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Carta de fecha 11 de diciembre de 2020 dirigida al Secretario
General por el Representante Permanente de la Federacion
de Rusia ante las Naciones Unidas

Tengo el honor de transmitirle adjunto el resumen de la Presidencia de la reunion
abierta del Consejo de Seguridad con arreglo a la féormula Arria sobre el tema
“Aplicacion de la resolucion 2118 (2013) del Consejo de Seguridad: afianzamiento
de la autoridad de la Organizacion para la Prohibicion de las Armas Quimicas”,
organizada por la Federaciéon de Rusia y la Republica Popular China el 28 de
septiembre de 2020 (véase el anexo).

Le agradeceria que tuviera a bien hacer distribuir la presente carta y su anexo
como documento de la Asamblea General, en relacion con el tema 103 del programa,
y del Consejo de Seguridad.

(Firmado) Vassily Nebenzia
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Anexo de la carta de fecha 11 de diciembre de 2020 dirigida
al Secretario General por el Representante Permanente de
la Federacion de Rusia ante las Naciones Unidas

Resumen de la Presidencia de la reunion del Consejo de Seguridad
con arreglo a la formula Arria sobre el tema “Aplicacion de la
resolucion 2118 (2013) del Consejo de Seguridad: afianzamiento de
la autoridad de la Organizacion para la Prohibicion de las Armas
Quimicas”, organizada por la Federacion de Rusia y la Reptblica
Popular China el 28 de septiembre de 2020

Introduccion

El 28 de septiembre de 2020 la Federacion de Rusia y la Republica Popular
China organizaron una reuniéon con arreglo a la féormula Arria sobre el tema
“Aplicacion de la resolucion 2118 (2013) del Consejo de Seguridad: afianzamiento
de la autoridad de la Organizacion para la Prohibicion de las Armas Quimicas”. El
evento tuvo lugar en linea por medio de videoconferencia y se transmitié en directo
en varias plataformas. Puede accederse a la grabacion de video en el canal de YouTube
de la Mision Rusa en https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gCyPR4-HQ7s.

El debate fue presidido por el Representante Permanente de la Federacion de
Rusia, Vassily Nebenzia, y el Representante Permanente Adjunto de la Republica
Popular China, Geng Shuang, y cont6 con la presencia de todos los deméas miembros
del Consejo, 13 de los cuales formularon declaraciones. La reunion fue testigo de la
notable asistencia de mas de un centenar de participantes y de 30 delegaciones ante
las Naciones Unidas que intervinieron activamente en los debates.

Los oradores invitados fueron expertos internacionales independientes con
especial interés en los asuntos relacionados con el expediente quimico sirio: los
participantes recibieron informaciéon de lan Henderson, antiguo jefe de un equipo de
la mision de determinacion de los hechos de la Organizacion para la Prohibicion de
las Armas Quimicas (OPAQ) que particip6 en la investigacion del incidente de Duma;
Aaron Maté, periodista independiente y colaborador de The Grayzone y The Nation;
y Theodore Postol, profesor emérito de ciencia, tecnologia y seguridad internacional
del Instituto Tecnologico de Massachusetts.

Los anfitriones organizaron la reunion con miras a facilitar un intercambio
abierto, inclusivo y objetivo sobre la situacion en torno a la aplicacion de la resolucion
2118 (2013) del Consejo y las posibles formas de reforzar el régimen de no
proliferacion de las armas quimicas y la autoridad de la OPAQ en el contexto de una
serie de revelaciones sobre malas practicas de su Secretaria Técnica. El objetivo
principal era congregar en un entorno abierto a miembros de las Naciones Unidas en
el sentido amplio y a expertos independientes para debatir sobre las cuestiones
relacionadas con los métodos de investigacion y las conclusiones de la OPAQ, asi
como las medidas para abordar las deficiencias administrativas, de infraestructura y
de politica de la Secretaria Técnica de la OPAQ en la tramitacion del expediente
quimico sirio y, de ese modo, afianzar la autoridad de la Organizacion y su capacidad
para cumplir su mandato.

La reuniéon también tenia por objeto aumentar ain mas la transparencia del
debate del Consejo sobre el expediente, que, a propuesta de la Federacion de Rusia,
se abrio al publico en general en septiembre por primera vez en dos afios. En el mismo
sentido, en la reunion se tratd de proporcionar a un amplio publico internacional la
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perspectiva técnica de expertos independientes, en particular de los que contaban con
amplia experiencia sobre el terreno.

Antes de la reunion se distribuy6 una nota conceptual con informacion de fondo
sobre el expediente. En la nota se recordaba que, si bien en 2014 todas las sustancias
quimicas declaradas por Siria habian sido retiradas de su territorio y destruidas, los
paises occidentales continuaron afirmando que el Gobierno sirio seguia utilizando
armas quimicas. Sin embargo, los mecanismos de investigacion (la mision de
determinacion de los hechos, el Mecanismo Conjunto de Investigacion y el Grupo de
Investigacion e Identificacion) no aportaron pruebas convincentes al respecto. Se han
planteado ademas numerosas preocupaciones sobre la composicion geograficamente
desequilibrada, la metodologia defectuosa y la deficiente ética de trabajo de esos
mecanismos, asi como la falta de fundamento de sus conclusiones, lo que pone en
entredicho la imparcialidad e integridad de sus informes. Desde el principio, los
informes de la Secretaria Técnica han estado plagados de anomalias cientificas
claramente evidentes para los observadores externos. La Secretaria Técnica nunca ha
llegado a aclarar esas discrepancias. A lo largo de los afios se han ido acumulando los
escandalos por sus malas practicas. Ejemplo de ello son las claras manipulaciones
que quedaron de manifiesto en el informe sobre el incidente de Duma del 7 de abril
de 2018. También se plantean preguntas con respecto a la actividad del Grupo de
Evaluacion de las Declaraciones y su tratamiento inadecuado de las pruebas
suministradas por la parte siria. Los llamamientos a los principales responsables de
la Secretaria Técnica para que adoptaran medidas a fin de corregir la situaciéon no han
tenido respuesta hasta el momento.

Los acontecimientos mencionados en torno al expediente quimico sirio ponen
en tela de juicio la credibilidad de la Secretaria Técnica de la OPAQ como 6rgano
independiente que supervisa la aplicacion de la Convenciéon sobre las Armas
Quimicas.

Exposiciones informativas

En sus observaciones introductorias, el Sr. Henderson, en su calidad de antiguo
jefe de grupo de inspeccion de la OPAQ con 12 afios de servicio, expuso su
perspectiva de primera mano en relaciéon con las conclusiones del informe de la
mision de determinacion de los hechos sobre el incidente de Duma de abril de 2018.
Se remiti6 a lo que habia declarado en la anterior reunion con arreglo a la formula
Arria, celebrada el 20 de enero de 2020, en que habia reiterado que las conclusiones
no se correspondian con la situacioén real. El Sr. Henderson expreso su preocupacion
por el hecho de que la investigacion del caso estuviera controlada y bloqueada y
recalco que estaba dispuesto a suministrar suficiente informacion para que se llevara
a cabo una investigacion técnica transparente, si hubiera demanda para ello.

La intervencion del Sr. Maté retomé las cuestiones planteadas por el Sr.
Henderson. Segun el informante, en el presente momento la OPAQ se enfrenta a un
grave escandalo y su autoridad esta en entredicho, ya que fue manipulada para
justificar de manera retroactiva el bombardeo de Siria por tres miembros del Consejo
de Seguridad tras el incidente de Duma. También recordd que altos cargos de la OPAQ
habian tomado represalias contra dos inspectores veteranos, entre ellos Ian
Henderson, que habian puesto en duda las conclusiones del informe de la misidon de
determinacion de los hechos sobre ese caso. En su anélisis, el Sr. Maté reconstruyo
con mucho detalle la sucesion de acontecimientos en torno a la reescritura del informe
original de la misién de determinacion de los hechos, que mas tarde fue sustituido por
una version en clara discrepancia con las conclusiones iniciales. Puso de relieve que
en el informe original no se llegaba a la conclusion de que se hubiera producido un
ataque quimico; al contrario, se presentaba la posibilidad de un incidente no
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relacionado con sustancias quimicas. Sin embargo, segln el relato del informante,
esas conclusiones quedaron anuladas al recibir la Secretaria Técnica presiones de
varios Estados. En consecuencia, en el informe publicado se afirmaba que habia
“motivos razonables” para creer que en Duma se habia producido un ataque quimico
con uso de cloro. Ademas, el Sr. Maté sefial6 a la atencion de los presentes el hecho
de que los altos cargos de la OPAQ no solo hicieron caso omiso de la peticion de los
dos inspectores directamente implicados en la investigacion de que se investigara el
presunto fraude cientifico, sino que también trataron de presentarlos como
incompetentes y con un papel secundario.

El Sr. Maté hizo un llamamiento al Director General de la OPAQ para que
acabara con esas malas practicas, se reuniera con todo el grupo de Duma y examinara
todas las pruebas sobre el incidente, en particular las que se habian excluido de las
conclusiones finales.

El Sr. Postol centro su intervencion en las anomalias técnicas del informe de la
mision de determinacion de los hechos sobre el incidente de Jan Shayjun del 4 de
abril de 2017. Afirmoé que todas las principales conclusiones del informe, desde una
perspectiva técnica, eran rebatidas por las pruebas que en él se citaban. El informante
ilustré sus argumentos con una detallada presentacion visual.

Como puso en evidencia en sus diapositivas, en las fotos de satélite de los
supuestos lugares de los bombardeos no se encuentran indicios de los dafios. La
prueba relativa a una cabra supuestamente envenenada en el momento del ataque es
discutida, ya que las imagenes muestran huellas visibles en el suelo y la cuerda en el
cuello del animal muerto, lo que permite presumir que la cabra fue envenenada de
antemano y arrastrada luego a la zona. El analisis del informante también mostrd que
el crater que supuestamente dejoé tras si una bomba aérea era mas bien un crater de
artilleria producido por la explosion de un cohete en el pavimento. También cuestiono
la presencia en el crater de personas sin proteccion contra el gas sarin inmediatamente
después del supuesto ataque en que se uso la sustancia, lo que en la vida real habria
causado la exposicion y muerte de esas personas.

En resumen, el Sr. Postol concluyé diciendo que el informe sobre Jan Shayjun
era por su caracter el mismo que el informe sobre Duma.

Declaraciones de Estados Miembros

China, en su calidad de coanfitriona, formuld observaciones introductorias, en
que recalc6 que apoyaba a la OPAQ en el cumplimiento de su mandato de
conformidad con la Convencion sobre las Armas Quimicas y que todas las
investigaciones debian realizarse de manera objetiva, justa, imparcial y profesional.
Con respecto al expediente quimico sirio, la delegaciéon de China pidié que se
celebrara en La Haya un debate técnico mas profundo antes de que se adoptara una
decision que pudiera ser prematura. A proposito de los desequilibrios en el proceso
decisorio de la OPAQ, China sefald que insistir en una votacion cuando aun habia
divergencias importantes solo incitaria a la confrontacion e iria en detrimento de la
cooperacion. China destaco que lo que de verdad debilitaba la autoridad de la OPAQ
era la falta de atencién a los diferentes puntos de vista. A su juicio, ese proceder
socavaba la reputacidon, el funcionamiento y el desarrollo a largo plazo de la
Organizacion.

Los Estados Unidos, el Reino Unido, Francia, Alemania, Bélgica, Polonia,
Letonia, Estonia, Dinamarca en nombre de los Estados nérdicos y balticos (Estonia,
Finlandia, Islandia, Letonia, Lituania, Noruega y Suecia), Italia, el Canada en nombre
de Australia y Nueva Zelandia, los Paises Bajos, Irlanda, Turquia y Luxemburgo
expresaron su apoyo incondicional a las actividades de la OPAQ y pusieron de relieve

20-17409



A/75/649
$/2020/1197

20-17409

que, a su juicio, la Organizacion estaba cumpliendo sus obligaciones al servicio de la
comunidad internacional de manera profesional, objetiva e imparcial. Recalcaron su
plena confianza en la pericia, imparcialidad e independencia de los equipos de
investigacion de la Secretaria Técnica de la OPAQ y rechazaron todo intento de poner
en entredicho su reputacion.

Algunas de las delegaciones calificaron la reunion de ejercicio de
desinformacion destinado a atacar la labor profesional de la OPAQ y a desviar la
atencion del incumplimiento por parte de Siria del régimen de no proliferacion de las
armas quimicas, negandose asi en la practica a entablar un didlogo serio con los
informantes.

Siria rechaz6 categoricamente las afirmaciones de algunas delegaciones sobre
su supuesto uso de armas quimicas. Califico las acusaciones de instrumento de
presion contra Siria y pidid6 a los Estados Miembros que pusieran fin a las
manipulaciones en la OPAQ y a la politizacion del expediente quimico sirio. Entre
los ejemplos de las actuales malas practicas de la Secretaria Técnica de la OPAQ, la
delegacion siria record6 también el tratamiento inadecuado de las delicadas muestras
que se recogieron para resolver las cuestiones pendientes relativas a la declaracion
inicial de la Reptiblica Arabe Siria.

Sudafrica, la Republica Dominicana, Viet Nam, Indonesia, Ttnez, el Brasil y
Nigeria reafirmaron en sus intervenciones su posicion de condena del uso de armas
quimicas en cualquier lugar, por cualquier persona y en cualquier circunstancia y
pidieron que se intensificara la cooperacion y el didlogo entre los Estados partes.
Algunas de esas delegaciones pusieron de relieve que toda investigacion sobre un
posible uso de armas quimicas debia realizarse de la manera mas exhaustiva, objetiva
e imparcial posible a fin de aportar pruebas irrefutables, y lamentaron la politizacion
excesiva de la OPAQ. Algunos Estados Miembros recalcaron también que era
imprescindible que los Estados partes siguieran confiando en la imparcialidad de la
OPAQ como Unica autoridad internacional técnicamente competente en ese terreno y
que no debian producirse injerencias politicas en la labor de la OPAQ. Indonesia
pregunto6 también a los informantes si tenian propuestas concretas para que la OPAQ
fortaleciera su régimen de verificacion.

Belarus, Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua y el Iran reiteraron su firme adhesion al
régimen de no proliferacion de las armas quimicas, al tiempo que expresaron su
profunda preocupacion por la politizacion de la OPAQ y pidieron que se preservara
el caracter técnico de su mandato. Segun algunas de esas delegaciones, la OPAQ
estaba atravesando una crisis de credibilidad. Se afirmo6 que determinados paises
abusaban de la OPAQ con el objetivo de satisfacer sus estrechas ambiciones politicas
y que sus mecanismos de atribucidon estaban siendo utilizados como armas para
atentar contra la soberania de Siria. Los participantes también destacaron que todo
enfoque no transparente y politicamente motivado de la aplicacion de la Convencion
sobre las Armas Quimicas era inaceptable.

Debate interactivo

Los tres informantes expresaron sorpresa y profundo pesar por el hecho de que
algunos participantes fueran reacios a examinar las pruebas cientificas que ponian en
entredicho la imparcialidad y la credibilidad de la labor de la Secretaria Técnica.

El Sr. Henderson sefial6 que, cuando descubrié que las conclusiones de la mision
de determinacién de los hechos sobre el incidente de Duma no estaban respaldadas
por la ciencia ni la ingenieria, proporcioné informaciéon exhaustiva a la delegacion de
uno de los Estados Occidentales a invitacidon suya. Después se le dijo que, aunque se
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trataba de un asunto muy serio, que iba a “llegar muy alto”, nada podia hacerse al
respecto.

En respuesta a una pregunta sobre el camino a seguir, el Sr. Henderson indico
tres cuestiones que deberian resolverse para corregir la crisis actual de la Secretaria
Técnica de la OPAQ. En primer lugar, mejorar la dependencia jerarquica de las
misiones de la OPAQ desplegadas en Siria, que en ese momento, a través de una unica
linea de control del Jefe de Gabinete del Director General, estaban subordinadas de
hecho a delegaciones occidentales de especial influencia, siendo los Estados Unidos
un actor clave. En segundo lugar, modificar los métodos de trabajo de la Secretaria
Técnica para evitar que se escogieran de manera intencionada determinados extractos
de las opiniones de expertos andonimos seleccionados cuidadosamente. En tercer
lugar, asegurarse de que todas las conclusiones se basaran en pruebas cientificas.

Por lo que se refiere a las actividades del equipo de evaluacién de datos, el Sr.
Henderson observdé que muchos Estados tenian los mismos problemas con sus
declaraciones iniciales que la Republica Arabe Siria; sin embargo, nunca habian
alcanzado un nivel de critica como el que enfrentaba Siria. Describi6 la actitud de la
Secretaria Técnica respecto de la declaracion inicial siria como un empefio por
“mantener abierto el expediente” y “mantener la presion”.

Con respecto a la alegacion de que el debate en curso denigraba a la OPAQ, el
Sr. Maté recalco que su mision era defender a la OPAQ de la explotacion. Reiterd su
llamamiento al Director General de la OPAQ para que se reuniera con los dos
inspectores que habian participado en la investigacion del incidente de Duma.

El Sr. Postol inst6 a las delegaciones a que se pusieran manos a la obra con los
debates técnicos y mantuvieran deliberaciones cientificas en lugar de politizar la
cuestion reiterando las posiciones nacionales.

Recomendaciones

A pesar de las opiniones divergentes expresadas por los participantes en sus
intervenciones, se pusieron de manifiesto para su ulterior examen los puntos que se
indican a continuacion:

a) El formato abierto del debate sobre las cuestiones relativas a la aplicacion
de la resolucidon 2118 (2013) del Consejo de Seguridad y las actividades de la OPAQ
ha demostrado su valor y es muy solicitado por los Estados Miembros. Redunda en el
interés comun dar seguimiento a las deliberaciones en un entorno abierto;

b) Todo debate sobre estos asuntos debe despolitizarse, basarse en pruebas
cientificas y ser inclusivo. Los expertos independientes aportan una valiosa
contribucidn a una perspectiva mas objetiva y equilibrada. El publico en general debe
tener acceso ininterrumpido a esa narracion de los hechos. Todo intento de “silenciar”
las opiniones “incoOmodas” es inaceptable;

¢) Sigue siendo necesario que el Consejo, en su examen de los asuntos
relacionados con la OPAQ, se ocupe de las graves deficiencias en la labor de la
Secretaria Técnica que afectan a los esfuerzos de cooperacion para aplicar la
resolucion 2118 (2013). Para ello es necesario que las autoridades de la OPAQ
participen activamente en un intercambio abierto y franco con los Estados Miembros.

Conclusiones

La reunion demostr6 el valor de la participacidén de expertos independientes en
los debates sobre el expediente quimico sirio y en las actividades de la OPAQ en ese
terreno. Los asistentes tuvieron la oportunidad de obtener pruebas cientificas de
primera mano de reputadas fuentes independientes. Sin embargo, las cuestiones
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relativas a las malas practicas de Secretaria Técnica seguiran sin resolverse hasta que
las autoridades de la OPAQ ofrezcan aclaraciones exhaustivas. La continuacién del
debate sobre esas cuestiones en el Consejo en un formato abierto sera util para superar
los malentendidos, restablecer la confianza y afianzar la autoridad de la OPAQ.
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Remarks by Ambassador Geng Shuang
at the Arria-Formula Meeting

“Implementation of UMSCR 2115: Upholding the Authority of the OPCW™

Opening Remarks

Excellencies, dear colleagues,

I welcome all of yvou to this Armia-Formula Meeting on the
implementation of Secunty Council Resolution 2118, We believe 1t is a
good opportunity for us to hear the views and opinions from independent
experts.

As a state party to the Chemical Weapons Convention, China firmly
opposes the use of chemical weapons for any purpose by any country,
organization or individual under any circumstance.  Stockpiled and
abandoned chemical weapons should be destroyed.

China supports the OPCW in fulfilling its mandate in accordance with
the CWC. All investigation should be conducted in an objective, impartial,
and professional manner, to reach conclusions that withstand the test of time
and truth.

Regarding the chemical weapon issue in Syria, we need to
re-emphasize  the importance of strengthened dialogue and
consultations between the OPCW and the Syrian Government,

It 15 appreciated that the two parties maintain regular contacts and have

held techmical consultations. We take note that the Permanent
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Representative of Syria has sent a number of letters to the President of the
Security Council, providing information on possible chemical weapon
attacks by terrorist groups. We call on the OPCW to pay close attention to
the information and follow 1t up in its monthly reports.

As there are still questions and doubts around certain cases, China
calls for more in-depth technical discussions in the Hague before any
premature actions be taken.

We object hasty accusations to alleged use of chemical weapons in the
absence of hard evidence. In January, the Russian Delegation hosted an
Armia-Formula meeting, revealing the gaps and inconsistencies in the
Douma report. Up to now, there are still many question marks. The
establishment, composition and working methods of II'T are controversial as
well. Therefore China voted against the draft decision in the 94™ Executive
Council along with two other members, and @ members abstained on it. The
decision is far from widelv supported. Many countries believe it is improper
to jump to conclusions, and relevant State Parties need to continue technical
discussions.

It is our consistent position that State Parties should bridge
differences through dialogue, and maintain the established practice of
making decisions based on consensus in the OPCW.

The OPCW should make every effort to strengthen mutual trust among
State Parties and carrv on the tradition of making decisions based on
consensus. Pushing for a vote while there 1s still significant divergence, will
only incite confrontation and undermine cooperation. Some countries claim
that raising different views will harm OPCW’s authority, On the contrary,

what really harms the authority of the OPCW is neglecting different views.
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It will also undermine the reputation, functioning and long-term
development of the OPCW.

As the discussion in the Hague is going on, we are surprised to se¢ a
Security Council draft resolution on this file. It is even more surprising that
certain country insists on convening consultations, in total disregard of
Council members” concerns. Such practice 1s detrimental to the settlement
of the chemical weapon issue in Syria, the momentum of the political
process, and the unity of the Council.

Bearing in mind the above questions, I would like to thank the briefers
for their presence and look forward to their professional perspectives,

Thank you.

Closing Remarks

I would like to thank the briefers again for their remarks, which
contributed positively to this meeting and to this dossier. The information
provided by the three briefers was revealing and shocking. It exposed the
political manipulation behind this dossier. We hope it could be shared with
the OPCW and would be taken into account in future discussions.

It is our consistent position that the disagreements among State Parties
should be resolved through technical discussions, instead of rushing to
conclusions. Germany and some other westemn countries questioned the
motivation of Russia and China in hosting this Armia Formula meeting. They

should read the concept note more carefully. What the briefers shared with
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us 1s based upon science. But some western countries did not respond to
facts and evidence, only blindly rejected and slandered the information
provided by the experts. There is no logic in their statements, nor did they
respect facts and science, which further exposed their political agenda. We
call on all sides to adopt a scientific, objective and responsible attitude in
discussing the chemical weapons 1ssue in Syria .

Thank you.

20-17409



Al75/649

$/2020/1197

20-17409

Statement by Ian Henderson to the Arria-formula Meeting
of the UN Security Council on 28 September 2020

1. 1 attend this meeting in response to requests from delegations to provide
my personal experiences as an OPCW inspector. I shall briefly clarify my situation
here, and what [ can or can’t do. I am attending in my individual capacity, as a
scientist and former OPCW Inspection Team Leader with more than twelve years’
impartial and committed service. I remain impartial, and would therefore kindly
request that yvou don’t refer to my role, nor that of any other Douma Fact-Finding
Mission (FFM) inspectors, as being part of anyone’s disinformation campaign.

2. 1 was not directly involved in the Ltamenah FFM. Whilst I have studied
those three cases, including the FFM reports and the subsequent report of the
Investigation and Identification Team (I1T). it would be inappropriate for me to
provide opinion on that topic at this meeting. [ was, however, directly involved in
the Douma FFM investigation, and will answer questions on that topic as best |
can.

3. At the previous Arria-formula meeting on this topic, [ provided a written
statement which subsequently became public. The summary report of the
engineering study on the Douma cylinders is also publicly available. Therefore,
there is little further I need to add on the details of my involvement and findings.

4. 1 speak for myself, but I know there are other Douma FFM inspectors who
hold similar concerns. As a scientist, I cannot be convinced by the only defence of
the Douma FFM report being one that states “we had the best (anonymous)
experts; therefore, the case is closed; believe us, trust us™ There is a strong
alternative case, resulting from the findings of inspectors in Douma and Damascus,
that has demonstrated facts and science that point towards a different outcome. But
in my cas¢, I am not imploring vou to believe me, to believe us, despite the
significant volume of information now available on Douma. All we have been
saying all along, is that surely there are now sufficient clear contradictory facts and
information to justify a transparent technical enquiry, aimed at clarifying what
happened in Douma, conducted in a manner that demonstrates scientific rigour and

integrity.
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5. But the lockdown on Douma remains impenetrable. Our hope, therefore,
remains that there i1s someone with the scientific discipline and integrity to
recognise the possibility that something may have gone amiss with the Douma
FFM investigation and report. And, perhaps more umportantly, we continue to hope
that there is someone willing and able to do something about it,

[an Henderson
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[ 3 |
NEW ZEALAND
Canada

United MNations Security Council Arria Formula Meeting on the Implementation of UNSCR
2118: Uphelding the Authority of the OPCW

Statement by Ambassador Bob Rae, Permanent Representative of Canada, delivered on
behalf of Australia, New Zealand and Canada

September 28, 2020
AS DELIVERED

Dear colleagues,

| am delivering this statermant on behalf of the faollowing countries: Australia, New Zealand, and
my own country, Canada.

Cur countries remain deeply concerned by the use of chemical weapons in Syria, and we add
our voices to what othars have said today - there can be no political solution and there can be
no sustainable peace if there is impunity for crimes of war.

Even mora womrying is the morally indefensible position taken by some hare today that the
regime's abhorrent abuses can be ignored by attacking the very institutions that are meant to
hold Syria to account.

The OPCW Investigation and Identification Team (IIT)'s conclusion regarding the March 2017
sarin and chiorine attacks brings the regime's record of chemical weapons use to seven
confirmad cases and, by direct implication, establishes that the regime failed to declare and
destroy all of its chemical weapons and chemical weapons production faciliies.

We welcome the OPCW Executive Council's decision of July 2020 to address Syria's
possession and use of chemical weapons and we strongly encourage the Conference of the
States Parties to take action if Syria does not comply with the decision within the S90-day
timeframe established by the Council,

The irony of bringing this debate back towards the UN Security Council is not lost on us. It was
Russia's refusal to allow the Joint Investigative Mechanism to continue its work that led States
Parties to the Chemical Weapons Convention to put in place arangements to identify
perpetrators of chemical weapons attacks in Syria, in full compliance with the Corwvention. In
doing so, States Parties sent a very clear message that we would not allow any of the
permanent members of the Council to shield the users of chemical weapons. At the same time,
States Parties demonstrated their confidence inthe OPCW and its Technical Secretariat to
undertake the difficult and dangerous work assigned to it = not to reach political conclusions, but
to identify the facts

The international community has shown that the collective stand against impunity is strong. We
cannot allow this to be undermined by efforts to sow confusion and doubt about the OPCW s
mandate and expertise. We are watching, | have to say, I'm cerntainly watching today, with
growing concern coordinated actions across several multilateral fora to discredit and undermine
the OPCW. This meeting is simply the latestin a series of such efforts, which include
misinformation campaigns, smear campaigns against staff, and efforts to starve the organization
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of vital financial resources. In its agenda for this meeting Russia has asked “what can be done
to uphold the authority of the OPCW?* Well cur answer is direct and quite simple - “stop

undermining it",

Canada, Australia and New Zealand reiterate our strongest support for the OPCW, whose
impartial, independent, professional and thorough imvestigative work is invaluable in bringing the
perpetrators of chemical weapons use in Syria to the bar. We stand by the highly professional
work of the OPCW's Fact Finding Mission (FFM) and Declarations Assessment Team (DAT).
We stand by the legitimacy of the IIT and the credibility of its evidence-based and independeant
conclusions. To guestion the objectivity, impartiality, integrity or capacity of the OPCW and its
investigative bodies is in fact, to prejudice the fight against chemical weapons.

17/42



Al75/649

S/2020/1197

18/42

Nordic-Baltic statement at the United Nations Security Council Arria-Formula
Meeting 28 September 2020.

Implementation of UNSCR 2118: Upholding the Authority of the OPCW

Delivered by H.E. Ambassador Martin Bille Hermann

Mr Chairman,

[ have the honour to be speaking on behalf of Nordic-Baltic countries Estonia,
Finland, [celand, Latvia, Lithuania Norway, Sweden and my own country Denmark.

Mr. Chairman,

The re-emergence of chemical weapons is one of the most urgent threats to
international peace and security and has to be dealt with firmly and collectively.
[mpunity for breaches of the global norm against chemical weapons must not be
tolerated.

We condemn in the strongest possible terms the recent assassination attempt on Alexei
Navalny, who was poisoned in Russia by a military chemical nerve agent of the
“Novichok™ group. Any use of chemical weapons, under any circumstances, is a clear
breach of international law and contrary to the Chemical Weapons Convention, which
prohibits the use of all chemical weapons. We reiterate our call on Russia, as a matter
of urgency, to be fully transparent and to bring those responsible to justice, bearing n
mind Russia’s commitments under the Chemical Weapons Convention.

The prohibition on Chemical Weapons continues to be challenged — deliberately, and
on the assumption of absence of accountability. But vielations of the Convention must
have consequences. It 1s exactly for this reason that a number of essential decisions —
as foreseen by the Chemical Weapons Convention — have been taken.

The use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic led to the establishment of

the OPCW Fact Finding Mission and the Joint Investigative Mechanism. Highly
professional and competent bodies designed to deal with use of Chemical Weapons, At
the same time, it was clear that Syria had not fully declared its Chemical Weapons
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Programme. To remedy this violation of the Treaty, the OPWC established the
Declarations Assessment Team.

At a special session of the conference of States Parties, it was decided to task the
OPCW Technical Secretariat to set up arrangements to identify the perpetrators of the
use of chemical weapons (CW) in the Syrian Arab Republic (SAR). This was a direct
consequence of the Russian veto of the continuation of the JIM. Just as it was beginning
to deliver results.

The Declarations Assessment Team, The Fact-Finding Mission and the Investigation
and Identification Team are instrumental in preserving the integrity of our Chemical
Weapons Convention and in upholding the global ban on chemical weapons,

We commend the extraordinary high degree of professionalism of these mechanisms.
The quality and competence of the staff'is bevond reproach. Their tenacity and courage
—waorking in adverse and sometimes hostile or dangerous situations — is admirable. The
impartiality and integrity above questioning. We can only congratulate the OPCW
Director-General in having assembled teams of exceptional quality that complements
his own efforts and that of the Technical Secretariat in general.

We firmly reject attempts to discredit or bring into disrepute the OPCW and the work
of the Technical Secretariat. Such attempts against the international community’s
efforts in securing accountability and preventing use of Chemical Weapons are deeply
concerning.

To us the law is clear. The decisions to set up mechanisms in order to investigate the
facts in Syria are in full accordance with the Convention. The investigations and the
assessments by the Fact Finding Mission, by the Declarations and Assessment Team
and the Investigative and Identification Teams are well established and bevond any
reasonable doubt, We strongly condemn the use of chemical weapons by the Syrian
Arab Air Force as concluded by the first report of the OPCW Investigation and
Identification Team (IIT). The Syrian Arab Republic should return to full compliance
with the Chemical Weapons Convention in accordance with the clear and verifiable
parameters as set up by the Executive Council in its decision of 9 July.
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We reiterate our full confidence in the technical expertise, objectivity, impartiality and
independence of the OPCW Technical Secretariat and its [nvestigation and
Identification Team.

Mr. Chairman,

This concludes my statement,
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REUNION DU CONSEIL EN FORMAT ARRIA - SYRIE / ARMES CHIMIQUES

DECLARATION DE M. NICOLAS DE RIVIERE,
REPRESENTANT PERMANENT DE LA FRANCE AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES

New York, 28 septembre 2020

Tout d'abord, je voudrais remercier la Fédération de Russie et la Chine. |l est trés rare qu'elles
proposant de tenir une réunion en format « Arria », je remargue que cela devient une habitude
sur le dossier chimigue syrien. Je regrette seulement que la réunion d'aujourd'hui se réduise a
un exercice de désinformation.

Permettez-moi tout d'abord de rappeler une évidence : 4 la base de |a discussion d'avjourd'hui
se trouve le fait trés simple et évident que le régime syrien, en aout 2013, a gaze 1 300
hommes, femmes et enfants pour renforcer sa mainmise militaire. Et cela n'est conteste par
pearsonne.

Depuis lors, du sarin, du chlore et d'autres armes chimigues ont &té utilisés et continuent de
I'Btre, en Syrie et ailleurs. La réémergence des armes chimigues dans le monde, et pas
seulement en Syrie, est 'une des menaces les plus graves auxquelles nous sommes confrontes
aujourd’hui.

C'est pourguoi je regrette que chague fois que le régime Assad est incriming, des efforts
systématigues soient entrepris pour le protéger, pour semer la confusion et paralyser I'action
internationale. En 2017, le renouvellement du mécanisme conjoint d'enguéte, le JIM, a é&té
blogué a trois reprises par un veto. Aujourd’hui, I'equipe d'enquéte et d'identification de I'OIAC
est discréditée sous le couvert d'une soi-disant expertise scientifigue parce guelle fait
précisément ce que |la communauté internationale attend d'elle : elle enguéte sur les incidents
el identifie les responsables de maniére tout & fait professionnelle, impartiale et indépendante.
Son rapport publié le 8 avril sur les attagues & 'arme chimigue & Latamneh est particuliérement
accablant pour les unités des forces aeriennes du régime.

En 2013, le régime syrien s'est engagé & coopérer en toute transparence et en toute bonne foi
avec I'OIAC. Et il faut le dire : le régime n'a pas tenu sa parole. || est grand temps qu'il fasse |a
lumiére sur I'état de ses stocks. A l'initiative de |a France, le Conseil exécutif de 'OIAC a décidé
en juillet dernier de donner 90 jours a la Syrie pour redresser la situation. |l est encore temps.
Nous appelons la Syrie & coopérer sans délai avec le secrétariat de 'OIAC et & révéler son
programme chimigque militaire.

Il 'y a vingt-trois ans, 'OIAC a été créée pour étre un pilier de notre sécurité collective mondiale.

One Drag Hammarskjold Flaza
www francacnu.orng 245 Easl 47th street, 43t foor
@FlamcDNU Mew Yark, N Y 10017, LISA
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Elle a prouvé sa valeur. Il est honteux de chercher & la discréditer sous prétexte gue ses
conclusions ne sont pas conformes a la version des faits que la Syrie et certains membres
permanents du Conseil de sécurité veulent donner.

Monsieur le président,

L'utilisation d'armes chimigues est un crime qui menace 'humanité entiere, Comme vous le
savez, c'est aussi une menace pour la paix et la securite internationales, comme I'a declare a
'unanimite ce Conseil dans sa declaration presidentielle de novembre 2019. Il ne peut y avoir
d'impunité. C'est pourguoi nous soutenons le mécanisme international indépendant et impartial
et c'est pourquoi la France est & la téte du partenariat international contre l'impunité pour
I'utilisation des armes chimigues. Tous les pays qui le souhaitent peuvent rejoindre ce
partenariat, qui n'est ni un instrument anti-syrien ni un club de pays. Par cet engagement, ils
démontreront leur attachement au droit, & la stabilité internationale et 4 |a justice.

Ja vous remearcie./,

ol

SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING IN ARRIA FORMULA - SYRIA (CHEMICAL)

STATEMENT BY Mr NICOLAS DE RIVIERE,
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF FRANCE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

=TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH=

New York, 28 September 2020

First of all, | would like to thank the Russian Federation and China. Proposing to hold an Arria-
formula meeting is very rare on their part. | natice that this is becoming a habit on the Syrian
chemical file. | just regret that today's meeting is reduced to a disinformation exercise.

Let me first of all recall the obvious; at the root of today's discussion is the very simple and plain
fact that the Syrian regime, in August 2013, gassed 1,300 men, women and children to
strengthen its military hand. And this is not disputed by anyone.

Since then, sarin, chlorine and other chemical weapons have been used and continue to be
used, in Syria and elsewhere. The re-emergence of chemical weapons in the world, and not just
in Syria, is one of the most serious threats we face today.

That is why | regret that every time the Assad regime is incriminated, systematic efforts are
undertaken to protect it, to sow confusion and paralyse international action. In 2017, the
rengwal of the Joint Investigation Mechanism, the JIM, was blocked three times by a veto
Today, the OPCW's Investigation and Identification Team is being discredited under the guise of
a so-called scientific expertise because it is doing precisely what the international community
expects of it it is investigating incidents and identifying those responsible in a fully professional,
impartial and independent manner. Its report published on 8 April on the chemical weapon
attacks in Latamneh is particularly damning for the regime's air foree units.

wiwwi franceoniu, org 245 East 47th atreeat, 44th floar
fFranceONU MNew Yark, MY 10017, USA
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In 2013, the Syrian regime committed itself to cooperate in transparency and good faith with the
OPCW. And it must be said: the regime has not kept its word. It is high time for it to shed light
on the state of its stocks. At France's initiative, the OPCW Executive Council decided last July
to give Syria 90 days to redress the situation. There is still ime. We call on Syria to cooperate
without delay with the OPC\W Secretariat and to reveal its military chemical programme.,

Twenty-three years ago, the OPCW was created to be a pillar of our collective global security. It
has proven its value. It is disgraceful to seek to discredit it on the pretext that its conclusions ara
not consistent with the version of the facts that Syria and some permanent members of the
Security Council want to give.

Mr. President,

The use of chemical weapons is a crime that threatens all humanity., As you know, it is also a
threat to international peace and security, as this Council unanimously stated in its presidential
statement from Mowvember 2019, There can be no impunity. This is why we support the
International Independent and Impartial Mechanism and this is why France is leading the
international partnership against impunity for the use of chemical weapons. All countries that so
wish can join this partnership, which is neither an anti-Syrian instrument nor a club of countries.
Through this commitment, they will demaonstrate their commitment to the law, international
stability and justice.

Thank you.
wiwwi_framceoniu,org 245 East 47th atreet, 4dth fioor
Franca0NU MNew Yark, MY 10017, USA
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Statement by H. E. Ambassador Eshagh Al Habib
Deputy Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations
At the United Nations Security Council Arria-Formula Meeting
On “the Implementation of UNSCR 2118: Upholding the Authority of the OPCW™
New York, 28 September 2020

In the Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful,

Mr. Chairman,
| thank the Permanent Missions of Russia and China for organizing this meeting.

As the main victim of the large-scale, most systematic and frequent use of
chemical weapons in contemporary history, the Islamic Republic of Iran continues
to condemn in the strongest possible terms the use of chemical weapons by
anyone, anywhere and under any circumstances.

Likewise, as an active country in the negotiations of the chemical weapons
convention and a party thereto, Iran is a genuine strong advocate of promoting the
balanced, full, effective and non-discriminatory implementation of the Convention
as well as upholding the integrity and authority of the OPCW.

Historical cases have taught us that the authority of no instrument or institution can
be upheld without strict adherence of all parties and participants to the rules of the
game, and the CWC and OPCW are not exceptions.

Partial implementation or discriminatory application of treaties as well as the
exploitation of international institutions or abuse of their process act like a poison
pill for their authority and effective performance. This is more dangerous regarding
conventions and organizations on non-proliferation and disarmament as they relate
to the security of nations.

The living example is the politicization and polarization of the OPCW following
the consideration, by that Organization, of the Syrian chemical weapons dossier,
initiated by a group of the CWC’s States Parties to further their politically-
motivated objectives.

To that end, Western countries first accused Syria of the use of chemical weapons
and later abused the OPCW to develop purportedly technical reports and pseudo-
legal justification to supposedly substantiate it.

They first used the unprofessional and yet biased work of the Fact-Finding Mission
that was based mostly on unauthorized and open sources. Later, they followed their
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objective through the non-consensual decision on the establishment of the so-
called attribution mechanism, the Investigation and ldentification Team (IIT).
While such a proposal had required the amendment of the Convention, it was
adopted by the affirmative vote of even less than half of the States Parties and also
in the absence of the representatives of 87 States Parties.

Mow, to advance their goal, they are referring to a technically defective report of
the IIT, prepared without on-site investigation or due regard to the chain of
custody.

Such unproductive policies and destructive practices of Western countries have
divided the States Parties, and by turning the Organization into a battlefield of
unfruitful disputes among the Member States, have adverselv affected the efforts
for the full and effective realization of the Convention’s object and purpose.

For instance, it now deflects the attention from the very purpose of the Convention,
namely the elimination of chemical weapons, which is vet to be realized due to
blatant failure by the sole major Possessor State Party.

All these events happened against the backdrop that in 2014, the head of the Joint
Mission to Eliminate Chemical Weapons in Syria, presenting her final report to the
Security Council, confirmed that Syria has fulfilled all its commitments and that its
entire chemical stockpiles have been destroved. Later, the OPCW confirmed the
destruction of the entire chemical stockpile of Syna and all its 27 production
facilities.

Likewise, they also continue to ignore the Syrian government’s significant
cooperation with the OPCW and the UN, including providing over 80 monthly
reports and large amount of information it provided to the OPCW. Such
coaperation is still going on.

Despite that, the Security Council has held over 80 monthly meetings on the
subject with no result, as such meetings are only used to demonize Syria based on
unsubstantiated allegations.

To avoid further erosion of the OPCW’s credibility and undermining of the CW(C’s
authority and effectiveness, this trend needs to discontinue. We need to do
whatever in our power to restore the OPCW’s real position and focus on promoting
the CWC’s full, effective and non-discriminatory implementation.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Arria formula meeting

Implementation of UNSCR 2118: Upholding the authority of the
OPCW

Mr President, | thank vou for giving us the opportunity to offer our remarks on
the state of implementation of Security Council Resolution 2118, Italy is deeply
concerned about the re-emergence, starting in 2013, of the use of chemical weapons
in different geographical areas. particularly conflict-ridden countries, such as the
Syrian Arab Republic.

Italy’s policy has always been centered on a firm rebuke of the use of chemical
weapons, anywhere, at any time, by anyone, and under any circumstance, And we
believe, without exception. that those responsible for the use of chemical weapons
must be held accountable.

Since the creation of the OPCW Fact Finding Mission mechanism in 2014,
OPCW inspectors have attested to numerous cases of use of chemical weapons in
Syria. More recently, the first report of the OPCW Investigation and Identification
Team (IIT) to the OPCW Executive Council and to the UN Secretary-General,
regrettably confirmed the use of chemical weapons by the Syrian Arab Air Force on 8
April 2020

This meets with Ttaly’s strong condemnation and, conversely, with Italy’s
strong support for the Executive Council Decision, taken in July 2020, to address the
possession and use of chemical weapons by the Syran Arab Republic (EC-94/DEC.2
of 9 July 2020) and to urge the Country to adopt all measures required by this
Decision.

The use of chemical weapons must not be tolerated. The end of impunity is
crucial for credible, effective deterrence, and we will continue to support efforts
towards ensuring accountability for those responsible of these heinous crimes. In this
spirit, Italy has joined and actively supports the work of the International Partnership
against Impunity for the Use of Chemical Weapons.

Italy also remams strongly commifted to supporting the Chemical Weapons
Convention and the work of the OPCW. We reiterate our full confidence in the
technical expertise, objectivity, impartiality and independence of the OPCW
Technical Secretariat and its Investigation and Identification Team.
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The international community, as a whole, shares the responsibility to enforce
the prohibition of chemical weapons and uphold the global chemical non-
proliferation regime, which is a basic building block for international peace and
security.

[ thank you
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Statement by H.E. Mr, Andrejs Pildegovils
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Latvia
at the UN Security Council Arria — formula meeting on
the implementation of UNSC resolution 2118

28 September 2020
Thank you, Mr. Chair, dear Wassily,

I am honoured to participate in this Arria — formula meeting on pressing issue of the
use of chemical weapons. My delegation was intrigued to hear about independent
experts investigating OPCW s methods and conclusions, but to our disappointment, the
information on briefers was not released until the very day of this debate. Furthermore,
their interventions did not fulfill our expectations for an objective and impartial

assessment on today’s subject.

Latvia aligns itself with the statement delivered by Denmark on behalf of the Nordic
and Baltic States, and supports the statement by the PR of Estonia,

We are gravely concerned by the repeated attempts by Syria and of a few States,
including those of a Permanent Member of this Council, to challenge the authority and
integrity of the OPCW. There is no doubt that the Director-General and the Technical
Secretariat, in spite of challenges posed by the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) are
tulfilling their duties in the service of the intemational community in a professional,
objective and impartial manner. We express our strong political support o this
important organization and encourage all States Parties to provide a predictable
financial base for its future work in 2021,

We are deeply concerned about the continued non-compliance by certain States with
their international obligations on disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control. This
is why the ELU strongly supported the establishment of an international attribution
mechanism to identity and hold accountable the perpetrators of the use of chemical

WS OIS,

Latvia condemns the use of chemical weapons by the Syrian Arab Air Force as
concluded by the first report of the OPCW 1T this year. We support the decision that
sets clear and verifiable parameters for action and we urge the Syrian Arab Republic to
take all measures required to redress the situation in the given timeframe. Impunity for

these heinous acts will not be tolerated.
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The use of chemical weapons is completely unacceptable under any circumstances.

Thus, we express our outrage about the hypocrisy and cynicism of one of the founding
Member States of the UN holding a meeting on the implementation of UNSCR 2118!
while independent specialized laboratories have confirmed the poisoning of opposition
leader in Russia Alexei Navalny by a military chemical nerve agent of the “Novichok™

group on its soil,

Instead of fully cooperating and stepping up transparency, we are once more witnessing
a page from Russia’ s disinformation plavbook, We saw it in 2018 in the Salisbury case
and we see it now. We deplore how Russia desperately attempts to allegedly link the
origing of Movichok with other counties, including Latvia while trying to avoid
disclosing the circumstances of the assassination attempt and bringing those responsible
for this eriminal act to justice.

The intermational Community cannot remain silent when the UN Charter and
fundamental principles of international law are manifestly violated, We call on the UN
Security Council, all Member States to demand accountability, a prompt investigalion
and justice to be served. An adequate response from the international society and
relevant bodies should follow immediately. Latvia, together with other Member States
of the European Union will continue to follow these issues closely and consider their
implications in the OPCW as well as in a wider intemational context,

Thank wou, Mr, President.

' Upholding the Authority of the OPCW.
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GRAND-DUCHE DE LUXEMBOURG

Représentation permanente auprés
des Natlons Unies

28 September 2020

i ncil Arria-formula meetin implerm i I
resolution 2118
id 2 £ L]
mber 202

Thank you Mr Chairman,
Much has been said aleeady, so 1 will be brief.

Implementation of Secunty Counall resolution 2118 is a matter of utmost importance to
us all. Luxembourg was an elected member of the Secunty Council when the resolution
wis adopted unamimously, seven years ago.

Luxembourg would hke ro seize this oppormanity to retterate its full confidence m the
technical expernze, objectivity, impartality, professionalism and independence of the
OPCW's Darector General and Technical Secretartar as well as i Investigarion and
Identitication Team (11T},

A limited number of States have comicized the Fact-Finding Mission (FEM) and later the
work of the 11T since the very first reparts on the use of chemical weapons in Syria. It is
important to remember that the FFM and 1T, under the supervision of the OPCW, had
to step up becanse the extension of the mandate of the OPCW-UN Joint-Investigative
Mecharsm, the JIM, was blocked by a veto in the Secunty Council on 24 October 2017,
This happened after the JIM concluded that the Syrian Arab Republic forces were
responsible for using chemical weapons,

The OPCW has to be commended for the way i which it has addressed allegations
regarding the methodology of the invesnganon teams and the impartalicy of ther
reports, The OPCW carnied out a transparent and thorough investganon following those
allegations. The results were made public on 6 February 2020 and they speak to the
professionalism of the Organizaton.

The repart of the 1T cleady shows that the mvestigatons were conducted wath the
utmost care, expertise, impartality, and rransparency.

We would abject o those crdcizing the ITT tor not nvestgaring on the ground i Syria.
Indeed, in spite of many good-faith attempts, the Syeian aothontes have blocked all visa
requests of the investgators,
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Diespite the numerous obstacles it has been facing, the OPCW Technical Secretanat has
continued ro ensure an exemplary qualiry of its work,

More broadly, we sincerely hope that the international norm prohibiting the use of
chemical weapons by anyone under any circumstances will be re-established, which
would  ultimarely make the need o use fact-finding missions and internanonal

investgatons an occurrence of the past,

I thank you For your attention.
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Intervention of
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The “implementation of UNSC resolution 2118: Upholding

the Authority of the OPCW”

New York 28/9/2020
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Mr. President,

Allow me at the outset to thank my colleague
Ambassador  Vassily  Nebenzia, the Permanent
Representative of the Russian Federation and Ambassador
Zhang Jun Permanent Representative of People Republic
of China and the colleagues in their Missions for holding

this meeting.

I would like also to thank the briefers for the

information and insight they provide us,

We really appreciate the efforts of the friendly
member states in the Security Council that seek to
distance this sensitive file from politicized considerations.
However, this will not be an easy task as the OPCW
Technical Secretariat and UN Office for Disarmament
Affaires are fulfilling western political agendas duo to the
immense pressure by some member states, led by the

United States, UK and France, in order to maintain the
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chemical weapons file as a tool of pressure and blackmail

against Syria and Russia.

The same hostile governments continue their
attempts to cast artificial doubts about the solid and
established facts, which proved that the Syrian Arab
Republic no longer possesses any chemical weapons and
that it has not and will not use them. Furthermore, they
refused to admit that the activities of the “Joint
Investigative Mechanism — JIM” and the “Fact-Finding
Mission — FFM™, along with their reports were neither
impartial, professional, nor balanced, but rather failed to
provide scientific and factual documented evidence of any
accusation leveled against Syria. Not to mention the
remote Hollywood investigations conducted by the JIM
and the FFM without visiting the crime scene, and the
failure of the authors of their reports to provide any proof
or scientific evidence regarding the validity and integrity

of the chain of custody of evidence that has been used in
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directing false accusations against the Syrian Arab

Republic.

Having said that, allow me to take advantage of the
presence of scientific experts with us in this meeting, in
order to benefit from their experience regarding some
questions that OPCW TS, is still trying to avoid

answering:

I- To what extent the criteria for the reliability of the
“chain of custody” apply to the methods used by
experts of JIM and FFM, when they remotely
investigated some of the incidents in Syria from
Turkey? And how can they rely on so-called “open
sources” and terrorist entities, namely the "White
Helmets" terrorist organization, who happened to be
the first to be present where the alleged crimes took
place, and who happened to be the party that collected

and transferred the so-called evidences?

35/42



Al75/649
S/2020/1197

36/42

-

How can anyone rely on the conclusions reached by
the JIM and FFM while they used in their reports
speculative and uncertain terms such as “likely” or
“unlikely” while evaluating scientific and factual
elements?

How can we explain that OPCW experts refused the
Syrian request to collect samples from the “Al-
Shuyrat™ air base? As you know, the US claimed that
this base was used in “Khan Sheikhoun™ bombing, in
order to justify its aggression against it? In this regard,
can technical experts explain the scientific possibility
of bomb falling from a warplane over the alleged site
of this accident, while it was flying at a distance of five
kilometers away from this site?

Regarding the alleged "Douma" incident, is it not
scientifically impossible for a cylinder to fall from the
sky and collide with the roofs of houses without
exploding or being deformed? Even when it fell on a

bed inside a room, no damage was caused neither to

5
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the bed or the furniture nor the glass in this room, it is a

miracle!

5- How can the OPCW lose sensitive samples that were

collected in order to solve the outstanding issues
regarding the Syrian Declaration? The OPCW TS
informed the Syrian side on June 22, 2020, about a
leakage of these samples. Yet, and until today, the
OPCW TS is unable to provide a clear explanation

regarding this leakage.

6- Didn’t massive legal and procedural violations and

abuses occur when the OPCW violated the Convention
and established a so-called "Investigation and
Identification Team - IIT" in June 20187 I am talking
here about the non-consensual decision that was taken
by an artificial majority and in the absence of the

representatives of 87 member states from the vote!

Allow me here to invite you to read the report published

by “The Gray Zone” entitled “Leaked docs expose
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massive Syria propaganda operation waged by Western
governments’ contractors and media”. This report reveals
scandals about hundreds of millions of dollars that
Western governments, namely the US and UK, have spent
from taxpayers' money to establish and finance platforms,
networks and media institutions, especially the “White
Helmets”, in order to promote distorted media propaganda

against the Syrian government.
Mr. President,

[t seems that the school of Gobbles, the WNazi
propaganda minister , is still open until now and many of
its graduates hold higher degrees in the literature of lying
, the art of distorting scientific facts and sophistry
philosophy that is anti- science and specialist experts who
know well what they are talking about. These scientists
support their talk with scientific evidence based on long
experience and moral principle that is against Gobbles

propaganda.
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Unfortunately, colleague representatives of NATO
alliance states insist to refuse opinions of scientists and
attempt to empty the purpose of this meeting. Insisting on
wrongful allegations is even worse than wrongdoing itself
because it indicates principal mis-intentions, weak claims,

and the absence of moral vision.

History is full of a series of scandals fabricated by the
Same Gobbles graduates to destroy many member states,
such as the invasion of Vietnam, Libya, Iraq, and the

attempt to invade Cuba, and my own country Syria.
Mr. President,

We in Syria are realistic and pragmatic, and we will
continue to work with the OPCW's Technical Secretariat
within the limits of respecting and preserving the
Convention and without prejudice to our national
sovereignty. And we believe that the time has come to
permanently put an end to the manipulation and

politicization of this files and close it for good.

8
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Statement

by
Mpr. M. Mevliit Yakut
Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Turkey
at the
security Council Arria-formula Meeting on
“Implementation of UNSCR 2118: Upholding the Authority of the OPCW"
New York, 28 September 2020

Mr. Chair,

Thank vou for organizing this meeting and providing a platform to discuss this issue of utmost
significance.

At the outset, | would like to underline that Turkey condemns in the strongest terms the use of

chemical weapons by anvone, anywhere and uwnder any circumstances. This is a serious
violation of mternational law and a crime against humanity.

The case of Syria remains highly worrisome. It has become clear during 10 years of Syrian
conflict that there 1s no guarantee to prevent the recurrence of chemical weapons attacks, due
to the regime’s complete disregard of human lives, let alone its obligations emanating from the
Chemical Weapons Convention,

Indeed, the regime’s repeated crimes have been well documented on several ocecasions since
2013.

The adoption of Security Council resolution 2118 (2013) was an important step in the
aftermath of the gruesome attack in Ghouta in August 2013, which left hundreds of innocents
dead and many more injured.

Unfortunately, 7 vyears after its adoption, the objectives of this resolution are vet to be
fulfilled. This 1s mainly due to the ongoing gaps, inconsistencies and discrepancies resulting
from the initial chemical weapons declaration of the Assad regime. We continue to expect full
implementation of Security Council resolution 2118 (2013).

While the regime has evaded its responsibility stemming from this resolution. its record for the
use of chemical weapons has been constantly growing. There is a clear correlation between its
non-compliance and growing sense of impunity.
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We cannot let the regime perpetuate the illusion that it has no chemical weapon stockpiles. The
regime must be urged for a swift and result-oriented cooperation with the OPCW,

A strong message by the members of the Security Council 1s critical in this regard.

Mr. Chair,

We are all entitled to our own opinions, but not to our own facts,

OPCW Technical Secretariat, the Fact Finding Mission and the Investigation and ldentification
Team (I1T) perform a critical role in a scientific manner by identifying the perpetrators of the

chemical weapons attacks in Syria.

The Ltamaneh report of the 1T clearly established the responsibility of the Syrian regime air
force in three chemical weapons attacks that took place in March 2017

This report is an important step to ensure that those responsible for the chemical weapons
attacks in Syria are held accountable for their crimes.

Likewise, we look forward to the conclusion of the ongoing investigations carried out by both
the FFM and the 11T on other cases.

Turkey reiterates its strong support for the Declaration Assessment Team (DAT).

We have full trust in the professionalism and impartiality of the FFM and the objectivity of its
reports. We sincerely believe that it would serve no party’s interest to question the credibility
of the FFM.

Turkey is among the co-sponsors of the decision adopted during the 94™ Executive Council of
the OPCW, This decision 15 a crucial step in addressing the possession and use of chemical

weapons by the Syrian regime,

This decision sets clear deadlines for the regime in order to return to full compliance with the
Chemical Weapons Convention.

I would also like to recall the responsibility of the parties who have influence on the Syrian
regime in this regard.

Turkey will continue to support the steps taken by the international community, first and
foremaost the UN and OPWC, for ensuring full accountability in Syria.

Thank vou.
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