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AOTIVJ.11.IIES .OF TS SECimn'ARY-GJOO.:RAL UNDER 
COUNCIL RESOllJTION ''.34-5 (XII)· :RELATING 

TO CONSERVATION AND UTILIZA,TION 
OF NON~ICUI/l'URAL m!SOURCES 

Repgrt by the Seor~ta,ry..Qenepal 
I , 

. ... 
• • • . 1 • 

1. At its twelfth session the conom.io .and .Sooial Council adopted a two•p~rt 

reeolution, 345 (XII), deal.ing .. With int~rn~~ional. ~~ion for the .ooneervat1on alld 

utili~ation of. non-agrioultu~ .resourqee. InPar.t A;the Counoil requeated~the 
• ' • j •' 

_ Sec re_tary-Genere.1 "to initiate a progr~ de a1ene4 to promote the eyatematio . .. . .... -. 

survey and inventory of non-agricultural natura.J. resources". In Part :B the 
Secretary-General waa authoriz~d 1 to undertake, . µpon the req,ueet of -Member Staten, 

' . 
explorations "71-ijl , reBl)eot to the ho+dinS of internat.\onal eonferenoea on 

I ' ' ' • 

par-tloula-r ·resources or reaouroe pro:blems. This report ie tl,le f;tret to be 

eubm.ttted 1n aocordanoe with the Qqunc1l1 s requ~st th~~ th~ ,Sec~atary-General 

furnish to ;each ·aeee1on a statement of speoi~io plane imd t~e . ~ction .taken. 

P~rt ,~. The Survey -and !nventory of Non-AsrioulturaJ. Beeourcee 
2. With respect to Part A of the resolution, the Council requested the 

Secretary-General. to _J;nitiate a programme. including 
II { i) . The development and improvement of standard oonoepte' terminology 

· in various languases, methods and procedures use~ fo'l;' the survey 
and inventory ot specific typae of non-agriouitura.J. natural resources; 

. ' ' ~ . ' 
(ii) ·'The 91atemat1<{comp:!.lat1on, at United Nations Readg,uartera or other 

suitable places., of information embodying the reeuJ.ta of surveys and 
inventories of particular non~agricultural natur.al reeouroes on the 
'baaisof the examination of published data and data fu:rnished bo'" 

I • 

sovernmenteJ 11 , • · , •• 

In ai,leoting tl,la re CJQ~rcee to be. conside1,'ed.., the Secretary~ne:rai deems it proper, 

in view oe. the pre~mble to the reeolution1· to give. priority to resouroea which are 

. ' \ · • •• r , .. 
.. ' .. ...... 

/fundamental 
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j , • •• • • • •• ' 

.·: ., ,. , . ·.;·~ · .-.. ; ,/',· ::: . 

funaamental for economic development·~ The 'non-ag:dc~lture.l :'eao~rcea Wit~ i·rh1,i 
. . . . ... ' ,. .. Ch 
the resolution is oonoemed oompt•eh~?'~ both water. resour.ce.s ·a.pd minera.:1, ~eao~~ ~ 
With regard to water reeourcee, it is believed that ~he _ne~d for systematic · ' 
survey and inventory activi tiaa and the developn:ent and improveme~~ qi' a~a.nda ... 
concepts and terminology may best be clarified following the preparation -~f'- the 

report on international co-operation, 1n the field . of' water control and. 
' . • t • ~ • • ' .. 

utilization requested ,by.reeoluti~m 346 (XII) which it' is ~xpected Will be 

aubm:t tted to _t1:1,e _fifteent~ sea~ian . of -~_he Cc:m~il~ 
3 a With regard to mineral resources it ie pre-posed to select iron ore aa the 

f irst :resource for study . ~hies fly '-'b~cauee .1t 1 s. one · of the most important 

non.ag1•icultu~al reaouroee basic to economic dev~lo~mant, but also beoauee 

oertaitt of the nece saa.ry preparatory' work ,ha.s:·,aiteady ·b'afJn imde.rtaken by ·the" 
. Unit~d ·watione)./ . : . ' ':_. ··: '.' . · · .. · .. . · 

~ • ' -·; •, . f ' ' • . . . \" r- ... ~~ ) •• ' • 

It is planned that the'work on iron ore should,. .. 1n· the light ·o:r- ·· · ,. · 

para.graph; ·1··(~) .and (b) of''fa.rt A·~f' Re~olution· 3l~5 (x:i:r)·,·compristi' the foliow1ns 
major 'stepa& . , .. ' .' : •·: . . . · .. , . 

(-a) pre-pal:'atocy··work inolud'ins.· the :comp1lat1on of a pntl1m1ne;ry invento'ey 

of tbi.e. re source . and a; study ' of the . survey_ methods and de:t'ini t':tona in . ue~ 
with respect to ·1t; 
{b) the oonveifl,ng by the Secretary-General of a grou~ ·of expertis, ·to ~hoi 

· . the p1•eparat·ory tnateriale would be presented, so that they may -prepare 1· 
reoonmenda:~;1on~ regard~ng desir~ble meth~d-~ and d~fil}i~ions_ ·for ;u~~e ·:· 

survey and inye.ntoey- _ work; ·· 

(c) the circulation of these ·recommendations tor review. by memb~r 
govermnen~e (oon-sultationa with aoiantifie sooie:tiea would also be -~esira'ble 

at this ' !Joint) J and · · 

( d) . : th{!I ;tie;iew -. oi any ~o·mment·s· ma-de by member . gov1;1~enta ·and the . f!nal 
• • • •• • •1 • • 

formulation by the Secretary.-Ganeral of standard.a to be presented to the 

.Economic and Sociai Councii' ·a~ ·suitable· fotw intemat1onal· us·e; and 
. ( e) . c~na1deratio~; by . the o~~~cil. . - . . 

4.. .. . It 1 a expected . that · t1:te recommendations J>reparad,.·. by -~e group of expe:rts

would_ cover i1nproved pl."Qoeduree _and . (l~fini tic,:n~ · .to be , ~.eed -. in the o.eecri--p.tion of 

'J:,./ _ Sea vforld ·rron :Ra-sources and Their Utilization, docum~nt ~/ECA/6, 
2, August 1950. -
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deposits ·· of iron -ore. .• ·1nclt1d1ns·. teoflnj:ques:,for deter.mini~ the'' alllO·unts of ore d.n 

·. tb&) da})()sits :·and Nleva:nt geologica,J,'1 phys:tcai'j" a.rid · eh~cal.-' aapeetb ··oi''' the· deposits 
and . other factors · Wldoh · ~nfluenoe : the :·e~ction aild commei'ciaf u·sd:tulnesa of . the 
ore. ~R~oomm&ndatione-would -aieo·be sought 'oo~cerruns· the charadter1st1o features 
o-i·.ae~sita whioh·· should ···be ,·p:reaented/, in 'b6th i'iatfonal and inter.national totals ae 

well a.a elaasi•fioe.tfons ·.and :definitions to 'be employed 1fol'· the deednption of· iron 
ore proddo~lon, bene~ic'iation ·~Jiid" :trade, . · ··· ' · · :- · · · ·,., · · · :,. · ' ' 

' .5. ~- It is exi,ected ·,that · itne · prelJS.r atery ac'ti'Vi1:,y ~ill 1ncluae . work· ·o:f· the: ·. · · · · 

following ty-paac . , ·,.:·:.' ; 1• • •• ., • "· 
, ..:· •. 

' (-e,) · ~ ·rev,ieW, of the·,diffflrent forms ·in ~hieh the pe.rticuiar resouroe ,8'!Yp8~S 
", ·, ·: ·in nB;t'l,U'e , B:11d a- review· of ther dif':t'erent form_s in whie'h the resour.co is·: .- · · · 

. , • ,'0,~l'l'e~tl:y 'b~~g ut.1J:Ued ·Bnd·. -~y be ;expected :bo · be utilized in the near future 

on the _baais of . pend1:ne-":1-1rl'Proyemente in teohnology or liendlng ec,onomio 

develoIJtnents such a.s depletion of rich ores or expa.newn o'f demand . · · ,,: 

(b)· A compilation of exietins ~o~leqge .. of ~ .pa2"t1cul~ ~S<?~nle, 1n.-the .. ·· 
.', ,_•/ • • 3,:.- .... • ,:, ·! •• ·-:-·'., • ••. ";, :, , ol # I ;; ~;.,,J!"•':f"",:•,:• 

form ~f a p~el :1.IId;,ne..ry i~yentory. , · . _, . , . . . _\. , .1 •• 

(_p) ~--··ry ot . th~ p~incf..~a.,{ va:riations ~~;I.C~ 8X1et. i:Q. -th~ st~:t1.eJica ,. ;·· 
~P,l:~;ve.41. tp fepor\:. , on th.~ ~:t,.c.ula.r. resource. . ... , .. .., .: , l ~ . ."· • -. . ·; . . ·. 1 

.. . ( a)' ·.An examinati~n ~£ survey methqd a c~rr&n:tlY. ~~~ng · emp;Loyed-4 inoludiiis, .. , 
' a_. I • ',I' • < 0 0 ... ! : 0 1 1 j • o o • • ~ • I 

if po.e~i~le., . ~a.ta .~%} .t~e . o_oste· of d1,fferen~ me.thoda ot_ Et~rve,-•. 
( e) . ~pas~;~ for irnp,::ov~d proc~du~e ~ .def.µiit~o.na for bo~. individual~ >, 

J • • ., • ' .. • • • .. • 

suney9> ~ ,i~ventpry .. statistics., .. Staµdard~ w~u+d, be proposed with r(Hspect, -
.. ; . . •.. 

to_ ac tuai. eurvoyiZlB method a '.l'l'herever. it )ta a t&l t the. t, such . etapo9trd s were. , ·, 
'' ', • , ,•,' 

0 
\_ • I i. I • •• I',, · • I 

neoeasa.ry or, ~etµl • . _ . . , , , ·: .. .. 

6. . Acoo~i~y, · th~ '!Sec~½,.tY~.n~~. wpuld convene a_ group of axpe,rt~-- tp , .. . 

pa.rt19i~}e. ~'ij _: the · ~9g~~
1 
of "1opk_ ~ resp~ot of iron o~ ,rese:>\~rces. In -i . 

aelecti~ the .exp,erts :thf! .. f?ecreta.r,y-General will )lav, regartt to the d$eira.bH.1ty. 
•• ._• ! · . • , t •? · • • f O ' I • ' 1 ;I 

o;f' .. hav:µJB :membe:t;-~ , wtth.., teo~i~~l, .. O??nofA1.9 §. 9:t;\. p~aot1oal develo:pm.ental ex~rteri~:eJ. 
,~· • • I • ' I 

and w~ll seek to ~aaQcJa~e :wit~ -t~~ experts~ . wor~. the reeou~ee ~d experieBo~ ef 
t, . , 1 ,. ' I , 1 t O , I \ ,(' I •1 I ,. I , , I <o. , 

t~clmical · instit~t\on_~ or learn,~ _a~oi~~~es e,n~~g~~ in _thie -tiei~ •. The, pompleti9n 
1 1 ',• ' , ' ~ : , • ; • , ! ,, I I • , °' •' • ' 

of -~~
1 
pr~f~r~~or~.;"o~~ ~~s?tf_bed .. ~b~v.e ,~ t~A _;e~~t~~~ by -tll~ ~nc~r;;~ ,lrfl.J.,;- it 

is planned, be completed. i~ .195?. . :tt ie._.,a}.so .hoped :that the gro~p of e,c.p~r.ts ; 
t. M ', ., • • ,I/ O • , • • 0 : ·, • • • • ' • '\ • > • • l 

m~.S~t l\18et_ ~I:>. C_Olf~i~~r, ~h~ :F,e~a~a~.e:tr.,}1'S.~~l,";al -~ -.t~~ .. fo~ulation '?f-. . ,_, 
recolllmenda.t1ons in 1952, perhaps concurrenti:t with the 1952 seaa1on ot the 

' . . 

International Geolo~ioal Congress i f this ie f ound convenient. 
/7. It 1 s- further 
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7,. It 1s turyh~r pro:po.eecl ~~ .~expl9~ :·4ij_~~'.J.~,J..:.'I-Jhe~~~ EW-4-:f P~~ll~~t,.o~he;lli {:, ;,,.~ .. 
, mineral; ~es'o1'.1rc~e ~ n04?d_. ,e?,(~StEt,, _f9X: }a.W,).~;t\ w;Q-r.k.~'. >'·A~. p}:'~,a~~t- th~ (r,~:sou~o,fi_~ :wM,.~.~t 

·be_oauae of t~?_i.r im~r\a::flt ._b,l;lSig. :r9l~t4A-,Q.Qnpmicl:~~Y.eil,0J>mai1~-,~~!:lp:pe~ ,,most<·~ ·, .. · .' , 

ap:P_roPf.1,fte .fo:.:-__ t~e . fu~ux;~ :work .prp~r~.mm~· .~l".~ . ~e mineral f.u6i·,.r: ~b!i ~ef,liti.lizex,,i(.:: 

and it is planned ~P study the ,_n~eA .for._, pr:ejeate in, the~e fields,. · It: 1s·_b~fl,ieved 
I • 0 ~ ~. I <' j O O O • 0 0 • 

that it '!-rould be Jielp,:f'Ul iti oonnex~.cn -.w1.th t,.hia ex:plore.:biort and study· :to seou:ire ; .. 
' ; . .• '· ·· ! ' ·,. ... . ..• . 4 • 

suggestions and releva.nt etat1et10al and 't~Qhnical materials, ,'1-Thi<:Sh: ~ay be, .<· 
available ~~m ~c.ia_~t~;~c. e.nd: ,.t,~chni,cal qrgam.~f:',tions and .to ,eoileul-t:-.:wi th,i indivi~uai 

0XJ:')erts in a~~ord~nce With the provisions for ooneult8.tiona Which t1re .co~te:ined-'·ii{ 
Pa~ A, pa:i;-agraph _l {b) .. of the r~ae>:~Ut}on •. ·.-. It is-· there:fc:>X'fJ 'prolX)sea ·to can~ies 

. . .: ' . . . . 
such organizatione .~ a n~per ,ot ,indiV;idµ.al experts_ .regarding' th~· -suitability of 

work .. on .:t,he~e ·,adfit:i,~nAl reso_u~ces • . •.Followins. these cont:iul_tation1f tt;--1·a ·expeeted 

that propoae:ls f9t' n.trtha:i;-.. wo~k ~:P.· nµ·nera.le -vUl be-· preeented to··-a --eubse.quent 
\ . . .. . .. ,, ',, 

aee eion of the C.o~cil, . . ~,. . ·· .... ''I "; •·•· · .t .. , ·· · · · · " ·· 
o • , _. • • ,• • ' .. '• • I • •• 1., ' •" ; ' : ', .,., . ,, 

Part-. B. ~rn.ternatiou:a.1, Ctmf'erert~·e:a ·on Rel3b~roee . . ',_. ., .. ·- .;., 
., ·. 

8. W1 th reepeot to Part B of . the resolution, the Cou~tt reque.'1:1t6d._ the ·\ .' :t . 

Secret!'lJY•Gei:ie?"a.l -1n sub•para.graph .-1· (af "T·o explore,·· ~t· th~ ·req~~~ro:r 'Me~oe.r 
• ' • • • p =~ j \ ,. ( . • ' : 1, •• : •• ' .. ,,. 

State e concerned. a.. the scope and epecif'i<f ·aubJeet matter of any pa.rt10ula1;· . 

reso.uroe _CQ1)fe~ri0~S •that may/ Upon :aP!)ro~riate ·1nvaettgati~;· airnea/ deai~~bleJ" 1 

• • I • l' ,' • • • • • :, '• ,1, .', 

No activities hav.e been carried out under· this eub-pa.rasraph inasmuch as no ,· , 
. .... ·- .. .. . ; ···,, ; 

,reque-ste for part'ioular ·coni"e'renoee he.ve been· rl!lc'ihved· :from Mem'be~ States. ·. 'i. 
, ll,. I • • • , , •, 1 - • f': • '\ • ,,,-•," 

9 • "·:: ,In, paragra,pl1_ 2 of .Part. B' of the resoiut1on.;° the' 'tfounoil requested .. n:~)le_ ... 
• . . 1. .- .. . 

regional econom:to comm:Lesion~ tb consider tbe pr~eent 'r~·aolut{on ancf to make' ··~eh 
' J. ·-~ - • •• '• ~· • • . • 

recommend,atione a a they deem would be useful in promoting , !ta · purpo·ee a". ·- · 
" • l' ~• 1 ' _; t.' ,'f> • ,,' I - "-}~ , ' " ,••'_.~·, 

0 .?:,· 
lO, The ioonomid ·Commission for Aeia :am tlie Fa.r·'East, 1·n its seventh eeasioi;l 

. • • • ' t• ' • ·.- ' ,.,-:... • • ~- •... • ... • ~. ·~·.:. , • ' 

held at L~hore on 28dieb1"uary to · 7 · March · . .1951, _did not nave thcr · opp·o14tuni ty. tQ · ·· ( . , 
• I I • " • ' ' : • "' =-~,.-:,.. '.\, ,, • ..J • ;,. -. 

coneider ·the resoluti'o1~1 '· Roweve1~, 'in ·a .resolution 84oite.d"on J March··1951, :·· :~ · 
(E/0thU/296), Which· .e.ntedated· :th~ ·couno11 1'a adoit10~ of 'resoiuti~-~ 345··.(~rL it'·,.· 
expres.aed. 0 it.s keeD intereat ' in .the· progre.mme ·c;n' tll~ ·-'co~S;~;fva.tf~n and. ~tiliza,tJ,~Z,., _,., 
of !nort•agrtcu'ltural l:'eeources and ···on-. c6nfsreri.'c·~a:·. on resource~ · P%'9~i~rn~;. .~a· outlin~d 
in the '$ec:retliry•Genera.i' B'. report :(E/i!,06) ·' and appro~ed :~,·: the ~~6:nomi~, ColllJD.i.~te'9, .. 

. ; • • .., . . ,,u, 

of the Econom:fo and . Soo1al Counc:tJ:---on 2tt'Fabfuary 19·51) II "and ~hen 'r~que~~d . ''the 
. i: , , \· - -. ,, /,i, , '· 'I . ,~t-· ·''.· c.-i ·' ... ~'~'.:' '.,.- ·- ~. · .,..,1.,. '· ,· ~· · ·, 

Execu.t1ve Seo~.ta.ry:~ in ·oo•o-pel'ation With' the United. Nations -Readquart~rs, to , take 
,_ · •· ~ ·: · -- · !.~, .. ··-. -· , ~· , ., ··; ,-. _":'_;· ... ·r .' -·-~ ,::.·,·' ·, !-:;·: . . , .... . ' ' r,_ ~ • J 

... ;;· .. '.' -"f' ·,. ~-:, .. '·"·· :,. ,, :·· 4',•~ "' : .. ·· . 
. . . ···, .•:, .. 
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any such steps in connexion with tpe p~ogra.xilllle as may be required by the Co~cil's 
. . .' •jf ' / - : l;i ~I 7, '_i , - . • ·.,: . . _'; -; j , ,., : -1•' ; I• ·. ' • .( ,, t ' ' ~ f , ~. ! '. • . . ,' • : . . :. re soluti-ona; ·· ,,: . , .. . - -· .. -,, .. , , ....... , -·.- -....... , ... .. · ·• ..... , , ... · ,_,. . . · :. - - ,. , ~- ·· · . · · ~-· · ".. ·. 

. / · .. ·_;)/:·· · · ; ; _., .. ... ..... ..... . :fJ.·-: ···· ._, __ ~:·,:· ·-·.~.: .:·~~·.:.z:·-"' r . . ;)-.~ .... ~ . ... ~~ : t ·l· ,"': '1'· ~ .: .. _. : . 

l:l. The Eooni>li0.P Co=nfsa:I.oi-i' ;for;JMlh<.Amsrf~;-an~i ts ·.rou;ti{ eesei9n"'; considered 
• • ' •' ' ~ • , y ', • I t,\ ~ ,. • ;t, . ',1 \ ,; ,\"t /•'f• • 1" • ' • ~ • '\ • 1\t...:,h1#' • ,t•, ,I • '• 1 7' ' ' ' • I , 

Council reaoluti orr 345 · (XII}· ~tt' ~·oo-Htfu!l- .. 1~it-ha¾ ._in : ii.'.arih:1:~g' con:f'erencee of 
' ' ; . ~ . 

tb1~·~atµ~e;, the .$e~"retary..Qe~eral ·take 1nt~'. :c~~~':i'aer~'hon .· poi~t.r;, l. t9 .. :19 ·. -
,. , ........ ,. ·""r' ""' •.r·- ·, -~--.. . -~~.--.. ....... ·· • · · ·. · ' •. · .. · · ··•' .. . _1 ·· . ""·."'• '" ,,M ••• • •• • • ~J" : : • , ."-._., .; '"i,· • · ... • . 1,' • _ ;:·.: 

· eugge·ste(].' cy the Exeeut1ve SeerP,tary in· l1ie Note on Mea'surss)tela:tti·ns· ~-o: ·1• :·, , 

I., • • • • .,. I• ! • I 14 , .... , , , ', ' 1 ' "'• '/ ' • ,,,. • f ', : , • , ; ', • '', f ,.,; • r ~ 
InternatiOJlal' A:C tion . -for·, C.onaerva t:Lon · ~alld/tirti ;l-1 za:-:t.1: OA · cif, ·NQn--ilg;i;-1.culturpl . : " 
Beeourc·~a· .. (E/C!T,~i2/231)"'•; . (S~(; AlllleX)~·~ · _:, ·; ... :-,_ .. '.° .... ::. ' :.: .. ·-·, . , . 

1 
-~ '·.' :_.·:. t\ -::·:: :t:'{ , ,. 

··~·· ''., .. :··. ·, ;.~ -~:. • ,~·.; "' . · ... .... , '·,&_,- , - _--~. _,· , ' . ,,' " , r, , · ..-.· . ·• - ~ 

12. The Economic_ Co~ es1on, f9r,:~u;-q~, ;~ ;~"'-~~. A~.s!,li~1 .. :tc:>:~~ )?:9t:~ ... J?f:-.' ,the ·<; .. 

action of the ·council ·.A~·.~e~uested ·1ts .t~~~ic0:i.:o~tte~_a ~and :~~ ·E;e9,R¥ive . . :-: 
B8cretary to take account of the Council' p rasolution o?,:1 tlle ·conee·:rvation -~d 

• 4 t -~ , • ' ~ ' 1 • ', . .. • • •, •, : '. ' • .-:· • , • .., • • • , 

utili 2.at1on of non .. agricult,ural · resoul'ce:a.· , . . _" ;: .•,,. · ·:· ·, : ,. ; , · 
13. No action by the Secretary~General ie rf)quir-,d. ' in %tH1pect:0£ :-these . . ' . ·, ' . ' ., ' . - - ' . . . ' ~ . ' 

decisions, · ' · · 
"' -· ··' 

' ·'·. . ~- ••. , • -r ·: ·•· • , 
'• '·, ' ~ '_ 

. . " ·- . . . , • .. ... . ... . . . . 
Financi-al· inmlic.a:tiorts . · . · .. · · · .. · · ·~ · ·· · · ... · ·· · ~, · · - · .. ·· ·· ·· '· .. · :·.-; ·· ·,t.;: ·. · ' ·· ., . 

, ~ · . µ.-;,- . ._. - . . . .1 . . • .. .• • - · • " , . i . r • • 

14, The Secreta.ry-Genaral -c~·n:~~de~s:;~~a.~:·:~~ ... ~e11d~ tui,~1(-rEtqiiired·· jp·"l95l .... :a.nd ' 
. r . ' .i. . • : , .. • , ., • - • _, : .:,.. \ ,, • <. ~ . : • .·, • , . ... 

1952 to Carry out the l?~:PO S~tff 4~·so,rf b·e~ ip' ')'a~ ,, A: pf :'.,~ :~ -::ra~or.f· ~-tart J)'&' · :·:. '.:_ ' 

absorbed. 'W1 thin ' the, res~ui-o~a-~V:~ila'b~~ 1n· l9?l 'arui.: 1,; -_ ti~- 'ti~d~t·.·d~tfm~¼ijl he ' .. ·:'. 
• •J "; ' • ~ ,.. • ,. • • , , • • ' , ' I • I f' ~ • ' • • • I • 

has :proposed fci-:t• -1952;. ·· The.refore, ·unlt,as the Co~oil -~a other· -s~ggsetio.rt'.s~·- 'it , : . 
" -~ . -- ' .. ' ' : '. ' .. : ,·. .... . ..... .... - _,. ' ~ ., ,.,, . " . ~ . ·' 

might merely take note of th!e repo~t. Aa· require·d .. by ·tesolution;.345 (XII)· i'urt~('l' 

reports will be submitted to· eaei1 ses·s:ton of the, . C-ouncil. 

1 1 .,. 
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