consider that the
channels ¢f the United Nations thould always be used, since they are the best

way of providing an iwpartial ssclution to internmational problems.

QUESTION. ~ Sir, since the launching of the new international economic
oxder z&ndihe subsequent sixth and eleventh special sessions, that legacy bhas
teen left to global negotiations now regarded as a total failure and seen as
put on the slow back-burner. Do vou share this view and hew do you comment,
tearing in wmind that failure to act has brought the developing countries to
near-bankruptcy and to their easing along from one crisis to another?

The SNCRETARY-CENERAL-. One of my great disappointments is that there is
no progress in this very important enter ise, which 1is to launch global
negotiations. &s Secretary-General of the United Matioms, I would say that,
hough we are not part of the global negotiations, we are the appropriate,
indis pensable forum for those negotiations. At the same time, I have always
been involved in all kinds of discreet, quiet activities trying to get the two
parties, the Korth and the South, together. Let me repeat that it is one of

my biggest disappointments that there is no real progress towards global
negotiaclions.

GUESTION. This is a kind of follow-up on previous qiestions. Cn the eve
of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, we are witnessing various
attempts to put pressure on the Crganization, as, I would say, reflections of
the rather temse state of international reilations. ¥y question is, how do yocu
envisage further internationai developnent and the future of the Organization
at the end of this milennium, at the end of the year 20007 '

The SECRETARY-GENERAL. I think this Orgznization is, as you very well
know, ir the hands of its Menbers. The United Mations is not a
superstructure. It is just a forum in which PFember countries try together to
discuss problems related to peace and security. But, of course, as far as we,
the United Nations Secretariat, are concerned, we are constantly trying to
improve our efficiency and trying to make this instrument —- the United
Pations -~ as efficient as possible.

On the other Land, the Secretary-General, as I have told you since I took
cver, 1s always prepared to play the role of a channel of communication
betveen Member ceuntries for the solution of their problems, to express what
the international feeling is, how the international community feels about the
main problems. That is why I macde that rather long speech on disarnament:

(nere)
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because I thought that as Secretary—Cenerai of the United Mations I had to
express wy alarm and to alert the international community about a problem
which 1s of concern to the whole of huwankxind.

That, I think, is the way in which we, the Secretariat, can work: making
our United Mations more efficient, on the one hand, asd, on the other, the
Secretary-Generzl being a kind of conscience of the intermaticnal community
and expressing the concern of the international community on the main
political, economic .and social issues.

QUESTION (interpretation from Spanish). 7o return to the subject of the
Fiddle Fast, when-you propose alternative mechranisms to the international
conference, because the proper.conditions for such a conference have not come
about, what do you have in wmind — something like Contadora?

The STCRETARY-GEFERAL (interpretation from Spanish)s Fo. In one of my
reportsmto the General Assembly I have proposed a completely different option
of which, being new here, vou may not be aware. It is to use the Secur ity
Council as the forum for discussions on all aspects of the tiiddle East
problem, naturally with the presence and co-operatien of all the par ties
involved.

QUESTIOK (interpretation from Spanisht). In other words, the permanent
menbers of the Security Council who re fuse to hold such a conference would
continuve to be present during such discussiouns?

The SECRETARY-GENEPAL (inter pretation from Spanish): You had asked me
what my alter native was, and I vas telling you what I had proposed. We zust
keep on workilng and we must try to use our imagination to come up with other
formulas. But the wmain point is that we must tackle the Middle East problem
in order to initiate a negotiating process whiich would lead to a.solution e f
the problem. This will not happen in 24 hours or 24 days or even 24 months,
but we have to get 1t goilmng.

QUESTIOF: I presume that you have seen today's edition of The Few York
Times. There is a story there vhich says that you quietly opposed the
approval of over §73 million for the new ECA {Economic Commission for Africa]
headquar ters in. Addis Ababa. If it is true that you did oppose it quietly and
that you were not happy with the vote yesterday, why is this so? RBut if you
did not oppose it, could you tell us your impression or opinion about the vote
yesterday?

The SECRETARY-GEMERAL: I do not oppose the idea. I opposed the timing.,

QUESTI®ON: PFext week will be the fifth anniversary of the Soviet military
intervention in Afghanistan. Whoat are the prospects in 1965 for a settlement
of the problem resulting from that :intervention?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Since you are a very well-informed jourmalist,
you know that next February a new meeting of the two parties with my personatl
representative will take place in Geneva. I hope very much that both sides
will show eanugh flexibility for some progress to be made.. I chould like to

(more)



~ 6 - Press Release SG/SM/3649
19 Dzcerber 1584

take advantage of your question to say that I think it is high time for us ro
make real progress on this particular issue.

QUESTIOM: The tragedy at Bhopal raises once agailn the question of the
relevance of the United Nations. That tragedy you did not comment on, and
there has been no move to gather together the forces in the world which sheuld
get together and vote a code of conduct on the transfer into developing
countries of hazardous wastes. This point, I think, needs some elucidation,
since eyebrows have been raised in many places.

The SECRETARY-CENERAL. Well, as perhaps yvou know, in the United latiens
system, we have appropriate bedies to deal with this problem. The United
Mations Environment Programme (UNEP) is preparing a report on that particular
sub ject, and our Centre on Transnational Corporations is also considering this
problem. The United Fatione is, through its appropriate bodies, dealing with
the prdblem, '

QUESTION: I should like to follow up on yesterday's vote on the
conference centre in Ethiopia. You have been to that area and seen the
suffering yourself. What, sir, in your opinion, 1S more important- a
multimillion dollar conference centre for the country or food and medicines
for the famine-stricken Lthioplians? What do you think are the priorities?

The SECRETARY-CEFERAL: I have already answered the question. It 1s, of
course, not for me — I am not a Yember of the General Assembly -- to cast a
vote. DBut I thought the idea was correct, but the time not appropriate.

QUESTIOM. Is there any way in which you can circumvent the decis ion of
the General Assembly yes teréay, perhaps by delaying this operation and the
expenditure of so much money in this untlmely way; ‘as you yourself have iust
said? :

The SECRETARY-GENERAL. I am the humble servant of the Ceneral /ssembly,
ny dear friend.

QUESTIONM. What is your assessment o f the response of the internaticnal
conmunity to yow appeal for more a'id to relieve the African economic CIlSlS,
and also what are the prospects for more assistance next yezx?

The SEETAPY~CENERAL: 1 am extremely encouraged by the first reactiom I
got from the internatiomnal community, and I think that, under the chairmanship
of my colleague, Mr. lorse, we are going to get still better results.

QUESTIOK:. Do you feel that there is any contradiction between the purely
reporting and informational functions of DPI and the increasing nuaber of
advocacy tasks allotted to it in Asserbly resolutions every year?

The SECRETARY-~CGFNFRAL: I shall call on my colieague Mr. Akashi to answer
that questien. - -

Mr . AKASHI (Uncer-Secretary-General for Public Information):. Indeed,
there is a serious problem between the two different functions that are thrust

(more)
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upon DPI. Cpe is, as you pointed out, the task of reporting and the coverage
of events and activities of the United l'ations as ob jectively as possible.
This has been the mandate given to us since 1946.

Rut at the same time, as yeu have pointed out, the General Assembly keeps
calling upon us to promote or advocate causes of disarmament and development,
the hurpanifarian causes and political matters that preoccupy the Assembly
itself. We try our best to reconcile and harmonize these twe functions that
are thrust upon the Secretariat., But the Secretatiat is not a completely
independent body. ¥We have to carry out the mandates given to us and to obey
then within these constraints, and. it is indeed sometiwmes a very narrow peth
to tread between these different constraints. 3But we try to do our best.

CQUESTION (interpretation from Spanish): We kanow your nmederate and
preventive diplomacy, which is reflected in your recent report on the Central
American situation: Fowever, we wonder whether you feel that the time has -
ceme to abandon that course so that you might produce some new initiative to
propose to the Contadora Group in order to find a definitive solution to this
serious prob lem.

The SECRETARY-GEMERAL (interpretation from Spanish):. I believe the
Contadora Group 1is carryisg out a very 1lmportant mission. First, it is thanks
to the work of the Contadora Group, 1ts constant work, that 1t has proved
possisle to prevent the situation from becoming worse. The fact that that
effort is being made all the tine has been a deterrent to those who might have
wished to aggravate the situation, so we can give the Contadora Group credit
for that important point -- i1ts containing influence.

1 recognize the complexity of the problem. Any Initiative by the
Secretary-General or any cother. person or institution should. not b¢ cons idered
to indicate a lack of confidence 1in the work of the Contadora Group. That
would be very unfair. 1t has teen working very hard. So I think the

Contadora CGroup should be allowed time, and certainly it will come up with a
solution. E ; ;

CUESTION. The General Assembly has given you a new mandate rte use your
good offices to try to brimg Britain and Argentina to the negotiating table on
the Faiklands (Malviras) conflict. Do you have any ideas or prospects ef
getting Pritain to accept the General Assembly resolution, or will you just
let this lie until the next Ceneral Assembly?

The SECRETARY-GENMERAL: I have already sent a letter to the two parties
renewing my disposition to be of help to the two sides in order to help solve
their differences peacefully. 1 am always hoping for a positive, constructive
reaction from the two sides. - :

IQUESTIOI"'. You have repeatedly extolled the usefulness of quiet diplomacy
in problem—solving. 1In the context of the Middle East, weuld it net be

reasonable to assume that quiet bilateral negotiations between 1lsrael and its

(mere)
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neighbours would be, at this point in’time, the mwost useful approach to at
least getting something in moticn as regarcs peace in the region? Would you.
be willing to endorse that sort of approach?. '

The SECBRETARY-GENERAL: As Secretary-Genéral of the United FMations, I am
always in favour of any solution that is a negotiated solution. If there is
any initiative in that sense, if any of the parties are prepared to have
discussions among themselves, that is bilaterally, it is not for me to be
against that. But I think we must be very careful, and to try to help solve
the problem in a global mwanner. Perhaps it would be wrong to try to éisperse
the efforts. I think it is in the interest of the common cause, which is the
solution of the problem, to try a kind of global approach to the solution of
the problem. '

QUESTION,. Do you intend to take any particular action as
Secretary-Ceneral for the fortieth anniversary of the United Mations, or to
make a rartlcular plea on a problem you cons 1der crucial, apart from the
African crisis? :

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I have already said that I expect lMember
countries to recommit themselves to the United Wations Charter, the United
Nations principles, which they signed .40 years ago.. If I could secure the
observance by countries of vhat they signed in 1945, and other countries
signed when they entered the (rganization later, it would be a tremendous
achievement. If Member countries really were committed to the implementation
of the United Mations Charter in all its aspects, that would really be a
tremendous ac‘uevement. : :

QUESTION:. Al though this question was asked by a colleague, wmay I iwpose
on you to update in English, for the benefit of English-spesking listeners,
the Central American situation as you see it, and tell us what prospects there
are for solutions.

1he CECRElAR’1(~(31’:21\‘1EIRAL° I think you don't trust our interpreters.
(Laughter) ' ;

What I said is that I think the Contadora Group hzas already achieved
something very important. It has contained the crisis in some ways, because
although they have been negotiating for such a short time they have been able
to stop the deterioration of ‘the crisis. That, in itself, is very important. .
As you very well know, they keep trying, in a very democr atic manner, to solve
the problem in agreement with all parties concerned. It is a very complicated
problem, you cannot expect the Centadora Group to produce miracles in just a
few months. As I have said before on other occasions, it is a structural
problem that needs a vexry compréiensive-solution. That, T think, is why one
has to be patient and maintain confidence and give all credit to the four
Contadora countries.

OUESTION (interpretation from French). Civen the result of the Addis
Ababa summit and in view of the resolution adopted by the Gemeral Assembly

with regard to Western Sahara, do you think -- on the political level -—- that

(more)
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there are opportunities for a process that the United Mations could exbark
upon ?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL (interpretation from French). By defivition, the
United MNations is available to the parties. It is my impression that at
present the parties are considering the possibility of having recourse to the
Organization for the solution to the problem you mention.

QUESTIOF. There seems to be some disagreement betweem the two sides to
the Cyprus question about the precise nature of the meeting which is to take
place hexe in Few Yotk on 17 Jantary. 1s this going to be a negotiating
session or , in your estimation, is it something different from that?

The SECRETARY-GEMERAL:. As jou can imagine, I do not see the meeting as a
mere forwmality. What I expect from the meeting is a constructive discussion
in which the parties will present their views on my presentation. That is how
I see it,

QUESTICF. [Famibia is a special responsibility of the United Mations. I
wonder if you could give us your assessment of any progress macde this year.
If there has been no progress, why not?

The SERETARY-GENERAL. On lamibia, I have to express my disappointment,
because I do not thivk we have made enough progress. I must say that this is
due mainly to the fact that this pre-condition to the solution of the problem
has been unduly inserted —— that is, for the implementatiovn of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978). 1 want to be quite clear. I am disappointed,
and I think that we are not making enough progress. I think that the United
Mations, as well as the parties honestly interested in the solution of the
problem, should exert any pressure in order to accelerate the process.

CQUESTION: Tvo questions, if I may, one about your role in the episode of
the bijacking of the Ruwaiti airliner: what did you come up with, what
conclusions or ideas might you be entertaining, to deal with such situations,
particulerly in that some courtries have conveyel to you their readimess to
co-orerate on this? My second question relates to lLebanon. What is your
opinion of vhere the United Mations Interim Ferce in Lebanon (UMNIFIL) should
be deployed? The lebanese maintain it should be deployed teo the south of the
Litani; the Israelis say it should be to the north. And what is the émer ican
role? 1Is it a supportive one, a parallel one? Does M . Purphy co-ordinate
with you on these matters?

The SECRETARY-CENERAL: First of all, as far as the hijacking is
concerned, I think my first reaction is to condemm these exercises that put
the lives of innocent people in jeopardy .

Secardly, I would ilike to say that, as far as the Secretary-General is
cencerned, I found co-operation from all sides -~ Iran, Kuwait -- and I was
constantly in touch with the Iranian Asbassador and with the Kuwaiti
fmbassador, and indirectly with the Americans as well, in order to help in
solving the prohlem.

{more)
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Fortunately or unfortunately, the United Mations is not a publicity
office and we never say wvhat we are doing. Buf I can assure you that even on
Saturdays and Sundays 1 was working to see if there were ways in which I could
help solve the problem and save human lives.

I received very pood co-operation from the Iranian Govermment and from
the Kuwalti Covernment I was a sort_ of channel of communication between the
two Governments throug’s‘ their representatlves here at the Upited PMations.

As far as your secoad question is concermed, I think it is extremely
interesting. FKowever, you, a person from the area, certainly understand that
it is not for the Secretary-General to e\_cpress his views at the very moment
vhen there are very important and serious negotiations between the two sides,
Lebanon and Israel. I think it would be inappropriate for the
Secretary-General of the United tations, which provides a shelter for the
meetings, to embark upon speculatlons or to express ideas about how the trOOps
should be ‘deployed. T am sorry that I cannot give a direct answer to your
question for reasons that I am sure you understand very well.

CUESTION. Vas there constant co—ordlnatlon between IMr. Richard Murphy's -
missiou and the Unlted P’at10ns°

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: r. Murphy's exercise was an entlrely independent
one;, 1t was not related to the United Mations efforts. -

QUESTICH: 4An g}:amihation of the arrears oved to the United Fations
reveals that in !2 months' time, unless the Soviet Unior makes a major
contribution, under Article 19 of the Charter, it is due to lose its vote in
the General ASsetﬁbj{jo Is it yeur view that Article 19 should be enforced at
all times against all States equally?

The SECRETARY-GEMNERAL: I think the question —— which is important — is
for the GCeneral Assembly to decide. I do not like to inter fere with the
decisions of the General Assembly.

QUESTION: In your round-up of the session, where would you place the
decision of the General Assenbly on the Convention on torture?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I think it vas ore of the great achievenents of

this session of the General Assembly. I ‘think that Cormwentios iS one mere
step towards the codification of 1nternat10na1 law.

QUESTION:. Would you tell us your hopes for the coming Cyprus high-level
meeting and vhere it will take place. :

The SECRETARY-CEMEPAL: As T have said, on all issues with which I deal I
am always hope ful but avoid saying that I am optimistic oOr pessimistic.
Lovever, I hope very much that if the parties —~ as I expect — refrain from
public statewents that would, mdermlne the chances ¢f achieving progress,
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there are reasons for hope. Wat is very important is that the parties
exercise self-restraint and contribute to preparing the atmosphere for real
progress on the Cyprus questioi.

QUESTICY {interpretation from French). You said that the summit would
last two or three days. Lo you think two or three days will be enough to
reach. an agreement on the broad outlines that you will submit to the parties?

The SECRETARY-GENEZAL (interpretation from French): Ve heve made great
progress in our talks, in the proximity talks. We have cleared a large amount
of ground, and T think with the proper political will and determination of the
parties we can resch — well, we have never had the idea of concluding
agreements on all the problems of Cyprus, but we want to establish a framework
to provide a solution to the problem. There will be factors now to work out,
particularly on the details. This is what I expect from this meeting. that a
broad outline be given to the working group so that it can discuss the details

of a comprehensive apreement on the problenm.
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