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1. At i't:a twelfth besa:lc}n the Economic end Soclael Council edopted a two=pert
resolution, 345 (XII), dealing with international action for the conservetion and
‘utilizetion of non-agrieultural resources, In Part A:the Council requestedcthe
ASQomtary-General‘ "to initiate e. progremme designed to promote the eystematic
" purvey end 1nven-borsr of non-agricul'hural vatural resources"., In Part B the
Secretary-Genexral was authorized. to undertake, upon the request of Member States,
explorationa with respect to the holding of international conferences on
partioular T'eSOUrces oY resource problems, This report ls the first to be
submitted in accordance with the Council's request that the Secvetary-General
furnish to each .eeaaion e gtatement of specific plems and the actlon taken.

Part 1}. The Survey and Inventory of NoneAgricultural Resources

2« With respect to Part A of the resolution, the Councll requested the
Secretary-General to initlate a programms. including :
"(1) . The development and improvement of standard concepts, terminology

in verious lenguages, methods and procedures useful for the survey
and inventory of specific types of non-agriculturel natural resources;

(11) The systematic compilation, et United Nations Heedguarters or other
suitable places, of informetion embodying the results of surveys and
inventoxries of particular nonsagricultural natursl resources on the
basis of the exsmination of published data and data furnished by
governmentay” ‘

In selecting the remources to be considered, the Secretary-General deems it proper,
in view of the preamble to the resolution, to give priority to résouroes wh:lch are
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fundamental :t‘or economic davelopment. 'I‘he non-agriculturel redourcea with Vhib
the resolution i concerned compreherd both water resources and mineraj, 53950“
With regexd to water resources, 1t 1s belleved that the need for s;rstema-hic
survey and inventory activitiss and the development and 1mprovemnt of 5’Gandaxg
concepte and terminology may best be clarified following the preparation of the
report on international co-opemtion in the fleld. of water control and
utilization requested by resoluti on 346 (xII) which it 18 expected will be
submitted to the fif‘teen‘bn eesaion of the Councily

3, With regerd to mineral resources it is propoaed to select 1lron ore as the
first resource for study chiefly ‘bacause 1t 8. ond of the most important
non=agricultural resources besic to economlc development, but 8lso because
certalfi of the necessary preparatory work ha.a already been 1mdartaken 'by tha*
United Hations,& £ ' :

| It is plénned thet the'Work on ivon ore ehould,’in the light of '
peragraphs 1 (a) and (1:) of Part A of Rebolu'bion 31;5 (xII), compriee the follcw ng

S
'

maaor stopn
{e) preparvetory work including the compilation of a prelimindry inventory
of this resource and a study of the: survey methods end definitions in use
‘with résyect to-itj ' '
- {b) the convening by the Secretary=Generxal of a group of experts, %0 whom
" "the prepe.ra-hory materials would be pmsented, 50 that they may prepare
recompendations regarding desirable methods and definitiona for futuxe °
survey end 1nj¢'en'bor5f.ﬂ0i'k§ “
(¢) the circuletion of these recommendations for review by membey
governments (consultations with scientifio aociéties would elso be desired
at this point)) end W : : “ =
(d) -the review of any comments made 'by member gowmmenta and the £inal
fomul&tion by the Secretary-Ganeral of standards to be presented to the
~Beonomic énd Soc:lal Comcil aa suitebls’ for intematioml uge; and
{e) consideretion by the Council.
ke . It 1s expected that the recommendations prepared:-by ‘hhe group of experf's b
would cover improved procedures and definitions to be, used- in the descripticd of |

1/ See World Irén Resources énd Their Utilization, document srmca/é
25 Augus'b 1950.
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depostts-of ixon ore = inéluding.techniqués for deteimining the" amounts of ore in
.4he ‘deposite-end relevent geological, physicalj énd chémical’aspects of the deposits
and othéy factors which' influsfice the extraction end commeeial unsefulness of the
oye. -Récommsndations would aleo bé sought concerning- the charedteristic features
of: deposite whick: should be presented in both netlonal and international totals as
well as cléssificetions and :definitlions to be employed ‘for the description of 1ron
ore production, bereficiation apd trvéde. - A | : - W o ORI
He- It is expected that the: prepe.ratery activity wilk °include work of the
following typess:: .00 o e oy - : i
(8) - A 'veview of the 4iffeérent forms in which the particuia.r Tesoures wppaara
- 'in néature.and & rveview of the different forms in which the vesource i&°
. sourrently being utilized &nd may be expected o be utilized in the neer fiture
on the basis of pending-improvements in tecknology or pending econcmic
develomments such as depletion of rich ores or expension of demand;
(v} A compilation of existing knowledge of the partioular resoume in tha

- 1.,- T

form cf a prallminary 1mren~bory. i - : ‘.~ '
(p) A smmary of tha principal variations wh;loh exis‘b in the sta.tié'bics
amp}oyea to raporb on t.he particular resources . . .« T DR

: (d) An amination or survey methods currently, 'beins employe&, including,. -
if posaible , data on the coats of diﬂerent methods of survey:. L6 Ga
(e) Propoaala for 1mproved procedures end definitions for both individual,
survayq and invantory atatistics. Standards wou:l.d be proposed with vespect,
to actual numying methods whersver 1t ves felt that such,etendexrds were
| neoaesary or, ugefule . . p Wy
64 Acoordingly, thp Socmtagy-coneral would convene & group of axporta to
pa.rt,ioipata in the progYamme of work in respect of iron ore resources. In i
aalecting the experte thp Secratary-General will have regarﬁ to the desirebility.
o:l‘ having mermbe:l'a wi’oh technica.z. s aoonomic ) 9% practical developmentel axper;em:e
and wnl gsek to auaqciate with “the. experts' work the resources and experience of
techn:lcal inatitutiona or 1eameq aocioties engaged in this. fie;d. The complstion
of the prepara'tory 'work desgribed abqve and 1'tp examination by the experts will )1t
is planned e oompleted in 1952- J It is. a].so hoped that the group of experts.
might meat to considsr the maparatpry material end. the formulation of
reoomundations in 10%2, perhapa concurrently with the 1952 gosglon of the

International Geologlcal Congress if this is found convenient.
: /1. It is further
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Te Tt 1s further proposed to .exp:love dmpingg 1951 whether apd for what othey., !
. mineral reeourcee 8 need oxlaty, for slmilan worlr. At present, the ‘repources Whieh !
'baoauae of their importent basic yple,.in pconcmic) devale;:ment Jappeak-most,i-. 1,

a.ppropriate foc the future work progremmg:-ars. the minerel fugls and fer’hilizega,
and it 18 ple.nned to study the need for prejects in these fleldss It 18 bélieveq
that 11: wmxld be helpi‘ul in connexion.with this exploration and’ study ‘to sgcune .
sugge stiona and relevant statistical and technical materials, -whigh-nay be
evailable from sclentific and -technical orgenizations end to cohsult. with’ indivmual
experts 1n aocordance with the provisions for consultations which are conw.ined 1n
Part A, paregraph L {Db) of the remolution. .It ie-thereforé proposed to canvess
such organizations and & number .of individual experts regerding the suitability of
work on theae eddlitional resources..  Following these copsultations 1t 18 expected
thet proposals for furthez: work on: minerals will be preaented to a- subsequent

eeesion of the COunciJ.. - i

Part.B. .International ccnfarén%es on Reaources Ll

8, With respect to Part B of the resolution; the Council raquea‘bed the
Secretayy-General 1n sub-paragraph 1 (&) "To explox-a ) at the reques‘a o:t‘ Mem‘ber
Stetes concerned ..s the scope and specific aub.ject matter of any partioular ,
resource conferericgs ‘that may, upon’ appropriate imrentigation, appear ﬁesirabls'"
No activities have been ¢arried out undér this su‘b-paragraph 1nasmuch e.s no
,requests for particular conferences heve been’ recéived from Mem’ber Statel. |
9. »= In paregraph 2 of Part B of the resolution, the' COunc:lJ. requaated "'bha .
reglonal economic commissions to consider the present resolution and to meke such
recommendations as they deem would be useful in promoting 15“ purpoaas .

10, The Bconomic Commission for Asia ‘and the Faxr East, 1n ite aaventh aaesion .
held et Lehore on 28-Februery to 7 March i951, did not have the opporéuni-by to N
conglder the resolution.” However; in & resolutian a.dopted on'3 Me.reh 1951, ol
(EfoN.11/296), which antedated theé Council's adoﬁ'h:lon of re solution 3&5 (X‘EI) 5 it
expressed "its kesn interest in thé progremme ‘on the" oonsarvation ana utilizatién x
of .nonwegricultural resourcéd end ofi.cohférerices’ on xesources pro‘blems¢ 88 outlined
in the '‘SecretiryeGenerals report (E/1906) ‘and approved 'by the Ecdnomic Commi‘b‘baﬁ
of the Economic and Sccial Couneil on 22 Fe'brue.ry 1951*" and. then requested “the
Executive Seoretary, in co-operation vrith the ﬁniteﬂ Nationa Haadquartera , 'bo ‘-:ake
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any such ateps in comxexion with tbe programne as may be required by the Council'a
resolutions; w e j, AR :f{..:; LK SO T

11. The Econpmic Comission .f.’or imm ,'_;:'ricav i:n 11:5 rcaurth aessipn, considsred
Council resolution 3#5 (XII) S mconman&ed ”"oha.'b An’ plaming conferences of
Mthi s«nature, the Sacretary-{}eneral 'bak'e 1n'bo consi&era‘cion points 1 to, .10 )
euggosted hy the Executive Secre‘aary in Hia Note on Megsures Hela-bing ‘bb
Internationsd’ Action Tor: Condervation. and. U'bilization of Non-Agricultural ',' .
Resources (E/LBI.12/231)“ ‘ (See Arnex- @' .," e '."" ‘-,: .
12, The Economic Commi asion fokr Burope, in its s‘.!x'bh eeeaion, tog}t note or 'bhe
action of the Council and regues'bed “ite technica.l committees a.nd the Execu;tive
SBecretary to take account of the council'a resolution op the coneervation a:nd.
utilization of non-agricultural pogeurcesy -, L . . L Tl
13. o action by ’ohe Secret&ry-(}eneral is required in reapect of thess i

decisions._ L 2 o 3 ¢ om LB

Ha

Financial implications §1* § '4_: : ,_'.'.’.".1 w A whm "~ £y
1%, The Secreta.ry-(}eneml oons&ders m&t tz;e as;penditumﬁ raq,,uired m 1951 and
1952 to carry ocut the proposale desori‘bed in ?art A ;51’ thia rapar{s can ‘be
absorbed. within 'bhe reaourcsa availa'ble in 19‘51 anrl in t,he 'budget éﬁtimates .'ne )
hes proposed for 19)2. Therefore, unless the Cm,mcil hes othar suggestioﬁs, 1t
night merely take note of thie repo:ct. Ag- required by *ssolution 3145 (XII) furthpr

reports will be submitted to each session of the Council.
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Steel indvstries | B ,
2, Possibilities for the ex ed acimeshc-ube"‘or‘ "eti-cléum' by dconomically
‘ mr:developed_petroleumgm % T he b gt T e ohia ® * 4
3,.'. Possibilities of uge of low e T Y
ki .
. {a)  Bulphur- from volcanic depositay %
(b) Low grade apatites and phosphate bearing rocks; .
(c) Low grade mengeness ovesy .- . . - - .. ‘ ;
(d) Scdium, potassium and miacellanaous saline oompounds, etc.
5s The availabiligy end use of local resources to meet fortilizer rﬂuiremntg

".' .:;-

6o Possibilities for a comparative snd m'bagrated study of mining oo&ea ‘

7, Mineyal raaources survez and aEp_z'a.isal technigue

8. Expanded use of local resources for building matorials 14 ‘ _ "
9. ' The develomment o ener resources in relation to one another e.nd in
- relatlon to generel econcmie davelownt ' ’ C T
10. -The inteprated development 'of river and lake basing LT L
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