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...:~· · · : ,' {a-) ·INT.&lNATI01!AL r ~rSTRUMEi~TS : c ·;.rnmrct!s , DECLARA'!I\JNS wo 
'.". :•:- . · : RECOMHENDATIONS; · . 
·. /-f:.· :·. (b) · IMPLEMENTATION MACHINERi AND PR;.JCEDUilES; 
~ . · : ( c} ~ EDUCATIONAL MEASURES; · . . 
·, ·, . . .'-.. >"(d) : ORGANIZATI ON.AL AND INSTITUTIOMAL .. ARRANGEMENTS . 

·.L.>;··,.·Gen~raldebat~(continue~) -·. !-. · · .. ·· · 

( .. i .. .· Dr. TABA (tlo_rid H·ealth ' Organi~~ti on) said. that for - the World Health 

:~.- . .-:. , ·:= Organization (WHO) one· of t he most encouraging ·aevelopments . in recent .times had 
, . . . ... 

)·-:. :·. _:_ been _the inc.reasirig _in_terest sli;wn by Gover nments t hroughou~ the world in the 

.. · 

:·.·. , 
:~.1 .. .well·-being· of their citizens •. ·. Article· 12 of the Internatiotial Covenant on Economic, 

)i .~!-':~ Soc~al .a ~d Cultur.a.i Bights re6og~~ed 11 the right of everyone to the enjoyment of 

> :·: ; .·. the highest attainable ·· standa;d, of physic~l and . l!lental health"' and indicate d the . 

,. · ... ;_>.. -~teps 11hich should be taken to achieve t he full realization of that right . . Article 
. ; , . :, . !, . ' . . . " . . . • . ~ • . 

·.:/ :•. ::.• 25 :of the Universal· Declaration of Human· lights pr oclaimed the · right t o a standard 

·:_ :.;, ::· · o_f ·life_ adequate for. 'health and 'tiie· ~ight' to "medica:1 care ; and since it!. ince~tion 

:°t ··: :·;, ·. · WHO . ha.d , devoted all . its efforts . an.d · ayailabie. resourc~s to the realization of the 

.c·_· ... :. :right to health in the 'sense· of physical , mental and s ocia1: well-- bei ng . I t had ,_· 

;•. ·:··'·~· c~ns_i_stently striven ·-to ·_deepen the·_ s e~rch for a.gr.eem~_nt on _h~alt h . ;.,equiremen~s and 

/. :;' . :: : to 'ensure that the right ·.to health s h~uld be ex.e rcisi3d in th~ light of contenporary 

?.',._: ·:·: techni.caf and s 6ientific .prog~~ss· •. ·, I t ~a·s ass1~ting ·_Governments to CO· ordinate ·_. . 

<-:: ·. -~-.: ~nd ~pgr ad~ ·their _existing. services and, to extend co-ier~ge and ·· improv_e qualit y 

/.>.: -~ in _an orderly manner as resour ~es bee~~ avail~ble , . Mate:.:nal and child healt h, 

·.•-::.:. · · ~ ~ut rition, nursing , ne~l~h ~dlicatio~ ~~d envir o~ent~i health acti;ities and · · · . 

. : :\ '··: _'. programmes' and p;ogr~es 'to co~b~ t- specific -di~eases I -wer~ playing an impo~tant 

.. ~ :: ~ . i:-~l e in -~reparing .the way for . the eet~blislunent of b~sic health sex-vices . 
• I • ' • . ,· 

•• ✓ • 
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. ··•, ri/ p~suing their specif'ic aims; member States had _i~troduced modern he8;1th.:. :-- -~-
• · : • • • • • • J • • • • , • 

measures in areas which until then had known nothing . of modern medicine·~ :They .,· · · .. \ 

had carried out training progr~es for va~ious calegories· -of w~rke;~ . to ipe~ri.te ··O:' :_: ·:_··. 
, I . ' .. ' . . . . • . • . ., . . ! . ., ·: 

and expand the basic health services . The goo~ work done . by th~ _Health Corps in .· 

Iran was · an excellent example of what was b~ing done . : · . · :. 
' ' . . .,' 

WHO recognized in the provision of ·that asdstance . the desire of all people , · 
. . • : , .I _. • • • . - . • : •• • • 

for health facilities within easy reach of 'their home or · place of work, and the .. -·<· • 
need -~f all health a1:1thorities · for l ocal machine~, through which they c;uid. ' · · ·. · · .. 

implement ~ational healt h programmes and from t1hich they could receive · _- . •. · ... · . . . . .. . . . 
information about l ocal healtli conditions ~ The growing concern of .Governments , - . 

, .. . ' 

the rising expec tations of the population and· the techniques available to public :.· 

health au~horities now provided ·the nec_essary con_ditions ~~r pl~nning the ~;de;~_..: . 
devel_o~ment of basic health services once _the requir'e:d _ ma~power and funds wer~ _. · 
available; .. :.. 

The two inter related objectives af economic and _social .progress wer.e ' the 

conc-~rn of ·the ent ire mode~r. woria , a~a ~heal.th -wa·s _assuming·-~- steadily growing~ ··>O:­

illlportanc~ in t he evolut ion of a · stra teg~ for g~owth~ · -Tha·t was ·natural , · sin~e · · . ·: -_ 
inve·stment. in health improved the ·quality~ ?/hum~ res

1

ource_s·. one of th~ th~ee ·, .-~~ 

maj or sour?es .of economic growth . 

· . The· right to_ health raised complex problems which. called /or a variet)' __ of i::, ;_'. ·;< 
diversified but co--ordinated s?lutions w-i thin _a · global ·policy . ~c<;hniques _for · · 

the physical . and mental pr;tect.ion o:' individuals ·i·equired . constant; adaptation , ·. ·_, ,: .. ; : : 

with .due regard t .o the rapid progress . of 6cientific re.search and the c~n~eque~ces · ,. __ ·,: : 
. : . · . . , . . . . ··· .. . . 

of the social changes which wore tak:.ng ' pl:i.ce more and more rapidly . in all 

co~tr1e·s . · 1111:ne there was -~ need to :in~rdase .and diversify_ iihe infrastruct1:-r~ ' ,· 

. o:f ·health care services, techniques and imititutions should. be··established _which 
\ .; 

provided s:3qual opportunities to_ ~he inha.b:i,tan.t s ·of urban and rui-ai areas _. to obtain : ->_;' 
preventive and curative health services. of unif<irm quali t y . . . 

Nrs. ROSSEL (Si-t~den) co~s i d~red ' the p~a'ise which previous ,speakers had· 

bestowed _on the Universal Declaration welJ. wa.rrante~; ' -The- D~;i~ration had served 

both as _an inspiration a.rid as the starting point for · urge~~ .tasks t; be carried · -

· out by ·the international com,11uni t y . , . ' 

, .· 

'• . ' 
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The documontation before the Conference provided evidence of the wealth of 

i~ternational l egislation which had come into being since the adoption of ~he . 

Universal Declaration, on the init;ia.tive either of the United· Nations itself or · of 

the specialized agencies. JJnong the major instruments, her delegation regarded the 

Covenant on Economic , Social and Cu3:t ural Uights , the Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights and its Optional Protocol , and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Racial Discrimination ac the culmination of the efforts to transform the 

exhortatory provisions of the Univursa1 Declaration into legally binding obligations. 

The S-.redish Government had been among the first to sign those instruments and 

intended to rat ify all. of them. 

But while much had been achieved, a great deal still r emained to be done , and 

guidelineo/ and priorities must be established. Some work had beon done on freedom 

of information and on the elimination of all forms of i ntolerance and discriminatiQn 

·· 'based on religion or· belief, but the final results would not appear for some time to 

-come, and the position would probably be the same in the case of discrimination in 

r egard to political rights and discrimination against persons born out of wedlock. 

Her Governme~t had been disappointed by the ~canty progr ess made in r egard to 

· the implementation of the various instruments in the field of human rights . Among 

the ways in which the United Nations t ried to f ollow developments concerning respect 

for human rights in various parts of the world , the most widely used and most 

successful met~od had been periodi c reporting. The preparation of the r eports called 
' 

for so~f-analysis , and the publicity and comparisons which. the system entailed 

_exer.ted heal thy pressure. Of the other methods proposed but not t ried out , the 

most ~portant, in her delegation's view, was the proposal to resort mor e 

extensively to r egional machinery to safeguard human rights . The council of Europe 

had achieved some success in that direction. Her delegation agreed thnt a world--wide 

system of commissions , each set up by o~untrios \.ll.th a common background and outlook, 

-would be able to solve .most problem~ within the group of countries concerned. Ther e 

would, however, also have to b0 as final authority a contral United Nations body , 

".'.:, whether a High Commissioner for Human Rights, an international court for human 

rights or some other institution. 
She did not share the view that the various measures and proposals vith regard 

to ·unplementation necessari ly constituted a duplication of effort . It could be 

useful to test out var ious methods of implementation simultaneously for some time. 
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Meanwhile , until it had been deci ded which methods were the most satisfac.tory, the 

Commission on Hwnan rights . would have to act as co:-ordinator.. Her delegation felt 

strongly. that questions of i ~plementation s~ould for some time to come be given muc~ < 

more prominence t han had r ecently been' the case. _,. 

\U th regard to priori ties in the future work progrrumne , her Government, felt, 

fir~t of all, that apar theid in South Africa and South West Africa and the f onn of 

raci al discrimination existing in Southern Rhodesia should be treated with part icular 

urgency as constituting violations of all norms of decent behaviour and of the Charter. 

To achieve the best results, co-or dination between the organs specifically concerned 

with human rights, the Security Council; and t he General Assembly, should be as close 

as possible. Secondly, the campaign against illiteracy deserved special attention. 

The abilit y to read, which enabled a9 individual to acquire a knowledge of conte~porary 

problems and of the rights which governed his and nth~r people 1 s liberty, was a 

prerequisite f or the achievement of full human rights . 

Suitable pr ominence should also be given to efforts , in particular those of 

the United Nations Children 1s Fund (UNICEF), to assist those .who wer e most vulnerabie 
l • ., . • 

and in need of help. Similarly, t he plight of r efugees had continued to be one of 

the priority areas of Swedish assistanc~ activities_, and Sweden fully subscribed 

to the statement made by the High Commi ssioner for Refugees and pledged its continued 

whol ehearted support to him. 

Her delegation was glad to see that the rights of women const i tuted a special 

item on t he agenda , but r egretted that it was .still necessary to deal with human 

rights and the rights of women as t hough t h0y were two different topics , and her 

country would work individually and within the United Nati ons to eliminate the ,,. 
distinction. Sweden 1s aim was the development of the world into a society of true 

equality without discrimination of any kind. Men and women should work together, 

fr9rn planning f or the well- being of the family to the fonnation of society as a 

whol e, in the political and administrative organs which ~ould have to make an~ 

implement the relevant decisions . 

famiiy planning was well known. 

Sweden's active interest ~n the question of 

In r ecent years, whenever the question was dealt 

with i n the General Ass~mbly or elsewher e , attention had been concentrated on the 

inter-relationship between population growth and economic d,::;vel opment. There were 

reasons for that, but the fact r ~Tl'.ni ned that the population situat ion of any 

country was the sum total of the situations of countless individual frunilies of 

human beings. 

.. 



.. ' .. 
()n the question of .capital punishment, 

Conference. wouid make appropria~e ·reference 

recommendations to, the General Assembly . 

she exp~essed the hope that the 

to t he subject when fonnulating its 

· · .As from the;,_ end of 1968 Sweden would no longer be a momber of the Commission 

or-o~ the -Economic ·and Social Council , and sh~ would like to conclude with a few 
. /. ·-. 
i: \ _. _ _- general observations . based on her own experi~nce and on Swoden I s participe. tion in .. ... ' 

-:- .. ·: th~ work of those · two bodies . She hoped that the · letter and the spirit of t he 

· ::. , tJnl versal Declaration would guide all future effor ts towards a truly positive outlook• 

', .. · '•'" .. ' Thus , the troatmen~ of the question of freedom of information must not turn into an 

.·:._.·· . ... exercise on t he control of information, nor. freedom from discrimination into freedom 

~:/· ..... to ·discriminate . · The principles laid down in the Univer sal ~eclaratio·n on those and 

:_.·::·:·' · :othar matters vere admirable as they stood, and any elaboration of them in a 

:>/ : r _estrictive direction would be a r otrograde development . 

The .very fact that human rights constitutod a highly political question 

r endered the drafting of lega~ provisions particularly difficult . While i t wa·s 

natural for any delegation to 0ndoavour to eoo that any· point it ~,ished to 

· safeguard was oxplicitly cover ed in a text , that resul~ed in provisions -·,: . 
. '.:.·.: _cliar actez;ized by political compromise rather. tha~ juridical clarity . While 

·.! :_ .. ·.-::i t might . no longer· prove po~sible to ·dra£t conventions iri the simpl e nnd exalted 
I , 

·.~---,; . language of the Univ<=rsal Declaration, she thought efforts ·would have to be 

· -: · ·, ;. · mad0 in the dire·ction of· a . more general and less specific way of drafting. 
' , 

·. ~ ·.. :: Swod~n was _concerned that political consider ations , which f ell within the 

.- _.:. _ comp~tence of other Uni tea Na~ions organs, wore increasingly ·occupying the t ime 

.:., •
1>-:. of ,or gans specifi ca+lY concerned with huma.n , rights . Although the intentions 0£ 

.. . ,. 

thoso who introduced ~uch con5ider at~ons were wor thy , that was bound to r esult ln 

a · decline in the United Nations auth9r ity and usefulness and in th0 general public's 

confidence in it , which was the main element in· the mornl force of the Organiaation. 
. . -

•. · There might be something to bo said for equitab~c geographical distribution . '· .. ' .. 
·. \ : · ·when. the problem was to mako known the viewpoints of diffet;ent regions of the 

: · . ... vorld ; but it was a different matter when cha.ir s ~round _the committee table were 

·.·. ·--.;· constantly empty, while people r eady and qualifi ed to participate wer e kept out from 
. ' . . 

· ' the deliberations . She hoped that in future when the question of candidat ures was 

. _discuescd , steps w~uld be taken to make c~rtain t hat the countries to be elected 

. could nominate as their r epr e~entatives fully qualified porsons able to attend all · 

meetings . 
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Th~ .g;-owing ·tendency to . label representnti i~~ a s We~t~rner ; , Asf~s·, : etc . , was , 

regr ettable.- .iu:lmittedly , t he att itude ·of a. del ~~ation "i.1as ~o~t~n influen;ed by ,it~~-
. , 

r egi onal background, but it was not. a:!..wn.ys so , She hopea t hat i t would . prove 

i ncr easingly ·possible fo r r epresentat~v0s to consi der each othe r firs t a nd f or emost · .. 
-, 

a3 human beings , each and every one s t riving to improve_. conditi ons for mankind· as . · _. · . ·, 

a vhole. 

Mr . ALFJJ.lAS (Cuba ) :;aid thn t th,3 pr esent ~onfer ·ence p r ovide:d .a suitable 

setting i n 1.1hich to analyse b~wic humen rights . All werG aware of the wide gap 

bctweE:n th0 aims of t h<> Univer sd D_,:,;claration and the actuc.l state of affairs in · 

the wor ld , 

The Univc r5c l D~cluration r8cognizc~ · t11e right to an adequate s t~ndard of liv.ing; 

yet onl y one thir d of the worl<l 1 s populati on .had· enough t o oat. In Latin• America-, : ,. 
\ 

which s hould be n wealthy continent, large number of people wor e undGr -nour ish_od , 

lived in wretched hovds , u~r e illiterate and r eceiv~d no medical attention • . As 

t he h er oi c leader Er nustc Che Guevara had said , th., development of his co.nti nent was 
. . 

s t ifled nnd_ rctard~d by the vicious circle of inflation , unempl o~ont , and for eign 

indebtedness resulti ng from Hs r c~ati ons with the Unit ed Stntos of Amer ica . Every: 

year $2 , 00(1 million ext racted frol!l t ho impoveri shed ~'?.ti n-American e~onomy found their · 

way into yanlrne coffer s . The yankee im;,Jcr folist s spoke of Latin American inf eriority 

but ., i n•thc .. wor.ds of i?idel Castr o , that inferior ity. was the hunger imposed on thoir 

peopl .;,s of, Lat in America by i.r.ip_er ialists and coloni alists . 

-The Universal DGclQr ation recogni zed the right to health, but under pr esent 

conditions over 10 per cc.nt of children died -before the ago of one , and malnutrition , · 

di sease and_ cpid.;;roics were ra.r.tpnnt. The r ight of the s i ck to medical and hospi ta~­

at t~ntion must be pr oclaimed . T'ao Doclnration recognized thG right ~o educat ion and 

culture , Y':t more t hnn 700 million o.du:!.ts in the world wore illi terate and more ' t han 

ha.l.f the childr en or :.chool ago di d not · r ecei ve. even e. primary education. The ·' 

Decle r ati on postulated the right t o univer sal justicu , yet t~e majority o~ tho· world 1s 

popull\ti on, parti cularly 'in Asia, Africn £l.!ld Lut i n· .t''Jnoricn was~exploited and sub j o_ctcd 

t o condi t i;ns of unemployment ·and under-employment nkin to ·~1nvory , 

·How w~s it pos~ibl~ to speak of t te r i ghts of childr~n cnd_o~ t~c family when 

imperiaJ.ism had cmb1~aced t he f:io -call.0d "popuJ.ntion explos i on" theory wi t h its 

lfoo- Hcl thusi:m im~licnti ons: The impcr:i.al_ists wishe,d to put m:1 ·end .to po~crty by 

el~i.na:ting _th'-' poor, but surely in the prosent st..t,1;; o~ kno1;1l edgci no limit could be 

St.J t .- t o the number or huma n beings which th<:: earth ·conld suppor t • 

. , 
. •.: 

: . . . , ·. 
; .. : :~ ... -.. .. .. 

. , 

..: 
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· How could t he ideal of the f r01:; human k ing bo recognized unl~ss the mini1m.m1 

conditionp existed to 0mbk every humnn being to e.njoy his bo.dc rights? How 

were human rights to be ·enj0yod under the criminal condition!l i mposod by 

colonialism, noo colonialism and imperialism? How coul d thos~ who violated their 

le::gol international oblige.tions be; expected- to r espect an instrumE:nt lik.:; the 

Univer sal Dcclara~ion of Human ilights whos0 force was merely moral? While ~uman 

d_igni ty. o.nd hwnan r iehts were incompatiole with those "1ho distorted; alicna ted 

and violated ~11 rights , Cuba 1o Pr~sidont had challcng~d anyon~ to deny that in 

his country all .the material and economic mGnsurEJs to guarantee the exorci se of 

humnn rights wore b~ing implemented. 

It .. had been agreed the.t thG present Conference should devoti;;" pn.rticular . 

attention to t he rights set out in nrticles 2, 3 o.nd 4 of t he Univ~rsal Declaration, 

Indeed the international commu1_1i t y had achievud a •virtuo.l consensus on the pro·c,lerns 

of discriminr.ti on and npc.r th~id .. that i gnoble sys t em cha.racter ized by forced 

labour, pove·rty, malnutrition and rnoio.l tension. The !:k:curi ty Council and the 

General Assembly had adopt~d ma.ny resolutions on thos0 ~ubjccts, and the EanduJg 

Confer encp of 1955, the Belgrade ConferGnce af 1961 and tho Cairo Confurence of 

1964 had nll condemned racial discrimination. 

The problems of :racio.l discriminntion nnd apar theid ',Jer e closely rdatod . 
\ 

Ther e was , morcov&r, n close link b0tw0en irnperio.lism :i.nd r::lcism which wns manifested 

in a common ideology , common economic aims :ma· compl um~ntary politicul and mili tary 

structures . Strategic reasons made t he United Stat e:.; imporialistc doclnre thr>.t 

the frontiers of t ho United St~tco ~nd t he Western wcr l d rc.n through the Azor es , 

Angola, Moznmbique and Portuguese Guine~. 

The Special Commi ttee on t he situation with rGgr.rd to t he Implementation of 

the Declaration on t he Gr~ntin~ of IndGpend~nce to Colonial Counttics ~nd Peoples 

.had condemned tho activities nnd finnncicl methods of t he interru-,t i onal CQ~panies 

which exploited the nntur!'.l resourc0s and those ; r the African populati-on f ox- their 

own exclusive benefit . But the impcralist Power s sup9orted racist policies and 

ignored the Uni\ed Nations recommendati on3 , wit h thu su~port of imperia list 

foreign intorosts and t ho financ i al b~cking of foreign monopolies ost~nsibly 

contr ibut ing to the material progr ess of t he territories concerned . Moreover, 

it was nuthoritntively establi shed that foreign economic and financi a l activities 

in south(;rn Africn wcr0 not r0strict;ed to inves tment and trade. but el:io helped 

to strength~n discriminatory labour policies and exploitation of the populat ion. 

As well as supporting r acist GoverrunE.mts , ·the imperiali sts were over ~ly opposing 

acti on to implement human righ·;:,s nnd t h0 r ight of sclf--dctorrninntion. 
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1he United States Gover nment used the p~etext that United States t r ad~ and 

other economic activities in South l,,frica we re c.irried _on _by privnto intorcsts beyond 

its contr ol. It wo.s , however , well known that the Uni ted St[:te0 Gover nment had 

ordered the suspension of trndc vi th Cuba, so that the l-1xpknati on could not bu 

accepted.· 

Racism was an instrument of impe:riali sm, and its eliminati on must be :,>r efaced 

by that of imperialism, which usod. racism· o.s u basic tool of oppressirm nnd 

exploitation nnd took advc.ntage of chec.p l:1b0ur in many ·Asian, ;.fric~ ~d Latin 

Arnericnn countries in an attempt to conver t t he countric::; cf tho Third \.Jorld into 

a vas t hinterlo.fld dominated by i ts intGr Gsts . · Imporialfom rejected the u~iversnlly•• . 

proclaime·d pr inciple that all men nr e bor n f ree o.nd equo.J. in dignity -.and rights nnd 

reaffirmed rccist doctrines which constituted.'.'. r 0crude:sc.:,ncc or the Hnzi t heory of 

Aryan superiority. 

In the light of the r ecent r 0solution adopted by th0 United !fati ons Commission 

on Human Rights ·condemni ng rncist id0ologios , i t might . bo woll to cono i der the 

brutal discrimina·~ion prncticcd throughout ·;·h~ United Stl\tes of !.T.lcricQ. It should 

not be forgotten that tho Unit0d Stntcs impcrialints made more than ~~4.-,000 m.iJ.liotl 

a ye3r out of tho oppres sion of the North JJJlcricc..n n0gro and ineqti~lity in hi s 

vorking condit ions . The r esponse of the N .. ,rth Amcricl'.n ncgroes had vari ed frolil 

the Civil War for the f r eeing o~ the slnvos to t hs nmcd a.nd violent disturbcnceA 

of •the pr esent do.y . • They were closing ran!rn for th0· strug3le:, and the days of 

white supr emo.cy 'in thG United States were numbered . 
Lating Arne:ric:i wnc an ~:xploited continc.nt in which the chicf' vi ctims were the 

indigeno~s population:.: ncgro and hnlf-c~3t0, who wore subje::cted to nlJ. sor ts of 

discriminntory lnws and practice3 , ThGrc, l ibwiso , the Puerto Rican~ _co.me "Ll.."J.d~1-

Uni tod States colonio.l dominction. The: Uni tcd Nc1tfons mu:;t reclizc t he. t the 

continuati•on of t.ho policy of discrirninc.tion and npnrthcid consti t utcd n crimo 

a era.inst humanity and , n serious thrc:i. t to vor l d pen co !md s~curi ty . The grct'. t ., 
majority of Member St utes were agreed that 'iihe .Unit0d Nutior.s must effec tively 

promote tho implement ation of hWlu,m rights and denounce the growing coll.nbor::i.ti on . 

between r acist. ~1•a colonialist regimes nnd t he nssis ·umce they r e:cei ved from cortc.i.1 · 

for eign Pow!3rS and economic intercst8 . They · ur ged the im;ilcmcnt~t ion of the 

Security Council and Genernl Assrnnbly r esol utions on the ni tua tion in South Africs, 

and believed that the Security Council mu:;t adopt m<.:nsu:;.-ci:; of coerci?n under Chapter 

VII of the Cho.rtcr o.nd impose . compul3ory univer so.1 sanctions i n a.1.1 t he r e:gions of 

t he world in-~hich racism nnd discriminnt ion h0ld ~way . Cuba hnd mnde i ts atti tude 
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}/ .. ·:to tl:ie pro_blem cif"discrimiriatio~- and .apartheid clear by denouncing the materiai -

·. ,, 

.>_·,.:-:~ ass;stance that- thc-- imperialists , - principally the ycnlrees , gave to the r,1cists 

·:. :.~~ ·: :.-~d. coi~nialist~ . · · 

\!./-'·: ~~-:: The.· legi_slation· of Cuba~ o. rnul ti--rocial -country, formally prosct"ibed discrimineti on 

·\.:_' ·/ ~i· all kinds; but· it wns only with the triumph of the rovolu tion thn. t discrimiro tory 

) '.:···:•~ractic~~ had disnppeared forever with tho .suppression of_ tho Qconomic and social 

·; . ' .. factors which enr,;endered t hem. 
·, ... , (,. 

-:. ' . •:- .. : . ... ... I~ }he. intGrno.tiono.l sphe~e, the revc-lutionary Governr.ient wui:: co.rrying on a 
'·: ·.~ ~ . 

:, ; .. ·: continuing crunpaign against imperialism, col-Jniali:::m and neo-coJ.oniaJ.1sm which were 
;. ,· •·;. ·.· . . . . 
;:. :· .. ·. the sources _of · all violations of hunnn rights, particulo.rly racial discim.ination. 

:_,: · ,' : ·Like the· Special Commit tee , _Cuba had denounced b ot}:l the closo link between South 

·::·.::.:.:~ .~rican-:r;-a.cis:31 mid the i~ter~sts of the::. in1?crialist monopolies which controlled 

; -.-~ _; . t _~c natural resources of southern Africa, and the J.ink bctwee,1' the United Sttrccs and 

'_::. ·. <t~e . racist regime in Pretorin . It vas hardl1 surprising t.ho.t where segretntion in 

~ .· -~\ s~h~ol5 and lynchings and assassinations . of negroc:; wer,:; t olerated, th0 United 

• ;:,"°;" . Nations r esolutions should be flouted . The efforts of n.11 Sto.tc.s int6rostod in 
. . , 

:·'·.' ··. p~aco v.nd freadom must ~e co-ordinnte:d in order to defeat the United Sto.tcs 

:;t ::··_nuchin?,tions and· offer nctive rmppo;t to those fighting for nationa.l fre0dom or 

: ___ :· ... :resisting ·i.m.perialist -nigression. · Cuba did not bolie~c that the Gcncrnl Assembly 
' ~ .: . . . . .. . 

··.,; .. ,:.should condemn the r acist . regime in South Africn.'a.lonG j it must also condemn the 

: ·. fundru:1ental b1:11wo.rk of colonialism, racism and r eaction -- United St3tcs imporiru.ism • 

. ,_:' · The idG~~ogy ~f. inperio.li:3m· hod· t wo ''ba.scs: rucism . and coloninlism. There were 

-~·· . ' ... ·still nation~ in Africa,. the Hiddlo Enst nnd Lo.tin America under the colonial yoke . 

'. ·: -.~ · .. -·Toe co.se of Puerto Ri.co , incidentally, ho.d been placGd 1;1pon th0 ngendo. of the 
·. ~\ - -- ~ ~cia.l Col'lU!littce·. 
. ..... . . 
· ·.: ... . . Ho wont on to describe the cburnctoristics of noo--co1onialism, quoting the 

statement by ProsidEl~t Dortic~s·, . o.t. the 1961 Bclgrcd<i' Conference, tha.'t perfidiouo 

and violent methods wore used to ensure the survivnl of forms of colonial o:x:ploitation 

· or to create now forms of 'imperialis 1:, dor,1inution : · 
: . 

• .. . ~n hiij dolegction 's yiew, th<:: chief or the 11mnjor . obstncles 11 r eferred to in 

· rigenda . . . item 9 waG :i.mporinlfsm, and above o.11 yn.n~ee :i.mperiali sm'.. The serious 

. crisis in the Midd11.: East wns due to thc.t policy of intorvontion, o.3grc~~ion n.nd 

; ...... plunder ca.rriod out by Ynnkeo imperialism everywhere . Ho wondered how it wns · - , . ' < ,. · : possible to spenk of humnn rights in connexion with those v ho we1·0 the perpetrators 

·: .·oF the n.gression nnd plunder of which the Pal<::stinici.n people had boim and· wcro tho 
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of Cubo. ,,'1h,j ho..d snid th~ t th.:: · gr::.ve · crisb ,' \.rhich hnd c.risen hi · the,: He:A.r · E..".::t · · 
~ . . . . . . .. . 

\l~s ~lso cittribut n.ble t :, the policy of int.,rventi0r{, .. ti.g~'l·essi ~h r.i,d plunder o~sucd 
by Yc.nkee imperialism ov0rywher o · and had dec:;Lared thi-.t_ Cuba vholehem~t-edly · sup!)ortcd : : ·. : · _: :. · 

the A.r°ab ~e~pl~s in thoir st'!~uggi~ to reconquer _- the ·territories cccil?ied. by Isr.'.1:;J:.· . :· 

He wondered how those who uere t he perpetrator s of· the . cr iminal r.ggreosion whic;1· .. 
Yankee :i.mperi~lisr:1 Wl'..G carrying out against tho Vie:tn..'tlilOS~ poop1'o 

accomplices . could ::.pec.k of human rights; 'i:.hc.t aggression constituted a flugran'.:, 
I 

ox.ruaplc of genocide. In Viet Nrun tho UnHcd Stat~s had unleashed u \mr, the m:>tivcs 

for trhich wore dospicablo, and whoot:: nims wore unlnwful ·nnd rn.: thods crirainal . 

The United St.ntcs ho.d committed in Vi<:t--Nrun· a series ·of crimes dufined and 

condemnud by interna tiono.l lo.w, and wa.s ns guilty c..s those i t h."\d i tsclf accused · n t 

Nuremborg . 

In the. f::-.cEi of colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperfo._lisr.1, tho pooplcs of 

.. 
' ' . 

the world must demonstr ate their revolutioruiry solidarity with those whn -werc fightir"'ci 

to eliminate su_ch evils , and t he o.rmed ~truggle_ should_ foi"IB a . un~fyi~g and c~lichtcning 

el8mcnt frorn which n new conscious11css of ' human rights uould ~merge , · General Assembly _ 

rcsolutin~~ 218') (XX) nnd 2202 (XX) rooognizod tho legitimacy oI the ~trugglc or 
. ' 

peoples uhdcr .~olonio.l domino.tion and.under t.h0 regim.~.of apa.rt~cid to impler.iont 

their r ight :to independence . nnd -,qunli ty, and thn t rccogni tion extended . to u_ll the 

... ' 

peoplos who were combating impcd:olism engendered by · c_olonin.11.sm nnd • fnf;cism, Th·o · • • ' .. -:: 
disdain · of .·_the ·colonialis·i;, 12nd imperialist- P_owcrs for the United No.tions recoM9ncktions 

and for world opinion must not bG ~llowod to pass unchallongod . The Gener al Assembly 

had cclle::d upon t:11 l-lem.bcr Stn.tcs tc gi ve noro.l , politico.l and Mtcrial assi s ·~nncc 

to movements· of -national liborettion in southern Africc; mid t)lc . gre;ntost. contl'ibution 

\lhich could be me.de by States ;:;inccrdy desiring to c;nf01.-ce: r espect for human righ~s 

\/D.S to · gi v~ -the mmc.imum moral and ph_'(sic~l :=;~pport to pcopl.es which, with woupon7 in 

their hn.nds·, vcrc fighting for the con~uost of thoso rights . 

M.r . Pi',US (Norway) cx;_:>r essed the thnnks of his Government for the goncro1:1s 

hospi tnli t y extended t-:> t ho Ccnference by. the Govern.,nent of Irnn. 
Tho Confere:nce , although convonod to obscr'vc the ' t.Hpnti~th e.nrd :vcrsary of ·i",ho 

. I • 

adoption of ·t~e. Universul D~cl~r nti~n of Human Ri ghts, h~d in addition a m0re scrioas . . 
task , namely the prot1otion and the safegunrding · ?f hum.en rights . Hork in that ~ea 

wqs one of the_ r.min . tasks of ·th e Uni tcd Nations and n bnsic d_uty in its efforts · t'o .· 

maintain pe:acc • . Hnrs und other international conflicts vory often wcro the direc t 

result 0 £ lock of r espect for human rights . His delegct ion· had coma to . the Confor0nco 
\ .· 

: . ·. -· . .. 

,· .; 

,. 
' 

.. ·. 
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with high hopes that tangi~le measures would emerge ~hich would represent a forward 

step in the endeavours of the United Nati ons to ensuro p:rot<:?cti on o.nd respect -for 

mnn 1_s fundamental rights and freedoms . It would give fuli :ind loyal support in all 

such efforts . 

It was difficult to denl with h1.1IJ..~n rights problems with detuchment. His 

delegation hoped, howE:ver , that emotions would be held i n check in the discussions 

and would ~ot hinder positive ~10rk on thnt unique occasion . 

Before commenting on aspect~ of h1.ll11D.n rights vhich he believed to be of 

pnrticular relevmice to the C~nference , h0 wishud to exi~r ess appreciation of the 

excellent wor k done by thQ Prc.p::u-o.tor;y Commi-\:.i:,cc o.nd t o thank Secretariat Bem1Jer3 

and others who had prcpnr~d.useful bnckground'ma.terio.l. 
The _holding · of an International Year for HUlJl.'.ln Rights would und01.1btedly bring 

r esult s .' Norwa.y ho.d set up nn Action Committee for celebration of the Interno.tionnl 

Year, 'with the active support of the Governnent. ~ts work had resulted in increasing 

public inter cut in human rights questiom; nnd a. growing awo.reness of the muny 
, ' ' 

problems involved, thus giving~ new 'impetus to nction nt the nntional l0vcl . 

There was a ::;trong need for sprendi!lg knowledge about human ,rights matters, 

about the vnriouc internationnl inst~cnts in th~t field, about the work undertaken 

by the U:ni ted .Nations and the spociaJ.izod agencies nnd, lnstly, ab,Jut the obli'gntions 

governments hr.d unde1~takon , It wns not propugnndn he had in mind but real education 

~f the ·1)eople. The dcy wciuld probnbly come when the teaching of human rights would 
-

form part of tho qurriculwn in educ~tionnl institutions throughout the world. 
' ' 

· Protection of hu.mo.n rights could i1-:>t roly solely on intermtiom:.J. instruments, 
, 

however useful those might be, nor -cwen on nntionnl J.Gginln.tion. Public opinion 

would be t he decisive fnctor in ensuring full respect for the fundamental rights and 

freedoms of fellow 1ndiv,1dun.1s nnd fellow nations . 

Ho agreed wit h previou~ spen.ker s th..~t, while progress hed been llllldo since the 

adoption of the Universnl . Doclarntion, there w~s no re~son to r ejoice unduly , i 
pnrticulnrly in view of the pcrsi::ltence of rccinl dir.crircinntion. I 

The statements by the · Dir~ctor-Gcnertl of tho United Nations Educntionnl I 
Scientific and Cul turcl OrP-uniza.tion (illIBSCO) ond the United N:itions · High Commissioner 

. I o 

ror R~· ,_. .. ~es had po.rti culnrly il'.!lpressed bim. The magnitude of the bcttle ·a.go.inst 

illi ter .. ,y nnd the pr oblems of the refugeon wore indoed striking, o.nd it might well I 

, be t hat th•J ~elution of those problems ··vould prove to be ronong the most pressi ng tasks 

in the field of ·h1un:1I1 r ights . His Goverl'l!'lent would continue · to support all efforts 

in that direction. / 
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__ Norw::.y .ra3 :-. p~r ty to more intornationd · instruments in tho hur.i.n.n rights field 

thnn any· other Si:,m~c , and h:-.~ r.::contly signed the Iutcmcti ontl · Covenant on Economic, 

Social nnd _CnHt.i·=.l idghu;, t110, Int'?r nc.t i ::-,nn+ Covenant ·on Civil· and Poli t icaJ. ltights · 

:md the Sption~l Protocol an<i hoped to be c-.bie to r o. tify then shor t J.y .. Their entry · 

int o f orce 1-m:; ~f the atno:;t inp.:,r ~ancc and ho trusted th!:':t it would not be long 

delayed. 

Whilo · t.hc ·hdoption of the InLcrnc.tionnl Coveno.nt::; in ·1966 h~c1 been o. welconc 

step f orw0.:.·d, n;_ich r0mo.i m:,d t0 be done: . ' Incrc:-.ncd u:.tcntL::m should be paid t o 
. . . 

questionLJ _rclntod to the status of 'W'omen .'.lnd tho stc.::;1.!s of- children, pc.r.ticu.lr:.rly 

those born ont of 1-1cdlock. 

In his Govcrnncnt 1s view, t he systO!l for the pr otc~i:.ion of hum.an rights laid 

down in 't he In·c<:1rnr.·::.i onc.l Covono.nts a.nd the Op·tion(D. Pro'l..0col , ,)uing t o the lnck of) 

efficient internr.tion.:i.l ffi{'.chineq for ir.p~.emcntn.ticn, was -r.ot sntisf~ctory . His 

G!">v cr nr.1ent uns well cwnro of t.he persi st,ing n.nd tindc.r ct:-..ndnblc r ol:-i~tnncc to accept 

supra-natiom1l j.trisdiction, bu~ th0 mngnitud0 of the oiwtn.cles shoEld not be nJ.J.owca: 
I 

to prcve:nt nttcn!Yi:.s to i':i..nd W(!YS of 0vcrcon:i.ng thcr.1. Norw['_y ha.d , in fa.et , become 

subj ect to in'~o:..·1W.t ionn.l c 0ntrol in rccoJnizing the cor::petcnce of the, Eur ~pe~ 

Court- or , Hur.um Right s . 

HC:; thought · t ho.t :i. Uni t.ed lbti ons High Com::ri.ssiono:..· f:ir Human _;light~ migh'i. 

provid~ ~ cffic1er.t ;1on--bur0tmcr['_tic i nt crn:1tional contro)_ of r. non judicieJ. nnt u:..·c. 

He ~greed t.hc.t ·i;he t in.:: hnd comG t"o pcy r.10rc scrbus n.ttontion t0 the problor:1s 

cr(,nt~d in ·i:ha fiold -Jf hllT!lnn . dghts by technological dcvcl opncnts . 

~fr . •I_EI't_~ (i"0od a.nd J..griculture ;1r grmizatfon) spcG.king o~ b.::hnl f of the 

Dircctor--9enernl of thr; Food .:1.nd Agricul turo C;rgnnizntion (FA0) , who hc-.d u.nfortun~.tuly · 

b 0 en unt'.bJ.c, to ni;tcnd t ho Conf0rcnc0 pe;r z,mc.lJ.y , Gcid th,,.t food stood fi r st tlEong t he 

nc.teri~l needs of ron. The right to n.detjunt0 fo0d ~nd to nn adequate sta.ndnrd of 

l iving w :i.3 n. i'undo.i:10ntnl hu.-:-im1 right , ns p:..·1:>clnincd in ·.;he Uni vcr::;o.l Doclo.ration 

•:Jf HtUnnn RiJh~z nnd the Inte;rnctionv.l Coven:mt :m Eccnor.uc, Socio.1 nnd Culturd 

Rig h t s • . Pood , \lhich ua.s 17ii.J 1 i::, bu.sincss, h~.cl t o be, consi<lcr cd in the corapkx human , 

1 · - · 1 · 1 a 1 · ' · 1 1 .. · h · ~ ~ "' ... "."'· o-x1,,t-.i.ng in · socio. , c~.t·c;,!:..•n , cornn0rc10. o.n p o l'vlC.:::.... r<: :: 1,1 0ns l p:-3 01 ·,ouny , "" ~ 

a wq~ld of mislmder stc.nding nnd conflict3 nnd divc:rgent inter ests. m th the 

inst~t c oramunicc.t i on that naw spc..nned the ilcib-~ , new mw:tns of destruction cN1.ld 

bring n cor.1r.1on c.nn:t.hilnUon , nnd gigr.ntic .famines and pestilclnce£ could rnv~gc vnst 

r e gion5 · ~nd tu-bun a.;.•0.:i.s . N;; cqui vnlent mcr-l1 or s oci~l cor.•.mmi ty h.:i.d been · achieved 

t o counterbnlunca those fncts ,,f physic~2. proximi ty . The peoplc,s of t he world hnd 
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':' .; _! not yet discovered how to li v;:; together . .. ,.. . 
t\ .:· . ' ~. . • ' • • • • • . . 
' ;°',.·: . . :the universnJ. p r1:1c:1.::>L1s 1.U11t-1n17 c:11 nnd thus tr:i fc,r:tc :.,,10'1.T thQ irill to net 
~-·· • •. ' . • •• f✓ .. - • • • • • 

: . ·: ,.: . ·· .. t ogether for thGJ coxr.J'.,lon good . 
" • l • •, • • 
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The Confcrence 1s · tl'.sk was to r eaffirm 

. : . 

~--.. ~ ;, .. • /. : since it~ inception, 1''!.0 !1r.c~ been engaged. in hel!)ing t,, achicYc the fundamental 

t',~ .. : ·:_ ·'gocl set out in tht:: Uni ver_s~l Dednrn tion . Undor its be.sic Charter , it was coilllili ttcd 

//?:. to· -p; ~moting th~ common welfare und in pnrtict9-nr to rc.ising nutrit ion levels r.nd 

-~~-~ .. .-~. _living str.nda:rd~·, ii,pr oving pr()duction o.nd clistrib~tion :,f food nnd agricultur:il· 
, . J .. . .. . . 

·r:' _: .. .-_: .. pr -:>ducts nnd bottering· the conditicn~: ')f rur.;l popula~ions . Twenty yc:'.rs cft,er :;.ts 
,, .· · .. 
-:·,;··.<. /ounding , _FAO's Coristit,1tion hr..d b0cn amended to ntr:to that its objective was to 

-~~ ·;·. __ :_· ensl:re hUlllrulity 1s f r oed.J!il from hunger ; and nt its f 01•.Ttcentb seseion the FAO 
, . . · ,. ~-
. •:··_... _Conicrencc hc,d 0.<l.o:_:rt.cd n declc.r~tion r egv.rding the Intornoti6nnl Yer..r for Human 

,-' ··: / ~ghts , proclaiming 't)mt the future of tllll1kind n..~d the pe~ce of the world could not 

;_(··, ,:~:· be secure t;lens r.1an' s . fundo.monto.l right to · freedom from hunger was universnlly 
.,, . ., . . ~ 

· ·_- · ~ · _: recognized·, · nnd th .. 'lt the granting pf thnt basic right ·wou.1d further t h e achieveu1.:mt . .. . . 

·:- · .· ;- of nll other human rights · ns defined i n tho Univ0rsnl Dcclarntion. ... . . ., .. . . 
' .; · i:. :: · llumnn rights did not exist .i~ f. vo.ctnlI!l; nor ccittld they be ei'fectively promoted 

.:-::,: .:·.<· or· ~a.fcgucrdod _unless ordinc.ry peopi'e ho.d ~ccesu to goods o.nd sorvices excoedfo.g bnre 

:;'. ~-- ·· ·piinimum needs·. F.A.0 1 s prir.tr'.ry concern uC'.s with people ~ngcged in ngricu.l. tur c in a.11 

,i ••,:::_: ~-1:ts· plw.s~s . In n:-.ny ports of the world thosc .. peop~c continued to live n.t o. subsistence 

' '.: . leyel, o.nd F!:.C1 s e.ffor.ts wcr~ imod' n.t chcnging th,. Gxisti ng cycle of low productivity 1 

·' '. •. · mo.lm.itri t ion, !)OVcrty mld dis~asc: 

, .. /. . Social .justice for the individuo.l r equired na.tionnl socinl justice , and in the 

;_>. :'.·:wor l d or der , n rn.ti0nn.l nobilizo.tion nnd distribution of resources . The accomy>lish-· 

·· ).. ment of ·Lho:s<, ends 1n tu:1'n requiX:ed .chc.nges in .a. tti tudes 2nd pr o.ctices, for which 

.-.. , ~• o.'dequa te poli tictl n.nd nornl ;;iot i vn ti0n uns needed • 

. .. _ . . : .Tli0 Freedom frc-n Hunger .Ca.r.i:po.ign hc.d a. t wofold object,1ve : to cr eate worldwide 

.' _. ; <·unde~stonding of the no.ture , grovity QJ,d. urgency of the world f ood situation and 

··:_. ._: :: .ther eby to create the will to tclce essent ial c.ction for solving thnt problom. As tho 

: .. · .. · . ~~~ond United Uations ·conference on, T;.,_de nnd Developra.cnt hnd .r ecognized , 'lihe conscience 

_- \ · .\of: the world hnd been nlor~od to 'the dangers_ nnd .urgency of t~e problem, and it wns 

_-: • '. · now f or the prcs,:mt Conference to ln.y the foundc.tions for prnctico.l nction on tho 
.... .. ~ . . . . . . 

':_'.. . '-,: be.sis of p'Jlitico..l a.nd· r.iorcl rlotivntim_1. · · 

,:·.,. The growing youthf\llness of the worl d was nn6ther fnctor. tha.t was prompting FAO 

..... :·to· increctse -~he -~empo of its work . The . age -group o~ t wenty , five yenra and under, 

·_: -'. n~w ~ta.nding et betm,~n 40 and 50 per cent -:,f the t otn.1· population in most countries , 

.' · would br .:mother deci!.de or so beconc c.s high ::1s 60 per .c1:))'.lt . The implications of 
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tha. t development in terms of employment, :educa~ion / ·h?usiqg and social · facili t 'ie5 : . · < , . .-
ver-.;;. -~~-r.i. -;us ~ :~et most natio~al d~vei-~pment· ~l~i,(w:e;e · ·;aili~·g •:t~ ' hle the~ -:i~to· · .· · · :. · ·; <;? 

,, . . ,. ' . ., . . :': :. · ... 
account . - The most happy augury j n . tha.t. si t uat.iov.'._ ii~s·· the uo~ld-uide de~nd for ; ./. . _. I . 

socia~ ju~tice · ·coming from the· young everywhere . · . They -~e·re ;e;using to accept the .. · : · · .. , .' i/,;· 
. ' • 

undesirable as inevitable and indeed . were ques.t'ionirig_ the very bases on uhich a.flairs 

were arranged, .Welcoming that healthy phenonien.on, FAO had instituted a. special 

programme, The Young klorld Appeal, desig~ed· to. involve. that gener~ti~·n ·more ·eff~c:.ively~· _( .,., 

in developni~nt . . . :., _ ,, 

Acute human suffering a.nd hardship attended: the grim f~od ·-problem.:. T.he_ probie~ • . . ,' .. . . . ' . - . . . . . . . : . . ~ ,/ ., .,. 
was not merely a hwnanitarian one but was closely linked .uith aid , _trade ·and the process•.: _. · . . . . . . . . .· . . : ;, · 

of economic development . · Although it_ would de~line i _n . relative importance as overair_ ;_: : . . · .. • 

econ~c ac_t~ vi ty grew, nonetheless agriculture would remain for. a long · time to come , ; .. • '/ 

the l!:irgest ·sector of the economy in nea._rly all_ ifove_loping countries.·• The . rate of . . · ' · · ··· 

growth in those countries ~,ould ·be iargely detemined by the rate of growth in 
' • . ' . .. 

agricultur_e; a main source of foreign exchange . earnin~s • . :. 
.. . .. ,, · . 

The. Conference was concerned · with. the human probl em and must bear -in mind thr:.t . : · · 

half ~f .the world I s popule:tion was suffering· fro111 hunger or malnutri t~on · or both. · . · . · .· . · · . 

Those· _food · aeficiencies were reflected ·in . reduced a~tivi ty or capacity· for · .rqrk ri.rid~ · · :;. . · · 
. ' ., 

in childr en, in retarded physiqal -devel_opment . The world ·protein gap was grci.ring ·.· ·, 
. . . . ' . . ' .. , . ·. ' 

a par ticularly serious matter i'or· the :physical and mental development of children.. . . . : . 

Indeed~ mortality· among children, , ai:t~ough oft~n a~cribe~. to· more medic~Hy. or s·o~ia{li. \ · .: . 

acceptable causes, was often ·at root due .to ~unger. or malnut~ition; · · · · · · / \ ~-, 

Owing to the population ex:!)losion, the .probieni of increasing world food· supplies : 
. . .·· \ . . 

was both one of removing existing deficiencies and -of providing .food £or a rapidly 

growing ,population. The task wo.s a formidable ·one when reckoned in. terms· of the ~apital 

costs f or social services, health, · educ·n tion and . rion--produc ti ~e investment such_ as 

housing • . ~For ·that reason, FAO had .consta~tl~ a;gued 'thut -~opuiati~n growth and f~od . . . 

supplies mu~t be considered together and that international and other action should : • • I 
L 

be t -aken in_. the full light of the close link between the t;wo, · : .... ' . ' '. 

To give some idea of the dimfnsions of food denand for the future; the projected 

populati~n increase would require -a _ 60 per cent increase · in ,foqd Stlppl~E:S t?Y 1985_ in 

t he developing ~ountries, merely to maintain e_::ri.sting co~sumption levels. · In order · 

to close the nutritional gap· and to meet ~he · rising dema.nd for -food following ·upon ._ 

rising. incomes, 'as well as to reduce .the impact on budgets caused by large·· food imports, 

. . . •, 

. ' 
food supplies in· the developing countries would hav~ to _ grow at the rate of 4 per cent , . . 

• ; . . 

_-; .. 

:.,:/~~)~f ;> ·:_·)-.}. - I 
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per year, assuming an _over-all gr owth rate of approximately 6 per cent and a population 

· growth of 2. 5 per cent . · 
Undoubtedly the goal could be attained, given the c_ourage and the will ·to act . 

SUfficient land ~d water resources were available; what was needed was to .improve 

land -tenure and utilization practices, eliminate shifting culti vation and uneconomic 

land-':'-se patterns and Dake,available \.'ater supplies for double or t riple cropping 

_'. ·. , . where that wns feasible . Technology end science could provi de the answers . For 

.- instance, r evolutionary new varieties of wheat and rice .had been devel oped which with 

careful adaptation could offer yield·s three to four tiraes greater than the traditional 

variE;ties ~ . Wide---scale investments , going ·ro.r beyond anything whi ch countries wore 

. •.: .'- ~ow making available, were • needed, together with the provision of credit, extension 

services and marketing, transpor t and storage facilit ies. Waste due to dlsease and 

pests must ·also be combated. 

A~ .f or the r ole of the devel oped countries in eli.r.tlnati ng hunger and malnutrition, 

food aid would continue to be of the ·greatast importance . In t he long run, dependence 

on such aid must cease , but f or the time_ being it could make an important contribution 

, to agriculturnl and general development . Secondly, there was need f or increas~d 

t~chnical and financial assistance. A rapid r ate of economic . growth r equired adequate 

savings nnd i nvestment of as much as 20 to 25 per cent of national income . The goal 

of 1 per cent of ootionril _incoroe to be made .available -by the developed world , set by 

the United Natio~s General Assembly, had been raised by the second United Nations 
. , 
: ConferencJ on Trade and Development t o 1 per .cent of the gross national product. The 

level of international assistance was still well below ~dther target. 

The third and most important factor was trade . The FAO commodity projections 

to 1985 indicated that i.Iilports · of agricultural products i nto the developed countr ies 

uere likely_ t o grow at less tho.n 2 per ·cent; per year . Accordingly , solutions had 

to be f ound to replace policies which protected high-cost f arming, discouraged incr eased 

:consumption 6f agricultural products by truc::i.ti on, and discrimin~ted against tho 

· mo:vement between countries of processed or · :.emi--processed pr oducts. New and improved 

commodity agreements and arr~ngements 1 finn.ncial schemes rel ating to .international 

def~cit payments , diver sificati on, nov approaches in regard to synthetics , improved 

productivity in natural products , assistance t o facilitate t he development of · · 

agricultural processing industries in the developing countries - those and other ' 

stops were essential, 



... :.. 

. .:.' 15i -:-' ··A/CONF. 32/SR.ji >_; . 
;;• .. 

In tlia' gen0ra.l context . ~f' agricu.1 ture, ocn I S rights.· undoubtedly acquired 1l '. / 
. . ' ,. 

special _and c:pecialized signi_fico.n?e . : :Man was tro.di tiop.Q.lly relia_nt upon the ~and ·. 

and the '.fO_rk_. of his ho.nds, a fac_t often o;erlooked in tho thermonuclear age , The 

persisten~e . of hunger and mn.inutri :t,ion must be regarded ?,S a continui_ng social 

injustic~_of concern to all bodies and indivduals . 

The PRESIDENT invited the representative of Israel. to speak in exercise 

of the ;I'ight_ of . reply • 

. Mr. Klt~\F (Iraq), speaking on a point of order, said he wa.s reluctant to 

take up the ·C0nf0rence 1s time ut that late stage of the meeting, b~t felt bound 

to pr otest o.ga~nst once again having to hear the representative. of a country that 

was committing aggression against States_Me~bers of ·the United Na~icns . The 
' . . ' . 

represe1'.tative of Israel, far from refraining from exercising _the_ righ:t of ·reply. 
. . .. . 

in acc·ordance vith his stated intention, w~s seeking the floor day after day; and 

ii' he we.s to be heard every time he wanted to attempt to justtfy his Government's·,. 
/ . . 

aggressive policiGs, that would be tantamount to put~ing ·a premium on crime . His· 

own country h::i.tl been hesitant about attending the Conference at all, for it bud 

not wished to ·be present at meetings in which an aggressor State was also 
. ' ~ .. 

participating. The Governments of Portugal and South Africa, however dishonest 

tl:eir policies towards their .subject populct~ons, · had been honest ~nough at least · 

not to attend. 

The PRESIDENT, interrupting, request~d the representative or Iraq to keep 

~o his p0int of order. 

Mr. I<.RAL!~ (Iraq), co,i~inuing, said he would ask the President on 

proced~rnl grounds to deny the. right t~ speak to .the representative of Isrue~, 

£or exercise of the right of reply would. not right . the wrongs perpetrated by his 

Government ; ir..dced, in the circumsfance.s, the so--called right o-r: reply violated 

the rules of procedure and the work of the Conference should. no l~nger be d0lo.ycd -

by di.scussion of the pol itical matters whic,h would undoubted).y be the subject of' 

t he reply. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the rules of procedure contained no restriction ' 1 . 

which would support the objection made; he would accordingly rule it out of order · . 

and .inVite the ·representative of Isrµel to . speak in exercise of the right of reply. 

. , 
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·::<, :: .. . ·. : .. · _Mr~ ·COMAY (Israel) said. -that the representative of Iraq obviously ·preferred 

\\/ : that those who were o.ttacking. Israel. should not have to listen to a legi ti.mat1a 
,.-;r .•. , . . 

·;:.;,·_'..J .. defen~e. If th9 r epresentative of Iraq and o.11 other r epresentative3 of .Arnb States 

~; '.i.
7
/ ·. ~ould · cease launchi~g· vicious atta~ks on Israel,. there ·would be no need for h:i.s '"' . . . . 

·/:·~· -.· ·a.elegati'on to put. the r cco .. ~d strnight. On that occasi:m, however, the representative 

~.\::'· .< or Iraq.-had leapt to the fals~ assumption, for the remarks he hnd to make had no 

:~),'.._ ... · r efe~ence either to Iraq or to· the si'tuntion in the }tlddle East . 
- ./:: . •. <- •:· · - .. His delegation had listened with deep sadness to scme of the rE:-11JSrks mad1e on 

t:/.; the pr evious day. by the Polish repl"~sentative. P0lru1d had a special pla.ce in the 
. ;,': , . 

_;-; - . .' history-of the Jewish. people. Before the S~cond World War, its Jewish coromun:lty, 

·'/ /·.'. ~ which had been es:tablished in Poland f or generations, had numbered three and 1!l. bnlf 

. . · million. Despi ½e problems or" poverty and anti--semi tism, the community had been a 
I ' ;-.:_ : • • . • 

;· · . : vigorous and creative one. The Nazi occupo.tion of Poland had led to Hitler I s 

. :,.,. so-ea.lied "final .s~lution of the Jewish question", i . e . t he physical genocide ?f the 

· __ ·,:,' .:. -". · J e-ws; : and the Polish Jews had · c;nsti tuted about ·hal_'f of the six mHlion Jews 

:·>:> :·: sla~ghtered ~t th~~ time. The death _crunps ·or Poland f ormed a m9nstrous roll ,of 

dishonour on Polish soil: 

.. . . . . • Today, .there· were only s_ome twenty-odd.·thouso.nd Jews left in Polnnd, and it was 

>.' . -shocking to note the revival of o.nti-semi tic attacks upon them. They were being 

~ >,< ·.: made the pawns . of an internal power struggle and · the scapegoats for current unrest, 
.. , ' . •' ' 

.1'._· ·· :· . as well; as the butt to bolster ~ unpopular stand on .the Middle Eo.st conflict . 

·< ·· · :, ·.Even c~mmunist . par ties elsewhere in Europe were _expr essing concern at that 
. ' . ' -

-~: .' ·. : _:· dsvelopment, which vas a source of revulsi on 8lllong dec0nt and civilized men 

\· ·: : · ~veryw-here. _ His delegation did l)Ot believe that that ugly phenomenon was an 

.· . · .. authentic expression of :the· spirit ~f the Polish people, n people tho.t had given 
• I •• • . 
. ; . · so much to the. world's culture end had struggled so 'tenacio~sly ~n the past f ~r 

-· its· national freedom. 

. ;, 

He would refrain from giving chapter and verse in suppor t . of his asserti,ons 

and in conclusion would merely cite a repo~t appearing in that day ' s issue of 

. ". ,. ·Tehran Journal, quoting moving words about the current wave of anti--Jewish 

hysteria. in Poland l!,'ttered by the world-famous concer t pianist··Arthur Rubinstein, 

.who himself was a Jew gf Polish origin. 

' .. · . 
. ~ .. 

The meeting r ose at 1.10 p.m. 

I ,' 
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