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I. INTRODUCT ION

1. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1982, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, included in its agenda item 108, entitled:

"Pattern of conferences:
"{a) Report of the Committee on Conferences;
"{b} Reports of the Secretary-General”;

item 109 entitled:

"Control and limitation of documentation”;

and item 8 (b) entitled:
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"Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly”

and allocated them to the Fifth Committee, together with, inter alia, chapters IYI
and IX of the report of the Economic and Social Council (item 12).

2. The Fifth Committee considered these items jointly at its 5th, 9th, 1l0th,
11th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th meetings, held on 4, 11, 12, 13,

15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 25 and 26 October 1982,

3. For its consideration of the items the Fifth Committee had before it the
following documents:

(2) Report of the Committee on Conferences; 1/

(b} Report of the Secretary-General on contrel and limitation of
documentation (A/C.5/37/11);%

(c) Note by the Secretary-General on electronic equipment in conference rooms
at Headquarters (A/C.5/37/2):

(d) Revised draft calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations
for 1983 (A/C.5/37/7 and Corr.l);

(e) Report of the Economic and Social Council {A/37/3, chap. III, sect. 3A;
chap. IX, sects. C and H)

{f)} Report by the Joint Inspection Unit on control and limitation of
documentation (A/36/167) and related comments of the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination (A/36/167/Add.1) and of the Secretary-General (A/36/167/add.2);

(g) Report by the Joint Inspection Unit on Secretariat organization and
procedures for the preparation of special conferences (A/37/112) and related
comments by the Secretary-General (A/37/112/add.l):

(h) Communication from the Chairman of the Special Committee against
Apartheid to the President of the General Assembly (A/C.5/37/L.8):

(1) Communication from the Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People to the President of the General
Assembly (A/C.5/37/L.17).

4. The comments and observations made by delegations in the course of the
discussion of these items are reflected in the relevant summary records of the
Fifth Committee (A/C.5/37/SR.5, 9, 10, 11 and 13-19).

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session
Supplement No. 32 (A/37/32 and Corr.l).
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II. CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Amendments to the recommendations of the Committee on Conferences

Recommendation 4

5. At the 15th meeting, on 19 October, the representative of the Philippines
introduced an amendment (A/C.5/37/L.10) to recommendation 4 of the Committee on
Conferences 2/ to add to guideline 11 in the annex to the draft resolution
contained therein the words "in consultation with the host country".

6. At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee approved the amendment
without objection.

7. At the 16th meeting, on 20 October, the representative of Austria introduced
an amendment to recommendation 4 (A/C.5/37/L.13), proposing the addition of the

following sentence at the end of guideline 8 in the annex to the draft resclution
contained in recommendation 4:

"such evaluation should alsc take into account, in the case of

conferences held on the invitation of a host country, views offered or reports
prepared by host country authorities.”

8. At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee approved the amendment
without objection.

9. At the 17th meeting, on 21 October, the representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics introduced the following three amendments {A/C.5/37/L.18) to
the guidelines in the annex to the draft resolution in recommendation 4:

{a) In guideline 4, the words *"have the opportunity to" should be replaced by
the word "will", so that the guideline would read:

"Early provision should be made for inter-agency consultations to ensure
that interested and concerned organizations of the United Nations system will
contribute to the substantive preparations for the special conference."

{(b) In guideline 9 last sentence, the word "preferably" should be deleted.

(¢} Guideline 14 should be deleted.

10, At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee voted on the three
amendments (A/C.5/37/L.18) as follows:

{a} The first amendment was adopted by 60 votes to 11, with 28 abstentions;

(b) The second amendment was adopted without objections

2/ Ibid., para. 85.
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(c) The third amendment was adopted by 52 votes to 25, with 34 abstentions.

The representatives of New Zealand, Pakistan, Austria, Sweden, Egypt, Benin and
Ghana spoke in explanation of vote on the third amendment.

11, The Committee then adopted the draft resolution contained in recommendation 4,
as amended, without objection (see para. 36, draft resolution B),

Recommendation S

12. At the 16th meeting, on 20 October, the representative of Egypt introduced an
amendment to recommendation 5 (A/C.5/37/L.12) proposing that the words "should
make" be replaced by the words "may, at its option, decide to make", so that
recommendation 5 2/ would then read:

"The Committee on Conferences recommends that the General Assembly should
decide that, following acceptance of the invitation to act as host to a
special conference, the Government of the host country may, at its option,
decide to make an advance payment to the United Nations of part of the
estimated total additional cost to be borne by the Government in order to

cover early preparatory expenses, including in particular the cost of the
planning and review mission,"

13, At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee adopted recommendation 5, as
amended, by B0 votes to 19, with 10 abstentions (see para. 36, draft resolution B,
para. 2). The representatives of the United States, Canada, the Philippines,
United Republic of Cameroon, Algeria, Denmark (on behalf of the European
Community), Romania, Austria, Iraq, Zaire, Somalia and Sierre Leone spoke in
explanation of vote,

Recommendation 6

14. At the 15th meeting, on 19 October, the representative of the United States of
America, on behalf of Belgium, France, Japan, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, introduced
amendments (A/C.5/37/L.6) to the draft resolution contained in recommendation 6.

At the same meeting, it was announced that the Dominican Republic had become a
co-sponsor of this amendment, The amendments read as follows:

"For draft paragraph 14 substitute the following:

"Decides that in preparing their reports subsidiary organs, specifically
those receiving written meeting records, shall keep their reports within the
limit of 32 pages unless authorized by the General Assembly. Exceptions to
this rule shall apply only to the International Law Commission and other legal

bodies when engaged in the process of drafting treaties or other legal
instruments,
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"Add new paragraph 15 as follows:

"15. Requests the Committee on Conferences to examine further the
measures listed in paragraph 27 on Report A/37/32 and make concrete
recommendations to the thirty-eighth General Assembly on the possible

implementation of these measures designed to relieve the overloading of
conference services."

15. Following an oral amendment by the representative of Canada, which the
sponsors accepted, revised amendments were introduced at the 17th meeting by the

representative of the United States of America on behalf of the sponsors
{(2/C.5/37/L.6/Rev.1l).

16. At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee adopted the revised
amendments to the draft resolution contained in recommendation 6 by 90 votes to 3,
with 14 abstentions. Explanations of vote were made by the representatives of the

Philippines, the Bahamas, Austria, the United Republic of Cameroon, Algeria and
Barbados,

17. At the 15th meeting, on 19 October, the representative of the United States of

America on behalf of Belgium, Japan, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, introduced a further

amendment (A/C.5/37/L.7) to the draft resolution contained in recommendation 6,
whereby a new paragraph 16 would be added to the draft resolution as follows:

"16. Requests the Secretary-General, in submitting his proposed 1984-85
Programme Budget, to consider and, if possible, to provide for a reduction in
the number of scheduled conference days compared with the number of conference
days in the 1982-83 biennium."

18. At the 18th meeting, on 25 October, explanations of vote were given by the
representatives of Eqypt, the United Republic of Cameroon, Panama, Austria,
Uruguay, Uganda, Nigeria and Zambia. The representative of the United States of
America on behalf of the sponsors, subsequently withdrew the amendment contained in
document A/C.5/37/L.7,

19, At the 15th meeting, on 19 October, the representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics introduced an amendment (A/C.5/37/L.9) to the draft resolution
in recommendation 6, proposing the addition of the following paragraphs:

"Requests the Committee on Conferences to study the gquestion of

introducing quotas on the holding of meetings, as well as on United Nations
documentation;

"Invites the Secretary-General to take measures to reduce the overall
volume of United Nations documentation by 5 per cent in 1983

"Invites the Secretary-General to continue to make wider use of

contractual services for the translation and printing of United Nations
documents as the most economical method;
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20,

"Requests its subsidiary organs and recommends other United Nations
bodies to consider the recommendations of the Committee on Conferences
contained in the Committee's report (A/37/32 and Corr,l) at their meetings and
through it, to submit their comments on the implementation of those
recommendations for the consideration of the General Assembly at its
thirty-eighth session,"

At the 16th meeting, on 20 October, the representative of the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics introduced a revision to these amendments (A/C.5/37/L.9/Rev.l)

which read as follows:

21-

"Requests the Committee on Conferences to study the question of
introducing quotas on the holding of meetings, as well as on United Nations

documentation without detriment to the implementation of programmes approved
by the General Assembly;

"Invites all subisidary organs of the United Nations and the

Secretary-General to take measures to reduce the overall volume of United
Nations documentation by 5 per cent in 1983 without detriment to the

implementation of programmes approved by the General Assembly;

"Invites the Secretary-General to continue to make wider use of

contractual services for the translation and printing of United Nations
documents as the most economical method;

"Requests its subsidiary organs and recommends to other United Nations
bodies to consider the recommendations of the Committee on Conferences
contained in the Committee's report (A/37/32 and Corr.l) at their meetings and
through it, to submit their comments on the implementation of those

recommendations for the consideration of the General Assembly at its
thirty-eighth session."”

At the 17th meeting, on 21 October, the representative of the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics further revised the amendments (/C.5/37/L.9/Rev.2) to the

draft resocluticn to read as follows:

"Invites all subsidiary organs of the United Nations and the
Secretary-General to take measures to reduce the overall volume of United
Nations documentation in 1983, having in mind a target of 5 per cent without
detriment to the implementation of programmes approved by the General Assembly;

"Invites the Secretary-General to continue to make use of contractual
services for the translation and printing of United Nations documents, when it
is the most effective and economical method;

"Requests its subsidiary organs and recommends other United Nations
bodies to consider the recommendations of the Committee on Conferences
contained in the Committee's report (A/37/32 and Corr.l) at their meetings and
through it, to submit their comments on the implementaticn of those
recommendations for the consideration of the General Assenbly at its
thirty-eighth session.,"
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22. At the 17th meeting, on 21 October, the representative of Lebanon proposed an
amendment (A/C.5/37/L.16) to the text contained in A/C.5/37/L.9/Rev.2, by which the
words after "United Nations documents" in the second paragraph of
A/C.5/37/L.,9/Rev.2 would be replaced by "when he considers it useful and more
economical”.

23. At the 18th meeting, on 25 October, the representative of Lebanon withdrew his
amendment (A/C.5/37/L.16).

24. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on the amendments proposed by the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/C.5/L.9/Rev.2) as follows:

(a) The first amendment was rejected by a recorded vote of 57 to 25, with
21 abstentions. The voting was as followss

In favour: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador,
Ethiopia, France, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Hungary, India, Israel, Mongolia, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America,

Against: Algeria, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin,
Botswana, Brazil, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chile,
Costa Rica, Djibouti, Egypt, Ghana, Guyana, Indonesia, Iran,
Irag, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kuwait, Lebanon, Mali,
Mexico, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Sierra
Leone, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United
Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Abstaining: dustria, Bhutan, Canada, China, Congo, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Fiji, Finland, Greece, Guinea, Ireland, Japan, Malawi, Malaysia,
Nepal, Norway, Paraguay, Senegal, Sweden, Turkey.

The representatives of the United Republic of Cameroon, Egypt, Cuba and Yugoslavia
spoke in explanation of vote.

{b) The second amendment was adopted by 72 votes to none, with 32 abstentions.
{c) The third amendment was adopted by 93 votes to none, with 12 abstentions.

The representative of the United Republic of Camercon and Trinidad and Tobago
explained their votes.

/--.



A/37/605
English
Page 8

25. At the 15th meeting, on 19 October, the representative of Nigeria, on behalf
of Benin, Cuba, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Lebanon, Mali, Mexico,
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda,
United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced an
amendment {A/C.5/37/L.11) to the draft resclution contained in recommendation 6,
proposing the following addition to paragraph 3 of that resolutions

"(e) Special Committee against Apartheid;".

26. At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee adopted the amendment by
92 votes to 1, with 11 abstentions.

27. At the 16th meeting, on 20 October, the representative of Sri Lanka introduced
an amendment (A/C.5/37/L.14) to the draft resolution contained in recommendation 6,
proposing the addition of the following text to paragraph 3 of the draft resolution:

"Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean".

The following countries became co-sponsors of the amendment: Egypt, Ethiopia,
Guinea, Lebanon, Somalia, Togo and Tunisia.

28. At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee adopted the amendment by
87 votes to 1, with 18 abstentions.

29, At the 16th meeting, on 20 October, the representative of the Syrian Arab
Republic introduced a further amendment (A/C.5/37/L.15) to the draft resolution

contained in recommendation 6, proposing the addition of the following text to
paragraph 3 of the draft resolution:

"Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People™.

The following countries became co-sponsors of the amendment: Benin, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Guinea, Lebanon, Mali, Niger, Senegai, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Togo and Tunisia,

30, At its 18th meeting, on 25 October, the Committee adopted the amendment by
86 votes to 2, with 16 abstentions.

31. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted recommendation 6, as amended, by
93 votes to 1, with 4 abstentions (see para. 36, draft resclution C}.

32, Statements in explanation of vote on the draft resolution contained in
recommendation 6, as amended, were made by the representatives of Finland, Sweden,
the United States of America, Irag, Benin, Cuba, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Yugoslavia,
Tunisia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Uganda, Mali, Israel, Senegal, Togo, Sri Lanka, the
Dominican Republic, Somalia, the Niger, Morocco and Lebanon.

33. Upon a proposal by the Chairman, the Committee also adopted, without

objection, the following text of a draft resolution to precede the two otaer draft
resolutions adopted by the Committee (see para. 36, draft resolution A; para. 1)
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"The Geheral Assembly,

"Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences,

"Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Committee on
Conferences,".

B. Action on other recommendations of the Committee on Conferences

34, At its 18th meeting, on 25 October 1982, the Committee adopted by consensus
recommendations 1, 2 and 3 contained in the report of the Committee on
Conferences 2/ (see para. 36, draft resolution A, paras., 2 to 4). The

representatives of the Philippines and Egypt explained their position concerning
recommendation 3,

35, At its 19th meeting, on 26 October, the Committee adopted by consensus
recommendations 7 and 8 (see para. 36, draft resolutions D and E}.

III. RECCMMENDATIONS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE
36. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the

following draft resolution:

Pattern of conferences

A

Report of the Committee on Conferences

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences, 3/

1, Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Committee on
Conferences;

2. Authorizes the Advisory Committee on the United Nations Programme of
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination ane Wider Appreciation of

International Law to hold its future sessions in December in even years and in
October in uneven vears;

3. Authorizes the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Institute for

Training and Research to meet each year during the week preceding the beginning of
the reqular session of the General Assemblys;

3/ official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/37/32 and Corr,l).
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4. Approves the draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings of the
United Nations for 1983 as submitted by the Committee on Conferences. 4/

B

Secretariat Organization for United Nations Special Conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resclutions 35/10 C of 3 November 1980 and 36/117 D of
10 December 1981,

1, Approves the guidelineg on Secretariat organization for United Nations
special conferences contained in the annex to the present resolutions;

2. Decides that, following acceptance of the invitation to act as host to a
special conference, the Government of the host country, may, at its option, decide
to make an advance payment to the United Nations of part of the estimated total
additional cost to be borne by the Government in order to cover early preparatory
expenses, including in particular the cost of the planning and review mission.

4/ A/C.5/37/7 and Corr.l.
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ANNEX

Guidelines on Secretariat organization for United Nations special conferences

1. Once an intergovernmental organ has decided to convene a special conference,
the Secretary-General should establish at the Secretariat level a Conference
Management Committee. The Committee should guide and co-ordinate all Secretariat
activities during the preparatory phase of the conference and, after the conclusion
of the conference, prepare a comprehensive and critical evaluation of the
conference's success and problems,

2. The Committee should be composed of representatives of all Secretariat
departments and offices invelved in the preparation and organization of the
conference, including its logistical arrangements, and should meet regqularly
throughout the preparatory period under the chairmanship of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General or, where appointed, the Secretary-General
or Executive Secretary of the conference.

3. In its planning for the preparatory process, the Committee should institute

disciplined management techniques for the detailed planning, scheduling, moni@oring
and co-ordination of both departmental activities and the conference preparations
as a whole,

4. Early provision should be made for inter-agency consultations to ensure that
interested and concerned organizations of the United Nations system will contribute
to the substantive preparations for the conference,

5. The Committee should be responsible for the preparation and submission of
progress reports to intergovernmental organs on the status of preparations for the
conference, including all financial, administrative and organizational arrangements
and substantive and programme matters.

6. The Committee should, where appropriate, formulate propogals for the
involvement of non-Secretariat participants in order to increase international
support for the objectives of the conference and the likelihood of effective
follow-up action outside the United Nations framework.

7. The Committee should, at an early date, also formulate proposals in line with
General Assembly resolution 36/117 D for harmonizing documentation needs with the
design of the conference, taking into account all existing rules and instructions
on the limitation and control of documentation. The Committee should further
monitor, on a regular basis, the implementation of all documentation plans,
particularly with regard to the timely submission of documents.

8. After completion of the conference, the Committee should submit a report to
the Committee on Conferences, assessing its experience in the preparation and
holding of the conference and, where appropriate, submitting recommendations for
future improvement. Such evaluation should also take into account, in the case of

conferences held at the invitation of a host country, views offered or reports
prepared by host country authorities.
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9. If it is proposed that the conference should take place at a venue away from
established United Nationsz headquarters, at the invitation of a host country in
accordance with General Assembly resoclution 31/140, the Committee should ensure
that a planning and review mission, whose composition would be determined in
consultation with the host country, is dispatched to that country at the earliest
possible time. Based on the findings of the mission, detailed cost and Servicing
estimates should be prepared and discussed with the Government concerned, prior to
the date when an offer to host is formally made and accepted,

10. The Committee should, where applicable, ensure that early arrangements are

made for the conclusion of an agreement between the United Nations and the host
country.

11. All servicing requirements for the conference should be as economical as

possible and determined on a realistic and detailed basis, preferably by the
Committee, as soon as it is established, in consultation with the host country.

12. In line with General Assembly resolution 35/10 C, the secretariats for
conferences should, to the extent possible, be provided by existing Secretariat
machinery, with such temporary strengthening as may be required for their effective
functioning, allowing for the hecessary mix of technical, substantive,
administrative and conference-servicing skills.

13. 1In consultation with the competent intergovernmental organs, standards of
staffing requirements should be developed for all Secretariat units involved in the
preparation and servicing of conferences and should be kept under constant review.

14, 1In the case of United Nations conferences dealing with economic and social
matters, the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co-operation may also set up a Steering committee, under his chairmanship and with
the participation of the heads of all the United Nations entities most directly
concerned, to provide guidance on major policy issues affecting the substantial
direction of conference preparations and, in particular, to ensure conformity of
the preparatory work with the general strategies and priorities established by the
General Assembly and the Econcmic and Social Council, as well as the substantive

co-ordination of such work with related activities undertaken within the United
Nations system,

C
Meeting records and documentation for subsidiary bodies

The General Assenbly,

Recalling its resoclutions 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967, 2538 (XXIV)
of 11 December 1969, 3415 (XXX) of B December 1975, 33/419 of 15 December 1978,

34/50 of 23 November 1979, 35/10 B of 3 November 1980 and 36/117 A and D of
10 pDecember 1981,
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Mindful of the action taken by the Economic and Social Council in its
resolution 1979/69 of 2 August 1979 and its decision 1982/105 of 4 February 1982,

1. Reaffirms that no United Nations body or organ shall have both verbatim and
summary records for the same meetingj

2. Confirms the present arrangements in regard to the provision of meeting
records for the General Assembly, its Main Committees and the General Committee;

3. Decides that, for an experimental period of three years, no subsidiary
organ of the General Assembly shall be entitled to summary records with the
exception of the following:

{a) Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Oceanj

(b) Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People;

(c) International Law Commission;

(d) Legal Sub-Committee of the committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Spacep
(e) Special Committee against Apartheids;

(f) United Nations Commission on International Trade Law;

(g) United Nations Council for Namibiaj

4. Decides that summary records shall continue to be provided to regular and

special sessions of governing bodies of United Nations organs and programmes listed
in paragraph 1 of the annex to the present resolution and to pledging conferences

or meetings of ad hoc bodies established for the announcement of voluntary

contr ibutions by States and determines that this entitlement shall not extend to
any of their subsidiary bodies;

5. Further decides that the exceptions granted to the subsidiary organs listed
in paragraphs 3 and 4 above shall not apply to any of their subsidiary bodies;

6. Reaffirms that any further exception shall require the explicit approval of
the General Assembly in a pertinent resolution or decision;

7. Requests all its subsidiary organs entitled to written meeting records to
keep their requirements for such records to a reasonable minimum, to dispense with
them, whenever possible, and to make wider use of sound recordings;

8. Confirms that summary records shall not be provided to special conferences

and their preparatory organs, with the exception of legal codification conferences,
for which the needs will be determined in each casey
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9. Decides that those subsidiary bodies which are entitled to receive written
meeting records for all or some of their meetings shall receive them when meeting

away from recognized United Nations conference centres only if there is a specific
decision by the General Assembly for each case;

10. Regquests the Secretary-General to arrange for sound recordings, in
the appropriate working languages, for all proceedings of those organs no longer
entitled to written meeting records in accordance with the present resolution, so
that such tapes may be made available with easy access to interested delegations in
accordance with the established practice of the Secretariat;

11. Confirms the present entitlements for verbatim records of its subsidiary
Organs as set out in paragraph 2 of the annex to the present resolutien and
reiterates that no Subsidiary organ shall be entitled to receive verbatim records
unless the General Assembly has explicitly so approved in a relevant resolution;

12. Urges all its subsidiary organs not entitled to written meeting records to
observe more widely the present guidelines on the format and contents of their
reports, as approved by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/50, which are
aimed at fostering the clear and succinct presentation of such information which

the Assembly needs for a meaningful review of the work of its subsidiary organs and
for taking action on their recommendations, by confining the contents of such

reports to the following elements:

(a} Draft resolutions and draft decisions recommended for adoption by the

General Assembly with, as hecessary, concise statements supporting or opposing the
reconmendationss;

(b) Matters meriting the Assembly's special attention;
(c) Details of voting, where appropriates;

(d) Decisions relevant to the subsidiary organ's own activities and
procedures, which do not require action by the Assembly;

(e) Organization of work and, where applicable, brief mention of opening
statements;

13. Requests those subsidiary organs that receive written meeting records to
avoid including summaries of the discussions in their reports, unless such
summaries are indispensable as a part of the statements referred to in paragraph 12
(a), (b) and (d} above, by referring instead to the relevant meeting records;

l4. Reiterates that in preparing their reports subsidiary organs, particularly
those receiving written meeting records, should strive to keep such reports within
the desirable limit of 32 pages;
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15. Requests all subsidiary organs whose reports exceed 32 pages to submit to
the Committee on Conferences prior to its next session, reasons for non-compl iance;

16. Reguests the Committee on Conferences to report to the General Assembly at
its thirty-eighth session on improving the effective implementation of the 32-page
rule;

17. Requests the Committee on Conferences to examine further the measures

listed in paragraph 27 of the report of the Committee on Conferences 5/ anq mak e
concrete recommendations to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session on

the possible implementation of these measures designed to relieve the overloading
of conference services;

18. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to make use of contractual
services for the translation and printing of United Nations documents, when it is
the most effective and economical method;

19, Requests its subsidiary organs and recommends to other United Nations
bodies to consider the recommendations of the Committee on Conferences contained in
the Committee's report 6/ at their meetings, and, through it, to submit their
comments on the implementation of those recommendations for the consideration of
the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session.

BNNEX

Organs entitled to summary or verbatim records

1. The following governing bodies of United Nations organs and programmes are
entitled to receive summary records:

{a) Board of Trustees of the United Nations Institute for Training and
Research (in English only):

{b) Executive Board of the United Nations Children's Fundj;

(c) Executive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees;

(d) Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programmes;

(e} Industrial Development Boardj

5/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/37/32 and Corr.l).

&/ Ibid., para. 83,
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(£) Trade and Development Board.

2, The following subsidiary organs of the General Assembly are entitled to
receive verbatim records:

{a) Committee on Applications for Review of Administrative Tribunal Judgements;
{b) Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaces
(c) Disarmament Commission:

(d) Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Pecples;

{e) Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories (when hearing witnesses);

(f) United Nations Administrative Tribunal {when holding hearings, only in the
language of the speaker).

Verbatim records are further provided to the Committee on Disarmamant (on the
understanding that the Committee receives verbatim records from full statements as
delivered and checked by the delegations concerned but without the use of verbatim
reporters) and to subsidiary organs of the General Assembly when holding meetings
in the observance of international days of sclidarity proclaimed by the General
Assembly.

D

Control and limitation of documentation

The Geheral Assembly,

Takes note of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on control and
limitation of documentation 7/ and of the comments of the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination 8/ and the Secretary-General 9/ thereon,

7/ a/36/167.
8/ A/36/167/add.l.

9/ A/36/167/Bad.2,

/o-.
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E

Electronic equipment in the conference rooms at United
Nations Headguarters

The General Assenbly,

1. Endorses the programme of systematic and progressive replacement ?nd
upgrading of the electronic equipment in the conference rocms at United Nations
Headquarters, as contained in the report of the Secretary-General; 10/

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit further proPosa%s fgr a phased
programme of equipment replacement and upgrading during the next bienniums.

10/ A/C.5/37/2.



