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. . .-::;Ire.ft resolution 

International Co-ctpere.tion in the Peaceful Uses of Outer S:pace 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Rec_ognizing the connp.on interes.t of ma.pkind in fur~hering the :peaceful uses 

of outer s:pace and the urgent need to strengthen. international co-operation 

in this · important field, . 

:Believing that the exploration and us~ of outer i;:pa.ce should be only for 

the betterment of mankind and to the benefit of States irrespective of the stage 

of their. economic or scientific a.evelopment, 

1. Commends to States for their $Uida..nc~ in the exploration and use of 

outer s~ace the following principles: 

(a) International law, including the United Natio~ Ch~rter, applies to 

outer s:pace and celestial bodies; 

(b) Outer space and celestial bodies ~re free for exploration and use by 

all Stat-es in conformity with international law, and are not subject to national 

appropria.t ion; 
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2. I~vites . the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to ~tudy 

and report on the legal problems which mny arise from the exploration and use of 

outer space. 

B 

The _General Assembly, 

~~•:ing that the Uni.tea. Nation~ should provide a. focal point for 

international . co-operation ~n the peaceful exploration and use of outer spa~e, 

1. Calls upon Sta.tet!l launching objects into orbit or beyond to furnish --
information .promptly- -t'O th.e Cammi ttee· on the Peaceful Uses of outer fpaie through 

. . . . . . . . . 
the Secretary-General 'for purposes of :r:egistration o~ launchings; 

2. Requests· the. Secreta.ry-Ge11eral to ma.:;i.nta.in a :_rub.He :re15:i.stry of' the ----- . 

information furnished in accordance with para.g:i:apb 1 above; 

3. Requestt!, the Committee on the Pes.cefu.t Uselt. of Outer Space, in 

co~operation with the Secretary-General, and ma.king full use of the functions 

and resources of the Secreta.riat: 

(a) To maintain close contact with governmental and ncn-governn1ental 

~rganizations concerned with outer space matters; 

(b) · To provide for the exchange of such informati~n relating to cute~ 

space acti'lfities as governments _my supply on a voluntary basis; supplementing 

but not duplicating existing technical and scientific exchanges; 

(c) To assist in the study of measures for the promotion of international 

co-operation in outer space activities; 

4. Further requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to 

report to the General Assembly on the arrangements undertaken for the performance 

of these functions and on such developments relating to the peaceful uses of 

outer space as it considers significant. 

C 

The General Assembly, 

Noting with gratification the me,rked :progress opened up for meteorological 

science and technology by the advances in outer space, 
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Convinced of the world~wide benefits to be derived from international 

co-operation in weather research and analysis, 

1, Reconnnends to all Member States and to the World Meteorological 

Organization and other appropriate sper.ialized agencies the early and 

comprehensive study, in the light of developments in outer space, of meaoures: 

(a) To advance the state of atmospheric scjence and technology so as to 

provide greater knowledge of be.sic physical forces affecting climate and· ·the 

possibility of large~scale weather modification; 

(b) To develop existing weather forecasting capabilities and help Member 

States make effective use of such capabilities thrai.1gh regional meteorological 

centres; 

2. Req_uests the World Meteorological Organization, consulting as appropriate 

with the United Nations Educational, ·Scientific and Cultural Organization, and 

other specialized agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations, 

such as the International Council of Scientific Unio;ns, to submit a report to 

its member governments and to the Economic and Social Council at its thirty-fourth 

session regarding appropriate organ5.zational and financial arrangements to 

achieve these ends, with a view to their further consideration by the General 

Assembly at its seventeenth session; 

3. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, as it 

deems appropriate, to review this report and submit its comments and recommendations 

to the Economic and Social Council and to the General Assembly. 

D 

The General Assembly, 

Believing that communication by means of satellites should be available to 

the nations of the world as soon as practicable on a global and non-discriminatory 

basts, 

Convinced of the need to prepare the way for the establishment of effective 

operational satellite communication, 

1, Notes with satisfaction that the International Telecorrnnunication Union 

plans to call a special conference in 1963 to make allocations of radio frequency 

bands for outer space activities; 
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2, Recnmmenda that the International Telecomnn.mication Un:l.on consider at 

this conference those aspects of space communication in which international 

co-operation will be requ~redJ 

3. ~ the potential importance of communication satellites for use 

by the United Nations and. its principal o~~ans and specialized agencies for both 

operational and informational requirements; 

4. Inv;ltes the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance and the United 

Nations Special Fund in consultation with the International Telecommunication 

Union to give sympathetic consideration to requests from Member States for 

technical and_ other assistance. for the survey of their connnunication needs and 

for the development of their domestic communication facilities so that they may 

make effective use of space communication; 

5. Resuests the International Telecommunication Union, consulting as 

appropriate with Member States, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization, and other specialized agencies and governmental and 

non-governmental organizations, such as the Comnrlttee on Space Research of the 

International Council of Scientific Unions, to submit a report on the 

implementation of these proposals to the Economic and Social Council at its 

thirty-fourth session and to the G~neral Assembly at its seventeenth session; 

6. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, as it 

deems appropriate, to review this report and GUbmit its connnenta and recommendations 

to the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly. 

E 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 1472 (XIV) of 12 December 1959, 
Noting that the membership of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space expires at the end.of 1961, 
Noting the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space (A/4987), 

1. .Decides to continue the membership of the Cammi ttee on the Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space as contained in reso+~tion 1472 (XIV) and to add Chad, Ghana, 
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Mongolia ~nd Sierrn Leone to its membership in recognition of the incre~sed 

membership of the United Nations since the Committee l..~ established; 

2. Rewe~ the Comm..i:ttee to meet not later than 31 March 1962 to carry 

out its mandate as contained in resolution 1472 (XIV) and to review the activities 

prov:t.ded for in this resolution and to make such reports as it may consider 

ap1J:i.-01>rtate. 

_.,. __ _ 




