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· In the absence of the Pre~ident; Mr. Cassin (France ) ,, Vice-President , took 

the Chair.' 

. ·· REVIEW OF 'PROGRESS ACHIEVED AND IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED, AT 
:~ .. · . . THE INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND NATIOMAL LEVELS, D1 THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE 
· .· THE ADOPTION AND PROCLAMATION OF :'HE \,'NIVBP..S.U. DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 1948, 
; · PAR.TICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDE.RTAKEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED 

·AGENCIES (agenda item 9) (A/CONF .32/4, A/CONF. 32/5 and Add . l, A/CONF .32/7 and .Add.J. 
_ and 2, A/CONF. 32/8-10, A/CONF,32/12, A/GO?lF .32/13 and Corr . l , A/CONF. 32/16, 

.. , A/CONF,32/L,9-L,ll) (9.2,_n,.tin:!!_e_q) . 

EV ALIJATION OF THE EFF~CTIVENF.SS OF ME'f.tIODS AND TECIDHQUES E.l'.fPLOYED IN THE FIELD OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS AT THE INTERNATIONAL AND THE REGIONAL LEVELS (agenda item 10) 
(A/CONF.32/6 and Add. l) (contin~ed) : . 

, (a) IiITE:!:iNJ~'fL)NAL INSTHU:-U:N·rs ; CON\T'£i'ITICN3J DECLARATIONS Ai'iD RECOOMENDATIONS; 

: (b) 

. . . . ( c) 

(d) 

. I MPLEt1iENrt..TION MACHnnmy .AND PflO,~DulIBS; -. 

EDUCiTIOt~i\.L MEASURES; 

ORGANIZ ~TIONAL AND INSfITUTIONAL .ARr~GEi."tENTS. 
... Gener al debate (continued) 

Mr. SAARIO (Finland) s tated that the canpaign for the defence of human 

rights and fundunental freedoms had gone beyond the stage of definition and was · 

e~ter ing the phase of implenentation, which alone vo,Ll;d gi ve meaning to the results· 

of the first stage . The.Universal Declaration of. Hunan Rights had ~chieved a sta tus 

.which transcended the early expect ation of its eh-afters . It was r efl ected in many 

'national constitutions and international instruments . The Covenants were even mor e 

effective instruments than the D8cl~ration, since their provisions wer e binding on 

the St at es which ratified the~ . They actually went beyond t he scope of t he 

Declaration, in that they laid down principles such as that of the right of peoples 

. to self- determination and to dispose of their natural wealth and r esources - a 

·pr inciple which had asst1r.1ed crucial importance in the last decade and which extended 

. the scope or· hur.ian rights beyond indivi?uals to certain national entities . 

Furthermore, the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights made p1·ovision for the 

protection of minorities, 'fhich ~era ~ot to be denied their cultural, religious and 

li'nguistic right s . The weak point of the Covenants was that t heir provisions wer e 

binding only on the .States whicq bocl:ll'le parties to them; and States which were unable 

· or unwilling to assume the r esponsibilities entailed by the Covenants would not 

ratify t he~. I t would seem appropriate, therefore , t~at the Universal Declaration 

· of H~~an Rights should cease to, be ~erely a solemn r ecomrn~ndation but should become 

an integral part of international law and as such binding on all States • 
. For that pur~o~e, it was necessary to· devise implementing machinery which would 

be accepted by all Statos . It was true that the Covenants as well as the Convention 
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on the E.l.imimtion of Racial D.iscrio.inati.011 already tna~c provision for such machinery~ 

but their applicability was limited-to those States which were parties to them; the 

Conference should endoavcur t o devise · uni ve~sal r.,achinery. 

Ti10ro oxipte<l nlready ti .t'unr1, of experience of v~.rict1s types of impleme;1ting 

ra3chinery. I'he r epc,.r.ting s ys tea of _t he United Natic,ns had pt-oved particular ly useful 

in a number of -specific instances; it ha d been l ess effective in conne~ion with 

repor t s o~ a general nat:ure . A second sys~em ,-:c::s thc.t cf communications , by which a 

government wau.ld :.:oport, t.he failu·-~e of another gc.·.re~U':ler.t to fulfil its obligations ; 

world opinion woul~ thu:=; be aroused, which might·. i 11duce tl1e offending gover nment to 

cori-3c t viola t:i.ons\ 

An effect:i.ve :~mpler.:o3nti.ng m~c!1inery, if univcr.s:::lly· accep~ed, would be one. that 

pen'!i tted aggrieved i!ldividuals and groups to peti ticn o·,• •> ··:.~'11:lin to international 

cgurts about \i.c] :>,tfor.3 o·::- huni:.n r-i ght-s, As yet,> th.:i.t· po!-;sibility was provided fo( 

in only a i'e i.r specific c ases, 1·or c;.,.rupl e in the Optl0.:1al P:·otocol to the Covenmt l)D 

Ci v 1: :.~~d Po:.i t_;i.ca l ~.ig:·1 ~,P . 
. 

_In keer,1.ng · ·.;::.. ~h its ~-r :id::. t.:5.or s, Fir,lanc! hcd e i 6J1~d the Protocol and was preparing 

to .,:'lt.-~.: y it; H .. i.shcd to ccnfirrn j t3 wil1ingr>.ess tc ?.s sume ::..ts international and · 

Howev-)r C:E>::;:i.~~ble it vas the"t ai l tl!~ Stctes which rati.:'ied 
•, 

t:10 Cfr·J'e:-i~nt on. r,ivil 'lnd Poli-ti~al fil {;hts should ilC CC'p~ the Protocol aS well, it.. -:.. 
• I 

wouJ.d sc,e.rcoly be :re~~ s -1:ic 'tc eX:'"lCt -ha~; t he d g!lt of petition would be univers3lly 

r ec r: gn:L::;ed so~r, c.:1d th<}t State< w•JU.• 6 a.banr:l-:-n their con:;'3rvet:i_ire attitude with regard 
. ' 

Th-2 ~rad:-;dca] consequence was that, 

wri .. le 5.t \-:11.3' g~nerall:r e.d.T_i. t t ~d th-,t. r·espect io1- and 0bsn-:-vt'!n.:?e of humo.n rights were 

c-:F i .ri.te:-·t1'ltior,.:1l ocnc e·.:n, ne.t:..0,1, .. 1. -,o s>i::re..:..i;a:..J· p.r:-o(u ,,..1. .;~d ar.y l ntel'vention by an 
. . . ' . 

int.ern~tj_on~l <'.:-g::n ir. tit~ e'.:.::;-:t of a 1•iol:.1t.i on of humen ri.gh ti: . To facilitate 

r e cogni t::.on of' the right t.o pctiti.on, · it · '..'ould pe;-l->~j.'s be o·dvi.sable to set up national 

mu~r..ine:."";,· , t!- r- :i 1·eg'~o:1'il nach.~ns=-:i:y and ; when app:copriatG1 the necessary international 

machinery ; 
Finland had experience of -t-,;.> ir,stitu~ions with 1-::iich i t had r eason to be 

. . 
sati.d.'ied: the long--o~tal>liohed institution of the omb1.tc1 :::-1c1nJ who was elected by 

' . 
pgrliament, inde p~ndcn~ oi t he ex::u~ive orrrnch ~~d co~?atoni to he~r complaints and 

whc 3 e r-iu~c1·-~isory funotion::i extended. ta the cou;:t::i , -3d'lli;i~.::-tr.:itive bodies and other 

pub)J .. c ::iuti!-:;r:i. t.:i.cs ; and t}111t. of t~e C:1ancell.:,:.· ::-f ~Tustice, who was competent to 

e ,··n.se the sdmin:I ~t-r <J. tion of justice, pe.rticu:1.1?:·ly _in the field of human rights . sup •· 
The ·j_rnplenenting maci1ine:ry bid <lown for the processing of petitions under the 



··< E~.1:~J:,ean: ·j~iw~~ti~n on. ;un:e.n Ri.'ghts ·exe.r.iplified a~ ~ffective r.iethod at r egi ona~ ~eve'l, 

~ / 11:; did. th~ · co-oper ation betwe~n t he Hordic countries with r ega::-d to l egi s lation 

' . . :. ~oncerni~g human ri~hts·. . · 

. If one looked et the uchieve~~1ts si~~Q or.c could s~e that the various 

·.<trnited .Nati ons bodies had been particularly ac tive in thE: f ield of discrimina tion on 

) g~ouuds of sex • . ·· rn addition· to v ar ious studies· and r acomi;iendations , there e xisted . ' . . . . 

. ·.six Conventions on that subject., and t~he General Assembly had adopted a Declaration in . \"', . 
• .. )Iovembe-r 1967 . T}:lat ·_wa·s a gres t s t ep forwar'd. . At the theoretical level , consider abl e 

'.,<"'~ :::-~gress had been achiaved ; . but much remained to be done through lsgislative and 

:_-·, other measures to ·ensux·e the. observance of wot1en 1s rights' Rnd to secure ~quali~y in 

f .:t~e fi;lds. of ed11.o a tion, vocational troining and r ?munerat i on . 

, . Ref erring to nnother funda.J!lental right - tha t of f amily planning - he said he had 

•. been g::.ad to hear the Secretary-•Genersl stress the matte r i n his inaugural speech. 

·. · 'i-fu~tever the methods adopted, tlie utmost imp~rt~nce should i n any case be attached to 

: , ccuc~tional measures, for only they would bring about the de facto r espect of human 

'./ r-ig!).-t.s, of the· dignity of the · human person and of• his fundamenta l freedoms . In that 

·. cc~1.exion he expr essed satiGfaction with the progr runr.te of o.dvisory services in t he 

'.·.'. field of human r~ght s, a~d expressed the hope t hat r.iodern educa tion~l t echniques would 

·. ;be placed e t the _. ;service of the pr·omotion of bUEan rights and fundamental freedoms • 

-;: . . !-fr. OZGUR ( CYP.ruS )·, . after r eferring to the aims of t he Teher an Confe renc~ 

;(~hich r eflected the vords of the United Nations Chart er ) , said that its task was a 

~-· .c'i_~fficult ·one for it concerned r elations between human· beings. The Conference should 

''.:· 1,1.3k_o evezy ~f for t to adopt posi tive steps for t hfl def enc e , protection and i r.iplement a tion 

.: ·· of hur.ian right~, 

: ·._: It vas M nkind I s boast t hat it had r eached t he highest degree of civ.i.iization in 

·:· i:t~ entire history ; ·it should otrive colle ctively to combBt inequality ; yot ther e . . . 
-:surv!.ved discr iminatory r Acial practices which were an affront to civilization . The 
~ . . ,' . 

elJ,mination of such practices vas ~ task · in which his country, anxious to comply \J1th 
'. : . , . 
:: ~he decisions of the United Nat ions , was doing its part . Another f orm of discrir.rlna-. ·.. . 

:•. tion was coloni alis~ ; in that field, however, it w~s gratifying to note certain 

.'·· ~dvances in recent years , s everal countries having a t l ast obtained independence , 

·. 'Ihe United Nations had played an important part in the process of emancipation. Even 
• ; t l 

.- s?, -. the process of decolonizati on was not ye t completed; it was importan t t hat it 

.':s n.:,u:!.d ~e complet ed ss soon ,as p~ssibic . ! 

: ···: · ·The United Nations had als·o made every endeavour to a waken mankind to the 

· ~ealization that the pr ot ec tion of human _rights was an international r espons.ibility, 
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,_ .. ~.'. ::< .. . .. · .. . _: ........ ·., .. ~--:----•::-· .... ~: ~;:-~ .. ' .' .. =··· ··.,. ·.·> ;:·-:· -<-·. 
and · it h~d· endeavoured to formulate measures to di'schRrge · that' responsibility; He · · ···· · 

.. • • 1· • ; • ·,. •• • • • • • . • ., • ,= ~- ··, .. 
e numerated the various instrucents adopted by the · United ·Nations in · the field of ·. · ·. · :-... :·.: 

human. rights; · Cyprus had ratified r.iost of them _and i ndeed ·. ~ntendod to r a tif'y them a~i : •<·'_.-·.-_: 

The Conference should review the ; emaining obstacles, ·evaluate, the effectiveness •:} ·:.:>> 
. . . . '"" . . .. .. , 

0£ the methods used and formulate a progr amme of neasures to be t aken ~o achieve its . . · .. -' . 
. , .,. . . . . ' .. , . . . . _). .-~ ... "' 

aims . · One ?f i t s most .urgent tasks ·was to e_nsure the effective implementatior1 of the .· ·. , . / 
. ,,. , . - ... _ . ;:, . · .. ':: . 

pri nc:1, pies and rights which had r eceived universal acceptari?.~ in theory . ., .... , - .... , \ .. ,•. ~ .,. . 
It was true that among the organizations of the Unite~ :Nations family ext ensive .· ·,. ':-,,·· 

• , ·· •. : ... ' .. ► , 
machinery -was in existence for dealing with hu.11a~ rights . .· That · machinery should be· : · .. , · . :: , 

.. ·-: : .·. 
evaluated, expanded and ·vhere ·necessary iI!lproved , but care should also be t aken to · .. : · . .- :~ .:· .·. 

avoid. conflict ing and overlapping· procedures , · He w~s convinced that a w-ell-balan~ed , ·_.,• :··. _'._'_·. 

and carefully co-ordinated int ernational syste~, ~cting in :co-ope~at~o~ .with -~egional ... ·· :/ <· 
organiz~tion~ ·i n ·the field, would prove to be one· of "!,he major ass~ts oft·~~ Unite~ .·,·. '\·_::.'i, 

'I • • I :' , ::, , 

Nations.· 
.. 

The ·confer ence had aroused greet hopes which· ough~ no·t ~'to be. b_~-t rayed. It 

shou1d write ' a new chapter in the history of. humm rights ; · it was in• that spiri.t ., . 
that his delegati on vould try to r.iake its contribution • . 

. ·· .·: Mr~ LINDT {Svitzerland) r egarded it . as a _hopeful ;sign that tho Conference 

was b~i~g ·held in n: country which was handlin.g the ma jor ~roblems of t he day 1,d:th 

s u c h . skil~ and vigour . The con~ept . of tnman· r ights was not new, 'but it ·he.d been .. . . 

1 e£t -f:o _ the t'.lentieth century and the ·united Nation.s .to arnalgamat·e the ,ideas .in o~< • 

lJniv-ersal Dec;i,arat1on . Hu.~an r i ghts were a vast mosaic 9onposed of elements whose· 
' . . 

importance va~ied from country to . .. . country .and l,/hich could be ·expanded .,:fror.i generation 

t o g~nez:ation. . To translate the concept of human rights into r eality was a . veritable 

l a b o ur for Sisyphus , for wars were constantly undoing wh~t .- had been . achi_eved; even 

the 1rit ~r ne t~onal Year for Human .. Rights, had beo'n ~ very· i'esting time for many- r.ien; .. · ·. 
. . , . .. . . . 

owing to· wars . 
·. -.. ·., : 

.. · ' : 

' 
. .. ··. 
-·, ·. 

s-wi:tzer~and, for example, had a t tained its present seren·e eiid stable condition. after . 1;• 

Long y ears of_ struggle and thanks t"o . a spirit of n~tual toterance . · • 'Yet, even the . ~ :•,- :.::--.:-:·· 

SwiSS c~nstitut i on still con~ained certain vestige·s ·of .~eligiou.s intransigei:ce and, • , .. :· ; 

l t h.ad ,to b~7?onfessed, made 'no provision forwomen 1s . suffragoi .the 'Swis·s Governm~nt···· 

itowever; firmly resolved to r emedy those tw-o anachronisr.is . , ,. 
\'aS ? · . . . . ' 

• ·J:n•. addition to the old yet still topical P;~bler.i of t~e protection of minori_ties , . ·:. · · ::·:-', 

~ r eferred briefly to new ~sychologicei problems: · t echnocrats tended to sacrific·e ' .· · \ .:·:;', 

4io :tndi vidu_al to_ th,e efficiency and r ~?idity ·~~ cat erial ~.chiever.ient s ! -9.t the same 

ltnJe, t,her ~ was no hope of corivincing ,the young people of the d~y· of the velue• ·or 
~ ·. : 

\. :' 

i• •· •.·· . . 
•,. •• . 

. \ .. · 

. ' ' 
.. : .. •· -· ... , . 
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human rights \L~less those rights became more than ~ere talk and could be seen to be 

a rcali ty. In tha·t _respect, a very heavy responsibility rested on the Conference • . 
' He touched on a third problem of a gan~ral nature : the wholly new questions arisinB 

out of the dynam.i_c expansion of science and technology. Men wer e pr obing further 

eve-ry day into nature 1s secrets but were not very capable of assessing the social and 

- hunan r~perc;issions - boneficial or deleterious - of those discoveries . In those 

_new domains, no very clearly defined law was yet in existence ; it was important to 

. ciefina . the law, _or else tho t:.•adi tional human _rights mi ght well be gre.dunlly eroded. 

__ 1ne noecl a:i:-oses the:;.•efore , for the creation of a body of international law for all 

which would take account of the ne;1 powers· \ll.th \./hich science had endowed man . In 

cvnclu.sio;.1., he pointed out that t here had been unanimity in the ideas expr essed 

dliring the gener al discussion. If that unanimity could but be translated into 

positive :r:..·oposals, the Conference would not be a m~r d cor:nnemorati ve meeting but would 

instead mark a turning po.int in the development of human rights. 

, M~ . MEDANI (Sudan) s a id that underlying all men 1s endeavours'to advance and 

i'm;:>•:o\·e t,heir lot was the idea that all human ~eings had the same right~ irresp~ctive 

or 1·ace; colou:·, sex: or social or national origins . 

'I·'.1e signatu-::-8 of tho Charter in 1945 and the Proclc:1111atlon of the . Uruversal 

Declaration 1n 1948 had been based on the r ecognition of human rights; unfortunately 

, . scrr.e Gc·,•er·nr.ieni:.s like that of South Af:t'ica and the regime in Rhodesia did not see 
, 

- ·: .these rights except in the ~ ght of their own local laws . Hence it was for the 

: Uni t.eJ tJ4tir.ns to wo:-!~ for the overthrow of those r egi mes which constituted o threat. 

l-o peace and se.::urity. 

I n t ne cct!rse of t.,.:enty years: the Universal Declar ation of Human Rights had 

b•~cor.ie pa::-t. or' internat.:\.onal l aw. 

Sndan h oci. .sot up a committ ee of thirty eminent Sudanese for the defence of huroan 

r ights. 1'her~ was too littlB time to consider his countryrs Constitution in detail 

o0: to conpar.z its provisions "1i. th those of the Universal Declaration on Hume.~ Rights • 

Hm-:over, it -wes worth l"emarking that fundamental rights and liberties were ~bodied . 

· in a:,ticle 5, paragraph 1, of the Con:3ti tution vhich prevailed over all existing or 

. f 11tm•e ::.-a, .. ,s. Th~ provisions of the Universal Declaration which had. not been embodie~ 

~.n 'ihe Co:1sti~ution of the S~dai:i were only I!linor ones and tbe forthcoming Si..danese 

l:_~:-::,~,.:ibl:- :'or ,1~1::..cl:1 elections were just about to be held 1o1ould consider how best to make 

gooci t.ho!le def':-.ciend es . 

In his first statemer:t he had mentioned t he atrocities committed against Arab 

l."lstoad of replying to that point, the r epr esentative of Israel had 
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launched into an attack on Sudan , ~ccusing it of massacring ~illions of negro~s 

in the southern districts of the countr-1 • That was absurd . 

. What had happened was that 1..rhen British troops had left Sudan in 1955 a localized 

mutiny had broken out in the south·; most of · the victims , hovever, had been Sudanese 

fron the-north . In any case, the responsibility for the situation lay with the 

colonial Power, since the Sudan had no~ attained independence until 1956. The : 

Sudanese suspects arrested on _t~at occasion had been ~ried. in court and defended by 
I 

lawyers; tho~e found innocent had been released, othar s had been sentenced to te:r;ms 

of' i mprisonment. 

· In that connexion, he referred to the Closed District Acts , the l egal code in · 

force at the ti~e in southern Sudan under the colonial Power; their aim was to hinder 

contact between north and south, and aft~r the proclamation of independence they had -

been repealed. · Their obj ect had been to foster hostility batween the two parts of 

the country. 

ii.fter an _unfortunnte int~rlude las ting from 1958 to .1964 under a military 

government, the Sudanese nation had restored a civilian Governr.ient, which had 
. . 

re-enacted a Constitution that r ecognized the rights of all citizens . Sudanese had 

r eturned from exile, and all the 

t o settl e the country's probler.:s 

countri~s had sent participants 

its success . 

political parties in the country had held a Conference 
I 

in a pea9eful and democratic manner. Other African 

to the Conference and thereby played their part .in 

General elections wer e at the moment t aking place in the Sudan in an atmosphere · 

of liberty and del?locracy. All parties and all areas were taking part and 60 out of :no 
of ·the seats were ollocated to the southern part o{ 'the country. The facts spoke for 

themselves , and the Sudan was open to visitors who could see the true situation for 

t h emselves . 

Breaches of hUr.lan rights by Israel, however, could not be defended. He had with 

his Q'\,l!l eyes seen attempts ~ade to intil!lidate Arab leader s who wer e r esisting the 

cccupation of their country. · The Conference would surely co·nder.m Israel's attitude . 

The · .fact that the Jei.rs had been- oppressed in the past 'Was no r eason for them to 

oppress other nations r.ow. The vhole world. including the Arabs , had contributed 

tol,Jards the defeat of Nazism and the liberation of the Jews . African nations 

. eluding Sudan had also experienced oppression and massacre during the colonial era. 
1D . , 
Yet they had not claimed, on attaining independence, the right to maltreat other 

pgop1es . · 



;\;YJI~;l~f f :~ .. :~;f,:'···t :}:?;'{ '.-;; .•. \;t~}·j•;'·t .•. ·.··•.:· ·•·. , .. ·... . .•)>t:· /,:· ... ' '.· 
<\.,.:· "'.· -,·_":: The 'Israel' representative had said .that hisc·ountry had ·assisted Mr. Jarring?-n · . 
)_· ... : .· i . . ..• ·; ,• . . . ' ·. . .. ' . ' ' . . 

~~Ji · · every possible _way. Actually if Is:tael had taken notice ·of United Nations .decisions 

~-<;-: .. /:h had , beeri'_very nuch !!lore ~ vi~late than ·to apply them. 
·:,:.\"_. . . 

. ;: ; ,;. : 

/ :". ,. . delegation had endeavoured to -describe the situation as it was • 

The representative of Israel -had seen fit to · attack Sudan. The Sudanese 

. . . , : . 

· ·•,: . .-.:,· Mr. FENAUX (Belgium}, after paying tribute successively to His Majesty . 

){{·. ~he 'Emperor, to1 Iran, to Princess Ashraf and to ,the President, . Mr . Cassin, said that 

/:/:, \h~.-ample docllr.lentation, published in good time in the working 'languages, had enabled 
,-;.,· . • . . 

)~ ·:· ]5articipants to · have a better grasp of the purpose of General Asser.Jbly resolution 
• . . •, ' · ) . 

;-~· -,· 208l(XX} of 20 Dece~b~r 1965 • . . : - ·,. 

. . . \ 

:· _--;·.(. -~~-ed and · to prepare a programme for the future; 

\·\: _.: :, •-:-·: In perfo~ng its· task,
0 

it had .to act in the spirit of th~ United Nations Charter. 

, , ··:: :: / A;cording to the preamble of · the Charter , · the fundar.iental hUP.1an rights were the _.main 

The Conference was expected to review the achievements,' ~valuate the methods 

. :"""•· .. · , 

. ,:-:··; ·issue,. with emphas~s on the dignity and wor th of the human person~-
- ~· . 

The Universal Declaration was not a manifesto of any one doctrine , dogma , party 

:';_--~: : . or :system any mor e than the Charter . was. 

:': ;"i··. ·.::, .' ~ · ._In one simple·. article· _th~ Charter dealt with the rnainti:mance of international 

-- ·.~.:: · peace and security, · the principle- of equal rights of -peoples· and int~rnational co-:-
. > ' : • ., 

.. '~;. ope_ration, in ?ther words respect for human righ~s and fundamental free~oms for all, . 

·. :.-. .>. and described the United Nations as 11a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations · . 

. \;::_ i~ the attainment . of these common ends~ 11 • 

· · ::·· . That article overshadowed the others. For that reason, the representatives of 

· ,·:,;~· -;France and Italy had dnwn .attent:i,on to the link betGee~ I'.espe·ct for man an~ protee:tion 

.of his rights on the one .hand and world peace on· the other. 

· -· , .Beyond al~ others, it was the main pernanent universal problem of respect for 

.: /. ···~uman· rights and :fundamental freedoms which the Conference had to face . : Ma•nkind was . . . . 

· • ;r threatened by v~rious perils, including over- population ·and poverty, subjugation to .. ·, . ~ : . ·. . . . 

·. : _, ;_ -the , machine, the enslaving influence of s·cience and technology, the dullin~ of I!l.inds by 

· · · ·, ' (the force of propaganda in police States and by ~or.ll!lercial publicity in systems under 
. ~ . . 

· . \ which. persuasion was the rule, the tendency of the Sta~e radio to monop~lize inform--,, .· " . 

·:, _:·;:. a,ti~n, · the concentr ation of newspaper ownership in the hands of · a few private owners, 

-:·· _ { and , _ last bu~ not least, the .r.ionstrous growth of . the power of destruqtion and the 

::< ·'_ pr:oliferation of new weapons -of .war which inevitably' gave mo,r c and more . specialized 

': .. --mil{tary technicians power of decision and execution that :r.iight usurp the r esponsible 

, : . ._ ci v:i,lian authority. 

'-.,,,. , . 

I 



.:<:·r '.~f:f}!'.f:f ff(:·,.· •. : '~:{f rtilii2f:_t}f ;i< I1;:~i)l'./~~Ni .tJsR'.i/ ·: :;.>:;.:; 
. ·Those 'were the real probter.is a~d i·f th~'- C~nfer'e~ce_.· forgot ~hii-t:-" th~y wcr~ .far and ·:. ! •.< • • -.~ 

away : thl3 ·mos~ important, its work night be :·rutiic·.·a~d lc·ict "to ;~~thi~g' b~t a few triflfog, .:·: .. \ .. :._ 
orotund·: rasolutions . 

I . 't . · .··· ... , .• ', .. , ·- . . . .· . . , · .. , 

·< 
•. In h.is message from the r ·os £rum of ths· l,Tnited Nation's G~~erd 1lss~mbly the Pope . ., : 

had ,. more than ever in the past, . committed the Roman Cath~lic · Church, wh~s~ · spiri tuai. ·;: / :_-;- ·'-:_,,; 

authority, like that of other religions , would ~ontribute :: t~ ~h~ :ad.vanc~uient of • " . . ·' : ·.>l 
: .. _. ·:... . ,, .... : 

wo:r:ld- side respect for hUI!lan rights. , ,: .···:,\ 

, The' _s~r~ousn~ss and s~nse of r esponsibility of :nany stat~~ep._ts durin~ ·~he general 

discussions had been most remarkable , whateyer their ideological inspirati had becih • 
.,. . . . . . . . . . 

That sense of responsibility was -:the · future hope for the · Uni tcd Nations and for peac·e, · . . . . . . , . 
and it was right_ that political' issues Rhould b~ kept \Ii thin limits·. As Mr . Cas~in 

had said, t~e smouldering problems would burst into flame. if :io solutions ·were found 

to objective problems . 

Decisions . taken by unanimous or nearly: unanimous votes had· the advanta·ge of ' . . . . , . 

advancing human rights . Such-quasi- unanimity,_ :howev_er; coul~ ·only be achieved _if · ·. · ~ 

.;. ·~ ··. 

. -; . ' -~ 

. . ' ' . ... • ,; . 
' · .. -. . ,! 

. . ..... . ~ 

r easonable and obj ective p~si ~ions . were take~ up, and the· recomnendations that ·the : ·. :,,:: .. ~-

Conference would formulate :would carry veight ·and have validit; and authority only if .:'. -~ ::'. ·:~.; ·\~ 

they .reflected a reasonably ge~~ral feeling . ' =·: 

·. ~n ·the matter of rcspe~t for human rights ~nd fundan1ental . . freedoms , there .was rio . · ... '. : ~-'.\_. 
'• : ' : '< .~:~ State -wholly beyond cri t1cism for its past .or present actions, Indeed , if ther e was:·. 

any one issue wliere it was wis~ not to be ·self-righteous , it vi,;s sure_ly. that of human 

rights . It was debatable wheth~r real progres~ had been ·mad~,: at one extreme, in 

cases where maximum social- ~q~ality uas ~ccom·p~nied by· mini~un .pers'anai- freedom , or 

at tbA other where hwnwn dignity -was highe·st _and where there vas a minimum of police ·. 

to contr ol society. 

For tho historian, the advent of economic; : social and cultural rights · wa·s . 

chronologically more recent than . that of civii _and political rights . But, in real -. 

. \ . ' · 

terms , ~ivil and political rights were a guar ~ntee of other r i ghts; · they _wers better · 

defined and less subject to change . , . 

. : Curr e~t events proved that where the authorities had given the people the ful lest 
. : . . 

economic · and social rights , the latt'er clamoured loudly for the civil and political. . ' . . 

liber ties which they did not .enjoy. · As had been hinted at hy the r6presentative of 
' : . . . 

Hungary, the imponderables ·had to be taken into , ?ccount. 

.. • ._. . .. ,: 

' .. : .. .: ;: 

:• ... 

The sal!le relativity was o.pparent· in the ,~xercisc of the -:right. to self-deternination, _, · 

which had been satisfied in .Europe and Latin Amer ica in the nineteenth century and · ._ ' . 

: .. ; 
. . 

l 

... •, 
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rec:ognized ruore re·cently in-· other continents by the historical effect of d.E:colonization 

·~h:t°ch ·uas· re;ch.ing Jt~ ·final sta;es. Fro?,1 the point of vieu of hur.ian rights , , however, 

self-determination ·was ·not the final word, Personal servitude had been known to have 

.retur~ed, or to have been introduced, with national liberty. · Independence was -9nly 

a -r~rm of enfranchi_scment fro□ foreign ·countries • 

. Belgiun·, for example, had taken four:· gener ations after its i ndependence to achieve 

a democracy with an egalitarian suffrage_;· it had the n carried out econor.i.ic and social 

r eforms and, more r ecently; gr anted equal rights to wo~en and achieved a balance 

between different language communities, 

· called for early-action. 

·There was a tine for everything • Wisdom 

1 
: . _.- In that connexion·, · he said it would · bG unfair in a year when hunian rights were 

being ' assess~d · no\, to pay homage to the enormous efforts made' in Europe during the 

nineteenth century and the firs~. half of the twentie th to emancipate the workers or· 
. ~ . 

, , t he world end to establish in~qrnational .co-op0ration for peace among nations . · That 
.' , 

great movement for _ s~cial and ii1t-3rnational peace had a world-side inpact and· 

repercussions.· It ·was the origin of the International Labour Office and then the 

Intern·atinnal Labour'Organisation _(ILO), whose positive achievements and progral!lr.l.e . 

had . been described by its r epresentative. 

- ' Belgiur1 had ahmys had a t r adition of 1.ntern3tionalis1:.1 . It had constantly 

supported the ILO, and played its part · in tha . 'work of peace in general and, the work of 

pro!'lotfog liur:ian rights in particular. ,;_t the t •.mth 1mni versary of the Universal 

Declaration, a Belgian had sublliitted a dr aft r 3sqlution on tea~hing the principles of 

th·e· Declaration as a r.ieans of combating discrir!linatior. · i n education. 

· · He pointe~ 6ut, incidentally, that int2rna ti0na l co-operation had co~e about in 

. '. the first instance as a r esult of t he initiatives of the private sector whose own 

efforts had come before governr.;ent efforts . It wn.s· thE:: :-:iagnificont network of non

governmental insti tutiol)S that had led to the cren.tion ·of inter-governmental 

organizations. By their varied social characteristics, non-governmental organizations 

were a direct and spontaneous forr.1 of dcraocracy . They were the shapers· o:f opinion, 

which thay educat0d and guided in :1 nunber of hur1an disciplines: In that r(:is pect~ 

. they were a valuable auxiliary in tho d,.,fcnc ..:,J of hUr:1an rights . F0r the i m.plenentation 

of the , · :.venan t s 2n9- their inco~pore tion in natinnal L:i.w, it would be useful to be 
. -

· able to count on the co-oporati0n of s~ch 0rganiz:1tions , which by their ve ry nature 

were deeply concf:lrned wi tl'.J° fundnncr,tal· hu.r:itm freedol".ls . 

· ' ~ With r egar 9 to ·governnental r 0sponsibili ti0s , hG -said the soundest foundations 

for the Conference 's work wor e to be found in th.;; r egional orr.;anizations. For 



.-.. ·. ·• . 
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example.-~he Council of Europe d~scrioed in its rep~rt the first measures taken 

to transfo:nn, ··on a regional' basis, the rights and freedoms set out in the Universal 
/ 

Declaration .. into legal obliga_tions binding on S_tates· and, a:t ·the same time, to set up · 

international machinerv to ensure that those obligations were respected • . 

· As ·the representative of Denmark and the -Deputy Secretary-General of the Council . _ . .,,,· 

of Europe had said, the EuropeAn · Covenants -repre_sent~d the culmination of the progress '. ' 

made _in the field of human rights and followed the same lines as the univer,sal 

Covenants. 

That two-dimensional international structure was ·bound to raise functional 

problems of co-existence and harmony, and it was essential to prevent the universal 

systems and the regional systems of protection from operating in different and 

possibly divergent ways. 

Certain proble~s might arise in that connexion .when the definitions formulated. 

regarding the very substance of the rights guaranteed - were not uniform in the 

international covenants and in the regional inst:n.u:ients. 
f 

However, even more complex . 

problems might result from the e:io.~tence, at each lev~l, of institution~l machinery · 

for the more or less effective control of tne respec·t for human rights in the various 

States. .-

His delegation did not question that, as far as the substance was ooncerned,_ the 

ins_truments -drawn up in the United Nations gave-·excellent dcfini tions, possibly even 

more. satisfactory and oore complete in certain r espects than those in the older 

regional conventions. But it was to be hoped that those covenants would be 
" implemented as widely a~ possible and that the regional systems of protection would 

not continue to fall short of the guarantees formulated within the universal framework ._· 

of the United. Nations • 
. On the other ha~d, i.d.th regard to the institutional machinery in cases where the 

protection -of hUl'?lan rights was to take the form of th~ _establishment of bodies, 

powers and procedures that would 9ffectively guarantee the observance of such rights, 

the provisions adopted so far in the -United Nations did not appear so satisfactory as - · 
. . \ . . 

those which qad already been established and implemented on a reg~onal basis, 

especially the provisions of the European C_onvention on HUBan Rights. The latter 

provided for binding -decisions by the European C9urt of Human_Rights or the Committee 

of Ministers of the Council of Europe, whereas the procedures set out in article 41 

of the International Covenant on Civil and Poli.tical Rights and in the Optional - · 

Protocol thereto .did not lead to such results. 
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· A;lcONF.·32/SR '12 · • • ' " • ' · ,. ,· • 'q ·· ' •· · · · ,'.C.]?{}}{('.; /ilI ;:1:y~ I'f {t: .;lJf }t))•~:it t·}}:Z<; f •:;r:· (X\ : -· · ·, · -- .-. ? .' .. , . ,; , _--
;:;,:->:,_: • . .i:_ :: ·.:.By: _~aintaini'nf· and d_$,velopin~ :the •stipervisory machinery ' set up on ar~gi~nal .: 

\i:\.' \ b~;i·;>.~na:·:'b~; co~ti~trini ·'fo_; ~ns~i~··.th~t it: r~dtioned ;effectively and efficiently, "tp~. ; 
;:: .... ·: .. ·· .. !_;_, ; . . : ·:,· .-_. • · .1,1. ~·.·:, ·. · . . : .· ' -- . ' : _:. -~- , .: ··~· .. _ . : . ... \ .· -: . · ... 

:•::~-- ·.-:States or : groups· ·of States . concerned were giving evidence of their will to . ensure ' , 
. 1-:-.. 1. ~:*~·· . ~ . t: - ' .. · . . . ;_. . ,. . . .. ..: -. . . .· . . . . . 
:. -~t- . ·o·pti_mum r~sp~ct for human_ ;rights_. an9 fundamental freedoms. It was to be hoped th~t· 
I.".' i': ... :, ·. . .. . : ~- . . ·: . '" - ' . . . ' : ·. ' ' . ~ . . . 
~;;., _ _. _ _,· · ti]eh· example; whi,ch was :'iri• line: 'with the provisions of article 44 of the Internati:onal 
:.'.:l(i, . ,· . . " . . "'· , . • .· •. . · · . . , . . · : · .... . . . . · , . . • .. 

. >;>": · Covenant ·ori :Civil :and· Poli tfral·'· Rights·, - ,;;ould be followed and ·tha t one day equally : '. 

{:_-i· -~·":'s~·tis·f~~~6fy, :tf ~ot :,be_tt~·r,. ~1:J.~hinery -c~cld be. ·set. ·up •within ·a framework that . would 

;J~::{~~---~~,1~~~ -,~Yejsai{ · ' ·· . .::: ._ \ '. · _· . . . ·: · 
:.) _·::-.i :· "<-'. Consc~en~e demanded.· that. the ·. ut!!los·t be done to ensure observance of hur.ian r_ights 

/:'(_ ~ci'•furitlameri•tal freedoms ,for. all . : - :•. .. . 
" , • : , •• :. • - • .: • • 

0 
• 1 > • :-. ° C • 0 , ., • • .- • • • • , • • .' • ' , 

__ : __ ~j'_: ---, .: '. All, ;t~a:t should be at 'issue ·were the .progressive. stages and r.iethods , wi:ys ·and · 

<}/: .'_ :l!l~,a~s ._· ·p;~ci'isely what·· the ' Tehera
0

ri Conference was expected to discuss . But the. work 
t.,-1.., :' ~ I• • <·• • ,.. • •. • ~ •♦ • : • ... ~ • , ... : •: • • • O' • • • • • O - •' • • • 

·-::,~.: .. · o.t;'. the Conference had to take .. ·as· its-framework and basis · the proble1:1s of 1 peace a_s · 
f_,t:··_ i ::~~~1·e~-- ·- : .. •. · ... , . ... -
\~?· ' .. ; ·;: Bergs·ci/had. expres~~~ -t-~e :as{c fact.s . ~f· ·the -current problems very well when he 
~ : .-. • ,; •. ,• •, - ' , •• , ' • '. I • • ._ ~ ' • • • • • •• • • •- • ( • • 

/\7:.; :·.had as~~d_:: ·. ~ould there. materialize. a universal ·soc_iety, respectful 

::(;O: ,,6pe~ to;_thel"whole of hur.i~n_i ty: ~a·. t r an~cending , the ''closed· society" 

of btll!lan rights, 

of the city ·and_ 
~.;. • • :,/ l • ~ • . ' • ~ ' . • , ; , . • • • '• l • . •. • • • • • • • •, •. ' . : _' . . ' • 

·,.:··-._:;-.the !'}a'.tion;·· ·or would'. peac·e and freedor.i never be mor.e ·· than a period of respite and 
;-: ~ ~ •• ' • ' • • • ,. • > • • • • • • 

'/(;_~: . . :·.;.pr·8parati0~ "for$ War?· :·., · · ~ · _. · · · 
,;.: • I _' : , • _,,' t,,, ' •' " ; , : , • ,', ' : I ' • • • , • • ._ ' •. •' , • , • ; .< :· ; · .. . .- -· Accordirig to Bergs on·, prinii tive· instinct could be ·repressed or diverted, since· 

~~/\'·,·:~~~-n if ~tb~-~'. instinct· ~xist~d by: it~elf\t ·nevertha'i~·~s clung to rational niotives . 

::··r·: . : I~-: ~as . f~r''t,h~ Conference t~ -discov~-~ 'thos~ . rat~onfil ~oti ves ' which sociology ' was· 
· .. ~ :• .. : )"". . ' . . . . ·. . : . . ' . . .• ~ ·- . .. 
: ._.-:, -.reducing 'to more and more discerpible causes, r.1.aihl y ·of an "economic · and der.iographic. 
; :-. ! .~. ~ : : . < <.. . ~ 

__ r·: .. riat:ure . 
' . . 

Again .according .to Bergson, the r.iain .. task ·of en jnter national body aiming to 
\ .. : ., \. 

·:· '···. abolish··war ~was 'to eiiminate- such/ c·auses or· to atte'nuate their effect. 
.~. . i ~. -~ . ' : ' • ►• • • ' ' • • -- • -

. ' ·· would be a milestone in the aimais of- pea:ce . if it made _a contribution· to that ~-· .. ,, ·, . . . , .. 
The Conference 

i~.-~ . _hll!llanita;i.~ w;rk. _ . . . ' : ,' . . ·.< ; . , . . . . . . '·,. ' . 
· ,,-.. : ·• .. j·.. . . · Mr , BYSTRICKY .(Gi.echoslovakia)' said that the Conference was taking place -~t 
:: ' .. . 
-}i":-: . a. tir.ie when his country wns going ·through a social pr_ocess of direct relevance to the 

:-··;,: .:·~~oblems pefore the Confer'enc~. The· ·obje'ct of the natfonal discussion taking place 

/ :\ : tod~y ;-·;.s·:j~~ prepara~io~ o'f ne~ sta~d~rd~ in the. fi:eld of human' rights and civic 

liberties. ·· ·/ : -· • :-; 
·: ~>·:~-. 

.. , . 1;: 

;-. ,· Over: -the past: wwenty_ y~ars /his country had exp~rieu'ced contradictory developm~nt, 

'wilh m.lr.ie;~u~ positive achi~verients, ·especi~liy: with .r egard t'o ·economic, . ~ocial and: . 

. ~i'.i~tura:J- .rights _a~d the abolition ·of :~<?~inl inju~ti_ce; - on t _he. other· hand , hu.~an rights 
; 

, .. 

.. ,,,. . '. 

. . . . . .. 
. . , . . : . 



and .. .' political-liberties: that ·had becm·. lirnited:or: suspended during the revol~tioriary. ;_.: ,:/:,,'.-;, . 

. -\~a-·nges ; ·:had ·n~t ~11 bean •;e~i;t;oi;c~d ~hert.th{/:sho~d -h~~~ -; be'en·~· ': .. ·_ ; ., , i . <,:\:1_:./{\\: 
. ~e event~ taking pl_~~~ i:i '•_hi::i_ °CO~t·;; :di~' :n~t . qh~ltenge the ~o~~alist: riatur,e · .. ; ·, ,: : <,>: ~ 

of_-~he n~tional system but were ·_d5~ec_t~c!L~t ·its-•; _eri~i~~-~~ce~ ~. It-.~~s- the. socia~ist .· -:>:-'.'.°;) 
. sys'tem 1.1n.1;ch created the ~ece.ssa;y" :~;ndi_tions . for 'the .. ii:i.n .d_ev~lopment. of t'tie f~e·d~~-::':i:,::·:)r 

• • • •: • • • • • • • ; • : • • • • • • • ' ' • • r • • • • • • • ,., ' • • • • • , ,: ~• • • -~• 

of · the citizen and the rights of r.ian-, the: c·r eator • .. : His country- 1 S · aim was ,to -make; .-: ·:: _':'-,°.~' , 
• , • ' • " . • • \ , ' , 

1

' • ' , , • ~ - . I , ,. r, , • ... , • ,' •, , •• • • · •, , - . I_'.' ..: •. ·. ,·-~··:,.·> ' 

full use of- the possibilities inherent· in. scic_ialism and · to • build a society- in -which:· ,· ·t: -~·\, 
. . .. . , .... . . . .. :.. , .... · ' ' . . . ' •, -. ' . .· . .. . . .' -=-. -. ' . :,: ... f ' • •. • ~- ·:::· 

socialism, freedom, democ·racy ,and hui:ianism fomed· a.·unity of ideas · and reality; ·. :•_Farr_~·.-.<.: 
. fr~m· beJ.ng a rigid system·, S

0

0Ci~lisr.1··. was capablei ·~~ change·s~ an·c_1 j e~elopi:1e~_t,': a .·.c9~c~;(,-: (),•;; 

. e~pressod in th~ prograrmne of. 'the .ne11 ·cz~6h~s1o\rak· G~v~rnm~n-t whi~h ai:oed ·to de;~lop , ,.\-.-:;·,-/) 

the. righ_ts 'and freedoms . ·pf . its' ci tiz.ens'~ esp~cialiy' thei; politic al -~ight~ ·_aiid . -', ~--' ·.·:: ,. <-.; _;:/ 
• • ' • • • • • . • • • , • • • , • • ' • • # • • 0 • ' • • • • • 0 • • • 0 - ; I -~ • • • ; t' ,; • 

freedoms; : and which considered, the ·r.:i.ghts . of, :the ihdi vidual -as_. the. cornerstone of 'thf ··. "-\:'.. 
so6ialis_t Stat~. · · A wide r a~g~ · ;/;~-~isla ti ve . and, ~n~t.itut~~~~l ,.-ch~nges .;~r~ ~~-i~g:: ·., :;~:\_)): 

prapared: and significant chang~s :i.,ere. beini ~ade ,in th'e p~li ti~~l and eco;oriiic ·syste~:>~:<_; ;-
• I • • • • ·, •• • , l 

· Fundsmental ·civic and ·politir.R.l . rights·; -in ·particular .the _fi-eed~ms of- asseinply . and :\:: ·/<'.>.\ 
. association. arid the freedom .01' op,i~i~n ·'and-exp~-e~sio~ ~;;e a:head; 'bei11~ ~xeidi~~d ~()·;;·:/ ';') 
- than . ever· before. . ··': . - . _;· ... .'-~-. -, . · . ✓ :· ·. ·, , .~.,,)'. · \{ : , 

;: . .... .. • • • - · • • • • ' : j ... /.1 • ... -. f • ! j : : 

, , The Czec~oslovak Gover~ent,':' aware of· .t he' scientific and tec.tiriical revolution .'·•, .. ; .::~ ,: , 

. that . was .under way' had .also . ~et .i ·t~~~-f . th~ fa'~k of ~~algamitini socia1isni -~nd . . __ ; .. ·_·· '. /{.(// 

scientific ·and technical progress wHh del'l6c;~~y a~d hU.'!lan~sm; 'in a ' way in. ke~-p:i,:g :. / .·
1:\:·.:·\-'f 

. with the finest t~aditions· ·~r- th~ - Ci'ecli6~l~vak p~~p].~; · · · For that·, it-had 'to :de~·;{ ;~::.-;:: '•,:·:;; 

a ;yster<i of placipg scie~ce . and : technology . . it. 'the· _s0fvi~e'- o{ 'mankind:·. . . .. · 'r .. "'.· ·: --::: :;(.; 

Socialisr.i ,.did not· aim· mereiy .to,: 6vex:thro~,:' the -'.~bsoi~te >' but· to'iad~pt :-: re.::.~d~pt·'.-; .. _ ,.,_-;·:':'. ... 

and dev~·lop further the values·, . ;ights .a~d :rr~ed~~s-'t~at -.... ~;e pa~t ;i mankind 's· .~omnio~ . _:·,;.;._. 
. . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . \ . - .. . . : . : ' ._: ,· . •' .. ·~ -,~ : · .. 
heritage ,-...... His delegation was ctmvinced it had much to gain in that· respe_ct:from t,he_,;, .. •·..t_, 

. ' . . . ~ ' . . . . . . ,"• . . 
Conference. and froin .. the -experience. 'of the··participating nations, , .. · · : · _-. '.'. :···., ·.-::·. · 

. . . . . • . '. ·_. . ~·· . • • ..• . . . . ·. : . .. ' ,r : :-: •:·:. 
, .. Intcrna tionally ; . Czechoslovakia highly __ appree:ia t ed the Unfvetsal· Declaration of .. :.> · -:''.: ; 

.Hunan Rights which suc.ce~ded in h~~m-onizi~d-the fundaine~t~l ~~tions bo~n -Of :the ·.ingiis~/i./: 

Ar.leric~·n and Fre~ch r ~~oldtio~~ · with ~.ho_s~ .. bo;~ of-' the g~eat Oct~ber . revoiutio'n·.'·: .·-: ~e ;_i,_/;.; 
Declara~ion had p

0

laycd .a·-very ~o~i'ti~e -~art;' i~ s~-cur.i ng . progress in the fiel~ of.:·'\. >:\/ 
_human rights;- . b~t hun~'er '~ dise~se, i ~nora~c.e ·a~i ~eny ·oth~r scour~~s we;~ sti~-1 :a· ~ad. ·: <.i,'..: 

. . . . . . : . . . . . . ·· . . · . ... 
reality.-as was evident from the document~ of 'the '. va~i~u~- ~pecialiied agenci'es. -.. ·~: : --. :·: ::·-.;, . 

. Mci~eove~ ~ · the -enormous .advance i.• in t~chn'ologi and t~·e : ab~d;rir:-~--of c~n;ur.1~r:· ~ooci/ ha~-. . :· .:t :,; 
• ; • • • : • ' • • • , \ ' • I '• • • • o • ' • .. .', ' • •,; , ; .-: • 

not made for a . happier · or . mor~ balanced life · iri' :the weal thy. countries, · whose d. tizeris .... ··'. / ':-

suffered from nervous b;e~kdo~-s, depr·e-ssion; . fr~strati~n and al~~~atio'n f~o~ s·oci~ty/!. :_·':J. 
So_ciologi_col research had ~stabli~hed that· ~ne of ... the .causes ·.r'~r :such' ' a (,tat~. ,of , <--~ ,-:. . ,: 

. - t , . . • . . •' 

• : • 0 > 0 •, • : • • ~ • .•• .. ~. ~.•• • • • • • • •• : • ~~ •• I • ,: • • • : ~• . - ~· •_.';" • .- ... 

. : '· •• : . \ . ··. .~: _1. ':·· :··· f 

. . • . 
·' 
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.-.: ·. · aj'fair~-.was . the f'orrnal ·_character of many social institutions and the ineffectiveness 

.of the people's participation in the governf:lent· of their country and in the 

adJainistration of industrial· civilization. 

The whole .world was certainly facini tre~endous scono~ic, social and moral 

problems, which could only be solved by long-term pro~ram.~es of _action . New problems . . . 

,,,. doubtless -demand~d new solutions, but en~rgy and goodwill were· all that was required l 
for r;1any current pro1:'lems, That was why i_t ·was so r egrettable that at the tine of 

. the twentieth anniversary of the Universal Declar~tion millions of hunan beings were t 

·: · still victi.r.:is of .colonialisn, racisn - particularly apartheid - and imperialist 

aggres_sion. While ·progressive forces 'Were being persecuted in some countries, in 

· . · others war crimnals were para.ding freely, protected by their governments. It was the 
. . . . . . 

duty :~f the United _Nations to strive ceaselessly to put an end to such a situation; 

.. Czechoslovakia hoped . the Conference would recommend effective measures in that 

conneµon . 

, The Czechoslovak pe9ple, the first victins of nazism, were disturbed to see their 

western neighbour tolerating the existence ~fa neo- nazi movement. Such an attitude 

· ·could ·~ot be justified by freedom of the press, of expres~ion or of assembly, for 

nazis~ had been,_ responsible for the Second World War and for the extermination of 

milli'ons of hur.ian beings. 

As far as );he international protection of hw.,an rights was concerned he considered - . . 

·the adoption of Hunan Rights Covenants had been a success which pr~ved that 

:ideological differences should be ~o obstac~e to international co-operation. His 

·. : : delegation was. pleased to announce t}:lat .Czechoslovakia would shortly sign the Covenants; 
. . . 

· it was of the greatest importance that as many Stat'es as possible should also sign --·----- . ' 

···; _such--l'nstnun,mts . _____ It was a 1:ustake that the Covenants -were. .not open to accession 
--.... ___ .. ~~...._ ·- - --- . .. - -

· by all States; · while emphasi_zing the·-pr'inciple of non-discrimination, they contained 

articles discriminating against one- third of . the world's population. The Conference 

should recomr.Jend 'that the Generai Assembly should exercise its rights under ~rticl es 26 . , . . . 
. , and 48 of the C9venants and invite ·al+ States, \Ji thout distinction, to accede to those 

. · · . instruments. The same should apply also with · re_gard to all other treaties on human 

··· rights~.-, 

International bodies had an i m~ortant part to play in the control and i~plementation 

of hunan rights . The protection of those rights was the concern of the main United 

Nations organs and the subsidiary bodies set up under Article 22 of the Chart~r, and 

·. of the bodies set up by a nunber of specialized agencies; their authority and 

.. cor.ipetence could, if necessary, · be oxtcnded t0 the limits set by the Charter. 
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The creation of a post of High Cor:nnissioner i-_61· ·Human · Rigilts wo~d-, -of course, .,. 
be useful, . but his competence should not _g~ beyond the Charter, and an .atmosphere of 

~utua~ confidence should prevail. 

The United Nations should -proflote econo~ic, · social and cultural rights, 

~~ressing their interdependence, and should concern itself especially with the gro....i.ng 

dissat isfaction · of youth with ; fa; status in society and its disillusionment with 

institutions. 

His delegation hoped that the Conference would h~lp cre~te throughout the 

world an atmosphere in which acts contrary to the Universal Declaration would meet 

with general condemnation. The ·great,3st success the Conference could achieve would 

be to succeed in awakening the conscie11ce of men so as to protect human rights not 

through institutions but through the people themselves . His .delegation was willing 

to take its share of the r e~pons~ bill ty. _ . 
Mr. Bm! (Republic of Viet- Nam) said that as _ari Asian he was pleased that' 

the Conference on Human Rights was being held in an Asian country which had ·proclaimed 

those rights twenty- fiv.e centuries ear1ier . 

He stressed that the Republic of ~Ti~t-Nam had always conder.ined r acial discrimina-
. . . 

tion both in theory and practice, and ~the policy of ap~rtheid in particular. 

He then .described his country 1s aehievements in the. field ~f hllP.lan rights. 

Viet- Nat!l had had a constitution since 1956, Th·e 1956 constitutio_n had been replaced 

by another ir- 1967. Both constitutions guaranteed to the South Viet- Namese people 

typical rights of a true democracy~ in particular .the free operation of parliamentary 

insti tutions : / 

;, 

The 1967 con~titution represented progress iri the implementation of furidamental 

human rights and ei=isential. freedoms. Article .2 -proclaimed the _equa·li ty of all 

citizens ....i.thout distinction · as to sex:, creed, origin or ideology, A ·number of seats 

in the House of Representatives _were r1~sAr,re_d for th~ ethnic minorities of the high -

plateaux and the delta region: Article 6 guaranteed respect for and protection of 

human digrqty~ freedom, .Life, property and honour. Article 7 guarante~d the right 

of defence and prohibited tor ture and i:i.r bi.'trary detention. Subsequent ar ticles 

acknowledged the freedoms of religion, expression, information, assembly, association, 

movement and r esidence and guaranteed the inviolabiUty of the home and correspondence, 

and abnve all freedom of education. The r i ght to work and to a fair remuneration was. 
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'.:.,}, ;'.l//(:'('.?.'/,t)' 5' :".} '?: .•.. )\:•. : .. ,::•· .. - . , · ·( :: )' · .. ~ · 
: . . .also · ~ecognized. · ', In . tha~ !connexion; . he . said'. tha.'t · the ';I.and ref(?m undert~ken ·_in }9.56· 

· ····ens~~d ; ·r~i;e~-di~t;ibriti;n ·of land. ~nd enabieJ farme;s to become the owrnfrs · of the 

: :{~na··.they _~~tivated • . . Arti~le 16, -~hich'contai~ed the essential principl~; .of the 

.·, :/ ;f~ily_··~ode ad;pted i~ {9.59, ~aranteed_-protection. of ~h0 family - the basis of 

/ · :'.- · .'~oci~ty .:/ the int~rests . -~r ·the · children and · w~rnen' s- rights, identidal to those · of men. 

<;_:; The. ~o~-stituti~n' furthennore prot.e~t~d the independence of justice without which · 

.·>.-_ · :'h~~ri- rights ~ould. b_e .no;. 6ore th~n· a . hoilow expr e-ssion~ 

\ _ ':' -: ; .. · -'-Thost:! -~er€! - the prin;iple~ of the c9nstitutiori; a_nd he failed to see how some 

\: . ... co~ld. ~11.~ge \hat : the South Viet-Nanese ·_p.eople were oppressed. Journalists from all 

· , _.: over · th~- woz:id }:l~d bee·n .·~:bi~ t :o obser;e . the. course of the 1966 and 1,967 elections. · 

: . Saigon1_s· _policy was an open ·and democratic one, in strange contrast to the policy 
. . ' ' 

·or: Hanoi. <· 

He denounced regini~s ·which outlawed individual freedons, imposed a one- party 

system, ·c;~trolled educat~on ~nd _information and overwhelmed their peoples with 

.-_ •,· p:copaganda until they wer~ no longer aware or' being oppressed. 
:·· . . . ' . . . ' . . . / . . .. . . . ' .... 

·· . . . He hoped that the· Conference wo~d ' con3id~r such practices, which were a 

: ·. · · · violation of . human right,s_: and which in his opinion were a scourge comparable to 

iLliteracy, and ·that it would seek .means of putting an end to them. It was the 

,<•~· business : of the United ·Nations to fi~ht for .the r estoration of justice a t the national . . . . . . . . . - . . . • . 

' · a~d- international levels. and to help underprivileged and exploited peoples to emerge 

. _ ';,.'.)'rori(their ·ap~thy ~ ignorafl.ce and pove·rty. 

:- . · · His country .wa~ in a -position ~o appreciate how riuch the feeling of universal · 

. .fraternity and i~ternational solidarity had ·developed since the Secon_d World War •. 
• • • • t 

. : ~aving ~uffered the r a~ages ~f war for te~ . years; it was gr a t eful to the nations and 

:-· . ·.i~tel;Ilational non-go~ernmenta'i organizations, that had given it assistance • 

. Mr. QUENTIN-BAXTER '(New Zealand) ;aid that no nati~n in the wor~d loved .- . - . 

equity. oore t~an his and• no~e .had <lone more to guarantee~the right of all to, education, 

·social s_ecl!,l'ity and ,protection against poverty. . It had
1
appar ently succeeded; there 

' . 
were no great disparities.-i n weaith; and its society, while multi-racial, was fully · 

__ integ~a-ced, al t~ough ~ne· Mao~{s did · not en·j oy the 'benefits of education, medical care 

af!-d_ hygiene to the same ··e~teht as thP. population ·o'r -Emope'an origL.. 

··. New Zeal~nd, which pract.ised _respect for hur.ian rights at hone , was capable of 

~; :· .Jefending them abroad wh·e_n the _occasion arose . It h~r1- l)articipateci in the gr eat· 

world conflicts out of de.votion· to that id~~l, even though its geogr aphical r emot eness 

might have permitted it: to r ~main aloof. In peace- ti:r.ie~ it had ardently champi~ned 

fii:-st the League of Nations, then the United Nations . In the economic and social . 

~ ·fields, ·too, i t was contributing to the :r.iajor int~rnational agencies . For instance :, 
5. t traditionally assisted the Uni t~d Nations Children' s Fund (UNICEF) •· - / . . ' . 

.. I 

.:,• I . . ... 
1 · 
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c) ,: ::.·•··•.· .· ···>•· '?//::: ·r:. '.(?W ·-• .. :!::' \'Y?r>? ·/:'-;(!;. ·JJ 
, ·: __ -··~ng to questions: of ¥rect_ ~nte_re·s·t -·t 1 :°th~: corife~~-n;e,·_h~ -~ipoke:' abo~·(.th~' "~:·:·:,::;- ->}.~ 

int~rnationai instruments des:ig°n~d to. guara'n.tee :~e~pe~fto_r -. h~~n~ri.ght s a~d f~4~i <·· :·, .'. :\_:1-;: 
. mental freedoms.· The- firicit point tonote OIJ th~ ··credit -~·i•d~ ·was . t 'ha~ those '-> :._: . :. i~_.: <,·;)(' 

ins·_~rw:ients existed. They. did not perh~ps ·con~ain ·anyt·hl.~g .~ery.:~~w, nor .;o~d ;he/' ,:< ·i\'.:;.·~ 

rival --the clarity and humanity .of . the U~ve;f:.;l Decl~ration,' but that.- ~a-~ riot "t_liei~ .>.:-._?:,":<: 
·purpose. ' 'They answered ptimarily .a desire.) 'o; ·codific~ti'on • . ' I~ tha~ -~esp~;:( the~::" (:./(r 
1,1ere satisfactory and ac.ceptable t~ ·m~st.·st~te~: ·- Prec.isely .becaus~ the inst~ents· __ :. \_ .. '->-:f: 

• ~ • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -. ' I • ' '•. • • • • ' ; ,'t 

·_existed; _no State in the world could treat its citizens arbitrarily-without having to ·· ... :-< 
r ender account to international so_ciety. , . . . ·. : _ . ·· ___ · ___ ···:_· ··._ . . '. -·,, ·_· .. . . ~--/.:::: :_.-.\'.,: /)·\ 

'Ihe second advantage· of international legislatioi:i was that it was_- rooted· in. the ;··'· . ·_·, '.> 
United Nations and the spec"ialized ' ~g~nci~s-; which we;e· exe~tin;. an unpreced~rit;a. · -• >~\....__'. ~\ 
irif;_uence. No doubt, nations ··might be _,jeal~u~ ·of ·th~ir s·~vereif;ilti and 'sehsitiir/.\ · ·. ·; :~ ::)} 

. concerning the prerogatives 'of international 'organizitions . He ·thought, ho~ev~r; . ',_ ,;: <<< 
that the contradictio~ was· not ·uns~ountabl~_. _-. Mentionin~ th~ r~le played .~n sol!le .': ... · °,:-.. ~ 
countries by the ol!lbuds~an·, w~ose· ~oie ·tunc~ion was t~ place· certain disp~tes before· ;· , _ _<::·:~< 

·the: parliament, but who· was · so useful ·that· ·-g~vernm.ent · a~enci~s ·\le~e _s·eeking hii/ : .:_ i .·:" . . :~-.~\: ·:: 

ci~llaborati~n, he ex~ressed the opini~~ tha:t a ' High c;inmissione:r ro~' Human :Ri~hts -·: -~ ,:-. , .,: ·· 

!!light w~ll be able to play a c~~parabl~ .ro,le._ · T1:,e cr~ation of. s~ch ~ post ~ou.1-d -b~· .. ::. ,:,- __ f 
an important step forward _in . internatio~al 'law, whose· ~ain penefi~iary' w01tlq _ be: th~. /i /;-\:,: 
individual. The conquest of ind;iridual -freedoI!ls mark~d a . t~ing . point 1~ w~~;l:d . 

1

:;,::· :-.-·;?::) : 
hist.cry of ·such magnitude that it~ full ir.ip~rt c~uld,~ot yet be ~ssessed~ :· .·. __ .-., _· .-~/\ 

Mr. NORBERG (United Nations Children's Fund)' as;·9ciated himself .with .. the ·-·--;: ,: ·.::: . . . . . ' ' . . . . ~ ' : . ·. ~ ' } 

gratitude which had b~en expressed to _ H. LH._ Princess Ashraf when· she had aQcept_ed-: :; ·'.:':<~:-".·.:, 
' . . . . · . . . '.,· '1 • ·:.·. ·;, ·,,.-: -~ 

the Presidency of the Conference; , ·as UNICEF_ representative .in !ran, he h~d had . · .. i .. ~ • •. , · :, 

· occasion to admire her devoti~n to· causes 'r elated to the aims of the . Conference: and •·; :,····:;:,-_;._ r . . . . . ; 

of UNICEF. 
In the report by UNICEF (A/CqNF ~32/13) ,. delegations would find the hist;rj \ f ··:·:. :: : . \) 

the · Fund, one. of the r.iajor .mil~stones . of whic~ had been . the : adoption by_ .the ·_Genertl -· ~'. '. ~ ;/~·>: 
Assembly in Novernbe; ·1959. of the Decl~ation _ ~f ·,~h~ _Ri~hts of ·the- Child; · an<i' a~ <:,~·/,<:.~::.{_: 

an~lysi~ or' . the' types of. a·ction 'evolved 'by the_ States ·which :had been collaborating in' '-:/::.'. 
the E~ecuti~e -Board of 'UNICEF ;_.or twenty-o~a ·year~. -;,-He ~ould there.for~ confine., ·\ · '.-'.,_; {:~( 

himseif .to · mentioni~g several of the major fields ' in which UNICEF providef a~sis£~ce .. ', >;\ 
to Governments , in carcying out progr~es · fulfilling the· basic· aims· ;f the · Bill : of _ Huro.a~ · :,:·~; 

Rights; e~pecially those defined· in· ~rticles · 25 : and 26 of the -Universal · Dec-iar~tio~ or'. :_':;\,~ 
_ HUlllan Rights ~nd articles _il -to u of·_ the Internati~nai Co~ena~t on Ec~nomic , · -s :~~ial: :,.-> · .. )\ 

. • . ' • • . . • • • _· • • . .. . ' t..:,. ; -~:- "_ ~ 
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. : ' and Cultural Rights, .an of ·which were pe.rtic~13.rly ·applicable to children inasmuch. .. . . . . ' ' . . 
' .· as they~deait with health, nutrition and-education. 

,. .. ; ' . ' . 

_ _.· . . · ! · · The acti_vi ty of UNICEF wa~ founded on two principles: first, that children, 

"._.' .; ?~ng to their physical and intellectual immaturity, were in need of special ... . . . ,,, . 

. . protection and care in n~!7!1al times and particularly in tines of crisis; and, secondly, 

·: _that since children would be t~e men and women of tomorro',l, they. would themselves have 

to use the instruments which humanity was - striving to forge in order to ensure itself 
. . 

·> ·a better future._. UNICEF entrusted the execution of the prograr.imEs in which it . 

. , ··: participated to the States concerned, for its assistance took the form mainly ··or the 
. -

'/ · pr~vision o~ material aid and of trainini qualified staff at the medium ·and al;lriliary 
·. levels. 

.... 
, ..:..· UNICEF' s first vocation was to protect the mother and the cru.ld; it .participat~d, 

.. with the technical col~aboration of the World Health Org~zation (1,,mo), in many 
. -

., _national public health programmes primarily concerned with hygiene for mothers and 

'inf~nts .- .. the best way to gi v_e indi v~duals a good start in 1 ife and to prote~t them 

.. . · . against · the · irremediable deficiencies of earliest childhood. Some means of action 
· / . 

" · ·uere· especially inportant in that connexion particularly the subordination of birth_s 

-· . ·. _-_to the _free ~ho~ce of the parents, and immunization against or control of the major · 

...,_ · . endemic dis'eases. UNICEF is contribution took the form of the provision of·. me~ical 

'• equipment, vaccines, ~gs and me~n~ of ~r~nsport, as well as the training of para

medica staff • 

. UNlCE!: was also engaged, •in close collaboration with the Food· and Agricultural 

O;gan:1:-zation (FAO), in the campaig?}- against dietary -d~ficiE:n~ies. · It participated~ 

. · for instance, in programmes for the production, hygienic processing and distribution : . , . 

. of milk. a!ld protein-:-rich foo~s for · r.iewly-weaned in_fants; jointly with FAO and WHO, 

it concern~d itself with the nutritional· education of mothers and children. 

· In the field ·of education·, .UNICEF was devoting a growing sh"'are of its budget to 
. 7 . ' . - - • 

. the execution,. in collaboration with the Uni ~ad Natioi:is Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization _(UNESCO), of pr~grammes of primary education. _ It took an 

.i _nter~st, _ f~r example, in the schooling of rural children, ·especi~lly girls. Its 

J _ ·participation took .the form .of the provision of basic· school , equipment, printing 

~--- · materials fo~ text-books, scholarships and audio-visual :materials for , the training , . . ' . . . . ' . . .· . 

. and advanced training of teaching staff. It fur.tl).er collaborated with other Urri:ted 

· Nations specialized agencies where national authorities wished to include notions 
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of hygiene, nutrition, home economics and social studies -in primary_education as 

a preparation for community life. 

For some years, UNICEF had been urging the developing countries to take 

account; in their national plans, of the needs of children and young persons 

and it collaborated to that purpose with the planning authorities of several 

countries. 
UNICEF 1s means were limited, its action being dependent on the co-operation 

l 
of national authoriti~s. Accordingly, he appealed to Governments to do their 

utmost to guarantee to the men and women of tom~rrow the full development of 

their physical, intellectual and emotional faculties . He hoped that the .. 

Conference on Human Rights, vh1ch should, as the President ~ad· said, be~ Confer~nce 

of decision, would provide vital inspiration tc the Executive Board of UNICEF, 

which was to meet in less than a_month 1 s ti.ine. 

The meeting rose at o.15 p.m. 




