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WORLD YOUTH ASSEMBLY DOCUMENTS

Introduction

The World Youth Assembly was convened under United Nations
auspices at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 9 to
18 July 1970 as part of the observance of the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the Organizatiom,

Al]l Member States of the Umited Nations were invited to
send up to five young people to participate in the Assembly;
gimilar invitations were asent to several non-self-governing
territories. In addition, the Planning Committee, composed of
thirteen international youth and student organizations,® was
authorized to select up to 126 young people, and this Committee
in turn invited some national and international youth and student
organizations to nominate candidates, among whom were young people
from countries and territories not represented in the United
Nations. All participants were admitted to the Assembly on an
equal basis and exercized the same rights,

U Thant, Secretary-General of the United Nations, officially
opened the Assembly on Thursday, ¢ July. His opening address
was followed by an address fram His Excellency Mr. Richard M. Akwei,
Chairman of the Committee for the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the
United Nations. A third address was given by Mr. Frangois Pouliot,
Chairman of the Planning Committee for the World Youth Assembly.

The Secretary-General gave his final address to the Assembly on
17 July.

Following a nomination procedure based on regional meetings,
the Assembly elected an eighteen-member Steering Committee®™* during
the opening plenary meeting. The Steering Committee designated
Mr. Pedro Henriquez as Temporary Chairman for the first and second
plenary meetings -and subsequently designated Mr. Lars Thalen as
Permanent Chairman. At its third plenary meeting, the Assembly
accepted the proposed agenda comprising four major topics: World
Peace; TIlevelopment; Education; Man and Enviromment.

*  See annex 2.
**  See ennex 1. /...



Subsequently, four commissions were formed and met on Friday
afternoon, 10 July, and continued working during ten half-day
meetinges until the final plenary meetinz, on Friday, 17 July.
Bach commission elected its own Chairman and Rapporteur or
Rapporteurs, determined its agenda, and presented a report to the
Assembly in plenary session. These four reports were discussed
and noted by the plenary meeting of the Werld Youth Assembly.

The Chairman of the Steering Committee presented a statement on
behalf of the Committee, amd this was also noted by the Assembly.
The final act of the Assembly was the adoption of a message
addressed to the General Assembly of the United Nations.
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Message adopted by the World Youth Assembly and to be presented to the
twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly of the United Nations

The participants of the World Youth Agsembly, organized as part of the United
Nations twenty-fifth anniversary;

Conscious of the place and the increasing role of youth in today's world, in
social, political and economic life in the struggle of the people and of
progressive forces growing greater every day; conscious of their great
responsibility for safeguarding peace, liberty and independence of peoples and for
the construction of a better future;

Regret that the conditions of the World Youth Assembly did not permit the
participation in the Assembly of all the youth organizations and movements which,
with their people, fight against imperialism and for liberty, independerice, reace
and progress; and thus not assure the real representative and universal character
of the Assembly ;

Having debated the fundamental problems of today's society and of internaticnal

life, as well as the role of young people in the battle against imperialism
and its policy of domination and aggression and youth's role in ending
under-development, hunger, misery, racism and illiteracy to assure the Iree
development of each country;

Consider that one of the essential conditions for the establishment of a
lasting peace is to guarantee the right of people to liberty and independence;
repudiate the bloc politics of the great Powers and the thesis of "limited
sovereignty";

Express their decision to take a stand against aggression in any form and

against imperiaslism, cclonialism and neo-coleonialism; to fight for the
elimination of the danger of a third world war and to safeguard world peace; to
affirm their solidarity with the pecople and youth of Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos
in demanding the immediate cessation of American aggression against the
Indo-Chinese peoples, the withdrawal of American troops and allies, and the
recognition of the right of the peoples of the Indo-Chinese peninsula to decide

thelr own destiny without foreign interference.
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Express their solidarity with the struggle of the Palestinian people and
demand the immediate withdrawal of Israeli troops from all cccupied Arab
territories, the restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people
to self-determinaticn, the establishment of a unitary, democratic State in
Falestine, the recognition of the right of all people of that region to an
independent existence and of the underlying principle of the inadmissibility of
acquisition of territories by force.

Call upon the Government of the Soviet Union to immediately withdraw its
occupying forces from Czechoslovakia, and to restore full demccracy in that
country.

Noting that the continuance of colonial domination over peoples constitutes a
sericus blow against human rights and a permanent threat to peace, the
participants dencunce with indignation the colonial war pursued by Portugual against
the peoples of Angola, Guinea (Bissau) and Mozambique - led by MPLA, PAIGC and
FRELIMO, respectively - affirm support with their fight and express full
solidarity with the struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa, and ILatin America
and with all the people which fight against imperdialism, coloniglism,
neo-colonialism, and for liberty and independence; condemn the racist régimes in
South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe, and the fasclst regimes in Greece, Spain,
and Portugal, among others.

Propose that the Qeneral Assembly of the United Nations demand that the
United States sign and uphold the Genocide convention.

Address to the General Assembly of the United Nations at its anniversary
session their greeting, which i1s that of young people of diverse political,
philosophical and religious orientations and of different international
alffiliations. They cherish the hope that this session will mark a significant
moment in the growth of the role and the effectiveness of the United Nations, in
the strengthening of respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter,
and in the realization of the objectives of the jubilee, "Peace, justice, progress".

Express the desire that the United Nations and its Mewber States will
intensify their efforts:

- to reaffirm and to respect the principles of independence and soverelgn

equality of States and of non-interference in the affairs of other countries; to
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develop friendly relations among nations, founded on mutual respect and the right
of peoples to decide for themselves their own destiny; to eschew reccurse to {orce
cr threat of force against the territorial integrity of States or the freedom of
peoples; to resolve international differences by peaceful means; to strengthen
world peace and security;

- to realize the universality of the United Nations, which implies especially
the recognition of the legitimate rights of the People's Republic of China,
admissicon of the two German States, the Federal Republic of Germany and the
German Demcecratic Republic, and of other countries, which actions would constitute
an important step in increasing the prestige and effectiveness of the United
Nations;

- Lo take appropriate action towards the application of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, towards abolishing
racial discrimination and observing the principles set forth in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights;

- to support the efforts and the struggle of pecples against their condition
of under-development, against hunger and against all the obstacles that impede
their steps on the path of progress and civilization;

- 0 support the efforts towards the utilization of the conguests of science
for human progress and to undertake adequate action in the field of environment;

- £0o put an end to any system of neo-colonialist exploitation, assuring
especially that the national resources of each country will be put to use for
the develepment of its own economy and for the establishment of economic
relations on the basis of full equality and mutual benefit;

- to undertake concrete measures in order to realize general disarmament,
the destruction of the military blocs and bases;

- tc abolish the power of veto in the Security Council;

- to improve the structure, the activity and the functioning of the United
Yations;

Call on the United Naticns to recognize the rights of young people to have an
active role in the activities of the United Nations.
Requeagt the Governments of Member States to act in such a way as to ensure

the education of the young people in the spirit of the ideas of peace, mutual
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respect, co-operaticn between peoples and to give the young generation broad access
to education and culture, to assure their right to a place in society and to
employment, to the training necessary for many-sided develorment of the individual
personality, to active participation in the organs of decision affecting the
palitical and social life of the people;

Affirm their convietion that the co-operation of the young must te intensified
constantly, and call upon organizations and the young people of different political
opinions and philosophies to unite on the bagis of concrete objectives against
Imperiallsm, colonialism, neo-coloniglism, and for liberty, independence,
democracy, peace, jugstice and the progress of all peoples.

Propose to the General Asgenbly of the Unlted NWations to declde that the

World Youth Assembly will be convened every two years, and on a more democratic
bagis.
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STATEMENT BY THE STEERING COMMITIEE OF THE
WORLD YOUT'H ASSEMBLY

The Steering Committee,
Grateful that the first World Youth Assembly has been convened under the
aueplces  of the United Nations,

Fxpresses thanks tn the General Assembly of the United Nations, the
Commission on the preparatiocn of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Unlted

Nations, and the Planning Comm’ttee for the prepsratory work making this Assembly

possible,
Expresces further thanks to the Unlted Netlons staff, the United Netions

volunteers and those working with the non-conference activitles for an unseifish
work of great magnitude, thus enabling participants to carry out their work;

Regrets, however, that preparations for the Assembly were inadequate as to
the understanding of the role, work and representativeness of the World Youth
‘Assembly;

Regrets further that it has been impossible for participants from the
People's Republic of China, the Democratic People's Republic of Kores, the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the Provisional Revolutionary Government of
South Viet-Nam to attend the World Youth Assembly, thus depriving the Assembly
of the contributions from major forces of the conﬁémporarylworld;

Stresses the long-range importance of the frultful exchanges that have taken

place among particlpants;
Welcomes the fact that a channel for young people from all over the world
to influence the activities of the United Nations system has been opened;
Wishes that concrete action to safeguard the malntenance and strengthening
of youth influences in the United Nations be considered immediately in the
appropriate United Nations bodies and the Planning Committee.
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FEPORTS OF THE COMMISSIONS

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON WORLD PEACE
(Comnission 1)

1. In the course of the World Youth Assembly, the Commission on World

Feace held its meetings from 10 to 16 July, 1970. In 5 broad debste,
delegates from over 100 countrles, mational 1iberation movements and
Internatioml youth ard student crganizations expressed their opinions on

the min iassues concerning the struggle for pesce and criticsl evolwation

of the United Nations. Although on some subjects differences of opinion
Gppedred, it was clearly recognized by the Commission that the causes of

war and threat to world peace are to be seen in the imperialist aggressions
and in the oppression of peoples by colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism

- and arartheid, Therefore, special extra-time was given to the representatives
of mitiona) liberation movements representcd at the Commission, remely

those of Angola, Guinea {Bissau), Mozambique, Falestine, Puerto Rico,

South Africa end Zimbabwe to acquaint the participants with thelr just
struggle for national independence as one of the most lmportant contributions
to the world-wide anti-imperialist struggle for world peace.

2, The Ccmm!ssion expressed the strangest indignation, protest and
conjemstion by warld youth of United States aggression in Viet-Mam, [aos, and
Cambodis., In deelaring its full solidarity with the heroie struggle of the
Vietnamese people and youth the majority of the participants decided not

to give the floor to the representatives of the Saigon, Seoul and Taiwan régimes.
3., The Commission strongly upheld the inalienable right to self-dctermination

of all peoples. It declared its full solidarity and support.to the
Paleetinian struggle for national liberation and welcomed 1ts humane
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ochjective to eatablish a unitary democratic state in Palestipe., It strongly
condemned the oypressiﬁe end expangionist policies of Isrmel which are endangering
world peace and called for the immediste and unconditicasl withdrawal of 1ts troops
from cccupied Arab tervitories.

L. he Commiseion agreed that al? °~rms of colonial oppression should be
completaly sbolished. It deelured .z full solidarity with the youth of
Mozamblique, Angola, Guine-Biseao, as well as with all young fighters for nsticnal
independence and strongly condemed the oppressive policy of Portugal end Spsin
vwhich is actively supported by erms end other means by the major imperialist States,
especially the United Ststes of Americe, the United Kingdom, the Federal Republic
of Germany, France and Japen. The Commission strongly condemned the racist and

fescist régimes of South Africe and Rkodesia.
5. The Commission expressed the feeling that the impossibility of achieving peace

in Iatin Averica is the responsibility of the United States Government, whose
interventicnist, sggressive and rapacious policy threatens the sovereignty and
dignity of the pecples of this continent as well as the failure of the‘eo-called
"representative demoeracy”. That it why only the struggle for netional liberation
can extricagte pemce for these peoples.

It supported the atruggle for the liberation of Puerto Rico and other peoples
Irom coloniel domipation

It expressad soliderity with the struggle against imperialist penetration and
despotic and reactionary rdgimes in the latin American continent as vell as
solidarity with the struggle to wodify economic and social structures which is
belny woged by nationasl liberation movements in the mountains and cities of tha
continent.

Tt condemed the Organization of American States (0AS) which serves as a tool
of United Statep interests.

It also expressed 1ts condemmation of the constant provocations perpetrated
by United States imperialism, as well as of the ecanomic hleckade which 1t
conducta against the Cuban Revalution, with the concurrence of the puppet rdgimes
of the continent.
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6.

emphasized thet an effective system of collective securlty 1n Furope could be

Considering the problems of pemce and security in Europe, the Commission

reached only cn the basis of the recognition of the actusl realitlies and exlsting

State borders, including that between the Federal Republic of Germany ard the

German Democratic Republic, and equal rights for all European States.

T. The Commission emphasized thatlthe rights of minorities should be protected

in all couniries, without discrimination es to race, colour or creed. It expressed

its grave concern over racial discrimination in the United States of Americes and-
its full pupport and admiration for the growing liberation movement in the Unlted

Statcs itself which 1s engaged in a hard struggle for equal rights.

8. The Commission condemned fascist and militarist régimes in Greece, Spain and

Portugal, and strongly supported all forms of struggle against racism and reaction.

9. FReallzing that it is incumbent upon world youth to play an active and concrete

role in the implementation of ite aspirations, the Commission calls upon thie

youth mssembly to support in word and deed all movements of national liberation

struggling azuinst colonialism, neo-colonialism end imperislism &nd for

self-determination:

(a) To contribute towards the solidarity of youth with liberation movements by
answering thelr appeals for comtributions;

(b} To refuse to serve in armies of colonization and sggression, while the youth
already in service in such armies should razlly tc the liberetion movements;

(c) To mobilize youth in order tc demand that thelr Covernments stop supplying
arms to the Portuguese and South African colonial armies; and that they
asslst in implementing the recommendations of the Conference on Solldarity
with the Portuguese Colonies held in Rome on 27-2% Jume 1370;

(d} To support tbe ten points of the Provieional Revolutionary Govermment of the
Republic of South Viet-Nem and to press for an immediate and unconditiomal
withdrawal of Unlted Statea troope from South Esst Asia ae well as to press
for the recognition of the provisionsl revoluticonary Government of South
Viat-Nam;

(e} Mo condemn the despotic régimes of Latin America, sponsored by United States
imperinliem, which are waging a policy of repression and f~=+h against thelr

[ens
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peaples, a3 18 the case with the Govermmemts of Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay,
Nicaragua, Haiti end the Dominican Republic, etc., and to request the
withdrawal of United States military missions from Latin America.
Recognizing ine important role which the Upited Naticns could play, the
Commiesion critically singled out many failures and shortcemings in

United Nations procedures and functioming, particularly reccmmends to the
United Natioms:

a»

b.

Cs

d.

1'

The restoration of the full rights of the People's Republic of China in
the United Fations;

The implementation forthwith of the principle of universality and to react
favoursbly on the membership of the People's-Temocratic Republic of- Korea
the Depacratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the German Democratic Republic;
The restructuring of the Committee on Decolomization (Counittee cf
Tweaty-Four) so that the majority of the countries of the Committee

will be truly anti-imperialistic;

The improvisation of genuinely new and more effective steps on the way to
general and complete dimarmament, including partisl measures, so that
mare resources could be mede availsble to the developing countriec;

The imposition of seanctions on any Member State vhich fails to treat
liberation movement fighters as prisoners of war in eccordance
with the Genzva Conventions;

To support all the progressive forces in the United States of America

vho struggle against all types of racism;

To express soliderity with the progressive forces in Northern Ireland

and to call for the immedimte release from prison of Miss

Eernadette Devlin, M.P.;

To undertake nev steps for European security by important youth actionse
for an all-European State conference, and to support the initiative of
P{inish Youth organizetions to hold a Eurvpeen Youth Conference;

To press for the elimfnation of all military bases on forcign territories,
including the restitution of the Panama Canal to ite rightful owners.

[ooe
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11. Many other specific proposals were put to the floor to be added to the Report .
of the Rapporteurs after 1its adoption by the Commission in its morning session of
Thursday, 16 July 1970. In its afternnon session, the Commlssion decided thet in
view of the fact thet most of the new proposels dealt with speclfic details and
areas of eoncern, the discussion of vhich would again requlre A new series of

sesaions and debates, it will saticfy itself with the Feport as ratified during
the morolng session.
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON DEVELOFMENT

(Commission II)

A. Development is a political and social proeess which in its highest form creates
conditions for the integral development of the individual man and of all members of
the human community.

Development, as a responsible and concerted action, can dominate the econcumic,
gsocial and political future and is the fundamental basis for the creation of 2 new
society without imperialism.

B. Imperialism is the stage of capitalism in which the internal market is
saturated, and new markets need to be opened up. At the same time, the production
of increasingly sophisticated goods requires an ever-increasing volume and variety
of raw materials which in the paet the traditionally imperialist countries acquired
from the Third World. This involved the export of capital from imperialist
countries, which served to strengthen their economic control over the Third World.
C. Economic domination tekes many forms but one of the most pernicious is the
creation of single-product economies, which oblige the Third World countries

to depend largely on the export of one commodity for their foreign exchange
earnings. In these circumstances there have emerged cases of development sectors
surrounded by constent lack of development. These sectors are usually in the

area of raw materials {sugar, o0il, coffee, rubber, etc. ). The other sectors of
the economy remain neglected and under-developed because they are not important
for the profit-seeking imperialists. This leads to an imbalance in the total
development of the economy.

D. Cultural domination is also a key element in the maintenance and consolidation
of imperialism. OFften, the mass media and educational inmstitutions distort
national cultures and isolate the victims of imperialism. When this situation

has been reached, it is often necessary to form new national cultures which

arise out of the struggle to end imperialism. This must not involve a return to
feudal or other erchaic wvalues. Above all, it requires an understanding of the
power which oppressed pecples, conscious of their history, cen employ to liberate

themselves.
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E. Pevelopment, then, on the basis of this historical understanding, becomes not

simply the attempt to help poor countries grow into rich countries, but rather the

process whereby the Third World escapes from the social and economic systems which
have been imposed on it.

F. S0 far this process can be seen in only a few countries, because the apparatus

of imperislism survives political independence. The colonial structures (colonial

administrators, corrupt bureaucrats, educational institutions) continue. As the
struggles for political independence are won, Third World countries face

neo-colonial control of their economic existence (by their previous or new masters ).
This contradiction, then, between the aspirations of the people for total
independence and the reality of continued exploitation, has forged a new awareness -
among many peoples of the Third World - of the nced to combat and defeat

imperialism in all its forms.

The increasingly aggressive and barbarous actions of imperialism - for instance
in southern Africa, Palestine, Santo Domingo, Czechoslovakia, Viet-FNam, etc. - as
well as the examples of successful struggle against it have helped to roster a
solidarity amongst the exploited people of the Third Werld.

G. It is clear that exploitation alone does not bring about change. Only a
consciousness of one’s own position in the world, and a clear analysis of who the
enemy is, can provide the eunergy necessary for the creation of s new world.

H. Levelopment must in the first place be the result of the freely expressed
national will., Development is not only the fruit of highly skilled technical
Services or simple governmment measures, and much less of foreign aid. Development
is fundamentally the work and the result of the people’s own efforts.

The peolicy of blocs and military treaties represents a resl and very
dangerous obstacle to the development of all netions, large and small, and has
very many unacceptable consequences for the development and aid programme of all
nations. At the same time, the experience of the countries which have achieved
national liberation should be %taken into account. Development must not be
imposed from outside with models and ideologies which are related to alien realities
and interests; it must arise from the cultures of the peoples themselves, and it

involves a profound transformation in ways of thinking, being and having.
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Pevelopment not only means the economic growth of a culture through which
existing wealth is augmented. Tevelopment presupposes the construction of a
new society and its results should be measured by its practical conseduences in
the human, social and popular environment.

I. Industrialization was considered ss a process of economic develepment in whick
an increasing part of natural resources is mobilized for the development of a
technically modern and diversified internal strueture characterizad by 2 dynamic
manufactural structure which has and produces means of production and consumer good
and is zble to ensure high rates of genersl economic growth and achievement of
economical and social progress.

Agricultural development was considered in relation to the need for land reforn
for co-operativism, for the elimination of alien influences and for the
liquidation of feudal vestiges, the fundamental principle being that the land
should be for the benefit of those who work it. Development calls for ownership
of the means of production by the workers.

Development was divided into two aspects or factors:

(a) Human factors:

A discussion was held on the theme of man as the flrst factor in development.
Certain attitudes towards change must be adopted. DPolicies in relation to
cconomic {trade, investment, industry) and political (public administration)
aspects must find new possibilities. The conditions of education (technical,
vocational, occupational) differ, especially in the sense that they have to
respond to the necessities of each country. The problems of migration from rural
to urban areas were cconsidered, as well as health, nutrition and assistance. A
drive to abolish poverty was considered as important. The need for planning was
stressed, as was the need for mass participetion, and particularly the need for
peace, justice, and public welfare as prereguisites for any development.

{b) Physical factors:

Pevelopment calls for the creation of an infrastructure (roads, communication,
etc., ) as a Tirst step. The Commission also stressed the importance of having
natural resources, and the need to exploit them. The agrarian structure should

be transformed, and agriculture end production diversified.
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PROPOSALS

1. The young people of the world should encourage their Governments to recognize
the mother language of majority populations in their countries as the official
language.

2. Both the structure and the content of education in the developing countries
must be changed. The structure has been determined by select minorities; it is
anti-democratic, and has produced a content which does not serve the interests of
the exploited people. Fducation has tended rather to create a "white-collar
mentality" and to promote Western values and structures in preference to indigenous
ones.

3. Youth should see that their education comprises the study of changes in
agricultural and industrial developmant.

L, Youth, especially in the exploited countries, should be given practical and
technical education and not simply book learning., This may help solve the problem
of unemployment. Speciel institutions could be set up for more young people to
study crafts.

Guidelines should be established to stop the brain-drain from the developing
countries. The guidelines should include the following:

(a) Governments should be requested to appeal to persons recelving training
or pursuing a course of study abrcad to return and help in the national
constructioﬁ effort;

(b) Countries absorbing skilled persons from other countries should be
required to pay compensation. An internaticnal agency should he set up for the
express purpose of assessing the sums and amounts involved.

5. Youth taking part in this World Youth Assembly should go back home and infuse
their countrymen with the desire to play active roles in different organizations,
especially in organizaticns dealing with agricultural and industrial development.
6. A "Special Fund" should be established with contributions from each
participant in the WYA, to send material support to the Africarn liberation
movements.

7. Delegetes to this Assembly will assist, in every possible way, the liberation

movements throughout the world.
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8. The youth of all countries should be educated in a profound feeling of
international petriotism, so that they become aware of the struggle and suffering
of the exploited and colonized peoples of the world and sympathize with them.

9. Liberalization of trade both among the expleited nations, and between the
developed and the exploited nations, should be encouraged.

The developing nations should conclude regional trade arrangements or
establish free trade areas with lowering of trade barriers to promote co-operative
developnment.

Developed nations should grant non-reciprocal trade preferences to the
products of the exploited nations, and should encourage trade in these products
at equitable and remunerative prices. The granting of preferential treatment
should not require any concessions or political dependence on the part of the
exploited countries.

10. Measures should be taken to diversify the production of the developing
countries and open up markets for this production.

In addition, tariffs and trade agreements between developed and developing
countries should foster the export of mamufactured products rather than raw
materials from the developing countries. Policies within the exploited countries
should also be oriented towards thie end. Prices for raw materials, when they are
exported, should be stabilized at a sufficiently high lewvel to provide a fair
return to the exploited country. -

11. Tnternational liguidity should be improved, by increases in international
funds snd by clearing agreements, to facilitate increased trade.

12. Economic anéd technical aid should be given, not on the basis of charity

but as an obligation by the developed countries. The granting of aid should not

be contingent upon any political or economic concessions or ties on the part of the
recipient.

13. The World Benk and other international Institutions should be strongly
criticized for the role they have played in hindering dewelopment. The conditions
on which it has given aid, especially the onerous terms on which loans have been
given, have placed heavy burdens on the developing countries.

1k, All natural resourcee of the developing countries should be nationalized

and there should be increased government control of foreign enterprises in the
context of a naticnal development plan, with a view to ensuring the maximum
economic returns for the developing countries. This includes such thigs as control

of prices, wages, investments, management and the social rights of the workers.
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19. Moreover, the Commission believes that, to be successful, the United Nations

Volunteers require the following minimum essentials:

{a) a central staff to provide co-ordination and administrative leadership
and to consist of young perscnnel, sensitive both to development processes and
to volunteers;

(b) a central office which is lccated, as logic would require, near important,
representative, national and iInternational youth bodies and voluntary service
crganizations, as well as United Nations executing agencies;

{c) financing methods which result in full inclusion of volunteers from all
interested nations, prevent domination by developed nations, and change the present
one-way flow of volunteers from the northern to the southern hemisphere;

(d) adequate provision, financially and otherwise, to ensure the full
involvement of non-governmental bodies in the sending and receiving of volunteers
through the United Wations programme;

(¢) planning and administration at all stages involving due consultation
with nations receiving volunteers and with voluntary service organizations;

(r) linking of domestic volunteers‘and their programmes with participation
in development projects asslsted by the United Nations,

(g} programme execution characterized by speed and flexibility.

20. The Commission feels that the adoption of a universal language may eliminate
the basic essence of democracy, tradition and self-identity.

21. It does not accept the propnsal to abollsh the military draft system.

22, Tt does not subscribe to the idea of strengthening the World Bank or increasing
private investment.

23. Tt calls for the liguidation of funds produced by bilateral treaties.

2h, It reguests inclusion of the exploited countries in the United Nations
committees dealing with maritime prices and ftariffs.

25. Tt calls for a careful study of the non-customs barriers imposed by developed
countries to block the exports of the exploited countries.

26, It calls for higher prices in the world markets. The improvement of existing
prices will reduce the dependence of the developing countries on international

lecans and aid.



27, It condemns imperialistic military aid as an obstacle to the process of
development in Iatin America, and condemns the irresponsibility of certain
Governments in accepting and requesting this type of aid.

8. It calls for the establishment of definite dates (TARGET DATES) for the

Second Development Tecade.

°G. It recommended that the proposal to transfer 1 per cent of the Gross National

Product of the industrialized countries should be implemented, with distribution
administered by en organization including members from the Third World countries.
0. The Commission cannot remain indifferent to the national earthquake disaster
in Peru and hence calls upon the United Nations General Assembly and the Economic
and Social Council to discuss this situation immediately and set up - with no
bureaucratic steps which could delay or impede such action - a non-reimbursable
aid fund for Peru, to be spent on necessary purchases for the reconstruction of
the devastated areas.

The Commission calls for the establishment of an international assistance fund
which would be used solely for the reconstruction of countries which are vietims of
natural disasters. This fund should be organized in such a way that bureaucratic
formalities do not delay its use.

31. It urges Govermments to ratify and enforce ILO conventions, particularly those
relating to working youth.

32. It urges the ILO to allow working youth to play a greater part in all its
bodies and activities. For the purposes of land reform it upholds the principle
that the land should belong to him who tills it.

33. It rejects and condemns the imperialist and aggressive attitude of the United
States towards the countries of Iatin Americe with regard to the establishment of
a 200-mile continental shelf. A large part of these countries' economy is based

on marine extraction activities; these 200 miles are thus a basic requirement for
them. The United States therefore has no right to demand that the limit be

reduced to twelve miles; that would be detrimental to the economy of those countries
which are attempting to reap some benefit.

The Commission elso repudiates and condemns the so-called "economic
correctives"” which the United States applies to countries which stray from the
path prescribed by imperialist interests, for they are blatant manifestatione

of thet country'!s aggressive policy.
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34. In the belief that the rescurces of a nation are an essential factor in its
development and in the desire to satisfy the aspirations of youth for development,
it demands, in pursuance of the relevant Security Council resolution, the
withdrawal of Israel from the Arab territories occupied during the war, so that
the indigenous population may enjoy the conditions necessary for development

and progress.

The Commission proposes that the United Nations should:

1. adopt a definite policy for the study of uncccupied areas (e.g. the sea)
80 as to benefit 211 countries on an egual basis;

2. act as an impartial arbitrator to correct and balance the present forms
of international trade;

3. establish an institution to co-ordinate the international exchange of
experts or strengthen existing programmes;

L. set up an international commission to investigate the possibilities of
more intensive individuasl participation in the agricultural sector;

5. establish an interest-free loan fund for development projects and increase
its aid to developing countries. The United Nations should also be able to control
and administer all forms of foreign aid through its organizetions and specialized
sgencies. It should not allow debts that prejudice developing countries, end, if
loansg are approved, they should be at a low interest rate;

6. adopt the workcrs' charter (ILO) and see that it is enforced by its
Member States;

T. establish programmes of co-cperativism in all schools;

8. set up e committee to study arrangements for genuine iand reform and
ensure that all members observe them;

9. set up an organization to control mass media so as to prevent them from
being used for purely commercial and alienating purposes;

10. set up a programme which would help young people to meet and exchange
ideas:

(a) require Governments to send one YOUNG delegate, along with present
delegates, to the United Nations CGeneral Assembly and to ensure that the delegate

in question is representative of the country's organizations.
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11. emphasize the need for renewing educatonal literacy programmes, especlally
in the field of technology, to narrow the gap between advanced nations and the
Third VWorld;

12. promote the idea that students and young people of the world must become
involved in social work as well as in youth organizations;

13, request Govermments te include scheduled courses on the United Nations
and its activities in the regular curricula of schools;

1L, propose that the developed countries having agreements with under-developed
countries should reduce the debts contracted so far and formulate new agreements
under equitable conditions;

15. promote the establishment of an international organization to supervise
the debts of under-developed countries;

16, promote the creation of land, sea and air transport industries of a
regional character in each country;

17. promote development in sectors apart from the present growth sectors
g0 05 to benefit countries within their regional areas, especially those which are
landlocked and study the problem of colonial exploitation of natural resources and
the problem of investment;

18, assist the developed countries in the selection and administration of
sultable industrial and agricultural programmes, and see that United Wations
resolutions are properly carried out so as to benefit under-~developed countries;

19. prcmote co-operativism among youth within each country;

20. undertake far-reaching measures 4o ensure the exploitation and utilization
of resources in developing countries since the latter have resources which are not
being exploited;

21. formulate a new definition of economic relations and a revised scheme for
participation in their development;

22, accelerate the incorporatlon of the developing countries in the modern
economic process during this Second Development Decade, since it has frequently
been stated that a development poliey was lacking during the First Development
Decade;

23, ensure that the traditional policy of exporting primary commodities from
developing countries is replaced by a policy of exploiting and developing their

resources on the spot.
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23, & synchronized economy, inspired by the desire to understand and
co-operate, must be built up, with the industrielized countries, to ensure mutual
assistance and solidarity among all nations.

£5. To this end, the United Nations should:

{a) take steps to prevent the deterioration of the terms of trade which is
paralysing the industrialization of the developing countries;

(b} esteblish a free-trade area, which entails the suppression of
quantitative and customs restrictions;

(¢} promote economic co-operation, taking the sub-group as the starting-
point for the achievement of regional groupings. In all cases and at all levels,
the purpose and essential justification of economic integration is the promotion
of' development, particularly industrial development, and the fostering of
investment and trade between States, to promote the growth of production and

thereby to raise the living standards of peoples.

Conclusions
a. Role of youth in ensuring that these objectives gre achieved
1. To associate youth in the work of developument does not mean using their

physical force. Real participation by youth in develcpment implies: their
participation in the formulation and orientation of development plens, in other
words, the creation of mechinery for participation in the evolution of targets

and concepts; the incorporation of youth as agents of development by offering them a
task and by relying on their willingness and enthusiasm in the context of national
and internetional planning; the training of youth for a development role and for
participation by means of an education which has been suitably designed snd by

all political, administrative and legal measures to create viable conditions for
such particlpation.

2. An economic growth which is promoted on the models of the colonial era
and which exploits the national riches in a given sector, without co-ordination
with other sectors and without active popular involvement, whose purpose is the
enrichment of restricted groups (national or international) cannot be described

as development.
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3,

Youth is committed to fight against the existing relations between rich

and poor countries, against the great gaps between income and profits and against

the internal and external causes of underdevelopment.

k. Having analysed the concept of development and listed the factors that

cause under-development, the role of youth is to cncourage this new concept of
development with the objective of profoundly transforming all the structures

of society in order to overcome the present era of imperialism and create a new

society which will be the fruit of man and mankind. We believe that the youth

of the Third World has an important mission in this =zrea.
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A+ PURPOSE AND PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION

1. There was unanimity that there are two stages involved in the elements that
maeke up the basic elements of Education. One 1s the stage of the reciplent,
that ia, there is a transfer of the culture of the particular society and a
transfer of knowledge, maintaining a discipling of the mind. The second is the
gtage of critical analysis.

On the question of what kind of pecople we want %0 produce?

Tt was felt that “"Education should lead to the full development of

the individual intellectually, materially, physically and morally and
should enable him to be sensitive to the development of the society”.

2. Education should meet the economic needs of the people and prepare the right
human resources. ‘
3. Since the present system of education is a colonial oriented system, it has
produced individuals who put a higher priority on prestigious white collar jobs
to the degradation of the real needs of the society. There is a meed to redirect
the educational system tc meet the essential economic, sccial and politlcal
needs of the people.
b, Foreign aid should be given to nations without restrictions so that the
recipient nation can determine its priorities independently.
5. Educational assistance from developed nations should not lmpose the polltical,
social or economic values upon the recipient nation, but should promote the
efflclent growth of the nation.
6. Previously, truth was taught in the classroom, but this must be changed to
presentation of facts for the individual's critical analysis.
Ta We should encourage the exchange of students between countries.
8. There should bhe a radlcal spproach against armaments and instead military
allocations must be redirected to educational needs.
9. Education should direct itself tc fulfilling the human being, to educate
against hatred and it should teach people the art of dialogue.
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We must teach people an economy that does not explolt the people or the

nation, but rather one that improves the guality of life.

1i.

Education for peace cannot be achieved in the midst of exploitation,

oppression, suppression,neo-colonialism and imperialism.

12.
13.

The goal is to create a liberal human with rationalistic attitudes.

For the continuing education of the individual the family 1s of the utwost

importance, especially during the child‘'s formative years when he is essentially
a recipient of information.

B. CONTENT AND METHOD IN EDUCATION

1. Culture must be preserved despite application of wodern education.

2. National culture should be resurrected despite its suprression by colonial
povers .

3. UNESCO should establish programmes to dissemlnate cultural information of

all nations and towards this end cultural centres should be established, e.g.

libraries, mobile cirema, etc.

L.

Children should be educated bilingually, e.g. in their mother tongue and in

an international language.

Se

Political, ethicel and social aspects of education are integral parts of

cultural education.

6.

Special care should be taken in the educstion of cultural or raciel minorities

within nations to preserve their identity.

Te
for
8.
Q.
10.
11.
12.

Travelling theatre, use of radio, radio-networks, T.V. ete., should be used

the positive projection of education.

Lack of research centres and technolecgical data.

Education must be extended to the rural population.

The educational system must be adapted to meet the needs of the rural community.
Educational systems should be set up to meet the needs of gdults and of womene.

Students in primary and secondary schools should have frequent opportunities

through discussicn and vislts to rural and urban areas to acquaint themselves

with the problems of such areas.

13,

There should be continuing improvement in the quality of teachers by refregher

training.

/...
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15.
16.
17.
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The role of the teacher should be that of a guide to students.
Teachers should become fully aware of the local environment of students.
Increase teacher training schocls with UN exrert assistance.

There must be an immediete literacy campaign to improve living standards in

rural areas.

18. -

Students should take leadership in altering educational curriculum to make

it more relevant to the needs of the student.

19. The present system that malntains too much examination consciousness should

be minimized and emphasis should be placed on the development of the total
Individqual.

20. The UN should assist in providing agricultural schools.

2l.. The educational system must be adapted to rapid change.

22. TIncreased emphasis should be placed on pre-schocl education, e.g. kindergarten.
23. Denouncement of education which preserves status quo, war, etc.

2k, There should be an increased emphasis on the point that education does not

only mean acadewmic education. The present feeling In certain developing countries

encourages a race for academic certificates.

l.

C. STRUCTURE IN EDUCATION

The structure of education should facilitate the right fo and the struggle

for educational opportunity.

2.

It should be compulsory for scholarship students at universities to work for

certain periocds in the rural communities or needy areas; use of students as

teackers in primary and kindergarten level.

3.

Youth should play a decisive role in education and condemn eny system which

tries to treat them as subjects.

L.
5.

Access to education by the masses,

Implementation of evening institutes to help eliminate 1lliteracy in adults

and out-of-schocl youth.

6.

All attempts should be made to stop the brain-drain, especially from

developing countries.

T

The economic strain, especially cn peor students, can be very detrimental to

their success.

[un
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8. Condemnation of any governments which are against free education at the
university level.

G. There is discrimination In school fees which are too high for the poor
Feople, especially in developing countries,

10. Btop government intervention which prevents immovation in education.

11. All nations should establish programmes to evaluate the effectiveness of

education.

D. ROLE OF THE UN IN EDUCATION

1. Rejection of the title UN University - purpose the title International
Institute.

2.

Teaching profession not lucrative or intereéting; need for governments to
improve status of teachers in their community.

3. An International Education Year should be held every decade, for sssessuent
and involvement.

4.  More activity by UNESCO by providing boocks and scholarships with the

understanding thet persons benefitting from scholarshlps return to help in their
respective countries.

9. The real exrerts on problems in developing countries are the people of the
countries and not those from abroad.

6.

Recommendation that there be an Internstionsl Youth Centre.

[ue.
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PART II

At its last three sessions the Commisslon dlscussed and accepted the

following recommendatlons :

A. DISARMAMENT. FOR EDUCATION

The Commiesion procleims itself in favour of complete and free
education for all the youth of the world, without any discrimination on grounds
of race, nationality, sex, religlon, sociesl class and natlve language.

It underlines education of youth as essentlal for the achlevement of these
fundamental human rights and thelr position in society.

The Commission expresses 1ts concern at the large number of
-illiterates among youth at the time when the ermaments race contlnues. It notes
that half of the youth cf the world has not the peossibllity to go to schocl and
that at the same time expenditure on armements increases without ceasing.

In eddition the Commission demands thet most of the expenditures
intended for armement should be allocated to the educaticn of the youth of the
Third World, a move which will contribute to the preservatlon of world peace and
to making education available toc all young people,.

The Commissicon demands disarmsment for education.

3. DEMCCRATTZATION OF EDUCATION

The Commission notes that young people In the educetlon system ere
treated as passive objects which receive knowledge and values already established.

Diesatisfied with this situetion, young people ask for an lmmediate
democratization and reform of the educatlonel system, and that:

1. The educetionel system should fit the demands of the technologlecal end
scientific revolution and the requirements of contemporary soclety;

2. Educetion should be svalleble to all young people, without any
discrimination on grounds of race, sex, religion, natlionellty, soclal class,
end natlve language;

3. The principles of student self-management should be affirmed in all

areas of education;
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b, Full recognition of the unique nature of the country, its strength
and weakness, must be made by the Trainees and allowances for these made in their
programme and therefore in the educaticn of the country.

(b} More intensive efforts to train teachers in the applied sciences and
rural development, with the inclusion of project work 1n their training so as to
give such teachers adequate exercise in scientific investigation and communication
in order to facilitate future compilation of field guides, handbooks, etc., with
emphasis on local environment as a take off polnt towards a full understanding of
scientific ideas applicable to their development.

(c) Governments in spite of their jurisdiction over teacher training
institutions must preserve an atmosphere of academic freedom in those institutions.

(d) Teachers should be given practical training with emphasis in pre-school
motivation.

{e) That governments see that the status of teachers is raised to make it
a more attractive profession, and that UNESCO make assistance svailable to them
where necessary for this purpose.

{f) That teachers be encouraged to take regular in service or refresher
training in order to keep up with the rgpidly changing body of knowledge.

(8) The UN should take immediate international action to organize conferences
with the view to ameliorating the status end the service conditlons of teachers

for circulation to all countries for implementatiocn.

E. "UN UNIVERSITY" - INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

In principle the majority in the Commission supported the idea of an
international university. However another strong view point was expressed agalnst
establishing such an instituticn.

The Commission recommended that if an International Unlversity is set up,
there are certain prineciples tc be strongly endorsed.

(r) Priority for entrance to the university should be given to all
oppressed groups and persons.

(b) that the University should specially concern itself with the needs of
the developing countries in providing specialists and technicians to fulfil the
needs of the developing economy.
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co-ordinate, stimulate, serve as an information clearing-house, conduct
international workshops. The Centre would be affiliated with the UN but separate
from it and its specialized agencies. Its independence would remove it from
inter-agency disputes and would make it more the autonomous Instrument for world
vouth action. The staffs would be made up »f young precple, rotated on a two-year
basis s0 as to remain constantly fresh and non-instituticnal.

The phases of the work of the UN Youth Centre would be as follows: {1} central
data bank on youth information eand policy; (2) facilitate youth-formulated
policies designed to involve youth in the work of the UN, and aid this involvement
by mwonthly papers, seminars, etc.; (3) founding a Communication Corps which weuld
prepare televised round-teble conferences for both youth and UN officials, would
provide media coverage for youth meeting with the UN at its headquarters or field
activities, and would set up exchange visits, work-study programmes, etc. In
UR operations and Centre activities; (4) host Peace Institutes in the UN Houses
all over the world which could be action platforms for launching peace activities
such as disaster relief work, peacekeeping seminars, world order studies, UN
Development and Disarmament work.

This proposal for UN Youth Centre may be modified, but it strives to provide
the world's youth with new resources and a direct involvement of all youth at
the local level through to the international. The UN would finance the Liaison
Centres and the local UN House could provide local organising and help.

G. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

There should be a UN Charter of the Rights and Responsibilities of youth,
and such a charter should pay particular attention to the situation of youth who
are imprisoned or suffer in other ways in the course of their struggle for
liveration,. or the right to express their national identity, through being
deprived of access to education of a kind to which they wish to or have been
accustomed, as a result of being in coleonised and occupied territories, or even

within national boundaries of an oppressed majority/oppressing majority.
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K. MULTILATERAL AID

The Commission sees universal membership of the UN by all countries of the
vorld as a vitel goal end in such & context recommends that all aild to developing
countries be channeled through the WN system.

L. BRAIN DRAIN

That the UN in the context of the problem of brain drain set up an
international employment pool to provide possibilities for educated people to
find employment in their own country where they are most needed and to supplement

their salaries where necessary.

M. PROTECTION OF HISTORICAL SITES AND MONUMENTS

The Commiseion asks thet the UN supervise the excavation of
archeeological research digs or historical sites té insure that they are not
destroyed nor that the products of the research be misappropriated. This is to
insure that anything preserved or found will not be confiscated for the perscnal

use of the individual nation.

N. INFCORMATION AND MASS MEDIA

The Charter of UN Human Rights and the constitution of the countries should
be made available in simplified forms to suit all levels of educetion and that
they then be made a part of the schogl curriculum.

The Commlssion proposes that there be information programmes through audio-
visual media, from developing countries to educate developed countries on the
culture and other ectivities in the developing countrles, and that young people

participate in the making of these programmes.

1. The Commission while considering the very great possibilities offered by
mass medla in the-spreading of knowledge requests governmente to improve thelr
legislation on the utilisation of the means of mass communication in order to
avold their giving use to the diffusion of ideas in contradiction to human rights.

2. The increasing flow of information arising from the mass media as well

as the kind of messages they transmit having as a consequence a weakening of the

/...



critical behaviour of individuals, it is necessary that educational systems should
adequately distinguish between informatior, and the intelligence which should
evaluate the informetion. This is in order to promecte the creation of individuals

who are free, aware end regponsible.

0. YOQUTH AND THE UN

The Commission desires to have continuing co-opergtion between tne UN
and .youth in two ways:

1. Regular consultation with youth in the preparation of plans for action
by the UN and its specialised egencies.

2. Participation by youth in the centres of decision-making and in the
programmes of the UN.

In soch consultations we would welccme discussion of the holding of future

World Youth Assemblies.

P. CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

Conscientious objection should be treeted as a human right: this subject

should be on the agenda of the next UN Commission on Human Rights.

PROPOSALS FOR FOLLUOW-UP COF THE WORLD YOUTH ASSEMBLY

The Commission calls oo all those to whom ite recommendations are eddressed

and more specially to the UN, to internatiocnel NGO's, and to the particlpants of
WYA itgelf end ell young people to study and implement all its recommendations.
To help in this implementetion the Assembly should appoint a smell executive body
e.g., of six young people chosen on a wide geographical basis to follow up its
proposals.

The most important immedjate-ferum for the presentaticn of WYA positions will
be the General Assembly in October-November of 1970. It is not sufficient merely
to send a report to the General Assembly in this Anniversary of the UN.

The proposed executive bedy should personally submit the report, be present
et all deliberation of it, meet with UN Member delegations and similer activities.

Fundes to facilitate this could be requested from the Twenty-Fifth Aoniversary

Jonn
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Committee of the General Assembly and could be provided in a number of weys. It .

is only natural and logical that such a personal presentation flow out of the
calling of the Assembly in the first place.

Press and reviews of the WYA proposals should be encouraged to comment on
the reports and help in their diszemination.

Documents issuing from the Assembly should be at once reproduced by the UN
Office of Public Information, distributed to all UN Members, every Specialised
Agency, the Ministries of Youth, and Education in every country, every
international NGO, and every WYA participant.

The document should be available
to others, on request, free or at cost price.

[ees



REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON MAN AND ENVIRONMENT
(Commission IV)

Chairman: Miss Estelle Feldman (Ireland)
Rapp.ztewr: Mr. Abdzl Rahman Ivrahim (S-udan)
1. The Commission held five olenary meetings and adopted an aganda which was

divided leter among four working grouns as follows:

(a} Impact and apnlication of science and technology {(Item 1 on the Azenda);
Pcilution (Ttem IV)

(b) Use and conservation of natural rescurces (Item V)

(e

(a
Sctting (Item VII)

2. Ezach working group was asked to prepare some conerete youth proposals for

Tmpact of macs media {Ttem VI)
Populaticn (Ttem II); Urbanization {Item III); Impact of Societal

)
)

the United Wations (Tiem VITI).

Introduction

3. Before breaking up into working groups, the participants expressed views

on the variocus topics relating to the problem of human environment and censidered
the otjectives of the Commission assignment. This general debate vrovided a body
of iaformation which later guided the working groups in their discussions. Wiiile
the Commission recognized that environmental problems vary according to regions
and the.degree of scientific and technological development, it was ncvertheless
noted that the scope of the Commission's work was to be universal in its
anplicaticn.

lt. It is felt that tane preservation of the environment ard the harmonious
development of man are possible only in conditions of peace and disarmament. The
validity of internstional treaties to this effect is questicned. In relation

te t.is., it is recognized that there is a genuine concern and fear among the
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developing nation regarding the technological dominance of the more political
powerful and economically advanced States. Therefore the Commission urges that any
international control of enviromment should be steered scrupulously clear of the
self-interest of povwerful nations who have so far always been in = position to
subvert any interpational action that hinders the free pursuit of their own
interest. The Commission further urges the more developed nations to direct their
armaments funds towards programmes for the world-wide betterment of the human
environment. The over-all objective of the Commission was to discover the ways

in which man may apply his scientific and tgchnological knowledge, as well as

carry out his daily life in society, in full accordance wilth the principles of
humanism.,

5. The deliberations of the working group A were hampered by the fact that the
members had -had inadequate time to prepare themselves fully previous to the
Assembly. The group touched upon warfare and its devastating environmental aspects
and urgently called for international asgreements on such matters of grave concern.
Considering the intricate interrelationships of the parts of the blosphere, the
responsible task of environmental scientists in co-operation with other scientists

was emphasized to preserve a2 human environment. Severasl proposals were made for
action.

6.

The working group B on the use and conservation of natural resources,
realizing the closely marked relationship between wan and his environment, noted
that more serious consideration should be given to this topic with potential
reference to (a) man's personal freedom and integrity and (b) national sovereignty.
Also, as there is a close link between development and underdevelopment, the
conservation and degredation of the enviromment,. the working group recognized
that natural resources must not be misused.

7. Working group C recognized that information consists of the communication
of ideas and feelings to other people to produce more ldeas, actions and
influences towards the realization of very specific gomls. The growing influence
of mass media, it was noted, in the life of a1l human beings, and the role that
such an influence can pley in educatlon and the development of Individual
potentials, regulre supervision to avoid a dangerous misuse such as an

cveremphasis on sex and violence for publleity. In some countrles, those who

/...
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That the United Natlons

(1) Seek to obtain dlsarmement in the near future by effectively neutralizing
existing stockpiles and to implement prohibition of the production of nuclear
chemlcal and bioclogical weapons;

(2) Pursue the transfer of the resources spent on armaments to the needs of
development and international assletance;

(3) Attain immediate cessation of all forms of nuclear weapon tests;

(k) Work on the besis of the question of universality in ensuring the
effectiveness on internetioneal environmental end disarmament control Programmes ;

(5) Condemn the countries which did not gign and ratify the 1925 Geneva

Protocol on biclogical and chemical warfare and invite all countrles %o become
parties to the treaty mentiloned.

Declarstion on Human Environment

1,

Thet the United Nations issue e declaration on human environment and in
doing so take into account the recommendatlcns of the World Youth Assembly.
The declaration should include the following principles:

{a) The use of every new facet of technology must have for its sole aim the

emelioration of the conditlon of man. All nations should undertake obligations in

order that no sclentific or technical discoveries, particularly in the fields

of biclogy end genetics, be used to harm men or his environment.

(b) Urbanisation and development of cities are not to result in the reduction
of already existing social values and benefits.

(c) The motive of profit in all domains of human activity must be effectively
limited by the principles of humanism.

(d) Express itself against abusive exploitation of naturel and human

resources by imperialist monopolies, particularly in developing countries.

o
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Urges the United Nations to encourage developed countries teo

assist in facilitating the use and development of the natural
respurces of under-developed nations, on a basis which will

lead to eventual self-sustainment on the part of the under-developed
nation, and Iurther, without encroachment upon the sovereignty

of the nation receiving the assistance.

/on.
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20. RECCMMENTATION CCNCFRNING INTETIECTUAL MIGRATTON

The Commission

(1) Recoznizes that, on account of a lack of erployment or eccnomic
Inceutives in many developing retions, mary persons indigent to z developing
raticn who have reczived specialized or advanced training chocse to dwell in a
country besides their own;

(2) Proposes that the United Wations Develcprent Programme and the United
Nations Educational, Scientific .and Cultural Crganization give attenticn in their
work to the intellectual migration, with a view toward improvement of the
congecusnces, including:

(a) Incressing of employment opporturities for the trained in developing
netions, by involvemsnt of local persons in develcpment projects; and

(b) Zstablishment of Pacilities to train specialists and technicians of
develcping countries.

3. Invites and encourages financisl support from private sources to

promote research and programmes of training.

2l. The Commission recommends:

(l) The establishment of a concrete programme of construction and development
of coﬁmunication networks, toward an increased exchange of techniclans and
cultural materials between countries permitting the interaction and diffusion of
different cultures, particularly in the Third World. In this way radio can
include programmes of universal civic education.

(2) That the media of comnunication should cease to be an instrument of
publicity for evil purposes. Towards this end, UNESCC cculd help, by directing
the financingz sources of these media towards a more humanistic approach to
irformation, rather than a consumer-orlasnted effort.

(5) That the use of communication media for advertising of detrimental or
dangerous to life, or health products; such as alcchol, tobacco, drugs, etc. ...,
be banned.

{4) That the utliization of mase media which, in any way, represents a form of
propaganda for war, sggresslon or social inequality, be
conder.tcd.

(5) That the audio visval means of communication be utilized for the

education of people in all countries. /.









25. Regommendstiosn on Social and Ecologieal Imnlications
of Developucnt Projects

While bringing great econnmic and social benefits, some development projiects
have created socisl maladjustment, denial of human rights and environmental
degrndation and pollution not foreseen in the planning stages.

The Commisslion recommends

thmt in the planning of development programmes, besldes concentrating on
the political expediency and economic necessity for development projects,
adequate consideration be given to their socisl and ecologlenl implieations.

that the initiators of development projeets provide for the study and
continuing evaluation of the smcial and environmental consequences of these
rrojects onee they have been established .

that a epecial UN eommission he established to coneider remedial action
in cases of social deprivation and environmental degradation resulting from

development projects already undertaken.



26. Migratory Workers

Some economic and social conditions are creating a situation where
individuals must seek permanent or tempofary employment in a country other than
that of their origin.

These people face great difficulties of adjustment and are vulnerable toh
vartons forms of exploitation and we are greatly concerned at the poor
treatment, working conditions and the violation of human rights of many migrant
workers.

The Commission therefore recommends that the United Netions
establish a commission to consider an international declaration on the rights
and conditions of migrant workers to be ratified'by all countries receiving or

sending such workers.

27. The Commission

DESIRING to limlt the effects of all forms of pollution on the biosphere
by the application of detailed technical data %0 the solution of environmental
disorders everywhere,

1. FKECOMMENDS increased attention by planners of Educational Carricula to
problems of environment;

2. RECOMMENDS the establishment of an Internetional Biospheric Decade, which
will strive to amass, integrate and utilize all date relevant to rational use

of the biosthere;

5. URGES the deep involvement of youth in the International Biospheric Decade,
both in the research and action phases;

L, OFFERS the full co-operation of the youth of the world in accordance with the

principles of universality in the planning, execution and lmplementation of the

1972 conference on the environment.

28. The Commission

DESIRING to increase international public awareness of the total scope of the
effects which men's technclogies have upon the biosphere,
1. PROPOSES that a day be set aside for meditation and reflection upon man's
inter-action with other living creatures and his ultimate responsibility for the
effects ot science and technologvy upon the biosphere; and
2, URGES world-wide participation on that day in activities to improve the

conditions of the environment. /...
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3. ENDORSES all efflorts which will lead to the establishment of a United Nations
International Environmental Centre whose facilities and programmes should be made
a&ail&ble to the member states, non-mwewber states and the international and
national non-governmental organisations,

The purpose of this centre should be

- to coordinate internationsl educational programmes on the problems of the
buran environment in accordance with the resolution of the UNESCO Biosphere
conference for an Inter-Agency Comwmission on Environmental Education.

- +to provide an internationally recognized source of objective information cn
environmental problems and & stimulus for the increased gwareness and understanding
of these problems.

-~ to include an international commission to consider ecological implications
of proposed development projects and programmes of the Unitéd Naticns and its
specialized agencies and of national development programmes at the request of
governments .

- to coordinate regional programmes fcr the purpose of training indigenous

people in the rational use and conservation of natural resources.
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STATEMENTS TO THE WORLD YQUTH ASSEMBLY

Text of statement by Secretary-Genersl U THANT,
to World Youth Assembly, New York, 9 July

My young friends,

I am glad to welcome you to the first Worid Youth Assembly held under the
ausplees of the United Nations, which I hereby declare open. '

During my lifetime, some of the greatest achicvements of mankind have taken
Place. Man has advanced dramatically into the infinitely large and the infinite-
ly small.  Satellites have been placed in outer space. Instruments have been
sent farther and farther away into the universe. Humans have set foot on the
moon and have returned safely to earth. Instantaneous communications are
bringing news, fashions and new cravings to the most remote villages of the
globe. Vorld transportation has expanded dramatically from the limitations of
land and sea to the air. Man has reached with his tools the abyas of the seas.
My generation has witnessed the birth of electronics, of cybernetics, the
breaking of the atom and the harnessing of its emergy, as well as hundreds of
other adwances in medicine, in microbiology and in other fields of science
and technology.

The statistics of the United Nations have reported for the last 20 years
8 doubling of human lives on earth, a dramatic reduction in the mortality rate,
longer lives, better health, a tripling of world industrial production, a
quadrupling of international trade and so forth.

But my generation has also seen, side by side with these magnificent
success stories, some of the saddest images of evil, injustice and iack of
intelligence. Two world wars in my lifetime have killed several million men.
Since the disarmament debate began in the United Nations, world armaments have
reached incredible proportions, involving yearly expenditures of $200
billico and using such concepts as "over-kili- capacity". We have linked the
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and categories of people. It is an iromy of history thet many of the develop-
ments which have made life easier for the great majority of people have also
tended to reduce both their individuality and the distinguishing qualities of
their particular society, It is not nostalgia for the pest which concerns me
here, but rather the preservation of the most precious asset of all, the mind,
spirit and extraordinary possibilities of man himself, While the Charter
speaks in the name of peoples rather than Governments, mankind as such still
has no direct voice'in the United Nations. In our Organization, ideology calls
to ideology; nations declaim their challenges to other nations, and great
interests vie for advantage. Al1l too often the forgotten element is man --
the people who actually live and die on and around the battlegrounds of
1deologies and of conflicting mational aimg; the people who live and die for
the policies of political leaders they are unlikely ever to meet; the masses of
men and women for whose hard-won earnings great commercial interests compete;
and the silent, suffering millions who still go to bed hungry every night and
still have no hope of sharing in the world's riches.

We have an obligation to make new steps forward here too, and I very much
hope that, in the years to come, the place of the human individusl in the
scheme of things will be given the priority that it hss so often failed tq have
in the past. It would indeed be a victory for humanity if our century were
to be remembered by succeeding generations not for its wars or its disasters
or even for its imventiveness, but as the turning point when, for the first
time, it became possible for all mankind to share the advantages of civiliza-
tion. Today I feel more strongly than ever that our efforts to build better
for the future should be cemtred around the cbjective of providing a framework
for enhaneing the life of men and women as 1individuals in a world where we have,
if we use them correctly, the means and the resources to do this for the first
time on & large scale, If that can be our central aim, we may begin to hear
less talk of alienation and dropping out, which are other words for cynicism
and defeatism. And we may also then begin to develop the spirit which we so
desperately need to make our interpational institutions work, a new patriotism
which is the patrlotism of man.

fooe






~60-

"to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war". Yet -- while the
United Rations may perhaps claim some credit for the fact that we have not had

8 Third World War in the last 25 years -- it is in the fulfilment of its primary
objective that the Organization has the poorest showing. I must admit this
frankly to you so that you may deal with this problem reslistically -- it is as

much your problem as it is mine, because you are the "succeeding generations”

to which the Charter relates, In this regard, you may ask what is the main

cause of this poor showing. I would say, without in any way trying to make
an alibi for the United Nations, that 1t is not the Charter that has failed the
Member States; rather it i1s the Member States which have failed to live up to
their obligations under the Charter, To a very large extent thils flows from
the idea of several Member States that they should "use" the United Nations for
the purpose of promoting their national interest. I have slweys held, especially
where there is a clash of nationsl interests, that the Unlted Natlons should
be uged as an lnstrument for "harmonizing the actions of nations". 1In this way
a higher interest, which transcénds national interest and which may, in fact,
often coincide with the long~term national interest, is served. I am very much
afraid that the present unsatisfactory state of affeirs will contlnue as long
&s nations feel free to act in accordance with the concept of unlimited national
sovereignty. Legally, of course, every Member State has freely accepted the
restrictlons imposed by the Charter on national sovereignty; however, until
Member Governments, blg and small, powerful and weak, live up to their Charter
cbligations, we shall not have true peace at the international level.

The result of the failure of nations to do so is plain for all to see,
We have two major areas of conflict in the world today which are of great
concern to all of us., In one asrea, the Middle East, the Security Council
unanimously adopted a resolution over two apd a half years ago, but it still
remains basically unimplemented. In the other area, namely, South-East Asia,
the tragic conflict has caused a loss of human lives, destruction of property,
and suffering of lnnocent cilvilians on & scale which is beyond comprehension
for most of us, There is, es I have called it before, the mad momentum of the
arms race -- an exercise of proved wastefulness, in view of the rapld cbsolescence
of modern strategic arms, and an exercise of proved futility inasmuch es
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experience has shown that, as the level of armaments piles up, the level of
insecurity also increases.

We also have seen that, while such vast resources are diverted to the
pursuit of national security through armaments, the United Yations has not been
able to agree over the last five years in regard to the financing of its peace-
keeping operations, what I may call the "fire-brigade” function of the United
Nations, although the funds required for financing these operations are a
pittance compared to the vast sums spent on armaments,

in some of the other political activities of the United Nations we have
seen some limited success. I refer to the rapid progress.of decclonization
during thellaSt quarter of a century, which has increased the membership of the
United Nations from 51 at the time of its founding to 120 today. But here again
we must recognize that there are areas of colonialism which have presented &
solid wall of resistance, especially in Africa, Likewise, all forms of
discrimination, especially racial discrimination, have been attacked in the
United Nations with a measure of success, but there are still arees of the world,
again in Africa, where racism is practised as part cof national policy. In the
field of dismrmament, the nuclear test-ban treaty of 1963 and the Treaty on the
Non~Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which came into force some menths ago,
represent some limited success, but there is still a long way to go, I there-
fore attach particular importance to the success of the strategic arms limita-
tion talks between the two major military Powers of the world -- the Soviet
Union and the United States.

These are some of the aspects of the broad theme of peace to which I wish
to draw your attention todzy. I would like now to turn to the question of
development. Several authorities have pointed cut that, in the modern world,
development is inseparable from security. While security is a precondition
to development, development is equelly a necessary condition for peace end
stability at the political level. I have often referred to the division of the
world <into the rich and the poor, the "have" and the "have-not” countries, &s
one of the most potentially explocive forces in the world today. I spoke on
the subject at length only three days ago at the opening meeting of the Economic

and Social Council. I would not wish, therefore, toc take up more of your time
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on this question except to place one or two thoughts before you. May I refer
again to the question of nationszl interest versus internationsl interest.

It seems to me that until the rich countries realize that they cannot live in
cases of affluence, surrounded by deserts of poverty, and protected against sand
drifts from the desert by walls of their own making, be they tariffs, immigre-
tion quotas or whatever else, there will be no movement towards that concept

of human solidarity which I regard as essential. In the world of today, which
has shrunk in size with the development of technology, all men are truly
neighbours, and we have to practise tolerance and learn to live together.

This involves inevitably a sharing of our total resources, which is eccomplished
to some extent in the affluent societies of the West by taxing the rich,
providing social security for the poor and by various other devices. We need
to have a similar mechanism at the international level, Further, we have to
realize that it is in the long-term interest of all countries, rich and poor,
for the rich to help promote the socisl and economic development of the poor
countries, This may involve large-scale transfer of resources, the reduction

or elimination of trade barriers and other restrictions, and also enlarged
assistance through the international organizations represented by the United
Nations development system.

I now come to enviromnment. I am glad to see that this question has attracted
the interest of young people the world over. We are all familiar with the facts
which have given rise to this problem in such an acute form. In the first place,
we must recognize that science and technology, which have done so much to help
ralse living stantards, especially amongst the affluent countries, have alsa
been largely responsible for the new problems of pollution that we face, The
second element is, of course, the rapid growth of population. There is, however,
one other element which should not be forgotten. I refer to the wasteful consump- °
tion patterns which have developed, in the neme of convenience, especially in
the advanced countries, This again is an area where we must recognize that
every individual, be he a householder, the driver of a motor vehicle or an
entrepreneur, contributes to the problem by his individual actlions which produce,
unbeknown to him, sucn a terrible cumuletive effect on pollution, If we are 1o

put a stop to poliution and reverse this trend, action has to begin with education
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My young friends: You will no doubt debate these issues and many others

and I am sure you will put forward many thoughts and discuss many ideas which

I have not included in this statement, I want you to know that I personally

await the outcome of your deliberations, and the conclusions that you may reach
on these issues, with the greatest interest.

May your youth, your unselfishness and your idealism bless you with the
inspiration of all those earlier generations of youth who throughout history
have shown the world its new ways and exists from antiquated bellefs and tensions.
May your Assembly be marked by a view of the future of mankind as luminous as
those of the revolutionaries who in the past have given us such notable documents

a8 the declaration of independence, the declaratiocn of humap rights and the
manifesto for economic and social Justice,

I wish you a most successful conference,

/...
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STATEMENT BY HIS EXCELIENCY MR. R.M. AKWEI, PERMANENT

FEPRESENTATIVE OF GHAMA TO THE UNITED NATICONS AXD

G SMAN OF THE TWENTY-FIFE ANNTVERSARY COMMILTIE OF

THE (NITED NATIONS, ON THE OUCASION OF THE OPENING OF
THE WORLD YOUTH ASSEMSLY QN O JULY 1970

Iet me Piret extend & hearty welcame to the participents wio heve aaseubled
herz from &il over the wmazll %o begin this historic Werld Youth Assembly. I do
50 all the more heartily because I have been intimately assoclated with the planning
end prerarctions fer this Youth Assembly since the spring of last year, as Chaliman
of two successive (ommittecs of the United Nations charged wilh the twenty-fifth
enndvirzary of our O-ganizatilon.

When we solicited the views and suggesilons of Merber Govermments es to the
mnner in which the silver jubilee of the United Naticms should be obaerved, there
vas a large degree of agreement smong them that the question of youth involvement
in world affairs guould be one of the highlights of the amniversary. No single
person or ccumbry can te seid to hove been the progenitor of the Yauth Assembly.
It las evolvcd and developad out of = number cf related ideas such az a model
Inited Nations agsewbly and a seminar or colloguiui on intermational affairs.
There was strong support among many Stateg for the idea of a Youth Agsembly.

I would bz less then frank, however, if I d1d not tell you that doubis and
reservations were also exmressed over the United Nations embarking on such an
untried path., Some sald that +ima was too short to prepare adequatediy for a Youth
Assembly. Others tcld us that it was premature for the United Natlons to sponsor
en agsembly of youth when there is not even a penerally accepted definition of the
tern. TIn the end, the General Agsembly of the United MNations umanimously accepted
a resclution, by which 1t decided to convene the World Youth Assembly withln the
framework described in the report of the Cammittee over which I bad the honour to
preside.

Preparations for the World Youth Assembly

The proceas of preparation of the Youth Assembly was 1ltself an imnovation. In
order to reflect as much as possible the views of youth on the organization of the
Assembly, the United Nations invited a mumber of international youth orgenlzationg
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All traditional values and idees ere on triel. This is so in the
international as well as national spheres. One may legitimetely question the
validity of such cuncepts as the "nation-State” or "State sovereignty™ in the ege
of hydrogen bambs, inter-continental balligtic missiles, superscnic planes and
travei to the moon. Are we not witnessing the birth of & truly glota' camwnity,
superimpos2d on tie structure of tlhe nation-Statec, withoug beizg sblz o recognize
fully the implicationas of tim transformation in our soclety? As it took several
decades for statesmen of the seventeenth and eighteenth centurles to reallze the
trensfomatlicon of Taudul soeietles into modern nation-Statss end espouse the
cercert of Grotius end Bodin, we appear wnable to adjust our thinking and behaviour

to the new vorld evolving before our eyes.

Dlverczity of vouth thinking

it is platitvainous to say that we live on a shrinking planet sharing common
problems. The pretccupations of vasicus parts of the werld, though not identical
may overlap Iin meny ways, however identical. In Africe the compelling
preoccupation is how to end the lingering remmantz of colonialism end vacism in
southern Africa end assure fundamental human rights and higher stendards of lving
for the peoples of the entire continent. In Asis and Iatin America the primary
task is still that of eradiceting outmoded means of preduction ard disztribution
end estabiishing modern r:thoda ¢f goverrment sand econamy. There is a crylng
need for the soluticn of problems of hunger, disease, ignorence and poverty. In
short, the problem in these regions is ensuring freedam and independence end the
material conditions for happiness.

The preoccupaticn of more Industrielized socleties, however, is turning
toward the question of quality rather than quantity, namely the place of the
individual in an increasingly well-organlzed, mass-consumption society. There is
vigorous protest against insensitivity of the authorities towards social jJustice.
Frustration prevails, especially among the youth, over the inability of individuals
to influence institutions in order to meke them more humane and reasponsive to new
goclal values. Side by side with impatient protest against the establishment and
the veated interests, one also observes signs of nihilism end indifference. The
affluent society seems to be torm by 2 virtual civil war between the genermtion

oo
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which has worked herd to bring about its material welfare and econcmic security,
and the generaticn for which affluence is a given factor and which sess in it
rather emptiness and callousness towards true spontaneity and democracy.

In suth 2 diversity of attitudes and precccupations, I realize that it would
be a difficult task to arrive at a common strategy for the world. A pimple
solution packaged in attractive sicgens and eloguent rhetoric ray be cnoticnally
satisfylng, but is no substitute for hard thinking. Protesting a epecific wrong
1s easier than formulating 2 detailed, realizable altermative. The task before
us todry is all thke more overvhelming since it may amount to the cresticn of a
new cosmolegy ~ 2 new theory of social structure going beyond the ethroceniric
nythology and cherismatic leadershlp of yecterday to scmething which 1s workable
and understandable, responsive to scientific and technological reality and yet in

harmony vwith the individual's basic aspiraticns, hils sense of fulfilment of
Justice end pariicimtion.

What the United Hations is abous

Since most of you were born after the United Natlons was created twenty-five
¥ears ago, it is natural for you to ask ihe question "Whet is this Organization
21l about?” The United Nations was the embodiment of tie hopes and prayers of en
age vhick had undergone toe tragic devastation of two world wars in its lifetime.
Uke its rredecessor, the League of Nations, it 1s a bold altempt to civilize the
relationships between the nations by harmonizing conflicting natioral interests.
The United Fations in the last twenty-five years has contributed significently to
the liberation of dependent peoples Pram colonlal vokes, to preventing and limiting
warfare and other international conflicts. It has been working hard to mobilize
world public copinion and pool resources in order to brelp countries in the arduous
process of devolopment. Tt serves as the only world forum where statemmen can
learn about the problems of different countries end strive for common action. In
addition, in the halls and carridors of the United Nations diplomatie eontacts and
rnegotletions are taking place dally with a view to achleving agreements between
Goverrments.

Despite its record, which 1s creditable, it has to be frankly aduitted that
the performance of the United Natlons has fallen short of the expectations of the
framers of the Charter. This is due to the inevitable fact that as &n
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intergovermmental organization it wag bound to be primarily an instrurent in the
hands of Govermments. It was an effective instrument for gettlement of disputes
and eonflictz only when Goverrments were sble to overcome their differences and
cane together in pupport of the purposes end principles of the Charter. The
United Nations 1s thorefore not, and camuct be, independent of the will of Member
Govermments.

In my view it is s fundemental mistake to consider the United Nations ag e
statlc and fixed institution. The Organization 1s a dynamic-organism conatantly
changing and redefining itself. It can be more or less than the letter of its
Charter, depending upon the determination of Goverrments and peoples to make
maximum use of 1t. It has even a potential to dewslop Into a trans-metionel
organization if it ceases to be merely m sum total of the transient, short~slghted
national interests of its constituent members and evolves into a focal point of
emerging globael interest and a vace-setter of priorities for a new sge, based on

a new a]_'l.egiance, alleglance to mmanity.

Youth and the United Nations

The questlion of youth has ccme to occupy increasing interest at the United
Nationa. This Youth Assembly 1s a step - en important step - in that direction.
Ingt year the General Assembly asked the Secretary-General to consider the measures
to be taken to establish channels of communication with youth and internetional
youth orgenizations and to report them to the Assembly as early as possible. 1
am sure that Member States would be watching most attentively all the views end
suggestions you might make regarding this queastion of establishing a strong link
hetween youth and the United Natilons.

The Secretary-Ceneral furthermore pointed out last year the need to create a
truly internationsl university. The Assembly unanimously invited him to: prepare
an expert study on the feasibility of an institution of this nature. You might
say thet such a university would be, in a sense, a continuing Youth Assembly at
which young students would get together with senior scholars to solve thelr canmon
problems.

Same of you may also be aware that at present the Econcmle and Scelal Council
of the United Netions is considering s study on the creation of an intermational
corps of volunteers for development. While this would not be exclusively & youth
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corps, 1t 1s probable that the majority of participants in any such scheme would
be young people from all over the world. You may wish to examine the possible
contribution of such a volunteer service to the basic develomment needs of the
countries and regions in many parts of the world.

Furthermore, there 1s an increasing Interest in iInvolving youtb in the
Second Develomment Decode, which will be ushered in next year. I know the
disappointment which the First Development Decade emgendered among young people.

I myself share thelr disappointment. If the Second Tevelomment Decade 1s to
bring zbout a bettsr regult than the first, the active participetion of young
people at all levels of development will be indispenseble. I zm happy O note
thet the gquestion of youth participation in the Second Develorment Decade will
be dealt with at an intertiationsl meeting to be held in Geneva next year.

Just a few weeks ago a seminar was held in Yugoslavia, under United Nations
sponsorship, on the guestion of youth and humsn rights. Basing yourselves cn that
dlscusslon, you may want to continuve the debate on the rights and responsibllities
of youth on both the national and internmational levels. I have no doubt that
human rights constitute a subject of great Interest to young people, since young
reople today are more sensitive than ever to violations of basic human rights

vherever they oceur and 1t is often they who become the first victims of such
violations of human rights.

Historic slgnificance of the World Youth Agsembly

The United Natlons 1s nothing but a stage In the etermal struggle of husanity
Tor a better world. From this point of view your constructive criticisms of the
Orgardzation will be very much welcomed. After twenty-five years of 1its existence,
the United Natlons haus admittedly become rether stale and samewhat tired. It is
timely and beneficinl, therefore for the Organization to be confronted with fresh
ldeas and uninhibvited views, particularly views of young men and women who have
not yet fallen Into the rut of custom and conventiom. I do not thing that we
differ very much smong ourselves a8 to what needs to be done sbout the world and
about the United Netions. We are, however, often puzzled as to how to bring about
necessary chenges. Here ardent enthusiasm and high ideslism are obviously not
enough. They have to be combined with e most thorcugh review and analysis of the
situation and the means to achleve the results hoped for,
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In the immediate post-war period the United Nations strove to become a bridge
between the cold wer blocs, between the Esst and the West. In subseguient years it
has attempted to concert the policies of nations in order to reduce the gep between
the affluent and impoverished halves of the world - North and South. This Youth
Apgembiy will be en kistorie milegtone, for the curiain is now rising <n the third
act ag the Uniled Faticns crbarke on a dlalogue betwzen genersilisns, a diuicgue
vhich ie necessary, since no generation is the exclusive repository of wisdam,
and vhich is made indispensable by the unique feetures of the contemporary world
sifuation. Iet the older generation heed the voice of concerrcd youth, for while
it is given to youth to see visions, it 18 rlso iheir nature to quesiion all
fundamentals and rcoch for obvicus solutiors. This will doubtioas be en assembly
of youth, by youth end fcr youth, since you yourselves will be nasters of your
egetida and procedures. May your conclusiong be such, hovever, es to campel the
ettention of the. worla.

In closing wy statement may I wish you a2ll the very best for your
deliberations in the coming days, for your tack is indeed immense.

Thank ycu.



STATEMENT BY TRAWCOZS POULIOT, CHAIPMAN OF TiR PLANNING
COMITIE ON THE WORLD YOUTH ASSEMBUY

It is Indeed a privilege and an honour for me to be gble to address you today
in oY ecapacity as Chaimmen of the Planning Committee on the World Youth Asgembly.
At the seme time, 1t is diffieuit for me o try to sumrarize for you in a few
minutes, on bemelf of thirteen nen-governmenial organizations representing
students and youth, the different stages through which our work bas progressed
gince cur first mestirg in Jenuvary of this year. Nevertheless, we feel that if
you sre fo understand the way in which the work of tris Asscubly is going to be
conducted it is essential that you should know want are the principles by which
we 1In the Planulng Comittee have been guided, the difficulties ve have encountered
and ‘the hopes we heve placed in this gathering.

The Committee for the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the United Baticns, in
definlng our task, saié tlot we should make specific proposals conceming the
agenda of the World Yeuth Assembly, its structure, its procedures and methods af
vork, the cultural and scécial activities which were to take plsce during the
Assembly, and any otker tople of like importence. This did not mcke our position
any lesa amdiguous, Por we had no means of enforeing compliance with our
recamendalions and no recourss when some of those recommendations werc not
implemented by tThe United Natinns Secretariat. We slways felt that a joint
meeting with the Committec for the Twenty-Fifth Ammiversary might help to solve
the difficulty, but that privilege was never secorded us.

Tre principal concern of the menbers of the Planning Commitiee was that the
Assembly should be genuinely representative of world youth, and to that end we
insisted that the principle of universality should be recognized as the basis
of the Assembly's work. Accordingly, we sought to ensure not only camplete
geographical participation but also representation of all the wviewpoints of world
youth. We were fimmly convineed that en Assembly of this nature could not be
called a "World Aszembly"” if a large number of young people were to be excluded
because their Govermments were not Members of the United Nations or because they
2id not mhare the vieus of their Governments. 8imilarly, in order 1o emsure genuine

representatlion of youth, the Planning Cormittee recommended that the participants
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The Planning Cosmittee learred with regret that certsin Governmenmts did not
allow the selectlon of participants to be made in accordance with our recommendations
and intervened directly to imposge their own choices. When this had been noted,
ope organization represented in the Planning Committee, the Young Christisn
Workers, decided to withdraw.

I o also obliged to state that at times we encountered gifficulties within
ibe Plamning Committee itself. The thirteen cembers neturally represented
Lifficuls trends and viewpoints and while we are pro{Ld to be able to sey today that
we elvays succeeded in reaching scme area cf understanding, divisions remain with
regerd to certaln subjechs. Vhile all the nembers of the Committee were keenly
digappointed,at the failure of certaln countries, both Members and non-members of
the United Nations, to respond to the Invitation to send partlelpents, some
cbserved that the presence of participanis from the Republic of Viet-Nam end the
Republic of Korea coupled with the absenca of participents from the Democratic
Republic of Viet~Nam and the Democratic People'’s Republic of Korea called Into
question the principle of tiniversality. The fact thet Chinese youth wes represented
solely by participants Crom Teiwan llkewise caused us some CONCETrn.

The dlfficnlties which I have ouwblined should not prevent ug from acknowledging
that the Flanning Committee has actually accomplished en important tesk on behalf
of youth. It mey be thet you will not agree with all our suggestions but they ere
the result of work done over a long period of time by thirteen organizatlons
called upon for the firs% time to engage positively in making Joint prepsrations
for on event as important as the World Youth Assembly. We hope that the
constiuctive atmosphere which has insplred cur work will 1llkewise prevail
throughout your meetings and it is our earnest hope that, desplte your differences
of opinion, you will succeed in drawing the attention of the United Nations and of
the world in general to the opinlons of youth concerning problems which are, sfter
all, the concern of every one of us.,

Ve also hope that the precedent set by the United Nations in forming a
Planning Committee to participate in the preparation of this Assembly will serve
as an example for future co-operation between the United Naticns and youth end
will result iIn greater varticipation by young people themselves in the programmes
of the United Naticns family. Thanks to the communications medla, millions of
people will be wetching you. Before concluding its last meeting on Monday evenlng,
the Planning Cammittee acked me to convey to you our best wishes for a successful

Assembly - en Assembly which will be both provecative and creative.
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these views that made your deliberations so valuable. You have made full
use of this internmational forum, which is an increasingly important factor
in the formation of world public opinion,

The debates at the Youth Assembly have made 1t clear that youth are to
be treated not as an isolated element in soclety but as an imtegral part of it,
As such, the 1deoclogicel, politieal and cther preoccupations of the world were
bound to reflect themselves in the attitude of youth, sametimes in a way evel
sharper than the opinions expressed by the older generation. This 1s naturel
and should serve to caution those who tend to segregate youth ard idealize
youth. Youth are very much a part of our world, They are the inheritors of iz
earth end as such they not only have the right to be heard, but also the
duty to contribute in a concrete manner to the creation of & better
world,

This Youth Assembly was an entirely umprecedented undertaking on the part
of the United Nations, However, we greatly benefited from the advice of
certain international youth organizations, and our attitude was from the
outset net to impese on you any pattern or preconceived framework, Thus,
you were left with a large degree of freedom and initiative in devising the
organization, rules of prccedure and other activities. Under the clrcumstances,
sape confusion was perhaps inevitable reparding the conduct of meetings,
voting, the status of participants, alterrates and advisers, the wey in which
credentials should be handled, etc, With the help of the Bteering Committee,
however, you overceme many of these difficulties in time to enable the
Assembly to tackle its substamiive task, In this regard, I would like to
pay speclal tribute to the officers you elected to the Steering Committee and
to the four commissions for the way in which they guided this entirely new
apd difficylt conoference.

The United Nations will probably never be the same after the World Youth
Assembly, Your informel manners, the practice of certain commissions to limit
the statements to five minutes or even less, the recognitioh of speakers by
nunber rather than by country, and most of all the principle of individual
participation rather than goverrmental representation -- all of these may

affect In some way the practice of United Nations organs in the long run.
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Before closing, I would like to ack you mosi sincerely to persevere in
your deep concern over the state of the world today. We need the positive
contribution end active co-operation of youth in assuring international
peace, in achieving the goals of the Second United Nations Development Decade
and In the First Disarmamert Decade, in safeguarding human rights, and sbove
all In bringing the present world situation closer to the ideals of the
Charter of the United Nations,

I should like to close by thanking all the participants for gathering
here a brief but most intensive period of discussion across national
boundaries. I would also like to thank the numerous staff members and
volunteers who unstintingly coutributed thelr talents and energy, and who
often worked late into the night or even into the small hours of the morning.

I wish you all a sefe return to your homes, and every success in your

future endecwvours.
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ANNEX 1

The Steering Committi=e
elected by the World Youth Assembly

AFRICA:

*Mr, Mohamed M, MAKHLOUT U.A.R.
¥pMiss Margaret TAYLOR

Nigeria
Mr, Camara IBRAHIM Guinea
Mr. Armando GUEBUZA FRELINC (Mozambique )
ASTA:
Mr. Bironobu SHIDUYA Experiment in International Living (Japan)
Miss N. Prochie AKCLAWALA India
*Mr. Fawaz NAJIA General Union of Palestine Students
Mr. Ramon A.P. PATERNC Philippines
FURCFE:
Mr. Alexandre LEBEDEV Usshz
(Mr. Andrei GRATCHEV), alternate
Mr, Vasile NICOLCIOIU Tomania
*Mr, lars THAIEN Sweden
*Miss Estelle TFELDMAN Treland
LATIN AMERICA:
*¥Mr. Pedro HENRIQUEZ Chile

lir. Alfonse CHASE Costa Rica

Mr. Wilton JOHHN Trinided end Tobage
Mr. Ricardo GERARDI World Federation of Catholic Youth (Argentina)

KCETH AMERICA:

Mr, Gordon CLEVELAND

Canada
Miss June CUFTLEY Jamaica
CHAIRMAN  Steering Committee and
Flenary leetings: Mr. Llars THATLN
CHAIRIFAN, Commission  I: Mr. Fawaz NAJIA
CHAIRISAM, Commission II: Mr. Mohamed M. MAKHLOUF
CHATRIMAN, Commission IIT: Miss Margaret TAYLOR
CHAIRMAN, Commission IV: Miss Estelle FLLDMAN

* Indicates Chairmen.

%% . Pedro Henriguez chaired the FPlenary Session and Steering Committee Meetings
of ¢ July.








