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Proposal by the United Kingdom for the amendment of Article 8  
 
1.  The States Parties agree to consult and cooperate with each other regarding the 
implementation of the provisions of this Convention, and to work together in a spirit 
of cooperation to facilitate compliance by States Parties with their obligations under 
this Convention.  
 
2.  If one or more States Parties wish to clarify and seek to resolve questions 
relating to a matter of compliance with the provisions of this Convention by another 
State Party, it may submit, through the Secretary-General of the United Nations, a 
Request for Clarification of that matter to that State Party. Such a request shall be 
accompanied by all appropriate information. Each State Party shall refrain from 
unfounded Requests for Clarification, care being taken to avoid abuse. A State Party 
that receives a Request for Clarification shall provide, through the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, within 28 days to the requesting State Party all information that 
would assist in clarifying the matter.  
 
3.  If the requesting State Party does not receive a response through the Secretary-
General of the United Nations within that time period, or deems the response to the 
Request for Clarification to be unsatisfactory, it may submit the matter through the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations to the next Meeting of the States Parties. The 
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the submission, accompanied 
by all appropriate information pertaining to the Request for Clarification, to all States 
Parties. All such information shall be presented to the requested State Party which 
shall have the right to respond.  
 
4.  Pending the convening of any meeting of the States Parties, any of the States 
Parties concerned may request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to 
exercise his or her good offices to facilitate the clarification requested.  
 
5.  Where a matter has been submitted to it pursuant to paragraph 3 the Meeting 
of the States Parties shall first determine whether to consider that matter further, 
taking into account all information submitted by the States Parties concerned. If it 
does so determine the Meeting of the States Parties may suggest to the States Parties 
concerned ways and means further to clarify or resolve the matter under 
consideration, including the initiation of appropriate procedures in conformity with 
international law. In circumstances where the issue at hand is determined to be due to 
circumstances beyond the control of the requested State Party, the Meeting of the 
States Parties may recommend appropriate measures, including the use of cooperative 
measures referred to in Article 5.  [Add references from Ottawa Convention Articles 
8(6) and 8(19) with regard to special meetings, fact finding missions and the 
mechanism for reaching decisions at States Parties meetings.] 


