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WORLD YOUTH ASSEMBLY DOCUMENTS 

Introduction 

The World Youth Assembly was convened under United Nations 

auspices at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 9 to 

18 July 1970 as part of the observance of the twenty-fifth 

anniversary of the OrgMi.zation. 

All Member States of the United Nations were invited to 

send up to five young people to participate in the Assembly; 

similar invitations were sent to several non-self-governing 

territories. In addition, the Planning Committee, conwosed of 

thirteen international youth and student organizations,* was 

authorized to select up to '126 young people, and this Committee 

in tum invited some national and international youth and student 

organizations to nominate c~idates, among whom were young people 

from countries and territories not represented in the United 

Nations. All participants were admitted to the Assembly on an 

equal basis and exercized the same rights. 

U Thant, Secret,ary-General of the United Nations, officially 

opened .the Assembly on Thursday, 9 July. His opening address 
was followed by an address from His Excellency Mr. ·Richard M. Akwei, 

Chairman of the Committee for the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 

United Nations. A third address was given by Mr. Fran(iois Pouliot, 

Chairman of the Planning Committee for the World Youth Assembly. 

The Secretary-General gave his final address to the Assembly on 

17 July. 

Following a nomination procedure based on regional meetillgs, 
the Assembly elected an eighteen-member Steering Committee" duri~ 

the opening plenary meeting. The Steering Committee designated 

Mr. Pedro Henriquez as Temporary Chairman for the first and second 

plenary meetings·and subsequently designated Mr. Lars Thalen as 
Permanent Chairman. At its third plenary meeting, the Assembly 
accepted the proposed agenda comprising four major topics: World 
Peace; Development; Education; Man and Environment. 

* See annex 2. 

** $ee annex 1. I ••• 
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Subsequently, four commissions were formed and met on Friday 

afternoon, 10 July, alXi continued working ,during ten half-day 

meetings until the final plenary meeting, on Friday, 17 July. 

Each commission elected its own Chairman am Rapporteur or 

Rapporteurs, determined ita agenda, and presented a report to the 

Assembly in plenary session. These four reports were discussed 

and noted by the plenary meeting of the Wo~ld Youth Assembly. 

The Chairman of the Steering Committee pre:sented a statement on 

behalf of the Committee, and this was alsc, noted by the Assembly. 

The final act of the Assembly was the adoption of a message 

addressed to the General Assembly of the Ulnited Nations. 

* * * * * 

/ ... 
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Message adopted by the World Youth Assembly and t o be presented to t he 
~;y-fifth session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 

The participants of the World Youth Assembly, organized as part of the United 

Nations twenty-fifth anniversary; 

Conscious of the place and the increasing role of youth in today's world , in 

social, political and economic' life in the struggle of the people and of 

progressive rorces growi ng greater every day; conscious of their great 

responsibility fo·r safeguarding peace, liberty and independence of peoples and for 

the construction of a better future; 

Regret that the conditions of the World Youth Assembly did not permi t the 

participation in the Assembly of all the youth organizations and movements which, 

with their pE!Ople, fight against imperialism and for liberty, independence, peace 

and progress;: and thus not assure the real representati ve and uni versal character 

of the Assembly; 

Having debated the fundamenta l problems of today r s society and of internationa l 

life, as well as the role of young people in the battle ~gainst imperialism 

and its policy of domination and aggress ion and youth1 s role in ending 

under-development, hunger, misery, racism and illiteracy to assure the free 

deve l opment of each country; 

Consider that one of the essential conditions for the establishment of a 

lasting peace is to guarantee the right of peopl e to liberty and independence; 

repudiate the bloc poliil.ics of the great Powers and the thesis of 11limited 

sovereignty"; 

Express their decision to take a stand against aggression in any form and 

against imperialism, colonialism and neo-col onialism; to fight for the 

elimination of the danger of a third world war and to safeguard world peace ; to 

affirm their solidarity with the people and youth of Viet -Nam, Cambodia and Laos 

in demanding the i mmed i ate cessation of American aggression against the 

Inda- Chinese peopl es, the withdrawal of American troops and allies, and t he 

recognition of the right of the peoples of the I nda-Chinese peninsula to decide 

their own destiny without foreign interference. 

I ... 
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Express their solidarity with the struggle of the Palestinian people and 

dew.and the immediate withdrawal of Israeli troops from all occupied Arab 

territories, the restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 

to self-determination, the establishment of a unitary, democratic State in 

Palestine, the recognition of the right of all people of that region to an 

independent existence and of the underl ying principle of t he inadmissibility of 

acquisition of territories by force . 

Call upon the Government of the Soviet Union to immediately withdraw its 

occupying forces from Czechoslovakia, and t o restore full derr.ocracy in that 

country . 

Noting that the continuance of coloni al domination over peoples constitutes a 

serious blow against huw.an rights and a perwanent threat to peace, the 

participants denounce with indignation the colonial war pursued by Portugual against 

the peopl es of Angola, Guinea (Bissau ) and Mozambi que - led by JV!PLA, PAIGC and 

FRELIMO, respectively - affirm support with their fight and express full 

solidarity with the struggl e of the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America 

and with all the people which f.ight against imperialism, colonialism, 

neo- colonialism, and for liberty and independence; condemn the racist regimes in 

South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe, and the fascist regimes in Greece , Spain, 

and Portugal, among others. 

Propose that the General Assembly of the United Nations demand that the 

United States sign and uphold the Genocide convention . 

Address to the General Assembly of the United Nations at its anniversary 

session their greeting, which i s that of young people of diverse political, 

philosophi cal and religious orientations and of different international 

affiliations . They cherish the hope that this session will mark a significant 

moment in the growth of the role and the effect:iveness of the Uni ted Nations, in 

the strengtheni ng of respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter, 

and in the realization of the objectives of the jubilee, "Peace, justice, progress". 

Express the desire that the United Nations and its Member States will 

intensify their efforts : 

- to reaffirm and to respect the principles of independence and sovereign 

equality of States and of non-interference in the affairs of other countries; to 

I .. . 
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develop friendly relations among na tions, founded on mutual respect and the right 

of peoples to decide for themselves their own destiny; to eschew recourse to force 

or threat of force against the territorial integrity of States or the freedom of 

peoples; to resolve international differences by peaceful means; to strengthen 

world peace and security; 

- to realize the universality of the United Nations, which implies especially 

the recognition of the legitimate rights of the Peoplers Republic of China, 

admission of the two German States, the Federal Republic of Gerwany and t he 

German Democratic Republic, and of other countries, which actions would constitute 

an important step in increasing the prestige and effectiveness of the United 

Nations ; 

- to take appropriate action towards the application of the Declaration on the 

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, towards abolishing 

r acial discrimination and observing the principles set forth in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights ; 

- to support the efforts and the struggle of peoples against their condition 

of under-development , against hunger and against all the obstacles t hat impede 

their steps on the path of progress and civilization; 

- to support the efforts towards the utilization of the conquests of science 

for human progress and to undertake adequate action in the field of environment; 

- to put an end to any system of neo-colonialist exploitation, assuring 

especially that the national resources of each country will be put to use for 

the development of its own economy and for the establishment of economic 

relations on the basis of full equality and mutual benefit; 

- to undertake concrete measures i n order to realize general disarmament, 

the destruction of the military blocs and bases ; 

- to abolish the power of v,eto in the Security Council; 

to improve the structure, the activity and the functioning of the United 

Nations; 

Call on the United Nations to recognize the rights of young people to have an 

active role in the activities of the United Nations. 

Request the Governments of Member States to act in such a way as to ensure 

the education of the young people in the spirit of the ideas of peace, mutual 

I ... 
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respect, co- operation between peoples and to give the young generation broad access 

to education and culture, to assure their right to a place in society and to 

e mployment, to the training necessary for many-sided development of the individual 

personality, to active particii:ation in the organs of decision affecting the 

political and social life of the people; 

Affirm their conviction that the co-operation of the young must be intensified 

constantly, and call upon organizations and the young people of different political 

opinions and philosophies to unite on the basis of concrete objectives against 

imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, and for liberty, independence, 

democracy, peace, justice and the progress of all peoples, 

Propose to the General Assembly of the United Nations to decide that the 

World Youth Assembly will be convened every two years , and on a more derwcratic 

basis, 

I . .. 
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STAffliENT BY THE STEERnm COMMITTEE OF THE 
WORLD YOll'rH ASSEMBLY 

The Steering Committee, 

Grat.:::~:!! that the first World Youth Assembly has been convened under the 

auspices -of the United Nations, 

Expresses thanks to the General Assembly of the Un:!.ted Nation:J, the - ·-
Commission on the pr-eparation of the twenty-fifth anniversary of tl1e Unitsd 

Nations, and the Planning Committee for the preparatory work making this Assembly 

possible, 

Expres~urther thanks to the United Nations staff, the United Nations 

volunteers and those working with the non-conference activities for an unselfish 

work of great magnitude,, thu.s enabling participants to carry out their work; 

Regrets, however, that preparations for the Assembly were inadequate as to 

the understanding of the role, work and representativeness of the World Youth 

-Assembly; 

Regrets further that it has been impossible for participants from the 

People's Republic of China, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the 

Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the Provisional Revolutionary Government of 

South Viet-Nam to attend the World Youth Assembly, thus depriving the Assembly 

of the contributions from major forces of the cont.emporary world; 

Stresses the long-range importance of the fruitful exchanges that have taken 

place among participants; 

Welcomes the fact that a channel for young people from all over the world 

to influence the activities of the United Nations system bas been opened; 

Wishes that concrete action to safeguard the maintenance and strengthening 

of youth influences in the United Nations be considered immediately in the 

appropriate United Nations bodies and the Planning Committee. 
/ ... 
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REFORTS OF 'ffiE COMMISSIONS 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON WORLD PEfl.CE 
( Counnission 1) 

1. In the cotu·se of the World Youth Assembly, the Commission on World 

Peace helcl its meetings from 10 to 16 July, 1970. In a br03.d deoo.te, 

delegates trom over 100 countries, national liberation mc,vemerits and 

intP.l"nation-u youth and student organizations expressed their opinions on 

the min issues concerning the st1-ugg.\e for peace and critical evu1us,tion 

of the U11i-ted ~t!ons. Al.t~ough on some subjcct_s differences of opinion 

appeared~ it was clearly recognized by the Commission that the causes of 

war and threat to 'f!orld peace a.re to be seen in the imperialist aggressions 

and in the oppression o-£ peoples by colonialism, neo-colonialism, I13.cism 

· and ~tll.?-ili, Therefore, speci~l extra-time va.s given to the representatives 

of nation.'1-1 liberation movements represented at the Commission, n>,:nely 

those of Angola., Guinea. (Bissau), Mozambique, -Ialestine, Puerto Rico, 

South Africa and Zimbabwe to acquaint the partici~nts vith their just 

struggle for national independence as one of the most important contributions 

to the world-Wide anti-imperialist struggle ror vorld peace. 

2. The 0:-:nmi.ssion expressed the strongest indignation, protest and 

condem.uation by world youth of United States aggression in Viet-rem, I.Aos, and 

Ul.mbodia. In declaring its full solidarity with the heroic struggle of the 

Vietnl.mese people and youth the m3.Jority of the particip;mts decided not 

to give the floor to the representatives of the Saigon, Seoul and Taiwan r~gimes. 

3. The Commission strongly upheld the inalienable right to sel:f'-detennination 

of all peoples. It declared its full solidarity and support,to +,he 

Palestinian struggle ·ror national liberation and welcomed its humane 

I ••.•. 



objective to eutablish a um.t&1y democratic state in Palestine. It strongly · 

condemned the oppressive and expansionist policies of Israel vhieh are endangering 

world peace and called for the immediate and unconditiooal. vithdrawal of its troops 

from occupied Arab territories. 

4. !!'he Comad.saion agreed that a.1,, ~"rms of colonial op:preBSion should be 

completely abolished. It decl.arei :.;i.1 tull solidarity with the youth of 

Mozambique, Angola, Guine-Bisee.o, as well as with all young :fighters for national 

independen<:e and otrongly condemned the oppressive policy of' Portugal and Spain 

which is act:l.vel.y supportP.d by arms and other means . by the major imperialist States, 

especially the United St&t€s of America., the United Kingdo.m, the Fede:ral R~public 

of Germany, F1-ance and Japan. The Commission .strongly conde.mned the racist and 

fatseist r~g1mee ot South Africa and Bhodesia. 
5. 'l'.he Commission expressed the feeling that the impossibility of ac::hievir.ig peace 

in Iatin Atc.edca t a the responsibility of the Un.1.ted States Government , who&e 

interventic.-!list, aggressive and rapacious· policy threatens the sovereignty and 

dignity of thP. peopl~s of thte continent as well a.a the fail.ure of the_ ao-call.ed 

"represen·t.at.tve dem()Cracy". That it why only the struggle for national J.iberation 

can extricate peace for these peoples. 
It supported the struggle for the liberation of Puerto Rico and other peoples 

from colonial domination 

It exr,r-cssad solidarl ty ,nth the struggle against imperialiirt penetration and 

despotic and reactionary 1°4gimes in tne Latin American continent as well as 

solidarity with the stl-uggle to modify economic and social structures which is 

being waged by national J.iberaticm movements in the mountains and cities or the 

cont!nent. 

It condemned the Organization ot American states (OAS) which 11erves so a togl 

of United St:~.tes interests. 
It BlRo expresoed 1 ts condemnation ot the constant provocations perpetrated 

by Unitet State8 im:perialiem, an well as of the economic blockade vhich it 

conducta against the Cuban Revolution, with the ~oneurrenc~ of the puppet .rigimeo 

of the continent. 

/ ... 
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6. Considerir.g the problems of peace and security·in Europe, the Commission 

emphasized that an effective system of collective security in Europe could be 

reached only on the basis of the recognition of the actual realities and existing 

State borders, including that between the Fede~al Republic of Germany and the 

German Democratic Republic, and equal rights for all European States. 

7. The Commission emphasized that the rights of minorities should be protected 

in all countries, without discrimination as to race, colour or creed, It expressed 

its grave concern over racial discrimination in the United States of America and· 

its full oupport and adnu.~ation for the growing liberation movement in the United 

Sta tcs i tse2..f which is en.ga.ged in a h.ar·d struggle for equal rights. 

8. The Com.mission condemned fascist and militarist r~gimes in Greece, Spain and 

Portusal, and strongly supported all forms of struggle against racism and reaction. 

9. R~alizi::ig that it is incumbent upon world youth to play an acti,re and concrete 

role in thi~ lmplementation of i te aspirations, the Commission calls upon this 

youth assembly to support in word and deed all movements of national liberation 

struggliPg as~inst colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperialism and for 

self-determination·: 

(a) To contribute towards the solidarity of youth with liberation movements by 

anr,wer:tng their appeals for contributions; 

(b) To refuse to serve in armies of colonization and aggression, while the youth 

alreauy in service in such armies should rally to the liberation movements; 

(c) To mobilize youth in order to demand that their Governments stop supplying 

arms to the Portuguese and South African colonial armies; and that they 

assist in imrlementing the recommendations of the Conference on Solidarity 

with the Portuguese Colonies held in Rome on 27-29 June 1970; 
( d) To supi;:oj_~t the ten points of the Provisional :Revolutionary Government of the 

Republic of South Viet-Nam and to press for an immediate and unconditional 

withdrawal of United States troops from South East Asia as well as to press 

for the recognition of the provisional revolutionary Government of South 

Viet-Nam; 

(e) 'lb condemn the despotic regimes of I.atin America, sponsored by United States 

imperialism, which are waging a policy of repression and r 00+.h against their 

/ ... 
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- ~ les, r tts t~ case v.ith the Governments of Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, 

Nicaragua, ffa.fti and the Dolitinican Republic, etc., and to request the 

withdrawal of United States military missions frcm Latin America. 

10. Recognizing ti1e important role which the United Nations could play, the 

Commission critically singled out JllaJlY failures and shortcmings in 

United Nations prol'!edures and functioning, partieularl.y recommends to the 

United Nat:f.ons: 

a. The reeJtora.tion of the f'ull rights of the People's Republic of C.hina in 

thP- United Na·ctgns; 

b. The implffllenta.tion forthwith of the principle of univer~a.Uty and to react 

f'avourably on the membership of tc.e -People' e-Tomocratie Republ:tc of· Korea. 

tbe Demrx!ratic Republic of Viet-Nam and the German De~~ratic Republic; 

c. 'n1e rest-ructuring of the Committee on Decolonization (CnIDJt~ cf 

Twenty-Fcur) so that the majo!'ity of the countries of the COml?littee 

vi.11 be truly -anti-imperialistic; 

d. T:ia imp:-G\Tisation of genuinely new and more effective steps on the ,ray to 

g~ne.ral. and complete disarmament, including partial measures, so that 

more resources could be made available to the developing countriec; 

e . The it:lpos1tion of sanctions on any Member State wich faiJ.s t r.-;. treat 

liberation movement fighters as prisoners of war in accordance 

with· the, -Geru;Na :Conventions; 
f. To sup:port all the progressive forces ·1n the United Stateo of America 

v.ho struggle against all tn,es of rac16J11j 
g . To expreGs solidarity with the progressive forces in Northern Ireland 

and to call for the immediate release from prison of Miss 

Bernadette Devlin, M.P.; 
h. To undertake nev step~ for European security by important youth actions 

for au all-European State con:ference, and to support the initiative of 

Fi.m1sh Youth organizations to hold a European Youth Conference; 

i. To press for the elim.lnati.on of all militarY bases on foreign territories, 

including the restitution of the Panama Canal to its rightful owners. 

; ... 



u. Many other specific proposals were put to the floor to be added to the Report 

of the Papporteure after its adoption by the Commission in its morning session o~ 

'l.b.ursday, 16 July 1970. In its afternoon session, the Commission decided that in 

view of the fact that most of the nev proposals dealt with speci~ic details and 

areas of concern, the discussion of vhich vould again require a new serles of 

sessions and debates, it ~ill satisfy itself with the ~port as ratified during 

the morning session. 

/ ... 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON DEVELOPMENT 

(Commission II) 

A. Development is a politi cal and social process which in its highest form creates 

conditions for the integral development of the individual man and of all members of 

the human community. 

Development, as a responsible and concerted action, can dominate the econcmic, 

social and political future and is the fundamental basis for the creation of a new 

society without imperialism. 

B. Imperialism is the stage of capitalism in which the internal market is 

saturated, and new markets need to be opened up . At the same time, the production 

of increasingly sophisticated goods requires an ever-increasing volume and variety 

of raw materials which in the past the traditionally imperialist countries acquired 

from the Third World. This involved the export of capital from imperialist 

countries, which served to strengthen their economic control over the Third World. 

C. Economic domination takes many forms but one of the most pernicious is the 

creation of single-product economies, which oblige the Third World countri es 

to depend largely on the export of one commodity for their foreign exchange 

earnings. In these circumstances there have emerged cases of development sectors 

surrounded by constant l ack of development. These sectors are usually in the 

area of raw materials (sugar, oil, coffee, rubber, etc.). The other sectors of 

the economy remain neglected and under-developed because they are not important 

for the profit-seeking imperialists. This leads to an imbalance in the total 

development of the economy. 

D. Cultural domination is also a key element in the maintenance and consolidation 

of imperialism. Often, the mass media and educational institutions distort 

national cultures and isolate t he victims of imperialism. When this s ituation 

has been reached, it is often necessary to form new national cultures which 

arise out of the struggle to end imperialism. ~his must not involve a return to 

feudal or other archaic values . Above all, it requires an understanding of the 

power which oppressed peoples, conscious of their history, can employ to liberate 

themselves. 
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E. Development, then, on the basis of this historical understanding , becomes not 

simply the attempt to help poor countries grow into rich countries , but rather the 

process whereby the Third World escapes from the social and economic systems which 

have been imposed on it. 

F. So far this process can be seen in only a few countries, because the apparatus 

of imperialism survives political independence. The colonial structures (colonial 

administrators, corrupt bureaucrats, educational institutions) continue. As the 

struggles fer political independence are won, Third World countries face 

neo-colonial control of their economic existence (by their previous or new masters). 

This contradiction, then, between the aspirations of the people for total 

independence and the reality of continued exploitation, has forged a new awareness -

among many peoples of the Third World - of the need to combat and defeat 

imperialism in all its forms. 

The increasingly aggressive and barbarous actions of imperialism - for instance. 

in southern Africa, Palestine, Santo Domingo, Czechoslovakia, Viet-Nam, etc. - as 

well as the examples of successful struggle agai nst it have helped to foster a 

solidarity amongst the exploited people of the 'I'hird World. 

G. It is clear that exploitation alone does not bring about change . Only a 

consciousness of one ' s own position in the world, and a clear analysis of who the 

enemy is, can provide the energy necessary for the creation of a new world. 

H. Development must in the f i rst place be the result of the freely expressed 

national will. Development is not only the fruit of highly skilled technical 

services or simple government measures, and much less of foreign aid . Development 

is fundamentall y the work and the result of the people ' s own efforts. 

The policy of blocs and military treaties represents a real and very 

dangerous obstacle to the devel opment of all nations, large and small, and has 

very many unacceptable consequences for the development and aid programme of all 

nations . At the same time, the experience of the countries which have achieved 

national liberation should be taken into account. Development must not be 

imposed from outside with models and ideologies which are related to alien realities 

and interests; it must arise from the cultures of the peoples themselves, and it 

involves a profound transformation in ways of thinking, being and having . 

I .. . 
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Development not onl y means the economic growth of a culture through which 

exi sting wealth is augment ed. Development presupposes the construction of a 

new soci ety and its results should be measured by its practical consequences i n 

the human, social and popular envi ronment. 

I . I ndustrialization was considered as a process of economic development in whict 

an increasing part of nat ural resources is mobilized for the development of a 

technically modern and diversified i nternal structure characterized by a dynamic 

manuf act ural struct ure which has and produces means of production and consumer good 

and i s able t o ensure high rates of general economic growth and achievement of 

economi cal and social progr ess . 

Agricultural development was consider ed in relat ion to the need for land reforn 

for co- operativism, for the elimination of al ien influences and for the 

liquidation of feudal vestiges, the fundamental principle being that the land 

s houl d be for the benefit of those who wor k it . Devel opment calls for ownership 

of the means of production by t he workers . 

Development was di vided into two aspects or factors : 

(a ) Human factors: 

A discussion was held on the theme of man as the first factor i n development . 

Certain attitudes towards change must be adopt ed. Pol ici es in relati on to 

economic (trade , investment, industry) and political (publ ic administration ) 

aspects must find new possibilities . The conditions of education (technical, 

vocational, occupati onal) differ, especiall y in the sense that they have to 

respond to the necess i t i es of each country. The pr oblems of migrati on from rur al 

to urban areas wer e consider ed, as well as health, nutri tion and assistance . A 

drive to abolish poverty was considered as important. The need for planning was 

stressed, as was the need for mass parti cipation, and particul arly the need for 

peace, justice, and publ ic wel fare as prereq_uisites for any development . 

(b) Physical factors : 

tevelopment calls for the creation of &n i nfrastruct ure (roads , communication, 

etc. ,) as a first step. The Commission also stressed the importance of having 

natural resources, and the need to exploit them. The agrarian structure should 

be transfor med, and agriculture and production diversified. 

I .. . 
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PROPOSALS 

1, ~he young people of the world should encourage their Governments to r ecognize 

the mother language of majority populations in their countries as the official 

language . 

2 . Eoth the structure and the content of education in the developing countries 

must be changed . The structure has been determined by select minorities; it is 

anti-democratic, and has produced a content which does not serve the interests of 

the exploited people. Education has tended rather to create a "white-collar 

mentality" and to promote Western values and structures in preference to indigenous 

ones . 

3. Youth should see that their education comprises the study of changes in 

agricultural and industrial development. 

4. Youth, especially in the exploited countries, should be given practical and 

technical education and not simply book learning. This may help solve the problem 

of unemployment. Special institutions could be set up for more young people to 

study crafts. 

Guidelines should be established to stop the brain-drain from the developing 

countries. The guidelines should include the following : 

(a) Governments should be requested to appeal to persons receiving training 

or pursuing a course of study abroad to return and help in the national 

construction effort; 

(b) Countries absorbing skill ed persons from other countries should be 

required to pay compensation. An international agency should be set up for the 

express purpose of assessing the sums and amounts involved. 

5. Youth taking part in this World Youth Assembly should go back home and infuse 

their countrymen with the desire to play active roles in different organizations, 

especially in organizations dealing with agricultural and industrial development. 

6. A "Special Fund" should be established with contributions from each 

participant in the WYA, to send material support to the African liberation 

movements . 

7. Delegates to this Assembly will assist, in every possible way, the liberation 

movements throughout the world . 

I ... 
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8. The youth of all countries should be educated in a profound feeling of 

international patriotism, so that they become aware of the struggle and suffering 

of the exploited and colonized peoples of the world and sympathize with them. 

9. Liberalization of trade both among the exploited nations, and between the 

developed and the exploited nations, should be encouraged. 

The developing nations should conclude regional trade arrangements or 

establish free trade areas with lowering of trade barriers to promote co-operative 

development . 

Developed nations should grant non-reciprocal trade preferences to the 

products of the exploited nations, and should encourage trade in these products 

at equitable and remunerative prices . The granti ng of p:referential treatment 

should not require any concessions or political dependen,~e on the part of the 

exploited countries. 

10. Measures should be taken to diversify the production of the developing 

countries and open up markets for this production. 

In addition, tariffs and trade agreements between developed and developing 

countries should foster the export of manufactured products rather than raw 

materials from the developing countries. Policies within the exploited countries 

should also be oriented towards this end. Prices for raw materials, when they are 

exported, should be stabilized at a sufficiently high level to provide a fair 

return to t he exploited country. 

11. International liquidity should be improved, by incireases in international 

funds rind by clearing agr eements , to facilitate increased trade . 

12. Economic and technica l aid should be given, not on the basis of charity 

but as an obligation by the developed countries . The granting of aid should not 

be contingent upon any political or economic concessions or ties on the part of the 

recipient. 

13. The World Bank and other international institutionG should be strongly 

criticized for the role they have played in hindering development. The conditions 

on which it has given aid, especially the onerous terms on which loans have been 

given, have placed heavy burdens on the developing countries. 

14. All natural resources of the developing countries should be nationalized 

and there should be increased government control of foreign enterprises in the 

context of a national development plan, with a view to ensuring the maximum 

economic returns for the developing countries. This includes such thigs as control 

of prices, wages, investments, management and the social rights of the workers . 
I ... ,,,--
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15 . Youth should make a point of being represented on the workers' councils of 

their respective enterprises. 

16. Youth should vork both inside and outside established structures to 

further the process of development: 

Inside 

By struggli ng for an active role in decision-making bodies; 

By forming pressure groups to press for acceptance of the major proposals of 

the second United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the 

recommendations of the World Youth Assembly; 

On an international scale, by working for the right for youth to be members of 

international organizations such as the United Nations; 

Outsi de 

By organizing mass popular movements to press for democratic, not 

authoritarian, decisions on the development programme for each country; 

By fighting for the right of cultural minorities to participate fully in the 

formulation of national policy; 

By fighting for the right )f i ndividuals and groups to criticize the development 

policies of Governments. 

17 . Ihe United Nations shoul d continue to study the feasibility of establishing a 

United Nations Volunteer Corps to involve youth in development. To avoid situations 

such as CIA. intervention in the Peace Corps, this should be administered through 

the United Nations and not by any one Gover nment . The youth of the vorld must play 

a large role in determining the functions and specific tasks of the Volunteer Corps. 

18. The Commission appreciates the interest of the United Nations fami l y in 

youth and is informed that the Economic and Social Council will consider the 

Secretary-General's pr oposals on volunteers (E/4790) next week in Geneva. The 

Commission is also aware that in its present form many substantive aspects of the 

study are unsatisfactory and unacceptable . 

The Commission, therefore, recommends that the Economic and Social Council shoul: 

appoint a working group with substantial youth membership , composed of 

r epresentatives of the United ~ations, the specialized agencies, voluntary 

service and major international youth and student organizations, to revise the 

proposals and tc assist and advise on the setting up of the United Nations 

Vol unteers ' programme . / .•. 
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19. Moreover, the Commission believes that,to be successful, the United Nations 

Volunteers require the following minimum essentials: 

(a) a central staff to provide co-ordination and administrative leadership 

and to consist of young personnel, sensitive both to development processes and 

to volunteers; 

(b) a central office which is located, as logic would require, near important, 

representative, national and international youth bodies and voluntary service 

organizations, as well as United Nations executing agencies; 

(c) financing methods which result in full inclusion of volunteers from all 

interested nations, prevent domination by developed nations, and change the present 

one-way flow of volunteers from the northern to the southern hemisphere; 

(d) adequate provision, financially and otherwise, to ensure the full 

involvement of non-governmental bodies in the sending and receiving of volunteers 

through the United Nations programme; 

(e) planning and administration at all stages involving due consultation 

with nations receiving volunteers and with voluntary service organizations; 

(f) linking of domestic volunteers and their programmes with participation 

in development projects assisted by the United Nations. 

(g) programme execution characterized by speed and flexibility. 

20. The Commission feels that the adoption of a universal language may eliminate 

the basic essence of democracy, tradition and self-identity. 

21. It does not accept the proposal to abolish the military draft system. 

22. It does not subscribe to the idea of strengthening the World Bank or increasing 

private investment. 

23. It calls for the liquidation of funds produced by bilateral treaties. 

24. It requests inclusion of the exploited countries in the United Nations 

committees dealing with maritime prices and tariffs. 

25, It calls for a careful study of the non-customs barriers imposed by developed 

countries to block the exports of the exploited countries. 

26. It calls for higher prices in the world markets. The improvement of existing 

prices will reduce the dependence of the developing countries on international 

loans and aid . 

I ... 
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27. It condemns imperialistic military aid as an obstacle to the process of 

development in latin America, and condemns the irresponsibility of certain 

Governments in accepting and r equest ing this type of aid . 

28 . It calls f or the establishment of definite dates (TARGET DATES) for the 

Second Development Decade . 

29. It recommended that the proposal to transfer 1 per cent of the Gross National 

Product of the industrialized countries shoul d be implemented, with distribution 

administered by an organization i ncluding members from the 'Ihird World countries . 

30. The Commission cannot remain indifferent to the national earthquake disaster 

in Peru and hence calls upon the United Nat ions General Assembl y and the Economic 

and Social Council to discuss t hi s situation i mmediately and set up - wi th no 

bureaucratic s t eps which could del ay or impede such action - a non-reimbursable 

aid fund for Peru, to be spent on necessary purchases for the reconstruction of 

the devastated areas . 

The Commission calls for the establishment of an int ernational assistance f und 

which would be used solely for t he reconstr uction of countries which are vi ctims of 

na tura l disasters . This fund should be organized in such a way that bureaucratic 

formalities do not del ay its use. 

31. I t urges Government s to ratify and enforce IL0 conventions , particularly those 

relating to working youth . 

32. It urges the IL0 to a llow working youth to play a greater part in all its . 

bodies and act ivities . For the purposes of l and reform it upholds the principle 

that the l and should bel ong to hi m who tills it. 

33 . It rejects and condemns the imperialist and aggr essive attitude of the United 

States towards the countries of Latin America with regard to the establishment of 

a 200-mil e continental shelf, A large part of these countries ' economy i s based 

on marine extracti on activities ; these 200 miles are thus a basic requirement for 

them. The United States therefore has no right to demand that the limit be 

reduced to twelve miles; t hat would be det r imental to the economy of those countries 

which are attempting to reap some benefit. 

The Commission also repudiates and condemns the so-called "economic 

correctives" which the United States appl ies to countries which stray from the 

path prescribed by imperiali st interests, for they are blatant mani festations 

of that country 1s aggressive pol icy. 

/ ... 
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34. In the belief that the resources of a nation are an essential factor in its 

development and in the desire to satisfy the aspirations of youth for development, 

it demands, in pursuance of the relevant Security Council resolution, the 

withdrawal of Israel f r om the Arab territories occupied during the war, so that 

the indigenous population may enjoy the conditions necessary for development 

and progress. 

The Commission proposes that the United Nations should: 

1. adopt a definite policy for the study of unoccupied areas (e. g. the sea) 

so as to benefit all countries on an equal basis; 

2 . act as an i mpart ial arb:i.trator to correct and balance the present forms 

of international trade; 

3. establish an institution to co-ordinate the international exchange of 

experts or strengthen existing programmes; 

4. set up an international commission to investigate the possibilities of 

more intensive indivi dual participation in the agricultural sector; 

5. establish an interest-free l oan fund for development projects and incr ease 

its aid to developing countries . The United Nations should a l so be abl e to control 

and administer all forms of foreign aid through its organizations and special ized 

agencies . It should not all ow debts that prejudice devel oping countries, and, if 

loans are approved, they should be at a low interest rate; 

6. adopt the workers' charter (ILO) and see that it is enforced by its 

Member States; 

7. establish programmes of co-operativism in all schools; 

8 . set up a committee to study arrangements for genuine land reform and 

ensure that a ll members observe them; 

9. set up an organization to control mass media so as to prevent them from 

being used for purely commercial and alienating purposes; 

10. set up a programme which would help young people to meet and exchange 

ideas: 

(a) require Governments to send one YOUNG delegate, al ong with present 

del egates, to the Uni ted Nations General Assembly and to ensure that the delegate 

in question is representative of the country ' s or ganizations. 
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11. emphasize the need for renewing educatonal literacy programmes , especiall y 

in t he field of technology, to narrow the gap between advanced nations and the 

Third World; 

12 . promote the i dea that students and young peopl e of the world must become 

involved in social wor k as well as in youth organi zations; 

13. request Governments to include scheduled courses on the United Nations 

and its activities in the r egul ar curricul a of school s; 

14. propose that the developed countries having agreements with under-developec 

countries should reduce the debts contracted so far and formulate new agreements 

under equitabl e conditions; 

15. promote the establishment of an international organizati on t o supervise 

the debts of under-developed countries; 

16 . promote the creation of l and, sea and a i r transport industries of a 

r egional character in each country; 

17, promote development in sectors apart from the present gr owth sectors 

so ns to benefit c•~untri es within t heir r egional areas , especially those which are 

landlocked and study the problem of col onial exploitation of na tural resources and 

the problem of investment; 

18 . assist the developed countries in the selection and administrati on of 

suitable industrial and agricultural programmes, and see that United Nations 

resolutions a re properly carried out so as to benefit under-developed countri es; 

19 , prcmote co-operativism among yout h within each country; 

20. undertake far-reaching measures to ensure the exploi tati on and utilization 

of resources in developing countries since the l atter have resour ces whi ch are not 

be i ng exploi ted; 

21. formulate a new definition of economic relations and a revised scheme for 

participation in their devel opment; 

22 . accelerate the i ncorporation of the developing countries in the modern 

economic process during this Second Development Decade, since i t has f requently 

been stated that a devel opment policy was lacking during the First Development 

Decade; 

23. ensure that the traditional policy of exporting prima r y commodities from 

develop ing countries i s replaced by a policy of expl oiting and devel opi ng their 

resources on the spot. 

I ... 
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23 . A synchronized economy, inspired by the desire to understand and 

co-operate, must be built up, with the industrial ized countries, to ensure mutual 

assistance and solidarity among all nations. 

25 . To this end, the United Nations should: 

( a) take steps to prevent the deterioration of the terms of trade which is 

paralysing the industrialization of the developing countr ies; 

(b) establ ish a free-trade area, which entails the suppression of 

quantitative and customs restrictions; 

(c) promote economic co- operation, taking the sub- group as the starting­

point for the achievement of regional groupings . In all cases and at all l evels, 

the purpose and essential justification of economic integration is the promotion 

of development, particularly industrial development, and the foster i ng of 

investment and trade between States, to promote the growth of production and 

thereby to r aise the living standards of peoples. 

Concl usions 

A. Role of youth in ensuring that these ob,iectives are achieved 

1. To associate youth in the work of development does not mean using their 

physical force . Real participation by youth in development implies: their 

participation in the formulation and orientation of development plans , i n other 

words, the creation of machinery for participation in the evolution of targets 

and concepts; the incorporation of youth as agents of development by offering them a 

task and by relying on their willingness and enthusiasm in the context of national 

and international planning; the training of youth for a development role and for 

participation by means of an education which has been suitably designed and by 

all politi cal, administrative and legal measures to create viable conditions for 

such participation. 

2 . An economic growt h which is promoted on the models of the colonial era 

and which exploits the national riches in a given sector, without co-ordination 

with other sectors and without active popul ar involvement, whose purpose is the 

enrichment of restricted groups (national or international) cannot be described 

as development . 



-26-

3. Youth is committed to fight against the existing relations between rich 

and poor countries, against the great gaps between income and profits and against 

the internal and external causes of underdevelopment. 

4. Having analysed the concept of development and listed the factors that 

cause under-development, the role of youth is to encourage this new concept of 

development with the objective of profoundly transforming all the structures 

of soci ety in order to overcome the present era of imperialism and create a new 

society which will be the fruit of man and mankind. We bel ieve that the youth 

of the 1hird World has an important mission in t h i s area . 

I . . . 
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REPORT ON THE CCMMISSION ON EDUCATION 
( ,Comnission III) 

The report of the Commission is in two main parts covering first, views 

expressed in the course of discussions over the first six sessions , and secondly 

the specific recommendations on wlitich the Commission agreed . On most topics, 

various views were expressed leading sometimes to a general consensus, sometimes 

to divergent majority and minority views . On several issues some par ticipants 

did not take part in the informal vote which was ta.ken on recommendations because 

they felt that the proposal in question did not apply to the conditions in their 

own countries . · 

The first part of the report follows in general the order of subjects as 

discussed in the Agenda which was agreed at the second session. The style of 

the report seeks to reproduce the large number of short statements which 

characterized the work of the commission. 

Commission I I I - Education 

Agenda 

I . Purpose and Principles of Education 

(a) Education for Peace , Progress and Co-operation. 

Is there a basic international concept of educati on? 

(b) What are the basic eleme:nts of education and what kind of 

people do we want it to p~oduce? 

(c) Need for education to be related to the political, social and 

economic situation today, and problems arising from the effect 

of colonialism and unsuitable imported and out-of-date forms 

of education. 

I ... 
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II. . Content and Method in Education 

Content: 

(a) Cultural, political, ethical and social aspects 

(b) Ruralisation of education as a factor for economic and social. 

development 

(c) Problems of unsuitable and out-of-date education and need for reforms 

in the curriculum including adaptation to rapid change 

Method: 

(a) Use of media and other technological improvements 

(b) Training and status of teachers 

III. Structure in Education 

(a) Democratisation of education 

(b) Access to education and the problem of illiteracy 

(c) Discrimination in education, including the position of girls and 

the handicapped, and other groups discriminated against 

(d) Different educational systems and policies as related to the social 

and cultural background, including the role of the university 

(e) Legislation as related to education 

(f) Role of the state, and the role of private initiative in education 

(g) Control of education by international monopolies 

(h) Participation of youth in education 

IV. Role of the UN in Education 

(a) Evaluation of the role of the UN and work of UNESCO 

(b) Proposals for the future 

(c) Possibility of a UN university and universal co-ordination in education 

(d) Education about the UN 
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REPORT 

PART I 

A. PURPOSE AND PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION 

1 . There was unanimity that there are two stages invo~ved in the elements that 

make up the basic elements of Education. One is the stage of the recipient, 

that is, there is a transfer of the culture of the particular society and a 

transfe.r of knowledge, maintaining a discipling of the mind. The second is the 

stage of critical analysis. 

On the question of what kind of ~eople we want to produce? 

It was felt that 11Education should lead to the full development of 

the individual intellectually, materially, physically and morally and 

should enable him to be sensitive to the development of the society11
• 

2. Education should meet the economic needs of the people and prepare the right 

human resources. 

3. Since the present system of education is a colonial oriented system, it has 

produced individuals who put a higher priority on prestigious white collar jobo 

to the degradation of the real needs of the society. There is a need to redirect 

the educational system to meet the essential economic, social and political 

needs of the people. 

4. Foreign aid should be given to nations without restrictions so that the 

recipient nation can determine its priorities independently. 

5. Educational assistance from developed nations should not impose the political, 

social or economic values upon the recipient nation, but should promote the 

efficient growth of the nation. 

6. Previously, truth was taught in the classroom, but this must be changed to 

presentation of facts for the individual's critical analysis. 

7- We should encourage the exchange of students between countries. 

8. There should be a radical approach against armaments and instead military 

allocations must be redirected to educational needs . 

9. Education should direct itself to fulfilling the human being, to educate 

against hatred and it should teach people the art of dialogue . 

I ..• 
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10. We must teach people an economy that does not exploit the people or the 

nation, but rather one that improves the quality of life. 

11. Education for peace cannot be achieved in the midst of exploitation, 

oppression, suppression,neo-colonialism and im:r;-erialism. 

12. The goal is to create a liberal human with rationalistic attitudes. 

13. For the continuing education of the individual tpe family is of the utmost 

importance, especially during the childts formative years when he is essential3J 

a recipient of information. 

B. CONTENT AND METHOD IN EDUCATION 

1. Culture must be preserved despite application of modern education. 

2 . National culture should be resurrected despite its suppression by colonial 

powers . 

3. UNESCO should establish programmes to disseminate cultural in:formation of 

all nations and towards this end cultural centres should be established, e.g. 

libraries, mobile cir•.ema, etc . 

4. Children should be educated bilingually, e.g . in their mother tongue and i n 

an international language . 

5. Political, ethical and social aspects of education are integral parts of 

cultural education. 

6. Special care should be taken in the education of cultural or racial minorities 

within nations to preserve their identity . 

7. Travelling theatre, use of radio, radio- networks, T.V. etc ., should be used 

for the positive projection of education. 

8. 

9. 
Lack of research centres and technological data . 

Education must be extended to the rural population . 

10 . The educational system must be adapted to meet the needs of the rural community, 

11 . Educational systems should be set up to meet the needs of adults and of women. 

12. Students in primary and secondary schools should have frequent opportunities 

through discussion and visits to rural and urban areas to acquaint themseives 

with the problems of such areas. 

13. There should be continuing improvement in the quality of teachers by refresher 

training. 
I ... 
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14. The role of the teacher should be that of a guide to students. 

15 . Teachers should become fully aware of the local environment of students . 

16. Increase teacher training schools with UN exrert assistance . 

17 . There must be an i mmediate literacy campaign to improve living standards in 

rural areas . 

18. , Students should take leadership in altering educational curriculum to make 

i t more relevant to the needs of the student. 

19 . The present system that maintains too much examination consciousness should 

be minimized and emphasis s.hould be placed on the devel opment of the total 

individual . 

20 . The UN should assist in providing agricultural schools . 

21 . The educational system must be adapted to rapid change . 

22 . Increased emphasis should be placed on pre- school education, e .g . kindergarten . 

23 . Denouncement of education which preserves status quo, war, etc . 

24 . There s hould be an increased emphasis on the point that education does not 

only mean academic education . The present feeling in certain developing countries 

encourages a race for academic certificates . 

C . STRUCTURE IN EDUCATION 

1 . The structure of education should facil itate the right to and the struggle 

for educational opportunity . 

2 . It should be compulsory for scholarship students at universities to work for 

certain peri ods in the rural communities or needy areas; use of students as 

teachers in primary and kindergarten level . 

3. Youth should play a decisive role in education and condemn any system which 

tries to treat them as subjects. 

4. Access to education by the masses . 

5. Implementation of evening institutes to help eliminate illiteracy in adults 

and out-of- school youth . 

6 . All attempts should be made to stop the brain-drain, especially from 

developing countries . 

7. The economic strain, especially on poor students , can be very detrimental to 

their success. 
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8. Condemnation of any governments which are against free education at the 

university level. 

9 . There is discrimination in school fees which are too high for the poor 

~eople, especially in developing countries. 

10. Stop governrr.ent intervention which prevents innovation in education. 

11. All nations should establish programmes to evaluate the effectiveness of 

education . 

D. ROLE OF THE UN IN EDUCATION 

1. Rejection of the title UN University - purpose the title International 

Institute. 

2. Teaching profession not lucrative or intere~ting; need for governments to 

improve status of teachers in their community . 

3. An International Education Year should be held every decade, for assessment 

and involvement . 

4. More activity by UNESCO by providing books and scholarships with the 

understanding that persons benefitting from scholarships return to help in their 

respective countries . 

5 • The real experts on problems in developing coun'bries are the people of the 

countries and not those from abroad. 

6. Recommendation that there be an International Youth Centre. 
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PART II 

At its last three sessions the Commission discussed and accepted the 

following recommendations: 

A. DISARMAMENT, FOR EDUCATION 

The Commission proclaims itself in favour of complete and free 

education for all the youth of the world, without any discrimination on grounds 

of race, nationality, sex, religion, social class and native language. 

It underlines education of youth as essential for the achievement of these 

fundamental human rights and their position in society. 

The Commission expresses its concern at the large number of 

· illiterates among youth at the time when the armaments race continues. It notes 

that half of the youth of the world has not the possibility to go to school and 

that at the same time expenditure on armaments increases without ceasing. 

In addition the Commission demands that most of the expenditures 

intended for armament should be allocated to the education of the youth of the 

Third World, a move which will contribute to the preservation of world peace and 

to making'education available to all young people . 

The Commission demands disarmament for education. 

B. DEMOCRATIZATION OF EDUCATION 

The Commission notes that yo'LID:g people in the education system are 

treated as passive objects which receive knowledge and values already established. 

Dissatisfied with this situation, young people ask for an immediate 

democratization and reform of the educational system, and that: 

1. The educational system should fit the demands of the technological and 

scientific revolution and the requirements of contemporary society; 

2. Education should be available to all young people, without any 

discrimination on grounds of race, sex, religion, nationality, social class, 

and native language; 

3- The principles of student self-management should be affirmed in all 

areas of education; 

/ .. . 
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4. Teachers and students should be the equal bearers and creators of the 

process of teaching and of youth participation in educational policies and 

decision-making; 

5. All Governments should incorporate into their legal systems, laws 

guaranteeinc equal rights to all, regardless of class, colour, sex, nationality 

or creed, and guaranteeing students the right to be actively involved in 

formulating and carrying out educational reforms, other than academic programmes; 

6. In the perspective of democratization of education and in view of the 

fact that education is a dimension of life and :iot a period of life, Governments 

should set up a system of life- long education which gives each individual equal 

chances in the educational field, in that it provides possibilities throughout 

the duration of life; 

7. That young people should pledge through their own actions to see that 

the above resolutions become a reality. 

C. DISCRIMINATI ON IN EDUCATION 

Women should have equal opportunities for education and employment and they 

should not be discriminated against in the compensation of their work. 

D. TRAINING AND STATUS OF TEACHERS 

Request UNESCO to intensify its assistance to developing countries for the 

rapi d LJ.ining of the large numbers of teachers required . The means used should 

include the following : 

(a) Multinational teams of young qualified teachers sponsored by UNESCO 

at the request of developing countries to undertake teacher training in ways 

adapted to the needs of each particular country . Such programmes should be 

pl anned and carried out in cl ose co-operation with those responsible for education 

in each particular country and the team should definitely include young teachers 

from t he country itself: 

1. The trainees must be young and qual ified. 

2. They must be a United Nations group, not representing any one country . 

3. The emphasis, in deed and not just in word, woul d be on helpi ng the 

peopl e to hel p themsel ves. Every opportunity of training others to r epl ace t he 

trainers must be taken with alacrity . 
I ... 
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4. Full recognition of the unique nature of t he country, its strength 

and weakness, must be made by the Trainees and allowances for these made in their 

progranmie and therefore in the education of the· country. 

(b) More intensive efforts to train teachers in the applied sciences and 

rural development, with the inclusion of project work in their training so as to 

give such teachers adequate exercise in scientific investigation and communication 

in order to facilitate future compilation of field guides, handbooks, etc., with 

emphasis on local environment as a take off point towards a full understanding of 

scientific ideas applicable to their development . 

(c) Governments in spite of their jurisdiction over teacher training 

institutions must preserve an atmosphere of academic freedom in those institutions. 

(d) Teachers should be given practical training. with emphasis in pre-school 

motivation . 

(e) That governments see that the status of teachers is raised to make it 

a more attractive profession, and t hat UNESCO make assistance available to them 

where necessary for this purpose . 

(f) That teachers be encouraged to take regular in service or refresher 

training in order to keep up with the rapidly changing body of knowledge . 

(g) The UN should take immediate international action to organize conferences 

with the view to ameliorating the status and the service conditions of teachers 

for circulation to all countries for implementation. 

E. 11UN UNIVERSITY" - INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

In principle the majorit7 in the Commission supported the idea of an 

international university . However another strong view point was expressed against 

establishing such an institution . 

The Commission recommended that if an I nternational University is set up, 

there are certain principles to be strongly endorsed . 

(a) Priority for entrance to the university should be given to all 

oppressed groups and persons . 

(b) that the University should specially conce_rn itself with the needs of 

the developing countries in providing specialists and technicians to fulfil the 

needs of the developing economy . 

I ... 
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(c) that persons attending such an university pledge to return to their 

own countries and spend a free year of social services . 

The principle of an international university was endorsed again, but it was 

recommended that this question be meticulously studied before any decision was 

taken. 

F . UN INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CENTRE 

The idea of a UN Youth Centre was accepted in principle, but the Commission 

recomrr.ends that before implementation, the UN together with youth organizations 

study in detail such a proposal as the Commission had little time to di3cuss it 

in depth . 

PROPOSAL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CENTRE 

The World Youth Assembly is the first attempt at global co- operation between 

youth and the UN. I t recognises the strengths of the youth community in each 

country and in liberation movements and non-governmental youth organizations . A 

proposal which shares the same desire to unite the strength of youth on a world 

basis is the Proposal for a United Nations Youth Centre. 

The Youth Centre would be a vehicle for strengtheni ng existing youth efforts 

and for channelling unified youth activities. Its general purposes would be to : 

(a) provide a focus for youth internationally to unify their causes; (b) relate 

the values and activist orientation of the international youth culture to the 

i deals and realities of the UN by encouraging a global perspective among youth 

and thereby helping mold the UN; (c) broaden the participation of youth in all 

phases of UN concern, from development and social change to the environment; 

(d) co-ordinate infor mation on youth efforts, provi de a shared pool of information 

and resources; (e) finally form a permanent international youth corps and 

instrument at the UN level to unify and stimulate UN-Agency-non-governmental 

organi sation policies and provide a means of implementing proposals related to 

youth. 

The UN Youth Centre would work through a decentralized structure. Youth 

hostels and dormitories in different regions would become international UN Houses . 

Thus, the purposes of the Centre would work through many local bases directly . 

I nte:r-national liaison offices would be created in Geneva and New York to help 

I ... 



co-ordinate, stimulate, serve as an information clearing-house, conduct 

international workshops . The Centre would be affiliated with the UN but separate 

from it and its specialized agencies . Its independence would remove it from 

inter-agency disputes and would make it more the autonomous instrument for world 

youth action. The staffs would be made up of young people, rotated on a two-year 

basis so as to remain constantly fresh and non-institutional. 

The phases of the work· of the UN Youth Centre would be as follows : (1) central 

data bank on youth information and policy; (2) facilitate youth-formulated 

policies designed to involve youth in the work of the UN, and aid this involvement 

by monthly papers, seminars, etc.; (3) founding a Communication Corps which would 

prepare televised round-table conferences for both y?uth and UN officials, would 

provide media coverage for youth meeting with the UN at its headquarters or field 

activities , and would set up exchange visits, work- study programmes, etc. In 

UN operations and Centre activities; (4) host Peace Institutes in the UN Houses 

all over the world which could be action platforms for launching peace activities 

such as disaster relief work, peacekeeping seminars, world order studies, UN 

Development and Disarmament work. 

This proposal for UN Youth Centre may be modified, but it strives to provide 

the world r s youth with new resources and a direct involvement of all youth at 

the local level through to the international. The tJN would finance the Liaison 

Centres and the local UN House could provide local organising and help. 

G. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

There should be a. UN Charter of the Rights and Responsibilities of youth, 

and such a charter should pay particular attention to the situation of youth who 

are imprisoned or suffer in other ways in the course of their struggle for 

liberation,. or the right to express their national identity, through being 

deprived of access to education of a kind to which they wish to or have been 

accustomed, as a result of being in colonised and occupied territories, or even 

within national boundaries of an oppressed majority/oppressing majority . 

/ ... 
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It is the duty of the youth of the oppressing country b see that such 

discrimination ceases immediately . 

The Commission denounces all fascist regimes, colonial regimes and demands 

that the present colonies be given freedom first so that they can freely conduct 

their education for self-reliance . 

H. EDUCATIONAL PLANNING AND SYSTEMS 

All educational planning and reforms should be closely related to the 

political, social, and economic needs of the country and in particular to improve 

the conditions of t he disadvantaged . 

That educational systems be reformed so as to decolonise concepts of 

education existing in many parts of the world and to decolonise the mentality of 

the people and in its place should be introduced the concept of education for 

self-reliance and the realities of development . 

That education be recognised as an i nstrumen t of man to be used to educate 

the individual in totality within a framework of internationalism and all 

educati onal systems should eliminate completely all hatred and preaching of war 

from the process of education and that in matters of dispute textbooks should 

present both sides of the problem fairly . 

NEED FOR EVALUATION 

That governments undertake regular periodic evaluations of the educational 

system to ensure, in particul ar , its relevance to the evolution of society. 

UNESCO should send advisers to help countries to adjust their educational 
/ 

systems to their physical environment, so that those who are isolated or 

inaccessible should not be discriminated against . 

I . PARTICIPATION BY YOUTH 

Young _people, representatives of organisations of youth, should be appointed 

as members of staff in the universities, UNESCO and all. kinds of educational 

bodies. Further, young people should be includEd in national delegations to 

UNESCO general conferences. 

Young people conscripted for military service should be util ized for the 

raising of the l iving standards ot' rural areas. 
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The Commission recomends the formation of non-governmental groups of youth 

at all educational levels in school and out of school, to discuss and evaluate the 

social , political and economic situation of their countries, in order to 

facilitate the process of adjusting tlleir present system to suit the changing 

needs of their respective count.riAS. 

Youth cannot leave to others the decisions of the future; they must be 

involved in this process. 

In order to achieve democratisation of education: 

(a) teachers should encourage students in independence to achieve their 

interests, 

(b) students should be allowed to hold meetings to discuss matters of 

common interests, 

(c) families of students should be encouraged to participate more in school 

activities, including the selection of textbooks. 

In order to implement these recommendations., participants at WYA should 

utilise their education to help un:derpri vileged youth in their own countries. 

J. LITH:RACY AND TEXTBOOKS 

1. To encourage the teaching of vernacular in schools and to encourage 

publication · and translation of rel,evant textbooks , including adult literacy books, 

in the vernacular for this purpose. 

2 . To make young people more aware of what services UNESCO and UNICEF 

can give in relation to literacy. 

3. UNESCO should channel as much money and advice as possible into helping 

youth grouvs to establish literacy centres and libraries where they are needed. 

The · Commission asks the UN to use its good offices in secu_ring the 

waiving of authors' rights which provide benefit to monopolist commercial organisms, 

and of those authors who for polit:ical reasons refuse to allow their wor k to be 

reproduced in developing countries. This declaration does not entail the 

recognition of the legitimate right of authors who are prepared for scientific 

<:ontributions to be made available to the whole human race . The UN General 

Assembly . should ask Governments to find ways to satisfy this legitimate interest 

of youth in the underdeveloped world and should extend an appeal to progressive 

authors and scientists to support this request. 

I ... 
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K. MULTILATERAL AID 

The Commission sees universal membership of the UN by all countries of the 

world as a vital goal and in such a context recommends that all aid to developi_pg 

countries be channeled through the UN system, 

L . BRAIN DRAIN 

That the UN in the context of the problem of brain drain set up an 

international employment pool to provide possibilities for educated people to 

find employment in their own country where they are most needed and to supplement 

their salaries where necessary . 

M. PROTECTION OF HISTORICAL SITES AND MONUMENTS 

The Commission asks that the UN supervise the excavation of 

archaeological research digs or historical sites to insure that they are not 

destroyed nor that the products of the research be misappropriated. This is to 

insure that anything preserved or found will not be confiscated for the personal 

use of the individual nation. 

N. INFORMATION .ATliD MASS MEDIA 

The Charter of UN Human Rights and the constitution of the countries should 

be made available in simplified forms to suit all levels of education and that 

they then be made a oa.rt of the school curriculum. 

The Commission proposes that there be information programmes through audio­

visual media,, from developing countries to educate developed countries on the 

culture and other activities in the developing countries, and that young people 

participate in the making of these programme~. 

1. The Commission while considering the very great possibilities offered by 

mass media in the spreading of knowledge requests governments to improve their 

legislation on the utilisation of the means of mass communication in order to 

avoid their giving use to the diffusion of ideas in contradiction t o human rights. 

2. The increasing flow of information arising from the mass media as well 

as the kind of messages they transmit having as a consequence a weakening of the 

I ... 



critical behaviour of individuals, it is necessary that educational systems should 

adequately distinguish between informatior., and the intelligence which should 

evaluate the information . This is in order to promote the creation of individuals 

who are ~ree, aware and responsible , 

0 , YOUTH AND THE UN 

The. Commission desires to have continuing co-operation between the UN 

and .youth in two ways: 

1. Regular consultation with youth in the preparation of plans for action 

by the UN and its specialised agencies. 

2 . Participation by youth in the centres of decision-making and in the 

programmes of the UN, 

In such consultations we would welcome discussion of tbe holding of future 

World Youth Assemblies, 

P. CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 

Conscientious objection should be treated as a human right: this subject 

should be on the agenda of the next UN Commission on Human Rights. 

PROPOSALS FOR FOLLOW -UP OF THE WORLD YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

The Commission calls on all those to whom its recommendations are addressed 

and more specially to the UN, to international NGO's, and to the participants of 

WYA itself and all young people to study and implement all its recommendations. 

To help in this implementation the Assembly should appoint a smal l executive body 

e.g., of six young people chosen on a wide geographical basis to follow up its 

_proposals. 

The most important immediate forum for the presentation of WYA positions will 

be the General Assembly in October-November of 1970. It is not sufficient merely 

to send a report to the General Assembly in this Anniversary of the UN. 

The proposed executive body should personally submit the report, be present 

at all deliberation of it, meet with UN Member delegations and similar activities. 

Funds to facilitate this could be requested from the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary 

I ••. 



Committee of the General Assembly and could be provided• in a number of ways. It 

is only natural and logical that such a personal presentation flow out of the 

calling of the Assembly in the first place. 

Press and reviews of the WYA proposals should be encouraged to comment on 

the reports and help in their dissemination . 

Documents issuing from the Assembly should be at once reproduced by the UN 

Office of Public Information, distributed to all UN Members, every Specialised 

Agency, the Ministries of Youth, and Education in every country, every 

international NGO, and every WYA participant. The document should be available 

to others, on request, free or at cost price. 

/ ... 



REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON MAN AND ENVIRONMENT 
(Commission IV) 

Chainr.a:1 : Miss Estelle Fe-ldrnan (Ireland) 

Rapp .. ~·t eu:·: Mr . Abdel Rahman Ibrahim (S:::uaan) 

1. Tb.e C.)!J".missi on held five !?lenary meetings and adopted an agend~ which was 

oivided later amo;-ig four working grou\~S as follows: 

(a) Impact and application of science and technology (Item 1 on the A3enda); 

Pcllu.tion (Item IV) 

(b) Use and conservatio;1 of na tural resources (Item V) 

( c) Impact of mass· medin. (Item VI) 

(d) Population (Item II) ; Urbanization (Item III); Impact cf Societal 

S8tting (Item VII) 

2 . E,:1ch working gr:,up was asked to prepare so'l1e concrete y'.)uth pr,;"'.:)osals f or 

the United Nations (Item VIII). 

Introduct i on 

3. Before break ing up into working groups, the participants expressed views 

on the various topics relating to the problem of human environment and considered 

the objectives of the C.:-.rmnission aszignment. This general debate urovidcd a body 

of information whi ch later guided the working groups in their discussions . While 

the Commission recognized that envir0nmental probl ems vary according to reg i ons 

and t h1::: degree of scientific and technological deve l opment, it was nevertheless 

noted that the scope of tlie Ccmmission' s work was to be universal in its 

a;:iplicat i on. 

4. It is felt that the presermtion of the environment ard the harmonious 

development of man are poss ible only in conditions of peace and disarmament. The 

validity of international treaties to this effect is questioned . In relation 

t c t, is. i t is recognized that the;_·e is a genuine concern and fear among the 

/ ... 
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Jeveloping nation regarding the technological dominance of the more political 

powerful and economically advanced States. Therefore the Commission urges that any 

international control of environment should be steered scrupulously clear of the 

self-interest of powerful nations who have so far always been in a position to 

subvert any international action that hinders the free pursuit of their own 

interest. The Commission further urges the more developed nations to direct their 

armaments funds towards programmes for the world-wide betterment of the human 

environment. The over-all objective of the Commission was to.discover the ways 

in which man may apply his scientific and t~chnological knowledge, as well as 

carry out his daily life in society, in full accordance with the principles of 

humanism. 

5, The deliberations of the working group A were hampered by the fact that the 

members had ·had inadequate time to prepare themselves fully previous to the 

Assembly. The group touched upon warfare and its devastating environmental aspects 

and urgently called for international agreements on such matters of grave concern. 

Considering the intricate interrelationships of the parts of the biosphere, the 

responsible task of environmental scientists in co- operation with other scientists 

was emphasized to preserve a human environment. Several proposals were made for 

action. 

6. The working group Bon the use and conservation of natural resources, 

realizing the closely marked relationship between man and his environment, noted 

that more serious consideration should be given to this topic with potential 

reference to (a) man's personal freedom and integrity and (b) national sovereignty. 

Also, as there is a close link between development and underdevelopment, the 

conservation and degredation of the environment, . the working group recognized 

that natural resQurces must not be misused. 

7. Working group C recognized that information consists of the communication 

of ideas and feelings to other people to produce more ideas, actions and 

influences towards the realization of very specific goals. The growing influence 

of mass media, it was noted, in the life of all human beings, and the role that 

such an influence can play in education and the development of individual 

potentials , require supervision to avoid a dangerous misuse such as an 

overemphasis on sex and violence for publicity. In some countries, those who 
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detain the monopoly of communication media form a powerful oligarchy utilizing 

them more and more towards imposing their ideas on society and orienting it towards 

the furtherance of their own interests. 

8. Finally, the discussion in the working group D ranged widel y over the many 

aspects of the social environment of man. It recognized that for some countries 

population limitation was not a matter of priority, such as in African countries, 

where problems of social and economic development were of greater importance. 

The discussion on urbanisation considered (a) the migration from rural areas to 

urban sites, (b) the problem of attempting to solve urban problems of developing 

countries often using inadequate information and applying alien standards and 

(c) the incr~asing problem of urban slums and squatter settlements. 

9. On general aspects of human environment, the following recommendations were 

presented. 

THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS 

United Nations Activities on the Human Environment 

10. That the United Nations activities on environment, including the 1972 

?onference, be conducted on the basis of the principle of universality, irrespective 

of socio- economic systems or of membership in the United Nations. 

11. That conferences· ona regional basis be organized on environmental problems 

and that youth be actively involved in the preparation of the 1972 International 

Conrerence. 

12. That consequently, the General Assembly establish, as a consultative body, 

a Twenty- first Century Commission, which shall be composed of men distinguished 

in their respective professions, which shall ensure that only those aspects of 

science and technology which are beneficial in the humanistic sense are pursued 

and implemented. 

On Armaments and Environment 

13 . Since the continuation of the testing of nuc l ear weapons, and the stockpiling 

of chemical and biological weapons constitute an immediate and serious threat 

both ·to the environment and to the whole of mankind; 

I .. 
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That the United Nations 

(1) Seek to obtain disarmament in the near future by effectively neutralizing 

existing stockpiles and to implement prohibition of the production of nuclear 

chemical and biological weapons; 

(2) Pursue the transfer of the resources spent on armaments to the needs of 

development and international assistance; 

(3) Attain immediate cessation of all forms of nuclear weapon tests; 

(4) Work on the basis of the question of universality in ensuring the 

effectiveness on international environmental and disarmament control programmes; 

(5) Condemn the countries which did not sign and ratify the 1925 Geneva 

Protocol on biological and chemical warfare and invite all countries to become 

parties to the treaty mentioned. 

Declaration on Human Environment 

14. That the United Nations issue a declaration on human environment and in 

doing so take into account the recommendations of the World Youth Assembly. 

The declaration should include the following principles: 

(a) The use of every new facet of technology must have for its sole aim the 

amelioration of the condition of man. All nations should undertake obligations in 

order that no scientific or technical discoveries, particularly in the fields 

of biology and genetics~ be used to harm man or his environment. 

(b) Urbanisation and development of cities are not to result in the reduction 

of already existing social values and benefits. 

(c) The motive of profit in all domains of human activity must be effectively 

limited by the principles of humanism. 

(a) Express itself against abusive exploitation of natural and human 

resources by imperialist monopolies, particularly in de•reloping countries. 

/ ... 
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15 '. Re'::>Gimer:dati0n ::>11 Oceanic Pollution 

THE COMMISSION 

BEARING IH MIED t hat the l_')roblem of oceanic -pollution a~d, indeed, 

environmental pollution in general :l.s extremely grave and one which needs 

urgently to be dealt with , if we are n;:it to destroy the very s::1Urces of the 

world ' s li ,,elihood, 

CONSIDERING tl1at il". spite .of the sustained ef.f::>rts being made at present 

man;r aspects of 1:iarine -polluti-::m have not yet been dealt with or a.re not beipg 

fully co7erec. s.nd that addi tio!1al a:sreeme:-its on this subject may be requi.:-ed_. 

SUPPOR'l'IfiG the co-operatic~ alrelil,dy established between the s :;iecial i.zed 

a.gencies of the United :'iations and intergo·,ernmental organizations i n 

accordance -.,,i th the resolution 2566 une,niniously ado-pted by the General Asse□bly 

on 13 Decetiber 1769 to undertake re-ports and studies with special. reference to 

the forthcoming United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, 

STRESSING the necessity of: 

(a) A re0,iew of harmful chemical substances, radio-acti ye 1,,aterials, 

other noxious agents and waste which may dangerously affect rr.an ' s health and 

hi s econon1ic and cuJ:cural activities in the t!1arine erwironment and coastal 

areas; 

(b) A review of nat i onal acti·vities and activities of s-pecialized agencies 

of t i,e United J\:ations and intergovernmental organizations dealing with 

·prevention and control o.f marine pollution including suggestions for more 

comprehensive action and improved co- ordination in this field; 

REQUESTS: 

(a) An i mmediate action on the sur; jects above-mentioned followed by an 

international treaty on oceanic polluticn and · a .close control. on bot~1 

international and national basis . 

(b) An i mmediate creation of an internationai •organization dealing 

exclu-sively with the task of collecting and distributing information on the 

causes and t he c0nseguences of oceanic ·pollut;i.on and environmental poll ution in 

general and preventative measures to be taken . 
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16. We believe that, in the face of the accumulation of vast quantities of waste 

and the finity of natural resources, rational and responsible management of waste 

products dictates reuse and recycling of these products wherever possible . 

17. THE COMMI SSION 

a. Urges that the United Nations and its respective agencies, and developed 

nations in their aid programmes include an ecologist, familiar with the area, in 

order to avoid the degradation and pollution of the area . They should also 

promote the increase of agricultural aid, especially in the case of those farmers 

whose agricultural practices result in detriment to the environment; e.g. erosion, 

loss of rutrients, etc. 

b. Further urges that this aid take the form of : 

i . Education in modern agricultural methods; 

i i . Increased provision of modern machinery; and proper training for 

its use. 

c. Condemns the sale of defective machinery by develop.ed nations to 

under-developed nations. 

18. THE COMMISSI ON 

Pro~oses that all possible steps be taken to control the manufacture and use 

of substances which are not easily degradable and urges the United Nations and 

its system of organisations to develop new knowledge and to co~eive methods of 

control and international standards to prevent excessive use of persistent 

agricultural chemicals . It commends efforts of UNESCO, FAO and IAEA toward this 

end. 

19 - THE COMMISSI ON 

i. Condemns the resour ce exploitation of nations one by another; 

ii . Denounces situations in which under-developed nations are deprived 

of resources by developed nations, since such resources, if 

utilized by the under-developed nations, could provide a means for 

financial independence . 

I . . . 
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iii .• Urges the United Nations to encourage developed countries to 

assist in facilitating the use and development of the natural 

resources of under-developed nations, on a basis which will 

lead to eventual self- sustainment on the part of the under - developed 

nation, and further, without encroacl1ment upon the sovereignty 

of the nation receiving the assistance . 

I ... 
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20 . RECOMMENDATION CC.NCERNING INTELLECTUAL MIGRATION 

The Commission 

(1) R~co~nizes that, on account of a lack of err;plcyment or economic 

j r. c:euti11es i.n many develu9ing :cctions , mar.y ·persons indigent to a developing 

r,aticn who h&ve rec2ived. specialized or advanced training cheese to dwell in a 

c·::>uo.try 'ceGide9 their own; 

(2) p,~oposes that the United Nations Development Programme and the United 

Nations. Educational, Scientific .and Cultural Organization give attention in their 

wcrl~ to the intellectual mi gration, with a view toward improvement of the 

consec;u,~nces, inclu::ling: 

(a) Increasing of employment opportunities for the trained in developing 

netions, cy involvement ot' local persons in development projects; and 

(b) Establishment of :facilities to train specialists and technicians of 

developing countries . 

Invites and encourages financial support from private sources to 

promote research and programrees of training . 

21. The Commission recormnends: 

(l) The establishment of a concret e programme of ccnstruction and development 

of communi.cation networks, toward an increased exchange of technicians and 

cultural materials between countries permitting the interaction and d i ffus ion of 

different C'J.ltures, particularly in the Third World. In this way rad.io can 

/ include proe:rammes of universal civic education. 

(2) That the medi a of communication should cease to be an instrument of 

publicity for evil purposes. Towar~s this end, UNESC0 could help, by directing 

the financin~ sources of these media towards a more humanistic approach to 

informatior,, ra.ther than a consumer- oriented effort. 

(3) That the use of communication media for advertising of detrimental or 

dangerous to life, or health products; such as alcohol, tobacco, drus:s, etc •••• , 

be banned . 

(4) That the utilization of mass media which, in any way, repre,oents a form of 

propaganda for war, aggression or social inequality, be 

conde:·.!:,:;d. 

( 5) 'Ihat th~ ?.Udio vj st'~ l r:-.e"<m cf c0:r.munication be utilized for the 

education of people in all countries. I . .. 
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(6) That t.here be created, within the framewnrk of the proposed United Nations 

Uuivel'sity, a School,. of Journalism, the objective of which would be the creation 

of a sense of objectivity in its students. 

(7) That the United Nations General Assembly adopt the recommenlation of 

the World Youth Assembly, that"the United Nations specialized agencies see that 

these are put into application with the help of all Governments". 

(8) Finally, the young people should commit themselves to work towards the 

realization of these e~ds. 

22. . RECOMMENDATION ON POPUL.1\TION CONTROL 

Having regard to the fact that with .the present rate of .increase in world 

population, at some t ime · in the future we will face a situation ·where further 

increase in world population will be to the d~triment of all mankind and involve 

the irreversible destruction of the biosphere on which we depend, 

While realizing the need for each individual to achieve a reasonable 

standard of living,. the need for literacy, the need for an equitable distribution 

of the r esources and wealth of the world, 

The Commission reconnnends: 

(a) That considering the long-term need to control .popula.tion expansion, 

a zero growth rate for natural population increa~e be adopted as an immediate 

objective for the world population as 8 whole; 

(b) That countries which consider population expansion as a necessity shculd 

adapt as low a growth rate as is ccmpatible with a balanced sqcial, economic and 

human development; and 

(c) That further research be urgently undertakep to determine the concept 

o~ optimum population, .taking into account not only the relation of population 

numbers to economic development, resource availability or space but for the 

maintenance of a high quality environment and the requirements for personal 

human nappiness . 
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23. RECOMMENDATION ON FAMILY PLANNING 

The Commission 

BELIEVING that the Adoption of family planning ehould \e e !Dtltter for 

personal conscience ~nd be rc~dily ~v~il"ble to c-ch individu~l without economic, 

political, social, educ~tion"l or cultur~l limitntions; 

BELIEVING that governmenta should be mo re ~etiv~ in guiding the sociel 

conscience of their peoplei to• wider ~doption of fAmily pl~nning techniques; 

WHILE AT 'IHE SAME TIME STRONGLY OBJECTING to the u:;e of populetion control 

~na f~mily planning for politie~l ~im~ or as ~n ~xcuse for not carrying out bnsic 

social reforms; 

WISH 'IO RECOMMEND: 

(a) An intensification -na ~xpension of ~11 the pre~ent progr~mmc~ to limit 

the growth of world popul~tion as~ Tlll'ltter or ~bsolutc urgeney Ior m~nkind; 

(b) 'That this should inelude sex educ~tion for "11 young people before they 

leeve eecondary school, as part of the educationAl objective; 

(c) That contraceptive methods ~nd inform~tion on f ~mily plftnning be 

available free to nll people regArdles~ of soci~l or m~rit~l otatus; 

iND FUR'IHER :RECOMMENDS that ell religious l~Adere, eon~id~ring their 

influence and responsibility, m~ke pronoun,..em,-nt~ •nd conoider l'lction with a re1'!1 

understanaing of the ethical ba~i~ of our populition ~nd environmental problcmo. 

24. &ECIAL .APPEAL 'ID HIS HOLINE:5S POPE P J UL V! 

RECOGNIZING that the solution of the world popul~tion problem implico 

concerted action in all fields of human ~ctivity, we nevertheless believe in· the 

free e xercise of individuAl conscience 

The Commission, therefore appeals to His Holiness Pope Paul VI 

to review the recommendation included in his encyclic~l Humanae Vitae (par~gl"!'lPh 14 

foll.owing) and thus perl!li t the unfettered exercise of the consciences of individual 

Catholics with regard to contraceptive methods in ti1ccordance with the suggesti?n of 

His earlier cncyclica1. Po~l.:1._~_m Pr0gressi0. 

/ ... 
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Rec~mmendati'.)n on Social ~nd Ecological Xmrylicati0ns 
of Development Projects 

While bringing great econ'.)mic rind social benefits, some development pro0iectri 

hav~ created social mal~djustment, deniql of human rights and environmental 

degrnd~tion and pollution not foreseen in the pl~nning stages , 

The Commission recommends 

thet in the planning qf development progr~rr;me~, besides concentrating on 

the political expedi ency ~nd economic necessity for development projects, 

adequate consider~tion be given to their soci~l ~nd ecologienl impli~ation~. 

that t he initi~tors_ or development projectn provide for the study and 

continuing evaluation of the Sl'\Cit\l And environmental consequence~ of t hese 

projects once they h~ve been estnblished , 

that ~ speci:.l UN eommission he estAblished to consider remedial action 

in cases of social deprivation ~nd environmental degr~dation resulting fro~ 

development projects ~lre~dy undertaken. 



-54-

26. Migratory Workers 

Some economic and social conditions are creating a situation where 

individuals must seek ·permanent or temporary employment in a country other than 

that of their origin. 

These people face great difficulties of adjustment and are vulnerable to 

various forms of exploitation and we are greatly concerned at the poor 

treatment, working conditions and the violation of human rights of many migrant 

workers . 

The Commission therefore recommends that the United Nations 

establish a commission to consider an international declaration on the rights 

and conditions of migrant workers to be ratified by all countries receiving or 

sending such workers. 

27. The Commission 

DESIRING to limit the effects of all forms of pollution on the biosphere 

by the application of detailed technical data to the solution of environmental 

disorders everywhere, 

1. RECOMMENDS increased attention by planners of Educational Curricula to 

problems of environment; 

2. RECOMMENDS the establishment of an International Biospheric Decade, which 

will strive to amass, integrate and utilize all data relevant to rational use 

of the biosphere; 

3. URGES the deep involvement of youth in the International Biospheric Decade, 

both in the research and action phases; 

4. OFFERS the full co-operation of the youth of the world in accordance with the 
-principles of un~versality in the planning, execution and implementation of the 

1972 conference on the environment. 

28. The Commission 

DESIRING to increase international public awareness of the total scope· of the 

effects which man's technologies have upon the biosphere, 

1. PROPOSES that a day be set aside for meditation and reflection upon man I s 

inter-action with other living creatures and his ultimate responsibility for the 

effects 01· science and technology upon the biosphere; and 

2 . URGES world-wide participation on that day in activities to improve the 

conditions of the environment . / ... 



3. ENDORSES all eff'-orts which will lead -to the establishment of a United Nations 

International Environmental Centre whose facilities and programmes should be made 

available to the member states, non-member states and the international and 

national non-governmental organisations, 

The purpose of this centre should be 

- to coordinate international educational programmes on the problems of the 

hun:an ·environment in accordance with .the resolution of the UNESCO Biosphere 

conference for an Inter-Agency Commission on Environmental Education. 

- to provide an internationally recognized source of objective information on 

environmental problems and a stimulus for the increased awareness and understanding 

of these problems. 

to include an international commission to consider ecological implications 

of proposed development projects and programmes of the United Nations and its 

specialized agencies and of national development programu:es at the r~quest of 

governments . 

- to coordinate regional programmes fer the purpose of training indigenous 

people in the rational use and conservation of natural resources . 



STATEMENTS TO THE WORLD YOUTH ASSEMBLY 

Text of statement by Secretary-General U THANT, 
to World Youth Assembly, New York, 9 July 

My young friends, 

I am glad to welcome you to the tirs~ World Youth Assembly held under the 

auspices of th~ United Nations, which I hereby declare open. 

During my lifetime, some of the greatest achievements of mankind have taken 

place. Man has advanced dramatically into the infinitely large and the infinite• 

1y- small. Satellites have been placed in outer space. Instruments have been 

sent farther and farther away into the universe. Humans have set foot on the 

moon and have returned safely to ea~th. Instantaneous communications are 

bringing news, fashions and new cravings to the most remote villages of the 

globe. World transportation has expanded dramatically from the limitations of 

land and sea to the air. Man has reached with his tools the abyss of the seas. 

?v generation has witnessed the birth of electronics, of cybernetics, the 

breaking of the atom and the harnessi~ of its energy, as well as hundreds of 

other advances in medicine, in microbiology and in other fields of science 
and t echnology. 

The statistics of the United N~tions have repo~ted for the last 20 years 

a doubling of human lives on earth, a dramatic reduction in the mortality rate, 

longer lives, better health, a tripling of world industrial production, a 

quadrupling of international trade and so forth. 

But roy generation has also seen, side by side with these magnificent 

success stories, some of the saddest images of evii, injustice and lack of 

int elligence. Two world wars in my lifetime have killed several million men. 

Since the disarmament debate began in the Uriited Nations, world armaments have 

reached incredible proportions, involving yearly expenditures of $200 

billion and using such concepts as "over-kilicapacity". We have linked the 
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moon to the earth, but we have been unable to conquer the man-made barriers 

between nations, ideologies, races and political systems. The world is divided 

into arme.d camps which observe each other, try to out-distance each other, s,eek 

to enlist the support of the smalle·r nations and claim each to have the sole 

key to humanity's future. · We see living side by side on_ the sai:ne planet; tinder 

the same solar system, people amidst abundance and over-consumption and ma.ss,es 

of people as poor and under-nourished . as during .the times .of Bu~dha or of 

Christ. Children opening their eyes today in some of the more advanced 

countries will see the light of life for more than 70 years. others, born tlllis 

same moment in some of the poorest countries, will live less than 30 years. 

And, while we see humanity bent o~ transforming the physical elements of the 

world for its benefit, while human groups co~tinue to try to gain power over 

each other for reasons which year after year become less understandable, the 

first deteriorations in the mysterious mechanics of our small spaceship Earth 

have become noticeable: our atmosphere is radio-active and carbon-load~~-; 

our circulatory water system and its biology are being interfered with; and 

our oxygen-producing oceans are becoming vast r~ceptacles of dumps from all 

nations of tb,e world. And it did not occur until very recen1:.ly to any of these 

nations that it$ individual action, added to those of other nations,. could have 

a ca1iective+y damaging effect. 
No .wond~r that the individual suddenly pauses, as if warned by instinct 

that something; which tomorrow might be everything, is going silently but 

inexorably wrong on this planet. The older generation, elated and thrilled 

with its scientific and technical success, defends itself and points to the 

tremendous legacy of achievements passed on to the y9uth of today. The latt.er 

points t? injustice, waste, lac~ of love and understa~ding; blindness to eveints 

of the future, antiquated social systems and institutions and to th_e absence 

of a political order commensurate with the profound .changes that have taken 

place on this planet. 

I have left to the last any .comment on the most impqrtant element of alJ., 

man himself. The phenomena which we have witnessed sip~P the signing of the 

Charter have OQ the whole tended to diminish the status of human beings as 

individuals and to increase their adherence to or dependence on large group~, 
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and categories of people. It is an irony of history that many of the develop­

ments which have IM.de life easier for the great majority of people have also 

tended to reduce both their individuality and the distinguishing qualities of 

their particular society. It is not nostalgia for the pe.st which concerns me 

here, but rather the preservation of the most precious asset of all, the mind, 

spirit and extraordinary possibilities of man himself. While the Charter 

speaks in the name of peoples rather than Governments, mankind as such still 

has no direct voice in the United Nations. In our Organization, ideology calls 

to ideology; nations declaim their challenges to other nations, and great 

interests vie for advantage. All too often the forgotten element is man --

the people who actually live and die on and around the battlegrounds of 

ideologies and of conflicting national aims; the people who live and die for 

the policies of political leaders they are unlikely ever to meet; the masses of 

men and women for whose hard-won earnings great commercial interests compete; 

and the silent, suffering millions who still go to bed hungry every night and 

still have no hope of sharing in the world's riches. 

We have an obligation to make new steps forward here too, and I veq much 

hope that, in the years to come, the place of the human individual in the 

scheme of things will be given the priority that it has so often failed tq have 

in the past. It wou1d indeed be a victory tor humanity if our century were 

to be remember.ed by succeeding generations not for its wars or its disasters 

or even for its inventi~eness, but as the turning point when, for the first 

time, it became possible for all mankind to share ·the advantages of civiliza­

tion. Today I feel more strongly than ever that our efforts to build better 

for the future should be centred around the Objective of providing a framework 

for enhancing the life of men and women as individuals in a world where we have, 

if we use them correctly, the means and the resourc~ to do this for the first 

time on a large scale. If that can be our centre.l aim, we may begin to hear 

less talk of alienation and dropping out, which are other words for cynicism 

and defeatism. And we my also then begin to develop the spirit which we so 

desperately need to make our international institutions work, a new patriotism 

which is the · patriotism of man. 

/ ... 



Let us recognize, however, that e·,ery epoch of hist-'.)l'Y has had its 

brightness and shadows. 

"To complain of the age we live in, to murmur at the present possessors 

of power, to lamer1t the past, to conceive extravagant hopes of the future, are 

the common dispositions of the greatest part of mankind. Such complaints and 

humours have existed in all t.imes; yet as all times have not been alike, true 

political sagacity manifests itself in distinguishing that complaint which 

only characterizes the general infirmity of human nature, from those which are 

symptoms of the particular distemper of our own air and season.n 

These words are not m.~.ne. They were written in 1770 by Edmund Burke in 

his "Thoughts on the Cause of the Present Discontents". They still ring true 

today. 

If you are here, if your elders have encouraged you to gather in such 

an unprecedented ,wrld-wide meeting, with principles, objectives and entirely 

new metl1ods of your own, it is because the feeling has become very strong that 

something is not going well in the affairs of the world. 1'1.any things have 

indeed gone increasingly wrong, year after year, before the incredulous eyes 

of very well-meaning, conscientious and highly educ~ted men i~volved in world 

affairs. It will be your task to come to grips with the fundamental causes of 

the present discontent. 

As you are about to embark upon this forr'lidable task, I would like to 

tell you what I consider as having gone fundamentally wrong, as being at the 

root of our present difficulties anp as being the possible source of even 

gr~ater preoccupations in the future, in terms of your own agenda. 

I observe that your Assembly has on its provisional agenda four items, 

namely, world peace, development, education and environment. These are indeed 

important subjects and I am glad that you are going to devote special attention 

to 'them. Perhaps you will permit me to share a few thoughts on each of these 

subjects wHh you. 

I need hardly begin by reminding you that the primary objective of the 

United Nations Charter is peace, and with it the maintena.i.1ce of international 

security. The Preamble expresses the detennination of "the peoples of the· 

United Nati.ons" -- as I recalled earlier -- and not of Member Governments alone, 
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"to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war". Yet -- while the 

United Nations may perhaps claim some credit for the fact that we have not had 

a Third World War in the last 25 years -- it 1s in the fulfilment of its primary 

objective that the Organization has the poorest showing. I must admit this 

frankly to you so that you may deal with this problem realistically -- it is as 

much your problem a.s it is mine, because you are the "succeeding generations" 

to which the Charter relates. In this regard, you may ask what is the main 

cause of this poor showing. I would say, without in any way trying to make 

an alibi for the United Nations, that it is not the Charter that has failed the 

Member States; rather it is the Member States which have failed to live up to 

their obligations under the Charter. To a very large extent this flows from 

the idea of. several Member States that they should "use" the United Nations for 

the purpose of promoting their national interest. I have always held, especially 

where there is a clash of national interests, that the United Nations should 

be used as an instrµment for "harmonizing the actions of nations". In this way 

a higher interest, which transcends national interest and which may, in fact, 

often coincide with the long-term natio·nal interest, is served. I am very much 

afraid that the present unsatisfactory state of afrairs will continue as long 

as nations feel free to act in accordance with the concept of unlimited national 

sovereignty. Legally, of course, every Member State has freely accepted the 

restrictions imposed by the Charter on national sovereignty; however, until 

Member Governments, big and small, powerful and weak, live up to their Charter 

obligations, we shall not have true peace at the international level. 

The result of the failure -of nations to do so is plain for all to see. 

We have two major areas of conflict in the world today which are of great 

concern to all of us. In one area, the Middle East, the Security Council 

unanimously adopted a resolution over two and a half years ago, but it still 

remains basically unimplemented. In the other area, namely, South-East Asia, 

the tragic conflict has caused a loss of human lives, destruction of property, 

and suffering of innocent civilians-on a scale which is beyond comprehension 

for most of us, There is, as I have called it before,, the mad momentum of the 

arms race-• an exercise of proved wastefulness, in view of the rapid obsolescence 

of modern strategic arms, and an exercise of proved futility inasmuch as 
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experience has shown that, as the level of armaments piles up, the level of 

insecurity also increases. 

We also have seen that, while such vast resources are diverted to the 

pursuit of national security through annar.ients, the United ~rations has not been 

able to agree over the last five years in re1:sard to the f:i.nancing of its peace­

keeping operations, what I may call the "fire-brigade" function of the United 

Nations, although the funds required for financing these operations are a 

pittance conpared to the vast sums spent on armaments. 

In some of the other polit.ical activities of the United Nations we have 

seen some limited success. I refer to the rapid progress.of decolonization 

during the last quarter of a century, which has increased the membership of the 

United Nations from 51 at the time of its founding to 12G ·today. But ·here again 

we must recognize that there are areas of colonialism which have presented a 

solid wall of resistance, especially in Africa. Likewise, all forms of 

discrimination, especially racial discrimination, have been attacked in the 

United Nations with a measure of success, but there are still areas. of the world, 

again in Africa, where racism is practised as part of national policy. In the 

field of disarmament, the nuclear test-ban treaty of 1963 and the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, whic~ came into force some months ago, 

represent some limited success, but there is still a long way to go. I there­

fore attach particular importance to the success of the strategic arms limita­

tion talks between the two major military Powers of the world -- the Soviet 

Union and the United States . 

These are some of the aspects of the broad theme of peace to which I wish 

to draw your attention tod:iy. I would like now to tt!rn to the question of 

development . Several authorities have pointed out that, in the modern world, 

development is inseparable from security. While security is a precondition 

to development, development is equally a nBcessa:ry condition fo1 peace and 

stability at the political level. I have often referred to the division of the 

world ·into the rich and the poor, the "have" and the "have-not" countries, as 

one of the most potentially exploi:ive forces in the world today. I spoke on 

the subject at length oniy three days ago at the opening meeting of the Economic 

and Sod.al Council. I would not wish, therefore, to take up more of your time 
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on this question except to place one or two thoughts before you. May I refer 

again to the question of national interest- versus international interest. 

It seems to me that until the rich countries realize that they cannot live in 

oases of aff~uence, surrounded by deserts of poverty, and protected against sand 

drifts from the desert by walls of their own making, be they tariffs, immigra" 

tion quotas or whatever else, there will be no movement towards that concept 

of human solidarity which I regard as essential. In the world of today, which 

has shrunk in size with the development of technology, all men are truly 

neighbours, and we have to practise tolerance and learn to live together. 

This involves inevitably a sharing of our total resources, which is accomplished 

to some extent in the affluent societies of the West by taxing the rich, 

providing social security for the poor and by various other devices. We need 

to have a similar mechanism at the international level. Further, we have to 

realize that it is in the long-term interest of all countries, rich and poor, 

for the rich to help promote the social and economic development of the poor 

countries. This may involve large-scale transfer of resources, the reduction 

or elimination of trade barriers and other restrictions, and also enlarged 

assistance through the international organizations represented by the United 

Nations development system. 

I now come to environment. I am glad to see that this question has attract~d 

the interest of young people the world over. We are all familiar with the facts 

which have given rise to this problem in such an acute form. In the first place, 

we must reco~nize that science and technology, which have done so much to help 

raise livir.g stan~·ards, especially amongst the affluent countries, have also 

been largely responsible for the new problems of pollution that we face. The 

second element is, of course, the rapid growth of popu.l.ation. There is, however, 

one other element which should not be forgotten. I refer to the wasteful consump- ' 

tion patterns which have developed, in the name of convenience, especially in 

the advanced countries. This again is an area where we must recognize that 

every individual, be he a ho\,\Sehol<ler, the driver of a motor vehicle or an 

entrepreneur, contributes to the problem by his individual actions which produce, 

unbeknown to him, sucn a terrible cumulative effect on pollution. If we are to 

put a stop to pollution and reverse this trend, action has to begin with education 
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at the indiviclual level. In adcli tion to the polluti,)n of the atmosphere, I 

heve also been deeply concerned, as I have observed earlier, by the reports 

coming in of the dangerous trends tow~rds p0llution of the seas. This undoubtedly 

requires international regulation, and perhaps the United Nn.tions is in the best 

position to help in establishing such a regimen. However, mere regulation will 

not succeed until, at the individual level~ all of us realize that ultimately 

we pay an enormous soc5.al price for pollution, and this price-tag is probably 

much higher than the aggregate benefits that we derive as ir,dividuals from our 

current practices. I am co:winced that this is an area where indj.vidual 

awareness and co-o:;ieration are as essential as nat:i.onal and international 

regulatory action. 

Last, but not least, I would like to refer to the question of education. 

I have often heard it said, especially by older people, that the young people 

have a lot to learn. This may be true. I would say, however, that older 

:geople also have a lot to learn. Eve:1 more, a!'.'ld more important, we of the older 

generation have a lot to unlearn. We have to unlearn specifically those outmoded 

concepts to which I have refe:·red, because it is only then that we will succeed 

:.n bridging, if not eliminating, the generat.1.on gap which has been the cause of 

s~ much comment during recent years. 

Elsewhere I have paid tribute to t he broe,dmindedness of the :'irou!lger 

generation and their freedom from many of the prejudices that have afflicted 

us of an older generation. I am convinced that true proiress towards peace can 

be made only when the peoples of the United Nations, yo~ng and old, are able to 

unlearn and forget such outn~oded ideas as the concept of nnlimi ~ed national 

sovereignty and take a broader and more modern view. Basically, we have to 

recognize that the idea of human solidarity transcends the idea of national 

sovereignty. Equally, we have to recognize that international responsibility 

can be realized only by individuals recognizir.g and accepting responsibility 

for their own actions towards the co!llffion goal. It is with these thoughts in 

Il'.ind that I have proposed that an iaternational university be established where 

these ideas may be inculcated in young people from all parts of the world, with 

the hope that over the years such a university may have a great 'multiplier' 

effect. 

I .. . 
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My young friends! You will no doubt debate these issues and many others 

and I am sure you will put forward many thoughts and discuss many ideas which 

I have not included in this statement. I want you to know that I personally 

await the outcome of your deliberations, and the conclusions that you ma.y reach 

on these issues, with the greatest interest. 

May your yo·uth, your unselfishnes·s and your idealism bless you with the 

inspiration of all those earlier generations of youth who throughout history 

have shown the world its new ways and exists from antiquated beliefs and tensions. 

Ma.y your Aasembly be marked by a view of the future of mankind as luminous as 

those of the revolutionaries who in the past have given us such notable documents 

as the declaration of independence, the declaration of human rights and the 

manifesto for economic and social justice. 

I wish you a most successful conference. 

I •. . 
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S!:mTEMENT BY ms EXCELIENCY MR. R.M. AKWEI, PERMA!IBNT 
:RE1.?RESENTATIVE OF GHAU'\ TO THE UNITED NATIO!lS Mm 
C;ID:O:MAN OF TIIE TWENTY-F!F1.IlI ANNJ.II'.!!RSARY COMMI':.·BE OP 
'ff.ffE 'tWITED NATIONS, ON '11-!E O>JASICN OF THE 0Pfili.mG OF 

TEE WORLD YOUTH ASSFJ.t~.::! W 9 JULY 1970 

let me firt>t e:cte~t1. a. -'CRrty welca:ue to the partictps.nts wi>o hai1C a.s:.embled 

he~ frOw. a:lJ. over the ·wti::.1.1 to begin this historic Wo".rld Youth Asse!.i':;ly. I do 

so all the more heartily because I have been intimately associated -with the planning 

and p'l'.'::!9aratJ.ons :rcr th:f.s Youth Assembly since the spring of last year, as Chainnan 

of wo succ~s'.r.i.ve (.'-:,-.'.ll!llttt;eas of the United Nations cha.rged witb the twenty-fifth 

annivzrsary of our 0:-ganization. 

When we solicited tbe •views and sugges·~;ions of ·Me!I:ber Governments es to the 

manner in which tt..: silve:.4 jubilee of the United Nations should be observed, there 

was a large degr2e of agreeme:it runong them th'.it the question of youth involvement 

in world affa5.!'s sr.-7>uld be one o.~ the highlle;hts of the anniver.;~ry. No s:i.ngle 

person or ccuntry can be s&id to have been the progenitor of the Youth Assembly. 

It ms evoly;;d and devel0r,ed out of a mnnbc-r et related ideas su~h az a model 

United Nations asse1:;'!)ly and a. seminar or colloquium on :!.nternatior.al e.ffai:r.c. 

There was strong supl)urt among many States for the ·idea of a Youth Assemoly • 

I -would b3 less than frank, however, if I did not tell you tbat c.oubts and 

reservations ·were also ex~n-essed over the United Nations embarking or. such an 

untried path. Sane said -t;!lat ti.ma was too short to prepare adequately for a Youth 

Assembly. others told us that it -was premature for the United Nations to sponsor 

an assembly of youth -when there is not even a generally accepted definition of the 

te;r.,n. In the end, the General Assembly of the United llations unanimously accepted 

a resolution, by which it decided to convene the World Youth Assembly w:!.thin the 

framc,mrk described in the report of the Ccmmittee over which I had the honour to 

preside. 

?reparations for the World Youth Assembly 

The process of preparation of the Youth Assembly ~as itself an innovation. In 

order to reflect as much as possible the views of youth on the organization of the 

Assembly, the United Nations invited a number of international youth organizations 

/ ... 
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to constitute an advisory body to make recanmendations. This advisory Canmittee 

hss met on a. monthly basis since January and made a very use:f'ul contribution to 

giving a fror.J.0work to the Youth Assembly, -while refraining :frcm dictating the· 

substance of.' its proceedings. There were gracious and sta.tesmanlik,~ gestures of 

comprooi5.se by o.11 parties concerned in the preparations for the Ass0u;b:::.y • For 

instance, after a seriec; of v:i.gorous dlscussions, a reason~ble solution was found 

for the question of universal :participation in the Assembly, 

Since the General Assembly's decision to convene the Youth Assembly was 

conditional on fincJ.ng tre means of its financing ou.ts~.a.e the regular budget o:f 

the United Na.t~.ons, efforts bad to be made to sollci t :runds f' rCC';J. gmrern.1Ue11t as 

well as fran private sour\!es. Until as late as m~d--Ma.y it seemed scme1,1hat doubtful 

'\olbe-'ther '\ole could raise sufficient funds to convene this Youth Assembly. In this 

connexion, I should like to cot1..'TJend the strenuous efforts -which the Secretary­

General and his colleagues in the Secretariat made to appeal for funds to enable 

the Assembly to be held. Let ne also express my gratitude to all Governments and 

volunte.l"J contributore, both individuals a-:1d institutions, through 1!hose 

generosity this Assembly bas been able to convene today. Their fai th in the 

intrinsic merits of the Youth Assembly was such that even in the midst of a major 

financial crisis t hey were un~avering in their optimism that funds would 

eventually be found. Their faith has n01~ been vindicated. A cursory l ook at the 

source of the finances sho,rn toot the Youth Assembly has no parallel with any of 

the United N::i.tions conferences -which have preceded it. 

New world before us 

A contemporary thinker, Michael Harrington, has pointed out that one of tre 

characteristics 0£ past revolutions, including the American Revolution of 1776, 

the French Revolution of 1789 as well as the Russian Revolution of 1917 was that 

they were attempts to raise reality to the level of prophetic visions and 

philosophies which bad correctly analysed and foreseen the nature of the emerging 

society. He says that in ccmparison with these previous changes, in this last 

half of the twentiety century ~e are witnessing a vorld-vide revolution taking 

place without prophet or master. Reality itself is undergoing transformation at an 

unprecedented speed. Therefore ideas and ph11osophies simply seem unable to 
analyse the f'ull purport of the contempoJ.--ary 't"'l!volution. 
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All t~ditional values and ideas are on trial. This is so in too 
international as -w~1l as national spheres . One may legitiI:lately que~tion the 

validity of such CCITlcepts as the "nation-s-t,~te II or "state sovereignty" in the age 

of hydrogen bcobs, inter-continental ballistic missiles, supersonic i?l-~es and 

trave~ to the moon. Are -we not witnesdng tha birth of a truly glob~~-!. ,~cm:nunity, 

su;;e:r_impos~d O'l t~:e structlll':e ·r:1£ too r.;,.tion-statc, vithcr..ig bei:;g _abk to recognize 

fully the inlj_jlications of. t~·ie trc:J1sfo:rmation in our society? As it took several 

decades for statesmen of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries to realize the 

trsna:f()nt1at~.cr1 et' feud.al societies into modern nation-Statss end espouse the 

ccncept of G.1.•otius and Bodin, -we appear unable tCJ adju.rit our th:l.nkin __ 1 a!'ld ~haviour 

to t!·i-: new "orld ev-olvi?ig before our eyes. 

Diver~ity of youth thinking 

It is platitt~,:~.nous to say tmt ve live on a shrinking ph."let sharing canmon 

problems. Tne p:::-c:(;ccupa.tions of va:::i.ous parts of the world, though not identical 

may overlap in ma.11y -ways, however i&:nt~.cal. In Africa J.;he compell~.ng 

preoccupstion is how to end the l~r..gcring ra:ir.nant::: of coL.mialiam etd racism in 

southern Africa and assure fundamental huma::i rights and higher standards of living 

for the peoples of' the entire continent. In Asia and Iatin America the primary 

task is still that of e:m<li.cet~.::.g outmoded means of prcduction encl c:Estribntion 

and establishing mouern mr:t:iod.3 cf' government and econany. '111~re is a cryir..g 

need for th~ solution of pro"blcm.::l of bu.,ger, disease, ignorance and poverty. In 

abort, the problem in these regions is ensuring treedan and independence and the 

material condltions for happiness. 

~ preoccupation of more industrialized societies, however, is turning 

toward the questio:.1 of quality rather than quantity, na1aely the place of the 

individual .in an increasingly 'Well-organlzed, mass-consumption society. 1l'here is 

vigorous protest against insensitivity of the authorities towards social justice. 

Frust:ration prevails, especially among the youth, over the inability of individuals 

to influence institutions in order to make them more humane and responsive to new 

social values. Side by side with impatient protest against the establishment and 

the vested interests, one also observes signs of nihil ism and indii'ference. '!he 

affluent society seems to be tom by a virtual civil war bet'Ween the generation 
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vhich has -worked hard to bring about its material welfare and econcnic security, 

e.nd the generation for which af'fluence is a given factor and which s ee s in it 

rather emptiness and callousness t owards true spontaneity and democracy. 

In such a diversity of attitudes and preoccupations, I realize t ba.t it ~ould 

be a difficult task to arrive at a common strategy for the world, A nj.mple 

solution packaged iu attractive slog,'.,ns and eloque~.-c rhetoric r.:,~y be 0::10-tionally 

satisfyi.1g, but is no substitute for hard thinking. Protesting a specific ·wrong 

is easier than fonnulating a detailed, realizable alternative. The task before 

us toc.':l.y is aJl the mo:;.~e overwhelming since it may amount to the creation of a 

new cosmolcgy - e. ne•,1 theory of social st:r-1.1c:ture going beyond the e tl:':r..ocentric 

mythology and che.rismatic leader.ship of ye::;terday to scr,1ething which is "W01·kable 

and understancsble, responsive to scientific and technological reality and yet in 

harmony ~ith the indivi dual's basic aspirations, bis sense of fulfiJment of 

justice and Fartici pation. 

What the Uniteci r~~tions is abou-:; 

Since most of you were born after the United Nations was created. t wenty-five 

~ars ago, it is natural for you to ask the question "What is this Organization 

all a.bout?" The United Nations was the embodiment crf tre hopes and prayers of an 

age vhich had undert>;one t t1e tragic devastation of two world wars in its lifetime, 

Like its predecesso1·, the League of' Nations, it is a bold attemr,t to c ivil:l.z,e the 

relat ionshtps between the nations by hannonizing conflicting national i nt erests. 

The United Nations in the last twenty-five years has contributed significantly to 

the liberat ion of dependent peoples frcm colonial yokes, to preventing and limi ting 

warfare and other international conflicts. It has been working hard to mobilize 

world public opinion and pool resources in order to help countries in tt~ arduous 

process of devclopnent. It serves as the only ~orld forum where sta tesmen can 

learn about the problem~ of different countries and strive for common action. In 

addition, in the halls and corridors of the United Nations diplomat ic contacts and 

negotiations are taking place a.a1iy with a view to achieving agreements between 
Gove:rnments . 

Despite its record, which is creditable, it has to be f'rankly admitted that 

the perfonna.nce of the United Nations has fall.en short of the expectations of the 

framers of the Charter. This is due to the inevitable fact that as an 



intergovermiental organization it was .bound to be primarily an inst~ent in tho 

hands or Governments. It was an effective inst:rum.ent for settlement of disputes 

and ~onflicts only when Governments were able to overcane their dif'feren<:es and 

cane together in support of the purposes and principles of the Charter. The 

United Nations is tmrefore not, and cam1ot be, ipdependent of the "1:ill of Member 

Governments. 

In my view it is a fundamental mistake to consider .the United m~tions· a~ a 

static and fixed institution. The Organization is a dynamic · organism constantly 

changing and redefining itself. It can be more or less than the letter of its 

Charter, dexiending upon tDr determination of Governments and peoples to make 

maximum use of it. It bas even a potential to dc•l"t:lop i.'lto a trans-national 

organization if it ceases to be merely a sum total of the transient, short-sighted 

national interests of its constituent members and evolves into a focal point of 

emerging global interest and a 9ace-setter of priorities for a ne"1 age, based on 

a ne"1 allegiance, allegiance to humanity. 

Youth and ttiP. United Nations 

The question of youth has come to occupy increasing interest at -the United 

Nations. This Youth Assembly is a step - an important step - in that direction. 

Isst year the General Assembly asked the Secretary-General to consider ·che _measures 

to be taken to establish channels of cQ?llllunication with youth and international 

youth organizations and to report them to the Assembly as early es possible. I 

am sure that ~mber States would be watching most attentively all the views end 

suggestions you might make regarding this question of establishing a · strong link 

between youth and the United Nations. 

The Secretary~General furtoonnore pointed· out last year the r.eed to create a 

truly international university. The Assembly unanimously invited •him to, prepare 

an expert study on the feasibility of an instituti·oh of this nature. You might 

sa? that such a university ~ould be, in a sense,~ continuing Youth Assembly at 

vhich young students would get together with senior scholars to solve their cc:mmon 

problems. 

Sane of you may also be aware tmt a't present ·the Econank and_ Social Coonci 1 

of the United Nations is cqnsidering a study on the creation of an international 

corps of volunteers for development; While thJs wouid not be exclusively a youth 
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corps, it is :probable that the majority of participants in any such scheme would 

be young people frcm. all over the world. You may w:Lsh to examine the possible 

contribution of st!ch a volunteer service to the bas:lc developnent needs of the > 

countrjes a."'ld regions in many parts of the world. 

l!urthermore, tt-ere is an increasing interest i1:1 involving youth in the 

Second Develo!!'lent l)Jc1.1ue, which -will be ushered :f.n next year. I know the 

disappointment which the 1.i'lrst Develop:nent Decade e1n.gendered among young people. 

I myself share their disappointment. It the .Second ~velopnent Decade is to 

bring about a better result than the first, t};le act:ive participe.tion of young 

l)eOple at all levels of developnent -will be indispe1nsable. I am happy to note 

that tre qu.estion of you"!.;h participation in the Sec,ond 1:-.:velopnent Decade will 

be dealt with at sn intel"?1a.tiona.l meeting to be held. in Geneva next yee.r. 

Just a few -weeks ago a seminar was hela. in Yugoslavia, vnder United Nations 

sponsorship, on the quest:!.on of youth and human rig:hts. Basing yourselves on that 

discussion, you rmy -want to continue the debate on ·the rights and responsibilities 

of youth on both the national and international lev,els. I have no doubt that 

human rights constitute a subject of great inter~st to young people, since young 

people today are more sensitive than ever to violations of basic human rights 

vherever they occur and it is often they who becane the first victims of such 

violations of human rights. 

Historic ~nificance of tbe World Youth Assembly 

The United Nations is nothing but a stage in the eternal struggle of humanity 

for a better -world, Frcm this point. of view your constructive criticisms of the 

Organization vill be very much welccmed. After twenty-five years of its existence, 

the Uriited Nations has admittedly becane rather sta.le and sc:mewhat tired. It is 

timely and beneficial, therefore for the Organizati.on to be confronted vith fresh 

ideas and uninhibited views, particularly views of young men and -wcmen ·who have 

not yet fallen into the rut of custan and conventic,n. I do not thing that we 

differ very much at!long ourselves as to -what needs to be done about the -world and 

about the United Na,ticns. We are, however, of'ten puzzled as to ho-w to bring about 

necesnary changes. Here ardent enthusiasm and high idealism are obviously not 

enough. They have to be ccmbined with a most thorcmgh review and analysis of the 

situation and the means to achieve the results hope!d for. 

/ ... 
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In the immedie.te .post-war period the United Nations strove to becane a bridge 

between the cold. we.r blocs, between the East and the West. In subseq;ient years it 

has attempted to cot1cei-t the policies ol nations in order to reduce the gap bet-ween 

the affluent a.nd imp~erisbed halves of the .;orld - North and S011th. Th!s Youth 

Assembly will be s.n tistor:J.c milestone, for the cu!"':;ain is no., ri,sin~ ..:-~l the thir.d 

act as t~ Uni'ted ~a-t.ic:::1~ cm~arkc on a dia logue be-:-:·w:::en g~:nerat:"ions, a c.ii.\J.cgue 

\lhich is neces6a.ry., since :10 generation is the exclusive repository of -wisdan, 

and wh:lch is me.de indispensable by the unique features of. the contemporary world 

situati nn. k.t t~f~ olcler generation heed the voice of concerned youth, for while 

it is g:tven to yo,.rt!1 to see visions, it is r-,lso their n'lture to ques-t.io-.a all 

f'unda-:.~~tals and reo.ch for obvious solutior:.s. T.h:i3 wi~.J. doubt!_-oss be e.n as_e'°..mbly 

of youth, by youth and fer youth, since you yourselves :will be ni.aste:rs of your 

agenda and procedures. May your conclusions be such, nowever, ss to canpel the 

attention of' the world. 

In closing rn:'f statement may I .,>ish you all the very best for yo-.).r 

delibefutiuas in the c'aning days, for your ta~k is indeed immense. 

Thank ycu. 
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STl\TEl©IT' BY li'RC\WCOJ:S PUJLIOT, CHAI™W OF THE :PIANNING 
co~.1lf..IT:'F2 ON 'l1HE WORLD YOUTn ASSEMBLY. 

It is indeed a privilP.ge and an honour for me to be able to address you today 

in my CRpac:ity as Cbair:ni:.n of -the Planning Ccmmittee on t:he World Youth Assembly. 

At t he ~eme t.ime, it is c1Jffic11lt for me to t.::-y to sumn:a:·ize for you in a few 

minutes; on behalf of th~.rtecn ncn-governmen·::al organizations representing 

stu<1e,1ts and youth, the di:fferent stages through which our worl{ has progressed 

since our r::.r ,r; t rnes tirg in ,.Ta.nuary of th5.s year. NeYe:i."theless, -we f'eel that if 

you are to unde;,•stand t:ie way i n \·1hich the work of tl'is Assembly is going to be 

conducted j_t is essential that you should know -wnat are the principlez by which 

ve in the Planning Committee have been guided, the diffic11lties ·we have encoun-ce;red 

and the hopes -we have placed in this gathering. 

The Ccmmittee for the ~venty-Fifth Anniversary of' the United Na.ticns, in 

defining our task, sa i d. tm,t we shoulo. make specific proposals cor.:cen1ing the 

agenda of tre Wo-rld Youth Assembly, its structure, its procedures and methods of 

vork, t:te cult u:·a l anii, social activitfos which -were to take place dur ::i.ng the 

Assembly, and an:1 otheT topic of like importance. This o_j_d not r.o&i<.e our posit ion 

any less am~iguous, for we had no means of enf'orcing canpliance with our 

recawnenclations and no reccurse wl:en so:ne of those recommendations were not 

impler:,enteJ, by the Un::ted Ns-tj0ns Se creta riat. We a l::-Ja~,s f elt that a joint 

meeting -with the Comnittec for tte Twenty-·Fifth Anniversa:cy might help to solve 

"the difficulty, bt1t that privilege -was never accorc!.ed us. 

Tr..e principal concern of the members of the Planning Corrunittee -was that t he 

Asae1",bl:>• s hould be genuinely representative of world youth, and to that end we 

in:::isted that the principle of universality should be recognized as the basis 

ot the Assembly' s v1ork . .Accordingly 1 we sought to ensure not only canpl.ete 

geogro.phic..=1,1 participat,ion but also representation of all the viewpoints of' world 

youth. We were fi:rmly convincec. that an Assembly of this nature could not be 

called a "World Ass embly" if a large number of' young people vere to be excluded 

because the:i.r Governments were not Members of the United Nations or because tbey 

c:id not share the views of their Governments. Similarly, in order to ensure genuine 

rep1·csentation of youth, the Planning Cozr.mittee recommended that tl:e participants 
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should not be more than twer.ty-five years of age and tha.t their selection should 

be mad.-: by a group o~ you'th orga.niza·'.;~Lcns in each count.:!'.'y. We also expressed 

the view that each co1mt:..7: s yout;.7 organize ii and unorganized, should be as 

broa.dJ..y l'Cf'TeGented es pos.3itle: students, young workers, young wcmen, young 

farmers and yo.,.ng peo111.e partic:i.pa".;~1g :i.n polit:!.ca.l movements• 

Anot;i_:2:-:- concern of ours vr:;.s tm't ~he young r,articipants in this Assembly, 

wherever th~y come frcr.1., should all enjoy equal r:.l.ghts and equal responsibilities . 

In o:rde!.' to gue.rantee this pr:i.nciple of equality, -we avoided suggesting any 

proceciure or :,tr:.1.ctil.•~0 for tbe Assembly which might be an obstacle to the full 

part:~c:i.:fation of eac.h young perscn. 

We also ·wanted t~Je direct~on of this Assembly to be f:'nt:irely the responsibilit:v 

of the participants th2mselves. For exampJ.e, although everyone had differing 

views on the way in which the age~1d.a should bE> fonnulated, our fir.al suggestion 

reflects our desire to int:roduce genernl themes representi!lg th<:: concerns of 

today's youth. 

Over the pa.st sev:n months the Planning Committee has !md to f'ace a number 

of dift'iculties. 'l'he ·~ ~•.sk of pre_µ:.ring fer a Youth .As~eii::bly with~!.~1 t.be framework 

of an institution twenty --five yeo.rs old quickly showed us tr.at t~1e latter per.haps 

did not in e-ve-:,.·y instance have the requisite flexibility to accanmodate our 

purposes. i<'or example, t ~e r-r~.nciple of univer:,.e.lity, altl:ough accepted by e.ll, 

was subject t0 rr,any interpretations. 'l'hat wa,:, why the Planning Committee ·was 

obliged to send invitations to count1·ies which were not Members o-£ the United 

Nations and to certain other catego1•ies of partj.cipa.nts, the Un::.ted Nations not 

havi;-:J been disposed to do so. 

We had very little time in which to give adequate consideration to certain 

questions relating to the p!'eparation of the Assembly, such as travel arrangements, 

documentation and technical aspects. I should make it clear that the working 

papers prepared by each of the committees of this Assembly do not by any means 

represent the views of the Planning Ccr-uni ttee. 

We bed requested that the supplementary personnel placed at the disposal of 

each committee should not be drawn exclusively from the staff' of the United 

Natfor.s; ·we find it regrettable in the extreme that this reccmmendation -was not 

followed. 

/ ... 



The Planning Ca·omittee learned with regret tr.at certain Governments did not 

allow tl:e selection of rarticipants to be made in acco:·dance -with our recommendations 

and intervened directly to :i.mpo~e their own choices. When this hed been noted, 

one o:rga1:.ization .!:epresented in the Planning Committee, the Young Christian 

Workerr.) decided ·co id thdt'D.W. 

I err.. also ob:igcd to state that at times we encountered difficulties within 

i,b~ P::.ar~nine Cw..roit.tce itself . The thirteen members naturally represented 

:liffi1.rul;t t1-e-1i.dB and vie,rpoints and while we are proud to be abl e to say today that 

ve e.l,:ays ::iucceeiec'~ in rea~hing sc:n.e area cf understanding, divisions remain witb 

rega:;:d to certain sub,jects. Fhile all the members of.' the CO!'?'.n:ittee were keenly 

disappointed.at the failure of' certain countries: both IV'.embers and non-·members of 

the United Nations, to respond to t~ invitation to send participants, sane 

observed tha.t the prP.sence of participants frcm the Republic of Viet-Nam and the 

Republic of Korel:l. coupled with the absence of pa::.-tici.pants frcm th~ Democratic 

Republic of Viet-Nam a~d the Iemocratic People ' s Republic• of Korea called into 

question the principle o:' u.--iiversality. The fact that Chinese yo-.;.th was represented 

solely by panicipants :'ran Taiwan likewise caused 1.l$ sane concern .• 

The diffictu.ties which I have outlined should not prevent us trcm ack,'1.owledging 

that the Planning Committee has actually accomplished an important task on behalf 

of J10il.th. r::; mi::y be th::).t you will not agree with all our suggestions but they are 

the result of .iorl. done over a long period of time by thirteen organizations 

called upon for the first t:i.me to engage posit~.vely in maldng joint preparations 

for c.n event as iml)ortant as the World Youth Assembly. We hope that the 

constructive atmosphere which has inspired. cur work vill likewise prevail 

thrcughout your meetings and it is our earr.est hope that, despite your d:f.fferences 

of opinion, you will succeed in drawing the attention of the United Nations and of 

the world in general to the opinions of youth concerning problems which are, after 

all, the concern of every one of us. 

We also hope that the precedent set by too United Nations in fonning a 

Planning Committee to participate in the preparation of this Assembly will serve 

as an example for future co-operation between the United Nations and youth end 

will result in greater participation by young people themselves in the programmes 

of.' the United Nations family. Thanks to the communications media, millions of 

people will be watching you. Before concluding its last meeting on Monday evening, 

the Planning Ca:unittee asked me to convey to you our best wishes for a successfu1 

Asse..~bly - an Assembly which will be both provocative and creative . 
; ... 
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TEXT OF STATEME~'T BY SECPE.'l'ARY-GENER.4.h..JI _!gAl'!T t 

TO WORLD YOUTH ASSEMBLY ON lJ JULY 1270 

As this first World Youth 1\ssembly is drawing to a close, I would like 

to compliment all of you on you.!' hard work. I }1-..npw it was for you all. a race 

against time, since you were gh·en a very lilllited pe:;:iod in which to produce 

your reports and. reco~e.1dations. Many cf' us f'eel that the participants 

in this Assembly, in their nine-da:y delib~ra.tions , r.ave been as productive as 

the diplomats who m~et here ea:h year for the u~r.c:ca::.. Assembly. 

Generally _there has preva.i!.ed througl1out t11e Assembly a f:r-iendly 

atmosphere. You have all pa~ticipated with a sense of purpose in meetings. 

Many of you have also enjoyed with equal zest the non-conf'erence, extra.­

curricular activities prepared for you . By your behaviour and your spirit of 

co-operation, you have belied the predictions of some people that this 

gathering would end in utter chaos and d.i!,order. 

I would like to commend you in particular for your freedom from insular 

attitudes toward::; problems discus3ed in the plenary, as well as in the 

commissions . I am tola. that while there were groups which took a special 

interest in a certain number of proble~s, they were not necessarily along 

strict national or regional lines. Such an ap~roach is a prerequisite fo1 

constructive action at the international J.eveL 

Many of you expressed your deep individ.ual convictions without regard 

for the position taken by your respective Governments. If~ genuine inter­

national community is to be established, it is my belief that it can only be 

on the basis of very deepl:y-held convictions of individuals rather than on the 

basis of attitudes taken by Governments along traditional lines. The opinions 

you have expressed and tne prcposals you have ma.de may not always have been in 

the polished language of diplomats, and many of them may not represent new. or 

fresh ideas. It was rather the vigour and frankness with which you expressed 
; ... 



these views that mde youx deliberations so valuable. You have ma.de full 

use of this international forum, which is an increasingly important factor 

in the formation of world public opinion, 

The debates at the Youth Assembly have ms.de it clear that youth are to 

be treated not as an isolated element in s0ciety but as an integral part of it, 

As such, the ideological, political and otLer :i;reoccupations of the world were 

bound to reflect themselves in the attitt:.1e of youth, scmetimes in a way even 

sharper than the opinions expressed by ·LJhe older generation. This is natural 

and should serve to caution those who tend to segregate youth am idealize 

youth. Youth are vecy much a part of' our world. They are the inheritors of t ::e 

earth and as such they not only have the right to be heard, but also the 

duty to contribute in a concrete manner to the creation of a better 
world. · 

This Youth Assembly was an entirely unp:;:·ecedeoted undertaking on the part 

of the United Na.tions. However, 'we greatly benefited from the advice of 

certain international youth organizations, and our attitude was from the 

outset not to impose on you any pattern or preconceived framework. Thus, 

you were left with a large degree of freedom and initiative in devising the 

organization, rules of procedure and other activities. Under the circumstancesi 

some confusion was perhaps inevitable regarding the conduct of meetings, 

voting, the status of participants, alternates and advisers, the way in ·which 

credentials should be handled, etc. With the help of the Steering Committee, 

however, you overcame many of' these difficulties in time to enable the 

Assembly to tackle its substantive task. I~ this regard, I would like to 

pay special tribute to the officers you eJ ected to the Steering Cormnittee and 

to the four commissions for the ~ay in ~hich they guided this entirely new 

and diffic~it conference. 

The United Nations will -probably never be the same after the World Youth 

Assembly. Yov.r informal manners, the practice of certain commissions to J.iznit 

the statements to five minutes or even less, the recognition of speakers by 

number rather than by country, and most of all the principle of individual 

participation rather tha11 e;overn:nental representation - - all of these may 

affect in some way the practice of United Nations organs in the long run. 

/ ... 
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Before closing, I would lilte to ar:k you most sincerely to persevere in 

your deep concern over the state of the world today. We need the positive 

contribution &nd active co-operation of youth in assuring international 

peace, in achieving the goals of the Second United Nations Development Decade 

and in the First Disarmament Decade, in safeguarding human rights, and above 

all in bringing the present world situation closer to the ideals of the 

Charter of the United Nations. 

I should like to close by thanking all the participants for gathering 

here a brief but most intensive period of discussion across national 

boundaries. I would al8o like to thank the numerous staf'f members and 

volunteers who unstintingly contributed their talents and energy, and who 

often worked late into the night or even into the small hours of the morning. 

I wish you a.U a safe return to your homes, and every success in your 

future end.ee.vours • 

\ 



ANNEX 1 

The Steering Committ~e 
elected by the World Youth Assembly 

AFRICA: 

*Mr. l'~ohamed M. MAliliLOUF 
*Miss Margaret TAYLOR 

Mr. C8J11ara IBRAHIM 
¥.ir . Armando GUEBUZA 

ASIA: 

FRELI¥.0 

Mr. Hironobu SHIBuYA Experiment in International Living 
Miss N. Prochi e AKCLAWALA 

*.11'.ir . Fawaz NAJIA General Union of Palestine Students 
Iv.I!' . Ramon A. P. PATERNC 

EUROPE : 

11'.ir . Al exandre LEBEDEV 
(Mr. Andrei GRATCHEV), alternate 
Mr . Vasile NICOLCIOIU 

*Mr. Lars THAI.EN 
-~

0Miss Estelle FELDMAN 

LATIN AMERICA: 

**Mr. Pedro HENRIQUEZ 
Mr . Alfonse CHASE 
Mr . Wilton JOHN 
Mr . Ricardo GEAARDI World Federation of Catholic Youth 

f',:GRTH AMERICA: 

Mr. Gordon CLEVELAND 
Miss June CUFFIEY 

CHAIRMAN, Steering Committee and 
Plenary l:eetings: 

CHAIRMAN, Commission I: 
Mr . Lars THALEN 
llir . Fawaz NAJIA 

U.A. R. 
Nigeria 
Guinea 
( Mozambique ) 

(Japan) 
India 

Philippines 

USSR 

Romania 
Sweden 
Ireland 

Chile 
Costa Rica 
Trinidad and Tobago 
(Ar gentina) 

Canada 
Jamaica 

CHAiffi,IAN, Commission II: 
CHAIRMAN, Commission III: 
CH.AIRMAN, Commission IV: 

Mr . V.obamed M. MAKHLOUF 
Miss Margaret TAYLOR 
Miss Estelle FELDriiAN 

* Indicates Chairmen. 

** r.:;r . Pedro Henriquez chaired the Plenary Session and Steering Committee Meetings 
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ANNEX 2 

The Planning Committee for the World Youth Assembly 

Boy Scouts .Wor ld .Bureau 

Coordinating.Committee for International Voluntary Service 

International Movement of Catholic, Kgricultural and Rural Youth 

International Student Movement for the United Nations 

International Union of Students 

League of Red Cross 0ocieties 

World Alliance of Young Men ' s Christian Associations 

World Assembly of Youth 

World A$sOciation of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 

World Fed~ration of Democratic Youth 

World University Service 

World Young Women ' s Christian Association 

Young Christian Workers International Council (withdrew in J une 1970) 
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