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R~view-or: progress, .. nch:ieved . a~d .. i_dentifi6ation of major obstacles encountered, 

:, t .. at ,th·~- international;' 'regioi:iai ~nd national l~ve1s: '1n the field of;_ human rights . ) 

~~nc~ the 11doption:.a ~d··.proci~a~{o1i'. Of the ~n~ver~~l Deciaration of Human Rights ' i: 
. ' . . , . ' . . ( . . . . : \,,. -~ . . . -· ,: - . ' . ' . . . . . , .· . . . ( ·. 

in l~?, particularly ' i:i:i,'_,tlie . programmes undertake11: by . the United Nations and · 

specialized : ~gencie~ ·(i tern ~ ·of· the provisional agenda) . . . . . . ·:t 
/· ·' : : . . ;, . , ·_ 'f~ :' ' . : . ; : 
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7th meeting . ::- ,, •\' : 

' \ . 

Review of progres·s achieved . .'and identificati'on of major· obstacles· ·encountered,·', .'. · : .. i 
at the intern~tio~1 1 r.~gi'onal- ~nd nayional l _evels; in the field . ~f ht.un~m X:~ght·~· . .'. :.' ·<: 

~since the adoptisn and proclamat.ion of the Universal.De:~iaration of ·Ht.unan Right~ _.,· .. 

in 1948J particularly ,i n the :progranunes _under'tak:e~ by the United Natio·ns . and · 

s pecialized aeencies (item 9 o:f the provisional agenda) (continued) , ,, 
. ! . . \ 

General debate ·(continued) 

Election of other officers ( item 5 · of the provis.ional agenda) 

Constitution of collllllittees and working groups, as necessary · (·item 7 of the 

provisions l agenda) , . 
\ . 

Adoption . of :the .rules of proced.Ut'e (it.em 4 :or the pr:ovisionaJ. agenda) 

8th meeting 

·.•. ,.:: 
"':", • . ,, 

+ • • • • ' \ • • ' • • • , , • • • • • ' 

Review of progress . achieved a.nd 'identification of major o?stacl es ·. encountered, 

at the international, regional .~d 'national levels , in _the field of hum.n right~ : _: ::

since the adoption and procl.amatiori. ~f the' U~iversal Declaration of Human Rights ;.-- i· '.' '.· 

in 194-81 particularly -in the programmes undertaken by th~ United Nations .and 

specialized agencies ( item 9 ·or the provisional agend~) ( continued) -.· . . . ... , . 

. General debate . ( contfoued) 

Special messages addressed to the Conferenc·e .· .. : 

9th meeting 
. ~·. ' .. , 

Review, of progres_s .achieved .. and iqentif'ication of major obstacles . encountered; _ :···· .'·,. · 
. ' ' . ' . . . 

at t he international, regional and national levels, i n the field of human rights ... : 

sin~e the b.doption and :pr~clamation. ;f the 'Universal Declaration of HU!ll8Il Rights •_. . < 
· i n 1948, particularly in the ·pro~amnes ~d~rtaken by the United N~tions · and ··· · ·· ' .: 

,· . , . . ! .. 

speci~lized agencies ' (item 9 of the provisional agenda) (oonti!tued} .. . ,., ,_ 

General.debate (continued) 

_ organization of work 

and 

Adoption of t he agenda ( item, 8 of the prov'isional agenda) 

\ ... 
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SUMMARY_ ~ECORD OF THE · FIRST MEEI'ING 
•' 

• ' l , , 

held on Monday, 22 April 1968, at 11 a·.m •. 
'' 
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.,. 

I~~yora:r{ President: U.THANT ' · 

.): 

President:: : H. I.H. - Princess Ashraf PAHLAVI Iran·. 



·\>:\· ~ \ </i>i} ~}f l}} :.~~~~:.}l(\~{)/\/) Ji~\;:/·->/; }t~f {}1}!{~}},~ii_IJti~l!1if \ ~ ;/: :-· :, ·: / :::(· _: :: ; > -:_-:- '. ;_ /: :1:;~;~ 
;:t : -;,; .'A/CONF. 32/SR:f .:: \.:' , 'l :,·. ~'.':_' '<1 > _:•.-/ · , : , ~< ">·::- · 2 .1- f ·1:1;\,); .·1 .. \'1• ·it,; t,-:;,; .. '_,_ · · • •. . .;•:_: \ . 

:im ;\( ;i'. .'.:.'i\i-?1 /::}(:\ff//(>'.: :j;;;(~t)i,:f {jf /\ : : . . .. ' , . . . \ it 
:·;-~{--\(t.: OPENI~G'.'OF. THE pONFERENC~Jitem•:l , of , the proyisionaLagenda): .. .-· ,• 1 

,., 
'.i<f~.:.,\;< :..··· :~. -... , \ , . . ~: .:• . ~. · . , :* _ ... •: .. :: · ,, -~ • :·· ... · . .... :,•;:•~. :. ;\ .. ,: •• ,. • • , :·· 

~;}J.( '_-) ;~::·./;_;}·.\J n' th~_~pres-~nce of H~Li-1 . . •The Sh~i~s-~ah __ ·~ -~~hr .',ariror H.LM._ Farah Pahlav:i, .. 
, ... ,, ' ' • ', : ~ • •• ' • > • ; • • ) • ' • • •• •• • • •• '· • • •• • • • · < • ' • • 

:,_:._,:.·1·' ·shahbanoo o:f Iran, the TEMPORARY CHAI RMAN declared ' open· the International .Gonference on :: 
~ \ , : , ~ .~ .:; -~ • • : • • : • : • • • • • • •• • .. : • , \. ' • • • • • ' : : • ••• • •♦ ' • ? ..... ) • • • • •:. ..... • • i ' ' • ;. ·. ... 

'·-:/::'t<Human Rights, 1968; . The Conference was highly .honoured by: the presence of 
::-,::,:.-.. _.;.::-; ::· .. •;": • . .- .. ·.·. :' .. ·.·• . _, ~ . ·:. . · .. -'. .,., . ·. • , ;I ·:. · .. , · • . · · . . . , 
i:; :;_.>,.:-:· H.-I.M;: The ,Shahinshah Aryamehr,. who' had graciously ·consented to deliver the opening 

\~J}f\~,d9z:'.e~t \/_..:< ·· ... : · • :.- ,'. .... ·:.' . . · . . : •. · '.\.; ;:·.-.· ·~,.~-: :_· . •. , 

~!:}·tr> ADnRESs 'BY"H.r.M~: THE sHAHINSHAH ·ARYAMEHR .~ ·: .. ~· .. :~,> :.: .··:·•: ··:' ,.. 
•' l • • • • f • • " • I' • ' 

:,:f: .. r.:\ .. // ;<}:: . H. I ~J. The ·shatiinshah . ARi.AMEHR a·e11Je;ed \ti.e ·op~ning ~ddres~)/ 
.1 ~:~:•,;£\: .. · < • • • • .,, . · - -~- • • .,,..,. •,; , • • • • : • • • ' • 

\~} ;~?'. A1lDREss : rN .COMMEMORATION OF TI:IE TWENTIETH ~NIV~ARY OF THE AOOPTION_ ~F THE UNIVERSAL 
;:·.,. "/ ,.DECLARATION, OF HUMAN RIGHTS (1.tem 3 .of .the provisional agenda) · .. . t 
, ,•; .: Ji. ;., _' ,. ..... ,•:•," •: - : .. . ~ ,, :. : ., !,\. , •; • 0 • . • • • , • • • , , , • •, ,f ' • I , , , • , , : . ( • • • • ; • • • 

( · ;, :,. ; '.;,;"_
1

~·:·;_;·: ;.,- .· u. THANT; (Secr etary-:-General, of the United Nations) delivered an address in 
:-·.;,' ;~-=~,'·,~·:· : :,:...;:·; . . : . . . . . ' . .. . ' .. ' ·.' .· . . . . ' . ' ' . . . . 
/\/i:;:l!o::amem9ratfon of__: the. twentieth anniversary:-of the adoption· of the Universal Declaration , 
• >.• .. • , • . .. . 2/ . • . . . • • .•, ·, I • 

:: > ,:.· oi" ttuinari Rights· - '.< .. · -<: ; ·_; · ,.·, · · 
'-s):;~ ~ .. ;,?, .... ' . . .. } .. .' . : • ·_.,. ' .- ·. ' . . . . . :: ,;·, ·, ~ :· .'; ._; .. ... . 
°:.":··· :·: '. ELECTION:'_OF 'TH~ PRESIDENT . (item . 2 .of'.the proviJ!ion8.3: agenda) . .. · ·\· 
. •• •"::-•i .. ,\ .';~•~ :• ,' • ', : . ·• ·,' . • • •. • ' , ·. , ' •• ." I • . . .' ,, ' ' . • • • ., • . • . • . . . 

:_. .. ·-:. ::.'·.: :• ·.\ ./:-::, Mr/ CASSIN (F;l'ance) _-.proposed Princess Ashraf. Pahlayi· 
7
{Iran) for the office_.,of · : 

(/?:.:-~sid·~~-t; _· : Pri~~ess · Ash.raf . P~lavi had g:i:~~n anipj_~ · p;oof ,-of her int.erest in· the cause · 
: \ ."':; :· •.;•<. ' ' : < ·, . . . . . ' . ,, ~ , . . , : . . . . . ' ; . ' ' . ' ' . : : .. ', . ~ ' . . ' 
:;_ . of :huinan rights, both in her._- qwn country and :in:.'the· United Nations , .. and was thus 
t'. ,,~ • ' • • , ; ,. ; • : ' • .. • • • '' • ' : ' ' . : ., ·, .. ~ : • • , ' • • , • • • • 

:·.:·.e~nently'.,_fitted to ·guid~ :t he deliberations _ of:_the Conf_erence. . . 
.~ I, : f • ,: ,', , (. •• , .• . • • , . , • , • • • , : • • • • ,' , • •. • . ..' • :• ,, ' • 

: .. · · ::·.'. ;_ · Mr. NEDBAILO (Ukrainian .Soviet Socialist Republic) , Mr; PANT (India); 

' .. i'.~~:~. AHMED (Pakistan)·, Miss BENIT~Z :(Phi'iippin~~) '•: \M~ / KHALEF- _(Iraq) and Mr. MOHAMMED 

(.(1:-!ig~ris.)_. supportea.··the' nomination • . . : .. ' :;.: .. . ·. },<:.,·_.1_~ ·,1: .:>.. '. ·-.·. : . . ' · 
. . P~inc.ess\shraf Pahlavi (Iran) was·· elected ' President' by acclamation~· 

< ·_-·,:Princes·s -Ashraf ·Pahlavi took the Chair7 . > ···· ·<::. :.:::·/-:· 
. • · . . The :PRESIDENT wi~hed· first ·,to ·~xpres~·' l'1e1< 'gratitude· f~r the . confidence that · .. 

. • . . . . , . . . . . • • • . • : . . ·. . ' . : . i , . ' . . • . ·, 

t.he Conference had shown· in ,her in' electing her. ··to office! : The Conference, she was sur e , ' 
. . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . '. . . . \ . . . . . . : . . . . . . ' . . . . 
\J:i:-shed . through her·~~-- hono_u.r her .. country and 0: p~opl e_, wh~-- w~re' 'engaged . in a major econ?mic _' 

J • " • • • • • , • • , • • , • • • \ • ~ 

~.1:rl i _soc_ial revolution-~•j ne -~ai~ c:ibj ect· of whfoh . was ·.to: ~reate . the requisite_ conditions . 

. : ·for , the 'r~1r· i~~lem.eri;a,tion 'of· huma~ 0

rights · {~ Iran~· i,. ·. · . -'~ :- : .-:/ . ·. · · .. . ·. ·.· ~ 
. . .· .. \.. ... - . . .. . . . . . ' . -: : . . . . ·: . . . . : ... '· . . ,. . . . . .. ' ..... 

· · : • :, If she: were called upon to · describe the Conference in.-a ·few Yords;' she· would say 
' . · . ,· • •• . ' • • ' . • . • . . ; • • • . • . ·• . • . ' : ! . / ~ •• • j • •• : • • • •• • 

::, ~hat it ·was ·one of _· reca11; . questioning- and. decision~ It .woulg. ·l:)e one of recall; for '.'' 

. :! .~:her~ could be no human enter pr is~· without' rn~mory: .·: :·Thos~ -~ori~ 'the pa;ticipants who had<:; 
' : • ,~ .• ', • .. • , •, \•' ' ... • \. • \ • • ' < ' , ,. ' • • : • ' :, < • • • I • - _ • • 

'. i :~·: t~en •part. ·1n. the dz:afting and • adoption of. the. Uftiver sal' Dech.ration of Human Rights '; . ;-i 
. ;·· :· : . . .. . ., . . . . ,. . . . .. ; .·: } . ; :~ :~, . -~. , .. ; . . , , . . . . .. . . I . . . . :· , 

{)_;~(._}/ Th~ text of this ·~~~-:~~~ appears in ' t .he ·.Finai\ ;t::~/-th~ ·c Jnr·er en~~, annex II, A. . '. :_·'~ 

:•/''.,,':.}(, The text pf ·thfs addr ess appears _in the Final ~~t,' -~e~ ·rr: ··:·B. . ·-., ' ,:./! 
~~ > ••, t I •• • ';' • • •, , i ' ,( ' • • •••.•$ "',•'. 
• __ ;_, ::._,:_ ,-. · • ,' •• : •. ·, : • j •• • : ~ . • / .: • ' \ · ' ' ' . ,i :· 

··: ~· .. ~: •.;·.~ .. :: 
,:··1 .. -., .,:. 

• ; .' • · •, • • I• •,•• ,:. ~, _: • 

~ ' ... ·.; : / . . .. ,, ; ' , ~ . 
· " :··. ; . 

. · ... ; , ;; . > ,;:; : :_ i;:)1\ t'. "\·:i;.; :: · .. · ·.· .• · .. :. 
·> \ ~ -~ ! 

. :.-·. -
' :, 

: ! • 



., , r \ ,,., 

·would know ~hat ~he -m~!lllt~ :i Twenty years_: haa p~s~ed· ~i nc~ \ ~e ;;:ot~ on th~t document' '. ... .. 

"Which the General A,ssembly .had d~s~ribed as a histori ~ act. desi gned · t ~ ~tr ength~n world :. . . ' ,,, / . . ' '' ' .· ' ' ·. . - : ' . ' ·, . 
peace through the effor ts ·of the United Nations to free the . incliv:tdual from t he • . . ':; ·. > . 
oppressi on .and. illegal co~st~ints '.t~ which he ·was · all -too often subjected. •·Almost ·• . . ,. . 

twenty year s had -passed s ince 'the a'eneral Assembi;,' m'eet~g in Paris . on .10 ~ecember i9~~···. ·,_:"· 
. .· , ·'. . . .. . . r, 

had sol emnly proclaimed the thirty articles ·of the first univer sal mor al code. It vas ,._. / ·· :·. 

impossible not to re~a.11 th~ condit.ions 9~ta.~ni ng at that, .fs.r-:distant· epoch,·. i.rheri the . · · 
> ' ..... ' , ' • ••• • • '·,,,•, •', • •• \ 

world had just passed ' through the terribl e . trial· whose dev~stating_ effects had still · , • :·. : 

been felt almost e·ireryvhere . :. The genetou~ impulse of the General Assembly ha<f given .·· . , .. . : : :_' 
. ' . . . '•· 

ri;,e to g r eot hope:, a~ong the ou.f'fe r ing pe;ple.s , who had .se'en the .spectre of destructiol'l' ··.· -. ·. ·. '.· 
, , ' ' • • , .# , ' • • • ' , :., 

and misfortune fadlng away. At t.he . outset of its work, the :conference should recall al 1: ·, ·: :-. 
. . . ' . .. . . ~ ; 

those things and -shoul d spare a g rateful thought to the memory _of all tne men oi' :go0d · ; .... . ,., . 

\11.ll who had worked to br-ing the · Deqla.rati on into . being·, . . ;. 
:.' ·. ' 

The Confer ence !)lust a;tso be one of quest ioning. Tven;ty years was the :time for . 

corning oi age, the time a t which .to question the road one. was following·~. The 

. :- .... 

Declaration, altho~gh univ?~sal in scope, had come int o bei~ at a_ specific date i n· the ~ ': ... · · 

devel opment of the United Na.ti'ons; indeed, 
,,.,,.,~· . ~ ' ·~ ' 
~ol oni al countries achieved independence. 

the evolution .of ideas about human rights. 

only ·much lat er had most of· the then . . . 
I:t, also corresponded 'to-a certain .moment in • · ·. 

Although_ ·the pri~cipl~ ·of. eco~o~ic and · -
I 

social j us'tice was implidtly r ecognized in it , th~ nature and scope of the, rights in 

question had been left unspecified • . Moreover' in 'that ;elfiti yely: shor t period of time, 

the world, borne in the wake of. one of the most ex~losive sc i entific and t echni~al 

.,. , .. 

. \ 

revolutions .'i.n hist ory,. had adopted acceler ated rhythm or an unprecedented· cbarigEi. It · , : : · ... 

was therefore o~ly natural to· wonde~ :-whether the Decl ar ation and the progr~es, ~der- :-: ' _,; 
. . . 

·~aken by• the· United Natio~s family in' the fiel d of human rights since '1948 had lived·~p _. 
.. :;~ :·. 

to their promises .- : _For tun~tely, ~ assessment of that kind was provided for ·under 

items 9 and 10 of ~he agenda. 1Jithout wishing to prejudge the result of tna.t 'reviev, ·. 
' '\ , . 

she felt that she could r ightly say that , while much had_ been done , still more remained : 

to be accompli shed . 

. Over ·the past twenty years; thanks to the Decl aration and to . the efforts ma_de by . ''. _·,·:. 

the United· Nations and the specialized agenciei , there · had ctevel ope.d s gl t>bal concep't of · · · .. ~-
. huin'an rights, going beyond' the 11clas'sic freedomsll to embrace also economic, social and '; _i_:.,:. · . 

. . ·.., . . ,: ·, ~.} 

·cul tural ,rights . · It ·z;epresented . a vast pr ogramme. "Declarations" r el ating to · one ·or 

other right had come into 
1

eristence . .. T~~:important· covenants, on civil and political 
/, , . . . 



?Y'• 1¾~ ;-igh~s-~and· oni -~con~mic/:$9~iafa'naf•cul~ur~·\ ·ig'fits;; lia_a· -b~en,.adoP.ted·· by ,the· General . ·,_.:_:'._·:.·.·.~,~--
. ; ~;/ : ~: · · • ~ . ...,, ? , •"' '-! ~• . • ••;: , '"',. , ,' ,,," . •;"t•: ... : •l,• ,,'J\ , • ~r '\ ~§ : \,• ,,,. ) • • ·(· \.•, • , • ,, ,., ·, . 

. >:< '.;'·:~A-ssembly'.in· 1966.', ,,.Conventions; µnd'_.r /;comni'endations'· relating t-o di°scr.imina~ion• in . ( -: · · 
-~ii·{f,:. .1.~'t·y.;,: · ., ...... ': · ,,.•· · . . ~i.••••'• •·:\ >·::•· • .. ·. , :-·, (:- " ~. :. ~· .,:-: " ',· .. ··. ·,·· 1 .. ·· . . ::: .:·.:-; :~ ;· "~- . ··:~ . · . . : ·· . ··.. '-: , •.· 

:::::,\t,<educatiori' and in 'empl oynient had\ ti~sri '· produc_ed~•;_.-;·:;Lastly , -the no~.:.governmetita1 foter- ... : '. / 
'·?</ ~:~.-~.-:-· .: .. -~ ~-~-.. :~_:! , . · · .. {. < :·· · . -.~- :;, ·•::··~·::::;,;~-.. ~-;;, :::f '"~< ·. : •"~"",:~- . .. ; :... . . · ;::.:·.:: · _: \~~- . ... . ·;: , 
· ,U~(:,,. :t?,at:ional organizations · . .lllld .. v'.ar~6us ~s, tiona:1·. associa tio_ns ·had done·. effe.cti v_e W?rk . 
-,:•:~ •. '1. -.; .. ··. · :·:· -· : : :; .. · ··~ · ·· ... _,. . · . . . · .;: . ··'~ t.: . •!~' .. ,.:. •··· ~· . · •; · . . . . . · .:, . ·" . , 

;/\J(;,r·: ~:\,;.~11~ '. ali"thbse ~er~· epcciuraginf' achi~v_ements, .. there . was : still 'grea,t cau.ie for 
:·r.~.♦.-.~:-.•}~· : :"- ·, ~:t .· ' · ~_.,.: . . · · :· •. ,· .. .. :· . -•"·· ."·,· ~· : .. -.. .... {\·: .. :~_. ·: ~·: .. ,-.· . . ·: -~ . · . . ~ . . . . .. . 
;;:\,(: : ;conce·rn .:' . Racism: with . 1t·s 1 tra in'rof ·nusery :.and injusticE,' was still- rampant in many parts -~\".;-
t\,:-~ ·4.,\ ) ... :-. . · .. 1.. • •• :·. ::··: ,.; .-:.• : .. ~ ...... . · : • • • • :-:< ·. · . . ··:'. .. ~::· ...... ~. ;./ .· •'•'· . ..... · . .- .... .. · .. ·, . .' ~· 
;7r,'.;'( .~:0£ • the world . ;· Intolerance .6£ ;eve·ry. kind, stil;!..".- kept many:' .human. groups apart . . The gap .. · 
;,'::_: :. :,;;.:.t•••~• .. ~,: : < ' ~ , •,-.- .. , . .... ~ .. • .' ••" :.,-• • : ~ " •.•: •: .. :•:• . . :., .,:•• • •.•, •: • . •:.',,• ,• ,: . •' •.• ' • • '. ••. •; • , • • I • • • . • :.:,,,t"I: 
ft?;.-J ,b.E!~we_en :":1:.h~:.rich: and the: ge~.ieloping couritrie's•_continued to grow~ : More ·than one third or ·,,. 
·{ } ~r: :;~; .. · - ~. ;, :• ~ ► · ) • , , :. . ,: . '-. •' :.•. • , ' •· 1 -. ... , •• •:.~ , .•. f · ,.,•·, •:• . . ••~·• • ". , •, · • • •. ·. I •· ' .. . t .. _."::;. 

,<\ ..f.\\ \ t1,:ie :world I s popul ation iias. st~l~_beset:. by,: hunger·, disease ·and : ignor~ce._ . . ·· ; . : 
-~_;. l <l•, \..,1r:(~.• .::-_.,.;,. : -: ··.: :· : · · .. ' :. ·:• . · , · !~· .. :'.:,: • .. •,'1, ~ •• 1,. ' ...: :,; ~ •.• · •· · ,• ··. • . ,. "':. .✓.•) 

/l-\i~:-': --\(:~I n;.v1_ew:"of that ,~taJe 'of. affap::s, •:the _Ccinfer~nce was ·oblige~ ·to ·ask. it.self some ,_.:· 
_;,•, ,ci; ,l,, J : \ ''•• • . • ~ ••• ... , • . , •• ' • •; •• . ,) . • •. •, 1 . :,•: .•. • • • ••• . . • •~• 

lef\,. ,;questions .:- It :behoved .the' Confe'renc\{ 'to :1cientify ·.the maln obstacles 'to :the full ;-i { 
1~,• ~.', ;" ~~ "•• . • . .._l _ . ,• • • . :• • • • •., • ' •.•:, ~. •. •~ • •; \. • ~• • ••• •.• • •• ". • '• 

i:c ;1-.;:;implementation ·of humart rights' at -both the:"intercii.tioris.l: and . the ,·national .level. It was .:-
:( <!f l .:\;, · ~ · .. · · : ' ;. · . . :.):'.· ... . ~ . ' . •. :• , ·- :. • : · .. \, :· . .. ·.~· ··.··:~. · ·1 ·.· • ···, .\·: •. . ... • ·:: } 
:: W:.:':' i t's · 'duty ' to appraise the ··eft'ectiv'eness of. ,the': methods· and ·of ':techniques employed hither:-.-. 

/~:}"j~-i: tbov" .~11, it ;.s .e~Ji~d ~p;;~ ,;'~ ~~•i U~,'\ ;ro?;.amme ~£ effa~tive alld coherent ; ',.::i 
:~··?t);'.~cti~h;':h~~: would 'lead,--.to-,_d~-~1~,~~-e. ~~~:g~~~,s .;_t~"'.~r~_s _ tru,e a~9- ful~-·respect · for. the ·-. ?· 
.: / \f:,-,dign,:.t ~!. ._of :th_e ; huma?l . p~rson~ :.;:'-" ".· ;"_ .-: : -'~-:' ;t:·! / ·';-'.' ,i ~ -- :: . ' .' ,. '. ,> : , ; .. . , .. .- . · -.-., 
'.:_'.~/ '\ ~ : 2-,_;;·:j t ·em: :1i· o°r: .\the agerida ~o~ld: ~n~bi'~ -:th~ -C~~fe~~nte ·.to·· a;~ess· ·.the -i~ensity of the: :':· /.\ 
. : , .. ' r:·.•:·::·.~. ·:.:.:. ::··.- · , .. . · . . .. ·. _.. ·· .. . ,. ;• .. • ... r£ .. . ;. ~ ..• · ~ - ~ .. ~ .' ., .. . • . 

·;_.~:;. ·}_;task ·yet :t·o ,be· .accomplisl,ieg. ~) .; In,:·.:the ; v'of~d; of ... t9day -;large regi~ns stili ·suffered hungei: . :5; 
.~ ... ·'!'•.:•· -;·, .• · . ;, ' ••• ~· . • :~. { ·.• · , . , • • . .. • ... · •. ··., ·:·: :· .... .. \·, . ·~ ~ . . .• : . · . . . .. J< • • • . "'.::. 

, ._,.t , ·and :.hundr-eds of,mil lions ··ofilliterates:-.;had.' no means . of obtaining ·education . . It was a ."•\ :::.. 
,.•:< ··.-· ., ... ~ . .. · . . · ·•. !·· ·· . .. . . ·. ,:: ···/'... . ' .~ • · ,· ,. ~- . .. ·:: . >, ·.'· ...... .', '. '•·· , . . ·. . .. ,. .?.:._:~,: 

': i' 1 .:. -.,. "world wnere ;discrimination: and hatred still •flourished, where ' some countries ver e adopt..:.•") 
~ 1•,. •.:_J ,r!· . • • · <o •. • • • - ~- ; • .'.· • • ! . .~: •• . • ·.:'.• " ''I.· ~-•··:•'' •:• : : . ·: . .. • · . . : .. \. . . . •, . . ' ;. ·~ 

: l :- : ; ·, •• : '.ing ' racism a~;·a· method ··of :governm~nt ,l· ·c1eipit~. United' Nationi . decisions , -' and .where ·. '.·-~ 
·:·~:..-.. ~ : .. - ", . . ,. · . 1.::, ·. : · . . ·•. . :;:_.· - · .. , . .' · .. . ".,~· ·•.•.1·: •,. .• , . :· · •. , . . • . . ··.- ~~-

' •, -~> . _educated me~ dared: to·• justify· the' odiqus-. fonn ··9f :,segregat'ion · lmown as ."apartheid" . It . -:d 

. : ·. was .' a ~bri~ wh~r~--t~e·· c~ -oh '·st1il:\h~d~;~ai:·vh~re ~ea~. a~i~s · still threatened . ·. >~;} 
' .··· • • • • •• • • .. " ' · ., • • . · · ;, • • • • • '. · : : ·.-:· ·· ·~· · • • ·: • • • ·; • • ·: ' · ·: • .. , < ; . .. • • ... • • , .. ,, 

. ··:>._ i ·~millions. of .human J.ives ~ where peoples wore: still subjected· to .the colonial yoke , and· .. , .. ·:< 
.. __ ::/:i•·. ·. ·. • ,·,:· :. ,. ' · . • .. : : • ·. ; ..... · ... , _ 1•·' :\.:, , .:: :,.: •:.·; . ,/ ' ·;·:: • ~ •• • : ' ·: · .... ' •: ~ ·~ • • • ' . • ,:1:,::t. 
f '.,;: _,, .· wqere ·.more~·.tha.n · half ·of . the . population ' wer ·e~ deprived .cir their mo·st elementary needs. :-; · ,: )~ 
•{·; :: ~., . ··--:: • .... , ... ·.• :·:.~· . ... : ~~·. _ ... · · ·. : ·-:: .,. :. ·~·•· r ·· . . • .- 1 ,..·. : •• ~ . • ...... • • . • · : ·: · • • ,; .. . ·~·•;..,t 
· · .... : •· ·In ·.those; circumstances;· the '.provisions of:'-'.the ,Universal · Declaration were · still ~ for ·vast .,:, 
./ l ·,,. (:•: · .:•·;:, _.. , .• ~~ : .. . . · · . . ···.·= .. : , '. ,.:• .~::.:• )·~·-:.· .. .... /~ ·~.:- .. · ,·· .. . ~. •· . ) ·: . . ··: . · .. ·:· 1., ;·J 
t . ~·:·::, . pumbers_,:,- ~f peop~e, ; no ,more . th~ ·fpr.omises.•~J~:·· .. _.: .~ ·: .. , · • ·:' 4. ~ . ~. •: • ~ • :. , . , • •• · •· :~. '. · '~· 
... :: .. •• ~# " : .. ·.•'i, ••.:.,:: ','!;, :• • : ' · , \ : . , • .<~. •• • ••1~•. : •.1•;•. \0 

. • . • • •• • •. · : • ::• • ; • • :: ~ •,\ 

< ..• , • . :'..' ; . : If,. ··however, . the vast means provided .by· ·sci ence·. and technology .were used in a more ::/: 
., ·. , ··:;·.1 ,._~ .. .. . , •. . . ·. :: .... , ., ·· ... . . . · -.... ;.:-. ·. " •> ., ... · ··: • •. ~·.: : · · . ,,; .;.~. : .~ . .. ' .• - . . : · ,:.·;-:..·~ 
~, .: ·: :reasonable . a!ld · eqi,iitabl e fashio_n;• :;th~y ·vo~~d e?able those promis~s · to be kept within ~ ; 1_.~ 

l '.{ '.>}e~ati~e:-ly.'short -: ~e-ri~d ~:~f~:_t :.ine·. -/ t\;waJ,) .h:~.t1~f +~n~e \h~t :~he Confe~en~e :became one· of; l 
\ ;.'.. ) ,decision. ' It -was 'called. upon: to . ."overcome: ;bstacles .to the fulLimplenientatiori of human:···,.<: 

.:; ) / :: ri~ht_:-~·:, :The' will ' to· ~c~·e~d ~:st~ ·b;I ~ ~:; )_n~~i-~:it;·o~· • .- ' ~he'_ ~ou;i.~ ·•urg~tly
0 0

~p~~al
0 

i'or· tb:~~: 
·1. ~ • • . •• . . • • , • . • , . . • . . • • ,. • , • I •. , ,._ • -:; , 

~:-:\:, 'i.rill to·'_he strengthened .. to .- the 'full; · : ·1t-. was the. sacred. dutJ of -the C6nf erence :to draw \ -:;:: 
. ·,:._: ::",, ,: . . ·,. : , . .·., , . : . . · .. : . :. ~.·: -. .~ ';.' · . ... :· . : .. ; . . . ; . . . . ··· ·:- .~ · .. ;-•;,~.,: 
0:J;:,;.: · up :an_ eff~c~iv_G and .. po\rerful ·p~ogra~me_ 6(.a.:cti-;<:>.ri before it: e:aine. to. ~ -c~ose. \ ·For the <>:i\ 



:~\:. ;<:.~ ·.·,:~;~ . 
.-.:.r• ·-::! :· ... ', ... 

. -::' ·; . 
; .. · ,, :· ... : ... 

. '.~ 
i J 

, ; , ,· ," 

. . majority of the· world 1s inhabitants/ the D"eclaration··was still. no :more · than "theory. ' · It .·:•:.', 
. \ . . . . . . - ' . . ·.:' .. .. . . . . . . . .. ; : .. : : .. . ·· .. : . . . . ,. : ~-•·.·. . .. . . .: ~ ...... :··( .. ~-~ 

': must be constantl.y.- bo.rne in·· mind: that . a theory:which was· not - put· into ·pr~ctice ."ended by "<: -'.i:. , 

,_· :condemni~g . its·:su~~~rter;:_. ·
3 

," \:-. _· .• :: . _' i: .. ,·:,';.'.> .. -~ -: -.·:::·>',. :_- _,:: ·.· .. , . :-:-·: ,<_" ·o_':_· ··. : : . :_ -·:··.: .. :_.·:<'.tJi>: 
·. The moment had ,come to_ .prom·ote . the forceful measures needed to give full · effect_.:to ':' -~ >:: 

. . .. ., : ·.. . . . . . . . . . . . ' . .~ . .. . . . , .. · . . . : . . . . ' · ·: : ': ~ .. ,;. 
human rights • . She was sure _that all the . participants were fully aware of ·. the immensity . '·: · . .-
. ' . , . . . . . ' . . . . . . ._ . : . . ,. . . . : . . . . . . . ' .. ~. :- .·.~. 
and importance of the· task. · .They ·had ·not come· to· the .Conference to· produce polished . . : ... {;: 

· texts or weak -comp~omi~e;; they had come .t6° deal with ·a 0 probl~rn that :rooked ~o ~~l~i(:-'._'>::./;; 
': the problem of the-hu~an _condition:·:·. The· Oo~fe;~nce ~~st .-b~c6m~' the ~pearh.ead .in t~e' :·\':\· ·-_,":·) 

: ·. great s t ruggle for ·hu~a.n j ustice; ·:rt ~~st de~6~~trate .. t ·o t~e -~orld . it~ d~te~minati6r{···:tb·/\·( . . . . . ' · . ... .. 

·• ::;: ?ii~:ir:;~:: :E t::N:::~ vestiges O\"'k~'. racism, .. "=•r, i'.}c:{~\\ 
At . the request. of the President' -Mr. SCiraEIBER (Execut_ive_ Secretary . of ·t he '.-.::: ·';>·-\ :: ': 

. : . . . . . . . . . . . :· . / . '' . . . . ... ' . . .. 
Conference) read out the ·text .of -messages received: from H.H. Pope··Paul VI, the President .::'.:.-·: 

. • • •• • • : : • • . • • • • , . • • .: •.• • • ., .: • ., t • • • . •. . . ·; :·:I . · .. · 
· .of the Twenty.:;.second Session of the General Assembly; the President of the Republic 'qf>·:: :_~, 1; 

. . . . \' . . . ,.. . . . . . . . ·. . ! . ' . ' • ' . . . -~ . .. ·. \ ~ . :''.' :·~· 

· Finland, the -President of the Republic of." T,urkey, the President , of the ·united States of y:- ~-.- :: 
, • • • ~ •, • , , ' •,' I " , • • • • ' • • • • , ; ~ : '. ' ', ,! ':;:\•·~, r~ ', 

· America, the ,President . of" the _Council of .Ministers of ·t:he Union .· of Soviet Socialist • .,· ·.·;,:; ,:"'· , 
. : . ' ·. . . . . · .. : . . . . . ,, . , . . :· .·--:· :' ... 

~epublics, the Prime Ministe,,r of the Uniteq Kingdom of G_reat Britain 0;nd Northern.'. .··:-'if:/;~~~:·::_ 

Ireiand, the Mi~ist.er . for Foreigl:} Affairs of Sveden.Y and .the. Chairman a.nd ~~mbers of th~·:. :~\: 

: . World Council of ~hu~ches >: ·. .·•· : _: . ?:: '/ < ·'.·~:.:;_ 
' . . T

0

RIBUTE TO THE MEMORY ,OF THE REV. DR." _MARTHfLlJTHER KIN,G~: JR: . . ·., . . ... ·.-.(' 

On the propos
0

a:l of .. Mr. KANYEIH.MrnA "(Uganda) , .. the members of the Conf~rence ~-bserved ··' .. \ 

orie minute's silence in. tribute to the memory of the Rev~ Dr~ Martin Luther King, Jr.:, ·.·L ,·:_.~;_:": 
.Mr: WILKINS . (Uni t"ed States of America) ·said that he .was su:re· he was spe3.ki~~i:·· /::,f ;° ,, . . . . . . . . . ,; ' . ~-. ' .. 

:ror all the membe~s of his delegation' ·· ; s also. f~r the ~illion; of ~eric~s who had < ,.,. '.'. f: 
b~en outraged; sadde~ed and shocked ··by th·e tragedy- that · had . overcome th~ir ·country, in .<\ -: . 
expressing thanks f~r the tribute pai

0

d to a f_ellow-countryman who at ~he ·same. _t~me· had :?: <:'.:_:; 
~een a co~tryman . ~f ~v·e·ry hum:n· bei~g . in the _v1_orld. ; ~ . :,. ..• ; -~ ::: ; 

·, .,: • • , "· ·~ ... J -= 

~ • • • • I • ·• .f ~ ? ·, •', ·~ .. ,: '. ► \ 

, The meeting ro.se at 1 p.m~ . ' . ., . . .. ·,·-~ . , ,,":; .:,. , 
; ... . 

: i 
; .·, · .. · 

. J./ .The com~leite-'t~rt -of th~s~: m~ssag~s appea;~- in the Final Act of · the Conf~~~n~·e, 
annex III, A to H. · · ' ,. · · · •, 

. . ' . . 

: ,. .. . , , .. . ' .. 

: ,, .. 
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;,.::,::~•;, • •~• '/C:; '• .• ,\'•,:. ,,...I•: .. ~:~;:• :, : •, >. : ~ :• ,:_,,l, . :•:, •,f• ,: ~• •: •; •: J:•: • I • •' •• • :••.•~ ,. ~•• 
· ~:_.: .. -· ·. · · ·. · · · ... ;·. ~\_:-: ; ti:: · .. /i, _i(t-::~:i ::</fT~::\\\/~~·\\· t_;.::._t\;·.\:::<' ... :· -_._.:_.\ -./ .. · · :\' ~--.. -:,./.: ~ -.. : . · -.. : ··· ... -:.:. :. ,.;_:·- . 

.A/CONF.32/SR.2. · .· · · - ·. '., ., .. · . . · ... · :-- · 8 ·- . :,.:. , ·;,, . ·.·· ·. . -.,:. ':., : , ·., 
"' ·,.· ·:' ·-: ,:· '. :-,,-··.:. :·, : •, ·. :. · ... :·/;->·;-'::>: · .:·:,: :>_: ... •,:. :·\:: .. <·\.; .: . :'/ 

: • t : • • • . •• • •· • .,: • • • • : " ' • '. ~ • • ., 

; ' • •• ) · • • • . .:· ,' ' ! ·' . .: •• '• , ·: ·;· . 

. .': ~ ·•• • • '• . : '. i •• :\ •.•. 

' ...... . ~! .· 

SPECIAL ME.5S AGES ADDRESSED .TO THE : CONFERENCE . : ; ·. ·. - -· , ,. : . , .: . .. 
. \, . : . . . ' . . ·. : ·; . . ·, . . ' . . : ,• : \ : . ~ ... ':. ... ·: . 

Mr. SCHREIBER (Executive Secretory of the Ccinference) read out: :messages · •t.; . 

received by the · Secretariat sine~ "th~ oi:enfug·. ~~ the . Conforen~e from· Marsh:al_ .Tito, . . . :, •· · : ': \ .· 

President of the 'socialist Federal Republic'ior Yugosla.rin, Mr~- Lu~ke, Presid~nt of,.the · ' . . ' '.··· 

Federal Republic of Geroany, ~d Mr. Boye, . Chairman ·or th~ Collllilission on Human ~ghts··· '. : . . ' ·· · 
~t its twenty-fourth ~ession.Y : . . • · · ' . · -/ · · ,... •.·./ 
. , .. ' . : . . .... ,.,, 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK . · · ·-· . · 

The PRESIDENT' invited the Conference to consider items 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the . I' . ' · •• : . . 

provisional agenda. The draft rules ·of proce~ure (A/.CONF.3.2/2) had been drawn up by t\ie ,-~" 
( Preparatory Committee for th~ Conference e;tablished

0 

in pu~su~ce of Genercl. -~;sembly_·:' ;. 

· Resolution 2081 (XX) of 20 December .1965 and had been .considered by the General ,,Assembly,:·_· ··.-: : 

~d modified by resolution 2339 (XXII)° of 18 December 1967. ~ith '_regard to 'the elect_ion ·.-... ,.~.:· 

of other officer~; she said. that, :as . the delegatio:r_is ho.d not yet been able t~ agree on· --~: 
' . . . . . . . . . ' . 

the nomination of Vice-Presidents, it would no doubt be prefer.able to postpone the 

' election to ~ later meeting. . .. , .. . _,-; ·' 

Mr. CHIKV ADZE (Union · of Soviet· S~cialist Republics) deplored the . discrimin.atb,y ': , . · .. 
. · . ' . : . ""'\ . ... . . 

nature of the invitations sent out fo:t: a Conference whose object was essentially universal • . f: 
' ' \ . ' . ' ' ' ' . , ... , ·; 

He th_ought it inadmissible that ·a country l~ke the German Democratic Republic, which ' had • . . ,,· 
l ' . , . , . . . , 

·done so ouch to counter the re-emergence of _Nazism and had re~ently enacted a b~s~c law·-.· · 

proclaining the :rights of workers, shouloi not_ be· rel:'rese~t.ea· ·nnd 'that. no imn.-t~tions had 

. been extended to sover eign States_ which, although not. at- present Members ._of the United 

Nations, were nevertheless entitled to take ,part in the work of the Confer_ence.,..-.,. The · ., 

situation was o.11 the more ir.iquitous· in that the seats to which those State's were entitled·, ' ·. 
. ' . 

were in fact occupied t;y representatives of governments artificially supported by certain ·_; >' ••• 

We.stern States, governtients which could not 
t • • • . 

. . ;:,.• 
in rJ.nY·. 1,my. .be. considered · tis the _legi tiLlate .. · · .. 

goverru:ients of China, Vietnam and Korea • .. 
·. . . . . 

·.- · .. 

Mr. Tsing Chang LIU (China) registered his delegation 1? · strong ol;>jection to . I 

the renark~ of the representative· of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re~blics rego.rding 
/' , • • . l • • 

the representation of Chinn.· He pointed out that the Government of the Republic of · 

China was th~ on1;·· 1eg.itimate. Government of China freeiy ~lected by 'the people . of the 
'·. . . . . . . . ·,' ' . ~ .. 
. whole of Chinn a.ccording to· the Com,tit1:1,tion of the country, · and was recognizedi 0,3 :mch · 

by a majority cr: tre ·Sovereign States ;f.'. t~e ~orld, ~; ~ell as by th·. United Natio~s ·and •: , : · :.: 

· tll its specialized agencies • . Furthermore, tne General ·Assembly alone had the po'Wer to··::. · ... ;: 
••• • • < •• \ , : : • 

settle ~he question, which was outside the competence of the Conference. 

The text of these oessages appears_ in the Final Act .of the .Conference, annex III, 
J ' I . I, _ o.ndK. , _., 

: ',• 
I • \• : • .. •. 

I • 

. \ ,:· . · , . 

. ·.;,• '' I 



.' · -; • , , • 4.• ; • \•2b -" .. i~h"4'; :_x .... :.-:· · ·. ;;. . . :,~~:..'f-J .... · ... :-_r..;!),:;,:,::: ~·~:_,.-..~·(. t-~--t<~r-o ·:::~: ,~,- "~~~:..: 1,:::~~tr~1:~r::T:'"! ,::·~:~',-; . ) .,;; ,.J,.:f 1:.:;\i.'o: .j~; · . ', .' ' :- ;·.: .::~-~· .. r~:~~.~t! 
'-~:· ..1; '~ {,r,i_~i; .~ . ... .. ,)'{, 't,',,."''" • '.1,i;.r.·:r • " 4 1_4-. ', ;, .... ~~ .•. t;,f';,?·~ ·th·~•,{..., JJ'·.~i:'\t i?'./1,;-~ r ,.r,"-:t~J~il.,'\1-, il.ti),; '1'1_; "s 1;.<,,:·;,;-:•i 1;."1f,;r..~ ,, ,\. ,,. ,#_.... . } ::·,r-._~,-- t,., .. ,i1! 
',,.:.}a-:··.: · ... ·>;:'< · ·:-rMr • . RESICH (Poland) con'sidered ~it··inadmissibl e' .. that, twenty years .after the .·:-<-;'.' 
~\:::tJ-.:1r,r~~~:-,::7":•.:•! ._\_~···:.":i .. .. ·· · · ...... ~·:·-., .. :· -:;: .-, \ 0

,· ... , ~ .. -= :.- ~·,: .. ···· .. · .. : ··. ·:.", .. >,, ·.•_.:..ii'".:; ·. •, . . ,··· ' ' '] · .. ·: .; 
~}~~'\'jP~~clamati,5m _- ot <th_e.·_Uniiersal ' ~claration bf.}{~;)ti.ghts; :·the _Peop~e I s :Republic of . '. : -:'. 

t\: r_('..Cliina_',-and_· .. :~he :- ~.1~/~moc_'_;~t. :t'~··: Re_,-. µ;~u{\,~r~_·:·- _·~-tj#>deni~4 :the ·;ight :. 'tq tak_ e part . · r .. :._.-:: . 
.. \ ... ·..: ·J-1,• .: •. ,,~ • ~. ...... · •, . : • . . ' • . · ', • .·• , • ' · ' ., • • ... ·, -t • • • t~ " r. · ••• ~:, -. ' • • ,, • . ' : . ~ •. 

/ :,:\:-- .in the :'work -of· a. Conference : which·· concerre d : .them -: a'.s i. ruch' as. other State:,·. 
~ .. .,_.;i~:~, ~.<.;··:·,: : -. \ ·· . ,.:: .• ._ .. :: :·,\ ·· ... · . -: - -•· . .i , ... •' ,··. · ··. · ·_:_,..,,, _, , .. ·. . . ' . - ✓• ~ ... - • • 

Yf?~~:~·.'\;.':_·:;\: :· /ir<,CASS~ (F.r~cer .s~d .ttla~i :;:~~·::"the_~ppihi:on,' of th~ _Fre~c,h. Government, the ./:(-( 
:•!ft{i pla.'oe ;reserved',for. :China-·shouid be : oc~upied . by ·a repres_entative· of the Government of ·., ·,:··.;, 
; ~'f ::-: ::,. . ' . . --~- .· : ,·. ' ·. ·'\ .- ··: . .. . . ·, .. ... . .. ·: ~-· '°~ · . ' • ;' ... . . . . ,: •• : • • .. .. 

';..f~·;: :·, :th~ ,People 1s_~public. tif China and· not -oy·: a representative of the Taipeh authorities. _. '> .: 
~~!,-_J~_:((/ ;_: t ; ·_ \ Mr~ .BUU (&publi

0c of_ Yiet~N~).: ~a4J .:the.f\11s, ·aivk~~I?,t. ;,;as , a legitima.t~ and :::} · 
,;.:._•( ... • . •, •. ,:•r • . ' , , • . . •• • ' , ' •• ,• . • . • • '. ' ' I\ ~ •. " • ••• : • • ,. , , • ~ • 

!:-i(f: deinocrat~?.·_·one_ an.( h~: been :elect~d-. by -· the: people: o.f .. ~outh Viet:..Nam as a whole, whose . ,·.·:: 
• . t .. '":.t:~.::•.\ , , '. · . . : · .!•'. .. . : : ' . ·. , • ' .... . . · .. , · · .. · . . . . •· · , , .· . ; . \ : . ··. ' -. 

·~?1>_:. :~ had beep., freel;.i-expressed· at ·the 1966 and' 1967. elections.-.:' The constituent 
• •;•':, • •~ ,0 • • ••,: • '-1: • v ' • •• •• ,, •: • • • • ; ' • • < • ! •V • , ( • • • • .: • • • 

::;'f X :_:; assembiy : i;,hen. elected. -had ·. adopted .! a · c·onsti ttitio~ :~hose· articles : l to 29 reproduced 
~-/1:·:<"!..:··:·\ ·.· : ,: ... \.: - ~ ... : .. . ·:. •. : , .. ,.\·. ·. ·\·, .... . :: 
/-'t. 1z/.-·aJ.most·/aJ.1·

1 the hunian rights set ·out in tbe:-1948 Universa1 ·neclarat:i,on • . . - - : : 
-.:,;• •• ~.:\;'·•: •.► ~ •. •• -.. ; ·.,. ;. ~t· . , i •• .. ·• · •, ,,. ; ' •. _ ► • " ·, , ' .· • ., · \, ' •;' I •• •• ' 

-.:. · f 
, .• !.•·:- . 

: ~t~ }'. 

?i}:.( :~{:~ ;: ',·i-:' / .. J4r•.·,°Suh Chan LO .- (Republic· :of- Ko:i:ea)',:'._ replying :to -;the :representative of the 
-:'~·;:::,,:(':,: ~.·.r :·. ,- : . : ·. ' · ·· ~ ,. · · . · . . ·. ·, :\ .•.' ,·. · . · ,• 1 

: : r ···. · . · · ·. ·· I ; . ... . ~· /•;~ 

'f'.i~( !7~~0~ ~rfoviet· ~o~ialf _s\ ~Jmbli,cf, sa.i~ i:th:~t_ :.~~-f Rt3pu~~c of ~o~a had teen set up ·.: ~-Y~, 
' °;¼~'~:.·;·; .in 1948· .under the auspices ."of -the -United·. Nations •and ·that · the · people had ·.expressed :· · ,.>:,;~ ::!'{;;, ... •:_"'. '..:.' ' ,':, ,.• , -~ .. •• .••: , , :,~,. 0

.'; ,, •, , • . ,,, . : • . • , • , ~~. • • .•. •, •f: . . :, ••• .. .. , •, . • l •., , '''\r• • . 1;::.• .•• 

::\ . ;} :-their.· wilJ.: ·at' general' electi'ons ;"- t~e lJni ted Nations' had recognized • the legitimacy of · , . .',: : 
,.~.;.:· . ,: ·: · •.... - . ,; ·· .• . ,·· . :• . .. •· ·" : · ,.", · ,·: : • .. . .' . . • •. . · .. ·.:.• ·' : . . · ·}. :·.\• • . • · . · : · .. . : . • .. ~ .:t_. ..... 

· .: ·· ::·!L ~he · -~_lected. government_ in ·t .he,. same year~-.{ Th~ :.Republic , of ; Korea, -: which contained more than 
),•, !,. •• :"t • • :• :' :"'• • •• • •, • • , • , • •• • • • '; • • • ; • • • ~ • ;. • • •.- • ; • f , • l • l • • • •. • 

,<.-.',, i wo-thirds ·of the·.Korean people, had diplomatic ,.-relations•-with .eighty States and was 
: • 0 .:.::: • •• . ·: • • , • ,. •· _.., • , • 0 0 0 ' • • k .. • • ", • , 0 ,; : ~ .. 0 • •: , • 0 $ • • •· • • • 0 • •. 

··: . :,-· a: member of ·s~veral ;S?:}Ciali.zed agencies . and.':°of' more' -than one hWldred international 

·-y=)! d~g-~tia~~clis·~- '.'l'he; d_onfe~e~c~ h~-be~n _·c~~~-~~~~·:/ o}pr~~ote : ~d __ ,Pr?te~t·fun~amental :·. >~?. 
},

1
· :'· ;: hunian rights,, and it would be' distressi.rii:(if :vaJ.uable .time were ·wasted . in. politicaJ. , :::{? ...:._: · ':·_ . . < · . : · . : ·. ·: ·1 .. : : · .. · -: - · .:.::r .: .-._ .... :• '.r,.- ' ,;• ... · · -. . · ·- , <?· 
\ :_ .f~sc1:s~ions ._w~ch_··.were_ '?ut_si~;'.-~~~ _ ~~~pet~~~\ -'t'-·'.//.\ :>· .· •.,/:: . · -'·-.-:.·: : : .. : .·: : · . · ·: , . .-.-1(, 

-~ ;: ·. : . .:::.',:'- :-· . . :.: Mr. OULD ·EREBIH (Ma~ita.nia)°regrette,f,:t;h~t· 700 ~llio~•: Chinese ·~ere ' - .. -: .:l!,' 
;,;1,1.:j:. . . . : . . : . " . . . . J .. • • • , .... . , •' : : _..... ·, ·. , .~ ~ •• ,_. • • • • • • • : • • • .. \ .. : ~ :.\ . 

::/ '.;_'i' ay~+:~~~~c~y :b_arr~:~ · f1::~ inti_~?-~~tio~a.l/ ;~rg~~af~°.~~' · ari~::ii1 :pt·ticuJ:ar f _rom the ':::,':? 
. , ; · o;. Conference, : to the -work ·, of ·which ' they' . c~uld. . ha"re .~e -a useful_ contribution. He added . r:: 

... -~ -· • , • • •, .~ • • , • ' ' , • • • • • , , 1 •• • • ; , . • ·., , ' • • j ' , • • , • ' .. ~ . 

,;._;>-';: :that it -was:~stonishing ' that Staies :-which. refused :t:o :apply-General Assembly r esolutions i.:> 
., ..... ~ . -::· :. ,{• :., . . .· . ·: ,,, .... . .. · / . ·:' , . . · .. ;;· _;', . . ;,. . . . . . . . -: : ·1,.. 
-~ '. .. '. ·: and . openly flouted 'human.· rights · had· not_. realized that . they ·were .out of place · at the_ : / '~ 
,'.._·:._···.•.''.-,' co·nr·: ere:.n·c··e.· .·' ;: ·:.,, ', ·,•·,:. . . ·. . . . , .. · • .. -.:· ... , ·· .. ,<: ·,.': . . i ·: , ·. "( • .• : ., .: !; ··· -:~ . ·. : --.: .·· ,'/ . i. , .;,;

7 ... ;' ·, . ·" : . . ..:'(,);'.'> '. -'._:·;:..:-:: . ,· ',: .· . . •·· .-·· :,. I. . . . >-"I 
:}:·_:.·;: :; '. .. / ·/\ >,_:_: ~~ ·wriKINs·· ·(~nited_:·St~tes. of ,Afuer~ca)}?M:~d :~o~t that, -~e ·General . Ass~mbly .i<f:• 
~: }<,i,' had '·ae~i~~d :,~ t~~,~p~ticipa.t~·on_ of ·s~ates ' ~ -;-~~e:.··,con.{er~.~ce . ,i-'1?-l ;~tates Members of . .- ·-.\~ 
\·~ .' /.-· the· ·United Nations f amily··:·or organizations~ · in~luding -th~ ·, Republic of ·China, · t he · _,;,.:;~.;;. 
: _.~ -~~ ... ·:.,· ·: ··. •' . ~ . . .. . .· ·.· .. --~ . •. ·, · .. ,. .• •. }' . ~ ... .. .. , :··. · ·:··.,, :· . . .. _ .. ,;,,:t 
:: )_I;" ·Republic · o:f ·Korea/ the Republic of -Viet-Nam·· ai:td · tbe · .Feaeral·.,Ropublic of Germany, were ·i·:.- ~f 
., •~ .. ,' .: • • : : • • • I •• ,. •• • , • ~ • • • • • • ~ • , ; : -:·. " ." • • ~ • ' '· ~ • • ' • , .~ ., • • • • • , .. , , .~~':{° 

:_-_\\ .:entitled to .be· represerrted at ,the Conference~\. He'.cilled. upon ·the ."Conferenc~ to refrain \f:· 
·\-~~ .. _.. ; . . · . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . , .· .· _; ~- . : ' . .. ; •: :·•. ·.· . . .. ~: .. ·:: 

:;,'.;;: :!(;from '. polit:Loal d~scussion· and . proceed ·_wit~.'._i ~-~-:work.·,'· .. .. •.\( ,' <: ._·: ·, _.,-: : .. : , .. · , '.;."_ -:}~:~ . 

. . . . . . 



Mr.' .YAZID _··. (Al~~ri~) ·-~aid··'t.,hat th~ .inte~a1:\ itu'~tio~ '.:in' the:•_.~-6ti.ntries concerii.~a -·\:.,}}· 
• ' • • • ' • • • • . , . • • • • •• • ., • • • • • •• ✓, • • - ' .. • •• • ' • : " • • ',; ~:-'' •'-f: .. ·; 

should be taken . into account in the . decision . concerning-the participation of States in 'f:<., ·.,-.·: 
.· the Conference., For exampl~, 

0

the ·_pu~~t:.government: of Stlgon·.cottl.d, n6t ,be acceptec{a~·--,}(/t\::: 
• • •~ • • ~. ,, • • • • • : • •• ,:, , • • • , .. ,•, •• • • •;,, ,•.' •, : •• : -•~•a.:'.:•• 

representing the people of · South Viet- Nam, who were courageously· fighting':for ."their :- > ' "r':. ·: .· '. '\: 
-. • • • • , • •. , • • • • • • , •• • I • • • . \ '((l~ • •, • 

independence.- . Nor could t he' represe~tative 
0

0f the · Taiwan' · goverriment be considered' as : . .-~·;,:-i\:··:':)j' 
. '• . ... . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . ·. . . ·. :_. . -·. . . . . . . : . . .. . ' . , • . . .. . . '~ : ··;.' -~ . . : '• -~ ~ -:· 

the legitimat e representative of the _ People.' s _ Republic of __ China. ·. · - . . . · : , . ·-: <,/:·.~-

· People's 

Republic 

&. DAOUDY (Syria{ regrett~d tha:t' 'bipo:rt~t'imd ·s~v~rei~ State·~, su'ch as .. t h~'· r< _};\\ 
. . . • . . . •. t:. • :.: • • . . \ ' . . • . • ', ,.. :, i. k •· .,., , ~ .:•. 

Re'public of China, the Demo~ratfo ·-Republic of Viet-Nam, and ;the Delllocratic'. ·< :_- :· .. ::--'; 
of K~ren had -not ~en·. invited \ o t he ·c;nfere~ce. ·He· pro~e~t;d ·against th~- '' :,:::.-.·,~: ·:/\\:f: 

.· ' . . . . ' . . . \ ·''' . . ' ·. . . . . . . . ' ·. .·:. ' ' _: :.:_-,: -·.\.: ._.,; 
presence at t he Conference· of the repres~ntative .of the _ Government of I srael, which·- was __ ·-.-.-~"<-:·\ 

' guilty of numero~s vio'iati~ns . ofi ~ i-rights:. and ~f a~gre; si~n· against ·St ~fos. Members _;_ .. :/-:·}>f . 
• • • • • • • • • : • • • : • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • j,. ··;. •• \'••·:•;c' ·.:_.-: .. ~· 

. · of the United Nations and which was following . a . policf of terror and intimidation ··to-.,ards (\':';? 
• • • , • •• • • • • , , : : ' .... 1 , , ... : , • , • • • • , .... • • •• · : • • • • ·, 1 • •• : :: • • : , - .... ~·:~- :·· 

the Arab minorities and· the inhabitants . of the occupied Arab territories. · .. - · · · : · <.· /·. ;_' ,.,:~- ~, 
•' . ~ : ,, . . . .. . ' ' .. ' . . . ' . . . . : . . ' .. ,: ·' .. . · · .. '. ~ ~ ...;:. .. . · .. 

Mr. ·WAMBURA (United Republic of ,"Tanzania) 'said -that :t he meaning· of '.human right~( > <.~:-~· 
., • • I • • • , • • • ,• ' ' • • ,, • • ' • ' • • •• • • .: • ; • ~ ~•. ,.,. • • •,\. • . .. ~ ••,, 

should be defined • . _If those 1,1ords had any meaning, how could-:.one. speak of human rights '/ ·:+::.,;',·:· 
• . . ·· .. : ·.: . . . . • • • . . . ·•• • ,. --:· : . . . : • . . • •. ' : . l. :·( ,'_ ~:-... -_>_ 

'l{hen the qoors were cl9sed to the rep1:"8senta.tives .of 750 million human l:ieings ·e_n~itled :.'/\'.,/ .. > 
• • , • • • ... ~ • • . . • • ' • • . • • . ' ·, ' . '7· • • : ' ' 

to take part in the work of the lionference'.? As a _member. of the international community,·: :·:'.·. '\; '.,': 
• : , .. • •. ' • .'· • , • ., : • • '. 1 : \ • : · : •• ·.; ,"' ·., • ,::•:r.,••.i:~:. 

Tanzania deplored that situation~ . · · " . · · ----.: . . .. : . · : ,-.,· ,:?':: ?' 
Mr. MASUD :(Pilist~)· ·sa1.~· that hi.s ·del~gati~~ c~u{d · n~t a~c~pt' the'. pre;e~~~ 6f \ (::(:{ 

. the repre_s~ntative of· the ·Tei -Aviv governmen·t': at a c'~nference ·wh~se .-object was :to pr~~::_:_· ::'.·\> 
. . . . . . . . ·. . . . . •, . . . . . . . ' ·. . .. . . .. . : , ~- ·,; . ·: ,:::.· 

· . the respect of humsn; rights • . _· He added tm t the Chinese people ,could only be represented · :--. .:-/ii 
. '• . . ' . ' - · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ··.,' ~:;_ •t; 

·at . the Conference by · an envoy from the People 1.'s ·Republic of China. .. -. ••. · ' ' .-., i,.~ , . 
. ~- ·. . ' Mr I ·.ZEI,TNER '·.(rsrael): prot ~sted. at the accusatio~s nw.de . ag~st his : Government·: · _·'. _:~~;.·_:-:.:}~:-

. . : . . . . : •' . . . . . .. . .' . . . , . . : . :-:, ' .. :. ·,;.~ . 

' In. reµly to the reriresentative of · Sy.ria he:, said) that in 1967 · ~he Syrian ' radio had-broa.dcas~,:-,:,.-? 
• • • • • • I • '• • ... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . ..,, ' •\ J, • ~ • : 

. a call for the extermination .of the 'Jews in Palestine~ . As· to: the·· trea:tment of the Arab·:''-; :>i~ 
minorities, he s-~d that the . Arabs living in Isr~el· and Israei~cc~pied t;rrito; h~/ a·/·>.?<:) 

. , . . , . . . ' .. .. . .. · '- . . ' . . . . . . . . · :'. ~ •, ·~ -~· ; · 

. ' higher standard o:f living than thos,e ' in the Arab countries and enjoyed more-rights:_-than . ·:::~:'.;(:;, 
. . ! • . · : : - ' : . • • ! . • . . . . ~ . • . • . . ,: • ••• ( . ' 

' the inhabitants of any_ o_th~r Arab country. ·. ... · · ,_ ·. , ·. , · · _ ;-_:,:-- . , ·: </:;/t··_' 
. . :_ . . Mr. KASSE (Mali) · said it w~s regrettable that seats ~t the ' Conf~re~ce ~re .. .-::.':\;, ·;(;.:-
:· • • I ,' o ... , . • • • • , •, • •, • ' • • • • ( • , • • • •• • . ,.'••. ••:~~r: .. 
occupied by . persons who repres&nted only thens~lves, . instead of by the true. represent ative~ :'.:.:;,;-; 
• . I . .. , , • '\. . . : • • . . . . •. ~ • \' ; · . • ' . . . : • • L ~ ', 

_of . thepeoples ·of ·Viet-Nam,ChinaandKorea.' . · · ·:.. ': .. . ·.'.·':if• ./) . 
' , • • • ' • I • , • , •: ; • • ,• • . , ,' • . ~ I • • . , • . , . : ~ \. ' • : ,. ' •\f~I .. •• 

Mr. BYSTRICKY· (Czechoslovakia) said that the Deciaration _of Hunan Rigqts· had - :. :·,{i:._ '.,,(: 
. . ~ . . • . . . ; · .. , . \ • ·. . •. . . :·': " . . ... ... '! 

been called "universal 11 • and not "international II in order· to emphasize· i t s . true, intent ion. ;_,> .t :'., 
. • . . ' . . .. . : • . : . • ' • . . . • • • . : •• . •• • :· f , \ •· 

SoI:10 tan yea:rs ago the United Nation's ha.d itself published a booklet defining the concept -·, : 7 '. ,;, ' ' ' • • 1 ' ' • • ' • • . . ';,•. ' \·._ : .· . :' : ' .. _. . . .-. ' 

·_ , . . ... . --· , : : 1: !f ',::;;IJ)I 
• , ! -~ ' • • • • ... '-

\' , • •: l , ~ ', ~ 
I ./: 



:.- -:•-'•of:: un:iversality • . The· policy of political· discrimination pursued· by .. the United· Nations; . . ,~: 
• .,._·: • \• • ' 1 '• • • : • 'I ' • • • • ' •; • • l •• t I . -; •, ' . • 

:.:.-•.::·• •·.which.'excluded'. a third of •the' world 1s . popula.tion from the .. Conferen'ce' on Human Rights; . :· .. :·_°(· 
. ,·: ·' ·:;;:~. ... ... . : . . : ' . -: . ~. . . . .: ... :. . . . . . . . . . . . ..... :: ~ 

~:~ ::·.'<i6ntradicited"-,that 'principl e • .. ···:: ... \ ., · .... "; ,; .. : ··:_~\';..:-. ·. · .. ~ 
· · ~ ••. j -, / •·••· t \ • • • • • • • • • • • ~- • ,. •• 1' •• • :' l .• ,- .>.~·: ·:; ._:·: .: . ' Mr. · DAOUDY (Syria) stated that he ha~>too' much re,spect for the ideal inspiring ::· 

:,,: . ) .. •., .. · . ' . . .· . . .. . . . .. . .. . 
·::,:/.'. t he, dignity $d the :wo:rk of th.e Conference . to' use t~rms ·such as ·0 c~ntempt 11 which were . :·:: 
• ••I\ .•. • • .. ~ ' t • • • • • o • • • • ( I .. • < • 0 o • 

~·:~•::::· ~.se~!by the'· representative .of ·:the Tel Aviv ·authorities~ .)'he · record•of the occupying fo~e.s 

: -.. :'.:-: i.µ :Palestine was a iseries of aggi:e°ssions ~d· violations oi every~~orm ,of decency and 
.... ~ :..:.,. ·. : . •' : . ' .'' : . . ' . . . ' . . . .. . . ' . .. :... . . ' 

·· ... . :-:., ·.human rights . ,. With regard to .i:;he ,alleged broadcast·. by Radio :Damascus, inciting the .Arabs·:·· 

.\ ~ :.>:•_\~. ·b~. vigiiant; h~ <p~~te~ ' ~~t.:th~t prio;r-.. to .th~t .·tim~-thEL ~ef 'of·· the General Staff .>· 
,• • I . . •• • • • • • ·. •, ... • . ♦ • • • • •, • 

(:•·~;·:o£.·th9: .:~sraell Army, had announced -bis Government 1s ·1ntentio~• of invading Syria and ,:,: 
s •• , '. • • .. • . ., • .· • • . ' ' • • • • • .. • . ' '. 

\~·>f': occupying ~amascus/. I~ was natural, ,therefore, tha~ :tlie Syrian people had to be warned . ·:: .. . 
t', • t • • • • • • • •• • • ._ • I • • .' ' • • _, • • 

'/ .. ::· t,
0

• ~:\. Fur~hermore, :t,he remarks a~ut t he higher standard· .. o.f living of Arabs in .occuFi;ed ',.~\ 

:;;::.-j ~- areas conf';rmed :what· the Ar~bs had always said,: n~ly, that Israel was a colonialist . . ::' .. ~. : . ' .. ' ,• . . . . . . ·, . . . ' . } ... ·:. ,\ 
.:· .~·r•,'.\in. the·'·Arab -hon:ieland. What other argument did the . P,ortuguese ·arid ' the .white racists in · ·· 
. ;_· ~ ~ . . \ . . . . . . . . . . . . . : : ·: . . ' , . . . . . . 

·~ , ·'''South 'Af'ri.ca, and Rhodesia use to justify their p-::esence in ·those territories, except t hat .. : 
\ ,, ~ .· . . . . . . . . . . 
,::}_,-·of raising the standard of livi.ng of,' t he original inhabit.ants . of':the· lam? :. . :. : : 
\ ... <. ~ :.:·•·::,'.<.:... .. Mr·~· KHALAF ' (I~) ·. said he sh~d the ·· i.d,·~w~·, of :·those ~prils~~tatives who had ' '• · ·!· 

I • • • ~ ' • , • • ' • , . • .. ' • I • • ' ._ • ' I ' • "' , .' • \ ' • • • , , • r •\ ,:' 

.• · . affirmed that· only , representatives of ·the People I s Republic , of, China vere entitled to . ,,, 

I ·represent ,the' Cbinese ·people· ai the Go~erence • . He · agre~d .. wi.th ~hat -the Sytj.an ::, 
.... ; . . . . . ·• . . . . . . ·. ·. . ..... I . . , .. .. ,.'·.i.' 

··. representative had said o.bout Is~ael. and mentim ed that I raq had .hesitated to •sew a .. . 

' ·. r;p~es~~~ative to a c~~ere~ce in which a co~try .'~~h un~le~ hand ~ ~uld be participat~. 
. . ·. . . . . . . . . ~ . . .. 

He considered such . participation as · an af'f ront 'to the United Nations as a whole and to t he . 

Co~er~nce· in p~ticular, . Refe~ing .to the: Ractio . Dama~cu~· br~kJ.·~:~~t·s wh.i~h had ~en · . ·,'_:' .' 

' criticized:· he mentioned a Tel Aviv' ne~spa~~ repor:t- '~f a :~~r conducted ainongst . ;·. <( . . . . .. \ •,. 

.. ·.~hil dr en of; school age :t,ef'ore the eve~ts of ~une 1967,, ~hich h~ ,sh own that 9? .per cen~ .:' 

:.'•or ··those .under the ·ag~ of fiftee·n ·years thought that :ill•Al''abs .~hould be massacred . ' He ' '.'·:; ::, 

:- c~~sidered that. highly r e~~g of· the feelings ·~r h~t~cf.against the Ar::ibs in. the .. ··· 'i-." 
p~~lil~tio~ of t he· ,country in questio~ and, stated that s~cli a -~6un~ry bad no right. 1;·0 g1v~· .-.: 

.. . . . . ' : . . . .,. . . :· ·'. : . . . . . . . ,• ' . . 
lessons:• in the obs'ervance of human rights • . · , . : .... t'. '-} : . '\') .. : : ,:: · · . ··.:.;; 

'.', '• ,,~• ••: •~ • i ' • •, • :;: • :,• ... ~.:r•w,•, • • ,••·:: I> • I• 

:: -.... :: . · Mr. YAZID : (Algeria) felt .that Algeria, as an! Arab country, had fuen ,.,·i.licriminated '. 
. .· . ... . I • . . • , 

· by •the per son speo.ldng on behalf of Tel. A:v-1.11. .The real -debate . between I s rael and the ... 
• ', • • , ' • , • ' • " '• • • • . • I • , , ' • ' • • ,\ ,: 

·: .-:..~ Palestinian peop],e was ·taking p.Lace· elsewhere . The. Palesti!rlan people ;was__ struggling to.,~.-. 
,,: ' _'. a.sserl it.s right t~ ;exist and .. to free its territ~ry~ . ~ t h~· . .-ri~h£.·or every country to . . (· 

: ... economic,' political ~ socitl .Justi ~e as ~voked by H.'I~_11.:.:thi Shahinshah fu his ,add.I-ess . _) ·· 
I • • ' • • • ' ,,,,,.. I / • • • • ' ' ;• :·i < inaugur~ting the Corrt:,erence. He "1as c~nvinced. that, 'i;hailks •.t?· the ;Palest~~ 1:3sistanc~ ;.~ 

. ll:GWIOOo't, i t . vould be Pal~stine• vhich would t ·ake . P~.in ·the f'Utm:e 'w't?rk of 'the .>(:., 
• , • • • • , • • •• '' .. • . ·' • • ·.1 ... '>. • • ·! .~ 

·.• international community. :, . . . . . .. • '.·:, .•.. •. \' .: .. , . . ,-. . 

:·: ',: . ' ; .• ':, : ' . !. / ~ \:,; .. '" ':/:: ,,:·;·;,., ,'', :· .... :·:' ·, ·> '; ... ... <' · . .-:;,t.·.~:~-.<·,.~,:, 

" ,. , , •. •. -/ I '., ·•: • · •, \ · .: , :. :\:(,,· .,::.•t.,·-:, . 1 ,.'_i' . . • ~--= 
• { .. , • , , • • . . . . ~ . • ·-= ; . • : i. • • ... . ~ ,.. . • ... -
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1 

' ' • ' ',, •••,',~. ;:._,::_t <.,. ,\ ~ • :. , I • • • : • ~ 
. . ;I'•,:·· . ...... " . . ·· .-; . • ... . :. ., . • . 

. ,, . . :.·' . ', ·. • · . . . :,. : ·,. ,1. : : ··,. ' ·· ·., 
• • • I • : • •; • , ; • • : ... • • • • • ' . • ••: ~ •, •• .:. • : ~ ' ~ ' ,' : • ' • • • • • ' • • ' • • • : • .. , -, 

The per sons speaking on be):mlf. of T_el .Avi'(", in ~ferring to the snti·sf nctory s~andnrd . ·. · ·: 

of living of Arabs 1n o~~upi~4· territory, ha.cl see~ed -to 'want to give: les'sons .to c~rt~ . :,(· .. :-: :; 

·countries. · Algeri~: ~ew by ex~rience thut .~Otintr ies, whi~h hnd' fought ·coloniilis~ ·.' .... .. '. .. •: .. _\' 
. . . . : . . .,, . . ; . -~ \ ~-•,: ·: 

encountered serious ,eco~omic .. difficulties, due. tp the _ lo'ss of :capital ,and technicians; o.nd .. •,.:; 

that such difficuitie_s were the pric.e of independenc~·; ~s the . coun~_ries or' Afri cil. and :·:. \,.>-:: ·; 
. ' ' . . . . . /. . . . . . .. . : , 

Lntin America. also )mew • . There was no doubt that, -with will ·and effo_rt; the countries .- ··: . :·_. _ .. ! 

of the Third World -: today th~ proletari on; of the intern~i o~ul co~i ty ~-- ·wo~~ .~ .. :· · · ;: ·.': 
.; . ' . , ' .:,~ 

overcome their difficulties. . . .. . 
· M;:. MED.ANI · (Sudan) . said he gr eatly deplor~ the :;,res~nce : of del egates f r om ··· :· .. · 

1
·'. 

South Korea, South .Viet-Natl Qll~ Formo~~ a~- representatives ~f ihe peoples · of Korea, _Viet- ·.:·</· 

Nam and C~~ 0;t the . Confe~nc~. · ~he P~ople I s Republic ;f China, which Sudan wa;· proud_ to <\_:, 

have recognized, wa; a.lone entitled to r epresent t~e Ghin~se. people • . Furtherm~re, he '.', ·'.':~_>;-: 

. drew the attention of/ a · gathering tnat had. met to up~old . hur.inn •rights to . tl{~ ~tro'c~ties'. :,_:' .'.'-_;: ,: 

of which Arabs in occupied territories were victims and · t ·o the · disastrous condition of ., ·· .F .·; 
refugees in those •: te'rritories. ci~~rly, ·th~se ·w~re 'flagrant violations o; humon righ;s: ·· ' . 

Mr. ZELTN~R (Israe;I.) said _that the use by prev:{ous speakers of terns such 'as .. ·. 

"the person :;peaking on. behal:f.'of' Tel Aviv-11 ·or )'a c.ountry vith unclean hondsU: showed .' ., '·/ ·;,., 
- • '! • 

the l ack of a conciliatory. spirit in cer tain quurter;~ . 
,, . 

As regards the .so~alled. justified. ~tatemen-ts by Rudio D:mascus , he pointed out . . ., : . . . ' 

. .. ... : 
. .··.-. 

that Tsrael had at tacked no . one and . that it was .not . his · ·country that had asked th~ . , , . 

Secretary-General ·to .withdraw th~ United. Nations forces from the area. · As to ·the··.. ,_·\' . 
. • . • · . . , • · I . 

0 

: ' • • I f : 

~ alleged statement. by ·.t~ Chief of' t~e Gener al Staff of ~he • Isr aeli arny :t,h~t Israel :had . ·>O::·' .· 
·: int~nded to · occupy Dn.masc,us , he said_ that Isr ael had not done so , al though such an 

action wouldpr obably hav~ bee~ feasible~ 

Mention o~ .the· standard of living of Arabs in Israel had given rise to criticism ' 

tut just as much criticism would· have . been levelled had nothing been _said. Observers 

. for internationo.l . bodies . in . t.he ·area had seen that th~ .Arab poptl.ation i..ras not being · · .-: ·.·i ·- ,. .0:: 

· exploited. · The Je~s; · them~eive~' oppressed for .so long/would _not oppress othe;:·people~_. ·. ·/. /.,' 

He ask~d for ·particular~ of the alleged atroc.ities ·which, according ~o o~e . :_ .. _:,,:. 
> . . • . ' ' ' • • .• . 

r epresentative·, .. ·wer e··.being committed against .Arabs in occupied t erritories. The · ,··/, 

representative in question ;as _hardly qualified to utte~ ~uch alle~ntions ; ·per haps he :. ' :·. ::- ;;: 
• '- • • ' I .", ,j. • \ • ' ' 

. could s~ how many Negroes had -been ·massacMd ?-.Il ·his co~try over the past few years :. , ; ;.}·· 
and whav he meant by genocide . . , . ·. 1 : · • ,- ·; < · · 

? ' - ~·. ·<: . ( . 
, ··. '\:.•. 

/ ' 



t.Jib~/jJt\l.1\0\;tt.f:~Wf}Yliii!f ·', _ ;J~Jtiif it,~ ni~l~tt:)i!;f t ;~\i:t\f \; . ·. }i'..11 
i! · · · ·. '., ~-. 1 ,v :•-,,,-fr.-:;. :·)-;! • \'~ •. ,'<'.'·-'···t . .!r::-::.' · .. _., .-i ",.,y~- - ,·t,, 'l-P i:.::"i. lJ,1/.lZ:. '.:.: "f ,:\ :\~-.: \!'~,- ,,-; · T ; .. ;, iA,I CCJNF · J2/ SR 2 · · : •·:. ·1-~-'-; 'l;' 

-~~j~j:·· ~~;; 
\ .'·: .. APPO~ OF-.THE_ CREDENTHLq ·C{lv!MITT~·:_"(item 6 ~of, the· provisi·onal -agenda)_: :. ,·:.( 
t .. ~s :•; · .. ·.;:·'; . ~· :·:: . t~··•,=.:: .. ',.' . .:·:~. ··:: :':':'·~·t , , . .- ·:..· ♦.J: · .. ,:: .:: :•. : i\ .:: ;.~.•.;::: ; ,' . . . · . . . · : .. r' • • . . . ' :, ·.~ -.-..,~ : 

:: ,_;f;. ;'°, i !J::·-~;f :J. ·. :,The · PRESIDENT: 'said-: tlj:a t '.:'tftider . arti'~:le· .4°{ of -~e 'draft ;,rules. of" procedure a · ._: Y .. 
. :,•.,:·_. , ' ,. •.· ·l, , . .J • . ~ • ' ' • , ,,, / : ', , ,, • ';, •· • • • , • ~ • • , ... , · ~ • ,. '; • ..· : • . , • • ••:, ~ 

; ;f( C_re_d~n\fols.:. Coimni t te~ . s~~uldi be_·: app~~ted.: at , the qeg~ing, of\ th~ Conference, consi~ting 
• ... j},: ', ; •.• ,, • J, • • •: •• , : .' . • > • • ~ .• • ,• • • • r •,:. ~ • • ' ,1, • ,,• ' , , ; .• • '• , • • • •, ',' I • •: .• :• ,• ,•• ~ .• • ., 
>i;__~.:: o~: rii~e . ~moors··· to : be :·appoint~\f _- by_) liel:· C_onferei.ce_ ·on \the:_ proposal-. of the President. .. .:· .. · 

·,(·!. : · . .. :"• ·1.· : ~ . : ... •! ; ... -~- · ::· .. : , · · .. .., ,, .... , ' , ; •. ,·.: . . : . • . . :_. ,, ~-- · ~ : . .. . - ~- ' . . ., . . ·,• .... 

({\ {:--The Committee• was: to ;·examine the '.creaentials , of · representatives and· re.port to t he · ·_.\ ·\ -. 
:;i<::9_~ni-~;~?1~~;- wi-th~~t a~i~y_/ _ :r/~-:.::.\\ :; :?~.:.\:-::_<.> ,,.·.-... _ ·· ;_.::· · .,: · - ,_ .. __ 
:::t?;--;,. -:-;--:_: s~~'.-'~~~ge;t~_d· th~t; . ~~iirig. ~g~'·t / ;~h~·- ~~mpo~ition· 61 _the --9~dentfals Col!llllitt ee :, ;_~ 

;/ :X:~P~ciiht~~f by -~he '.ilil~ertl·_.·A~sembl;, ·,,1h~' C~mpitt~~-: f'.or the · ~on:fe~~~e· should .consist 
· :· -.. 1•.\-' . · . .' .. .. : . ~ . . . .. .. ' . \ ,. ... :.•'. ; . . :: ~., . . ... . . . , •' · . . !·, 
·:·\ i~ -9f ,: tne·: repre_sentatives;:or ·:c~eylon, }:relandj\ Japan,'- Madagascar/ Mall, Mexico, the 
:'i:( .";, •' , ,,:: ,•~•. t '• , • .=-•, , •• y• • , • , .1J• • ' ', , , .. , , ~,-. :° .":::•• • • f •• •-• •• • •• • I , • , • • 

;(;::i.: Uni9n .. _o! Soviet ·.SociaJ:3:,s;t .Repub~~s;':' ~~guay; ~d-: the_ lTnited : States _of: America./ 

:}\.~,:·::•:~?,;/It. ~a~ 's6 ._decided.~:/ ·:,:,;-/-.-.}/~::: ': ::·fr·:~.---~~~~-:::;~\_:-,;~ ;: ... ::· .. :· .·. __ .. . 
:.:<::,;;_ ; \ /.< ·,.? '.\~The . PRESIDENI' "request'ed '.the_ Crederiti"alif Comi ttee to report . to the Conference J,s 
..... ~~~ ~· .,. . :•:. r~ : :: · .. :-. : .. :: --:, .. i' . ..: . • ~-• . 1·:. ~ ~ . -' ,.-~.·as: soori as· possible· · ·· ·. •·,·'::· ·,--.:; ~: :{ ,~,, ·. · :-, ,·-.-
: _~· ·.'.- ·"'·: , . ... · . .. : . • : ~ ... ~- ~--- . . ~.j --~::'_."~-~- -.-~:(•, ·.: : _·: . . ~·: . ..... .. . ··:-1·: .... · .... ~· 
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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE THIB.D MEETING 

held on Tue sdo.y, 23. April 1968, at J. 3 5 p .n • 
. .:. 

President: H.I.H~ Princes:; Ashr.ui' PAHLAVI of Iron 

. · : ,, 

.. - : 



_: ' i · 
·. : .~ ·: :· ·. . . . . . 

,.· "' . 
'·; :-~-_,SPECIAL MESSAGES ·ADDli.ESSED TO THE CONFERENCE 

. ' . . · .. 
At the request of the President~ Mr. SClffiEIBER ·(Executive Sec;etary of the . . 

. .· ·Conference) read out the texts of messages received from the President' of the Republic 

:: .· ·· '. ·-or' Italy- arid the Pre·sident of Pakistan. 2/ 
' REVIEW . O.F. PROGRESS ACHIEVED AND IDENTI.ft'ICATION 'OF MAJOR OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED, AT THE 

INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVELS, IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE THE 
AOOPTION- AND PROCLAMATION OF THE UNIVEHSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 1948, 
PARTICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES (i ten 9 of the provisional -agenda) 

. ·General debate 

Mr. PAZHWAK _ (Af5hanistan) expressed his delegation's thanks to the host 

country for its gr acious reception of the Cqnference. 
. . . . ' 

It was a 'source of particular 

·.: · '. •. ~atisfa.ction t :> his delegation that the Conference was being held in t he continent 

·of 'Asia and_ in Iran, 1a country with which Afghanistan shared a culture which date 

/ _frorr the very beginning of civilization. 

He associated himself with the sentiments expressed on the previ0us day by the 

· repre·sentative o{ Ueana.a c.mcerning _the · death of the Reve;rend Martin Luther King Jnr . 

who, following in the footsteps of Mahatme Gandhi, had preached t he way of non-. . 
violence and brotherly love. 

He regretted the absence ~f representatives of nany nations and institutions, 

owing to 0bst~cles ~hich were not always of their own naking , and called for the 

underst~dinis an~ sacrifices needed to r e~ove such obstecl~s. 

'\. · ._ . .. il though . the · participruits in the Conference represented their Q.)vernments , they 

1 _--slio~d -also pause as . individuals to e0nsider their i:esponsi!:>ility t :) hunanity. Those 

present nt ~h~ Conferancc were not , as._in other international gatherings, ·aivided into.· 
. . . 

1 haves 1 
• and I have- n0ts 1 , f::>r with regarc to fundanental rights and freedor.is all were 

1have-notsJ . Fron th~ beginning of recorded history_~here had been vilations of one 

r.i.an 1 s rights by o.nother . The subject of hur:ian rights had been ,ciscussed. _for · centuries; . 

L1any promises had oeen me~e, , but tharo was: u glaring l<;tck of accomplishment. In 

. m0dern tines officinl pron:.:uncements h~d been mnde in in':3ividual countries and since 

the S~cond World War the United Nations had led the way in dr awing up decl arations 

and covenants· concernine hur:.an rights . That was a monUI'lental .achievement , . but the 
. . . ~ 

.pro:r:d.ses inherent in those statenents had never been fulfilled. 

-. , , 1jj The text of these oessages a;>pears in the Final Act of the Conference, . 
annex III, L and M. 

·,. .. 
., 
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The centuries-'old inaction over injustice nust be overcome and the Conference 

must prove that history need not be repeated. He hoped that the present occasion 

would- be -remerober.ed for the results of its .efforts. 

The contradictions in the nature of nankind must be overlooked. It had been 

said· that man had to elbow his way through the world, giving and receiving offence. 

The world was divided into different political, economic and theological groups, and 

national sovereignty was il1terpreted in many different ways. There was, however, . 

reason for hope in the many consti:tutions • declarations, conventions and covenants .• :· 

drawn up in recent years. 

It was of the utmost importance to ensure that the principles set forth in those 

instruments were implemented. The CQnference1s ·first duty was to call for full 

ratification of all insturments concerning hunan rights already· adopted. It night 

also suggest weys in 'Which those conventions .and declarations r.:dght be made more 

complete. Con13ideration should be given to the dangers to hU&lan rights inh~rent in 

the technological revolution of the last two decades: the problems raised by the 

advances nade in genetics, how to ensure privacy of comunications and how to prevent 

abuse ·of computers were all problems which concerned human rights. 

Governments had paid little attention ·to the neasures proposed for the protection 

of human rights and should be urged to give them more prominence. The Conference 

should call on all countries to strengthen the action of the United Nations in/ regard 

to human rights. The Universal Declaration of HUIJan Rights would be more ·effective 

if the principles it proclEri.Eed were incorporated in international agreements which 

imposed legal obligations on the signatories. Participation in such agreements should 

be universal and without reservation, and adherence to them should ultimately become 

a pre~condition for membership in international organizations. 

One of the greatest achievenents of the age had been the lifting or casting- off 

of the yoke of colonialisn. It must not be forgotten, however, that millions of - · 

people were still living under alien domination and that even in countries that had 

thrown ~ff the colonial yoke _there were still people who were deprived of their rights . 

A world in Yhich all countries were independent, all economies fully develo~ed and in 

whi~h wars had ceased ~ould be of no value unless the rights of 'the individual were 

protected. The remedies for the tyranny of poverty~ disease and ignorance were known, 

but the challenge now before nankih.1 was to act against more subtle tyranni es. 



:'
1•~~1i 
.. ;' :: 'i)? . 

. , . 
:(. ,: ··-Ignore.rice '.1Jas··. 'Widespread, bu:t; all .. men ~knew' when -their _fundanental-·rights and freedoms·.·.';:, 

): • • ~--~,, ·.·~ : .~ •• : :.' . ... ...... ~.:_. : ·. ~- . : : · : '-· . •, •: . • ? ..... :. • .• •• . • . •• • · . ...... ·: • • . . : •' . • . • . . :~ ~:.: •: 

•::,:-·~:/·~:-.;we;-e. __ b€:ing .--vio~ated: : .. ' · Those . rights and ·free·doms lil;Ust· be made · an: equal; integral part /·; 
., ;· .. :..;':_·:;. · -. . ' "- ·. •. ~-. : ... . .· .. . . . . _ ... : . ... : ' . .:·.:.' } .. ··• .. ,. .. ' ·. ·. . - ·.: .. _:::\ 
Y/{.::/ ? f ._:every: m~:l=l. life·.,everyi.rh~re~ : 

(J/?:/_'.::~\•:. ) n-,-~o-Jic~~sion, 'he_ .. sugg~sted the. f~llowi~g _goals for the C:Onferenc·e: (1) A total : ·. · 
: :, • · ' 1','.,,, ,• ". , . ' • • , ' ' • ' I • ' ' ' ' 

::·::·. ·: :, cori.TJi tment --to action for · the universalization ·of human rights - that: · was the first · · 
~ •• 1_ .. :t ':': . ~· ,..; . : . . ' . . ·. . . . . . . . - . . .... .. . ' . . 
:<';::·:_>1mpefB,tiye ,and -sole justification for the Conference; . (2) The. ·urging . of ratification 

'\\.: /-~-:t~ho~t-·d~i°~y :oi: t~e :. iegal instrwients ... a.1:ready .'adopted; (3) ·:The urgi,ng of the .... . . 
·!,·t·J::"·,. ~;:.;· ·,··.•,·· .... .. ,·., · ~ . . . . . ~ .. ·' ' '. . . . 
:, :. ·. ,.--.: adoption• of: an internationally• binding instrument in the field of freedc;,m of 
··:·;~ .:.., · ··.·t •: - :·~·:.· .-. ' . . . ·.. . . 
··;:;{.'._( ·_._, informa,tion ·and the Press; _ (4) . The urg-ing of further implementation at the domestic ·.· 

?/:_./."i~v;1··~,Lthe "neea·:·roi- ·_ j.udici~. machinery. to pratec-t~ individ~!tl. ;ights; · (5) The ·_;,. 
·" .: ,.,. ... .. . . . : . . . 

. \_.<t.' :e.~/ablf;_~ent ci~ an .9ffice . of High Co~ssioner: .for Hunan Ri~ht.s; (6) ." The drawing · .. · ·. 

·\-_/::\·~P~,9f' ;judiciai:norms , in :th~ field :_o'r-imman r _ight~; . (7) . Ca~sideratiori of a perms.pent'"'.: ·.:~' 

_'\_,--~:; \ tr..5. ~~al -to · deal .. with p.articul~ si t ~ations ;: · (8) : Corisider ati~n ~f na~hinery for ·. 

:> t. '.: }~ .iIJp;·c,ti~ 'arid. ind~penae~t' . ~x~nation 'of. hun.an 'r{ghts pro bl~~; - a . sup~national 
. ~ : ~ : ... ~. • , ' . ·: . . . ., . . . . . ' ' . . . . :. . . . ' . . ·.' . ~· 
i~-:) '·: .' au.tho_rity· 'attending :to· the details of each · p'art~cular case; .· (9) . Reyiew of the _ 

:··.:·-;:.:~:-- ·:c¥iplarnts ·of .. individual petiti6ners wit.h'.Jut the:ii- having· to fea:i,: reprisals · from their· .. :,:.~ 

:. J ._ ·,JG~i~~!'nm~~ts; .(io) :, ~ssis;t ,~ce to Govermaents· themsel~es' conc~ning hunan rights 
• • - ·. ,:, ._ · , ... ;_· • • ) ,;> . .: . • :. • • . .... . : • • • • • • •, • • • : • , ; • • • 

. ··, ·., -,: : :.pi~O(lle![lS 'and.,- t o. non:..governmenta.l 'organizations' particularly_ in the less-developed 
··':·'.:·.'_:?~u~tri~"s~· ,: .: " . :_' .· . . . . . ., .. . . 

·:·· --~r /·· .. His- country hoped°: to' co.::.operate in·. the achievement of :those goals . ., He appealed 

\ · .. t;· .. ;h/participants· in the ·Conf'ererice to work, in h~~ony and . t ~, ;~~mber . that in 

,,- . ··. -~·worl':iD:ft 'ror all nen tliey were, a.ls~ worki~ for ther:.selves , .side~ 'an w~re part of . 
-· / ra~ind·;~-' . , . ·,.. . . · ' 

•. : : ,., : · : . .. • •' • . -: • • ' '! .. •. .. . . . .. . •. ·. . . . • ... 

·. : , · ' ... ;_ / · Mr . CASSIN (fi~_ce) said that · his country had applauded the .·decision of -, --

. ,._ ·_\:1~~ United Nations to· revi~~ the progress achi~ved and· to .identify-the oajor obstacles:_. 

_: ::·::: ·: . e~~-o~nt;~ed· si~ce . the Univ~~s~· Declaration ~f Human Rights h~d: bee~ . formulated twenty .. 

, ·\<··.Y'~ar·~ e~lier • . ·. As 6ankind r:i_~;ed 'tov~ds e.g;~ater unity the :: ~~ed had been felt for . : '. 

). , : ·:·. a \t~t~~e~t-~f c?~on moralit; · and the U~versal ?eci~ation. ~a~ · p~ovided a working ·.. . . 

_: <:: .basi~. : . During the twenty years which had followed, ,three phenomena in particular had _. 

> .. :J •·,-n\.;aif:l.ed , th~ :world situ~tion: ·. th~re had been a great increase:·in_productive forces, . , 
:, • . • • • ·· , • : • • • . • ' . • ,• : ; ' I • 

.. :'• ~ .d par.ticularl,y-, in . tl1e l)opulat:ion ~f -~he worid; scientific . . discover.ies , 1pBrticularly 

·:: - · ·\'..-~ · ~omm~~ations . h~d. brought raen ~ver closer t ogether; . and political freedom had 
. ",: •. ,' • . • • • I • . . , . . . 

·. · .. . -. ~ : eVerywhere become: a greater reality· as nore peoples · P~d ach.iev9d independence. In . · ~ · 

-_-:;~< the .. fiel~ of h~~ rights , people had become . .rao;e .·e:ware of their rights . and several 
. ·. , . 

.. ·. · . \ 
. . -- " 

. ;· . 

:· . -... . - ' .. , 
• • a..: ••. 

. ; . ·. ·,., 

. ~ , .. ', . . . . ' 

.. . . . , ' '::'.,,:\})'. ':)i'.; :;; . ' ' > \) 



conventions and coy-enants been draw up for .that _purpos~, but regional bodies such as _· '.~ . •' ·, ·;;~? 
the Council of Europe had produped. their o-wn agreements . In all, a.bout thirty-seven:_. · .- :_.. '. 

- . . . '.·-

instruments had now been adopted, but ratification of thos~··'instruments was by n6 , .- _.,.' :·:· 
means general. 

, .. : .. ,\ · : . ' 

The machinery created by various United Nations instrunents· nust be put into 

oper.ation, and the disparities eliminated -by I!!eans of a cor.1parative analvsis ."- .The ;,_· 

United Nations ·_commission ·on Hunan_ Rights, · for instance , · had in th~ past prepared.; 
. ' ,. 

texts and to some extent- instituted a forra of supervision over the exec~tion of 

conventions and over !_'espect for hur.ian rights , by rr.eans of periodic r epor ts fron : __ · . .. · .. :; , 
- . . . . . .. . - ~. , .. :· ! ; .. 

States . But its powers had recently been extended . t,:> include inquiry_ into_ spec:i,fi~ , ; :_ -. 

violations of human ri6hts. · · It would be useful if the General A~sembly. were to · ·. , . 
/ -: 

define those. powers more precisely. H:>reover, th~ nanner. of application of the • · · · · · .( 

general international instrunents should be in harmony with the regional 'conve~tions; ,-'., :.· ; :;; 

such as that concluded in Europe _in 1950. Human rights could n·ot be dif'fer~nt f6r < : : <'. .. ; 
' ~- ' . 

Europeans, Africans , Auericans and Asians. . , - . . · . · · , .. . 

Many conventions , including that on the Prevent:i.·)J.l and Punishment ·of the· Crim~ 0£:: ->>'.: 
. . . . . . '. 

Genocide were ei.ther n0t being . applied or were not fully respected • . No effective---: .,_,:':'·· 
. . : t 

neasures of inple~entati:m had as yet been worked out for the Genocide Convenb.on._·: ,·,: ·. 

One of the first things that the _Conference should do -was to remedy that situation~ · . . · · . ...- ::"; 

There was no eqµi.valent of a public prost:cutor or impartial official body representing ·.· ':/. 

the public conscience, at the · Int_ernatioutl Court of Justic·e .. The institution of a · 
• • p . 

High Commissioner for Humon Rights offered an opportunity_ t0 take a '•fir~1, Step-in .'that ._.,. ·: .: 

direction; the modest powers which would be granted ~o the Connissioner, to· be ··· .~ ·· ,,, : 
''. 

exercised if necessary on a collective basis, should earn the aooroval of a large 

· majority of the Members of the United Nations. ' · , ,.·., 
. .... . . 

•.1. 

· In the secona place, it .was necessary· 1to avoid the existence of two categories ···· .. ·•.•. 
. . _.,. 

of hur.ian rights applica~le to . developed and t0 developing countries and to avoid a ·. 

widening gap bet wee~ countries with existing administrative, technical and economic : · ~- _. 

organizations and those which were s_till establishing them. 'Human rights should be .. ; · · :_;_. 
,. , j . _ 

equal f0r all, alth<;>ugh su::iervision of their manner of application might very froI!l -_ . ,· _ ,_ 

country to country. . His country was conscious of its duties to~ards 6~her nembers : :," .. 

of hUiilanity, not only ·1~ technical and cultural co- operation but also . in economic 

assistance. Article 28 of the Universal Declarat'i-Jn ,showed the importance of 



.. : .. .. 

adl:li.nistrati~e organization for the full realization ?f human rights . .Furthermor e, 

decl~ations _and conventions shoul~ not serve only o~e category of hunan beings. 

·· · Thought . sh9uld be . given t0 provi ding _bett_er pr'otection · f or innocent civilians during 

wars , b~th inter- State and civil. In that ·connexion, it was regrettable that the 

•; · Red Cross had decided to withdraw its delegates from certain countries . 

Finally, -modern ·scientific discoveries were presenting new problens f or human· 

: · rfghts . · Radio and television raised problems of the extent of the freedom of 

· information and its effect ;:m nutional and -international interests; nedical 

:_ discover~es were threateninr; the -integrity of th,e hm1an body. -JU though the 

· C?nferet1:ce , vould be uriabl~ in the short ti.t1e at its disposal to solve those problems , . 

it should at least consider then and make suggestions for studies tc be . undertaken. 

, · ·:• ·, As the senbr participant , not only in age but also in experience in the struggl~ 

. for human -rights , he wished to ne.ke a personal appeal to States not to confuse 

independence ,t'.rom the econor,lic or politic al· dmnination of ot her States with absolute 

.- soirereignty ov~r the ri6hts of their subj' ects. They were subject to the rules of . . _' 

· international law, which ;hould be established inpartially e..nd with due caution. 

Si.nilarl¥, article 29 of the Universal Declarati?n p~inted out that the individual . 

- had a duty t ov1ards, the c-:i1:-..r,1uni t y . and to-wards his fellow men and the Declaration in 

general laid · great e1,1phasis on the right t o educatbn. -History had shown that 
. . 

perse~ution did not pay, that hur.an rights could not be -fully respected . during wars 

·and that wars. were often the result of vi~lations 0f hur1an rights . He was convinced 

that it was possible to d~fend hur.an riehts without having recom·se t o violence. 

Mr . WILLIAMS ( J ru:iaica) ·_said t hat his country 1 s Pri~e Minist~r, who . had 

firs·t suggested the idea of an International ~ear for Human Rights to the United 

Nations , greatly. regretted that pressing business of national .importance had prevented 

him fro~ attending t he Conference, 

· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights had _been preceded for centuri es by 
·· d~clarations by phil;Jsphcr~ c..nc1· leaders, whos~ ' te.achings had · influenced the attitudes_· 

·· or' all civilizations , 6.llcl - it was fi tti ng that the first International Conference on 

)iwnan Rights should be helcl in a country with a long histor y in c0nnexion with ·the 

ideals of huoan rights . 

. In adopting the Universal Declaration in 1948, the ' international cor.r.J.unity had 
, . . 

·tried to lay down specific principles .. to rruaran~eo ri$hts and freedoos t o ill 

individuals t~oughout the W<Jrld. Although it hacl no legal stand~ng, the Declaration 
I , 

h~d exerted a noral force surpassed by few, if any, legal inst ruments . I t had been 
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reflected in the constitutions and laws ~f many-nations and was the basis of much 

international action. Yet althou5h great progress had beGn ~nde in some areas, the 

provisions of the Declaration were far fron being fulfilled . 1 Advances in technology 

presented new problems for which lt would be necessary to find new solutions. 

Nations had come to realize. that war must be prevented because it was a denial 
. . . . .. 

of hUClan rights and inflicted unbearable suffering on innocent victims. They had_ 

agreed in.principle that the nechinery set up for economc co- operation and assistance 

was designed to benefit inclividual hwnan beings and that, unless they succeeded in 

that respect, econ?mic orc;ans had no reason for exfstence. It had been_ accepted 

that the right of a country or a people to self- determnation and independence was a 

prerequisite of other · indivi•.lual rights and that people could only develop if they 
. . . 

were, sure that they would have the opportunity to o.chieve their fundamental rights. 

and freedoms. Governments had had to acknowledge that unless rights and freedoms 

were progressively granted there was no hope of internal stability ·and it had been .. · 

proved that without stability within nations there could be qo peace. It was true 

that the United Nations had helped to pr event any world-wide confiict in recent y~ars, 

but war betwetm ·anu within nations was comraon. 

It was disquieting that the goal of genuine international economic-co- ope~ation 

had not been achieved ·.:>r even approachec'.. and that no r,1achinery had been found to close 

the widening eap between rich and poor. 

The Universal Declaration had proclaimed standards that had later been embodied 
' . 

in nultilateral treaties with binding end effective measures of ioplementation. 

However, since the adoption of the International Covenants on Human Rights and their 

Optional Protocol, no State had been able to ratify any_of those instrt1l!lents. That 

showed, not only that the mer.ibership of the United Nations had changed or that many 

sovereign States had difficulty in agreeing to legal obligations, but als~ tha~ the 

legislative approach oust be complemented and balD.nce1 by other approaches. 

Various temporary techniqu0s had been er.1ployecl in the interim period. The 

syste~ of periodic rep~rtinc had been successful and w0uld continue to serve un~il 

the Covenants, ;.rith their o~m reporting system, were universally accepted. The 

Advisory Services Progranne had shown valuable potentials and had. proved that it was · 

a conple~entary technique which should be developed and expanded. The, id~a, inherent -· 

in that Prograrnne, of shoring experience and helpine each other to overcome connon 

problems was closer to the concept of Chapter IX of the Charter than a purely 

legislative approach cJuld ever be. 

I • 
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/<:-.:• · , :·_ ·::>' !he hura~ rights._or15ans of 'the: Ui:11ted · Nat~ons had recently placed· increasing .. · \_i , 
' ) . . . . . . ; . . . . . .. . ~ . . •, . . , . . : ' . .. . , , . . . . . . . 
-~-; -: ~: emphasis cin . two .further . tech.'liq1:1es: .fact- finding_·-an.d the 'publication of those facts, ; 

•~ lo • '.. • • ' •:• , • • • -, , ~ •; • : • • , • • • , -. • • • • ' ' ' • •l . ' 

·.\(.'. ·. ~~eh : they ho.d be~n impelled t o· use in connexion with the pr:obleo.-of southern .Af'ri9a.·· _: · 

;.,-·::>" -Conditions 1n that sub-continent were much worse than they. had been when the 

/-::L:;(ie-~iara.ti~~ h~d -been'. adopt.ed: . .Apartheid was .spr~·ading; t6· conba~ .it, the facts
1 

, ., 

{? .· ~-_-:/niu~t ·_.be . ~~tabllshed . and given the· \.Jl.de~t ·_ publ)c.il~ .~o ,that the conscience of . all . . • ~ . . . . ' ' ' . . . . . ~ 
;;-, ;~_;_ mankind might be engaged in the sttuggle. Racial intolerance was not; however, 

:~ ·•_:J :· :. : . . . . . . . : . ' , . . . . 
.\:-; ·., limi:t,ed to so.uthern Africa; 

·;\_'-: \\ ·:'. : ~h~re-,ier . it ·apJ~ared. · · . 
. , -. •; . . . 

it was . a universal di'see.se "1hich must bo eradicated , ... 

.. : · .. _: ·':\:•:,: :-T,.;onty year~ after 'the adoption· of the_ lTn:ivl?rsal Decle.r'at i ~n , ' not one of its 

/ :::·-.::·,,-::p~ovision~ had heen univer~ally and c(mpletely ·ob~~rvod. .The Conference could not 

--~-r< ;· ~olve _·_the, htunan rights ~oblens ·of __ ~he· wo~ld _in t~OG veeks, .,but it could make a ' .. ' -~

/ ./, ·-~ :~eginni
0

ng, ·espec.ially .if it approached t he. problens in a spirit o'r genuine mutual 
·.\\.(·· 're;p~_ct and underst~ding. ·. ·. - · ·· ' · 
: i/: 1' . ,.: :;f :: • ·• • • • · . . . . . . . , . . •· . . 

, . . , : 

·_h.: ·_.-:_.:·::: _::. : :.· l-1t- . NEDBAILO (Ukrainian·. Soviet Socialist Republic) _recalled the various 

,.· < . . \~~ks __ -which the Gonferanc_e h~ been . assigned by the General .Assembly. The COI!lplet~~ri ;. 

\\-~ of those 'tasks '\Jo:u}.d nark: a nev phase in ini:.ernatfonal efforts _to pronote respect for . :.· 

_:.f' . \ ·:hUiua;/ righ~s ~d fundam~~~a:i freedoms. . A review of past activities showec that over ;-. 
. . . ·. ' .... t~e' las-t t'l-ten_yy y~ars the' United Nations'· and the specialized, ~encies had . perf orm.ed ' _,._; 

· :_ : ·useful . work by· dra.i.tlne up a ser.i e s of docume~ts · setting forth · basic rights · and ·· · ·-

\ __ fre~dons .: · Despite c~rttrln __ defect~, . that work ~as ~f great' importance, _since the ·- •; 

. / t, ~c~ts . in qu~stion ~orr.ie~. an., i nternationai' jurid.i;ltl b~sis for . the . strugele for . : \· 

/ . :_ ,_• : hUl!lanrights and. for 'WOrlcl peace and security. In addition :t!o. the ·universal 

: : :-:--~ . Declaration it~eif , : he wish~d to . ckaw attention to th~-Declarat.ion· ;~n. the Granting .. ;;·_:: 
. ' . ; ' . , , 

··:.:···.: ,,. of Ind~pendence to Col~nial· Countrie·s and ·Peoples, which ho.d· been of gre~t assistance ;·-
·. : . .,\.. . ' · . ' . ·. . ·. . , . . , . . . . '. ' · . . . . . . . 

:_: L'1 the struggl~ against colonialisl!l~ and the Declaration (and late t he International ··,.'. 

. : Con;ention) on the Elwu'ati~n _of all Forms ·of Raci~l .Discrinin~tion, which had given··:-· . .... . . 

·.-.· a more-:: practical ·form to tho struggl~ .against . apo.rtheid. Thus the work of the 
• . I • . . ·• , • • ,. • • • • • \ . , . • .• 

'. United Nations and other intorgoyernmcntnl bodies.had played a .positive port in . . . ' . . . . ,.· . 
1· ' • • , . ., • 

. · .. · achieving greater respect for hur.ian rights. . . 

. .N_everthelcss, the . a~t~a.l si tu'ation . ~ th ~eglli-~ to h~an right·s and freedoos . : ;· 

. . : . _ ~~s -~satisfactory in n~ p~ts ;of the . world, , . ·. The . only vay·. to . remedy . that situation~:. 

was' ·to ·ensure that' the docisions of the United Nations were .implemcnt~d, by juridic~· · 

: . < _. : . or :other means, taking ~.nto account the 

• .. · 

, : • I , , • • • ' · 

peculiarities of individual countries. The. -> 

v ' :- • ·, 

·· -:. i_ , : • • , · ·. •: · 

\ . . . ,,, .. · -~ 
•• • • f' • ' ,. ' : • ; 

~-~--·: . .-:.~,.··.~:.~· ::; ·:)) -~;: ~~:·~~·).J 
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fact was that, despite .all . the e:rrorts .. of tlle ·unitec.··Na~io'ris·; - racial .discri.ntlnatioh,.··.·:,· ·'. -'.-· 
. . . . . "' . . .• 

segregation and apartheid were still widely :pro._ct ised_, · The · uolicy.- of apartheid of 

the South African Gove~nmen-c was none other than a fern of genocide, since· its . . 

purpose was to liq~ictate certain racial ana ethnic ' gro~ps of the indigenous populn~ 
. . . 

tion of Sout h Africa.an~ Southern Rhodesia,' The ruling circles or · south .Africa · 

_-were planning t he r.;.ass destruction of the African peoples in or der· to achieve · 

mmerical "equality" between t_he white and black populations by the 7.ear 2000, It 

-was the duty of the -Conference to propose practical measures for the conplete 
~ , . 

elimination of racial segregation and .apartheid , 

In the present age, 0conorti.c , social and cultural rights were us i~portant _as 

civic and political rights~ e.s the General Assenbly had acknovledge in resolution 

421 E (V) of 4 December 1950 , Since t hat tioe other ir.lportant texts, such as the : 

. International Covenant on Econonic; So_cial and Cultural Rights, had been adopte~_, · 

· but the question had not received sufficient e~phnsis in the activities of the ~nited 

Nations. The Seminar on the realization of Economic and Social Rig:tits, held in, . . 

Warsaw in 1967. had dra'Wll attention to the inportance of· t~ose rights ~n ·brincina 

about the full development of the human personality. Social and, economic rights 

·.'. ' • 

-we_ro increasingly reflected in the constitutions and legal systems ~f many count~ies> : : 

States and national .organizations such as trade unions were paying greater attention. 

to the question and their ·action was of great inportance, since the pr1mary oQligation 

fell on individual countries. · 

Ho also 'Wished to draw nttentiori to the dangerou~ rise of na3i and neo- nazi 

organizations , in particular the National Democratic Party· or the F~deral .Republic of 

, Germany, which represented. a r ee.l threat to wor~d _peace.. · Thirty-five per cent or.,. 
' . . 

its members and 76 per oent of its leadership c9nsisted ·of former Hitlerit.P.~ . • The · 

' party Is policy was based on Hitler 1 s ideas and ~et.hods. nnd . its aims werA ,:-evanchiste . 

and racist, r~t both the General Assemb+Y and the Commission on· Hunan Right~ had 

condemned Nazism and called upon all co~tries t ·J t~e sfams ~o eliminate .it,. The· 

.fight against Nazism required constant vigilance ~d it might be useful to make 
. ' . . 

1 September an T.nternational Day of Remembrance fqr the· Victims of Nazism. · 
' . 

-International legal measures were -needed to co~bat the rise of Nazism and mill tarism, · 

With regard to the ei'i'ecti~eness of the methods used by the United _ljatiqos in. 

the field of human rights, he considered .that the investigation of problems and the 

. preparation of -general recommendo.tio~s had proved satisfactory. In his view, 

conventions, -which placed strict -legal obligation -on the signatories, were the best 

.. •, . 
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1·eg~ means of_ prote_ct_inf;; huna.z: ·r:;ghts ·• _There had recently .beeri talk of the United .. 

· Nations taking"· up specific c~ses ' involvi~ human rights in partic~ar countries • 

. Th~t · was · not the funct:i,o~. ;f the United Nations·, ' which, under. Chapter VII of the 
I • • • 

, · Charter, could intervene in _pa.rticul.er count~ie~ only when world peace was t hreaten~d. 

·_ ·· : ·. Such was the' case in .Sot1th Africa ~d Southern Rhodesia, vhere the policy of 

· opartheid constituted £\ serious threat to world peace and security. . In Asia, -too, . r 
hu.cian rights and freecbms were being violate_d by the war of aggression waged by the 

~ United States of America against _the Viet-namese people and by .the aggression of 
. . / . 

I 
I 

· , Israel against the Arab p·opula.tions. He felt c:mvincecl that peace talks to end the · 

war i n Viet- Non would bear fruit and lead to a normalization of the situation in the 

whole of South East Asia. As for the Near East, the Security Council resolution 

cal.iing ··for the withdrawal of t roops fr.:>m all occupied .Arab territories should be · 

iJ.1plenented. 

The chief task facing the Conference was to· ensure t hat the decisions taken by 

- the United Nations ~ere carried out. His delegation took the view that the basic .· 
--. responsibility lay v.i.th individual States, both f or ec~nor:ri.c and social rights and 

f or the traditional p~l~tical and civic rights. In particular,_ respect for the 

principle of equality before the law could be achieved only by the State. His . ~ , . 
I 

country had t1ade every effort to ensure that each citizen's rights and freedoms were 

respeyteG, and the socicl.ist econ9mic systeE was the best guarantee of that. 

Une:raj)loynent had become a thing of the past; the state systen of education provided 

full access for all _citizens to every branch of science and culture; . medical and 

social services were inproved every year. 
' . . The experience of -his own and other 

s_ocitlist . and developing countries could be draw upon . as -examples of the r ole o~ 
. . 

the ·state in securing respect for hur;,on rights and free~oms. 
·: '. The internati~nai defence of hunan ri6hts, · like· int~rnational la.w, nust be 

.. based on the principle of ne.tiono.l soveraignty ·and non-interference in internal 

affairs. ·The decisive factor was .national legi_slo.tion, although the i~ternational 

:inp~enentation of int~rnational instru.r,;ents need not be rejected, provided there was 

no infringeoent of s-:,vereignty. International bclies could be established on that 

basis, on the lines '.)~ the Conci1iation and Good Offices Conmission instituted by 

the United Nations Educ~tion Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 
. . . ' 

·_-connexion with the Convention_ against Discrirri.nation in Education. The Comission 
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on Human Rights, however·, .should not be turn_ed in~o a. supra-national body but should 

continue its work of makin~ reco:rnmendations to Government·s. Another means of 

implementation consisted in submitting periodic reports on progress in hUJ!lan rights · 

and on the obstacles that hat arisen. Some countries, instead of -caking action at · 

·home, persfstehtly advocated the_ creation of ; ·nternational bodies to supervise the 

application of the principles of hur.ian rights, or the appointment. of a Higl!' Commissioner. 

Such measures were not. provided for in t he Charter and would lead to a breakdo.m in 

international collaboration. The international defence of huraan rights could only 

be based on the principles of the Charter, which was quite adequate for that purpose. : 

The present system had justified itself and ther3 was no need for a fundamental 

revision. Fuller use ·shoulcl be made of existing methods through better organization . 

of work, better planning and more equitable representation of the developing and 

socialist countries. 

Mr. MAHEU (Dil-ector-Genernl, United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization) said that it was a great pleasure to address the present 

Conference in Teheran, where in September 1965, at the invitation of H. I.M, The 

Shahinshah of Iran, UNESCO had organized the World Congress of Ministers of Education 

on the Eradication of Illiteracy. 

The first decla.Fations of hllI:lan rights had affir~ed the dignity of man in 

general and defined the abstract principles which flowed from that dignity. The . 

1948 Declara~ion, however, had attempted to be both universal, by admitting of no 

discrimination' of any sort botweeri hunan beings, and c~ncrete, by setting forth the . 

· conditions without which •r:iun I s dignity could not become. a reality. 

FiI'st of all; it was necessary to defint; what was meant -by the "man" whose rights 

·were being proclaimed, He _wa:, not a zoological specie::i, a "racei• ea: even "mo.nkind11 
• • 

He was a hur.ian being, _regardless of his sex, the colour of his skin or even his · 

. physical, intellectual and moral aptitudes and gift s. He was man as a. free and 

responsible _being capable of inventing and perfor~~ng actions, unravelline or . 

imposing meanings, appreciating, preferring and judging.- He did not necessarily 

do all those things, but ho was capable of doing then. In oth~r words, he ppssessed 

an inexhaustible potentiality. That definition neo.nt that the Universal Declaration . 

was ultimately concerned with hope, and he vho h0ped endeavoured to create the . 

conditions which might bring his .hopes t o fulfil.Llent, 
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, ... :~ ·, .. • :._\, . . Everyo·ne . knew, ' in' .-general- terms,'.: "what·.: t hose:·-·conditions ~ere.·:_: 'Man' neeced a _.,.·_: . . .-: 

::./:-::,'-: ;r.liri~~:l supply ,;f ;;6.d, 0

-Shelte;·; and· some ~~as~-~-- ~f --~;de~ ani/s·ec~:l'ty t.o prot"~~t : .. · ·_•_· 
• ~ : • , . ~ • • •: •: . • I • • •• • • • · • . •· . • • • • • • • • • • ~ ,;• • ; : • ·., • • • • 

,;·::·
7
:-· him fron ·the menace of: the ·- outside world. . That expl,ained · why ·all efforts to oyercoI!IS 

• ·~ •• ':', : • ~ ~ ·: • • • : • • • .. • f • • • ,,..,· • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• : >~ ·.,.,hunger : and 1nsecuri ty helped to : pronote human rights. . . The point could not be made 

.'>~.:<- ·too 6ften:· bei_ow a· -c~tain . standard of livi~g, .human. being~ not onl~ under 1,1ent ·. 

:~!/\-: ;a.teritl privati9n; ~t their ·hWJahity° itsel.r' .was denied and degraded, . Conseque~tly~ 

:·:.~ .~::.: ·a.~~e:bp~~~~t and the defe~~~ of · h~aii right·s :were close°iy· _linke~ • .. . Pevelopnent found . . · 

/.\:(' -: ; .its --d~epest roeaning ·-~o_t · in the ~~wer an~l -we'aith 'of the State, or ·even in the .comfort '. . . ". · . . . , \ . . . . . . 

~->r < 'anci :·.~ll~beine ··o~f. the c'ommunity , .btit in the~--~mancipation and fulfilment of human - .· . · . .. 
'j• ,1 ,I ' ." , : • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • , . 

_:;:- •; ~. ·; _beings. · · . · ·.,-: · · · · . · ·: i 

'. . . ~ - . ' .. ' ' ·once ~a:n l ~ -- i:io_st-· el~r.i~~tary·· ne~dS
0 

w~re satisfied, he could. 'not b~ really free ' ' ·. '. 

: __ ·:.- .:-·:::-~e~s 'he: was able. t? _underst.an_~ the world around. hir:J.,,, to °COnmuntca.te with others ' . ' 

·\/t :.:~a_ t~ r ~-c~iv~ and transrait .. experie~ce, kno~leclge and intentions: : That . had been t;~e 
, ~- ; ·I ' • , . . ; . . . • : .' . • ' , . . . • 

:'..-:,~ : . at all .:perfods but \las even r~ore true at the present . time , when science ' and technology 

>\ _'., : ~e·r~ -tr~sfor l!ling' lif~ on·. c~th . . · Nohx1y \./as' capable' of ~derstand~ng the -whol~ -of-. ·. 
_:,_·i_.'; > the-- mocl~~n :wor.-iu; .b~t tie who'.renounce<.l the' effort to .understand becam~ 'nothing I:10;~-_.: 
·,. ' i-; tbari,.a p~si~~-- o_bject. ' T~ be ' ablc .t ,:/ und~rsta.nd. and hence to·"~ho::>s~ . 'it was . . . 

. . ,---~~c~s:s~y to blow ho'W tu ·re~t1 .• ·· , The illiterate. haa··no '\ola/ of taking. their . place in :- ·: 
~ . . . ~ .., . . ·, . , . , - \ . ' 

:.:"·- ·th~ir environM.en:t , ... of_:iefenc:ing their rights, of _- ~hoosing work and_ of influencing- · ··,- . 

. ·> .. :-the trinsf;:irnativn ·Jf t~at,- env:'iro~1~nt • . ; That . di ~ not .. ~ean' th~t 
0

ther~ . was no cult~e . 

'\ · • without· reading or vriting, .but the illiterate -. were ignorant _of the laws .-which could _· 

prite~-t : ther.i and we;e cor.1p~etely depen~~nt on·· othe~ p~~ple. ·. · The constitutions of · . 

.... : ,: ..... , 

cer.tain countries deprived :tli.e illiterat~ ~f the right to • vote and in other countries 
. . . . . . . . . . . - -· . . . .. 

·. thn.t right- was empty because ._ for the iiliterate the . necessary right to ~nformation· 

·. ,j~~ --~ull -~d void·, ·. · . N0r ~ )cl~ th,f illi ter ~t~ · e~er~ise the right t o · a -free choice · . . · 

.·.·of enploynent, for . they co~l,l ·-)btain . o~y unsk_illed_' 3:-abour and 

. affe~te~ by. un;r:1ployr1ent~ · 

. . : 

wer e the 'first to be . 

}fore thrui 700 r.iilli0n i<lults vere still illiterate. • Inspired by the recor.:imend~~ 

. :_ · tivn ._of the General Asser.1bly in 1964 a.rid the C~ngress ~f ·.Teh-; ran -in 1965, Ul\1ESC0 had ::· . . ' . . . . . . ~. - . 

. . ' instituted iri 1966 -an '. exi:icrir.1entai world. litera~y programne designed·· to stimulate 

'•,' ' ... ->~ea.di~g t ·hr,n1gh the r equir
0

etl~~ts of .clev~lopuent 
I 
and to ucceler~te developne.~t throu~t\ 

··1it~racy. Eight pilot ;ir,Jj ect~ were'· undor ;. way ~d others were·- in preparation. . . . . . ,. 

They shoui'~ i:18.ke it p,)ssi.~lc _to· _evalua.te··-.th~ . effects 'of li ~eracy o~ de".'alopoent and · · 

. . to draw up ·a ·strategy .)f fu.>1ctional li~eracy with the_.help of internationai - . 
• I 
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lity of the Declaration of Hum~ ·Rights. 
,"; • I 

. . 
For a. man to exercise his rights, it . was" not enough for him to be a.bie to read·~ . . 

• ~ • I 

He could not ex.ist as · a person without knowledge of contemporary ·problems anc . , 

understanding of the rights vhich governed his own and other·people 1s liberty. 

Such· knO'wledge of the rapid changes of modern times called ·for continuous education, ·· 

which the · Universal Declaration right]y said should be available to all without 

. discrimination. 

In 1960, the UNESCO . Gener:al Conference had adopted a Convention and Recommendation · · 

against Discrimination in Education; providing for primary education to be free ena 
, . . . 

compulsory, for secondary education to .be generally available and accessible to ~i, 
and for higher education to b~ accessibl~ to all on the basis of individual.capacity • . 

. It also laid do.rn certain principles co~cerning the inportanc~ of education, the .. 

rights of parents, religious and moral ·education and the rights of ~embers of national 

mnorities. The Convention, which had so ' far been ratified by. forty-one meober : 

States, had been completed in 1962 _by the adoption of a Pr~tocol setting _up a 
. . . 

Commission to seek a sett lenent_of any disputes arising between States Parties to 

the Convention. States had been invited t0 fill _in a detailed questionnaire · 

concerning the measures they had adopted to implement the Convention or Recommendation . . · · ·· 

·_ and a special commi-ttee of :the ~ecutive Board was to study those reports in June 

1968 and subr.li t a cri ti.cal evaluation to the General Conference. in October. Such 

control machinery should be: extended to. cover all forms of hlll!lan rights. . · • . 

It was not enough to provide ·educational facilities. The education should help 

people to find themselves, for without a personality and principles, it .was impossible 

to exercise one Is rights. UNESCO . :.r&s . theref0re · endeav-0u.r-ing to help people all over 

the -world to preserve their cultural heritage and enrich it with the addition 0f that 

of other countries. It . ha::: instituted a long-terr.i progr8rn'le on the right to culture·, .' . 

one of the basic rights, and would amplify the provisions of article 27 of the : 

Universal Declaration by. specifying the rights of the individual and the duties of 

the State in thot respGct •. 

.. 

According to the Declaration, everyone had the: right t~ take full advantage of 

his capabilities. At the present ~ay nankind had a growing need for powerful and 

developed intelligences~ It was therefore necessary that'nore e.nd nore people should 

benefit fron higher education, even beyond the normal university standard. 
..... 
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H~an rights thems~lve·s had. to be· teught':. That question had been included in 

· i:he .•agenda 0£. the thirty-first _·,session ·;r the ConfJrence o.n Public Education to b~ held 
·. . •, . . . ·. . . \ ., 

·at 9-eneva in· July 1968. It was -nore it:_i)ortant t~at the general idea of the inalien~ble 
. . . . 

right .should ,be understood than-that certmn individunl rights should be anelysed. 

If human .rights ~ere to be respected, · that respect nust be absolute and no reason. 
. . . . 

either good or bad, _should be able fo prevent it • 

. - No restriction by any force other than that of law, no intimidation, no tecpnique 

. q/ h~iliation or· ~egregati::>n wer~ · co~patible_ vi th the principle of hULlan rights. . 

The importance of the rosults already a?hiev~c was undeniable _but their violation had 

· . recently been too general o.nd too widespread for· it to be p:>ssible t·) be content 'W:i th . 

. past · achievements . · It night be even oore important t~ awaken or adapt nen 1s minds 

to the idea. of human rights thru:i to ensure the 1inplementation of those rights . 
. \ 

. · . Throughout the years, words had lost their -meaning through being uttered 
. . , 

mechanically anq hllr.'\an rights were at, present in druiger of losing their prestige 

and .inspiratiqn without even having. been fully understood.- It was . said in some 
. : . 

·: ,/ countries: that those riehts were ?ut of date in a revolutionary epoch where it was , ; 

natural to s~crifice pres0nt justice and .happiness to future prosperity: Others 

s~id that they were unsuitable for n technological society where producitivity was 

the main .virtue and where the two ir.:iportant probler:is were those of the increase and 
' .. .. . 

· , _distribution of goods. Others · merely proclailtled the end of man and in any case that 

of humanism. . That' such :J:pinbns should be held ·twenty years after nen had died to · 

defend those . same rights vas a oatter for deep thought: It vas to be hoped that the 

~ Conference wouia stimul~te th~ defence' o~ those rights thr0ugh a nore thorough_ study 

of the ideas and a stricter application of the r'Ules sot forth in the Universal 
Dccl.aration. \ 

The meeting rose at 6.30 p. m. 
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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FOURTH MEETING . 

held on W~dnesday,; 24 April 1968, at 10 . 55 a.. m. 

Pre~iident: H~I . H. Princess Ashraf PAHLAVI Iran 
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· " . -:., CO!-JF,32 SR. 4- - · t. ·1·· ····· • 0 ,. •• · ,· " ,.x~ . · ' ' •' - ·30 ·- ·,w,:;t ,: L, • •· · ~. · ... , ·· · , - . 

tX-'S1EstI~11c:\~~:it':1ii!i~]jjf {;~~i'.i~i;i{: .:.,: .• /: :~---· __ ·· . • :.i>~ . 
. :·.<>:, -·/.;;._-·:.-,.: J-..t the President's 'request,'Mr . . SCHR.EIBER :(.Executive S8cretary of the 

?-/t<c~ni'?r~~~c) ~~~d. out -~h/.t~;/~/ .a ·m;ssug~ _reci i,i'ed ·:iro~ .the· Government of Peru 

);/:'>":iind(.r··.the;- ~i~na.tur~ 0~ .the Mi~istcr ~i Foreig~ i-furation~ .§/ 

· \ ... :i,',- REVIEioF -PROGRESS 'f1CHiEVED i~ND IDENTIFICi,TION b/ t-1!.JOR OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED, AT THE - . 
,:i< ·. := .. ::rnTERNf1TIONi.L, ~GION.i\LJi.&'D ' N." .. TIONi,L' LEVELS, • rn ·THE FIELD OF HUM/.N RIGHTS SINCE THE . 
{' ·:·.:··.f.DOPTION i.ND PROCLAM:,TION OF :.THE UNIVERSJJ, DECLii.RLTION OF HUMaN RIGHTS IN 1948, 

,_: ·;·:,·, · PARTICULt.JU,Y ·rn THE PROGR.ii.MMES UNDER.Ti,KEN BY THE UNITED NI.TIONS I.ND THE SP3Cli,.LIZED . 
'-:t:~-_--(·/ .. GEN~IE~ .(item: 9 of the.pr ovisional agenda) (!i./CO~F. 32/8 ·and 9, ii./CONF. 32/10 and · 
,. ·· : .Corr,l, . l./C0NF. )2/12, !./C0NF, 32/13 and Corr.l, . A/..,ONF , 32/16; A/CONF • .32/1. 9-1.11 
.. ;,-._: .. ' ( continued) · · · .- ·' .. : . . 

, -?·.'· :· <G~~eral-debate (continued) . ... . 
.. ~;,· : : ~=~:;__;;;;;;..:;=.;;;.;:; • 

:-./.:<:: ~-. , ·Mr. ·sAL11S (Philippines) con~idered {t ~ good augury for the success of the 

: ( ·:_.: ' ,-qo~~ren~e that it· W!.l.S being held ·in a progres~iv~. count~y like Iran, which was 

·:'./) .. ::.~ctively· engaged in far-reaching land reform and iitc;acy· programrnes . -

/·: :::: "_-;·_. ' The p;inciple~ enunciated i.~ the ··univers~1 · tiecla;ation of Human Rights had been 
·: .. i.: . . : .: ·:. : .· . ·. . . ' : . ,-' ' . . . : . . . ' . . 

~_- -:,_:: /.·: _.'embo_di~~- in many nat,i ~mal ·constitutions; they .represent~d th? moral force backi~ 

\ :: ,.; .. : .individual., national: and internatio~al : deci~io·n~ . The t.-wenty years since the 

/ :-:>> ado~t.io~ oi t _h~ U~iver
0

sal D~ci~ation ha_d sho~ \ hat :in'justice could exist . irrcspectiye 

//'.':·::·. ·of: politic~ systems o~ _materitl. ~chi~v~~ents . : :· Pro.moti~~ of -·humun ·rights -w,,mt beyond_ 
: • • • \ . . • . • • i ' • • 

. :,_::._:-_. }dool?gy_·u~d technology , an·a w~ys mus t ~c sought to : cnsur,c that the inherent principles 

· ::. · ·.· :were . not· invoked merely when·· it was . convenient; :. . : . ·. · .. . . .... ' . . . ' . . . ' , . 
· < ···.• ·'. ·: -.-- , ·concern for_ human rights "1as the most binding •factor in human relatio~s, and th~ .:·. 

: · ·;. , b~!,ld · co~d be prog~essively strengthened if ev(Jr/ country set i ts3lf to apply the 

_:_··:, : lofty pr-inciple·; affirmed in the Universal . . Decl~ati~n. . It was to be. hoped that a 

,. : r e;ie~ of past accomplis~en:ts wo1;1ld serve to -r ~invigo:r:~te the resolv~ to · eliminate . 

prej.udices , inequalities and inju_stices still 8?Cis{ing~ . ·· T·he most easily identifiable :. 
·. ,. . 

.or' .the ·obstacles to univcrsal ·application of the: pr:i,nciples laid down- in the United 

Nations Charter and the Universal D,;_i;la:t:8:_tion, ~-; ·swning· 'that . nationolpolicy was 

· Aisp,;sed to -their cnforccm~nt ,- -was· corr~ct interpretation< Admittedly, th0 

·'.,.' Iniernati'onal Covenants on Civil and ' Poiitica.1 ·Right·~·:ada ·on Economic , Social and 

. - ·cuiturai' Right~ had. given gr~ater precisi~n ~o 'the abst~ac~. generfl]. _definii i ons in the 
. . . . . ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' ~ 

" · · Univers!U, Declaration, and some rights had been made · the subj 0ct of· separate 
. ' . . " , 

. / · . c'om~?ntions . ,- · ~everthel0ss , furth0r· studies were needed t~ define the scope 0f each • 

•' .. ·· of :the provisions concerned , and -th': technique . of using specia.1,-rapporteurs vas one 

that' :deserved to be endorsed in that connexion • . 

§.I . The_. text of this mes sage appears in the Final .Ket of the Conf erei:ce, 'annex III, IV. · 
I . 

· ... , 
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. ' One formidable obstacle to the univor'sal ~nJoyment ~f-~1.UIUUl :righ~-s ruid fund~~ntal 

freedoms ~s whe;e national policy was _inconsistent with·: or ,in violation ~f the Charter 

and ·t~e Universal Declaration, ~. g~ the present racist policie~ of some Governments 

o.nd the anachronisti c .colonial and . neo-colonial policies of a few other_s . 

Such problems illustrated the. difficulty of promoting human ·rights by nati onal 

legislation. Uh.ere the legislation in itself' involved violations, the remedy was 

amendment or repeal by government action. But where the obstacle lay in tradition 

or custom, the ultimate remedy would be re- education ~r r _eorientation· of the masses, 

backed by legislation. Mass media and public information techniques were especially 
' , 

appropriate in such situations. In the same connexion, ~e would· emphasize the 

important role cf co~unity development in ensuring that the under-privileged r eceived 

their 911e share of the bounties or· civilized society. His own country would be ·willi~ 

to share its experience and modest know- how in that field. 

In 1966, the Regionai Seminar on.the Status of .Women .held at Manila had r esolved ·, 

·to draw up long- term programmes for the advancement of women which he thought would 

.,. · ,;. 

.. . -· 

greatly assist in the implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination. of ~ 

Discrimination against Women. By participating in . the socio-economic development of - ·· · · 

their countri es , women would hasten their full enjoyment. of human rights; in 
' .... 

. recognit ion of that fact, the Philippines was creating a commission on the participation 
. . 

of women in national development in lieu of a commission on the statu~ of women, and: his 

_country .would watch 'ldth keen interest the progress of the long-term progrrunme for· 

womenrs advancement recently announced by t ran. 
SpeciaJ. measures yere sometimes· warranted in order to allow cultural minorities 

t,u catch :up with the dominant groups; but the p:rotectl. on of ntl.norH,le::; should not · · 
I . . ' 

go beyond such gestures .of belated justice less separatism or secession be encouraged • . , ,_ 

Basic rules sanctioned by the United Nations woul~ go a long way t owards preventing 

oppression or rebellion and thus maintaining the sometimes delicate _and precarious 

· balance. 

, One common feature of the plight of developing countries was that national ,will 

and :::elf-r eliance vere often not enough to -ehslµ'e the enjoyment of economic and social 

rights ~ssential to a decent standard of living. There 1,1as a built- in apathy in the 

United Nations toward~ international assistanc8 in promoting economic and social '. 
' 

rights. The tactical mistake of separating those rights from civil and political 

rights in drawing up international covenants had created an unfortunate psychological 

• . . ,.·. 
r .' •! . ' 

.. · ' • 

:.l·: 
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climate o( a~quiescence in_, the_· status guo in economic and social matters, making it 
# • ~ .,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

0ve:q. ,more ·diffi'cult. for the developing countries to ·obtain the requisite international -
' • • • • • ~ • • • : J • • • .• • 

3.ssistancc - _witness the reluctance of th•.:: devoloped countries_ to contribute their 
I • • • • 

due ·share toward fu],filmcnt of the objoctives of the United Nations ·Development Decade. 
. . I • • , • . 

. Notwi tp.standing the basic principles of . international co- operation between tlie 

dev~l-:ped and the c,lveloping countries f ormulated a.t the first session of the- United _ 

· Nations Conference en Trado an~ Development, the second session of the_ Conference had 

f ounc. i_tself no nearer the goal ~f tra1;-sfcrming accepted principles into living reality. 

The dov8loped countries were well aw~re of the neeJ t? bridge the ever- widening_gap in 

~conomic growth ane production sc?parating them from _the developing countries; . but the 

bitter fact was that _they lacked the will or foresight t~ take the urgent action _ . 

needed • . It was time that article 28 of the Universal Declaration was implemented. 
, . 

By now, the developed countries must have realized ~hat they could not lorig survive 

in .peace and prosperity while more than two~thirds of the world's population was 

livin~ i~ desp~rate want . 

One lesson that had emerged ovar t~e pnst twenty years was that the concept of . 

human rights was a dynamic and not a static one. During that period, the_matter 

of enforcement of .those rights had moved beyond .the exclusive do.mestic juridisdiction 
' . - , ' . . 

of_ States. The_ aspirations of man to achieve the full enjoyment of human rights bad 

become as irresistible a force as the drive of the colonial peoples towards self. _ 
. . ' . .. . 

_ government ~d independence. The int-ernational evolution of the _concept_ demanded a _ 
' , . . • 

parallel evolution in the techniques and procedures for the universal enforcement 

. of human rights. Revision of discriminatory legislation and practi~es was no longer 
. ' . 

- ·enough: the goal should be condemnati~n, prohibition and punishment of discrimination 
/ by law. _ . 

Overhaul of the United Nations bodies dealing -with human rights ·l<ms also called 

for. t..fter twenty years, the bodies in. question should surely be able to hear and 

. investigate complaints against Member States_ concerning violations of the provisions 

of the Universal Declaration that lay outside the competence of the orgnns establis~ed 
... . . . . . ' 

·by the interno._tional covc::nants and other international instruments on human rights. 

The Conference sho_uld fornrulate .o.nd a.do~t recommendations in that sense. 

The world was said to be witnessing at the present time three r evolutions 

of vitsl importance __ for the future of mankind: ~he teclmologicai achievements 

- ushered in by. man 1s _mastery of the secret of the atom;. thE_ ideological confli ct 
' . 

between .capitalism and communism; and the revolution of rising expectations among 

/ 



,. 

, the emerging new nations • . The Conference ~uld. fail in its· purpose if it· ignored 

the _far-reaching •implications ·of those three movP.mAnts insofar as they affected the · 

dignity and worth of the human being. · 

Mr. MESTIRI (Chairman, Special Committee on the Situation with rog8!d to the 

Implementation Declaration on the Granting of Indepeqdence to Colonial Countries and . 

Peoples) said that th~ General Assembly, by its r esolution 2326 (XXII), had wished· to 

give the Conference the opportunity of making an up-to-date assessment of the 

situation of the millions of human b'eings still under. the coloni al yoke. 

The clause in the· Universal Declaration of Human Rights stating that the 

principles embodied therein should apply equally . to colonial peoples might never 

have been a~opted, to judge from its .effect in the subject territories, where 

individual and collective freedoms were still being cynically -violated and trodden 

under foot with impunity. How could the situa.tion be otherwise, when the very 

philosophy of colonialism and the methods it used were directly opposed tc the 

Declaration1s ideas and principles? How could the notion of all human beings being 

born free and equal in dignity be accepted in the face of the belief in inferior 

' subject races? Inequality based on race, colour, l?nguage and religion lay .at the · 

root of all .the injustices and abuses prnctised in the colonial countries. llnd 

the colonial peoples, deprived of all c.ther recourse, had in many i!J-stances been forced ·· 

to resort to justifiable resistance against tyranny and oppression, thus bringing on 

themselves still greater measures of repression. · 

Items of particular interest for the work of the Special Committee of Twentr

Four included the International Covenants on Human Rights a~d the International 

Convention on the•EJ..imination· or all Forms of Racial Discrimination, adopted by the 

General Assembly _in 1966 and 1967 respectively, and resolution 21/44 (XXI), in which 

the General .Assembly had expressed its gr owing concern regarding violations of -h'uman 

rights, including those practised under the policy of.racial discrimination, 

segregation and apartheid, as applied particularly in colonial and dependent. 

territories. 

But the mere adoption of declarations and covenants was nOt enough: what 

was needed was r atification as appropriate and translation of the adopted principles 

into l egally binding rules under. national legislation. Regrettably, Member States 

had failed to ·take the riecessery action as speedily as was desirable, but even so, 

it was of great significance that universal recognition was acc~rded within the United_ 

Nations to the right of every individual to. respect for his dignity as a: human being 



I: r:: ··- -~~ .. 
:,:· ,;•:·_in all ·spheres of -life·;· : ,Plainly, ,:tha.t -was a _prerequisite ·for" tl_le .progressive at t .ainnient 
. -~·" .. . -.. : ~- ,., . . .. • ~ . . •: , . . . . , . . : . . ., . . . ... ~:. . 
;_'.-\ ~·.: of: universal peace aria' peaceful ,'-e'co~omic and• social : ci~operation arid development as 
,•, -:-:•,.• • ,:• : •. ••~:..,. ' • ' • • , • • ' • • • • !' • • • ' ,I • • : ' • , , 

1
:\ :'..· ·l~d d_oim in_ :the United Nation's Charter. · .· · . : . . · ··" ' 

':./...',:. ::,·.::·····;:_~ii~ 'un1t.ed .·Natii:>r.;s. had, thus C;)me t o i'e~l :~ particuiar: se~~e · of urgency regarding 
.. · :.:, '..:.i ~ .;: • ... . . -...: ' . . . . . : . ! . . . . . ~ : . . . . . . ' .. 

. =·<; .. ·.:' the elimination· of .colonialism 'and . the task of· combating racial discrimination • . ; ·,; .. - . . ; . . , . ' . .. . , .. . 

·/::.\ ._· 'Ph~ .. c~lonial_ :~it uatior in '. S?Utherri l~frica :was . still ·dl~acteriz~d by . the_ most flagrant ·_ 

t/f'.~:an9 ~a-cbronostic' ma~s vi~lation ·;f. hurnan .ri~hts and furiQam·ental .freedoms: · ;~s the 

{;>. -~'e"c;etary..:.~en~ral 'h~d .recogniz,ed, : th~. coll~ctive determinat ion C?f the' United Nations to 

) .:/ :-:br1~~6~~o~ialism:_to: aµ end s~~med._to have· come up ~ainst a solid _wall of defiance in . 

·::/ : .:·· jh;t,,·p~t . of t ne . wor ld/ Nor . _had . th~ri,:· ~Qen. ~ - ~batemont in . ~he pers;ts,tent viola.tion 

\ ... ,._, ' ;of t h~ · right· ~f ~eif- det~rmiri~tion; ,. the national· liberation mo,;em~nts vere still 
·:,:,..,·;,: ... ,, · .. · ~" , · .. , , · . . . ·: .. ~. . . .. . . ·. . . 

-:_ ,:=,: :; be~ng· savagely repressed by th~ authorities concerned, · in collaboration and collusion 
<>·· -~ith .c~rtain v~"ated .econ.omi~ ·ana· other ·interes.ts.' . . 

·:>:-·.' ··,. >-The ~·easons 'tor ·.that ~tat~~ of ~f~irs wer~ •not diffic~lt 'to determine. _They · 

}:'. ·:; >· ley :•ir(·:the· ·d~lib'era,te .oppo13:iti; ~ imd co~tinui~g:·n:m- cooperatio~ of the administering 

1 < ·. ·.- P~we; ~ ·:concerned ~ci in th~ ~e1u·ct·anc·e·. of . cert ai~ other States to' collaborate . with . . ... .. . . .. . . 

. ~-·:.· . the µ-q.i ted Nations . in applying -~!fectiVe . solutions ' t o . outstand:lng . col~nial .. problems.· 

• '.} -~\ Th~:-,-r~~:~rnationtl _' co~i ~y 'sh;uld. not ' and, ~ould not ' ~ccept , that si t ua~ion ~s 
"'° • ••.: ')' .' ' • •'• . . ' • • • , • I • , , , , l • • .,_ • • • • • ' 

,. ;, . '·, ·irrevocable;'-· it mus't-.redouble · i t s'· efforts t o -eliminate· colonialism in all its· 

_ .. . _.' .·.· .'inapj.,festat,i~ns.' · \ ,h~ U~ited. Natio~s .Yould r ~main the · fo~el .point for that ·noble 

/:.\ :; · ; nd~o:\;our,' ~o whl~h the .Sp~§ial' Comrrltt.ee ~f . Twe~ty- F; ~ ·,- would, .he was · sur~, c~ntinue ~ 
·.:·:· .. · -. ·to-make a po~iti y·~ 'c6~tributio~. · · ,-l~deaa~-· o~ it/initiative,' the.- General :Assembly · ·· 
•, , •"' I ' • • • • • • f • . •• •" / • • • • _. ' • • - , • •' ' •• 

"-. . · had in recent years taken a -number ' of · decisions tha. t · marked a new and important stage 
': : .. . .: . ·.. . . .· . . ~.. : ' . . . : . . . . . . . .. . . 

in :the .:Jevelopnient of. the principles · and · the .process . of· ·decolonization. Important · 

"'~ .. ,.: . _:;t.epi included thi -·~xpa.nsion in 196'5 :of the .con~ept of.the inal:ienabie ri~hts of . 
• • : • • • • • • • ; ~ • • ' • • • /. • : • • ; •· • • , , • • • ( • I ~ 

· · colonial peoples to self- determi·na tion . and independence. to . include recognition of the · 

·.>._': · i~git~acy . of the~r · str~gle to/ 1:,~hieve .· effecti v'e ex~;ci?·e ~d· ·enj o~ent ·of t~~se · · 

,·:: : . ~. _;ight s.; - and the Special, .Commi tt~e ~'f. ienty-;-~Our hod app~tled 'to ··a1i Sta~·es . _to give 

·. :". ·: ·· th,e col6niru.' p_eople~ the morni and. in~teri ai' -~upp6';,~ needed for . that p~rpose. ·>.- . 

<· .. · -~: , ' .. :· .I~ 1967, ·t~e . Sp'ecia.l . Commit te~ · had note·a ~ ·th ·so:tfsf~ction :the.· progress :~de by 

1/' :. th~· ~ational libe'ration ~o-~e~~nts . in 'the. t~r;itor'i~·s .. ~der P~~tugue~e administration, · 

, <: i bot li- in ' th~ bas~c struggle and ; in ;econstruction' prog'r~e; in-·liberat~ci" area~~ :ana· 
: : • • • .,, • - • • ' • • • • • • • • • • • f' ) • •• , • 

'· .:· .. had :asked that i nternational assistance t o the iv:ictims. of Portuguese military-. . . ~ ' , . . . / 

··.·: ... ·.··op~r~ti~ns be 'ren~ered in._ cp- ·operation· with tlios~ 'movem~n~s~ thus implying recognition 

::~ ... · .. \)f 'th; role the libera~ion mov~ments c;uld ~a: sh~uld play in freed areas .· . :-,-. .. 
·. . , ' . . . . . . 

, I / 

; . 
, . .. 

• '·',J ... •. 
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-· ,The· incr easing co~cern · o~ the Uz:iite~ · Nati ?ns · regarding col(?nialism was also_ . . .... . , . , -:·:·•.':-

. . . . , . . '. . . ... . . . , . . . ·, . . . .. ' . . . , . : ' . ~ . . . . . . ' . ' \, .. .. ,: : ~ ·-:· 
reflect ed i n the affi rinatiori_'m~de by the ~en~r.al _Assembly in. 1965 and ·reiter ated_·.·.:._,.:-..-_,:.•;,;_ 

subs~quentl y , to the .eff~ct that th~ coritin~atlon -~f _coloniJ .rul~ and. the p~act~~~ of' : .. :·::>,-:} 
aparthei d, as well as ill other forms .of· raci;,,.i :tlis~~iminati~~, . \hr~atened intern;ti;nal: ·:~'-},-. )j 
peace _and consti tuted Ii .crime ·ag~i nst· hciilani ty_. ~--.: in ·th~'t ~oniext :tne Special, Coinmi~tee; ··: ::· ·:·t 
and the· Gener al Assembly had,. i~tensif~ed effort~ to ·eniist: t~~' ~~tive suppor t ~d · .. ' . _:•::',\t{ 

• • • • • • • • • • :• : I • , • • • • • • •." • • • • • : • - . ,~ ., • -~> 
involvement of the Security Council in decolonization matters , by 13.Sking the Council· \ .· .· .;.' ·:·, 
. . ; .. . . . { . ' . . . . ; . . . ..• : . ·. ·. ~\ ·•.·. ~. 
to put. into effect appropr iate .measures · bindi ng on all States and directe.d at t he :, .. · ;-. :. : ... :·-:} 

offending regimes i n .Souther ~ ~odesia•: . Sout·h- We~t f..fri.~a, . th~ territori~s . un;e~-, -' , .· ... ·\:;::..:·/ 
. . . , . . . . . . : . . / ' . :.. . .. : ; ; . ·. ·-~ \. ·-: 
Portuguese administr ation, and Aden tcj · ensure the .implementati on' of the relevant·_ .: ·:·;_ ,-,: <:':' .': _ 

tJni teci Nations decisio~s . . . ~ · .: · .- \ -·t; 
·commenting on the 'close relationship and differences 'in -emphasis that ' : .. ·_'..''. >:"-:{ 

. ' ~ ·= ' . . . . . . .. ,- .. ~· .... :. ~J 

• undoubtedly existed ~etween the question· of . decolonization and the·· question of human ,., , · · · · .... 

right~, ·with particulaz: . refei-enc·e to : the. elilnination of ·r~J.Ci al. d_iscr1minatio~ and ,:: .-: :_ :·/·/~.-} 
.• '• • '. ' • •. • ' • • • • • • • • • • I ·. , : • • ·: · ,:' •: 

apartheid in souther n Africa; he pointed .out that the full •:inipleinentation of the •·. : :: · .. · : :.;.r, _: ') 
. . . .. ., . ; ' .. .. 

'Declaration on t he Granting of Independence t; ·colonial . Count:i-ies and P~ple_s _,. , .//;-._ j 
; necessarily implied the exer ci s~ . of the right ~i sei.f- ciete~nati~n: -~d the tr~s_:1'~~ :-,\., · :( . ·./ 

' . of all pover s to the . c~{on.itl ' peoples co~cer nod . ·; 'since the' Generai Assembly had ';_ ''. :-" '. '/·>: 
. . " . ; . . : . ;• . , • . , ) 

recogni zed i n r esolution 1850 (XVII) that r~cial discrimination · and segregation: : ' . .' -.: : . ··/::_:} 

. in non- self- governing territpries could b~ eradi~ateq fully and ·with the great.~s{ ~ : . :7 :;_f\\ 
: . . . ' . . . . . . . . ,• ' . ' , ' . .. 

' speed by the faithful implement;ation . of-_that' Dec;ta.ration; it 'follo'Wed inescapabl;y_ _ .·.: ·_':'/, 

that the solution to ~he '. human . rights problem. insof~ . a.s col o~al t~;ri tories we;e : ' ... ':_ ·.- :, ·,f. 

··concerned lay in the', t~tal: ~d speeoy i ~pl ementation ot, the 'De'cl~atio~. He ' '::.' ,:::_\. 
. . . ... . . . ' . ' ;:: ... .:' 

. accordi ngly hoped t~t the _Con.ferenc~ \.PUld :st~ongiY: stress that aspect ~nits . '~··· '.: . _;--_· .... · .. ·.:.>_,· 

conclusions under agenda ·iteril 11 (b) . : _, · . . ., . :' ., . ·:.::·<: ~) 

The urgency . of the 'rieed ' for stronger action in r egard . to . the 'colonial terri to;ies : I:':, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . --~ 

could not be over- empMsized; f _or scver,al :million' .peopie wer~ stili·'today l ~ving under ·,., · 
coloni al rule. and mostl y urid~r- regi.n:~s offering no hop~ . of· e~ly emancipation. ' '.: Fo~· ' ,.: >:~·'.,' 
Those p~ople , confiden6e in the: United Nation~ might r·eadily b~ · ~epl aced by bitt~x:-. · · ·. · , , :; -:{; 

. . . ' . . ~ . . . ' : . '· 
dissillusion if effective action· w.s long del ayed.··. , ·: ·. ·, . ; .: · :, '::: 

. . ' . Mr. cow~Y' (Isr{lel) .said that_ Iran wa·s -~_th ~ admirable' host 'to the . ·,, - :· ··:.-<<:\ 
9onference nnd a. living e~ampl: of its theme. Under; the leadership of H. I.M, · ··. . .. :-'. · .... ~- :·~,: ~ 
The Shahinshah, i t ·was carrying out n ' r e'm~kablc bloodless revolution which was' : . _... .: :./ J 
steadily raising th~ .'social, · ecorioroic arid educational standards· of its 

maintaining t he st~bili t y of -the raal.r!l;: ·, .: , . 

... ,' 

' . : ., 
V• 

.. .,,,• 

: .. : . . : :/~ 
pe_ople , .while· ·: ..... :;. •· 

. •. , ·> , • . I :· ' . ........ ' .. 

, · 
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His delegati~~ would rnak~- ·every·_ ~~de~vouX-: to' c~nform t .o · the Secretary-General 1 s 

• plea for avoidance ~f p91itical ~ecr.iru.nation during the ·Confe~ence. . Unfo;tunately, 

. issues arising ~ut of the · l-uct<:11e East conflict, whi_c~. was beirig . dealt with by other 

competent United Nations organs, had . been raised by representatives . of Ara~ States, 
' ,· . .. . 

who had launched_ their customary vilifying ~ttacks on ' his .country ~nan attempt to 

discredit . it. The Middle East situation ·oa.d been dis·cussed in the Unit·ed Nations 

for six months in 19b7, and the ·Special Representative of ·the ~ecretary-Genera.l was 

c~rently engaged in the. delicat e task of peace-rn~ing. Israel had welcomed ·the 

fact-finding mission sent to the conflict area in 1967 and ~ould likewise ~elcome the 

new· mission which the Secretary-Gene·ral had asked the Governments involved in the · 

c~nl'J.ict to ~gree to, sincti it. had ·not hing to hide regarding the adm1nistrat1on of 

Israel~occupied territories or the measures which. the ·Israel Government was taking 

for the safety and welfare of the civilian•population there. On the other hand, 
Israel-was concerned about the ill-treatment of Jewish ~ommunities in Arab countries . . 

and was glad that that situation would also be covered by the fac t-finding mission • 

. He would remind the repres·entative ot' the Ukrainfon Soviet Socialist Repuo.1.ic 

· that his observations. on the Middle East situation reflected ·p~oposals -~hich had 

be~n re jec~ed by the Unitea Mations. l_ie hoped that· the aubjeot c<Juld be left to 

the app~opriate United Nations organs t6 deal with. If not, there was a danger 

that the work of the Conference would bs· disrupted and prejudiced. 

Over ~he past twenty years much solid work bad been done. to promote human -rights 
. ' . . . . 

nt the · international level; but that was not· a reason for pious self-congratulation, 
for the harctest part oi' the task lay · ahead·. The United Nations could put forward 

great ideals more , easily than it could convert them into reality. The norms ·or 
, . ' 

international behaviour it recornmcnd~d became binding only to ·the extent to which 
' . 

sovereign States subscribed to them, and tho precepts contained in the Uni:versal 
• ' I • • . . . 

Declaration were still a long way from being universal commitments • 

. · unit,ed Nations concern with the subject of human rights ns:d begun -with the 
. . I 

drafting of the Chatter at San .Francisco, at a time when Europe had just been .freed 

from Hitlerism and all the.bestiality of the Nazi systen _lay exposed. Tens of 

millions of people had been deprived of their most elementa.r1 rign,:,s as human 

beings on racial, ,religious or _political grounas a:hd it was· considered essential 

t1:> reaffirm• the dignity and wrth of the human person and to re-state. the fact th~t 

human beings had the right to be free. Those concepts had accordingly been 

expressly written into the Charter , and the basic human right's and freedoms tnto 

the 'thirty articles of the Universal. Declaration: of fruman Rights·. 

' ' 
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In 1965 an _;i.mport~t milestone had been reached in the Interpatiorial Convention 

on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, and a _·convention on 

reHgious intolerance was now in draft form •. . :.. However, it had not been considered 

practicable or desirable for_ the contents of the Universal Declaration to be . 

develooed in a piecemeal manner. Hence the ta~k_of spelling out its abstract 

pri_iiciples in two comprehensive covenants had been undertaken with the aim of 

binding States to agreed international norms. The work had taken twelve years to 

acc~mplish, but an even -more difficult phase had now been entered. The Universal 

_Declaration had had· great moral force, -but only moral force • . With the completion 

of the Covenants, Member Stat~s had to decide whether they were prepared to 

assume a binding commitment and to bring their own laws and practices into line 

with agreed international standards. -

. On the key issue of implementation, only the first experimental steps. were 

being -taken. In the case of the Covenant on -Economic, Social and Cultm:al_Rights, 

signatory States were l eft to furnish their _own raports. · The Covenant .on Civil 

and .Political Rights provided for the establishment of an internatio~al cornmi~tee, 

_but it would not be competent· to consider compl~ints by another State ~d still·_ le_ss 

by individuals, except in cases where the States concerned _had voiuntarily agreed to 

that procedure. 

Israel had in the p~st supported the idea of a United Nations Commissioner 

for Human Rights and continued to believe that the concept could be reconciled 

with the principle of national sovereignty. The Commissioner could ha:ve a 

constructive influence without being a judge. 

T~e Jewish people had made a distinctive contribution to the recognition of 

hu.~an rights and the dignity and personality ?f ma.1, and contempornry civilization 

had drawn he_avily on tne inspiration ·of t he Old Testament and the Hebrew prophets, 

with their insistence that all men were brothers and equal. When H.I.M. The Shahinshah. 

hno referred to Cyrus the Great as a pioneer of human rights, the Jewi~h people's 

. struggle for liberty and nationh00(~ in the same areas of the world thousands of 

years ago had at once come ea mind. Iran and I srael represented two ancient and 

continuous civilizations with ties of history, culture and friendship that went 

back for twenty-five centuries. The region in which both States were located was 

one of rich _diversit:y of race, nationality, f aith, tradition and language an.d. 

could never be ex~lusiv~ly identified with any one peopl e or dominated from any 

one centre. 

·/ 



earlier, the 
: ,. .. 
~~ . Israel- D~claration 6f Indepen~~nce had guaranteed equality of social and political 

'-.:-,.-: . rights io 'a1.i inhabito.nts of t he Stat e, which was to be b?ised on freedom, justice . 

~·: ··· ·. and pea~e ~ .envisog~d by .the prophet~ ·of . Israel. Humanistic i deals had gained · · 
. ./,.- ' . . . . . . . 

int,ernational v~idity with the general spread or enlightenment and liberal thinking -

~ '. _

1

' afte~ the. French ~evolution, and a~ t~e end of the Fir st World War, they had b een 

. ,·· written into t he Minorities ~eaties. • The emphasis at that t ime had been upon 

: ·\ .. ·: inte.rnationo.1 prot~ctio~ of minority groups . What had been relatively overlooked 

· .. : : . -; had · b'een the need f er international protection of i ndividual human beings , even 1f. they 

~;- .\ ma·d~ . up the maj ority groups in any . State. The significance. of the United Nations 
. . . 

Charter va.s that it treated all men and women on en equal f ooting . Yet there was 

:: .. · ~~oom for concern lest the s"1ing from minority rights to individual rights might have 

- . 
: It was true that in r ecent years individual rights had b een balanced byra major 

. . . ~ ' 
: .' '_emphasis on self- determinati on ·and t he right of each peopl e to political independence . . . . 

That_process \/as perhaps t~e ~~st striking evont ·of the pr esent age . Yet somewhere 

-bet_ween the r espective right. of ·persons and of peoples there was also the right of 

· . · ,··a ,distincti•re gr oup withi~ ~ State to maintain its own character and i dentity if it so 

chose. His delegation considered that in the br.oad advance on the human rights front , 

insufficient ·attention had b ee~· paid to that particular aspect . The sub-commission 

~f e)q)erts set up ·in 1946' by_ t~e Commissi on ~n Human Rights to advise it on two r elated 

.topics - •t he pr ev entron of discriminati on, and the protection of racial, national, . 

.'religious a.nd linguistic minorities ~ had s t ated.at its first ·session that it 

under s~ood ,tha second of its. t 'aaks to be the, protecti on of non- dominant gr oups which , 

. whiie wishing in general .f or equali t y of treatment with the maj o;ity, desired a _ 

:·_·meas~e of differential_ t r eatrn.aot in order to pres~rvei bnsic._ char~cteristics which -t hey · 

possessed and which di sti nguish~d them from the majority of the population. It was a 

pity 'that, after . some initi al·· ~tudies the subJect· had been neglected by United Nations . 

. organs. The Sub- Commissio_n its?lf had herdly toue:hed upon _ft since 1954. 

Is;ae1 r; concern with th~t ~spect of human,rights was not _sfmply academic but 

-~,v.s r einf'orced by the t r na~c -~xperience of J e~sh minority gr oups Qlsewnere . 

· ·. · · The J e vs had surviv~d _as·, n dist i~ctive people , w1 t h a common ethnic origin, 

conm~n religion ·ond :hart:3d tra~ tions' , ~ul ture and l anguage. For many centuries 

and 'i n many countries Jevish minorit i es had ~een per~ecuted f or clingi ng to the 
I . 

I 

' 

.... . . 
·.· ... 
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faith :of their forefathers. ·.But 'in Nazi- occupiea Europe 6 million Jews had been 

, • I , ,. •.,: ·, . • .' . . ' .. • • •. • 

sacrificed by t he Nazis on the ·ru.tar. of their racial gods. -It was little wnder · 
. ' . : . . 

that Jew~ remained intensively ·aware. ot fresh manif es_tations of anti-semi tism • . · 

It. was shocking to note that at the pres~nt time anti~ewish sentiment ha<i .be~~ 

revived for . inter.nal political purpose·s .on_ s~il ~oak~d with th~ blood oi Jewish 
. . ,,, . 

victims of Hitlerism. The Jews also refused_ to take lightlr any revival o~ neo-~azi · . 

tendencies wherever they might occur. .Moreover, the~ r~roained sensiti~e_ ·to the ,,, . . 

form of discrinination· which den'iecl' t o a 'ru.nority group the free exercise of its - .·. 
• • ... : • • • • • - - • • .. ...• : • • , 1 

ow. distinctive faith ahd culture and ·were deeply disturbed nt the fact that a _large · ... •: :' · · :·: 

section of the Jewish people were . at pre~ent suffering fro~ ·such cultural . d~privation ·: ·( ,. ·,. 
V • • 

and did not enjoy even th~ · ,same- degree o.r ·religious auwno.my as was - sn.J.J. extended ·)·;··-: : .. , 

to other faiths. For those ·r easons n1s deleg9:tion welcomed the in~lusio~ of arti~l~ ·:--;··\·· .. :· 
Z7. in :the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. · · · · . · . ·.' · ,,. · 

The subject was even more relevtlat ~o ~ontempo~ary realities in ~968 than_it 

had been in 1946. Howeyer, it was necessary .to re-ass_ess the classical approach to . 

the question of minori.ties in one rltal respect. People were far mor e conscious·~ · .. 

today o:f situat ions w.here the so~called dominant group was a minority and the ·. ·· ·. 

so-called non-dominant group .formed· the:• majorfty of ·the inhabitant s. · That vas· the 

position . in southern Africa' ... where apartheid and in~qu~i ty were be.sed . on.:· a. ~laim to 
. . . , 

~eparate development . His people abhorreq. all discrimination based on rnce and 

; .. · , ' ': 

•: 

•. ' .. :. \ ., ~ 
... .., p '. 

totally rejected any doctrine or policy whereby a. man's place in• society was determin~d~.'' , . 
by .the colour of his ·skin. · . · · · · . · . 

1 
• . · · · · .'.> · :'.:: 

,,. . .. ·•· 
' , As far as group ,rights we.re c~cern~d, the primary question was not whether 

a distinctive group within any State was a -minority. or a .majority~ . The principle 
• I , , . . • 

·was that .a distinctive group shouJ.d be given the means of maintaining it~ ow · . · 

characteristics if it so chose, 1<lh.ile at the same t ime its members mould enjoy : ,. 

co~plete equality with other nationals of. tlle .State ·and owe the same duty .of l oy:aJ.t1 · · \ 
...... .. 

· to· the State itself. · .. Unity could not be equated with uniformity; diversity sho~d · · . . _. ' · 

be regarded as enriching national life, not _-wea.keni~g_ it. His. delegation urged t~at .;«·: -:.- : > 
interest be revived i~ the special field . of. collective group rights. · . . ,·.: . 

. · . . \ 

It' was wi:111 that expec1,ations concerning the outcome of the present ·conference . : : .. , ~-. . . . , . . 

should be sober , It was a f act that not many Governrn.ent_s were yet ready_' to accept . · ,.-:.· ... . : _; 

international scrutiny of and interv~ntion in the internai regulation of human_ rights · ·: ·. · :·.\ 

in their countries. Nor did past history' encourage ·the belief tba.t the .formulation . : .'·.··:·_,. -:··. 

,,. of declarations or .covenants could eliminate. fro~ the hearts . of ~ the cruelty and :_:· . -, .·.: 

greed, .or the lust· for power,. privilege a.I:d dominat:io~, ,which lay at the r :oot' of the .. '.-.. . :-_\ :-.. · 

·. problem. The struggle for human freedom was never finally won. Yet it -would be 

., '\ 
., • ., •, ; •,., _; :•·' I · 

• • t •• : ' ·" ,.: \ •• ~ 
.. ... 

' <I' ,. • 
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wrong· to be ··cynical ur · defeatist. Et ·the most ·realistic assessment significant 
, . ' . . . -

progress~ nad. been made by the United Nations in : t..'le last two decades, not least 

in the .creation of a climat·e of international concern and a sense of international 

accountability t,ranscending front,ic:r-s between States. At the present moment ·of 

taktng stock, th~_ steps forwara already t~en should be noted with· satisfaction and 

an effort ma.de to rise above· th8 conflicts snd overcome the barriers that divided 
man from ··man. 

Mr. E.~TEZAM (Iran) said that, while the present Conference commemorated 

· · a great 'rumiversa.ry, the relevant General t.ssembly resolutions and the agenda for 

th·e Conference showed . clearly th.9.t it was not an insti pltional commemoration. 

On the contrary, the Conference was asked to evaluate- the effectiveness of the • 

· ·. vork done by line United Nations and the specialized· egencies in the field of , . 
hUlllan rights over the past t-wenty y'ears. He himself • had helped . to prepare the · 

Universal Deciar~tion, and ·he wa; now ·asked to be a · judge of what had been 

achieved since 1~48; he -was glad to welcome to Teheran a number of -distinguished 

representatives who were in the same position. That · showed the importance which 

· States attached to 'the subject · of· human rights·. lie paid a tribut'e to thos0 

• · •pioneers in the work that had led to the adoption of the Universal Declaration 

-who ware , no longei; living~ · The apo;tle of the peaceful struggle for r espect 

for human rights - the Reveri:3nd Martin Luther K'ing.:... would also be r emembered 
long after. his death'. 

The Universal Declaration had not only retained a.11 its symbolic value but 

also had far-reaching 1;1oral and·practical µifluence throughout the world. Inter-
governmental treatles, national legislation, legal d?cisions and Constitutions 

referred to it and.hundreds of millions of copies had been issued, in almost ever'! 
language. 

• ' After twenty years, it was time for stock-taking. · It was clear that the United 

Nations had done very useful -work in the promotion of human rights, as the documents 

prepared by the .Secretariat· (A/CONF .32/5 and ·6) showed. They gave a detailed descrip-

- tion_of the methods and techniques used by the United Nn.tions and the specialized 

agencies and showed that they had .fulfilled t heir commitments.. An impressive number of 

declarations' and covenants had -given specif~c form to and supplemented the principles 

codified in 1948. It wns now incumbent .on States to accede to those instruments, to 
·gfve ·them practical meaning at the· national as veil as the international level. The 

Conference should ·appeal urg0ntly to a1l Member States to do su. 
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_That was the positiv,3 s1de of · the picture, °I.iowcnrer; in many parts of the world 

reopect for .human rights was not obs,8rved. Racism in its most hateful form, apartheid, 

was still practised in defiance of the decisions of the G~neral Assembly and the 

Security Councilo 

particularly in the biological. fie1d:, showed the absurdity of any racial prejudice, it 
' wo.s sad to see _groups of human b0ings practising ·?cgregation ·of their fellow human 

beings because i:.ney were of a different etl.m.i.c origin. 

In .:,sia, :~frica and Latin Awerica, hun:l.reds of m:i.11:i.ons of human beings were 

thrsat.~med by the spect~GS of_ ht:nger' and disease. That was unjustifiable in view of 

the immense possibilities nffo~ded by technoJ.ogicll.l progress . Vast numbers of m~n 

and women who 15.ved in ignoranca we:-o unable to share in the benefits ·of education and 

culture. 

It was true t~at the United Nations and the specialized agencies were very much 

concerned about that intolerable situLation; but the action which they advocated wa·s 

not commensurate w~th the ~njusti~ss which had to be fought against, and their ·efforts 

cl:.ll.le U? against insuperable bro·riers . He ·hoped that the Conference 'Would pay· 
part:~ctilar attention -to the.t ·aspect o;f the problem. It was essential to identify_ the 

obstacles pre-vent~.ng the full imple:n:a,ntation cf hillllan rights rapidly and to work ·out· 

effective :..~emedies for ove:::-coming them. Taere wns_ nothing worse than disappointed hopes, 

a.,::1 t -he :::id.nberited :masses had heard t..10 many speeches and promises. Now they 

expected decisive action. 

He considered ti:at unde::--qeyelopment \.:1.S O!)e of t:10 m0st important topics to be 

dealt .-..,ith by ~-he Conference. Moreover , the Jl:-eparatory Committee bed asked·the· 

Confe:l:'ence to pay pal:'ticular attention _to human i'ights problems in developing 
' . 

countries. · .His debgct:i.on co::isideTed that the promotion of human rights was diJ;ectly . _ 

related to ei::or.omie _and sociaJ. p'i'og:·ess. · U?1less the conditions necessary to ensure 

the m.ost t~:i.~ic hur1an rights, the right to adequate food, to health and education, 

were cre3.ted ::.t would be impossible to ensure full enjoyment of human rights in 

two--thirds of the world. He r~ca.llc,d what H. I'.M. The Shahinshah had said on· the 

subject in his book ,1'J1e ~ te Revolution- of IrE...n 1:l.!ld in his inaugural address •. 

• Th':l world y;.:.s diYided into t...ro g:~_oups - the rich and the poor - and ·thE:: gap. 

between th~m -was widening. ·irJi.e Dove:J.opment Deen.de had not fulfilled its promises, 

and little had been achieved by the Si:lcond United Nations Conference on Trade and 

. Development. A tremendous effort· wa:3 requii·ed by both rich and poor countries to 

,,., .. 
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: :·. / ·: · ensure_ that :all the·. under-developed-countries· .achieved a level of life compatibl~ 

'. '( · . . with li~\ iig~ty : ··:·_· '.Th~ 6:inrercrice . should ~dv~·cnt~ ·~r{?P..tly: -~creased assistance to 
• •: ••,"": ., .. , I • • - •• • ..: • ' •\ ' : · .· • • • • • 

·;<\·, . .-. developing countries and s~ould urg.e the ~ev'eloped nations· to adopt a really bo;ld 

.:·}·· ·_ .. :. ~ttit~de .whlch ·~uid 'ri~d _an . echo in the l ~ss- developed countries~ 

:: :"/_::.-_ : • :·rr·~, . ~o.er the leadership of its sovereign·, ·w.:i.s : engaged in n great pacific 

:=\~- -> ·:re~clutio~: :~_: It had··abolished the feudal system: by land reform. It had started a 

,:·>:::·'/:gen.eral _p~~ogr~e of industri,aliza.t'ion and of InE)Chanization of agriculture . It 'WS.S 

.:_..? <,: ·w~ing , ~ on illl teracy. · Its efforts were bBuring fruit . In the lnst three years 

.~ . I • , • •• • • • • • ' • • • , .. ' 

::::/:·. the: o;nnual. growth rate had nveraged 11 per cent and it va.s generally held that Iran 
:':.:>t had start~d\.,en. · · · · · · · · · 
·'· ' '"'\. . . . .· . 
~'. ;: :' , :·:, ' , But . t _he• nature or · the problems now preoccupying ~ankind mo.de it necessnry to t< ·:-· co~~id~;- th~ 0~ ~ :global basis: The ·p~o~otio~ of human rights required international. 
:.(.' . . ' . . . ' . . . . . - ' 
: ·:-·: . and general ·action, The obstacl es should be overcome silllultaneously. . The United· . 

. ·t:: · · N~t1ons. was: ~ac~·a vith. the greatest tnsk in history; to e~ol ,;e a new method of inter

~ ~ ... : : ~:t,ional · C07°p_eration involving gen~~al deveiopment. . · The implementation of human . 

· .. . \ : ·,. ~igh~~--c~ul~ not be separated from other aspebts of development~ In the developed 

<.·<. ~r1a·. a ; -~voluti~n of the· greatest importance \/3.S und,;r 'Way, and tho undor- dovoloped 

:::'/.<· peopl~~ '~ould ~-eriv~ benefit 'from that progrGss; .·. but if they were to benefit fully . : 
.. , . . . ., ~ . 

:\ :· ,' f'.rom. it . they_. would have fir st to re.ach a certru.'n· level of develop~ent , and ther e was 
• •. • , ·• • . • • . I • • • 

, .. , · ... no certainty that · they 'Would. • .The ·conf'erence would ho.ve to work out a l.ong-, term pl.an 

/\ :i ,t~ --o~e;come the ·greatest obst~cl~- prev~nting the attainment 9£ full hlllJl8l'i rights. 

-.i ·, ,··: His delegation int~nded to mruce .·some sp~cific proposals to the Conference on that . .. •· . . . ' . . . . . -. . . . ' 

<.·.:.: subject . · : 

;:_ · - ··. ·. ·:: Mr •. WILKINS (United States of America) s·aid that, -he was grateful for the 

~'t- ':-, oppoi:tucity of meeting i~ Iran, ."a f o~al point_: in world history, and onj°.ying the 

{ ·· hospitality of a progressive. sover eign dedicated to·the achievement of human rights: · 

.. :.·,~·· .:·. During ~he· S~-~ond World War, .President Roosevelt and Mr_~ Churchill had proclaimed 

:.:.'_; ·. · the· "Four F_r eedo~s": · freedom 0£ speech, freedom of r eligion, freedom from want an'.3 . : _ .. 

,···: · :_ . freedo~ 'from fear~ and ill the b~n ~rights . since enumerated ~re embodied within those 
• • • .. 1 • • •• • 

~t : ·f our freedoms. · Proclamati on of tho four freodoms during a total -war had constituted 

-':'.,_. : ._· a :recognition ~~ the ' trut}{ la.'tcr stated by President Kenn~dy, namely: what was pe'ace 

i{<~-·but a ~atter ·of human rights?. A sec~e ·peace could only b'e founded upon r espact for . 

·:.', ,. ·. ·human ·dignity~ ·. The a.u~hor s of the fo~ freedom's had r ecognized that civil and · 

::.: .. politi~a.l rights· ana·· economic and soci~ rights were interdependent and had enunciated 

·.;::: · · the fouz: freedoms to serve as an ·inspiration and a stinrulus to the world. . , 

.\ 

, : , .. 
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. . . In 1941, his country had possessed a political · and civil frameworJc 'lof.i. thin which ·· , ... · :- . ·. 
• • ' • I ' • • • • • ••• • "' 

injustice, though undeniably present, would not .permanently--.endu.re;: substantial ,·, .:· ·: .. _:5 .:·· 
•• • ' , ' •• • ; • • • , • • • I • : • • • • ; ,, , ": 

progress ha~ since been made towards full er human rights. ,. Outlining the path by which .: ::.:· ' ; 

hi~ c~~try had 'progr~ssed towards a ful1€:.c. t,;.~hlev..;u.e.r.t of hwnl:l!l rights, h e said · that•·': : ··-'\:..~ 

in 1787·; · when the United ·sto.tes G~nstitution:· had been -writt.en, ' 1t had b~en _very · . .. ;_;· ~-, ~·::\ 
. . . . ·. ~ . .. . , 

advanced for :i;l:stime, but its· protection ho.d. bean . limited to civil and political . . .. >·> 
From nest of those rights one quarter- of the ·populaUon had been excluded a,; : ... : ( ' rights. 

tilaves and one half as women. 
. . . , .. • 

In the .1860_1 s, after the Civil ·war,. the Constitution · .', .. ·_•: _:•·.: ,::_ 
.. . . . ,· • . ' = • . : ·~ • .... ~ \ : ; , • 

hnd been amended to abolish slavery, but the bl1:;-ck man had fOOn £~und it~ promises : ·. ··. · . ··.-:: . 

Segregation, inequaB.ty and discrimination had persisted in other forms~ . 
. . . .' , . .... 

illusory. 

From 1876 until 1947-, the American ideal had renitlned a. .dream f'or the black man. · · 

. In 1941, shortly before -t:,he proclamation- of the Universal Declaration, the .. 

repor.t of .the Civil Rights Connniss±on . had co~tained the revolutionary sent~nce: . . . 
. :, , :~ .. -:·: ~ 

11Racial segregation must be eliminated . ~om f1:merican life". An' executive ·order· had ·::_:-:-_:;· ;·; 

abolished racial segregation ·in all branches of the armed ·serrices in 1948, and from · · ·.:_·_.:,:~\ :: 
. . '• \ . . .., _..~.~ ·.~.:: 

that. date on the nation had moved i'rom apathy to . action. ·;- >·· · . .- ,_;'_: ::: 
In 1954 the ~"Upreme Court had outlawed dif.ferentiatio~ between cl tizens · on 0the '. ·: •, >.:: :,'.; 

basis of race, and betl,!een 1957 and 1968, Congress · had enac.ted five civil rights 'bill~~ ... ~·.: :'\ _. 
. . . ~} ~~ ~ 7 -

Progressive as they were, those bills kid not complet~d 'the fobric ·o.f human ·right~; ... ,.,. '-:' 

The attention focused by public infor,nation media on violations :of human rights . ·. -~" 
. . . \ . 

had destroyed apathy and spelt the ovEmtual doom of discrimination in the United . . .- · . 

States. · In 19€4, federal law had opened up pla~~s ·of public accommodation to\ul' · :: :._:·.--.:;,. 
'· 

Americans but the ba tt, le had not been completed, since poverty) often the -'end product.· ·· · ·: ·_;'.. 

of discrimination, prevented the enjoyment o{ n~wly:-gaine.d ecopomic and soc:ial rights~ : :·:' ··::/ 

The United States was now, however, beginning to implement the_ .f~:11 rang~ of eco~oroic · · ··\ <·; · 
and·_ social rights, and despite the recent civil rights disturb~ce;· h~ had ·full · . : ·.'>\i,: 

. ' . ~--:. -~ . 
confidence jn the 1;1.i ttering future 0ffered by h.i.13 country to men of: all creeds and , ;_ .. ~ . 

races. 

In the international .field, more human rights had bean proclaimed ~han had been 

. impl~mented~- · The uniimlted clail!l of national sovereignty was partly to 1?lrune; ~--

, surely~ · under the Unit~d Nations Charter1 ·no n~tion was entitled to wrong its O'Wl'l · 

. cj,tizens. He did not agree vith the view that the United Nations was not competent . . . . . ' . .. 
t o discuss human rights violations except in Southern Africa, or in association with 

host1)ities. His country, for example, had beqefited from criticism in the United 

Nations forum~ Much of it .had been ill--info_!1lled> -s6me ~ven mischievous; . but n6 

· act~al harm: had beeh done and inuch good had been accomplished • 

. ·. :. '. :,.... ·,_ 
: . ., ... ·, ·. - • 

' • .. ·.:: ~.- . 
,. \ ' ... ... ;: . \ .... ' .. ... ,: ~ . 
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Wh~t he had said did not detra~t £rom. tho United Nations efforts to wipe out 

colonialism and apartheid, .and he pr~dicteJ the end of aparthbid in South Africa 

i,f South Africa were to Sill;Vive • . The. United.Nations , howover, l acked ~he machinery 

to ·impl~ent its hum.an rights standar:ds , and he hue. beon deeply interested in the 

9Gsta Rican proposal f or a United Nations High Commissi oner fer _ Human Rights . 

At that meoting c.'n the t-wontioth anniversary ,,f tl1e Universal Declaration of 
. . .... .. . 

Human Rights he was confi den~ that i n another twonty years grGet progress wuld have 

been-made. Al though there · wnuld b<.:, ne.t.ional. dif[ er e:nce.s , there would be aspirations 

for equality and opportunity which would overleap _all boundari es . Change, bot h 

i!0mestic and international; wculd require a commitment tc action - in tho wrds 0f 

the Prasi ?ent 1s National Advisory Commi~sion on Civil Disor der~ , 11a commitment to 

action - compassionate , massive and sustained - new attitudes , new understanding, 

and above all. , _new will ". 

if the world was to fuJ..fil 
. . 

, United Nati ons in 1948. 

That commitment and will must ·mark the way international.l.y 

the pr.cmiso of the unprecedented step taken by the 

Mr. HEINEMANN (Federal Republic cif Gor~ny) ·said that nearly two decades . had· 

-passed sin~e the adopti on Qf the Universal Declaration of Human Rigths , n unique 

dqcum.ent of ma.nkind 1 s aspirati on t o f r eedom, and numerous international agreements 
' . 

had since coni'irmeo the rights and freedoms which it proclail!led. 

In ~s country, the universal significai;ice of the International Year f or Human 

Rights was ·r ocogni2ed _and r espected. O_?ly if the individual enjoyed the protectio~ 

·of human rights in his own country could those r i ghts become eff~ctivo in the 
. . . 

international sphere and mutual t ~ust r eign in relations between nations . 

. Befo~e the ~cuncing of -the Uni~ed Nations the securing of human rights b!ld •;~ 

a. domestic affair of incivicual statos, end i nternational lav had dealt only -with U 
rel_ations between st!ltes. The t r ansition fr?m that epoch to the new epo~h in "'1rl.ch 

the ind1.vidua.l cazne within t~e purview of intornational law was an extremely im20 ~ t 
·stage of devel opment. A similar trend could be observed wit hin individual states , 

in that constitutional la~ now also concerned itself increasingly -with the indivi~lUal . 

That i dea . had been taken up with particular vigour i n his own country due t o the 
. . . 

- m~ories of a 'dm-k chapter in its history, and the Constitution ona.cte·d _in 1949 

procla1mwd the pri nciple of . inviolable and- inalienable h~an rights as t he basis of 

·every conmrun:l.ty, of peace and of justice in the world . 
. . . . ~ 

;t was thua ◊bvious that the principles of the Uni~ers e.l Declarati on hnd ton 

large extent become a living_ r eality in his country' s law~ The idaas emb9died in 

article 8 of the Univer sal Declaration had been put into practioa - a step uhich 



. . . 
constituted an almost revolutionary development in the .protection of h~, rights. 

Any. person in the Federal Republic of, Germany _who -claimed that his ba?)ic ri_ghts had 

been Violated coUld nov go to an independent court beforo which all public 

authorities must account f or . their actions in the sn.ine way as ordinary citizens. - . . 

The wide freedom granted to citizens of his country sometimes enabled' extrernist · . . . . 

groups to give expression to view~ which were not to the liking of his Government. 

That was part of the price paid- for libertY. and did .not mean that such extremist 

groups in any way represented the majority of Germans , He agreed with the 

Ukrainian representative in. his condemn'at,ion of Nazism .but did not share his vie-ws 

on the ?-Jllportance of Neo-Nazism in Germany.. \. 

In addition to civil liberties which were safeguarded by the judicial ·sY.stem, 

fundamental social rights were safeguarded under his country's new logislation; 

it had therefore been possible for his Government to accept the European Social 

Charter with only minor reservations. His country had also made considerable 

efforts t o ensuxe international control of domestic basic rights by ratifying the 

European Convent ion on Human Rights and Fundam~ntal Freedoms, and the Supplementary 

Protocol to the Convention on the, Cua.ra.ntee of Proper~y, of the Rights of Parents, 
, . . 

~d. of Free Elections. The rights and.freedoms guaranteed in the European 

Conventions gave to every individual in the country, whether German or al.ien1 .the right 
to assert _lu.s claims directly before national courts. 

, · In addition, bis Government had m~de separate declarat~ons recognizing the 

c6mpetence of the European Cornmissfon of Human ;Rights to deo.l with individual 

complaints and subjecting itself ··:.o the j t'!!' j,gd~~ctiou of the European Court of Human 
Rights. · The close relat ionship bet-ween 'the European Human Rights Convention and 

the European Social Charter on the one hand and the. United Nations Covenants on ·· 

Civil and Political Rights as well as·. on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on 

the other, would make-it easy for his Government ~o accede to those Cov?na.nts as 

well. The S8:Ille was trua of the ~nited Nations Convention on the Elimination of 

all Forms of RaciaJ. Discrimination, which his . Government intended to ratify in the 

near future . 

· His Government particularly welcomed the stress laid on the right of self

determination of nations in article I of the t-wo Hum.an Rights Conventions concluded 
. . ' 

in 196~. That right had opened up the way to independenc~ for many States; more-

over., it r eaffirmed the right of tho~e nations whose national unity had been torn 



t\\;)1r:~11tillt:;1i:t;~:if t::·~7r t$ier JWi ::c\r::: :•:;: -- ·· :::· ·· .. · · · .... •, 

{({/L: -:~·_:··: ·:·_~-}: _ ... ·--·(_~=- -~-- ... I :·: ~: - . I :'. - .. - : .. _.: ) ·'-' ·, .·: :_·· 

{(L--t./~,'.~s~der·· oy ·.Jnt~~ti~~al . oven~~ to a~~idc froel~- ;b~ut the ir political status and . 

/}: ~:-:'.~:national ~lti.iy. . in that connexion he r ecalled, the r·ererence made by the President 

ij}/~\:··. ~f. the. Utited Nations .G.en·~~al lssombly . in hi.s ~essaga. on the occasion of the 
l ·.i ) . ··,, ·. . . ; . . . . . . . . 

\:->}'-:· I n:tex·national .Year f or Human 'Rights , t o t he need to guarantee r espect f er the 

~?-:t~;~_- ~-e;so~ity of nll. nations Rnd their right. ·to choose thoir ow social system without 
:::-~•:t · .. :: :"·. ;,~ . . ,- . ·. . .. . . . ' 
·::-.:, .. ,·/:::: any interf cronce from outsi d~ . 

J· ~:;../L·- .< · Howev er · gratifying the pr cgri:;ss so far achieved, a Nally durable basis f or 
! ;( • • + ' ' ~ 

: ::• ; •:. ':,,-) ~ . . ' . . . . ' 
·.-j):.·.: i · peacei'ul co-operation between ·nations couJ.d only be created through constant 

:\.=-:: -~~: :··progress i n tho .fiel d of human r ights . Even t oday, tventy years after the 
. ~ .. •. .... .... . . . 
·\,'~._::°;.: .'proclrun~tion of tlio Universal Dt3cla.re.tion, ac~~ war e b eing commit.tei vhich showed 
.( ... ;. -i • .. i • ••• • I . • . . . . • • . 

·;,-·:::; <·t .how··inuch 'r emained t o be done f or the full implementation of inter nati onally r ecognized 
1 , • .. J _. ·, •. ,' .. • • - • • • 

:, ;·. ::,\:·: principles of . human rights . The Conference should direct an appeal t o wor ld public · 
~- .. :~,- : , '!' . .. .. : • : •' . • .. • • • ! •• 

;/>~··./::·-' opinion ·against f orce and cruelty in a:ny form. 

;: · :;"~~ )/:, · Hi~_ :CJ?vernmerit supported t he appoint~rint of a High Commissi oner f or Human 

·,.;·t/\_:~ght~ and ;was convinced that. a cent~al s.gency of that kind ' -would be of inestimable 

: · /' .' i, •.:;,,al,te. · ··· 
:.!' ..... # • --~ • • : : • •• ~ • • • • 

1. ;-- :_>;: : ;·. ,- : .•: · With r egard to r acial discrimination, his· Government , upon r atifying the . 

-~·-· .. :(?).;Unit~a Nati~ns ·convention ~nth~ Eliminati; n of all Forms of Raci~ Discrimination , 

•/.:\\:·\aa. expres;ed· itself as boir.g fully iri accord \rl.th the aims, of that Convention, and . 
. ·:-<.-/}. it :_w_iis _de.t ernd.ned t o apply all its ~ner gy in 9~unter a~ting any f orm of racial 

. <':• . ~ .'discriminati on . His Gov ernment furth er intended t o make a t angible contribut i on to 

~-:i ,.:_,·>;_ \ he Internatio~ Year for, Human Rights by si gning the 1966 Cove~ants on Economic, : 

· .~., -~- <:. 
1

_ Social ariq. •cui tural Rights . ~nd on Civil ana·· Poli t i c al lights . 

:_.:~---;-_'.,:_,~- · : _:· · • Mr . YAZID (tu.ger1a) , · spenking i n extir ci~o of the .right of r eply , Slid that 

·'. ·--.,: :··h~ f eit bound to r eject the unjustified attack.made ·on. t he .t,rab States ·by an earlier- . 

. · ·. · ' speaker. -The Arab Sto.toe wer e 'ins~ircd in their action _by. the highest humanitari~ 

-~:·: _.-_/., mot1~es en~ cr:iuid no_t be accused of inj ecting pol itical consider ations into the · . . . . 

~-· .:\. i CcnferencG t s •deliberations. · · . . . . 

. ' ·-~- ~ :· ... : 
. · ··': . .., . .. :· ... : ' 

·, . 

.. -

·.: 

The meeting rose at 1. 5 p.ru. 

.' 

., 
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~w· OF. PROGRESS A~HIEVED AND , IDENTIFICATION bF MAJOR OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED , AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AlID NATIONAL LEVELS, IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE THE 
ADOPTION ·AND PROCLAMATION OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 1948, 

.. PARTICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
. (item 9 of the provisional agenda} (A/CONF . 32/4, A/CXJNF. 32/5 and Add. l , A/CONF. 32/7 

, and Add.l and ·2, A/CONF.32/8 and 9, A/CONF . J.2/10 and Corr . l , A/CONF, 32/12, 11/CONF , 32/l.3 
· . and Corr.l, A/CONF . 32/16, A/CONF. 32/L.9- :µ) ( continued) 

General debate (continued) · 

Mr • . EL- SAY.AD (United Arab Republic) said thab fo r people all over the world 

th~ adoption of the Universal Declaration of Ruman Rights twenty years earlier had been 

as impor tant an event as the adop.tion of- the United Nations Charter . The present 

Conference· should become another miies'kme along the . path of hUI:lan pr ogress . It should 

examine. not only the achievements pf the United Nations in the field of human right s 

· d':!.l'ing the last twenty years, but also those ·a.reas where it had not been possible to 

a~hiey<<_all the objectives and the r easons for failure . The United ' Nations had, for 

example, solemnly declared its responsibili ty f or the people of- South West Afr ica. Yet 

· it had ·railed to implement that declaration because a Member State had defied its deci sions. . . .. . 
· Failure ·to comply with United Nations decisions had since become a common phenomenon and 

it would be no exa.gge:rG.tion to say that it threatened tht: very existence of ._the 

United Nations . 

It was the duty of the Conference to examine the causes of those failures , e..nd :i t 

· . would be ·us~ful 'to set up a special ..orking party for that purpose . Only by entrusting 

. _difficult questions to .such sm.ai.l 'WOrking _parties could tangible results be achieved • 

. There had been several r efere~ces to Israel in many previous interventions and 

'-. _t~ere vere likely to be many mor e . Having cr eated Israel , the United Nations had a duty 

both to protect its offspr ing and to prevent it from harming others . The foundation of 

Israel had been marked by t he assassination of Count Bernadotte, the United Nations 

r epresentative in Jerusalem. As in the case of ot~er later acts of violence , it had been 

said that the a ssassination had been the wrk of extremists: moder ates , it seemed wer e 

care~lly kept in the background in Isr ael • 

. . . At the 5th meeting , the spokesman for Isr ael had said that Mr , Jarr ing, the 

Special Representative of the Secr etary- Gener al , was carrying out a delicate task in 

seeking peace ·in the Middle East pursuant to the resolution adopted unanimously by the 

Security Council on 22 November 1967, but, perhaps unintentionally , he had failed to 
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mention 'What that unanimous decision of the Security Council had been about. Pursuant 

to the terms' of operative paragraph_l of that resol~tion, great efforts. had been ma.de 

tQ persuade the Israel authorities to accept that resolution, but they had persistently 

refused. Acceptance of it would be a much more convincing sign of good faith than 

merely to consent to m~et the representative of the Secretary-General. The historical 

references that the Israel -repre.sentative had made to the condition of the ,Jews allegedly 

enslaved in Egypt under the Pharaohs could hardly be taken seriously and, in any case, 

he might .have done well _to recall that Abraham was ~he forefather or the Arabs and the . 

Jews. The Conference had not been convened to discuss ancient history or even political 

problems on which the Security Council had made the most emphatic and irrevocable 

pronouncements. Its· duty was to deal with all matters affecting human rights and that 

was 'Why the delegation of the United ·Arab Republic felt it had a duty to draw the 

attention of the present Conference to the gross violations of such rights in the areas 

under Israel's occupation. 

Those violations had been r eported in several newspaper articles, including one · 

by Mr. Michael Adams, published on 26 January 1968 in The Guardian," a newspaper well 
known for its Zionist sympathies, and another in The Observer which corroborated what 

had been said in The Guardian; on 14 March 1968 The Times had published a letter fro~ 

Mr. Shimon Tzabar, who -expressed surprise that the Israel authorities could deny the 

charges of discrimination against Arabs in the occupied t erritories. 

The Commission on Human Rights had been distressed by, thos~ reports and had taken 

an exceptionally, drastic step in sending to the Government of.Israel, through the 

'secretary-General, a telegram expressing its deep anxiety about the treatment to which, 

the Israel authorities were subjecting the Arab civilian population in. the . areas 

occupied after the hostilities of June 1967 tJ.!ld calling upon the Government of Israel 

to desist frorn such practices and to respect human rights and f.'und8Jllental freedoms. 

If the Commis•sion on Human Rights felt it had to ta.lee such a step, surely i t Yas 

the duty of the Conferenc~ to give special ateention to ·those violations of human rights. 

For that reason, he suggested that a workiIJ.g party should be instructed t o examine~ 

the reports and evidence so that the Conference, in full knowledge of the facts, might 

submit a resolution on the subject to the General Assembly. 
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r·- ~ ,: .<: :.·: :···· : ~~ P~T-rm' (~eth~r~ds)_ 08°aid that·. th~- Int~~ationtl Year £or Human .Rights 

/ .. ,: ~d :_the◄ Confer ~ce should,-provid~ the ·oppo;tunity ~~t only for ~he .expr essi on of .. · 
::_'._··~.. . sati~fa~tio~ ~t i~; ~ccesses achieved in the field of human rights 5ince 1948 oo.t also, 

:x:.~_\·and particui..arly, for appealing and wa~ng countrie~· against the increase of viol ~nce 

T:~ ' and brutality whic~- w~re -~e w~st advocates of the c~use of human ,rights . His 

7-·_'. · .\ aelegatio~ hoped th~t the Conference would make a positive contribution to str engthening 

:j/ .. :· ·iiriiversal' respec't for human rights and the co~tments embodied in t he Charter and that 
. ·. ' :,. . - . 
·: .:· .. =.·it wuld not dagenerate , into a sterile political debate or a kind of exercise in · 

; __ ·. · _r~~r~natlon 1h ~h~ch each r 1:1prese_ntati.ve would give vent to his ·; ll- f eeling. All 

\-:.:. were aware , hovever, t~t tbeia were fev countries which had never infringed the 
j. /· 

:: · ~-:.: ~r~ciples now: laid down in the· s~andards established for human rights by the United 
:~ . · , Nations·. 
: ·~·,. . . . . 
.. . Although the United Nations had made progress in establ ish~g standards for the 

-~ . . <: · · r~spect of human rights - and in that respect emphasis should. be placed on the value 
'I,' . • • 

··.-'.·. · of the Universal ·Declaration of 1948 and the International Covenants adopted in 1966 -

\· ·-:-,:~he :time had come; as -had been pointed out by ··Mr . Elias of the Fed~ration of Nigeria · 

·.·.~·: . {A/CONF .32/L. 3) ," to pass· from legislation to practi<?al actio~ and t o set about :the 

_-, •: :· .e·s~ablishment of the mac~ery· r equired for the impl ementation of the human rights and 

) · .. --~sic :rreedoms which the United Nation~ had defin~d in its various . instrulllents. For that 

-:;,, ' '. purpose, tw means could be employed: tba t'irst \IOuld. b a. based directly on the 
, . . . . 

~,;_,. . . · United Nation5 Charter and .the second on the -additional international treaties. . . . ' . . , 

r . Unfortuna~ely, as was clear from a doCUI:lent· prepared by the United Nations Institute . . ~ . . . 
: :_ · . £_or Training and R.3search (UNITAR) (A/CONF. 32/15) , few States bad as yet acceded t o or . .. 
. -, _._.' ratified those treaties; As , the'docu:rnent sugges.ted, it would .be aqvisable to seek .. · , . . . 

·. ; first .the means t o facilitate wider a.cceptanc~. of the existing treaties in5tead of 

:-· > ;· · cont~~lating the drafting of new on es . · The time · -was not ripe f ~r · the establishm~t of · 

.: ·:· . ·. n~~ international: machine:cy or f or ~ecourse ~ new _procedures to ensure the protection 

:_·.· • :_ of hwnan . r ights , t'1rst1y beca.u~e, as .Mr . Cas-sin had right ly remarked in an · article 1n 

·_-;_,:··~: th~ December 1967 i ssue of the Jo~al o~ t he Internation~ Commissi on of Jurists, the 
\... . ~ 

:,.•· 

• I 

initiat ion of too many -d~vices and pr ocedures was liable t o cause duplicati on of \IOr k 

and ·to encourage inertia on. the part of Governments reluctant t o· r atify ,the 1965 Convention 

and t h~ 1966 Covenants , and, secondly, because the instit~t i o~ of machinery which appeared 
, 

·p~rfect in thoory but which was not viable in practice should be avoided . 
•' .... 

. r. 

.• .. . ' . . 
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The -- lo~g experience of ~he · In~
0

~r~~~;~~-~i :1~~~;r ' oi:-g~~s~~i~n. (.ILO) ·>;hove'd that th; .·. _.r 
. ... . . . . ' .. . .. : . . ··. ' . ' .,. .. . . . . . . . . •.:. - . . , 

supervision of the application cf human rights ·standardr by i nternat i onal bodies was a .. · ..... :_ . . . . :· .· . . . . . . ,,, . . . ' 

gradual process which pre-supposed mutual conf:i.denc0 . - Ai thei Direct ~r -Gcner ~l of t he · : · · .. 

ILO had stated in his report to th~ Conferehct:! (.;./CONi . j2/9 , p. 24), th"'. comlJet~~t 

committees had 11done their utmost to ensure, by p·er suasL\ri as \Jell as exerting 't heir 

moral authority, that governments make 'a construct ive· <>. ntribution t owards bringing 

about fuller application of' thase standards" . 

To sum up, emphasis ·ah'Juld be placs;d on th._ i 1'.[p-)rtl'.nce of an early and eff,:3ctive 

implementation of the lnte~ational Conventio~ ~n the Zliminaticn ~fall Fcrms of 

Racial Discrimination and o f the I nt er national Cw<-nants, so that a practi ce ·.)f · ' 

international supervision of existing human rights_ atnn~ards c0uld dev~lcp with -the 

minimum delay. in ·an atmosphere · of ccnfidenc0 @~l ~.:--:-peration. Pending. the 

establishment ~ which seemed premature f .r t h, '!.. i ;;:0 being' .;. of an International Court·· 

of Human Rights with full jurisdicti-:m ,~n a wcr l d-wide scale, all means of ensuring 

the protection 0~ human rights at a r~gional leval should be applied,: .includ~g the 

establishment of regional human rights courts, oh the -understanding that the functions,-: 

of the regional bodies and of the world bodies would ~omplemen~ ea.eh-other • . _ 

. His delegati on considered _that there were two initiatives which would have a · . 
, ; 

benefici.al effect within the United · Nations ·framework: · the · first, · alr~ady proposed to ' 

the General As~embly by the Economi~ and Social C~uncil,Lwould ?onsist •in the 

institution of a United Nations High Commissioner for · Human Rights , who se main task 

would be to promote human rights by giving advice and assistance, by providing expert. 
. ~ . . ' 

services 8.!ld by making recommendations where appropriate;_ tte other. possibility would 

be to _establish a central body on human rights_ of the srune rank as the Economic and 

Social Council and th,e Trusteeship Council. .: The .Commission on H~an Rights was ' 

app!l1.'3ntly unable to perform certain essential functions, while ~he Economic and Social 

Council •made no substantial, contribution in the field of human rights, with the result '· 

that the Third Committee of the General Assembly -was .cverburde~ed with drafting vork 
. . . 

to the detriment of its other social, humanitarian and -cultural tasks. Such a central 

body wou,ld be able -to remedy the deficiencies of the present structure, secure a , 

, : .. 

' .· ' , . 

'' l , · 

better co-ordination within the United Nations s;;rstem and among the r egi onal organizations , ·, :. 

and · make -it possible to deal with human rights affairs a.t the high level ·which they 

deserved. 

• •• • 1 
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Mr. BRN~I~ (Yugoslavia) stated that the establishment of the United Nations 

.!3-fter the turmoil of the Second World Var reflected t he aspirations of mankind towa.rds 

the_political, economic and social development of individuals and peopJes and the 

firm r esolve of the nations to build a peaceful world based on r espect f or human 

dignity. -The Univer sal Declaration of Human Rights had marked a fresh step towards 

that g9al;- it was encouraging to note that publ ic opinion, a powerful force for peace 

and progre·ss, vas becoming increasingly aware of the importance of the principles 

: / ... PI"?claimed. therein , and that those principles wer e gradually being embodied in national 

constituti ons and laws. Yugoslavia, f or its part, had done its best at the national 

level to protect human rights - not only political rights but also economic, social and 

oultural r ights; at the intem~tiontl level , it had for years championed the cause of 

peaceful co- existence , advocated _the establishment and development of all f orms of 

~ international co-,operation on the basis of ar~tual r espect and friendshi p , suppor ted 

_peoples struggling for independence and rejected the use of force in internati onal 
.... 

· r elations • 

. · In spite of the progress achieved over the :past twenty years , ther e were still 
·· .. ·, lllfil:lY situations wic h not only \.ler e incompatible ·w.1. t h the pr incipl.~s sol emnl.;y proclaimed 

and the o~lig~tions officially assumed but were a direct and overt violation of human 

r ights and of the rights of nations . Mankind should effectively condemn wars of 

aggression, col onialist policies , racial discrimination and apartheid and stamp out 

.a.11.- those centres of unrest .which at the present tillle were a teITibl e threat to world 

~eace . The Viet- Na.lll "1ar and the Middle Ea.at situation were the nnst striking examples , 

together with the fatal. policies pursued in South Africa, Southern Rhodesia and the 

Portuguese colonies, despite the Conventions which had been signed. It was in the 

countrios most cruelly visited by poverty and hunger that human rights vere most nagrantl.1 

flouted by those who enjoyed a higher standard of living. All progressive for ces 

throughout the world should therefor e egr-~e on a ~~ecific programme of action, the broad 

~utllne of which should be mapped out at the pr esent .Conference . The Yugoslav delegation 

would be glad to assist in that undertaking. Efforts should in the fir st place be 
l 

focussed on the establishment of M=terial. conditions calculated to promote the development 

of the economic and social rights of .individual.s; the Final Act of the Conf er ~nce 

should st·· •ss that highly important facet of the problem, At a tima \lhen rneok:ind \le.S 

threatened with unpr ecedented disaster, there was no nobler task than to work for the 

preservati on of peace, -which was the vit~ prer equisite for the continuation of modern 

civilization and the effective promotion of human rights . · 
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·Prince Sadrudd1n AGA KHAN (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) 

- , 

said that _the world was witnessing · a recrudescenc·e of' selfishness, intolerance· and 

discrimination, ,-ihich had caused particular suffering to the millions of unfortunate 

people who had been forced to flee thefr country to escape persecution. Persecution 

did not ::,l:ways take the extreme form of a threat to life and liberty. It was also 
. 

persecution when a person was hindered in the ~xercise of his economic activity because 

he bebnged to a particular social _grcup or a particular religion or because of his 

ethnic origin . It had unfortunately to be recognized that the causes of the refuge~ 

problem were not diminishing and that doubtless many people would continue to seek 

asylum outside their own country. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights granted . 
them that basic human right in ·Article 14, which stated "Everyone has the right to seek 

and to enjoy in other countries asylum from perst3cution11 • The granting of asylum ·to 

those 1.1hose lives and liberty were threatened had always been regarded ·as a moral duty 

on a par with the obligation to assist anyone in physical danger . In other words, the 

act of granting asylum was basically a humanitarian gesture, ·not a political one. Not 

until 196~ had the nations managed to agree on a new declaration, which gave Article 14. 

a new dimension: the Declaration on Territorjal .Asylum, unanimously adopted by the 

General Asembly on 14 December 1967 (resolution 2312 (XXII)), setting out a whole series 

or basic principles . '!'hat Declaration, however, like the Universal Declaration of 

Human Iqght~~ was· not a legally binding in·strument. Of course, a number of States had 

provisions r elating to asylum in their legislation, similar to t~10se appearing in the 

Declaration on Territorial Asylum, but many others had not . Thore was therefore an 
. . . 

important field f or action open to the Governments and Parliaments of all nations during 

the International Year for Human Rights, and he had been glad to hear that s0vcral 

re~ional pr ganizations were drafting l~gally binding instruments en asylu...m. 

He also wished to draw attention ·to an international instrument which had force 

of law and to which fifty-three countries· had acceded: the 195l' Unitcd Nations Convention 

rela~ing t o the Status of Refugees , wllic~., . by incorporating the principle of non-refoulement 

ensure_d that no r efugee woul_d be returned to a c<nmtry where he feared persecution. 

The, Convention was based on the principle that all men, -without distinction, should . . . 

enjoy fundamental rights and freedoms. It contained provisions against refoulement, 

stated the conditions for being granted the status ?f r efugee , and outline~ a standard 

of treatment ~hat guaranteed fundamental freedo~s to refugees and gave them the possibility 

of participating in the economic and social life of the country of asylum. Experience 



}~~Af '~~~\;:;1;;:1:'.:\iI!/1}/f ::,~1i:l'.f tf {t:'.I'.~~;\{I[t:'.f /t;':?·· ., . . . ,; :·;~¥f ..• ,:. . 
: ._. had .shu'wn · .. th~.-c that:- instrik~nt --~forded ·a · b~sis --of humamtarian actbn applicable 
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... everywher~·, the -niore s·,:i- in· that- it ' had now been, suppl_emented by. thi.:: 1967 Prct-:,col , · which 

; .~'~xt~n<le<i.'its s·cope -~ _pe·~;i;.ns·. who had ·beccims ~efugevs as · a r asult t, f events sub·sequent 
: . . . ~ . .:,. . . 

' ... ;t o _1 yan~:·1951. : _ 

._.. •. The)nternatiorial . c9mmuni ty would be 
~ .. ', ' :: . . . ' 

making a posi tive ccntributi.:m t,) r csiJect 

·:. fe,~ human rights if all ~verrunents acced;d fo · the · 1951 Gonventfon _and t h e 

\ _:~d t o the_· v~i~_~s -◊the~· inter~ational ~strurae~ts -~enti cned in th~ r up,,rt 

1957 Prctccol 

tho.t his 

:· . . Off~cc· _hall -~u~ttel' tu th~ Conference (A/CONF. 32/12)'. A ganoral accensi :.m tc, thcsv 

?;jnst~ents . ~ul~ have-~ ra.i .. ~d . psy~hologica';i. r Bpercussio~ ~ ·on t 'ha behaviour .of nations 
,i.••· •• • • • ., • • 

\' in .regard· to r efugee problems and W-)uld hel:P. to ramove the p')litical &.S?e c t s o f t hose 
: ... _; , ; - . . . . . . 
. : problems and t c reduce t~psion by er.eating_ mor'e f avourable· c.m.:11tfonn ' f or peace and 

··-.::·~de.r standing; ·. ·· 

-:. · Turning to t he problems of the refugee's in' Africa, .. he pai,.l a t ribute to the · 

?· ipi~it. of solid~ity displayed by· the Governments of. African countries in so generously 

'.~ ~cc~pting refugees· de~~i te. ,the burden~ which that imp~sed upon them. That attitude had 

~- e·ri~bled the Office of the High Commissi oner to . devote itself fully to the resettlement 

-~pf. _tho.:·~efu~ees , who ,c'.)uld ti~~s ·be given an opportunity ·or participating in the task 

.' :·~f de;~l~prn~nt .on :~hich dependad tha . futUZ:e ·of the African. cont~ont . Obviously the , .. . 
:-.. ,racst ·satisfactory solution o·r the . Nfuge~ problem was t h~ir voluntary ret~ t o their 

':_>6yn .co.untr,y , b~t that w~~ in many ways a , delicat,;; !:latte~· . . _ .. The~e ~re at pras.Jnt no 
l ? • • • • • • • • ' , • ,' • • • ' • 

: .. :?Iri,versally r ecognized rules governing _ the voluntary r apatriation of r efugees , nor . was 

· 'the~~-any intcrnati::>~al- prevision guar~teeing th~. r efug-3~ .full -~~curity on_ his r eturn 

._home'.· ,·Mcra''.:lver,·· t1:,er1a · was no . inte rnatio~aJ.~y r~cognized prin~ipl e whe~eby Gov ernments 

/ r~r ·whom the ; ~turn o'r -~c fugee~ me~t ·seri~us ~aterial difficulties could have a moral 

.c'laim t o the assistan_ce _of th~ int_01:;national comm\mity. Ha -appealed to all Gova~ent s , 

'. --~~-p~rticularly- .· tb the Unitiad Nat i on~ ·sp~cializ~d ag~ncies and to .Governments which had 

·; b:;,l~toral aid programme~· in the · co~trias co~cerned . to ~ive sympathetic consideration 

:· t~ any appeals ~ich might be a.ddrassed to .them by Gov~rn:inents which needed help in 

)·,r e~~ttli~~ ·their_ retutning ·i:iat'icinaj.s_- . Moreover, the refugeo· who' elected to sett~e· in_ 

:another country should riot be conde,'Tl?led t o ·remain a ; efugee· all his life . A family 

.. which . was perman~ntly s~ttled. and participating fully in the economic and social life 
,. ,. . . . . ' 

ot the cou"ltry of elect~on should have the possibility to become a full member of the 

_nati.onal cornmuni ty . . ·. 
.. ... 

' ; 
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: To expedite the ·naturalization 'of refugee_s :. was_.' a: .fi:t,ting ta'sk for . the .· · ._ • . 

Iriternati~nal:Year : ~::- Hu.TJ1an Rights:·· The Exe.cu.tive C~~ttee '6f ,the :Office_o·f the, . , .. '· 

High Connnissio~~r had ,e:xprossed th~ hop~· that .. d~ing that Y~a~ ·-governm~nt~:-~a . . : 

organizations :.would bear in .mind·.:tlie ref'ug~e problem~ . ,,n:th .. 511ecia/ ~rnphas~~: on ~s~l~, . . : . : _::, 
. . . •, .. . 

non-refoulement and accession ·to. legal instruments of ben'efit -to refugees~ ·. It was .in 

that area· that the Offic~ of.'th~ High Commi.ssion~; -was -~ctive.ly . . c~·....:op~ratiin~ with ·- · · · · ·. 

other United lfations organi~~tfon-~, including ·more . o·spe•~ia11y ih~ --C;mnrl.ssion· 6n Hum~ .' .. ,. . . . . 
Rights and with non-governmental organizations tha __ Council of Europe . and the ad hoe 

Committee on Non-Governmental Organizati.::m·s in Geneva • . The recommendations prepared 

for th7 Conference by the non- governmental organizati~ns were of special importance to 

the 'WOrk of the Office of the High Commi~sion~r. · · · . 

Mr. LANNUNG (Denmark). :no.ting tha~. the p;ovisi'~n~ agenda cali~_d f~r _e:n :· 
evaluation of. the effectiveness ~f methods and_ techniq~es employed ~ -the field of 

human rights· at the international and regional .levels,' said he i.ottld iik:e to connnent 

on the regional aspect, on the basis ' of his own experi;~ca as Chairman 'and Rapporte~~ . ... . 

of the Legal Committee ~f .the _Assembly' 6f -the ·counc.il of Ew-ope' and as ~ represe~tative: ~< .-·> 
. . . . . . ' : . . 

at the United Nations General Assembly. . . ·, , 

The report submit ted to the Confer~nce· by the ·c~uncil _;f furope (A/CONF:.32/1_.?) 

gave an excell·ent account of-_tho· i.mplementatiqn of -both the European Convention on -- · ,· 

Human Rights ' signed at' &ime· in 1950 ~d_:the _Europa~ Soci,alCh~rter of 1961, des:i -gned
0 

.. to • ... ·· ?; 

protect economic and social ·rights~: The European ec;nvention was based on· the 'Universal .: 

Declar_atio~ and constituted: th~ ."firs·t ~t;ps ·_for the collectfve enfor~e~ent of c~rta~ . 
. . 

of the rights stated . in the Uni varsal Declaration". The . success of the European . . . . ~ 

experiment was, moreover, due to the fact t~at_ the_ Gonvantion and i ~s first Proto_col 

not only protected the rights and freedoms o·f all p~rsons witl1in the jurisdiction o f th~ 
' . 

Contracting Parties but also set up in.tcrnational maci1in0ry of control to ensure that· .• 

the ·obligations w~re respected. · The ~~~;c~.nCo~ssio~ of Human _Rights- oxamine~l com~lai~-is · · 

brought by individuals against .,S.tates ,which recognized thG right ~f individual peti~ion . 

and by States against other _States. ; _The c;:ases . were -~efer~ed for 'l.: final and binding . 

decision to the European Court' of , H1:1JP-Bll Rights or ·the Council of Mi~istars. 
. . . . . . . . . 

· That · ex:peri'ence had ·proved that __ it. was easier t o set ·up effective machinery for 
I " . . . 

the protection of individual rights (?11 a regional than on a World-wide , basis, and the .·: .. · . · . . 
' . ' . , . . . ' . 

' recent case brought by . Denmar~, No~ay, Sweden and the ~etherlands against the . ·· 

Goverrurient ·of Greece had shown ·that disputes between States c~uJ.~ also be dealt with within ·, , 
a regional fra:mework. Furthermore~ ·there ne~d be no conflict b!3tween a r egional .. ,· ,)-: · , 

arrangement and a world-wide system. · The . Ch;a~'ter o~ the _Uni 1:'.ed Nations, which· ~~cognized· . 1, 

the resort to· "regional agencies · or arrangements" (Article JJ), .invited c:,untries · to · . . ' ·, . . . . . '. 

"make . evf?r.f e£fort to ~ohicvc po.cifio ·sot:tle1?1ont of local disputes through &1.ch . regional·· 
. . . , .: . . · .. ; ' . . . .. . ' 
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'-- ; .. 
~rangement's or by such regional agencies b~fore rofarring thcm· to the Security .Council" 

::·<: •·(Article 52) , and t,he International Cove~ant bn Civil. and Political Rights r ecognized 

,.,. -that ~ts provisio~s "shall not pr event the States Partios .•• from having r ecourse to 

?tber pr ocedures for sett],.ing a dispute in accordance with general or special 

··:.'; .. ' international agr eements in f orce between thcmi, (Articl e 44) . A series of r egional 

: ::-_ . · conventions throughout the \ror ld could r elieve the United Nations Commission on Human 

'<·.' Rights of an excessive burden of .work and the Covenant could then b~ held in r eserve 
. . ' 

_: ,· .. ... f or cases vher e a suitable r egional r eredy did not exist or wher o tho r ight ooncernod 
, . . . . . 

\ ,:.:--_~as not' covered by the r egional convention, and also for the settlement of disputes 

:-':· _· _-:between States which ~re not parties to ono and the same r egional arrnngement. 

That method had r ecently been r ecommendad by confer ences of lawyers in Africa 

. · ~Asia, and at its ·twenty- third session at Geneva in 196?·, on the proposal of f ive : , \ 

-·· ... -- Africru:1: States, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights had adoptod a resolution 

· · : · _(resolution 6(XXIII)) in which , "noting that t~'O r egional inter-governmental commissions 

, ·. on human r ights have been established for many ye~s /Jn the Council uf Europe and the 

Organization of American Statei/ and believing that it is timely to give encouragement 

·.' :~ t o t he formation of _ r egional commissions on human rights within. _or outsi de- the 

United Nations system" ;· it had decidlild 11t o set up an ad hoe Study Group of eleven of 

i ts members ••• to study in all its aspects the pr oposal to establish r egi onal commissions 

··· .. '.Jn human rights wit~n the United Nations family ••. e.nd r Gpor t to the htenty-fourth -

, session · of the Commission", The Study Group hed mot in New Yor k in January 1968 and had 

.. ; submitted a r eport (E/CN,.4/969) to th~ Coimnission on Human Rights . After taking note 

of the r eport, the '?ommissi on had decided to t ransmi\ it f or colllI!lent to Governments . 

,~ · ,I t would appear to merit examination and discussion by the Confer ence . 
. . 

Under i tem 11 (f) of the provis ional agenda, the ~onforonce might consider the 
. ' 

setting:up of international machinery for tho effective impl ementation of international 

· instrum_ents in the field .of human rights; The institution of r egional machinery wuld 

riot ~nvolve any modification of the defini tion of the rights to be protected; the various 

r egional convent1o,ns could develop t~e contents of the definitions , ttus helping to build 

up a univ~r sal system +-." p rovide citizens throughout the world with the protoction of 

which they stood ao much in neod. 

The PRESIDENT invited the representative of the Or ganization of American States 

(OAS) to address the c,,nfer ence. 
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Mr. BIANCHI (Organization Jf American States) saia ~nat in response to the 

invitation in res0lution 2081 (XX) adop t ed by the Gen.Gral Assembly on 20 Decambc:ir 1955, 

OAS had tra~smitted a repo~t t o the Preparatory CoromittG~ f or tha Conference 

A/CONF .J2/L. 10) . In his capacity as President of the Inter-Amarican Comission on· 
. . 

Human Rights , he would like t o give a brief survey 0f the progress made .by that body 

since its establishment i n 1960. 

Appreciating th8 duties inherent in its two- fold t erms of r eference .- covering _ 

both the promotion and def.ancs::i of hwnan rights - the Inter-J.merican Commission had 

undertaken studies on the following subjects: ' the:: effect o f ec0ncmic, s Jcial and 

political factors on human rights; the impre,vement 0 f electoral 1:1athcds and measures 

designed t o guarantee the freedom, integrity and political effectiveness of the 

right to vot e; the most effective neans of protecting hwnan rights in the American 

States through the courts; action t o expand and guarant ee freedoms with r espect t ~ 

research, opinion , speech and t~e dissemination of ideas; tho rights c f the child; 

the_ state of siege and human rights; _ the right of petition in the American countries; · 

fund!3L1ental human rights; anc1 peac~ and human rights. As an advisory organ of OAS 

the Commission had submitted to the Council s·tuclies and repJrts on the draft 

Inter-American Convention on Human Rights drawn up in 1959 by _the Int~r-America.n 

Council of Jurists and in 1967 had compared the draft with th"l drafts submittecl by 

the Governments of Chil0 and Uruguay at the Inter- American Conference hold at 
•,. 

Rio de Janeiro in November 1965. I t had also comj_Jared t he craft with the European 

Conv~ntion for the Protection of Human Rights . It had further endeavoured to prom6te 
tho establishment of national commissions on the American ccntinent and had decided 

to organize a series 0f courses on human rights in ~arious universities. The first 

ser ies of lectures, scheduled f or the coming_ November, uould be given at the Free National 

University of Mexico by professors of international repute. Whenever the Commissic·n had 
' 

met avay from its usual-headquarters, its members had taken advantage cf the occasion ·· 

to ·give lectures , especially- in university circles. 

In the narrover field of protection of hu.~an rights , the Commission had had 

occasion to take effective action .in the Domini~an Rapublic, in t he dramatic circumstanc~s 

following the death of President Trujullo and the revolution of 1965. For fourteen 

months it had worked to further respect for human dignity b~ visiting prisons, camps, 

hospitals and courts of law ai:ia by inducing the two opposing Governments to male~ 

categorical commitments. It had left the territory of the Dominican Republic only when 

free elections had produced a constitutional Governi:n.ent . Apart from that vecy dr amatic 
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·?.·.:-.caae ; ·_ it 'bad ·_had t o deal: \lith ·thousands ;:if, .cor.iplaints -;~tted tq it and in ·e•rery ·_. 

:\. · inst-ance · it had' reque~ted clari~ica tion froin 'the G•,.'v~mments conca;.-n.ad to enable it to .. :,. .· . . . . . . . .· 
\, ·.'·· ·evµuete the · petitions placea. before it. · In some cases it had r Bcommended Governments 
.. •·.... . . .... . . . . .. . -
:-?.:..: to. bring their legislation ¥1to line with the· provisions 0f the American Declaration of 

.;-;._'_t,h:e Ri~ht.s ~d' Duties of Man. 

t\ .. ;-- .. · Ho:: had.no doubt th~t th~ 'present ConfQrence, ,,.1.th 123 Ste.tes re:prasanted, wuld 

·:: ::\:fi~d ·i;_~-the. contemplation of the · p1·ogres~ ~ado over the ;>ast twentY. yeu:rs a challenge 

{/: f9~ the future-and· enc~uragemcnt ~ ·porn~ver e -~ith the hternat i onal prot ection cf 

· .. _.:._ .-fundamental rights and frc~d.cms , Hhich was the prima...---y g\l~ant<le of penc"3 anc! development ....... : . 
:--,' · f or mankind . 

·i_\.; · .. ,• . . ~ M:"r: · -BONI (Ivory Goa~t) said that n~tb~s h.:id ncve:i:- been s:> concen:,.ed about 

:.;-/h ~:m r:i~ts as in t he st3cond half. cf. the t wentieth cent,·,.:7 . · The Teheran mee ting, whose 

{,:'-:_/Pii_I'Jiose -~ra.s to seek ·"Ways and .means-of_ applyi ng -the principlas sat f orth i .1 the Universal 

;\.·/. Declaration of Human Rights , · was sj.gna.J. proof of t hat . · 11evertheless. man had never ,, ( .·.\ . . . ' . . . . . . ; . . ., 

::-,_-( · .. ,._l-ee·1 s.::>· ~uch held in contempt, ;111- tr.aated and t o r t ured . True , efforts had been made; 

,-:-_ .. :_·;om'3times with_success,'to improve t,ha lot of .human beings. International h :>dies · kuch as 
r·: ·: • . . • • . . • , 

: · ·. the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) , tho World 

· __ ;·:.i·i~a.lth Org~zatio:n (WHO), the Food ~d Agriculture Organization of the UniteJ Nations 

:\;,· (FAO) .. and the ILO, • hatl 'joined ~ff ~;ts to that e~d and the fact _that nations r ecognized ~- .. . . . . . , 

•.<:,,.. the ·need t-0 co- operate in . seeking ways and mean~ of enabling the under- privilt:lged t::, 
•O, > M• • • 0 

. :· .:i..~hieve .a minimum of material weil-being represanted considerable progress. However, 
,. . . . . 

:c·.'. crimes continued .to be perpet r ated against t he human p arson and against · mankind. 

:· _ ... P~&n1.t·tedly, in all the countri ~s throughout the wo:::-l d 1, ...-.::pJ.e wer ~ r aacting against 

:.- ·:, S'lCh misdeeds~ and a· sort. or common. d ,momina.tor 0£ mora.1 cen~re wa.s emerging. It would 
• ,- < , • • -

\,. :. ~ .:iseful if the extent of that common denomina tor could now be ~ete~ned, and a list 

· rlrawn up ~f the acts unanimo'!.lsly reprov8d. and condemned -by all .men 1JOrthy of the name . 

·. :. It vould then be easy to institute an internation~..l syst~m for investigating .c".ld 

:_ !/stamping out those:· acts .. At the outset, s~ch an o~ganize.tion ,,,_;uld of cours~ have very 

.·. _limi_ted competence and powers; but it was b_etter to ac_t immediatGly in a r estricted 

-: .. : / i eld .th~ to ~heri sh the. ambition to settle the problem as a whole without the means 

.. . : c~ ·do:i.ng so • 

... ... • f • • 
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. · · .. The.· international organi_zation in _qi.lestion '·niight include·, :unde:r<tha a~spices o:r ,: ·: ; _·;,-:·.'.~: 

the United Nations, a central study ~d ·docume~:tati~~-bod; to be se_t ... up by. a·· ~um~ .. ·. ·>(:_//_··) 
rights council as proposed by the International League . for .the Right s of Man. The··compe-S~~; r ;\ 

• . • ' ; . • > • ' 4 - ' • ; • • • • • • :- • ' - . • • :~!-
jurisdictional body might be the -International Court · of Justice. ·The central United · .. '.i~· ··.'.!'.!. 

. Nations bo·dy would be instru;ted to d~aw .up · g.:mera.l d::,cument;a tion, to ca:rry out studie~. \, .. . ~.\:/ 

and to keep · a sort of dossier of human: rights. Co~la.:i.nts .w-::mld be placed befo;e that : · >->:;_(?, 
body by States and even, under rules·· to bb ·i-aid. down , .by inciividutl~ . . :i:t would consid~r '.· ·.· t·:,:.'" 
the complaints and ask its ;egi;nal r~presentati ve-s·, acting as examining ~agistrate~ ·. ': .' ·: . '·:(} 

so to speak,- to investigate · them . . The investigation procedure 'followed· by the· regional .·,._:- :: :/, i 

representativ~s . WQuld , of ~ourse, have to be established in the light of the. problem~ ... :-; :/ .. << 
posed by ·State sovereignty • . The central body ~ould then meet. ~ ·general ·a~sembly to · :· ... -· .. :,.'·..._-: 

decide whether the case should be fil~d or pursued. · If th~ case was· filed, no publicity:·.:· ·.: .. :<'. 
- • • f O < • • I • ' • • 

0 
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would be given it. If the case was pursued, t~e cent'ral body would, transmit the file · -; ·.·;: ;·: 

to the International C;)urt ,of Justice, which would' pass judgement. In present , ·<;} 
circumstances, the Court could not be. given g·enuine po~ers of enforcement. The legal .. . ..· 'i,:: 
decision would therefore be no more than a univ~rstl declarati'on of guilt pronounce.d · · · · /·::; 

against · those perpetrating violations ·of human · ~ights, ·who would :th~reby be so t o speak ,.\_.·:/ 

pilloried by the nations. On .the . basis 'of ·that declaration of guilt_, each State wo1:u.d 

through its. o,m legal system·. apply tho penal ties provided for in its municipal law 

for the acts in question. 
. . . ' 

Quite clearly,. the adoption and establishment of such a system would necessitate 
\ . 

studies and ~he drafting of texts co~cerning two matter~: · · first, definition .of acts 

involving t~e. competence of thd tjurisdictional body thus· provided for, and-se_~ond, _rules ., ·: 

for the organization, 

might be established, 

. . . 
functioning_ and procedure . of the system. ·. Two 'working committees 

one t o define tho_se basic ·international infringement,s of human ·· 

rights, and the other to establish the necessary organizational structure. 

It was high time that rule~- of l~w were drawn up for the suppr~ssion of violation~ 

of human rights. If an agreement could be reached on a system such as · that proposed·~ 

the Confer·ence would µave do;,e .'much for universal peace· •. 

Mr. COMAY (Israel) said he had hoped that the disputes arid controversies of 

the previous day would die _down , but he realized today that_ his optimism had been · 

unfounded • . Further accusati')ns had been .made _against Israel, and he was regrettably· 

compelled once again b use his right of ·:eply i~ "Jrder · t~ set the record straight. 

. The representative of the United Arab Republic had proposedthat, the Conference 

set· up a ~pecial study group to examine. ~he ~horny questions · which placed certain 

countries at . loggerheads, such as the pr;blem nf refu~ees and the Israel-Arab conflict.\ 
. . ' 

. '• .. 
4: . 
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· Such ·a proc~dure · ~as inadmissible , since the· Conference was not competent to neal with 

_· . .<,, ···: political ·questions at _present befc r e t he Security Council and the lfnited Nations 
: + ·_: • • 

'.• t 

: ,. j. 

·. _General Assembly • . 

He recaJ..led that in the 1940 1 s , 75,000 to 80,000 j<:lvs had been living in Egypt. 

~ In 1967 , on tha eve of the Israel-Ar ab war, their number had dwindled t o 2 , 500; all 

th~ rest had sought refuge in other -countries because they .were being persecutod. 
··. · When the war broke out , most. o f' the Jews still in Egypt ware intarnod in concentration . . 

,· :- .. '. , . , cainps, where they were ill-t reated and half-starved; tho rest wer e e:xp~lled and forced 

.. · · to abandon all their p:>ssessions . There were 250 Jews s till in custody i n si.:.ch camps . 
. ... . .. 

If study .gr:>~ps wor e ,- t.:, be sot up as _suggestt:d . by the r f;)p r esentative of the United Arab 

Republic;_ they might to.lee up those matter~. 

· In the field of human rig~ts ,. Israel was prepn~:ed t o compare its achievements wit h 

·· those 0f any Arab country . In the Gaza Strip , r'or example , the Israel armies had 

f ount a distressing situation. At present , c8;1m and order reigned~ the Israel-held 

. aroas. There was no restricti on .on the m·Jvement of indivtduals, farmers went on 

.. · peacefully tilling their land; - scho0ls wer e open; markets wera well stocked; and tha , . . 

majority of Arab off;icials had kept their posts . Natural].y there were still emotional 

problems, .and peopl~ wer e -worr ied about the future, b-1.'.t the situation was batter than 

~ iy had been a fev months earlier. Despite~ the difficulties, Israal would continue 

·· • ·· its-work in that area, along the lines of the General Assembly r esolutions, until _peace 

· ·: · · was restored. 

•:· , The r epr esentative of the United Arab Republic ba;d spoken at great l ?ngth on the 

Secu~i ty Council r esolution of 22 November 1967 and :r.-:·.d r~ad .::iut the first operative 

.. paragraph. · Israel accapted the central. theme laid down i:, that r osolution f or the 

' establishment of a just and lasting .peace; the issue of withdrawal was placed by the 

· _resol~tion within such a fr-runcwor k of -pe~ce and not -as a .prior condition to settlement. 

The repres~ntative of Syria had quoted an extract from an obscure publication 

.alleging tnat an· unnamed Isra~l soldier claimed t0 .hav0 witnessed atrocities committed 

by I srael 1 s armies. Such report13 should ·be treated vith the contempt thay dl.3served. 

Finally, Ar~b delagatio~s had spr ead the rum~ur that Israel .had sougpt t 0 be 

· ···elected as one of' the Vice-Presidents of the Conference, but had withdrawu for fear 

of a boycott by tho Arab cc1,,JI1trios.. He catet;orically danied the rumour; his country 

was not a candidate f~r a:ny office at tho Confqrence . 
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Mr. EL-SAYAD (United Arab Republic), exercising his right t~ r eply, referred 

to the accusations against tha ·united Arab Republic concerning ill-treatment :of tha 

Jews in its territory. He flatly rejected such accusations , whfoh were belied by 

the evidence of. persons of ·international standing. 

The Government of Israel had issuec ~urrency in the 09cupied Arab territories · 

in contraven~ion of international law. The Government of the United Arab Republic 

str:::ngly pr0tested against that unlawful practice. · 

With regard· to conditions in the Gaza Stri1J, ha ri.lcalled ·that it was Arab la:·:d 

and that all Arabs wera brothers. 

The meeting rose at 1.25 p.m. 

., . 
. I 
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REVIEW Of PROGRESS ACHJEVED AND IDENTIFICATION oi· MAJ_QR:OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED, , · : . ::: ·. ·,. ,,· 
AT THE INTERNATIONI-IL, REGIONAL AND· NATIOKAL LEVELS, IN ·THE FIELD .OF HUMAN RIGHTS · : ·/.:_,: _.::I 
SINCE THE AOOPTION AND PROCL.llMATION OF. THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN . RIGHTS .· . ..,. . . . , 

. :·' 
IN 194-~,- PARTICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES. UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS AND . · ., ·,· 
SPECIALIZED .AGENCIES (item 9 of th~ protlsional agenda) (A/mNF .32/4, A/CONF .)2/5 .. , ·::/:; 
and _Add.l, A/CONF.32/7 and Add.1-2, A/CONF,;2/8-9-10, ·A/CONF.J2/12, A/CO}IF. 32/13 
c::~d Corr..11 A/CONF. J2/16; JyCONF.32/1.9-11)_,(~.!£.~) . 

peneral debate (:cntinued) 
.:\· 

The PRESIDENT invited the Observer _for . the League or°- .Arab 'States (LAS) to . · . ' : . ... 

add!'.ess the Conference. . : ··:' . ., . .- / 
'I : 

l-'ir; :NOFAL (League of ·.Arab. States) drew the · attention.· of the Conference. to ... · ·, ·_,· 

the reports that had been distributed outiining the activitie; of LAS in the field ·: _.' : ,: >.-:·-:'. 
' .. ~ 

of 1:wnan rights . · · ··.< .... '. 
• • ,~ t • 

The LAS had been set up on 22 March ·1945, a ·feu months befor~ the United Nations, :._:·.:;.' 

and shared with the latte; its -principl~s and concepts···and the circ~stances which had,\/_; 

led ~o its creation; During the past twenty-thre~ years it. had achieved considerable · · :: . ....-:"-:' 

succass in ·gua;anteeing ' the econbmic, · social ~d cult~ai rights of man . Multilateral '. ·,.-::\ 

agre3ments had been concluded on economic and cultural unity, on· the ~stablis~ent of , ':·,_· .. · 
, . . . .. .. . 

an .Arab common market, · a.,d in health, · lab;ur and social af'fairs: . ex;-opera.tion betwe~~:: .·.-~. 

LAS and the United Nations ~as covered by an exchang~.'of- .corres~~ndence,. and agreement; ,;·. ; 

had been concluded with the United Nations. Educational, · Scientifi~ and Cultural· · ·. ·::.: 
. ' , . ' .. 

Organization (UNESCO), the Food. and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations\FAO), :_:. 

the World He~ th Organization (WHO) and the Internat~onal Labour .Organisation' (ILO) •. ·> . 
In.addition, in com.rnemoration of the International Ya'ar for HUlllrul Rights, a permane_nt _ .. : . . _· .. 

. . . . ' . •: .,;· 

commission for human rights had beon ,established. 
' ' 

The Arab countries were following t?e work of the present Con.ferenc~ with keen 

interest, the more so because the· history .of the ,'\rabs had been a long struggle for · 

the defenc~ and fulfilme,nt of human .rights • . Th~ir kt~rest in th~ subject stemmed from .. ·. \ . ., . ' .· . . . ·,..· •, ' 

a constant aggression , vhich ·had reached its cl.iinroc ·in an unprecedented violation of ,. 

the · r.i:ghts . o_f the Arab man. In the middle of the twentieth century the people of . _ , 

Palestine had been Sl).bjected to· an aggression which had evicted half of th.em· from .. · .. ·, 

their homeland and usurped their sacred right to live in their country and to own 

their land. .. For twenty years the rninori ty which had remained in·. occupied territory: 
' ' . . 

had been subject. to marti~ law and . racial: discrimination~ In 1967 the rest of the . 
. ' . 

. ~alestinian people had been exposed to .a worse aggression, as a result .0£ which th~ 

remaining part of their homeland-h~d been occupied. Half a million Arabs had b~en 

rendered homeless and three Arab countries had bee~ attacked. The acts committed 

against humanity during the past ten months .exceeded. in atrocity the ·Nazi and 

Fascist · criroes • 
. . ' .. 

.. 
. . · •' .. ·: .... :. . 

.. ;·. ·.• : .... . . ·" .. ·,: · .. ~· '· • 'i . . ' 

. .,_.. 

... · ... 
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Th~ presen~ :conf_er eric~ had bl3en convened by the United Nations , which had adopted 

several• r esolution~ condemning the violation of the rights of the Arab man . Yet the 

forces of aggres.sion -were still challenging the United Nations, violat ing hwnan rights 

· :, and international laws and values . The LAS therefore hoped th: t the Conference would 

.,· 

·: contribu~e to t he restoration or· the Arab man 1 s rights in Palestine and the occupied 

territories around it, l?lld would tcl<a positive steps to protect human rights in every 

part .of the world where they were being violated. · 

j • 

. 
· :Mr . KAMENOV (Bulgaria) said that although his country had not been a M'.:lmber 

of the United Nations in 1948 and consequently had been unable to take part in 1:b.e 

preparation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, it had supported the many 

measures connected iJith its application. Bulgarie 1s interest in human rights wus u 

natural concomitant of its· socialist system, which r eflected the great ideals of 

freedom, fraternity, equality and veil- being for all . The struggl e for socinlisrri 

was in~eparably linked to the struggle for democracy ·and for the liberation and 

., - fulfilment ~f the individuo..l. It was untrue to say, as cer tain critics ~f Marxism had 

· : maintained, that socioJ.ist countries were pnrtiscris ~f violence and destruction. - . 
. Wl1~never the conditions ex:istect for pe['.ceful development· towards socialism, the ... 
. . ·working class and the· socialist parties had alweys chosen peaceful mac.ns . The fight 

) ' for national. libere.tion··or . colonial peoples wJ.s a case in point : it wes only because 

the colonialists had r esorted t o violence that the colonini peoples had been obliged 

' to take up arms. 

The chief task of Marxists in human rights was to give practi cal expression to 

. rights and freedoms, v~ch were often formolly r ecognized in the consti tutions and 

l aws of capitalist countries but generally remained a dead l etter. The chief obstacle 

to the fulfilment of' human rights in the capi talist countries lay in the very nature 

of capitalism, 1,1hi~h as an economic and soci'al ' system transformed those rights in 

most cases into a pure forinnl.ity. The constitution. and lnvs of the People's 

Republic of Bulgaria, on the other hm1d, recognized and gu:iranteed to citizens all' 

the rights and freedoma set f orth in. the Universalileclaration and· allied texts . It 

· was t r ue that most of_ tho.se rights had also ·existed . under the former bourgeois 

Constitution,but ~s a result of the dif'fer~nt conditions ·t hen obtaining they htid 

_ been meaningless . For example , unde·r the capitalist system, the right to education 

ho.d held no meaning for the childr en of millions of workers and peasants# who could 
not afford t~ de~d their children to .school and had often been obliged to ,put them· 

to work for the upkeep of ~h~ family . At the present tima the right to education 

in Bulgaria was a retl right extended to all childr en. Illiter acy had been 
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practicaµ_y eradicdted and more than 20 per cont of tho population .were receiving -

educat ion. Tlie same could ba said of the right t _o employment ,. which had· been -~ 

empty phrase for tens of thousands of unemployed workers under -the former capitalist 

syst0n. In other words, un~e~ one sys~em rights ~nd fr~edoros had a purely formal 

sense, while under the other there were genuine guarantees of their ·application in 
·,.practice. 

Discussions between representatives of the two ·dif'ferent systems and the 

cdtic5.sms they levelled at each other could be constructive only if each side bore 

ir. mind -the basic diffe~cnces b0twcen them. The _r0presentatives of socialist countries 

h{!tl to rc'llize that the c«pitalistsystem restricted the actuc.1 implementation of 

ce~tain human rights for broad sections of the community, while the representatives 

of the west ern countries had to realize tint under the ~ocialist system there were no . 
oi:,,::,osed classes l'nd exploitation had been eliminated_. The socialist State represented 

th-:i supreme· form of public orge.nization, :.n wh:i.ch the interests of society end the 
• • • I 

inlividuru. were united and harmonized • .. Wbi.chever system was preferred , it was 

US9l~ss to try and impose the principles. o.ppl:i -;ableto one upon the other . 

The main task of the Confe:::-enc~ was to draw the ntt~ntion of public opini.on to 

th.:1 worst violations of human rights . In Viet:..Nam· the most fundamental right~ wer e being 

being trampled underfoot and no civilized man could c~ose his eyes to the nets of 

barbari sm which were being committed upon the heroic Vietnamese people . The second 

black spot in the list of violations of human rights was racial discrimination and its 

most degenerate form - ~partheid, The United Nations had condemned racio.l discrimina

tion as a crime against humanity and had denounced a~;::., ·theid as nn international crime 

and a threat to ps:lnce . Nevertheless , racial di_sc:1.·imino.tion was still r ampant in 

certain_ former colonial territor ies and was becoming an increasingly serious problem 

in some civilized countries. The week point in the struggle against ap~theid was 

the failure to apply the s_anctions that had been decided. It was to be ;c-egr etted 

that cer tain western Powers were blatantly violating the resolutions of the United 

Nations, thus r obbing sanctions of their effectivoness . The &nith regime in Southern 

P.llodasia and the r,acialist Government of South 'Africa had managed to st·ay in power 

on;ty as a r esult of the political, economic .and militcry aid given by certain western 

countries. In addition , the most shc.meful form of co~onialism was still practised in 

such countr ies es Angola, Mozrunbique and so- called Por tuguese Guinea. A further 

problem. arising .from the violation of human rights was tha,t of the .Arab refugees , -who 

were obliged to live in conditions unworthy of human beings . The most astonishing 

fact £or the present gener ation, ~hich had witnessed tPe barbaric treatment of the Jews ·. 

\ 

' . 



ti:-: .. ;'b}?~l{;ii/?t)jf \t\I}::r iJ-:f i}i\:2.yf: I:;:: ) .. · :· . ... . N OONF . J: ~'.; • • .. 
-,~·;·.' by -liitlEi~j ··.was that · ~he Jews -themselves had be~ome the agents of racism and 

;,,,- -: -agg1:ession:. ·.It '. was · high time ·,t; ·pllt ~ ~end ·t~ the intolera.bi e . situation created by 
; ( • • ,' ' • • I • • ., 

· '~. •·-. ·Israel• a aggress ion in the Near East . Last ~ , · neo-Uazism was a further danger now 
' • - ' .. + • 

'._": . :. : .t~catenirig . himan rights and : .freedoms ♦ - ·: 

t _.:.,•: , .. : .Th~ Bulgarian'- delegatio~ conside;ed that the Conference should make an appeal 

:~.-:·_~_; . to ~ c~~trie·s -which had not yet. signed or. ratifi~d ·:the United Nations instruments · 

/ ~;"•.:_and t exts on human rights t~ .do. so 'as soon as possible . It was absolutel.y essentia l . \ . . . . 
·, .... , ·:, ~; tak'3 effecti ve steps to ensure· compliance with the resolutions concerning racial 

'.'_. .,;,\. -di~c.riminatio~ &id ~partheid , 'the_ liquidation of _the. lrl'tenna th of colonialism and t he 

~~~ :_: al?p3:-iontion of' oconomi.c aano-tio~s, a:nd to adopt new measures to t hat end. The 

'. ;~,::, ·Bu;l,garian ·delegation hoped that the: Conference would find a way of over coming the 

:~:/<. obstac~e~ to .the application of the .pri~ciples of . human rights so ~hat the present 

,~·L.:·: ... 'l::eeting would be known as the historic Confer en~e of Teheran·. 
·~~-:. -~ .. '·~ , . ' ' . . . . . . 
;_..: ·rr, · · · · .· • ' The PRESIDENT invited the Observer .for the . Council of Europe to address · 
:i.- ··_-:.--:.he Conference . . . · 

I • 
;. ' .• • • f I 

.'i•: · .. .-. · .: . · . . Mr. MODINOS (Council _of Europe) said . that . from its inception and in accor-
\:· ;:._ :_dance . wi.th its Statute the Council··of Europe had been ~ssociated with the United 
· ·.·-... . . 
i.;': ) "o.tior.s . Furt~ermore , .. when ·the ·General· As semb~ had adopted the Universal Declaration 

\;- ·./(•,')_( :Iut"Jan Rights ~ the Coun·cil_ of: Europe · had •been t he first to respond by drawing up the 

·::./;:·- ~\ll'OI'Oan ·eonve'ntion 0 ~ H~ Rights • .. Signed on 4 .Novemb~r 1950, .t he European 

:.·i_:\ :Conv.:ntion had for the ·first time in the history· of. law provided for collective 

:.:·;·. _.':cir;for~~ment and set .. up international. o~g~s to. ensure the observance of the engage

-\~· ·uents undertaken by Stat~s . It had been f ollow~d on 18 October 1961 by the European 

.·· . . . . Social C_harter·. For . their part; t~e Uni'ted Nations and the specialized agencies had 

'.} \:· produced ·a. series 9/ ~gree~ents and · con~entions which f ormed an impressive corpus ~f 

• •1. , · human and social law, · supplemented- by the · Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 

:·< ·- .:-·.opt~onal Protocol thereto and the' Cov~nant on _Economic, Social and. Cultural Rights • . ' .. 
. · ··-I~ vas clear that the same spirit inspired' all those instruments , which were inter-

::\ :·.; _.;lat~d and complementary~ .[lny ~ivalry' .oetween them wa~ unthinkable . :. · 
•'"";'.. . . . . .· . 

·: _.: . · .' · The Council of Europe considered that the regional protec t i on of human rights 

. ·'.: ... ··was ,:>ound to further the 'purposes of the U~ted Nations covenants , since what could 

•. · . · r::.ot be achieved at world ~evel might be acc~pted by a group· of States . .. Having t he 

:·,' . s~ customs, usages and ·i~terests , count r ies of a single region could more easily 
· ... . 
· .. . : :.: 

, . •.· . 
\ 
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bind the~s~iv~s- together by ·treat~. ~-bli£~~i~n~~ ::•A·'' ~ompariso~: oi 't:h~' enf~rcement ' - ,. ·.: ·;: .-.· .. _··::: 

system. establ.iohed by the ~opeall ' instrument ,.~th .t ha't/ provided for' in ·th~ Covenant ,':-. :,.· . } 

on Civi.i and .P;litical Rights would. demonstrate ~h~( ra6t .< : .At .. Strasi,;~g: any.. . ----~- :·. ;: , _· //· 

application lodged by a cont r acting par_ty or. an in.di viduai . pe~son led to ·an ,i opinion" : ': ..... , . .:_·;, 
of the . European Cotl!Illission, followed by 'a . II t:1uci;i~~t11···;· ·~f . the. ~rope~ Court or a . :·: •. , ,:: . , '· ,·,, 

11decision11
• of the Comz:ri. ttee of Ministers . . Under the ~opean system e~ch ·complafot· ·. ~- - .-

. . '. . ,. ' ~ .. ~ .. 
was investigatGd. and judged·. That action at the r~gionel level · could not but f'urther .. · .· · ·, · 

the efforts made at the world J.evel. ' ,., .,

It was of vital impor tance to ~void any ·. confl i:ct which. might arise' betYeen th~-. . ··:: .. . ":. ': 
• I • • • • • • ' • • • • • • : • ,' 

various instruments designed for t he · p;otection of human rights and fr~edoms . Conflicts · <i: 
of jurisdic.t i on or discrepMcies in the .'defini.tion, iri~erpr~tati~n or application ·,o~ _,: :.·.; _ 

the same r~ght could only bring confusion into ~ sub,ject which ·ought to be . clear• ancf ,' ·,_::• :· 

precise . He ther0fore t hought that the time had come · to .se.t up an · internatio.nal ~· ·,. 1 :-_;i· 
cer·.tre f or do.~um~ntation ~d informa.~ion on the· whole · quest ion_ 6f instruments and · ··-· · · 

..... ' 

bodies concerned wit h human r ights. , ·. ..,; . .. ·, ;: .-

'lhe Council of Europe Is repor_t '(A/CONF. 32/1. 9) eJq)lain.ed a~ . l~ngth the workings .·: . : . <··<:: 
of the European Convention· on. Human Rights 

two inst ~ents were timely_reminders that 

l-.'ithout social .democracy . : They .had led :to 

and the_ European Social Charter . Those 

poi itical de~ocracy could ·-n~t ·exist·. 
. ; 

an inno~ation in :internat ional. l ai.r .·. 

, .. , 

. ,, ·. 

ine.smuch ns certain countries · had brought ~heir Gonst i t ~tions and · laws into· line-. , ·:. 

wit h them, The whole concept of ·national sovereignty was-modified if the '. juri sdiction 

of the ~opean Court was accepted . By ·30 Mru.·ch 1968 the Secreta~iat of tho Eur opean 

Commission had registered 3,570 applications. 'f r om individuals ·and seven applications 

by States . The Commission had already given m~re. than 3, 000 .decisions on th~ 

atlmissibility of those applications and after investigation had formuJ_ated f'if'ty 

OP,inion8 .on w110ther or not th~re had: been a iri.olation of .the Convention·♦ - So rtd-, t he 

European Colli'.'·i; had given two · judgments, while there var e f'ive other cases · pending • . 
~ ' . . ' 

Tne Conimi tte-e of' Ministers had taken nine decisions to date . Al though some delays . 
'· 

r.nd shortcomings had arisen in the operation of th·e · Convention, nobody could deny ' 

its ~f'f'ectiveness . It c~uld even .be af'firmed .that· am~ng ·EuropeaJ:?- States~ human rights' ·. 
and freedoms nov had the _force and q~ality 'of inte~ational .constitutional .rule~. 

What was bei.ng ·done at the Gounc~l of Europe must . nec: s.sarily serve . the protection _of 

the same right~ and freedoms at -wor ld level·. In that connexion, ·he wished . to ·str ess 
' 

.... : 
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the ilD_p(?rtance of:.the right of indi vidus.l. appeal , After all national sources of 
. . . 

redress ·ha~ been exhausted, the individual ebould have the right to appeal to an 

' international body and, in his opinion, a judicial organ waa better placed to judge 

I • :such 'issues than a poll t1ca1' on~ . . . 
' · The particip~tion of the Council of Europe in the International Year for Human 

Ri.~hts was a i'ul'ther token of its loyalty to the ·United Nations, wbich had been 

'officially recorded in resolution 314 of the parliamen~ Assembly · of the Council 

of Europe and in resolution (67) 15 of the Committee of Ministers . The CoWlcil of 

.. Europe considered· 'that a common respect for social and political rights was the best, 

ind~ied th:e only, way of securing peace 'Within and between States. 

Mr. NtlNEZ AR!STIMUNO (Venezuela) said that .his Government welcomed the 

holding or· the present Conference on Human Rights, for it considered that discussion 
-

of hu~ rights would further friendly relations between States • 

. The individual had for a long .time been ignored in international ~a.w. Towards 

the end of the eighteenth century, however, there ha~ _been certain pronouncem.ente _in 

.which the ~ights of the individual ·as a citizen ~f the world, independently of his 

status as a citizen of a State, had been r ecognized • . Slowly· but surely tha~ idea 

had·gained ground and had beon expressed in various declarations , beginning with the 

-American Declara~ion of tndependence ·in 1776. Later the constitutions of the South 

-American natioris -~d incorporated the same ideas . 

'l'be•rights of citizens were· expressed in most constitutions of the present day, 
' . . 

but they were not -guaranteed because of a lack of adequate instruments to provide for 
their effec_ti ve implel118ntation. The,. provisions were usually unilat.eral and had no 

b1ck?-ng in sanctions 1f the· rights of the individual were violat:ed, especially by the 

.· State itse1r·. 

The adoption in 1948 of the Universal ·Decl,u-ation of Human Rights had been a · 

~reat step forward ·iri fuJ!ilment of the determination e~ressed in the Preamble to 

the Uni-ted Nations Charter to reai'firm faith in f'und.tuoo~tal. human rights, in the_ 

. ·. dignity and worth · of the human person and in ·the equal rights of men· and women• 

The Declaration had its sole' foundation in the belief that the contracting States 

would not confine them.selves to statements. It was true that some international 

jurists of r epute held the · Declaration ~o be ·a text of international law, 'out some 

States maintained that it had only moral force. In practice, States had done little 
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to advance the cause of human rights since 1948 and it was for that reason that, in •· 

1965, the General Assembly had decided to convene ~he present Conference ·to .evaluate 

the effectiveness of United Nati.ons methods in the field or' human rights and to · 

, / 

prepare a programme to be undertaken ~ubsequent to the celebrations of the International 

Year for Human Rights. 

His co~try hoped to co-operate in providing firmer foundations for human rights 

by formulating · guarantees which would make those .rights a reality . As a member of the . 

Organization of American States (OAS), Venezuela had agreed to ·promote human rights. 

Moreover, since the beginning of the nineteen·th century the Venezuelan Const1 tut1on 

had contained express provisions for the maintenance of the rights of the individual • . 

In particular, the present Constitution included a promise to co-operate with other 
: ' . 

nations in securing the rights of the individual. Moreover, it stated that the 

enumeration of certain rights did not mean that others.which, being inherent in the 

human person, were not explicitly mentioned could be disrega.'rcied. 

The aim of the present Conference was to make the promises in that Constitution, 

and in those like it, become realities. There were, however, obstacles to such 
. . . 

realization in the _preeminence given -in national law to the in~erests of the State. 

Many countries had no legal statute providing for the protection of human rights, 

whi~e in others practice was in flagrant contradiction with precept . At the inter-. / . 
national level, when States were questioned about their protection cf human rights 

they tended to invoke Article 2 (7) of the Chart·or, claiming that their conduct in , 

toe matter was within their domestic jurisdiction~ Even when the protection of human 

rights was provided ·for in domestic jurisdiction, there were ample possibilities o~ 

evasion·wm.ch could 9nly be overcome by int'ernational rules, f or the right of the 

individual was derived not from his status as the citizen of a State', but from his 

position as a human being. 

His country was participating in the Conference in the firm conviction that 
. . 

means would be found for the. protection of human rights at both the national and the 

international level. In particular, it hoped ~hat there would be a better balance in 

the trade between developed and developing countries, so that the latter might obtain 

a fair price f~r their raw materials which would enable them to raise the level of 

living of their people and thus promote the exercise of their rights. 

'\ 
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' · · • · ·Mr, BOWEN (Austrtli~) said ·that the present .Conference was or historic 

significance in t hat it denoted ·grcater r ecognition of the importance of human 
. ~ ,' 

rig~ts . · Moreover, contemporary history had shown that disregard of human rights 

was _a source of potential instability and conflict. 

Hi~ country was. pr oud that an Australian,· Dr. Herbert Evatt, had presided 

over the third session of the General Assembly· at which the Universal Declarati on 

-of Hu~ Rights had been ~dopted. The 'Univer sal Declaration might be regarded as 

.• a· turning point i n history, 

·.;: . ;·-concerned .. i tself not simply 

as ~or. the first •time an int'ernational declaration had 

with .the r elations between States, but vi.th the position 

· of individual human beings, 

>. ·.· No".1, . twenty years l ater , representatives of the 1,,JOrld comrmmity had come 

·': together to reappraise objectives and ~econsider·-methods and techniqu~s . His 

·· .: . , · c~untry bope_d that the Conferenc~· would .make. a further contribution towards securing 

·_.. : : · human rights · and fundamental freedoms f or individuals and towards establishing the 
; . ,; . .. 

. . :· ,. 

: . ' . 
.:,. 

pre-c.ondi tions for . the peace of mankind. _The per iod which had elapsed since the 

adoption of· ·the Universal Declru,:-ation had seen the f~~lation of many declarations 

and inst:ruments . Lt might be described as the . stage of definition. Common standards 

~: ,.•:. · of rights .fo~ persons of ali' countries had · been defined, notwithstanding t heir 

; •:.: diffe_rent political, ,.social , religio~s; ethriic and cultural backgrounds . Technical 

-r.:.·.: • ~~sistance· ~rogrammes had in many ·c~ses-enabled- the pr inciples established to be 

transl ated into practice •. · . . 
. . Much had been done in tne field of implementation, but much remained to be done , 

· . . '.·.~·:, One of the tnost . importa~t tasks facing the ~oni'er ence mist be consideration of the 

:·:·: . techn.lques for implementing hum:m rights • . Gr eater uniformity of pr o~edure might be 
, .. : desirable, y et the capacity to experiment must not be lost. Were nations ready to 

· _:. accept the idea. embodied in the _optional .erotoc<:>l 'to: the Cove~ont on· Civil and 

.•, , Political Rights ,· under which private citizens might l odge a complaint direct to an 

' international ' body? His delegation supported the ' proposal for the appointment of a 
>. . ., + • 

_High Commissioner f or Human Rights in princi ple, but c::msidered that further con-

sideration should·be given to the adeq~cy of e:id.sting machinery . I~ doubted whether 

· · · - Member s· vere y~t ready. to a.coept. an i nternational co~t of human rights , 
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•·:: Until' ihe world accepted the authority . ~f.- ~tibra~national -b'o~~~ > th~:: ~r ~~:ction 

of h~ ri.ghts , W'01tld dGpend mainly on th~ degree·. of enforceabili .ty in' th~ dom~'stic ...... . . ·~. . ., 

courts ·or Member States. It might b~ necessary to. incorporate the Human, Rights 

Covenants .in domestic law and to give the individueJ. the ;ight to invoke them .in 

securing ·or defending his rights. The feasibility of such changes should be 

examined. 

Thus , the next twenty years rnight prove to be the stage of implementation~ In 

view of the natural reluctance of Member States to accept supra-national author ~~Y, 

twenty years might not be long enough. One diff~culty lay in the present state of , 

education in the world; pr.iority should therefo~e be given. to raising the levels _of 

education throughout the world. The problem was. not only one of illiteracy, but of .: 

increasing awareness of the ·content _and purpose of the ·universal Declaration ;and 

other instruments. As Hr . Brohl had stated in his s t udy on "United N~tions and . · 

Human .Rights" . (A/CONF. 32/1.4) , there should be specific :teaching aimed at making an·· 
internaticmal :concern for human rights and. freedoms an essent ial part of the gener al · 

culture .o.f the· whole of manld,nd. "J.1ember ·states might be encouraged to . develop such_· .. ·. -·: · . ~ 
. ' . . . . : 

education .and to examine State laws and institutions t o see hov fnr they met the · -
' . . ' 

requirements of United Nations texts , · The United Nations could provide in.formation 

to appropriate national bodies and the legal profession was vell~placed for playing 

an active role in the field of human rights. Thus the next twenty _ye!i~S might become' ' , 

the stage of ~ducation instead of the stage of implementation - or perhaps .both. 
. . - . . 

. He did not consider that economic, social and· cultural rights were of more 
. . ' 

import~ce than civil and political rig~_ts; for while the latter were of little use 

to_ a hungry man it was equally true that it was of little satisfaction to a man to 
. . ~ 

be well fed ·if he was subjected to arbitrary. arrest and detention or t o execution 

without tr~al . . Member States were becoming ·more conscious of the nee~ ~o hol p . each . 

other in the economic and social f i eld. The developing countri~s ·required technical 

assistance. as well as economic aid, but t he development · of trade was an even more 

important· req~rement • 

. His del,gation was ready to participate in discusa~on of practical solutions to · 

the enormous pr oblems confronting the world . ·By acting in the spirit of brotherly 
, 

love so eloquently expressed by the represent~tive of Afghanistan , the Conference 

vould have .some prospect of di~charging its dut y t o mankind • 

. '. 

. • . '• . :, 
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Mr . SZABO (Hungary) said that. his country attached great importance to 

human rights ·and fundamental freedom~, insisted on their ' implementation in its o\ln 

State and strove to see them imple~ented throughout ·the world . The present Conference 

would provide the occasion for a review' of the human rights situation. 

· · ~ There had been general pr ogrees in human rights as a whole, but they must be 

. considered in their social context , for it was the prevailing social conditions and 
. .. ~ / . 

·· · the ~tate of peace or·war in the vorld that determined vhich human rights rieeded . 

·partic~ar attent~on ·at any . stage in history . Peace favoured, war hindered .their 

_implementation, The unjust aggression against the Viet-Namese people had not only 
retarded the cause of human rights in Viet-Nam but had had unfavourable r esults in 

· the aggressor country. Similarly the aggression in the Middle East had aggravated 

the problem of -the Palestinian refugees and had liqttl.dated the human rights of those 

·living in occupied t erritory . 

A second factor influencing human rights at the present day was the massive 

liberation Qf oppressed peoples from colonialism. Peoples wbo had recently gained 

' independence '(Jere clamouring for h1.itian r ights , while certain States endeavoured to 

hold them ·back _by various·economic and political method~ which oonj=ured up-the 

spectre of neo-colonialism. The struggle for humon rights. must be fought side by 

side with the fight against ~olonialism, especinlly in regions where the policy of 

apartheid affected millions ·o~ men • 

. The need to implement human rights was felt '\Jith equal ur gency in' countries 

r~aving di.f.ferent social systems, although they did not attach the same importance 

to the diffe:-ent· categorias of. r ights. For instance, while ·-agreeing that civil and 

· p0lit~cal rights were fundonental, ·-the· socialist countries attached specini impor

tance t o economic , social and cultural right s . Such disparities of emphasis com

plicated effprts to safeguard human rights at the international level, particularly 

as changing circumstances ~ere ·continually ·producing new ·problems calling for ·tnter7·· 

. national. action. 

The United Nations had fron its very inception concerned itself ·'\Jith human 

rights . While his delegation appreciated what bad been done in t hat respect, _ i t 

could not but draw·attention to certain deficiencies ' in those activit ies . For 

example , it was to be r egretted th6t in the most r ecent instruments civil and 

political rig~1ts had been separatedfron economic, social and cultural rights. 
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Moreover, those rights should not only have. been set forth in covenants, but steps 

should have been taken to ensure their being ,put into effect. in the internal 

jurisdiction of States . It was time to take stock and to consider whether the 

United Nations was proceeding in the right direction. . . 

The Hungarian P~ople' s Republic ha·d proceeded from the principle.that all 

categories of human rights were of equal importance and had endeavoured to develop 

them equally. The socialist States admittedly placed great er emphasis on economic, 

social and cultural rights at international gatherings, ,but that was because of the 

backward state of_ those rights and was designed to compensate the· citizens of non

socialist countries to some degree for the disadvantages they suffered in conne:x:i.on 
,;.ith those rights. 

His delegation hoped t hat the Conference would make a detailed study of the 

results attained so far and would carefully exanine the possibilities of future 

actio~, with particular emphasis on those parts .of the wo~ld where such action was 

urgently needed. It would thus -be leying the foundations of further constructiv~ 

work by the various United Nations bodies concerned with human right~. 

Mr. MARTINEZ BAEZ (Mexico) said that, although his del~gation agreed with · 

the statements made by other delegations on the gravity of the situation in the 1 

Middle East and the effect of that conflict on hunan rights, he considered that .an 

account of the experience of his country ·in the juridical, political, economic arid 

social spheres and its dogmatic formulation of individual liberties might be more 

useful to the work of tbe Conference and appropriate to the human rights programme. 

His country had not only had to fight for its independence from a European 

colonial Power but had been obliged to remedy the effects of a social organi~ation 

based on inequalit ies of classes and castes, the effects of _which were felt in all 

aspects _of human life. The political Constitution of Mexico of 5 February 185'7 had 

not only included in its first .ohapter a declaration of individual freedoms and 

human ri~hts, but had established a simple; rapid and effective judicial procedure 

to enable the inhabitants of the co~try to defend themselves egai:..st any violation 

of the Constitution by the authorities. His country was therefore pleased to recognize 

i n article$ of the Universal Declaration a formulation which directly evoked that 

adopted over ninety years earlier in its own Constitution. 
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.:-: :· ·: '. : . Mexico was als'o the c·ountry which for the fi~st .time in const~ tutional history . 

-~-~.)···-q~~ insert~ in it~; b~sic \~w various . hmn~1 'rights in the economic and social fields . 

\/;;_ The Federal .. Constitution of ·5 February 1917 had in~tituted a new r egime of . 

.\\ . ."_./ri~ticinali~a~-ion of the mo~t important nat~r al resources,· l aid down the principles of 

:} .. _<_-, · agri cult~a.l ref orm in favour of the peasants and t he fundamental r ights of worker s 
. .,., . . 

:·., . ·'',; e.nci' established the bas'is·. of education at various · grades. Thos e c·ontributions t o 

_J:\~. :i-m~ rights · and -'indi.vidual freedoms made · by his country so many years befor e llight 

:i.J.;;:."".~se~e as· an e~ple to countries· wh.ich had re~ently achieved independence . 

;.:• :. ~ · : His. country · had. f'~lloved with de~p interest' the successive s t eps towards the 
• • • I ~ •, ','~ I • 

:::.: .' · achievement of hut!lB.n rights made since ' the adoption of the Univer sal Declaration. 

'. ···~.· .. ,.·: T; .~~l ebrate. the ·.International Year for Human Rights ·it had set up e. national 

··:.·,:\: c~imirl.tte~ to promulgate the principles of the Declaration and of'. the United Nations 

: .. \ Covenants.-
<-:':.,: · ·. At the tventy-second sesi:;ion of t he General · Assembly, Mexico had yoted in 

.:·\::,: ·. ·ravour of. the Declaratio.n .on the Elimination of Discrimination against Wonen, in 

·.: · .• ;- accordance with its policy of grunting complete equality to wotllEln in the legal, 
. . ' ' . 

·: : ···. econ omic ·and ~ocial. ~pheres . ·. In Deceaber 1967, tne Federal Senate had introduced 

":-:·::: :' 1a'~slation. to remove the remaining ·discrimination ag·~nst women, who between 1947 
. ·:·.\;'·. ~d 1953 had obt ained full citizenship and the right to vote ~ . His country considered . ' . . 
... \ :_ that legal~ political and. social_ equalit y for women was a goal which should be . · 

·/ )·'.:.attained as soon ns , possible throughout · the · uorld o.nd. · ths't o.J.1 countries should make 

... · · > a:n .effort to eli~e.te prej.udices~ ·which were inacceptable at the pr~sent day . 

' :·::-:·. ·: Since 196? his co~try·, using mod~;~ communication media .such as 'television, 
. ' . . 

. · ·. ·:. : had i ntensified · i. ts camp.a.ign a.gainst il'li terncy, · which was one of the moat serious 

··· __ ; ·:.··, o~~ta.cl.es to. the full e~joyinent of the .ess~ntial attributes of human dignity: 
.. . \ . 

'. · .. :. '=<,. · . · · Fr om the r:ion.ent that it had b·ecome independent , his country . had supported the . . . 
_fl'\llllall ~ights movement t o pro.tect all people against the consequences of social 

·: : ::.· injustice,_ i gnoronce •ond disease ; to defend workers against 'their employer s and to 

: ·-: · · g:i. v~ lnnd. to pi:!~sant s and free· thGr.1 from out~of -do.te slo.vex-y . 

' · . · Mr . DAOUDY (Syria) , speo.king in exercise of the· right of reply , said that 

.. .': his ·answer to the accusations of the Israei representative· was di rectl y connected 

· · ·_w:tth _violations ·of hUlllrul. rights in the occupied Arab _territories , a subject which 

several delegations were going to subtJit for incl usion in the agenda of the Confer ence • 

. . 
' 
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The Arab countries ·sought justice for their people .. an~ ~or -. 6~~~-~~-:-... Their_. iondem- ·_ 

nation 6£ acts of injustice '\las in ~o -w:ay--chau;irtlstic·; no~ ·~o~d their d'enu'.nciaUon ... 
.. • J ' • • • •• • • • • • • • 

of persecut~on . be limited to· their. own region:. or· to ·.their Palestinian ' brothers. · · _-: 

. The Israel representative ~ad said. that .~one . of _h_i ·s delega.ti".n· had . heard 0£· th~·-. . _ .•. 

bulletin Israel Imperial News, March 1968, which -the Sy~ian deiegation had quoted. . ..~. 

That bulletin',-.as its publishers described it, was ·a:n information bulletin about the · . .. 

Middle East. in _general and ·abou~ Israel . wit~ it~ newly · ~reated colonies . in partic~~ ;·· · • · .. 
. . , . , • . . . 

It was edited and published by.· Israelis, the majority .of ·them natives, living 
,'· •.: 

temporarily a~r~ad. 
•:,' 

public1:1t;:l.ons· which reprod~ced statements and. artictes appearing ·1n- the Israel Pres:5: · .: '. _ ·'_ 

As he knew no. He brew · h~ ·was · _obiiged to ~ely ori foreign 

. . . ... . . ' .. . '' . • ' · 

He would .in future quote from magazines and documents. which 'could not oe ·unknown .to ', .-· ·. 

the Israel delegation. 
• • ' • • •. !l 

.I ,• .. , 

The Israei -representative had attempted to rafute statements '?ll the persecution .. :··_, 

of Arab inhabitants in the occupi~d areas and had boasted ol the so-called glorious : .. : ._: 

record of the .Israel army, it~ composition, discipl~ne. and co~e of conduct with . . . 
. . . . .. •. · 

regard to_ human rights. -As deeds spoke louder than w~rds, . he propQsed to review , , 

what was· t rue in the statement by the ·~srael representative: and what w~s not • 

. In a letter to t he New York Times publ~shed on 17 July 1967, a senior minister 

of the Methodist -Christian Church, the Rev~ -~.A. Bosle~, had s~d that I_s~~el 1 s ·. 

prese~t territorial claims and policies· towards peoples in occupied ~erritories 

should not expect and would not re?eive general support_fron Christian -groups in 

, ... , _ ... 

the United States. In a letter to ' the Los Gatos Times on 31 August 1967, the Jewish . ·-. 

author, Moshe Menuhin, the father of. the _ famous violinist, Yehudi Menuhin, had said .. · 
. . 

that the Jewish nationalists were not Jews as far as he was concerned bu~ · .:fewish 

Naz~s who had_ lost all sense of Jewish m~rality ·and humanity ·and that anti-Zio_nism . : 

was not anti:-:-Semitism. Although ill. and a.ging, he had. refused what Yas perh_aps the · _ 

last oppo·rtunity of attending one 0£ his son 1s concerts because he was appearing with ·. 

the Israei Philharnonic Orchestra for the benefit of · the t;rael. Emergency. Fund,_ under. . . . 

th~ patronage of' the, Foreign'.' Minister of Israel. Mr. Menuhin had quoted the· Jewish · 

philosopher Martin . Buber woo, not long 'after the first Sinai_-Suez \Jar, had said "1:'he 

majority of the Jewish people preferred .to l~arn from ~itler rather than from· us. 

Hitler showed that history does not go . the way of the spirit but the way of po~r 

and, if a· people is powerful enough, it can.kill with immunity11 • . 

• =: . .. -·. -
·' ;.,. : . . , . . \ .· •·· ,, . 
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. . The Ir.anian paper Kaynan International in 'its issue of 23 ~pril 1968 had quoted 

_an article from a· Polish paper Sztandar MlodVch char_ging Israel ':fith treating its 

.A:r~b population as Jews ~ere treated under Hitler. 

Israel1s so- called respect for the United Nations was refute~ by an article ~ 
.. wiite~ by S. Z • . Abramov in the June issue of the American Zionist , wnich said that 

the United Nations should be eliminated as an active factor in the Israel- Arab 
controversy, since it had proved to be a peace-preventing instrument. 

- , : In the context of' human rights , he thought it appropriate ~o quote the United· 

• : ·. nations Commission on Human Rights press r elease dated 8 March 1968. entitled 11Huma.n 
.• 

. <Rights Commission approves telegram to Israel on destruction of Arab houses; adopts 

-resolution against Nazism and apartheid11 , and read out the text of the telegram. 
. . 

An Agence France Presse despatch quoted a dec~aration protesting against 

repression in the Arab areas occupied by the Israel army, signed by 87 Israeli 

citizens on 23 March 1968 and sent to the Italian Communist weekly Rinascita. 

Lastly, he .quoted a speech ·made by Professor Vincent Monteil of Dakar University 

which refer~ed to diaries kept by tvo French missionaries who had lived for ten years 

in Palestine, working with both Jews and Arabs. The diari~s had been published in the 

French newspaper Temoignage chretien of 27 July 1967. In June 1967 the two missionaries 

had been afraid that the Jews would be exterminated by the Arabs but what they n~ seen 

. · .: vas that- the Israel army ac·ted in the Ar ab areas like an a~ of occupa,tion.. He r~ad . . 
·out several passages from the two diar ies testifying to the atrocities committed 

. · against the Arab population by the occupying f orces ~hich had been witnessed by the . . \ 

missionaries. 

Mr .• COMAY (Israel) said that he did not propose to exercise his right of 

r eply since ~e considered a generiµ debate on the Middle East would not be -i n the 

interests of the work of the Conference . ije also ·s tron,gly 9pposed _the 'inclu~ion of 

a separate item on t}le Middle East in the agenda; it would simply reopen an 

· acrimonious debate and serve n(? constructive -purpose . It would give representatives 

· no opportunity of ascertaining the real facts of the situation and would cut across 

th~ action being taken by the Secretary-General . 

' ELECTION OF OTHER OFFICERS (item 5 of the provisional agenda) 

The PRESIDENT announced that agreement had been reached on the composition 

of the General Committee. She thanked all concerned for the co- operative spirit in 
. ·which they had approached the discussi ons . It had been proposed that the General 
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Committee should be composed of five members from the Afr,ican countries - Ivory· 

Coast, Mauritius, Nigeria, United Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania; four · 

from the Asian countries - India, Iraq , Pakist an, ~hilippines; three from the Latin 

American ·countries - Argentina, Brazil , Jamaica; t wo from the socialist countries of 

Eastern Europe~ Poland, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; and four from the 

western European and other coun~ries - Australia , France, the United Kingdom and the 

United· States of America. Those countries would therefore be asked to provide 

Vice-Presidents. That recomfuen4ation ·had been made in viev of the special nature of 

the present Conference and on condition that it' did not create a precedent for other 

conferences . · Although it would involve amendment of rule 6 of the draft rules of_. 

procedure, in the absence of any objection she would. take it that the Conference 

agreed to the proposal . 

It vas so decided. 

CONSTI'f~_TION OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS, llS NECESSARY (item 7 . of the . 
provis1.ona.l agenda) . · , · 

The PRESIDENT said that, since there was a general consensus in favour of 

the creation of tYO main committees, in the absence of any objection she would take 

· it that that prop9sal was _accepted • 
. 

It was so decided. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that it would be necessary to revise rules 13 

~of ~he draft rules of procedure in cons:quence . 

ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE (item 4 of the provisional agenda) (JICONF.32/2) 
The PRESIDENT said that, in the absence of al')y objection, she would take 

it that the Conference agreed to the adoption of the draf't rules of proced'.ll'e 

(!./CONF. 32/2}, "'.i th th~ __ a~c_ept _ed e.men~~.E1!L.t9-,Etl~_§l._l.l_ ~1_45 . 
The draft rules of procedure, as amended; were adopted. 

The meeting rose at 6,50 p.m. 
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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE EIGHTH MEETING 

held on Saturdey, -27 April 1968, at ll. 35 a~m. 

·President: H·.1.H. Princess Ashraf PAHLAVI Iran 
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REVIEW OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED , AND IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR _OBST.A_CLES ENCOUNTERED; AT . -: :/ i\ ... f 
THE INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND ·NATIONAL. LEVELS, . IN THE FIELD . OF HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE : . ,. , . 
THE ADOPTION AND PROCLAMATION 'OF THE UNIVERSAL DEC_LARATION . OF .HUMAN ,RIGHTS IN 1948, . ': · ·-~>'. :f 
P.L'lTICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDERTAKEN ·BY THE UNITED .NATIONS AND THE SfECIALIZED .. :: .:: /( 
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A/CONF.32/16; A/CONF.32/1. 9-11) (continued) . 
\ . . . : - ' 

General debate (continued) . l 
' .. ,.,..~·}• .. :,: 

. The Very Rev. Fr. HESBURGH (Holy See) ·said there was little he could add ,: · :~·_--;0·) 
to the personal message sent . by ·Pope · Paul VI th;t .would ·-rurth~r- bring o~t His _··,;:< 
Holiness's deep and compassionate concern for the successfu.t .outcome of the-·Conference~ ; \"_.t[ 

. . . . . :. :\ ~- . ,• 
Pope Paul had given the world hi~- own t:h~U:ghts on ·_ the· intimate and organic connexi~n· · _ . . ·\·/:· 

between economic, social arid cultural rights on the one hand and political and civil -; .::~ .. ~~-: 

rights on the other , .in his .recent e~cycli-;al 11 Populorum Progr~ss:i'o•~, which h·ad foll~w~d :. ~:\·: 

upon_ t~e clussic 0ncyclica~ '.'Pnc;0m_ in Terris" of l-'o~,;.; ~ohn X:XIII . As could b_e :seen '·/\\} 

fr_om the document on the Chur.ch in th0 world today; _issued by the second Vaticen · .: · ··< . ~/: '. i 
Council , a11· the moral and spir·i tual strength of the: Catholic . Church was necesserily · -'.· \·, ~-. :': 

.. , ·} .. ~~;. 

aligned on the side of those sufferi~g d0privation of their funo.amental :d ghts in 

any paxt of tho world . -Th~ Chu~ch ·a1so maintained ·-tha~ the pow~rfui' and .. rich in 

. ·. ' . : ·.: >: .. . •.:; 

the world must now join in safeguarding ·th_e . rights ·o! the weclc a.'1d the poor •. :· The · 

Holy . -See accordingly welcomed · the · past a_chiGvements of the Uni t0d Nations and . would 

.,;. 

,•• . ·. 

' , .... . 
give full moral and spiritual · supp~rt to · further endeavours t o . inspire mankind I s . , ... · · · · , ... 

con'scien~e . in matters of human right~ ~d dev~lopme~·t . . ,: ·' .-,: 
. \ _..;_:. '• 

His delegation greo.tly favoured the suggestion .for . a High Commissioner for Human · ; 

Rights, possibly to becoma a -world ~mbudsman on the strength of recognized ·personal. ·. 
'. i.''.-.: 

. . . . . 
integrity and high moral l eadership. Such a High Cominission0r, if backed by a · ' ·:}~./ 

representative committee of high -~ompetenc~ , by adequate na.tion~l and -r egional support:' :.. __ :.··'.:) 

and by ultimate juridical support from national :,· ·r;gional and international ~ourts, :--· '-r~ 
could become the per sonal focus for s)fforts to translate hopes and ideals i _nto ... -

reality. · Obviously, · the Confer~nce I s success ·depended · ·on arriving c.t r ~alistic . ·. · 

mechanisms to achieve that pur~ose . Agreement_ on tho' need for a High Commissioner 

would . be a minimum step in the right direction . 

The younger generation -.was deeply concerned that inequalities , prejudices and 

( · ..... : ' ,, ., . '~ .. ·:/'. 
' 

.,. 
• • •• .. f' 

£1agrant ~iscrimination, together with racism, should still fourish throughout the 

world, and lack of eff ective action would leave them with no alternative but violence. : .. 
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The r eel choices facing humanity today, young and old, were love or hatr ed, peace 

or viol ence , or der ·or disorder; and continuing apathy in t he f ace of worldwide and 

, inhuman injustice would certainly lead the young ~ Q doubt the sincerity and courage 

: of ·.the older generation. Indeed, the much- abused concept of love had a contribution 

to inaka to the Conference ' s work. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights had repr.e_sented a great rhetorical 

.vic~ory not to be underestimated; but at the crossroads .now reached, the Conference 

-was called upon to decide as to the future directi on of efforts : more rhetoric, or 
-. effective implementation . The deepest aspirations of mankind -wer e being negated in 

many different ways in every country of .the world, and frus t ration led to the tendency 
to .accuse others of shortcomings rather than to look deeply into one 1s o~n conscience, 

individual or nationaJ.. kl honest attempt by each country to measure its ovn 

achievements against the great ideals enunciated in the Universal Declaration would 
do won·aers for the Conference I s work. 

What· every·1ndividual, irrespective of nationality, religi on , . language, sex or 
colour, .wanted was t o be a person in his own right, secure in his human dignity, 
accepted •in fraternity and firm in hope for the future . One single hwnan being was 

more important than• all the money in the world, -all thA powar and the glory of 

, ,·man-made nations or· empires . , If 'that truth were r ecognized, surely no Government 

could do less than grant all -its citizens the reality of the ideals expressed in the 

Universal Decl aration· and the International Covenants on Htllllan Rights . 

~t.a.ny eloquent words hed been spoken about the 'Rev. Martin .Luther King , Dr. King 

·had been a -man of spiritual insight, deeply concerned for· his f ellowmen everywhere . 

Eschewing violence as vrong, ha had been willing to work, to _suffer and to die for his 

belief in man's inherent ~gnity, convinced as he was that his ~ream of universal 

, Justice could·not be achieved without suffering. Perhaps more might be accomplished 

· if every individual ware to search his own heart and decide how much he would be 

willing to suffer to ensure personal justice for · all in his own country . The actions 

of a ·single person could move millions , as witness the effect of the lives of Dr. King, 

Gandhi and Pope J ohn XXIII , and no country in the world today was perfect in providing 
tl-i'e tu;l-1 ideal of human opportunity for all its citi_zens . Unl~ss ·:1.t aspired to make 

-· _the Universal Declaration of HUlllan Rights truly universal in the hearts of men , i n 

thei r f amili_es , schools , churches, national programmes and international relations , 

. -· the Conference would be missing a great opportunity . 
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Mr. BASOV (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic) said that the most 

impor tant problem before the Confer ence was how to promote and ensure r espect for human·- · 

rights and fundamental freedoms, and to enlist the collaboration of States in that. 

field. The many important steps taken in recent years testified to the determination 

of most of the countries Members of the United Nation::, to fight .for the emancipation :·· · 

of .millions of people from colonial -slavery and the eradication of all forms of -racial 

discrimination. But 1those aims entailed a a r adical change in the nature of United 

Nations activities in the field of human rights. · 

. There were too many human'rights problems still unresolved twenty years after 

the -Universal Decl&ration of Human Rights. _There were gruss violations .in · Asia and 

the Near East. Certain imperialist countries were depriving .millions of.people of 

their elementary rights and freedoms , and even of their lives. , 

The danger of the revival. of Ne.zism could not be ignored in Europe, where the 

doctrine was being openly preached. Such activities were reminis_cent -of t he coming 

0£ Hitler ' s party to power, and determined efforts were needed to suppr ess all forms · 
of neo-Nazism. 

Irt South and 3outh West Africa the cr iminal-policy of apartheid was still 

continuing and presented a serious threat to peace and international security. __ In 

Southern Rhodesia the African population played practically no part in the administra- 
tion and lived like pariahs . 

The elimination of colonial and racial oppression should be based on the enforcement ;! 

of the rights of nations to self-deterrrJ.nation and free and independent development. 

His delegatiou endors~d the thorough- going recommendations of the International Seminar 

-on- .Apartheid, Racial Discrimination and Col onialism held recently in Zambia;- . The 

Warsaw Seminar too constituted nn important contribution to the programme of the 

Inte·rnational Year for Human Rights by recommending that the International Conference 

on Human Rights should strive to make the International Year for Human Rights : 

effectively the. year of r ealization of economic and social rights. 

That was important, for despite positive achievements, the United Nations had no 

v ory definite results to show in ensuring the vital rights to work, education, rest, 

and social security, and it systematically declined to exercise its author~ty and · 

influence in the direction of social and economic rights on t he inadequate pretext , 

that certain ::ipeciallzed agencies were dealing with those pr ob~ems. .The results 
. ' 

achi eved by the United Nations in that .direction·could best be evaluated by the speed 

and e££ectiveness vith which its various instruments on the subject were put into 

ei'.f'ect. 
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~.(i"· . 
. ;.,.. · · · The .. r eallzo.ti on .of_ human rights -and fundamental freedoms depended primartly on 

-:_: :. ::_ ,: . th~-'s"oc.iitl.
0 

imd '~c-onomtc structure of soci ety. Exper ience demonstrated that socialism 
'·," ·.: . ' . . . 
>:'. ·:· · was b'est able _ to ensure real equal.ity in the political·, economic and cultural. spheres. 

~t··.· ; __ .' . I~ und~r ·.fifty years of existence ' th~ Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic had 

;:; :·'. · -;ai~ed-the literacy level of its .p eople , developed modern industries , mechanized its 
. . . : . . 

,_~_ .. / .agriculture , introduced universal education and created conditions for the wor kers to 

f.·\,:.- ·attain . socialist right~ and . p61i ticai' freedoms . The rights enjoyed by the citizens 
.... : 

,.··_·: .' · in rega.rd .'to work, ·education, 7:est, old- age pension, free medical assi stance , etc . 
:-~}:·. .. . . ' ' ' 

').:. ·-~·- showed ·J~at , ·under -~o'ciali51ll, f r eedom an~ all-round development of per sonality- were 

'. ~:'. '..: .built on a sound· economic foundati on. In addition , workers enjoyed wide political 

'.\:·~.·· · rights -~d freedoms like ·the right to -~lect and be elected, ·the right of associ ation, 
. . . . . .• . 

: ~"-,;:. freedom· of :speech, press , · assembly and meetings and · ~thGr freedoms forming an 

t · >"· , insepar-able · part of ·s~cialist demo·cracy. · The building of a new society was not 
... • .. t... ~ • 

~ · :· . : the only achievement of socialism; it carried new icleas and principles into the 

,).:::::. ~o;ld ·arena, and in : the. United Nations , the socio.list countries f ought f or peace, 

;. (· ·;- · national i~dependen~e, security and freedom of peopies . 

'::: ~: / :1 .' · ~e. United Nations .· should constantly oppose the gross violations of human freedoms 

::··;~_-_i·an~ rights i.ibich went with imperialist interference in the internal affairs of other 

··:\ r :· oountries , 'colonial.ism and nee-colonialism, apartheid, : racial discrimination, ' .. 

.-~/\· ~~a-Nazism and · noe-Fascis~~ · , 

•:/ ::_.·:::: .. The activities of .the Uni:ted Nations in the-defence 
1

of .human rights and fundamental 

:< .: ' .··_fre~doms -were b
0

eing tb~eatened by the ' attempts of, certain Western countries to distort 

· :.'::,\·. the nature of the ·activitY: of its agencies 'de~ing with those problems. - The proposal 

: __ :. :" ·:: .to · appo~nt . a United Nations High· Commissioner for. Hµman Rights and to set , up other 

·similar ~uper- goverrunental -bodies woul_d serve no purpose and would violato the 

· . .. ._: principles and aims of the United Nations Charter·. --: His delegation h~d hopes that 

: .·· .. th~ Conference might prove tp be an important step forward in furthe,r strengthening 

: ~d developing respect for human rights and fundamental freedom~ -and ther~by ensuri ng 

. ... peace throughout the world • 

. •:_., .Mr. HAYTA (Tur.key) said that ,organized Turkis h society··thr_oug~out the long 

. ~-,:·. history of ·the Turkish poople had always been based on justice and tolerance ; even 

.. :.·:i.:·: when the sovereign had had absol ute powers , the fundamental rights of his subjects 

. . '.. . , 

. ·had be-en respected. More recently , the Turkish Republic , convi.."lced that human rights 

·. and fundamental freedoms const ituted the foundatio_ns of pGace and security not only at 

- .. 
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the nation~ ... l evel but throughout the ~6~l d ,- had n·ever . departed: from the princip~~- · . . . f ,~_,: 

that· p~ace· ·_w:i. thi~ the co~try ~;~t·: pea·c~ :in · th~ wo-~ld-~ ·: ·. Mora'_than fo;ti ;e~s. 'earlier·,·· :~ 

Kemal Atat~k h'nd been convinced t h~t .a· ~e~ ~ra ~f-~~.Jru?ri.y'_and ~tual und~r -st_anding._,. · ·: :· ·::· 

would· prevail .in the world, with n<;> ·discrimin~tion as to· coiotu_'; religion or race ~-.. -~ . . •_:
Unde; the .Turki~h Constituti,on , · all citiz~ns w~re -~qual :b efore 'tbe .i a~, and~~ ·. : ·. :- ,:· .. : .. , ,. 

.. . . . . ... . . .· . . -· . . . . '/ 
individual, family, group or class enjoyed speci al ·p~ivileges . · · Women in Turkey , _ ·. 

had_.~njoyed full civil and 'poiiti~al rights for sevaro.1 :'d~cad~s; ·· they could enter ' . -, .. •; 

the · gover~~nt. ~ervice and the llb~ral p;ofessi~n- on eq~J terms, with. men . · · .• -~·: ·._•_: 

. TllUS , e~er . since the United Nations _ had b~en .establisli~d., Ttirkey bad . ru11y: : . , . ', .. . 
sup~ortcd evez-;.._ effort to promot~ . and develop human right~ . ~d wns' .'a party ~t~ . almost• .. ':. : : ·;· 
all the i ~£e~n~~ional conventions (s~e-A/CONF .32/4)'. '. - ~key, wris · a staunch \suppor.te~ . ··.,('. · .: :·: 

of the International Year f or Humrui : Ili.ghts and had. carri ed out the· r ecomme~dation~<" >: · ~-.' ·. . . . . · .: ·, . .... 
cont.cine~ in the . r elevant General . Assembly resol ~ti-ons·_'· :". A~ . c.l member of t he Q~uncii . . . . . 

of Euro·p~·; 1t'..-had s igned abd ; e:tified· th;-Eur~p~~-Co~v~ntlo~ . oi1 '·Hum~ .Right~ ci:id : · ,' . / .-:> . . . . . . ,. . . . . . . . . .. ·... . .... 
Fundamento.J, Freedoms . ., : .::·· ·, . .· ·• 

·. · .His delegation would have :further comments .to ~ake when t he .various agenq.a:' ite~s'. ·. · .. ··: .. 
were d.isciussed . '.- · At the ·p~esent. j~ctut~ he .'voul.d wi.der l ~~~-·one ·topic only-~ nainely ~--. . . . . , ' . . . . 
raci ol.disc~~a~i on, to which- t he ~orld -as ~- whole was :0-evoti ng partic~ar aytention, 

as the .Declaration· and Co~vention ·on the· Elimi~~tion_ of ' ill -F~r~:3 -of Raciai, . ·_. ' : ;> .... 
. ' .... . . "' 

Turkey ' s views on the subject of apartheid ware well known,' · .. • ·: ; ._ ,, . . . .. . 
. ' ' 

Discr iminat ion .showed. 

arid it .had _~~ted for a1l the r es~lution~ co~demni~g that .policy_. . .. , .. 

; : .· While .in the· t w:enty years si nce the adopti~n ·.of th~ -Univer sal .Docl~_ati~~ ~ . _.. · .. : .. :;: . . < 
. • , . . . . .. . . .. : . ·. ; •. , .. 

consi d er able number of international instru.me~ts · conce'rnirig the ·prote?tion of .. human ~--. : . 

rig~ts had :bien adopted, other measures must be taken wher~ver· i_t proved . necessacy-, .... : :··.~ 

to ensure the prot.ection of human dignity; ·· ·· 

~ -· ·S~EO (Itol~) . after exp:res~ing"his ap~reciation ~f Iran I s dev~tion ;· 

tq -t ·h~ . cause of human rights ' as -d~mo~-stra~c/4: on ~~y _;~casions , . said that the. : - ·: ·. •, • ... 

starting·-point for .. the Conference agenda was .. ~he'·Uni versal Decl63:ation of Human Rights , \':'.' _-. 

which was a iandIJ!ark i n the. hi~t-ory ·_of human. righta .• : ·:rt ·c~til.d:not be expected'·\ ·ha~ .· · · -~ · ·-::, · 

~ th.e twenty. years~which had passed sir.;·~ its" ~dopti~n," -.-t h e· pri~~ipies it ·laid ~down .·. · , :. 

\.IOuJ.~ be ~iy ~plemonted •. . Too.' ro:c.<;t wa~ 1~~v1 ~Ctb~ {_o~g · k-td -~duous . . . The . e.dv~nt 
O 

-: ' •• :: • •• 

of ~MY ·~ew St.ates · ~ d the r apid pr~gres; uf sc,t~nce ~d ·tecfulolo~ had engender ed · :_ · .; ·0 : '\ 
. . . . . ... : ! - . . <o. '\. : ...... • • ' • • • • • • • • • • • 

aeeds never bef'or e f el t or evenimagined. __ · _Furthermore ; the,- international c~~it y · . :·:., ...... ,. 

1ad··
0
n1y· r ec~ntly given cautious _appr9v_ai. to_-:tjie first. tentati ve, ~teps ~owards_ ·some· ._.:/ .?<"_'.'. 

~ ' j' • • • ' • • ' ' • • • • \ I \ .. , .. I ~' .. • ' • : • • • • • • . ' •• : • • ~ .: • 

' .. •.: . . 
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form of international control in the field of human rights . Another difficulty lay 

· ;in ~ho very- nature of: i'undc:U11ental hUJnan r ights and the problems involved in the 

estabµ.shment of the conditions necessary for t heir full implementation. ·As the 

·rtalian Constitution stated, the el imination of obstacl es to the enjoyment of 

~ econonic and social rights vas o condition for the effective r ecognition of civil 

. and poli tical rights , and the remova~ of those obstacles was a function of the State. 

Indeed, only full- scale balanced development in the economic and social fields could 

ensure the full enjoyment of fund61llental human rights . 

It was the task ofthe Conference t o strike a balance between a pessimisl.ic 

assessment of the position \Ii th respect to humun rights in !lk'U1Y- par t s of the vorld 

and eyer- optimism based on' the prog;oss ~ade .by the international community during 

·- the pas,t t ~enty yeo:rs . , · 

' . .. It w~~d-be unwise to concentrate solely on specific topics in the field' ~f 

human' rights '~n which the agendE. laid. special emphasis . Those topics undoubtedly 

co.lied for immediate attention; but his delegati<:m would have pref(frred a di·sc~ssi6n 

based on the two brqad fields of 'human rights : ··civil end p;liti~al rights; and 

economic, social and cultural rights . · Racial discrimination, self-determinati on of 

peoples and,slav~ry, together, with any oth~r forms ~f denial of humo.n· rights . or_ . . 

impediments· to their effecti~e recognition,· couid easily have been dealt with within 

that framework . 

· When the Commission on Human Rights at its twenty-fourth ses·sion had· expr e_ssed 

the hope that the Conference wotld pay due atten~ion to eco?omic, social and· 

cultural rights , it had in fact been expr e~sing· concer~ at a certain lack of bala~ce 

in the _Conference agenda. The Italian deleg~tio~ regretted that the eradication 

··or' illitoro.cy_ had not been listed as an actual agenda item. . H hoped noneth~iess 

·that the Conference would gi':'e careful attention· to · tho subj ect . · 

~ the quest ion o! evaluating me.thods. and techniques used in ' the enfor cement 

, of human r i ghts , and drawing up a programme for the future , he thought that the· 

documentation. prepared by t~e Secret~riat was objective in its approach and systemati c 

i n its arrangement . The hwnan· rights si,tuation in various parts of the world was 

- far f : ::-:.. satisfactory and a common effort had t o be made to ascertain 1o1hat mor e could 

be done . In thnt ·connoxion, regional reports were particularly useful in that they 

encouraged comparisons and· sometimes showed how a start could be made in areas where 
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nothing had yet been achieved, The expert studies carried out had .at least one idea 

in common: the importance of action at the educational levei. That indicated one 

possible line of. future action . Ho.,reve3:, great efforts wo'li!-d be required if new 

methods were to be developed. A sti.11 more difficult task would be to identify and·. 

adopt new measures and new techniques: to speed up the tempo of international 

protection of human rights: 

Various proposals had already .been formulated and some were in an advanced stage 

of study by organs of the United Nations . Others _again had been made in the studies 

·prepared by experts, and still othe);'.s nµ.ght be . . sugges~ed ,during the Conference. 

The Italian delegation was ready to examine all such proposals, since it was well 

aware that any action that miiht cont ribute _concretely and ih · an. orderly manner to the 

promotion and protection of human rig:hts was a necessary condition for world peace. 

The Italian Government was by no means opposed to the establishment of some form 

of international control to protect hic1I112.n rights; but such control must be kept 

within bounds by essential juridical :safeguards, to ensure that there was an objective 

evaluation of the facts, and that ·the task of 'political evaluation, which was 'th~ 

responsibility of the General Assembl:r, was not transferred to technical bodies. 

With regard to the relationships between the various international or regional 

organs and institutions which had been or were to be set up for the protectio~ of 

human rights, his delegation felt that there was a growing need for the functions of 

those bodies to be co-ordinated and l1armonized as sqon as possible. It hoped the . 

C9ni'erence would find time to examine that problem and would pay particular attention 

to the co-ordination of the work done ut the international and -regional levels. 

As the President of the Italian Ftepublic had said in his message to the 9onferen~e, 

the road to peace lay in respect for human rights, und the Italian delegation hoped · 

that that principle would guide the Conference in its work. 

SPECIAL MESSAGES ADDRE-JSED TO THE CONF'ERENCE 

At the President's request, Mr. SCHREIBER (Executive Secretary of the 

Conference) read out the text of messages received from H.H. the Amir of Kuwait and 

from the President of Gzechoslovakia.1/ 

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m. 

'1/ The .text of these messages appears :in the Final Act of the Conference, annex III, 
0 and P. 
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' REVIEW OF PROGRESS ACHIEVED AND IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR OBSI'ACLES ENCOUNTERED; AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND NATION.AL LEVELS, IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE THE 
.ADOPTION AND PROCLAMATION OF THE 'UNIVERSAL DECIARATION OF HlJMl\N RIGHTS IN 1948, _ _. 
PARTICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDERTAKEN ·BY THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
(item 9 of the provisional agenda) >A/CONF .32/ 4, A/CONF. 32/5 and Add.l, A/CONF . 32/7.- and 
Add.land 2, A/CONF. 32/8 and 10, A/CONF. 32/12, · A/CONF.32/13 and Corr.1, !/CONF.32/16, 
A/CONF,32/L.9-L.ll) (continued) . - . · . 

General debate (continued) 

Mr. ROBERTS (United Kingdom) said he was happy that the Conference was being 

held in a country with such a historical awareness and under t he chairmanship of a , · . . - . 
personage in whom the nobility of ancient tradition was united sq finely with an ar dent 

devotion to the well-being of her fellow women. He thanked his colleagues for hi,s 

election as a Vice-President and expressed particular pleasure at the election of the · 

. r epresentative of Jamaica as another Vice-President , for JaJDaica had played a gr eat 

part in the activity of the United Nations in furtherance of human r ights . 

If one drew up a balance sheet of that activity,, he noted on the negativ~ side 

that, surprisingly and regrettably, world opinion appeare·d to have lost its original .. . . ' . 

interest in United Nations human rights acti vity. Conceived in the aftermath of the 

·. • ' 

Second World War, which had provided cruel ·evidence of the l'elationship between personal·. ,. 

liberties and the cause of peace, the United Nations "charter had given,pride of place to · 
• • • I • 

the promotion· of human rights, second only to the pr~servation of peace. As the · 

r epresentati ve of France had so eloquently said, the two aims were int:unately linked. 

Governments which .did not respect the wishes of the people had suppr essed the free · · . . . 
expression of opinion and all ot her liberties· had been shown by history to be the worst · 

threat· to world peace . The campaign for civic and political r ights· was therefore vital ._ 

An influence had to be brought to bear on the · relationship between GovernJnents and _their· ·_ . .', 

citizens •. That was the key area and if there had not been progress there then there .had 

r.o·t; been much progress at a11·. 

But-freedom was indivisible, and civic and political rights were inseparable f rom 
. . 

ec anomic and social rights • If a man was hungry he was not. free, and the freedom. o:f his 

neighbour -was precarious . Consequently, in his opening addr~ss , H. I .M. The Shnhinshnh 

had_ ~laced the need for e~onomic and social progress in the · for efront of the 

r esponsibilitie.s of the Conference. 

· .... 

.. 

J • ·: 
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,. . ··-.-

101 - A/CONF~32/SR.9 

While eccnomic and social progress had been .almost unbearably slow, the pace of . , . . . 

~hange iri_ other f~elds had been very .rapid. Technological prtigress brought benefits but 

also problems .of its o-wn . Pervading· all those changes was the developing struggle for 

,raci~ ~ualit.y and racial harmony. United Nations human rights activity had not alwa.ya 

been geared to those r ealities . 

. , · The defects in United Nations bodies and in their ·procedures were the last of the 

.. d~\~t· items . 'It was doubtful, fo.r example, whether the Third Committee of_ the General 

Assembly .was a suitable body to Aneage in detailGd drafting work . Aa had been ·said by 

the r epr esentative of .the Nether lands, it was far from certain that the Economic and 

-Social Council was capable of giving human rights the attention they deserved. It was 

imperative that the backlog of.items on the agenda of the Co.llllllissi on_on Human Right~ 

should b~ cleared. The· Conference should assess the efficiency .of .-the various bodies 

_ wi_th a viev to streamlining their ll!achinery. 

On the credit side of the balance sheet , was the Uni-versal Declaration of HUJll.8.n 

Rights, t he raison d 1 ~tre of the_ International Year for HUClall Rights and of the 

Oonference ·itself . I~s imple.me~tation was the principal concern of ~he qonference. 

Forty- ei ght .out of fifty- six ~tates had voted f or it i n 1948 , In 1949, i t had provided 

.· , the inspiration for the Charter of Bogota, the first example of the gre~t Latin American 

· i?terest. in hunan r ights . That had been followed by r eaffirmation of its principles in 

the Joint · Conununique of the 1955 Bandimg Conference and t he Charter of the Or ganization 
l , 

of Afr ican Unity in 1963. · The constituti ons and laws of numerous States were powerfully 

influenced by the p~inciples of the Universo.l Declaration . 

Important codification work had taken place in those twenty years and had produced 

a body of instruments . The outstanding ones were surely the International Covenant~ ·on 

Human Rights adopted unanimously in 1966 which opened up the prospect of a r easonably _ 

eff~ctive universal system f or the protection Qf human rights . 

The International. Year for Human Rights was itself a positivB factor that ¥d done 

much to arouse public interest. In the :United Kingdom over a hundred local committees 

had been f ormed under the auspices of the .Nationa:J. Committee, which had_r eceived 

£10, 000 in support from Gover nment funds.. Activities included public .mee~~ngs, film . 

shous, and the construction of temporary housing for the homeless . There vas special 

interest in the r ights and status of women and enthusiasm for all theoretical and 

practical problems involving human rights. 

/ .. ·.·· 
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The fourth item. on the .credit side was th~ practical experience acquired by some 

States since 1948, and it was importent. that the experience shouJ.d be used to solve such 

problems as that of race relations • . 

As to the future programme of ~ork, he said that above a.11 it was ·necessar.y to . 

recapture· the idealism ~p.ich had fired th~ Universal Declaration ~f Human Rights. Wh~t 

had to be· found were practical methods of enlisting public support and particularly the 

younger genera~ion and its sound.spirit 9f criticism ~nd protest . 

First pr;i.ority should be accorded to the promoiion of personal freedom. Six of the 

ten points in the progr.amme of ac.tion proposed by the ·representative of Afghanistan 

bore directly on that goal. Freedom being in~visible, the whole !'~g~ of rights 

enUlllerat.ed in the Universal DeclaratiJn had· to be promoted universally, since it would 

be inequitable -to-~reat some principles or areas as being more imp?rtant than others~ 

On.the subject o.f racial discrilnina-µon, he said that racism as an official 

goverrunent -policy deserved special attention. The detestable policy of apartheid laid. 

down the principle that black and white should live -separately, but that only white 

people were ,entitled to decide on. the fundamental issue. It was _the duty of the 

c•onf erence to deal with such ·policies. 

Even . .-in- the case qf socj,.eties based on a goal of racial equality, however, 

proble.rns existed and -,they required separate treatment in the United Nations·. Many 

honest people we~e still troubled by doubts about the form that a multi- racial society 

should talce if human rights were to be guaranteed. No country had yet found the right · 
i ' 

£ormula. .. The recent murder 0£ Hartin Luther King and ·the wave o;C vioience that 1 t set 

in motion were a reminder of the dangers of treating the problem of racial tensions 

lightly . There 'W'as no doubt that those dangers menaced peace, stability and prosperity 

in .many a!eas. As the 3ecretary- Gener~l had stated, racial conflict might grow into a 

destructive .monster compared to whic~ the religious or ide.ological conflicts of the 

past and p~esent wo'4d seem like small family quarrels. It was vital to confront the 

danger vith an .alliance of all that was capable of defeating it. 'rhe British Parliament, 

for e:,ca.mp;I.e, now pad bet'ore it a Bill intended :to. put ari end to discriminatory practices~ • 

particularly in .the field of housing_ and' emp:oYI!lent, and in combination with the 

Race Relations. Act, 1965., it would · provid~ a sound legislative framework. The. United 

Kingdom therefore had so.me experience which it . was I,'eady to Jllake av~lable to other 
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:+:::· · :·~tate&~ :: In turn: it ·-would be glad ·to have the benefi:t 0£ e:xperionoe in othor· Sta.-~es. 
~·. ,l.; ... ~ ._ . . ; . # • : • • • • • • • • 

'. i:r." _ ~ ·It ',fa_s _m9st·. d~sirable ·that -such an exchange shoulu-be qrganized and it shotµ.d be _a 
' " . t; • • ~ • • ' • • • • • 

. ~t-7:. :jirinc~pa).: task of. tho Ccinfer.ence. to devise a United Nations programme to £aciii tate : 
.· . '.. .. ..... . . ' 

::/· . ,:, ~eh: exchanges • ... · . - · .... . 
~' .. .. .. ,, . . . . . . . . . 
-:;_._-,_.; ._: . . : . · ·In·. the ·future programme the implementation of the right of self -determinatior:>-

': ·~<.:· '_;hould ~d its -place .·•. The British Gov~rnmeht ~d the Labour Movemen~ - to wb..:.ch he 
:,. • ., f r • • • • • 

:\ . 

0

/ .·_. belonged - attac.hed great. importance to -the final ·disappearance of colonialism. .. ·.·. :.' . . . . ' : . . •; . . . . 

... · _:rne implementat~on of . economic and social rights ~as ·as ·1mportant a step i~ t~e 

:.'·_'\-: ,p;;in~ti~n of persona]. freedom .as :va.s tlie .. r espect of civic and· political rights. · · .. . . . . . . ,• . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

:. ·:.'.._ ·:··· . ·., ·.:.:..H~ supported the .s~irit i~ not all ·the· details -of' the proposal by the Attor ney-

~-•:::~·· _General .of Nigeria ··for the-' establishment of dynamic machinery for the implementation of ,_ 

;_, ·: · . .'_ ·the . rights : and frel:ldoms that ha:d heen so carefully defined. The representative of 

\/ .' .. · .P~~k-~d bee~ tight ·to sti-~ss 'th~. importance of. regio~ai eff arts which .sh~uld b~ 

:/:'._: -._ ~ased _o~ -th~ standar as•'·co~ta.ined in the 
0

Universal ,Declal'ation ~d .the Hwnan Rights 
' . . . 
;,·:. :. 'cov~~ts. '. . . • ... 
... ·:: . ; .. . . Tbe.:Uni ted Kingdom had supported. and would continue to support the human . rights .. . . . 

,::_ '._- :-: -work -of the U~ted Nations ·. On its .own behalf and on behaif of most of its overseas ·." . • . . ·' . . .. . . . . : : . .· . 
·_:·:::·_· .. _territories, it \/3.S al~ady party to. fourteen· of the twenty- one principal international 

,· ' . / . ; . . . . . . . ·. ... 
: :: . · -i~strt:1[!1ents •. It had now decided to sign the Inte·rnati anal Covenant on Economic Social 
... . ' •, :';. .. . . . . . . . . . ~ ~. . . 

. . · : · and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri._gb.ts • 
· /: • · _' •• : • I • • • - • . .' • • • • • • 

:: , : : ·, With the introduction of. its new Rae a Rela 'Iii ons Bill . ilie United Kingdo,m now .wouJ.d give 
. . : · ... ,! • . . . . . • • . ' . . , . .. . • . . . . . . . . . ... • 

_. · :. · .· act1'?itY study to the po.ssi,bilfty of: ratifying the Convention on Racial Discrimination 
~ . . ' . .... . ' . 

,.:;:·: · .. whi~h it 'had already si~ed_. · Th~· United Kingdom ~as about t~ accede to the Protocol 

-~·> ./;·~~l~ting to 'the Btatus· o/ Re.fug~es . .It -was: party to· :the ·European" Convention f or the.· 

:_.:· .. :,-- _ _p"rdtec'tio~ ··of Human Righ~s and Fundam~ntal Fre.edo.m.s._ Toge~her with ·.lll<?st of' its ove~_seas 

:: ~: •.•: ·_. territo;ies, it ·had ·accepted the compiJ.lsory jurisdicti~n of \he European Court· of Human · 

··:-~-,·: .-"afght~ and. r ecognized the rights · of ·i~dirlduals . to petitio~-ag~nst violation or'rights 
. "· . . "· 

· :· - 1 ,--:~der, the Convention· •. · . 

:, ' ... : / . : . It·· al~o 'SUpport~d the ;·Advis;ey Service~ Prog'r~e. . As : a d~onstratio~ . of'. tpat 

·'. .. : .. ; _;upport it -would wel~~e pnrticipa.nts from t-we~ty-six° c~tries to . London in June f9r 

, ' . . ;. ; ari. internati.ohai Seminar -o~. ~r~edo~ of AJsociation. That was . a field i ·n. which it was . . .... . . . .,, . . 
.expected .to break new gr~und. While · the ILO had .. done_ s olid w-ork ,on the _trade union 

;: : ::: _ ... aspects , ·there ·-were several 6thers that had not yet been studie~ i n detail by the United 

:· ·: :Nations. It would therefore be valua!ile to have an ;:xchange of views . . . . 

. . 
. · : .. ·. ' . : . . '. ~ : . · ........ . • . . .. ~ . ' 
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, I~ c~lusion, he S~d th~t: th~ united '~L:L~ -~~PP;rt : 'pracbi~a1 ~;f:rt~-: ,-): 
to combat violations of human ;ights . cini i ~-~a's . i~ ·-f~vour· of the :proposal f~r the ·: · .. · ... ·-.:~.:/_,: 

appointment: of a High Co.rrunissioner for Hwna~ • R1ght~-• . ~-- · ·. · · · · ' . · •· ' . :·· .· :.: 
, • t • , • • • • ,. ' • • ~ f • • • • • I .;. ,.'V ":, , :•:;} 

Mr. CASELY-HAYFORD (Ghana) associated his delegation with the ·tribute paid to :·· ·: ·._i· .. . . .. . , ' \ ... -~ 
the Jnelnory ·of Martin Luther Ki~g, apostle 0£ peace·· and victim of vioience. It ~as a··:" · '. ·.•. : -~i-
sad· thing._ t~ say, _but it ~s only his deat~, ~c~:urring just afte~ the ~elebra:tion of 'th~-~-,<:i} 
United Nati~ns I~ternational D~y for the .Elimin~tion of Rllcial Disc~i.Itination and ju;t· ·:- ··-'::\· 

befoi:e 'the ,opening of the Teberan Conference, _whi~h had'•brought ho~ to public opini~n -, ·: ,:<if; 
the realization of the legitimate· rights oi ma~~d-~ : . . ' : ·:-~ <?._;_ :_~:: 

' " . : " 
The twentieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Huri.an Rights ,was a: . <<,A 

histo;ric. da~e and a mileston~. The time had co~e_·. t~ t~e _sto~k of the progress · .- ·~·-, ·::::.) 

achieved duxing the t wenty _years. that . ~he United Nati~ns; the speci.alized ag.encies, the -:.:;, ~-\} 
Mem.b~r States and the regional -organizations had been engaged in ·putting the principles · ,~ ·-:· ·;:.:·\ 

·. . . : . . .· ' . . . . . .. . _. . , ... ·• .. - ~ ... 
o~ the Declaration into effect. · ·. · ,, - '.',..:,· 

The s_tatus of women had definitely impro~ed owing to the activities of -~he -:_,-. · : -:-:·~· )_{; 

Commission· on the Status of Women, which haci in particular 'drawn up the Declaration on·. -_._-";_-\ / 
the EliJni:nation of Discrimination" against Women,- adopted ·by the General Assembly . . on -: i ·, .<-.: -}. 
7 N~vember .1967, and owing to the semina~s o~ganized under the Advis~;y SE:rvic~s· . .. . _<::_,{~~ 
Prog;~e in . the . field of human rigpts·.' . •, , :_,/~, .::-

·• ~ 
As far as racial discrimination· was ·concerned, the . principles· serving as the basis:- · =,;( 

of the' .major international treaties ' ilieady sign;d, were admirable, but it st.i~1 remained ·: ,~:·,·:·.::: 
, . · , ·. :. · . ... , , . , . . . •."./-~I 

£or the Member St ates to rat ify those _ihstruments' and :to apply the principles involve<:i. ·._;•,;--,· 
. . . . . 

Ghana ,~as in fact doings~. · It had _become ·party to most of the Conventions. It . 

was applying the' economic and diplomatic sanction·s . ~oted, against South Africa. ,. It was .. - . . . .. . . . 
contributing to tha trust fund for the freedom fighter's of Sc,uth Africa. a.s a .tn.esl,J:l.S •, of . 

h~lping to stamp out apartheid and the vio_lation of h~· rights'. , ·",: 

The campaign against apartheid - the system which deniad to .millions o:f individuals·,,, ':<:" 
' ... . · .4:-:), 

the exercise of their most elemente.cy. rights · - wa~ ooki?g little ,progress: the victims . -~ ~-\' 

0 £ racial ·disc.rimin~tion were 'excluded from poli.tical life a;nd hence debarred .from : . ':->; 
eco~6mic and social emancipation. The South African and Rhodesian regimes ~onti~ue~, . . 1 . • : _ _-_:-\ ' 

• . • • • • .• ., • . • , • • • . · • I • , ,' .., .. ,-.. 

in_ defiance of the resolutions. adopted ~Y the United Nations; to carry out-arbitrary ,· .. ··:.· .;-t··: 
arrests and sentences. The recent executions at ·sa1:{sb~ were reminiscent of ·_~he · : · .•· . . :\;_ 

sinister massacre of Sharpeville in 1960, when· African nationalists had demonstrated . : . · -: )?: 

·• . ~ ·, . 

. '~ ~:. ·1·:..-:~·~;~~- :..:.~· / ·, .. .. ,, 

. . . . . .. .. . .. . . · .. ·. . . ,/ . ,·. . •.· :~.;_. >_f,::' 
~ .. : ·. ·~ . . . ' ·. · . : ·· .. 
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.. peacofully · against apartheid. In refusing to ad.mi t the United Nations Committee on 

South West ·Afr:tca- to thnt· territory in order .to· esta~lish U~ted Nations authqri1.y~wllich 

had been recognized ·by the International Court of Justice, the.: South African .. Goverrunent 

. displayed: its •intention, in defiance --of world opix\ion, ·or pers_isting i'n .its . policy of 

racial oppression 1n· the ve'i:y year of_ the twentieth ·anniversary·of the Univer sal 

· Declaration of Human Rights. The· economic sanctions imposed 9n South Africa and Rhodesia ., 
by the United Nations had failed because various -States which traded with those two 

cotmtries had ·refused ·.to apply them. 

Furthorn:ore, Portugal continu~d :to pursue colonialist poJ:.?-cies and to deny.·to .th~ 

·peoples of ·Ang~la,' Mozrunbiqu~·-ancl Portuguese Guinea the -libe~y of expression ~d ·move

ment and tlven the fundamental right · to self'- determination. 

· .. The continued existenc·e· of 'rac;al discriminai?-on, apartheid and colonialism

threatene_d i?ternat.iona.l. p~ace and eecuri ty. An expiosion of: r acia+ vio~ence in countr;i.~$ 

' like South Africa, South West·· J~frica, -Rhodasia and the so-called Portuguese . territories 

was· liab:;I.e, in view of their geo~ra.phical. s~tua.tion, t·o ~et of£ an uncontrollable· chain 

reaction. Every means should therefore be employed to put an end to the activities·. of 

iliose who , systematic.ally flouted th€. rights of their• fellow. men and. to . aid t,hooe who 
I . , 

would, soon-er or l ater; by force if necessary, conquer their legitimate and inalienal:!le 
. . ... 
rights • 

. -The Conference should seek practical results . It was concerned- not · so milch with 
f : • • 

defining· huma.r. · rights or taking stock of the ach:i.evements to date ns wi. th devising 
•• i. • 

i:ns,~hitiery 'for er adic·nting fl:i.grant ·violations of human ~ights which threatened world 
. . •· 

· p_eace, _in pe;rticu;Lar violnti~ns . in. 'the form of !.racial discrimination. 

It vas· time to put ·an end to the hypocriticai practices of certain States ·whi:ch 

fmbsc:ribed . t ·o •united Nation~ rosrilutions only to. violate them ·subsequ~tly-and whic·h, · 
\ 

not cont·ent to mainta:i.n t r o.da links·.1ith :sout~ ~rica, were. supplying that coUllt;ry_ v.S.th 

. _arms. ·Under ~ts Charter, the Uuited·Nations ·was empowered to-u~e force to secure the 

implementation of ·its · ~ec·isions. If', i.n.thin -a· year · or -~-wo, · the.-situation showed no 

· appreciable improvement, such a solution ·sh~uld pa -seriously eontemplated·, · . 

Mr. CHAIMERS · (ii~ ti), · speaking ·on·· beho.l.f · of the . Pr1:1sident · ~t Haiti·, wished the 

Conf'erence success ·1n its cfellbera'tion·s ~ He sa.:ii that the Republic cif Haiti was ·the· . ' ;. ' . 
only · c_oun~ry' to have -em'erg'ed __ from _.slavery ·to ·the ·£ul)~ 'and qomplete ex-ercise ·of a dea:r.ly 
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bought independence. He recounted his country's ~story from the proclamation of 

independence, en l ·January 1804, up to modern times and described :the gradual evolution 

of the e_ssential human rights throughout thD.t period, a process which had cul..m:i.nated in 

the Frangois Duvalier Labour Code, the Frangois Duva;i.±ei•. Land Code and the establishment 

of numerous social institutions, achievements ~onsolidnted and gUSl'~teed by the 1964 

Constitution. lrticlcs 5, 6, 7 D.nd 8 of chapter I of the Constitution.related to . the 

right to life and liberty, to the full and complete exercise of civic nn:d political . 

rights, to education and to all social. and economic~rights. He cited articles 17, -18, 

19, 20 and 21 of the Constitution, which referred to liberty of the individual; to 
' security -in general ,and to the guarantees of fair trial, articles 26 and 31, dealing 

'With the freedom of expression and assembly, articles 32 _.and 36, . concerning. the right 

of asso9~ation and asylum, and articles 23, ~4 ar.d 25 relating to economi~ and social. 

rights. He pointed out, howeye~, that the exercise of those _rights was not unlimited, 

. b~ing ·subject to, r estrictions · for reasons of 'national or public .-security or ;the safeguard 

of m~rD.:lity and health. 

; The Frangois Duvalier· Code-r epresented, according . to ·the .experts, . a veritable 

monument- ·or labour legislation, establishing~ a har.l)lOni.ous . balance between emp~oyers and 

labour unions. The . Code covered contracts, working c_pnditions :and .. conflicts o.f 

interost,. social organiz~ti9ns, and so .. .fo,.rth • . He: -quot€::d · extracts .from.. the 1aw p~tting , 

the Code int.o effect • 

. . , .After his· s-qrvey· of Haitian legi~la-tion on h~ rights, ~e snid thnt Ho.iti was in 

the vanguard of progress in the field of labour-and the defence of .. union rights, contrary 

to the claims of his· Government I s. onooics . The Declaration o:f HUIOan Rights had never 

been contradicted by any Member State since its proclamation. ' .. There . .ras, . however •. -

invariably. a certain gap between the formula~ion of, principles and their applica-ti:-on. 

That was why the Conference had met to attempt to remedy• the o:vils which remained •. .- .. . . 

• ; In response _to the criticisms -levelled at the Haitian. Government,_ he pointed to the 

statements against apartheid and all forms of. discrimination which the President .of ·· 

Haiti, an unchallenged: leader of the negro world, had .ma.de at the United Nations·. 

De.spite Haiti1 s solidarity with the Organization of li.Llerican States,· he .wished to protest 

against· ihe -defamatory, attacks directed at his country in the repor& submitted by that 

Organization (A/C0NF.32/L.10) to which hi~ delegation was circulating a roply. The 

Government of President Duvalier hud been elocted by the -universal and free sufftage of 
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:(: ·· -_.the citizens·; The r evoi ution of 1946, ·consolida~~d .by that, of .1956, had ar oused the 

{., . . , . ~war ~nes~ of :people· :in ilJ.l. wnlks . of .life by :proclaiming the right of ea;h citizen to 

~-/ -:'," · aignity, sweeping away the nge-old myths of class superiority. It was based on the 

-~ ~ ,._. . · _Universal .Declaration of . Human· Righ~s , of which he. quoted ce;tnin extrac.ts • 
. _.; ', . . . 
:-=.~ :- .• -~:. Referring to General -Assembly r esolution 2081 (XX) which had designated 1968 as 

s<. ·: : _Intorno.ticinal Yoar for: Human Rights , he submitted his Government Is proposals for an . ••'•/ . -· . ' . - . 
. :, ,/ ,: . ·action-programme under agenda item 11. · 

</:0' .· -With r efer ence t o paragraphs ( e), (f) and (g) of item 11, the Haitian Government 

pr oposed: 
, . 

(a) the study o.nd adoption of mea.s,.ures aimed a.t detaching £:rom the Econom;i.c e.nd 

~ . __ :· . Soc~o.l. Counc~ ~~ Co~ssion on H~ Rights , which would become an organ of the 

, ...• · ·United No.tions·, 'With its. own statute and r egulations_ ( Council .on Hu.oon Rights); 

:· .> :· '-,. . (b) ·the organizatio~, at the ·international and nationQ.1 levels , of bodies ba.ving 

:i :., · ._.. virtual. · jurisdiction in the · field of hl.llllan rights ( International Court f ~r Human Rights . . \ . . ' . . 
; ., · :_ and t!orresponding no.tiona.l courts); · 

. ...... . . . 
... ·- · · · (c)' tlie elimi.n!ltion or the supervision• of the activities of individuals whose 

' . :··.:':':: ano~ty -was evidence · of b~as s.nd po.rtiality; t hat would 'qe eff ected by l!leans 0£ 

:• :: '_.:. :observer s r epresenting . the Council on Human Rights in Member Stat es; 

,- · · · (d) the strict subordinat:fon of the nctivit ies of r egionnl bodies to those of 

· , : :· : iriternatio:UaJ. bodies; . \ . . 
_-:,' . ·. : · ._: · ( e) ~tensified efforts t o instruct young persons and _the public in h~ r ights 

/ 

·With r egard to agenda item · ll {a) , r el atinE to -the elimination of' all f or ms of 

: : ·: · · racial diaori.mine.tion~ the Pre;ident of Ha.i t i pr oposed that the United Nations: 

~_: .... ,·. : . . •. · (a) endeavour t o secure th_o r atifico.tion by ai1 the Member States of the 
' . C(?nventions f or the pr e.vent1on· of discr:imino.tion; · 

·; : · .. · • (b) prevail upon the ·permanent member s of • the Security C~uncil ond tho nations 
. . 

~radin~ w.t th South Africa to qhanga their policies i · 

( c) . endeo.vo\ll' to inculcate :ln. the rising generations · disapprovo.1. of the P,ractices 

·. of racial discrimination; 
,· · :(d) endeavour to prOlllOte measures d esigned t_o ::inform the public as widely o.s 

po~sible of" 'the effects of' discrimination; 

·,. 
'• 
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ap~rtheid; 
. . 

(f) - c·ndcavour to secure the repeal of ·a11 legislation likely to encourage .... ·.·· . 

apartheid. · 

Uith regard to agenda item.µ. (c) and (d) relating to the question of slavery and. 

womEm I s rights, · the Ho.itinn Government . tooR the vie~ that the Uni tod lfat;i.ons should 
., . . . 

organize seminars , curry out or~-thc-spot inquiries and adopt a policy cnlculuted to · 

eliminat~ practices such as slnv-ery and forced labour, supervise the ~plernentaticn of 

th0 Convention~ already ~doptcd in the field of women 1s rights and disseminate more 

vidoly t he General Assembly's Declaratio~ of 7 November 1967 on the Elimination of 

D:i.scrilllination. against Women • . 

Under item 11 (b) regarding the. universal realization of ·the right of peoples to 

self-determin~tion and the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and 

- ' . ·. 

.... . 

. , . 

peopl~s; the _Haitian Government proposed that the measures ~dopted by the General· A.ssembly .. ·. ~ 
with rcgnrd to the colonial regimes still ' in existence. shouid ·be strengthened by: . . · .· 

(o) the presence o:f a United. Nations Commissioner in the territories of colo~~ .. ·. : ;'~ 

COU..'ltri OS ; . 

(b) ~ncrcasing participation of the indigenous populations in the administration 

of those countries; 

( c ) . ioplOJnentntion of the reco.cmendations mentioned°_under· item 11 . (t1), concerning 

the elilnination of nll forms of racial discrimination. 

Re£crring to the recent assassination of Martin Luther King, tho outbreaks· of 

violence nnd hatred which were n daily occurrence in various parts of tho world, -

discrinination ago.inst and persecution .of minority groups and the fate of the poor 

peoples , who, were victiias of international coI!lpetition which' benefited the prosperous · 

countries, he stated tha t in spit<:; of such a gloomy pic~ure, men of goodwill wer ~ -~o~-
. . . 

tinuing to struggl e for human progress and the 'betterment of the lot of the under-.-~. 

pri vilagcd •. · 

· Mr. WAMBURA (United Republic _' o:f Tanzania) so.id that at the very time· of a .··· 

.raeeting ~o mark the twentieth anniversary ·of the proclamation of human rights, .millions· 

of hl.lf;'lrul ·beings were suffering inj',ls~ice and violatio~ of t~err .f'undamental rights. ·_· . . · 

/..mong · the hardest hit were the 5 .million_.,.rei'ugees whos·e plight· had been· described "by · • . _

the High ColllJllissioner end whom· the Conference would consider before. cl_?sing·. 

· . .-_ .. . 

. : ... , . • 

· . . · 
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.. ; · .. ·The Tanzanian delegation earnestly besought all delegations present to endeavour 

to find out. why S? men:, r esolutions and· principles of the United Nations had.reimned a .. ;' .. 

' dead lott~r in -t he area of human rights and also in ·other areas . The Conference should 

·r edefine the meaning of the ter m. 11human rights" ; i is Llember s should look the truth · · 

in the fnce ·and act.in conformity with the idools of -'justice and the principles )olhich 

they professed. In par ticular, he said, there.was no ideologi cal, .religious or ·other 

r eason-f or the continued non-representation of .mainlnnd China at the United Nati ons . · 
.,., 

. Ho ~ ged the Conference to ·rec ommend · that the General Asscr:tbly at its next soseion 

· _should revise its previous atti tudc to tho · admission of ooinland Chin~. 

The Univer sal ;Declaration· ~f Human -Rights hn.d been the first stpp tukon intornntionall 

' ._to r elicvo, hU!ilO.n . suffering . Hindful of its iinmcnso importance, Tanzania _had ai-awn on 

the Dcclarntion for inspiration in :draf'ting its own Constitution, espccio.lly its preacblo. 

· Yet, dospi tei tho Declaration, si tuat1ons still occurred o.11· tile world over - particularly 

in :South Africa Md Southern·Rhodosie. and in ·the Portugu0s~ .. territori~s - which wore a 

plot on humanity. Those situations would not bo r emedied by o.dopting r esolutions that 

would not be implem~ntcd. \That ·wo.s 'needed ·was that the 3tates -M0.clbers of·tho United 

Nations sho'::1-d agree to put into practico the principles which t hey professed. Without 

· such a change in attitude, · it ·would be idle -to convenc·further c,)nfor .:mccs i n the _futurtl , 

It wa.s f or the participants .to convince, thei r gov~rnments of the need to sec r coJ.itios 

in · a n~v light'~ 

: As for the cr eation of a post. of High Co~.r.ri.ssioner for .Hwnan Rights, ho said thet 
. . 

1 ma.chincry ·"1ns al.ready in, oxistcncc -in the .United Nations ,framowork which wo.s not being 

used :to the full . .. P_ositive resuJ:ts couJ.d:.'.not . be expected to fl;w automntico.lly f r om 

th0 Llore cr eation of n·new l:iody, which would moreover add to the expenses of. the : 

U~tcd.Nations . ' ~s _deJ.egntion :accordingly saw littlc·point in est~blishing· such_a post 

for ·the tiine being. . · ., .:· - ' 

1!.ruiliind depended l?rgely.for its survival on the nations which were i n a position to 

put an end to. injustice i n the field of hwnan, rights. Ho urged then to take nction to ,, 
:that ond. . ' .·. 

Mr. STEELE (Conadn) said that the whole world had been saddened by tho ·t r agic 

and violent: death of the Roverend Mctrtin Luther King, whose life _and example. stood as 

an inspirntion :i'or all who were concernod with nmkind I s struggle fo r dignity and . 

freedom. · 
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His dclogation was convinced that .all participants in the Conference could 

coutl'ibutc to it:i work -by pooling tho1r -oxp0rien~e -1n the field of huma??- rights. 

Canada had ta1cei-i.' the opportunity offered by· th6 International Yea;•for H~n Right~ to 
• · - • • ": .: •, i 

tako stock of progress in that areu, to re-examine its- goals and to renew its endeavours. 

Since 1948, the Federal Government and the Govcrnm.e;t;,. of nine of the 'Pr~vinccs ·ho.d 

cru.ctcd legislation prohibiting discrimination. based· on rac~, -colour, creed or national 

origin in living practices, conditions. of _9:ffiploymen:t:{ trada union membership and public 

accommqd~tion~ ;[,aws alone, houever, were not nd10qurito for tlio effective olinri.no.tion of · . 

discrir.tlnatory _practiccs . He described action t~on in his country to make good that 

ina.dequncy, among them the establisruicnt in three Canadian Provinces of Humnn 'Rights 

Commissions, ' the concentration of a good part of the country's ·resourc·0s on extending 

and improving.the _social security _a.nd educo.tion systems, the li.ppointme~t by .. two 

Provincos in 1967 of Ombudsmen to protect incli vidlk-us _ from possible ' abuse of ~dmi-nis'tr·a

tivo authority, and the enactment in .1960 of o. :Bill oi Rights· which had hod~· significant 

psychological and moral inpact~ At t~e Fed~rnl .lovol; a .&Jye.l Commission hod .submitted_ 

recommendations on bilingualism and biculturilism; another Royal Comoission was 

expected to nu.urn r ecommendations on women's . rights; . and at the provincial l0v0l, the 
Royal Co~ssiori' of Inquiry into Civil Rights had mnde sug'gestions which ·were of , .. 
considerable importance to human rights. 

At the national level, Canada hnd r.iade every effort to respond fittingly to the · 

Uni tod Na:tions call to observe t4e International Year for. Humm Right·s: the Federal 

Goverrunent had, f or oxa.mplo, encouraged tho forniation of an independent non-governmental. . 

association to co-ordinate the couritry1s International Year activities, the outcome of 

which had been the establishment of ·u Canadian: Commission for the International· 'Year 

for which the Canadian Governlilent had .nmde_a grant of $100,000. _· In each region in · 

Canada the activities for the Year were being co- ordinatod· by autonor.ious provincial · 

committees . He gave some particulars of the projects- and ncti~ties sponso;ed by the 

co.rnr.tlttees and undertcken by schools; universities and vol'-untary associations . In one_ 

Province the efforts of ·the regional ~~tcrnational Year Co.mmi.tteo hod encouraged 

consideration by the provincio.l Cabinet of u proposal to ~stablish o.n off~~ial human 
rights co.mmission. ,, 
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:.L= \ { \ . ·:· In ' ~dditiori; · at' o. • gathering .h~ld in Montr oo.J., "in Me.rch 1968, leaders· in th~ hUf.lD.n 

-~~( ) ::·right;: .i'i~d had :produced· a. mi!!l.ber of- recoiumendations: which his delegation hoped _vpw.;d 
,t. • ;• • • • 

:?,:_: __ .. :.bE3 _ccinsiderod •by' the,; Tehoro.n Confercnc~ • .. Tho Co.nc.dia.n CollUn:ission h.c.d forn.."Uly :· 

::~r-.:/;-:·~tia:t~d th~- Inte~~tiontl. Ye~r by -~r g~zi~g- f\ .confer ehce ;r govornoenttl nnd non

\ :•{>g~:.rernm~ntal ·agencio·~ · in De;cm.bor 1967. · Since thon, ·it lmd ~stribu~od c poriodic· 

:{: ( '._n"~~iettor throughout th~ country t!Ild hnd pl~s f or u conference nt the end of the Year 

;_'.•.~;\\whi-~h woul.~ r~~~i~c -r eports from every. part ~f the courtt:cy on whc.t. had been o.cconplished, 
• . l. : I •• ~ -: . . • • • •• • • I • • • • • .. 

,,_. __ .;/ .. >what dii'~icultios bad been encounter ed and .what needed to b e done to ensure the 
: ··~::·_·"It ·: .·.... . .. , . . . ' . 
·; ·.~::·:-.: ,co~:tinuing _involvement 9f Cano.dio.n ·citizens .. in hul'ilrul rights nctivitioc ~£tor 1968 ._ . · 

.::.:: / ,->:·:: . Turninif to t he various convcritiohs adopted under the auspices · of the United Nntions 

-~ '::·~ . .:-.~ ~li~ ' said that ·cnnada' had been consi d~rlng the: ~nternationcl. Coveru:mts and tho optioJ'.lal 

::. ·. ~:-/.·½,otocoi° to the ·cov~~nt 9~ Civil ·o.nd Polit ical Rights with a view. t o bccor.ling a . p0:,;ty . 

:-~·:' ·~ /-:t,ll~reto a.t tho ·earlies·t po~si blc date . :. substantial nunber · of the provisions of the 

\ : c_ovona.nts. fell 'Within 'provinc:i.oJ. jurisdi.ction, ~nd ponsultntions wore in progress _with . 

~~:.'pr·o~cittl ·gov~rn:inents on the .rnc.tter. : 'l:'hG possibility that Crow.do. m.ght accede t o the 
. · ... (. . . \ : ,• . . ... . . . ~ 

-~--- Qo_nvention on 'the' Stp.tus of Rof.'ugecs nnd t o the Convention ro~ting . t_o Rcf'ugco ·Senmcn 

--~i:) :>o!J :t:O the end ·of Interoation~l .Year wus _und~r active cons:i.deration; o:s required by. 

:{ .its ·c6~stituti6n, his Govor~cnt .,ms in- £hc··proccss of consulting t~o Pr ovincos 

.-·~~-6~~ccrtti~g··1;ha r atification of tho Convc>ntion , on the. Elin.inCation· of all Forf.\S of. Racial 

<.' Dis~rir.tihat,ion ·which it had signed. . 
- . , ·. . . .. 
: '': .-_.;,. : .There was. 3.' collactivp obligation upon ail' countries, to seAk nmr wo.ys o.nd L1eans 

,- ·· .. of protc;ting hU!DD.n rights _at thtl. univer sal and regioncl. c.s woll ~s at th0 notional · . 

:_:~_lay~l. T~- ~~hieve ~ho.t·; . tho rolo 'of the Unit~d Ncitions i n the -hurain ri~-hts O.NO. neod~_d 

·: :.st"rongthening . The .. co·nforence nrght usefully considor exanirrl.ng afresh ·th0 rclD.tionship 

·.·_:·.betwe~i. -:the Univers~l 
0

DGclnration;· the .two int.orn~tional·· ·Covcr1ants·, the ·vririous r ogionil; 
. . . .. , . . 

·. ·in~trwnont~ o.nd tho· many: · doci ~r ati:ms in existence wit h n V1ew t o· ·reconciling their 

; .-pr~vi-sio~s, and co-ordinat1ng nethods of i.J:lpl ui~ontc.tlo,n with tho ~bjcct oi' "guiding .menb~r 
} I • • .. . . • • • • • • • • • 

,_- . co\llltrios and the Organization i tsolf tow.rds co.mmon goo.l s. 

/ · • : i ·The • ~ . had probobly coLlC for··•o. re-0x.runin.1ticn of the procedures set forth in 

_:.- ·Econotti.c ~d Social ·council :resol ution 728. F (-XXVI II) , rogo.rding co~oo.tions on . 
, , . . ' . ~ , . . ' . . . . . ,. - '' . 

: •,, , . 
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httn'.ll1 ·~g~ts/,·1hat rcs0lution, ·· ~mich p.;ohibit~:~ th~ 'qo~ss.{on o~ --~ur.ia~ ~gh.ts fron 
,' 
'. , . 

t..·•.king significnnt c.ction in rcgnrd to _ a.ny co.1:1plaint .~oncerning hutilrul rights , · appeared : :-:. ::,' . : 
; . . . . . .. ' . 

to be somewhat out of dnt0 and to cll.1.1 for re-0xam:inution in the light of dcveloplilents 
-

since 1959. Tho sane w~s true ·of the provision o~·infor.i':uition by Stat~s on progress · 

achieved in the field of hUlll<..n rights~ 

Govornnents should be invi tod to provide noariingful informatioti, ::md infor.cntion . 

of ge.,ernl intarest should be widely disscr.iinnted • . Likewise the Uni tod Nations _ 

bodies ,responsible for cx.:ir..ining reports should be g~vcn the powor _lUld the technical 

facilities to draw appropri~to conclusions £ron thoso reports. 

G~cater efforts should be nude to .c6npare the success ·of various international · 

organizations,·. ~uch as the ILO, the regionnl humD.n rights commissions; the . Of'f'ice .'of . ,; .• . 

the United No.tions High Com.rl.ssioner J~or Refugees · and the-- Internati6nal Red -Cross, 

with a now .to assessing the usefulness or ccrtain'of their procedures for the . . ·- ' . . 

protection of h~n rights. Consider ation ~ght· woll be given to the establishlllent 

·. ,· , 

; ' 

o:f u United Nations co-ordinating office with n_· mandate_· to investigate those· not.hods . · · : ; ·,. · 

The proposal for establishing a post 0£ High Camoissioner £or Human Rights deaerv~ · ·._ : · 

widespread· support. The High Conoi~;i~er would h6.ve certain posi ti ~o functions · to ·. : · · ,, . 

fulfil but he .~ouJ.d have no authority to interfere 'Without invitation in the ' internal: 

affo.irs of Meraber Stutes, thus holding a balance between the nounting· interest of the _ 
., . • , . . . 

internationaf-conr.ru.nity in huoon rights· on the one hand, and the need scrupulously · 

to rospoc_t national sovoreignty ·on the other. · .The High Commissioner would also 

accelerate the United Nations prograome in the field of hUJJan rights. 

-Further consider ation should be given to the right 0£ petition; . for tha~ purpose 
' , . . . . 

it might be instructive to study the practices of. the ILO~ of. the Trusteeship Council 

and o'f: the Spacial Conoi ttees on .o.parthoid and co~oni'aliso as well llS the experiences · · 

o.f the European ond Inter-American Colill:lissions on Hunan Rights. His delegation , . 

favoured a:.i.wuussion of thnt concept by the Conference. 

Governoents should bo encouraged to give priority to the developnent of u 

co..mprehensive .l ogal aid sys~eo for the .more. effective protoction· of h~n rights and 

.fundrunental freedoi:i.s. · His delegation hoped to introcluce a draft resolution on that 

subject nt a later stage. 

• 'I .. • . ' . . • .• 
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His Govornment hoped that th~ Conference and t~e progro..mmes which would e~erge 

,·_-__ from.it would produce t~e gr eatest possi :Ole icip:ict on the public at large. In that 

r ego.r~, the i'ullest use should be raade of the United Nations potential b . the 

:educational f:.eld, a_nd efforts should be oode to enlist the co-opora.tion of non-

;; goverrunontal organizations, artistic groups and all institutions and 3ocieties in 

:' ~: ·: · ,. a po~ition to devel op pr ogrammes of study on hunan rights . 

I 

- . . 
Jill th_e. resour.ces 0£ the ·o.ca.demic coomuni ty _should be uti_li zed and a publicity 

drive s_hould be mounted through _the press; r adio and television so ns·. to build up· a body 

Qf infor med opinion throughout the world . · 
\ . --- . A great deal r c.r:iainod t o be .done ~d tha experience of other countries could be of 

very great benefi;t. Canada was r ~ady_ t o work together with all deloga+.ions to achieve 

positive solutions to t~e urgent_problems ,of th0 day in the human rights field • . . 

, . 

, . 

Mr. -YAZID (Algeria) th~ed t he delogations which had expressed .thoir sympathy 

to tho Algerio.n delegat i on after the heinous attempt on tho life of th0 Head ·of ·the . 

< Algerian . Gove:rnnent . 

He 1.[.i..shed, without paseio,n or hatred, t o tiake a s~cer e and positive contribution -

which would not offend any .ID!ll'l .. of goodwill - to t he woric of tha Conference . · In ·1.948, 

t he -United Nations hn.d -a~optod the Declar ation of Hunan Rights in speciu:L circu.oistances, 

Many countri_es which had since becone independent hlld then been absent, and,it yas · 

nn~uxal t1'1,at ihe ~ogion t o 'llhich those countries .belonged should seize t,he occGsi o~ to 

e~ r ess its- human r ights philo~ophy and to say that it wus not always satisfied 'With the 

progress made or with the OD.nner _in 'llhich it had been br ought about . . 

.. The Declaration of Human Rights ha~ been n help and an inspiration'. to _those who 

·wo~e com.ng of age at the time of its adoption, but it wus not the sole cause of _ the 

:progress made, especially the liberation .of the African peoples . Events s ince 1948 had 

shown that tlllil had progressed only through struggle . Men of ·goodwill had drafted _th~ 

principles of the Deciaration, but other s hod striven £or th~ triumph 0£ those P:l-'inci~les, 

-sobetines by shedding thoi:r .blood, The discussion could not _be academic, The .r.iost 

~porto.nt f actor was tho challenge to huoon rights . Whonev~r one people wish_ea to 

do.cinato anot.ner, ono relig10:11 to er~d1co.tc ·0:11other, or one class to sµl;)Juga1;e anothor , 

thoso r ir:-ts were n1::gatea. ' The proclOJ;l8.t1.on of hut\D.n rights could not,be separated 

from man ' s struggle to win r espect for principles . In actu.n.1 f act, rights were· not 

granteo; · they had t o be won. 
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The. Conference was oeoting et a t:i,me when ~en were being denied their rights and 

when intornationnl o.ssor.1blies h:3.d foiled to create 'the ·proper stioulus for· bringing 

abo~t the necessary progress . Econonic and so-~ial rights wer~ natural rights, · but they 
' Yere_ threat~ned and infringed by force and _violence. That. was why individuals and 

peoples often had also to rcs?rt to violence to obtain respect for those rights . 

The Conference nust not give vent to hatred, but roru.ities must be taken into account . 

It wus impossible to talk about hunnn rights without speaking of ·apartheid'and r efer;ing 
, .. 

to the -Portuguese territories, Zimbo.bwe, Cuba, which. was defending its right t~· exist • 

ru1d to Gchieve a better society, or V1et-Nan, .wher e ·a people had risen up 1n the south 

to choose .the government it desired. Nor was it possible to ignore -the Palestine 

question, which the Confercnc0 would have occasion to discuss if it wo.s included in the 

o.gendJJ.. 

The iUgerian delegation wou1d .bo plensed if the Tehcrah Co~feronce adopted u 

declaration taking account of_ developfilents in the past twenty years . Sna.11 States trl.ght 

then take_ heart and par ticipate LIOre villingly in United Nations work in the hur.18.n 

rights field . 

There vould oJ.wnys be i:1en capable of sacrificing the.G1Selves for their convictions~ 

Martin Luther King had fallen victill to the sa.oe reactionary forces as those which had . 

killed Gruidhi, Ltl.lJU.Clbo. and Guevara. However, convictions oust. be affirmed and 

propagated. _He r ecru..led the realistic counsel he hud received a't the beginning of his 

career: . nspeeches Cll.!l change conYictions, but they have never altered a vote11 ; today, 

he was asking of the Conference nothing other than its conviction. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

.ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (item 8 of the provisional agenda) 

The PRESIDENT invited the Confere~ce to consider the first report of the 

Genertl Cor.llil.tteo (A/CONF. 32/20) chapter by chnpter. 

Chapter I. Organiz~tion of the Con~ercnce 

Chapter I was adopted withcut comment, 

Chapter II. Adoption of the agenda 

Mr. KANYEIHAMB.ti. (Ugandn) said he could not agree to the anendrJ.ent to itet1 

11 (c) suggested by the General Comr.ri.ttee in paragraph 7 of its repoi:t · He proposed 

that the original text should be . retained. 

The PRESIDENT put the proposal of .the representative of_ Ugc.nda to the vote. 

The proposal was · adopted by 28 votes to 17; with 13 abstentions . 
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_\.-}::\, .' . · , Mr, AWAD MOHAMED (United Arab Republic) , · explo.ini~g his vote, pointed out 

· ; , · ·.//: that :h~_had pr oposod the oi:lehd!:lent in the .:General Cotllllittoe because, since apartheid 

:-:;_: ; • __ :· .. \ wns·. worse than .~Y' slavery and could entail sanctions, the two matters deserved separate 

·"i ( :.\ ·\t~ea~ont . . Hovever, owin~ .. to tho objections rc.i~ed by th.e reprosonto.tive of Ugan~, 

·F /.~-: ':'.';_h~ h?c{ himself ~so ;oted ·for the rctenti9n of t he original text , 
: -• . . . . ,. 

,t, I ~ • • ~~;.;~• .. -'.'> .; Chapter II , o.s amended, \ms adopted. 

~·:· .-.·. ,-.··.< Cful.ptcr III . il.locntion of o.gend.o. iteos 
. ... .. . . . . 
,: ... ~-. : ~- Chapter Ill was adopted without conncmt. 

The noeting r ose o.t 6.45 p.n. 

' ' 

• I 
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In· the absence of the President, Mr . Casal (Argentina}, Vice-Presiden~, 

took the Ohair. 
' 

··_SPECIAL MESSAGES ADDRESSED TO THE CONFERENCE 

At the President 1s r equest, Mr . SCHREIBER (Executive Secretary of the · 

Conference) read out the text df rncss·o.ges received from the Prime Minister of Afghanistan 

~d the Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union§.( 

REVIDJ OF THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED AND IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED, AT 
.-, THE INTERNATIONAL, RIDIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVELS, _IN THE FIELD OF HUM.AN RIGHTS SINCE THE 

iillOPTIOU AND PROCLAMATION OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 1948, 
: PARTICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDERTAKEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS A.ND SPECIALIZED 

AGENCIES (agenda item 9) (A/CONF . 32/4,- .A/CONF . 32/5 ,and Add . l, A/CONF.32/7 and A1d ,l 
and 27 A/CONF. )2/8-10, A/CONF .32/12, .A/CONF . 32/13 and Corr. I , A/CONF.32/16, 
A/CONF.32/L .9-L. ll) (continued) · · 

EVALUATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF METi-IODS AND TECHNIQUES EMPLOYED Ill T'rlE FIELD OF 
-· HUMAN, RIGHTS AT THE INTERNATIONAL AND REnIONAL LEVELS (agenda item 10) (A/CONF .32/6 

and Add , l) : . 

·(a) INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS: CONI/ENTIOHS, DECLARATIONS .AND RECOMMENDATIONS ; 
· (b) . IMPLEMENTATION MACHINERY .AND PROCEDURES; 

- (c) EDUCATIONAL MEASURES; 

:(d) ORGANIZATIONAL AND INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 
General debate (continued) 

Mr . PANT (In<µo.) said that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was a· 

·. C:rystallization of values and concepts that. vere t he common heritage of mankind. Since 

· i ts adoption in 19~, the United Nations and the specialized agencies had made 

- spectacular progress in t he field of codification. The last twenty years ho.d also 

i.dtnessed the retreat of imper~alism and colonialism, a trend of which the United 
Nations o.nd the ~pecit<l.l zed agencies might, just:cy reel proud . Furthermore , many of the 

principles of the Universal Declaration hud been written into the Constitutions of 

several newly emergent nations . 

Tho time had come for a stocktcld.ng of. the situation and the conclusion must be 

., that the battle for human. freedom ru,d digni ty ho.d yet. to be won . For the first time in 

histot?', tnD.nkind was in a position to meot the . basic material requirements of_ all, yet 

the world was faced with the widening gap between the developed and the developing 

countries . The.A'ulf'ilnlont of human· rights in the modern world could not oe achieved 

·without economic and social developnent . At the present time, economic disparities 

were growing not only within States but also betveen groups of States, thus adding to 

global disharmony and tension. The process of development depended not only on the 

Y :The text of these messages appears in the Final Act of th_e Conference, annex III, 
Q and R. 
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removal -of inteirnal ·caU:s~s of poverty but also on_ the pattern of international economic 
: . . 

relations. There was thus a close relationship bet~een human rights mid international 

economic . relations , There was thus a cl~se relati~nship between human rights and . 

international trade. Like · peace , prosperity was ult imately indivisible." The human 

being, who stood at the heD.rt of the process of dev:elopment, was often lost ·sight of in 
. ' 

abstract generalizations or statistics, yet man was crying oht fo'r 'the basic necessit ies -··. 

of life and his fundrunental right to human dignity. 

He wished to pay his respects .to the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, whp had 

lived aI?d died in the crusade against prejudice_, fear an~ hatred of man by man. It was 

on men or "good will, like Dr.- King' that 'human rights must depend for thei_r protection. 

and support . Such men were t~ be found in every part of the world and it was to them 

that the Conference must address itself. 

He expressed his condemnation of the · gross violation of human rights perpe~rate? 

in various p-~ts of the world as _ a deliberate exercise of State power. ~he spirit of 

Nazism was 'still alive and found ready a·cc~mplices in the rulers of Pretoria, Salisbury: · 

and Lisbon. India's stand against colonialism and all forms ·o'f racial discrimination~ 

including apartheid, was a matter of common khowledge. His country had been a pioneer 

in the world-wide crusade against those evils, both inside ~nd outside the United 

Nations , and he therefore felt entitled ·to appeal to the conscience of all those who 
_, . 

still associated in one way or another with the authors of that particular cr:i.l!ie against 
\ . -humanity. He also wished to recommend that the Conference should consider effective 

sanctions to bring down the regimes which ~ractised apart~eid. 

The last two decadee had also been marred by local conflicts in various parts of 
the world. Wa.r was.the greatest violation of . human rights, in that it created a climate 

in which· their partial or whole.sale curtailment became inevitable. · The world had also 
' . 

had to contend with the atmosphere· of the coid war, in which every human rights issue 

had tended to be clouded by- political consider~tions: Human rights had been a 

casualty of political instability, and f3:"eedom of expression in inany parts of the ·worid 

had been · thr.ottled. Those conflicts _ had left in their wake t:remendous probl~ms or' ' 
. ,. 

resettlement and recon~tru:ction. _The problem .of the Palestine r~[.igees was a blot on 
. . (. . " 

the conaci~nce . of mankind and the continued :·occupation of Arab te~ritori~s .by I_~rael ip 

defi~~e .of the r
0

esolutions of the United Nations constituted ·a fiagrant denial of t·he 

rights of' the inhabitants of thos~ territories_. _The sit~ation called for ~edi~te . 

rectif{cation along the _lines laid douri in those resoli:itions . . 

I • •. 
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, :.HE! · als~ t'.n.sh~'d · to draw. attention• to 'tli~ situ~tio~ of ~he · people of Ti bet; whose 

~, .. ·:_,_·· .f~dament al °i-ights\.ere ~eing' ruthiess]y -~~ppressed.' ' rt was high time that the -
. . . . 

:::! civilized natio~s .of the 'World considered.the tragedy of Ti bet, where a peace-loving 

\::, -~eople were slowly ,being liquidated by rui authorHarian regime. 

· · The Indian c ~ristitution exemplified his country's total commitment to the cause 

.\ · of- human rights. India v~s the home of many races , languages and religions, and of 

.·. ~ ,. ' 

:.'/ ... people at · different s tages of· social and cultural growth. Nevertheless, the Constitution 

~, - guaranteed· equal rights to all and provided constitutional and judicial r emedies . . ., . 

;',• __ :against any infraction of those rights . It also gave recognition to the rights of 

:.· _-:~ cultural, . linguistii! and religious minorities and directed State action towards the 

-.,~.,-, dev·elopment of the backvard elements of the community. 
. . . ~ . . . The political eystem was 

. ·, ···· ~ased on .universal adult franchise and the judiciary was ind~pendent . There ~as 

_-., ·. freedom of :he Pre~s and within the rule of law evecy ci~iten was guaranteed the 

: \/: right_ ?f dissent. · In matters of economic _and social development India 'Was dedicated 

~-.:< _to· achieving a well- bala_;iced economy· \lhich ~ would ensure a r~sing l evel of l:Lving f or 

,_. : ·. -the entire populati .on. Without claiming spectacular progress by hie country , he 

i :·:. w.;ished to state t~at at least it had clear:cy perceived its goal. In his view, the 

.. :- ... achievement of complete_ equality before the law and freedom from discrimination f or 

_('.·~ ~--. all members of the ne.~ onal communi-ty x:epresented the first stage in t he establishment 

··:_-..;_: of a harmonious world order . - . 

·. : .. '. . · ·. :. The Conferenc·e was also conc~rned Yith a review of international machinery for 
. . . . . . . ; . 
. ':..;· . easurin:g · the universal observation · of human rights. The wor l d had already reached 
,. ' ~ . 

:-:·: . the stage ·vher e even t hose who showed little respect for the provisions of the 

·: ': . ~niversal Deqlaration in practice, re.rely questioned its .authority in principle . 

~ ·· ·. N~tions no longer insisted on the classical interpretation of the doctrine of domestj c 

--.. ·· jurisdiction. The .theory tha'.t internation~ lav v~s confined to governing relations .. .. 
·· among States had been eroded and individuaJ.s had cl early energed as subjects of 

internationa:i law. Nevertheles·s , ·the introduction of international enforcement 

machinery would ·natu.ral'.cy- depend on the willingne~s of ~tates, to accept inter'na.tiona.1 

·r ·egulation in human rights . .The recommendations of the Conference would undoubtedly 

.. serve as a guide for future action and it· was therefore essential to ~onsider carefully 

what dire~tion inter~a.tional efforts should take. At the present stage he. mer ely vished 

/ . t~ .s~ge~t that~ action ~aken should c~ the. suppor t of the greatest majority of 

. . ·;the nations of · the world. The international community was already engaged in various 

, .. · e:xperilnent~ · measures in the field of implementation. Ther e would not be much point in 

I . 



adding . to \he . number of existing agenci~·s -~;i·~ :·t~~ir :. r ~~e h~d . bee·~ -;~riy evaluate~ ·. o/ : .. ~ / 
. . ' '•. •. . \ . . ·,: ,·, . 

in adopting premature measures which might ·. 1?re·ak d0wn in ·practice.:·. 

In cnncluslon, he Wished to make a 're·w ~uggestio~s to help th~ Conference · in i t s ._:•:'.·:;? 
\olork. In his v:iew, the Conference should (1) · urge 'the comp~tent United Nations . bodies ·_·.; ·.:· :;'. 

' . . . 
to c_omplete their i,ork of codification; (2) call upon States to· ratify as soon as ,.' "-

possible the · international instruments t o which they had ·not yet acceded; (3) ·consider ~, .· · ::-· 
. . .. ~ . : ' : 

ways of strengthening the methods , and techniques ~ready employed ·by the' United Natic;is'· · · 

for .the s upervision of human right s 'throughout tl:ie world ; ·(4) examine specific lines 
. . ' . . . .. . ' . , 

of ~et ion by individual States to ensure the protectiqn of human rights within their · · .. --. · 

borders by . appropriate constitutional, legal ana··administ;1'ative safeguards; · (5) -urge .... , <··: 
States tci foster respect for human rights _ in the minds :.6r' the younger generation _t h~~ugh:, · .··: 

education; (6) express its total coromitment to rapid econ~mic development of the . · ·: .-:·. 
'• . 

emergen~ ~ations and to a corresponding reorientation of the terms of trade and aid. and 

the flow of resources; (7) con~ider the creation at- the appropriate time of a United 

Nations body 'responsible for ' human rights, to . take over the responsibilities of the 

Econo~c and Social Council; (8 )' recommend to the United· Nations and ::its competent·: 
... 

bodies the need for an effective programme of vorld-wide publicity and mass education -. :: ; ;. 
. . . .. . . .. . l· 

in the field of human right:;;; (9) direct its moral authority towards the :µnmediate ... ::,.: ,> 

eradication ·of · ap·artheid and colonialism; . and (10) re:::ommend a programme. of rAi::P.m-ch • · ·:, ::_:_ 
. .'. . . . '~; . ·,' 

into neu .pr<?blems of human rights. posed by the advance · of technology • .' . .. , 

Mr. HAKIM (Lebanon) expres~ed his gratitude to the host country , ~'IJhlch .had ~ ' · .,·. . . . ... . \.., ' ~ . 

made remarkable progress in the' f~elds of yuman rights and econ_omic development . , ; .. : :, .- . -~ __ /'. 

His owr{ country Is concern for human rights and fundamental freedoms stemmed . from . _.· . .. ~:< 
. . . . .. 

the ·very nature of the Lebanese community and. the very essence of its ·constitution. 
. ~ .. ·.,· 

The :fundamental freedoms of conscience,. worship; expression, political democracy and . . · : 

social and economic liberty ~ere ' the basic· .c~nditions of individual life and n~tiona/ ·('::.:·\ . 
• s ·, •• 

progress in .Lebanon. His country was deeply ·cC?mmitted to· 'the promotion of re~pect for · .- . ; 

human rights and their universal recognition and observance. Lebanon had played its · , :' · .': .. t 
part in ·the i,'x-eparation of the Universal. Declaration of H~an Rights and ~ther •. /.: .;·, 

' • ', . 1 . ~ • ·• ,• instruments adopted by the United Nations. :· . ; .. 

· . The •Universal Declaration was one of the greatiest achievements of the United · ·:· t 
Nations • .. · Its wide. use as a basis for · national legislation and the extent to which it : : .. : , :' 
ha.er. ~~eri i~voked ·ey, people all over · t .he world_ were sufficient testimony to the high ; : ... '... · .. ·;-:. 

. . . . . . . . j . . • . . . , ·•:. regar4 .in wnich i~ was held. It had been used _oor the elaboration ·or declarations, · , . . · · ·· 

conventions and covenants that constituted an impressive contributiqn to the body of 1
• ,:<··:: 

internation~ la"1 . In particular, he wi~hed to :draw . attention to ·the principle of · ... : // 

. ~ .. : . : ... ... 
·:~ .. :-:':. ·~ ·. . ' . 
: ;,_~. -·;.,. . . • . ,,..: . : . . 
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non_-discrim.ination, which · h~d become the s.ource of several important international 
- ' . 
:~ . .'1nstrum~nts, the chief of which was the Declarat ion and Convention on the Elimin~tion 

or ·a11 Forms of Racial Discrimination. That work of elabor ation of articles of the 

,. _Universal Declaration should continue with a view to establishing a body of well

defined norms of . international behaviour . 

It had been ~ gued that ~nternat ional instrume~ts on human rights were not enough , 

--sin~e there still remained . the question of implementation. It was essential to 

- recognize the l imitations of the international ~~mmun:ity in that respect. National 

· . : · .. s<?vere~gnty- rern.'ained the. dominant factor in international relations and the United 

·Nations Charter itself embodied tne two princip~es of sovereign equality of Member 

.:/ . _States and non-intervention in .their domestic affairs . In the l ast analysis reliance . , ' ... 

\. 

had to be pla~ed on international co- op~ration and the pressure of world opinion i~ 

- ~rder to.make progress in the matter of implementation. The Lebanese delegation wns 

, prepared to consider ~ny proposal for the cr~ation of international machinery for . . 
-' · implementation. ~ts· effectiveness and its limitat ions would have to be examined and 

I 

an. answer found to t~e question whether it would have greater effect on Governments. 

than deb~tes in the United Nations and the pressure of publi~ opinion. At the 

present stage it might be pre~erable to work _for t he improvement of national machinery 

.. o.nd insti~ution~ for the effective protection of human rights . The Conference could 

recommend ways of improving existi ng national machinery and pr ocedures , . or t he 

'..- _establishment of ne1.1 _ institutions . The purpose of such reforms should be to provide 

appropriate arrangements for the investigation of c~mpl aints regarding .the denial of_ 

human right~ and the provision of r edress . Articles 7 and 8 of t he Universal 

. · Declaration could be elaborated into a declaration ~d/or convention on the provision 

' of effect.:ive national remedies for violation~. of human rights . 

' There were two categories of rights in the Universal Decl~ation: civil and 

~ poll tic al .. ~ight s on t~c one hand, and e~.o~omic ,- social ~d cul tural rights on the 

other . In December 1966, the General Assembly had adopted internat ional covenants for 

~ach of them: Article 22 of the Universal Decl ~ation clearly indicated the link 
•' , , 

bet~een human rights and economic :development . The developing c~untries needed to 

provide the or ganization and resources necessary for the realizat ~on of the econqmic, 
social· and culturi:11 d.ght.s , indispensable to human dig~ ty . Those object ives cou1d be 

a~hieved not on1y through .nat~onai eff?r ~s by the developing countries themselves but 

, . -~ also th;rough in~e:rnationa.1 co-operation. · 
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. . 
The Universal Declaration and theDeclaration' on the Granting of ·Independence .. to 

Colonial Countries and Peoples had had a great impact ori the w1.:>rld. The right of . all 

peoples to self-determination was now generally recognized· wd ?s a r~sult the character 

and structure of. international relations had been modified. The great importance of 

t hose two Declarations lay in the ideas they embodied, fo~ vhich men such as 

Dr. Martin Luther \J<ing were prepared to · fight and die. Men demanded freedom and justice, 

and sooner or l ater they obtained them • . It.was therefore most important to continue . . 
. . 

defining and propagating human rights and fundamental_ freedoms. Many . new- nations had 

been born in Africa, Asia and Latin Aroerico., · and the struggle for self-determination ' 

was still going on in-m3!JY parts of the world: The peoples of souther~ Africa were 

fighting against colonialism and apartheid and wot;ld eventually win their right to 
freedom and 0quali ty. · 

In the -Middle East the Arabs of Palestine were struggling for their human rights, 

first ~d :foremost the right tc self-determination. He did not propose to discuss 

the Arab-Israel . confUct with, which the Security Council and the Gener::ll Assembly had ··. 

been dealing. · He felt bound, however, to call attention to· the denial of human rights 

to the Arabs of Palostin0. Their struggle £0r freedom under the British Mandate and 

after the Second World Wn.r-had been frus t rated by colonialism and Zionism. Israel 

continued to deny the right of self-determination to the Arabs of Palestine: rhe 
' erection of the Stute of Israel in 1948 had result ed in the expulsion _of the majority 

of the Arabs of Palestine from their ancestral horoel2.nd. Those uho had remru.ne'd were 

considered second-class citizens and suffered £rom various forms of discrimination. 

Again in 19·67 alJnost half a million, Ar abs had been driven from their homes e.nd the 

territories occupied by the Israel armed forces. · Twice in a life-time maey Arabs had 

been £orcGd to become r efugees . 

Article 13 -of the Universal Declaration accorded-everyone the right to leave aey 

country, · including his own, and _to return · to his country. On 11 December 1948 the 

General Assembly had adopted c'\ r esolution on the Palest ine question offering the Arab 
. I 

refugees the choice of rctPrning to their homes or rec0iving compensat ion for ·the 

property they had left behind. · 'fha.t right to ropo.tria.tion or compensation had been . 

reaffirmed every year for the last twenty years. After the June 1967 'lfar ,- the 

\ 

Secu:ri ty __ Council and tho General Assembly had confirmed the right of t he new refugees· 

to ·return to their homes in I'srael-occup~ed •territory, bu_t Isra~l had denied .the Arab · 

refugees that right-. Israel had als0 violated the human rights of the civilian 

l>opu1o.tion in occupied territories . 'i'here had been. numerous cases of nrbitrary arrest, 
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: . . 'detont~~n _and exile and ther e had been much do.stru'ction of Arab property. During ·its 

-<: <· .: l t>.test scss~o~, in February 1968, the Commission on Human Rights had called on ·rsrael 

i: ·-i ·:····=· to. re~pect. the ··right; of ~he Arnb inhabitants of the occupied territories and to refrain 

\\;,{_·· ,from destroying their property. 

;·~/.\ , .'· -· 'the q .. 1.estion. fncing the Conference wus whet her any occupying authorit y was free to 
,. . ,: . . 

:- ;,_.:,_·-;-:· disregard the human right s_ of the civi-lian populn.tio11 under its temporary j urisdiction, 

t; ·-,.-: The Universe.l Declnration did not mt1lcc DJ'\Y exccpt~ons for colonial rule or military 

}:.··:·'.-:-occupation ·or . even for conditions of war . The value of human rights was absolute and :-•. :· .. 
-~: ~ :- ~id 1:ot depend on the particular situation of the persons or peoples concerned. The 

\ ''. : : ; dcI?:o.i of hUJ1to.n rights to a people by u foreign Government wa.s even more serious and 

·. :'- ·_': .. do.ngerpus th:m the denial of rights to people by thoir own Government, since it 

:.:;._ ·
1 

•. /_· ;~ntm.nod ·the !'eeds ,of confli~t betw~en peopl es: It endruigered the maintenance of 

··::::. ·: __ :. ;' ?,-ntornationnl pe:ace and security; that was why colonial rule had been condemned. 
,. . .. • . •• • t • 

;: · .. . · · The grentcst success in the_ f ield of hum~ rights in th~ past twenty years had 

/ ,.· -:._· · been the nut:ional liborntion of the peoples of the Third World: The United Nations 
'.~ . '; . 

·:~ _'· ·. ' had made n hi_storic contribution in helping to speed up tho process of decolonizo.tion 
. : ~ . . . . . 
: .. , · _: . o.nd more · thnn ho.lf- its Member ·_States· wore newly ind0pendent nations . _Important tasks 

':~:. ·.. ha~ still to be_ carried out . The remcining · coloniul territories should be helped to 
~:,' .· achh:vo. independence . · Rncii-.1 'discrimination and its extreme form of apar theid should 

: ) :. ·:· ~c eliminated. · Internat i onal · co- operation should be intonsified so as to· secure 

\<·' . :·grentor respect for ~oliticol a nd ~i vil .rights overywhc:X..e ond to help. tho de~':lloping 
. ,. ! . . . 

.. . .-· : co~ntries in pnr~icular to C'.chicve -a. higher l evel of economic , social and Cl~lturnl 

-:-' · .. -:: righ~s . 

• Mr . VALTICOS (Intornntionnl Labour Or gani~ation) said that , etftor fifty yoars 

·_.i. : :· :spent' in protecting ma1:Y ot t4s rights set out in the Universa3=, Declaration and the 

· ·"· International Covenants on:Humo.n Rights, the International Labour Org~nisati0n (ILO) 

· } · · ' W/J.S -well aworG that tho conditions in · which ~en lived could not be transf'ormed in a 

. . • ·yee.r or oven in a generation. Although the ILO had many impressive achievern~nts to its 

:.credit , it was f ully conscious of the magnitude of the task still to be perfonned. I _ . . 

· As eer~ ns 1919, the original text of the ILO ·Constitution had stated that · 

·' : "~niversal ru:d lasting peace can be established only if it is based on social justice
11 

I 

~nd hnd· listcd the fields in which 11c.tion i.rn.s n~cossary to counteract injustice, poverty 

and privation. A Declaration adopted in .Philadelphia in 1944 and i ncorpor ated in the 

:_. ~ILO Constitution st~tcd that "labou; is not o. commodit~", t hat "freedom oi expression 

and of association are essential to sustained progr ess;'. and tho.t 11poverty e.eyvhore 

. .... .. 
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,onstit~t~: •~:~rer to prosperity ev~h;re': ••. it -~ phaiiZ~ iTii,articulai- th•' ,,, ,; : i' 
11all human ·beings, ·irrespective of race, ·c_reed · or sex~ ·have .the •r:i.g'ht to ·pursue, .. . · 

toth their material . well-being- and their ' spiritual development in co~di tions "of . 
. . . . . / . , . . . . : . 

freedom and :dignity, of economic security and equal opportunity:11 and that it . was in. 

the light of that · fundamental objectiv~ that ··national and fnternation'al . ;co.nomic .and · .><;,. · 
. - ' ' - . . ·. 

financial policies and measures should be viewed. 

Iri addition ·to their moral weight, such decl~ations 'could have legal: val~e; ·· 
. . 

. . 
particularly wpen ~hey were incorporated in constitutional :texts. · They had enabled 

the ILO to take .vigorous action ·1n certaln· fields • .'. In 1964; the International Labour ·:: · ,' 

Conference, in a Declaration on tne Policy of ipart heid in. the South African Republic, 
, . . 

had reaffirmed its condemnation of that racist _policy and ·had approved a deteile~: .. 

programme to .eliminate the policy of apartheid in connexion with labour questions •. _ 

The Di~ector~General had sin'ce presented a spe~ia.l r eport · .on the ·. subj~ct to ea~h . 
- ' 

session or· the International Labour Conference, proposing the positive measures which . , , : . :· · · 

vould be neces;~ should there be a change in the . situation in South Africa,' in qrder .. ~ : . . 
. . . ' .. . . . · . , 

that economic ·~nd social life should continue i~ a s?ciety which resp~cted the freedom 

and equa1i ty of all human beings. . The fourth . report was to appear in Mcy • 1968 and . ·. 

vould deal with '. the question of apartheid against the background of the international 
... ' 

action undertaken 'during Human Rights Year. The IIfr 1,muld continue to impress , on .·. · 

public opinion, · both inside and outside South Africa, the :~ece~sity and possibility of 

a dirferent ' policy, which alone ~ould lead t~ a peac~ful solution. 

Concerted international action must be based on more t han principles, however, 

and the . ILCr had therefore tried to express those principl~s in intern.ational instrument~ 
• • • • • • 4' 

vhich \.TOUJ.d' CTQ ~te f'orrnal obligations on tho part . or t he States which r£;ttifie d them . 

It ha.d formulated' some 130 different Conventi ons and.·an equal number of . rccommendstions · 

intended :to .guide t he social policy of its Member States, ·thus constituting an 

international: labour code. Those Conventions had obt~ned nearly 3; 400 ratifications 

and 1,200 dec,larations of applicat~on to different ·territories ; Six of them, which 

had receivecf an average of seventy-seven ratifications, referred to fundament3:l rights~ ' 

the conventions of 1948 and 1949 on ' freedom . of associ~tiori for t~ade union purposes, : 

those of' .19.30 and 1957 on forced labour·, that of 1951 on equal remuneration f or men 

and women . and ,t hat of 1958 on discriminat ion in emp;t.oyment and occupat'ion. 

It ·was ' ~ot enough, however,' for .conventions t0 be ratified; they had also t,, . be 

impiemented :: The ILO had therefore ins~ituted a system of supervision ·which included · · 

h 1dures £~r- the s ubmission ;;,f complaints · and · for the exa:inination of periodic reports rroce · •_ . . 

· .... .. 
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by Governments. Moreover, special machinery for the prot ection of trade union rights 

-·· had ~een set up in 1950, in agreement with the Economic and Soci al Council; it enable~ 

comple~nt s tote examined even when · they concerned States vhich had not r atified the 

-·. relevant conventions . The generRl principl~ _of supervisi on was that i t .coilllll.anded 

general respect und was exercised accurately , impartial].y and efficiently. 

Supervision machinery, however; was not sufficient to overcome the economic or 

·administrative difficulties encoun{er cd by States in e nsuring the pr0tection laid down 

by internat i onal standards . For instance, certain countries, in an effort to speed 

up their development, had fel t . it necessnry · to limit vari ous human r ights such as 

freedom of associ ation and freedom.of work . The ILO had in those cases suggested vays 

~ reconciling freedom and efficiency. 

With regard 'to technical co-operation, the action of the I LO had been devoted to 

the ~roblems of developing countries. I n 1969 it was to l aunch a world employmnet 

programme, with the aim of giving all men the ·, opportunity to contribute to the develop

ment of t he society in which. they lived and. to enjoy t he fruit of that development . . ' 

. The programme \lould be designed to prevent the expression "human r i ghts:1 becoming ·a · 

mere formula for those vho had no possi bility of obtnining remunerntive and product ive.. 

employment . 

The 110 had also i nstituted a progr8Dll'lle of. education·, inf.--rmation and action to 

' ~ain r ecognition of the principle of non-discrimination i n employment and occupation 

and to promote equality of opportunity and treatment, not only in the countries which 
deliber ately practised discrimination and racia.J,. sogregation ·but a.ls~ in those in which 

·, __ discr imination arose from prejudi ce nnd was often the res;1lt of s0cial and economic 

· differ ences • 

. The 110 r eo.lized tho necessity for concortod action at . both t he nati onal. o.nd t ho 

intEJrnl\tional .. level. There were no priorities i n human r ights ; 1111 should advance 

together to achieve balanced economic and s..-:,cial development·. The IJ . .O had therefore 
. . / . 

welcomed the Unitad Nations acti<;>n on hurno.n rights e.nd:was determined· to give it its 

undivided suppor t . ·In t wo r esolutions aaopted in 1966 and 1967, the Int ernat ional · 

Labour Conference had undertaken to ensure its c~,ntinued co- oper~tion with the-United 

Nations in tho.t r espect. It had welcomed ~he adopt i on of the International Covenants 

· ·on Human Rights , noting that some of their pr0visi "ns were directly related to questions 

\iiihin the competence of the ILO. It had i nvited tho Sta.tos momoor s of the organization 

to study the possibility of r atifying the International Covenants on Human Rights and 

of ratifying and implementing the conventions on human rights adopted by the 110 as soon 
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:!S possible: It had rcq;1csted employers I and w°-r~ers( .organizations to :intensify the;i.r . · 

effort.s to ~chieve the aims of the Universal Declaration and had decided -that, as soov· 

as the Covenants C?.-.ll\G into force, they · would be ta.1.<:en · into ·account it: the ILQ'~ - future 
. . 

work. It had expressed its s atisfc.e:tion that the Dh•c.:;tor - General of the International 

Labour Office should rnnke tho action of ILO in :corincxion with humtin rights the theme of'. 
his report ~o the next session of th0 Conference in June 1968; 

Tht: ILO' s contribution to the common W)rk of' pratecting and promoting human ·rights 

could be valuable in that i t ho.d bEJen dealing with vo.ri0us n_spects of those rights ·ror· -

maey years. While the Covenants specified tho.t t,hey ~id not affect the r_esp-onsibilities' · 

and procedures of the specialized o.gencics, they allo"ii0d for the possibi3:ity of those · . · 

~gencie~ ma.king o contribution to _the implementati on proced~u-0. The ILO w.-:iuld indeed 

contribute wh~leheartedly to the implementation of -~he Covenants and to all United . 
Nations ·action in the sphere of_ human rights. At a time when the -~progress _of science , 

and technology increased the dangers but also the -hopes for humanity, when -the evolution . , .· 
. i . •. . 

of economic nnd social systems· and men's aspirations to a better life often posed old · ·· 

probloms in new terms, it would be impossible to devote too muGh effort, to such 'a task. 

Governments,_ international organizations~ organizations representing u0rkers, employers 

and various sectors nf cnliehtened opin"ion should all crmtri buto to it ui th determination 

and a sense of responsibility. 

·tte hoped that the present Conference would be an important milestone in mankind's 
struggle for peace, justice and freedom •.. 

Mr. RESICH (Poland) s:i.id that, as was stated in document A/C0NF. 32/5, .the 

events of the Second World War had r esulted in particular importance being ·attached to · 

human rights and fundamental freedoms. · For the first t ime in the history of his count ry, 

.a lasting foundation hnd been laid for the protection of human rights ·and fundar.iental 
I 

freedoms in· the political, economic, social and cultural spheros. • Polish legislation . 

was indeed often in advance of· the work undertaken by t he United· Nations in th~t field • . 

It was r egrettable that the ~fforts of the .United Nations and of many countries 

were ,still encountering obstacles which· were hindering, -. and in some cases preventing, ·. 

the realization of those rights: The United Nations should not only adopt instruments 

to guarantee humnn rights, but should contribute to t ~e est:ablishmcmt of a political 

climate suitable for their implementation_. ThG_ most noble legal principles could not 

become effective so long as brutal violence of ·the rights of the individuals went 

unpunished. The. American aggression in Viet~Nam, the sufferings to wbich · the Ar~b 

refugees_were subjected and that by a people which had itself been a vict im of 
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·"; · -: Nazism· - tnc defiance of :ttie Gover nments of . South Africa- and Port'.lgal and the r aci~t . . ... 
·: · · ~e£1m~ in S011thern Rhodesia; as also the ro.ci_al s e~rcgation practised in t he united 

·:'·~";/ :~it~tcs, .me.de nny realization of human rights impossible and hampered United Nations 
' .. . ' . 

. : : : :. eff art s to protect . th131-.1. · 
·.::·,.,:. · .. . 
; -~ . . . . ' · ;rr declarations were to be more than mer e words and if r espect for humt:tn rights 

;_~ -:- :md f undmnental freedoms was :-.-eul}.y t0 b e o.chieved, it wns not e nough for t here to be 
,.:"'. ·. ... . . 
~;:, · .. a list of principles and legal stc.ndcrds or u supervi sory machinery. Mankind IDl'.s t be 

/· -~··;ssurad of such poll ticnJ., cconom.c end s ocic.l c,;,nditil')ns that the pr i nciples and 
,• . ~ . . 

·/.' i nstruments adopted by the Unit ed Nat ions would bocome not cnly the letter but also tho 
\ t . ... . .. - . . 
: _.· pro.ctica of ,the policy of a11 count ries . 

, :, 

1 
:,-!,: ·' , There was one basic weakness in Uni t cd Nations pract ice: e.ccess i on t o its vnrious 

.· ~--.: i~struments l,la·s limited to a certain ca-tegory of Stat es • . That ..ias incompatible wit h 
" ·. . . . . 
•, · · .. :the contemporary idea of internatiom1l l o.w , · particularly since t he instruments in 

f ' ' • • · . .. • 

:_ •: question were of hlliilaniturirui importance not on]y for States Members of the United ... ~ , . . 

:,-'.":./.Nations but for the whole -internatione.l community. Tho principle of t he equality of 

· ~: / nations and States was one of the fundrunental principles of the Charter. 

· ··· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights took into account not only rights o.nd 

/'._: f~~edoms in the tra:U.ti~nai meaning of the ~or~, . but nlso economic and social .rights . 

, . ·.··_-_Only by establishl;ng a close link b~twe~n economic, social and political guarantees and 

·., ·~:: · ie_g~ standards was it possible: to guarantee i'undamental human rights , 
. . - . 
, ; > .,. Pol o.nd ' s ·1egislation conformed to the stipulations of the Univer sal Declarati0n 

_: · · ;in _the matter of political, civil, ·economic, · social and ~11lturnl r i ghts . Its 
• • • r, ·• • • • • > .: .. Consti tut ion guarcmt eed oll the right s and fundanental froodoms of it~ citizens and 

.· . . •.· those guarantees ·were r eflected in detailed legislation. · -'l'ho new dro.ft Penal Code which 

· ,. ·.·: had · recent ly been suhmi tted t o tho Diet include d c. sepo.ro.te eh.a pt.er on c 1·imes ago.inst 

freedom of c~nscience and belief, and anot her on crimes against peace, humanity and 

, -international r elations . 

·The right• to work was fully assured. Social. insurnnco vas universal and ·froe , 

·: · ; '. . . '· :·: Those wer e but a few examples of the results achieved by Poland in the protection 

' :.: of . the r i ghts of its citizens . Those right s wor e ac:cordod also t o ·Polish citizens of , .. 
... ~-. othGr origins . · Pol and had always been tol erant 'of the na.tiono.1 oonvictions of its_ 

·:· citizens, and acc~r ded them equo.l right s and r oc~gnized their right t~ preserve their

·.-,· ·-' national,· culturnl or religious individuality: Th~t WC\S equally true of Polish citi zens 

-or Jewish origin, who c 0nsidered Poland their cou_ntry . Poland I S attitude t~wards 

:citizens of other no.tionru.i ties was ther efore fully in nccordanc.e with the principles 
.,, \ 

. \ 

• • • ~, I •· 
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11i;~~~i1i f i{}!if ll 
outlineq b{_the,'representative of ' Israel ·at .the'·fowth·::in~~ting:.i:.:it ·w~s-.~b;ious, r :; :_-:.f ··, ,·.,,. -:-_ 

• ,• • ,"' ' •• • : ,: ' . • • • .. • • • • • •, • • • • •,:• • • ; ' ; \,.. •• :, • ,; •• •• ,; • • • ' • •• ,••, .•I•: • ,: • • • • <• • • •.• 7 • : . • 

however, t~at ·.no, group of· cit,izens c_ould enjoy _the privileges· of a country ·without·_< ·:.<:>''.]•;;'. 

fulfilli~g-. their._. fundmnental · duti~s,~-~~~-ecialli. th~t · 6i;:i~y-~~;-. to ':thp. St.ate . .:,.: \_.: .. :::\:~ ,--~:: }'5 
• ,! • • • • • • • • \ • •-, • ',, • ,' ' • • • : • • I • ' • •, •• • ' • • ,~: • ." j 

In Poland, . :the work of the Sk.te we.s ·gradually:: being · t-11.ken. over·-by. the ·citizens .": . "'::•-·.':,, ·: 

themselves: .. · H~rce· the protection . ;f the ~ights ;f_. ih·e:-- ;e;p_:l~ was ~assing. i .rit~-- ~h~;~ -· ·/ .\~/:/; 
ownhana~:•:· . .:-;· _ . . _ , .. .- .' · ~ ..-:.· . ·_ ···: .. : ·. ·.· : . . :· .. _-__ ':, :/\\:: 

One of _th~ essential tn.sks. to .which the ·Conference•should give priority was · .the : ~- ·:--, .. :<·>:-
eliminati~h- or :tll forms of rnciul· ·aiscriminati~~:- D~sbit~ ···uru\,ers·ai :cond~~natioi-i' ~a_.·::;~ / t:· 
1.n~e~able res_o],utions by . the' deneral As~embly;'.'and the Securi ~y :Counc:ii, a~art~eid . _· ~).:\··:/.-::·!_ 
. . . . . . ·. ' ' . . . ·. . . · . . ' ~ . . . . . . . . · .. , ' . . . ' ': : , ~ .;·.' :-.: .. 
Crim~ aginst humanity - wcs still:the active·. poller of the Gcvernr.ient- of the rlepublic • ,_-_ _' ::,_-: ,_:_:;'· 

of" South. Afri6a; .. ·It i.:oul d not, howeve~,- ·s~ :·~bh. t~ d~ty -t~e pehpl~ ··or the';wh~~~ 'worid: ::::.-~~-.--\ 
were : it ri;t for ~its 'alliance with the ·last ··ch~pio~s>9f~ ~olo.nialism·. - · Portugai·a'nd ':tb.~-,'\ .. \/ 

• . , . '·, ••• ·- •.. • · .. . •· . : ., .. ' - , • ' · • •1: °'\'•:.: ... : \• 
racist regime -' in-Southern Rhodesia - and its close links ··with foreign monopolies, · ·. ·. · ·. _:_-·.' .•~' .::' 

• • • ' ,. • • • • , • • •• • • • • • • • ·.: • .,. • • • • • • : t : ··' :. • ••••• ·:; 

especia.;J..ly t _hose of the United .States,- the _Uriit~d -Kingdom and the Federal .Republic of:-~-~-~- : __ :, 
• • : \ • : • • • • • • •• ' : .. .. .' : • • .. • • • • • '✓-: ( , • :' : • • •• ;~. 

Gernany . . It w~."s . essential that · effective· · steps; inclu<D,.ng the · imposition Of ·-compulsory·. :·: ,:'.<'·>. 

ecori6mi~ ' ~:.mctio~s, should be tclrnn' :L~>n3dia t.Gfy-: by· thc> ink~a tio~ltl . communit/-~gcinst. :· ,'::, ~ :.'.:-\:: 
~pc.rth-:i<l .~<l th7'_t ~-h,~ economic "in·~·r .::s t s ~f'.- -~he. W~sto_~ ·,:0~0;~ ' ~n _ Sou:th ;·.rr\ca' ·s~~~~--:~~\/}'.j_: 
b.J vli..:Jinv:t.od. ·.·. , ·: . '"--." :···.·,<· 

. _: D~finite progress had been: achieved · in :decoloni~ation," th'anks to the pers~vering .. · ·.<•.': •:,~- :. 

efforts-· of · the j}nited Nations Alld : espe.ci~-]y 6~ .. -the ·: Spe~itl .Committ·ee .on th~ ' situatioti·i·::< ·~-;_:\ 
. . . . . ' . } . . , . . . ' ' :- . . . '. ·.: :• ' .... ,· ·. " ' 

with reg'nrd to t he· implementation :of , the Declara~ion on the ;Granting of Independence ·.,. ,.. ! ) · · -.,·. 

to C~ld~i~l . Countries nnd Peoples; of wb.i6h Po~and' ~~s.: n:ri . ~~ti v / member. .At ·. the Sar.I;.-:_:::\~;:_-:;:-.-:, 
time~ h;wev~r, efforts were being made;{o ;~~e~ f~r~i~~..- domi~~tion ·eith~~ in 6ther·: rorm~·<:-'~::::.\ 

or ;hro~~h- stre~gthe~ing the_ regimes in_ t!i~ ·:1a~t. b;~tio~s-· of- <:6{6n1_"a1is~ ~n :;fric~~ · : · .:-_ ./\) 
'. _'.Political independel}ce should.:be ac~omp~ed by ~conomic independe~~e :and. the ·>.::. :·.-~ ·:'., ( r 

so;ereignt,y_ of the people of the. ~o_u~try ov~r their . ~atural . ;eso~r6es. · . . . . . . . . :· ::":.'. ~~: ·/ t 
. ' . . . . . ' . . . 

. Th~ Convention-· on the Elimination· of Ali Forns · of Racial Discriminati~n 't:alled for >·:: :.\ 
· .. _: ·.· .. ... . .; ·. \ . . ~ .. -: .:·.· ~ .. · _· .... . . · . . . .·· : · .. : .. ~· 

the -condemnation :of discrimination in the legisJ/1tion or · all countries. 'In the spiri.t , ·-:· -;. ··.:: 

of ~hat ·con;ention, work had bee·n•-initiat~d to: prohibit the -Q-~ti~ties and' ~;opag~an 'of_~/.\'.; 
Nazis~ ~d . Fascisn/th~se dangero~;.· manifes't~L.~·ns -of . r ;ci~ni: :: The :importim~e, of t he· ·. · :-:, : :\.:' 

thre;t of Nazi .activity' which was clem-ly~· expre~s;d in' Gener~i . As~·emb1y ·resoluti~n<:· ' ~-·:-' \, \ ·,~. -~ 

2JJi:' (XXI~)" sh:ou~d not be disr~garded,~-e~pe~~all; in ·_the Fe~er,ai Republic . of · __ G~~e.ey·:,. _. ,,;:_\ .·L( 
. ·. In ·considering t he obst acle~ -to' .t ht: ·full ·reaiiza.tion of _-.h~an _r ~ghts, _an :e~sential :.: :· ;·_.: 

broblem , should -~ot be overlooked ..: that' of the punishment ·.,of. 'loiar ·crir.:iini:lls ' and pe_rsons , -:_>\·.·;:··: 
~i~y · of' : crimes -against ·hunani ty . . ·,That ~~~ wh~ : t~~ . Po~ sh· .d-~lega:C~on ~ad· sugg~s1ie~ t; ,'. i ':_ :.'.>\/ 

. . . ,. . . . .. 
. . , • 

·,. 
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the United· Nntions the ideo. of c:n interno.tionn.l convention on the period of limitat ion 

for the trinl of \.Tar crines and crimes :lg~inst hurn:'lnity, t-~ vhieh the twenty-second 

session _of the Generc-.1 -Assemb.ly h!\d rightly given priority. 

Another problem. which r eqt:ired rnpid soluticn was that of compensation for the 

victims of war crines nnd crimes :-:.g~inst hu.'!l:.~ni ty. ';.'wenty-three yep.rs after the end of 

· the Second World Wnr the q,.1esti0n hr..d mt ye·t been settled, There should be no 

': · ·. discrimination between the m!tiona~s of _one ~ountry or another but justice should be 

done to the nillions of victims t hrnughout the v~rld. 

·rt wns Pcilnnd which hfl.d prnposed the drafting of a declar:1tion, subseqnent]y 

adopted by the Coru.1.ission on the Sto.V·z of Woacn, which stated thnt discrimin~tion 
~ . . . 
-~gainst women constituttd nn offcnc0 cgainst human dignity nnd whicp includ0d several 

decisi~ps giving women rights of which they .had hitherto been deprived. Poland had 

also contributed tq the drafting· of the Decl~rntion of the Rights of the Child. 

'fhe adoption of the International Covenants on Human Rights, which guaranteed all 

turn.an rights and f undamental freedomo in the political, economc , social and cultural 

spheres, was the concrete eJ<I>ression of the principles of the Universal Declaration. 

Poland-had signed the Covenants and their principlos were ombodiod in tho Pollsr. 

Constitution end l egi slation. 

Recognizing the importance of economic nnd social rights, PolP..nd had agreed to act 

as host in 1967 ton United Nations seminar on the rea;I.izution of the economic 2nd 

social. rights proclnimed in the -Universal Declaration. The Polish and other delegations 

had subsequently submitted to the t wenty- fourth session of the Commission on HUI!lan 

· Rights n drdt resolution concerning the work of the United Nations on the realization 

of economic and social rights , whir.h was an essential condition of the realization of 
, ! ~ 

political ri_ghts . That question should bo one of the main subjects to be discussed by 

the Conferenco. 

His delegction considered that the United Nations should once o.gni.n call upon 
I 

States to_ratify and iroplom~nt the interndtional instruments for the protection of 

~uman· rights. Should there h~ a contradiction between the cl~uses of those instruments 

o.nd national legislation, the latter should be ~edified to confo:rra with the Covenants. 

If St~tes were to adopt suiteble l egislntivc , administrative, social and other measures 

t o guarantee the r espE:ct ~.nd prot.ect:.on of human rights and were required to make 

regular reports to the United Nations on the steps to.ken t o implonent the Covenants , 

the.t would provide a. suitable basis for the protection of human rights . 
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His delegati on woL~ld in due cp1:rsc present its views on the broad lines to be 

followed in future work on hur.w.n rights. He hoped that the Conference would transform 

worcic into · deeds, thc,t the: wor k a lrem.\y- begun would be continued Wit~ even greater \.. 

determination ·and that the sco1.l!'[I~ of human injustice which was the shamo of contenporary 
life would soon disap~en.r. 

Mr. FERNANDEZ ARTUCIO (Uruguay) sru.d· that his c~untry regarded the State as 

the institution designed to serve the moral, socinl, economic and cultural needs of' the 

individual and had never allowed the dignity of the human persqn to be used as a neans 

to achieve unworthy ends . It had accordingly supported all ~easures designed to protect 

the human person as a subject of domestic lmr and ::1s a subject of international l ew. 

The present Conference 2.fforded a gr eat opportunity .for (;lX@ining the progress made 

in human .rights and for outlining f uture prograromes for strengt hening them in the lig~t 

of the confrontation of various cultures and historical traditi0ns. 

Uruguay had made its cont r ibution to the progress so ffil' achieved nt all stages and 

at both the regional and the international levels. It had supported the vi~w.thut . 

declarations on numan rights should be placed under effective internation(tl jurisdiction. 

It had taken the lead in urging the authors of the Universal Declaration t o insist th~t 

human rights and freedoms should only be limited by l aus co11ducive to the well-being of 

a democratic society and in recognizing that the individual should have the right to 

refuse to belong to an associ~tion along with the parallel right of freedpm of association. _· 

At the fifth session of' the General Assembly it had suggested t hat the possibility of 

creating an office of High Cc:ra,'llissioner for Human Rights, to receive complaints from 

indi viduAJ.s or groups , should be considered. 

On the American cont inent, si.1ce the incorporat ion of the principles of the 

Der.laration of Chapultepec in the Charter of the Organization ~f American States, human 

r ights were being accepted as a proper subject of inte1;nationo.l law. • It was also 

understood that opproval of an inter-American agrceJent or convention fo r the pur pose of 

ensuring r espect for human rights did not violate the _pr inciple of non- intervention. 

It had been stated at the Conference that, while acceptable progress in human 

rights had~ been made during the l ast twenty years, t~e political -'ind raateriul conditions 

of man's life had undergone profound changes. As a result, it would be necessary ;:.o 
View the v ery nutlon of' human right :s in a new J.igbt . 

In pro-ticular, the Conference should pay speciel attention to devising l egal , 

economic, social and cultur al means of enabling the international community to r enove 

the remaining expressions of racial, religious_ and c·:,lonial discrir.l.ination. The· 
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:-:<:>' Cocl'er'enc_e -~as ·b~ing 'held ~t a time vhcm a great effort was being mo.de by the inter

~~7~-- ::._ ootion"al COl!llllunity t "o define aspirations·, norms · and instruments f0r pr ogress . Yet the 
:, !.~.. • • . 

·.;_;., · .. · : world was still witnessing sane of the worst f orins of discrimination such ns apartheid 

'. :~:-.~, · · -~d anti-semi tism. · what wns wor ~c; recourse t o violence for the 3Cttl ement of i nter -
~ . . . 

<: :,>national disputes_ was becoraing more frequent . Problems aris ing from the disequilibrium 

·:r-:. ' ) ,f t hEl -'World' s economic s t r 1,1.cture ~eM rcising new barrie r s t o international economic 

'.:". ~ '. -~~~el opment e.nq. socicl. char>.ge . _ All t hose deve l opments wer e making the implementation 
: · ... 

: '--: of _ human rights more difficult nnd it v11s imper ative· t o find means, both at the 

-:~-.- .. . :egiona.l and i nternationtl l evel ; fo r conti nued progr ~s s . 

Uruguay was encouraged by the progress thc.t hr.td been mnde during the last quarter 

· ~ '. of a ·contury, but it consid!lrE.d tho.t· those nchiever.1ont s should be regarded ns a minimum, 

·• ·_ It · would continue to participate in all the errorr,s of the international community to 

· .· ... ~-perfect an. ~nternational system based on humnn rights and to eliminate all forms of 

: ·; · discrimination. 

. . Mr. KHALAF (Iraq) said that the pace at which the cause of humM rights had 

·: . ~- . progressed during the last t wenty years had been too slow. In spite of conventions , 

d~clarati~n~ nnd r ecommendat i ons , ~hen i t crone to implementation the picture was not 

· · ,as br i_!5ht as might have been expected. Ther 9 was need for more co-operation, comprehen

_ sion and , indeed, self'lessness bef or e all mon could enj oy their human rights to the 

, .. .- ·· fttl.l. Polit i cal , social , econo:rni.c, r eligiuos , cultural and l egnl rights were· inter 

: ;' /' r elated and the at tainrnent of so,;nc was useless without tho others. 

The Confer ence should not be content with mere debate but shoul d make n t horough 
'., .. 

·. examin~tion of the lot of ,different individuals and groups in diffEirent parts of t he 

·. ~-_world as far as their h~ r i gh~s we re concerm d. It was t ru0 t hat in all parts of 

the world there were areas where people wer e · still denied their human' rights . 'f he · 

~ondition of the peoples of South Africa~ South West Africa and Southern Rhodesia was 

s t ~i king evidence of the ineffici ency of inter national m~chinery for the protection of 

human digni~y . To give tacit support t o the racial discriminnt i on and npartheid 

existing in t hose territories was not only to vi-olate the United Nati ons Charter nnd 

tho Universnl Declarotion of HUL1an Rights , but ta endanger peace. Part i cipants in t he 

·conference s houl d beware -of applying a double standard with regard to those 

tarri tories . 
In the Arab homel cnd Zionist settl ers were violat ing human rights and continuing 

· to perpetrate, acts of oppression. 'l'hey had ignor ed t he tel egr am sent by t he Comm:ission 

· o~ Huronn_ Rights calling upon them to desist f r om destroying tho homes of Arab civilians 

/ ' 
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and hnd protested that the question tJO.S not one for thG Confcre,.ncGi t o' _dis~uss sinc:e '•it .·. 

was bE:ing d011.lt with by . otl1er United Nc.ti_ons . bodies . · If the Commission on Human Rights 
. . 

had deomed it nGcessary to take up the question of ·t~e huraan rights of the inh~bit~ts . 

of t he oc~upied Arab territories, surefy the International Confer ~nce on Human Rights 

could not shut its eyes t o the sufferings. of those people . IsraeL 1 s defiance of . the 

Unit~d Nat ions and world pu9lic opinion was a continuing threat -to peace and s~curity. 

Although Isrcel had protested t hat with 'the exception of the Sinai desert it had 

annexed no t erritory , it had issued new maps of Greater Isro.cl . I t was even thought 

that I _srael was working on th'e production of an -atom.ii:: b0lnb • . 

There co~ld be no justification for holding nn Int ernationnl 'Conference on Hu.man 

Rights if it failed to give n.t t ent i on to the c0ndi tion o'f the· ·two million r e fuge0s in 

the world, most of whom were Arabs . 

V.x. KASSI (Mali) said . that, inmediate]y upon attaining independence after . 

' . 

. ., . . 

,.., 
.... ..... 

more than half . a century of for eign 'dominat_ion, his country .h..'1.d drawn up legal ~m;~ruments '. .. :.:· 

guaranteeing its citizens their fundamental humun rights and had set about building a 
. , ·: 

classlos~ soci,ety in which all would be offered equal opportunities . A massive liter acy .. . 

· crunpaign ho.d ·been undertaken with the help of the United Nations Educational, Scient ific • ..... .': 

and Cul tural Organization and had produced encour agi ng·· results but much remained to ~e . ··.•. ·:: 

done , for until education had el iminat ed the differ ences botwoen individuals a.nd ·g:roups, 

human rights could not be truly achieved. All people should have e\1uru. educational 

opportuniti es in order th~t nun's potentialities ~ight be fully .developed. 

The President of the Conforonce had described the Conference as one of recall; _ 

questioning and decision. Participants should recall the t1o.rtyrdom of millions of . 

, victios of oppression, discr imination and denial of human rights .' They should ask 
' 

themselves whether they could sper..k of hillilrm rights without shw-,1e when they recalled 

the condition of tho majority of the inhabitant s of South Africa, .Southern Rhodesia 

and the t erritories under PortuguosE1 administration, . the violence engendered by ro.cial 
. . . - ., 

disc r imination in the United States of .AL'lerica and the pillaging and inhuman treatment 

inf'licted on the Viet- Namese people; The fact 'that three- q~arters of t he hUr.Jan race . . 

•, 
, . ·' ·. · ·.• 

wer e suffering from hunger; .diceo.se and ignorance sho:.;.ld make the internat ional community ,,:·· __ : 

d etermined to take more decisive action. 

Among the many obstacles to a full realizat i0n of equal hUJ!lan rights, racism was 

perticular]y dangerous . That hateful phenomenon afflicted more than half the 

i nha'bi tants of the planet , whether practised openly or in mor e subtle ferns. It was 

. . , . .. 

· . .. . .} 

. . ·. 
' ·: ·:-

.. ;, 
··.f 
• •I 
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significant 1md distr essing th£1.t not all St!'ltes hr.d r atified the Convention on the 

Elir..in:i.tion of All Forns. of Racic.l Discrimination. African opinion was outraged ond 

powerless before the racirl a.troc i ties cr,T:lJllittad in its c0ntinont. The citizons of 

Htli felt thc".t their own f reedon wt1s inseparable fr0t1. tht:: freedom of the whole of 

Afric11, just P.S their dignity we.s inseparable from AfricM dignity. 
-His country 1.1as also disturbed by the t rl!gic and growing gap between th,~ rich 

nations of t he world !lnd the countries where dwelt the impoverished masses . Just as 

· in the) highly developed nctions every individual ht-.d the right to education, health , 

_and vork , sc the no:tions of tho Third World had th,e r ight to development , which should 

- 1 ·be ecct1pted not on]y :>tS n moral ioperative but :!.S o. legal obligation. 

Hie country would sp:J.re no effort t ..... co-operate in t he ir.lplementation of the 

principles set f orth in -the Universal Declaration of Human Rights . For his part., he 

considered that the essential need ·was not to creRte new bDclies, but to shov a sincere 

· detcrninntion to bring nbout ~ world society in which man would h~ve full opportunity 

for ?evclopment . 

The meeting r ose at 6.35 p . m. 
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:··?-~=~· ··_:· :: · ;·r~ \h~ aken~~ :ol\h~·-;:re·~i~lent:. l•ir • . io~:~~ (Au;tralia)-,;' Vice -President"·'took ., · 
'.;;\.\·.~•.: .:"_}h~ ?~!1-~r-< · · _ _-: .. --_. . .. . : ... ·· .:- ·.· · .· ::.. . . . ·. : ,· .. 
·:,,. · "· ·.. REVIEW :)f THE PRX:{F.SS ACHIEVED AND IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR •jBS'i'i,CLES ENC0UJ.!'i'ERED · 
.-..,,-.:. :•/. ~T THE .INfE.'lNATIONAL·, I l%IU!'IA~ c',HD NATI')NAL LE\JELS , IN 'l'HE FIELD 0F Hill-1AN RIGHTS 
:_;:'·-,.'. :· ~.INCE THE ADCPT:CH AND PROCL.ANATIDiJ OF 'l'HE UNIVERSAL DECLA:~TI~.-N OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
· :/ . :: : ... IN 1948; PARTICULARLY IN '£HE · P.tlOGW IHF3 . m!DE!iTAKE~ BY THE UNITED tiA'I'I ONS AND THE . 
:~ :; __ '-:SPEC1AL1ZED AGENCIES (agend8: i t em 9) (A/CONF.32/4, A/CONF. 32/5 and Add . l , 

?):~·1- •.·:_A/cmw.J2/7 ·e.nd f..tid , l ·anct · :2 , A/Ci):~F.32/8--10, "A/CONF , 32/12, A/C 'JNF , J2/13 and Corr. l , 
\;·::· ·, . A/CUNF; 32/16, A/C.:'NP. 32/1, 1) ·'L". 11) ( continued) · · . . .. n , . . . . 

~_;;,·\\' '. hV.ALIJATI Oi~ .JF 'i'HI: EfFFJ.jTIVENE.ss· OF ' :-IBTH0DS .!UH) 'i'ECHNir.JUE3 EMPLOYED :m THE FIELD 
:-· .~ •.• · OJ<' HUMAN· RIGHTS 1,.1. THE I1HERNATI0t-t4L AND ;'~GI(:NAL LEVBLS (ar,cnda i tern 10) 
::_>·; \ .-··(A/C0NF, 32/6 and Add, l) (contint:e~) . . . · . 

0 

I• • • • 

...:~· · · : ,' {a-) ·INT.&lNATI01!AL r ~rSTRUMEi~TS : c ·;.rnmrct!s , DECLARA'!I\JNS wo 
'.". :•:- . · : RECOMHENDATIONS; · . 
·. /-f:.· :·. (b) · IMPLEMENTATION MACHINERi AND PR;.JCEDUilES; 
~ . · : ( c} ~ EDUCATIONAL MEASURES; · . . 
·, ·, . . .'-.. >"(d) : ORGANIZATI ON.AL AND INSTITUTIOMAL .. ARRANGEMENTS . 

·.L.>;··,.·Gen~raldebat~(continue~) -·. !-. · · .. ·· · 

( .. i .. .· Dr. TABA (tlo_rid H·ealth ' Organi~~ti on) said. that for - the World Health 

:~.- . .-:. , ·:= Organization (WHO) one· of t he most encouraging ·aevelopments . in recent .times had 
, . . . ... 

)·-:. :·. _:_ been _the inc.reasirig _in_terest sli;wn by Gover nments t hroughou~ the world in the 

.. · 

:·.·. , 
:~.1 .. .well·-being· of their citizens •. ·. Article· 12 of the Internatiotial Covenant on Economic, 

)i .~!-':~ Soc~al .a ~d Cultur.a.i Bights re6og~~ed 11 the right of everyone to the enjoyment of 

> :·: ; .·. the highest attainable ·· standa;d, of physic~l and . l!lental health"' and indicate d the . 

,. · ... ;_>.. -~teps 11hich should be taken to achieve t he full realization of that right . . Article 
. ; , . :, . !, . ' . . . " . . . • . ~ • . 

·.:/ :•. ::.• 25 :of the Universal· Declaration of Human· lights pr oclaimed the · right t o a standard 

·:_ :.;, ::· · o_f ·life_ adequate for. 'health and 'tiie· ~ight' to "medica:1 care ; and since it!. ince~tion 

:°t ··: :·;, ·. · WHO . ha.d , devoted all . its efforts . an.d · ayailabie. resourc~s to the realization of the 

.c·_· ... :. :right to health in the 'sense· of physical , mental and s ocia1: well-- bei ng . I t had ,_· 

;•. ·:··'·~· c~ns_i_stently striven ·-to ·_deepen the·_ s e~rch for a.gr.eem~_nt on _h~alt h . ;.,equiremen~s and 

/. :;' . :: : to 'ensure that the right ·.to health s h~uld be ex.e rcisi3d in th~ light of contenporary 

?.',._: ·:·: techni.caf and s 6ientific .prog~~ss· •. ·, I t ~a·s ass1~ting ·_Governments to CO· ordinate ·_. . 

<-:: ·. -~-.: ~nd ~pgr ad~ ·their _existing. services and, to extend co-ier~ge and ·· improv_e qualit y 

/.>.: -~ in _an orderly manner as resour ~es bee~~ avail~ble , . Mate:.:nal and child healt h, 

·.•-::.:. · · ~ ~ut rition, nursing , ne~l~h ~dlicatio~ ~~d envir o~ent~i health acti;ities and · · · . 

. : :\ '··: _'. programmes' and p;ogr~es 'to co~b~ t- specific -di~eases I -wer~ playing an impo~tant 

.. ~ :: ~ . i:-~l e in -~reparing .the way for . the eet~blislunent of b~sic health sex-vices . 
• I • ' • . ,· 

•• ✓ • 
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. ··•, ri/ p~suing their specif'ic aims; member States had _i~troduced modern he8;1th.:. :-- -~-
• · : • • • • • • J • • • • , • 

measures in areas which until then had known nothing . of modern medicine·~ :They .,· · · .. \ 

had carried out training progr~es for va~ious calegories· -of w~rke;~ . to ipe~ri.te ··O:' :_: ·:_··. 
, I . ' .. ' . . . . • . • . ., . . ! . ., ·: 

and expand the basic health services . The goo~ work done . by th~ _Health Corps in .· 

Iran was · an excellent example of what was b~ing done . : · . · :. 
' ' . . .,' 

WHO recognized in the provision of ·that asdstance . the desire of all people , · 
. . • : , .I _. • • • . - . • : •• • • 

for health facilities within easy reach of 'their home or · place of work, and the .. -·<· • 
need -~f all health a1:1thorities · for l ocal machine~, through which they c;uid. ' · · ·. · · .. 

implement ~ational healt h programmes and from t1hich they could receive · _- . •. · ... · . . . . .. . . . 
information about l ocal healtli conditions ~ The growing concern of .Governments , - . 

, .. . ' 

the rising expec tations of the population and· the techniques available to public :.· 

health au~horities now provided ·the nec_essary con_ditions ~~r pl~nning the ~;de;~_..: . 
devel_o~ment of basic health services once _the requir'e:d _ ma~power and funds wer~ _. · 
available; .. :.. 

The two inter related objectives af economic and _social .progress wer.e ' the 

conc-~rn of ·the ent ire mode~r. woria , a~a ~heal.th -wa·s _assuming·-~- steadily growing~ ··>O:

illlportanc~ in t he evolut ion of a · stra teg~ for g~owth~ · -Tha·t was ·natural , · sin~e · · . ·: -_ 
inve·stment. in health improved the ·quality~ ?/hum~ res

1

ource_s·. one of th~ th~ee ·, .-~~ 

maj or sour?es .of economic growth . 

· . The· right to_ health raised complex problems which. called /or a variet)' __ of i::, ;_'. ·;< 
diversified but co--ordinated s?lutions w-i thin _a · global ·policy . ~c<;hniques _for · · 

the physical . and mental pr;tect.ion o:' individuals ·i·equired . constant; adaptation , ·. ·_, ,: .. ; : : 

with .due regard t .o the rapid progress . of 6cientific re.search and the c~n~eque~ces · ,. __ ·,: : 
. : . · . . , . . . . ··· .. . . 

of the social changes which wore tak:.ng ' pl:i.ce more and more rapidly . in all 

co~tr1e·s . · 1111:ne there was -~ need to :in~rdase .and diversify_ iihe infrastruct1:-r~ ' ,· 

. o:f ·health care services, techniques and imititutions should. be··established _which 
\ .; 

provided s:3qual opportunities to_ ~he inha.b:i,tan.t s ·of urban and rui-ai areas _. to obtain : ->_;' 
preventive and curative health services. of unif<irm quali t y . . . 

Nrs. ROSSEL (Si-t~den) co~s i d~red ' the p~a'ise which previous ,speakers had· 

bestowed _on the Universal Declaration welJ. wa.rrante~; ' -The- D~;i~ration had served 

both as _an inspiration a.rid as the starting point for · urge~~ .tasks t; be carried · -

· out by ·the international com,11uni t y . , . ' 

, .· 

'• . ' 

. :: . . ·. · . . -. : . •. 

',.· 
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The documontation before the Conference provided evidence of the wealth of 

i~ternational l egislation which had come into being since the adoption of ~he . 

Universal Declaration, on the init;ia.tive either of the United· Nations itself or · of 

the specialized agencies. JJnong the major instruments, her delegation regarded the 

Covenant on Economic , Social and Cu3:t ural Uights , the Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights and its Optional Protocol , and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Racial Discrimination ac the culmination of the efforts to transform the 

exhortatory provisions of the Univursa1 Declaration into legally binding obligations. 

The S-.redish Government had been among the first to sign those instruments and 

intended to rat ify all. of them. 

But while much had been achieved, a great deal still r emained to be done , and 

guidelineo/ and priorities must be established. Some work had beon done on freedom 

of information and on the elimination of all forms of i ntolerance and discriminatiQn 

·· 'based on religion or· belief, but the final results would not appear for some time to 

-come, and the position would probably be the same in the case of discrimination in 

r egard to political rights and discrimination against persons born out of wedlock. 

Her Governme~t had been disappointed by the ~canty progr ess made in r egard to 

· the implementation of the various instruments in the field of human rights . Among 

the ways in which the United Nations t ried to f ollow developments concerning respect 

for human rights in various parts of the world , the most widely used and most 

successful met~od had been periodi c reporting. The preparation of the r eports called 
' 

for so~f-analysis , and the publicity and comparisons which. the system entailed 

_exer.ted heal thy pressure. Of the other methods proposed but not t ried out , the 

most ~portant, in her delegation's view, was the proposal to resort mor e 

extensively to r egional machinery to safeguard human rights . The council of Europe 

had achieved some success in that direction. Her delegation agreed thnt a world--wide 

system of commissions , each set up by o~untrios \.ll.th a common background and outlook, 

-would be able to solve .most problem~ within the group of countries concerned. Ther e 

would, however, also have to b0 as final authority a contral United Nations body , 

".'.:, whether a High Commissioner for Human Rights, an international court for human 

rights or some other institution. 
She did not share the view that the various measures and proposals vith regard 

to ·unplementation necessari ly constituted a duplication of effort . It could be 

useful to test out var ious methods of implementation simultaneously for some time. 
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Meanwhile , until it had been deci ded which methods were the most satisfac.tory, the 

Commission on Hwnan rights . would have to act as co:-ordinator.. Her delegation felt 

strongly. that questions of i ~plementation s~ould for some time to come be given muc~ < 

more prominence t han had r ecently been' the case. _,. 

\U th regard to priori ties in the future work progrrumne , her Government, felt, 

fir~t of all, that apar theid in South Africa and South West Africa and the f onn of 

raci al discrimination existing in Southern Rhodesia should be treated with part icular 

urgency as constituting violations of all norms of decent behaviour and of the Charter. 

To achieve the best results, co-or dination between the organs specifically concerned 

with human rights, the Security Council; and t he General Assembly, should be as close 

as possible. Secondly, the campaign against illiteracy deserved special attention. 

The abilit y to read, which enabled a9 individual to acquire a knowledge of conte~porary 

problems and of the rights which governed his and nth~r people 1 s liberty, was a 

prerequisite f or the achievement of full human rights . 

Suitable pr ominence should also be given to efforts , in particular those of 

the United Nations Children 1s Fund (UNICEF), to assist those .who wer e most vulnerabie 
l • ., . • 

and in need of help. Similarly, t he plight of r efugees had continued to be one of 

the priority areas of Swedish assistanc~ activities_, and Sweden fully subscribed 

to the statement made by the High Commi ssioner for Refugees and pledged its continued 

whol ehearted support to him. 

Her delegation was glad to see that the rights of women const i tuted a special 

item on t he agenda , but r egretted that it was .still necessary to deal with human 

rights and the rights of women as t hough t h0y were two different topics , and her 

country would work individually and within the United Nati ons to eliminate the ,,. 
distinction. Sweden 1s aim was the development of the world into a society of true 

equality without discrimination of any kind. Men and women should work together, 

fr9rn planning f or the well- being of the family to the fonnation of society as a 

whol e, in the political and administrative organs which ~ould have to make an~ 

implement the relevant decisions . 

famiiy planning was well known. 

Sweden's active interest ~n the question of 

In r ecent years, whenever the question was dealt 

with i n the General Ass~mbly or elsewher e , attention had been concentrated on the 

inter-relationship between population growth and economic d,::;vel opment. There were 

reasons for that, but the fact r ~Tl'.ni ned that the population situat ion of any 

country was the sum total of the situations of countless individual frunilies of 

human beings. 

.. 



.. ' .. 
()n the question of .capital punishment, 

Conference. wouid make appropria~e ·reference 

recommendations to, the General Assembly . 

she exp~essed the hope that the 

to t he subject when fonnulating its 

· · .As from the;,_ end of 1968 Sweden would no longer be a momber of the Commission 

or-o~ the -Economic ·and Social Council , and sh~ would like to conclude with a few 
. /. ·-. 
i: \ _. _ _- general observations . based on her own experi~nce and on Swoden I s participe. tion in .. ... ' 

-:- .. ·: th~ work of those · two bodies . She hoped that the · letter and the spirit of t he 

· ::. , tJnl versal Declaration would guide all future effor ts towards a truly positive outlook• 

', .. · '•'" .. ' Thus , the troatmen~ of the question of freedom of information must not turn into an 

.·:._.·· . ... exercise on t he control of information, nor. freedom from discrimination into freedom 

~:/· ..... to ·discriminate . · The principles laid down in the Univer sal ~eclaratio·n on those and 

:_.·::·:·' · :othar matters vere admirable as they stood, and any elaboration of them in a 

:>/ : r _estrictive direction would be a r otrograde development . 

The .very fact that human rights constitutod a highly political question 

r endered the drafting of lega~ provisions particularly difficult . While i t wa·s 

natural for any delegation to 0ndoavour to eoo that any· point it ~,ished to 

· safeguard was oxplicitly cover ed in a text , that resul~ed in provisions -·,: . 
. '.:.·.: _cliar actez;ized by political compromise rather. tha~ juridical clarity . While 

·.! :_ .. ·.-::i t might . no longer· prove po~sible to ·dra£t conventions iri the simpl e nnd exalted 
I , 

·.~---,; . language of the Univ<=rsal Declaration, she thought efforts ·would have to be 

· -: · ·, ;. · mad0 in the dire·ction of· a . more general and less specific way of drafting. 
' , 

·. ~ ·.. :: Swod~n was _concerned that political consider ations , which f ell within the 

.- _.:. _ comp~tence of other Uni tea Na~ions organs, wore increasingly ·occupying the t ime 

.:., •
1>-:. of ,or gans specifi ca+lY concerned with huma.n , rights . Although the intentions 0£ 

.. . ,. 

thoso who introduced ~uch con5ider at~ons were wor thy , that was bound to r esult ln 

a · decline in the United Nations auth9r ity and usefulness and in th0 general public's 

confidence in it , which was the main element in· the mornl force of the Organiaation. 
. . -

•. · There might be something to bo said for equitab~c geographical distribution . '· .. ' .. 
·. \ : · ·when. the problem was to mako known the viewpoints of diffet;ent regions of the 

: · . ... vorld ; but it was a different matter when cha.ir s ~round _the committee table were 

·.·. ·--.;· constantly empty, while people r eady and qualifi ed to participate wer e kept out from 
. ' . . 

· ' the deliberations . She hoped that in future when the question of candidat ures was 

. _discuescd , steps w~uld be taken to make c~rtain t hat the countries to be elected 

. could nominate as their r epr e~entatives fully qualified porsons able to attend all · 

meetings . 
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Th~ .g;-owing ·tendency to . label representnti i~~ a s We~t~rner ; , Asf~s·, : etc . , was , 

regr ettable.- .iu:lmittedly , t he att itude ·of a. del ~~ation "i.1as ~o~t~n influen;ed by ,it~~-
. , 

r egi onal background, but it was not. a:!..wn.ys so , She hopea t hat i t would . prove 

i ncr easingly ·possible fo r r epresentat~v0s to consi der each othe r firs t a nd f or emost · .. 
-, 

a3 human beings , each and every one s t riving to improve_. conditi ons for mankind· as . · _. · . ·, 

a vhole. 

Mr . ALFJJ.lAS (Cuba ) :;aid thn t th,3 pr esent ~onfer ·ence p r ovide:d .a suitable 

setting i n 1.1hich to analyse b~wic humen rights . All werG aware of the wide gap 

bctweE:n th0 aims of t h<> Univer sd D_,:,;claration and the actuc.l state of affairs in · 

the wor ld , 

The Univc r5c l D~cluration r8cognizc~ · t11e right to an adequate s t~ndard of liv.ing; 

yet onl y one thir d of the worl<l 1 s populati on .had· enough t o oat. In Latin• America-, : ,. 
\ 

which s hould be n wealthy continent, large number of people wor e undGr -nour ish_od , 

lived in wretched hovds , u~r e illiterate and r eceiv~d no medical attention • . As 

t he h er oi c leader Er nustc Che Guevara had said , th., development of his co.nti nent was 
. . 

s t ifled nnd_ rctard~d by the vicious circle of inflation , unempl o~ont , and for eign 

indebtedness resulti ng from Hs r c~ati ons with the Unit ed Stntos of Amer ica . Every: 

year $2 , 00(1 million ext racted frol!l t ho impoveri shed ~'?.ti n-American e~onomy found their · 

way into yanlrne coffer s . The yankee im;,Jcr folist s spoke of Latin American inf eriority 

but ., i n•thc .. wor.ds of i?idel Castr o , that inferior ity. was the hunger imposed on thoir 

peopl .;,s of, Lat in America by i.r.ip_er ialists and coloni alists . 

-The Universal DGclQr ation recogni zed the right to health, but under pr esent 

conditions over 10 per cc.nt of children died -before the ago of one , and malnutrition , · 

di sease and_ cpid.;;roics were ra.r.tpnnt. The r ight of the s i ck to medical and hospi ta~

at t~ntion must be pr oclaimed . T'ao Doclnration recognized thG right ~o educat ion and 

culture , Y':t more t hnn 700 million o.du:!.ts in the world wore illi terate and more ' t han 

ha.l.f the childr en or :.chool ago di d not · r ecei ve. even e. primary education. The ·' 

Decle r ati on postulated the right t o univer sal justicu , yet t~e majority o~ tho· world 1s 

popull\ti on, parti cularly 'in Asia, Africn £l.!ld Lut i n· .t''Jnoricn was~exploited and sub j o_ctcd 

t o condi t i;ns of unemployment ·and under-employment nkin to ·~1nvory , 

·How w~s it pos~ibl~ to speak of t te r i ghts of childr~n cnd_o~ t~c family when 

imperiaJ.ism had cmb1~aced t he f:io -call.0d "popuJ.ntion explos i on" theory wi t h its 

lfoo- Hcl thusi:m im~licnti ons: The impcr:i.al_ists wishe,d to put m:1 ·end .to po~crty by 

el~i.na:ting _th'-' poor, but surely in the prosent st..t,1;; o~ kno1;1l edgci no limit could be 

St.J t .- t o the number or huma n beings which th<:: earth ·conld suppor t • 

. , 
. •.: 

: . . . , ·. 
; .. : :~ ... -.. .. .. 
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· How could t he ideal of the f r01:; human k ing bo recognized unl~ss the mini1m.m1 

conditionp existed to 0mbk every humnn being to e.njoy his bo.dc rights? How 

were human rights to be ·enj0yod under the criminal condition!l i mposod by 

colonialism, noo colonialism and imperialism? How coul d thos~ who violated their 

le::gol international oblige.tions be; expected- to r espect an instrumE:nt lik.:; the 

Univer sal Dcclara~ion of Human ilights whos0 force was merely moral? While ~uman 

d_igni ty. o.nd hwnan r iehts were incompatiole with those "1ho distorted; alicna ted 

and violated ~11 rights , Cuba 1o Pr~sidont had challcng~d anyon~ to deny that in 

his country all .the material and economic mGnsurEJs to guarantee the exorci se of 

humnn rights wore b~ing implemented. 

It .. had been agreed the.t thG present Conference should devoti;;" pn.rticular . 

attention to t he rights set out in nrticles 2, 3 o.nd 4 of t he Univ~rsal Declaration, 

Indeed the international commu1_1i t y had achievud a •virtuo.l consensus on the pro·c,lerns 

of discriminr.ti on and npc.r th~id .. that i gnoble sys t em cha.racter ized by forced 

labour, pove·rty, malnutrition and rnoio.l tension. The !:k:curi ty Council and the 

General Assembly had adopt~d ma.ny resolutions on thos0 ~ubjccts, and the EanduJg 

Confer encp of 1955, the Belgrade ConferGnce af 1961 and tho Cairo Confurence of 

1964 had nll condemned racial discrimination. 

The problems of :racio.l discriminntion nnd apar theid ',Jer e closely rdatod . 
\ 

Ther e was , morcov&r, n close link b0tw0en irnperio.lism :i.nd r::lcism which wns manifested 

in a common ideology , common economic aims :ma· compl um~ntary politicul and mili tary 

structures . Strategic reasons made t he United Stat e:.; imporialistc doclnre thr>.t 

the frontiers of t ho United St~tco ~nd t he Western wcr l d rc.n through the Azor es , 

Angola, Moznmbique and Portuguese Guine~. 

The Special Commi ttee on t he situation with rGgr.rd to t he Implementation of 

the Declaration on t he Gr~ntin~ of IndGpend~nce to Colonial Counttics ~nd Peoples 

.had condemned tho activities nnd finnncicl methods of t he interru-,t i onal CQ~panies 

which exploited the nntur!'.l resourc0s and those ; r the African populati-on f ox- their 

own exclusive benefit . But the impcralist Power s sup9orted racist policies and 

ignored the Uni\ed Nations recommendati on3 , wit h thu su~port of imperia list 

foreign intorosts and t ho financ i al b~cking of foreign monopolies ost~nsibly 

contr ibut ing to the material progr ess of t he territories concerned . Moreover, 

it was nuthoritntively establi shed that foreign economic and financi a l activities 

in south(;rn Africn wcr0 not r0strict;ed to inves tment and trade. but el:io helped 

to strength~n discriminatory labour policies and exploitation of the populat ion. 

As well as supporting r acist GoverrunE.mts , ·the imperiali sts were over ~ly opposing 

acti on to implement human righ·;:,s nnd t h0 r ight of sclf--dctorrninntion. 



.. .. . 

143 ':...... 

1he United States Gover nment used the p~etext that United States t r ad~ and 

other economic activities in South l,,frica we re c.irried _on _by privnto intorcsts beyond 

its contr ol. It wo.s , however , well known that the Uni ted St[:te0 Gover nment had 

ordered the suspension of trndc vi th Cuba, so that the l-1xpknati on could not bu 

accepted.· 

Racism was an instrument of impe:riali sm, and its eliminati on must be :,>r efaced 

by that of imperialism, which usod. racism· o.s u basic tool of oppressirm nnd 

exploitation nnd took advc.ntage of chec.p l:1b0ur in many ·Asian, ;.fric~ ~d Latin 

Arnericnn countries in an attempt to conver t t he countric::; cf tho Third \.Jorld into 

a vas t hinterlo.fld dominated by i ts intGr Gsts . · Imporialfom rejected the u~iversnlly•• . 

proclaime·d pr inciple that all men nr e bor n f ree o.nd equo.J. in dignity -.and rights nnd 

reaffirmed rccist doctrines which constituted.'.'. r 0crude:sc.:,ncc or the Hnzi t heory of 

Aryan superiority. 

In the light of the r ecent r 0solution adopted by th0 United !fati ons Commission 

on Human Rights ·condemni ng rncist id0ologios , i t might . bo woll to cono i der the 

brutal discrimina·~ion prncticcd throughout ·;·h~ United Stl\tes of !.T.lcricQ. It should 

not be forgotten that tho Unit0d Stntcs impcrialints made more than ~~4.-,000 m.iJ.liotl 

a ye3r out of tho oppres sion of the North JJJlcricc..n n0gro and ineqti~lity in hi s 

vorking condit ions . The r esponse of the N .. ,rth Amcricl'.n ncgroes had vari ed frolil 

the Civil War for the f r eeing o~ the slnvos to t hs nmcd a.nd violent disturbcnceA 

of •the pr esent do.y . • They were closing ran!rn for th0· strug3le:, and the days of 

white supr emo.cy 'in thG United States were numbered . 
Lating Arne:ric:i wnc an ~:xploited continc.nt in which the chicf' vi ctims were the 

indigeno~s population:.: ncgro and hnlf-c~3t0, who wore subje::cted to nlJ. sor ts of 

discriminntory lnws and practice3 , ThGrc, l ibwiso , the Puerto Rican~ _co.me "Ll.."J.d~1-

Uni tod States colonio.l dominction. The: Uni tcd Nc1tfons mu:;t reclizc t he. t the 

continuati•on of t.ho policy of discrirninc.tion and npnrthcid consti t utcd n crimo 

a era.inst humanity and , n serious thrc:i. t to vor l d pen co !md s~curi ty . The grct'. t ., 
majority of Member St utes were agreed that 'iihe .Unit0d Nutior.s must effec tively 

promote tho implement ation of hWlu,m rights and denounce the growing coll.nbor::i.ti on . 

between r acist. ~1•a colonialist regimes nnd t he nssis ·umce they r e:cei ved from cortc.i.1 · 

for eign Pow!3rS and economic intercst8 . They · ur ged the im;ilcmcnt~t ion of the 

Security Council and Genernl Assrnnbly r esol utions on the ni tua tion in South Africs, 

and believed that the Security Council mu:;t adopt m<.:nsu:;.-ci:; of coerci?n under Chapter 

VII of the Cho.rtcr o.nd impose . compul3ory univer so.1 sanctions i n a.1.1 t he r e:gions of 

t he world in-~hich racism nnd discriminnt ion h0ld ~way . Cuba hnd mnde i ts atti tude 
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}/ .. ·:to tl:ie pro_blem cif"discrimiriatio~- and .apartheid clear by denouncing the materiai -

·. ,, 

.>_·,.:-:~ ass;stance that- thc-- imperialists , - principally the ycnlrees , gave to the r,1cists 

·:. :.~~ ·: :.-~d. coi~nialist~ . · · 

\!./-'·: ~~-:: The.· legi_slation· of Cuba~ o. rnul ti--rocial -country, formally prosct"ibed discrimineti on 

·\.:_' ·/ ~i· all kinds; but· it wns only with the triumph of the rovolu tion thn. t discrimiro tory 

) '.:···:•~ractic~~ had disnppeared forever with tho .suppression of_ tho Qconomic and social 

·; . ' .. factors which enr,;endered t hem. 
·, ... , (,. 

-:. ' . •:- .. : . ... ... I~ }he. intGrno.tiono.l sphe~e, the revc-lutionary Governr.ient wui:: co.rrying on a 
'·: ·.~ ~ . 

:, ; .. ·: continuing crunpaign against imperialism, col-Jniali:::m and neo-coJ.oniaJ.1sm which were 
;. ,· •·;. ·.· . . . . 
;:. :· .. ·. the sources _of · all violations of hunnn rights, particulo.rly racial discim.ination. 

:_,: · ,' : ·Like the· Special Commit tee , _Cuba had denounced b ot}:l the closo link between South 

·::·.::.:.:~ .~rican-:r;-a.cis:31 mid the i~ter~sts of the::. in1?crialist monopolies which controlled 

; -.-~ _; . t _~c natural resources of southern Africa, and the J.ink bctwee,1' the United Sttrccs and 

'_::. ·. <t~e . racist regime in Pretorin . It vas hardl1 surprising t.ho.t where segretntion in 

~ .· -~\ s~h~ol5 and lynchings and assassinations . of negroc:; wer,:; t olerated, th0 United 

• ;:,"°;" . Nations r esolutions should be flouted . The efforts of n.11 Sto.tc.s int6rostod in 
. . , 

:·'·.' ··. p~aco v.nd freadom must ~e co-ordinnte:d in order to defeat the United Sto.tcs 

:;t ::··_nuchin?,tions and· offer nctive rmppo;t to those fighting for nationa.l fre0dom or 

: ___ :· ... :resisting ·i.m.perialist -nigression. · Cuba did not bolie~c that the Gcncrnl Assembly 
' ~ .: . . . . .. . 

··.,; .. ,:.should condemn the r acist . regime in South Africn.'a.lonG j it must also condemn the 

: ·. fundru:1ental b1:11wo.rk of colonialism, racism and r eaction -- United St3tcs imporiru.ism • 

. ,_:' · The idG~~ogy ~f. inperio.li:3m· hod· t wo ''ba.scs: rucism . and coloninlism. There were 

-~·· . ' ... ·still nation~ in Africa,. the Hiddlo Enst nnd Lo.tin America under the colonial yoke . 

'. ·: -.~ · .. -·Toe co.se of Puerto Ri.co , incidentally, ho.d been placGd 1;1pon th0 ngendo. of the 
·. ~\ - -- ~ ~cia.l Col'lU!littce·. 
. ..... . . 
· ·.: ... . . Ho wont on to describe the cburnctoristics of noo--co1onialism, quoting the 

statement by ProsidEl~t Dortic~s·, . o.t. the 1961 Bclgrcd<i' Conference, tha.'t perfidiouo 

and violent methods wore used to ensure the survivnl of forms of colonial o:x:ploitation 

· or to create now forms of 'imperialis 1:, dor,1inution : · 
: . 

• .. . ~n hiij dolegction 's yiew, th<:: chief or the 11mnjor . obstncles 11 r eferred to in 

· rigenda . . . item 9 waG :i.mporinlfsm, and above o.11 yn.n~ee :i.mperiali sm'.. The serious 

. crisis in the Midd11.: East wns due to thc.t policy of intorvontion, o.3grc~~ion n.nd 

; ...... plunder ca.rriod out by Ynnkeo imperialism everywhere . Ho wondered how it wns · - , . ' < ,. · : possible to spenk of humnn rights in connexion with those v ho we1·0 the perpetrators 

·: .·oF the n.gression nnd plunder of which the Pal<::stinici.n people had boim and· wcro tho 
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of Cubo. ,,'1h,j ho..d snid th~ t th.:: · gr::.ve · crisb ,' \.rhich hnd c.risen hi · the,: He:A.r · E..".::t · · 
~ . . . . . . .. . 

\l~s ~lso cittribut n.ble t :, the policy of int.,rventi0r{, .. ti.g~'l·essi ~h r.i,d plunder o~sucd 
by Yc.nkee imperialism ov0rywher o · and had dec:;Lared thi-.t_ Cuba vholehem~t-edly · sup!)ortcd : : ·. : · _: :. · 

the A.r°ab ~e~pl~s in thoir st'!~uggi~ to reconquer _- the ·territories cccil?ied. by Isr.'.1:;J:.· . :· 

He wondered how those who uere t he perpetrator s of· the . cr iminal r.ggreosion whic;1· .. 
Yankee :i.mperi~lisr:1 Wl'..G carrying out against tho Vie:tn..'tlilOS~ poop1'o 

accomplices . could ::.pec.k of human rights; 'i:.hc.t aggression constituted a flugran'.:, 
I 

ox.ruaplc of genocide. In Viet Nrun tho UnHcd Stat~s had unleashed u \mr, the m:>tivcs 

for trhich wore dospicablo, and whoot:: nims wore unlnwful ·nnd rn.: thods crirainal . 

The United St.ntcs ho.d committed in Vi<:t--Nrun· a series ·of crimes dufined and 

condemnud by interna tiono.l lo.w, and wa.s ns guilty c..s those i t h."\d i tsclf accused · n t 

Nuremborg . 

In the. f::-.cEi of colonialism, neo-colonialism and imperfo._lisr.1, tho pooplcs of 

.. 
' ' . 

the world must demonstr ate their revolutioruiry solidarity with those whn -werc fightir"'ci 

to eliminate su_ch evils , and t he o.rmed ~truggle_ should_ foi"IB a . un~fyi~g and c~lichtcning 

el8mcnt frorn which n new conscious11css of ' human rights uould ~merge , · General Assembly _ 

rcsolutin~~ 218') (XX) nnd 2202 (XX) rooognizod tho legitimacy oI the ~trugglc or 
. ' 

peoples uhdcr .~olonio.l domino.tion and.under t.h0 regim.~.of apa.rt~cid to impler.iont 

their r ight :to independence . nnd -,qunli ty, and thn t rccogni tion extended . to u_ll the 

... ' 

peoplos who were combating impcd:olism engendered by · c_olonin.11.sm nnd • fnf;cism, Th·o · • • ' .. -:: 
disdain · of .·_the ·colonialis·i;, 12nd imperialist- P_owcrs for the United No.tions recoM9ncktions 

and for world opinion must not bG ~llowod to pass unchallongod . The Gener al Assembly 

had cclle::d upon t:11 l-lem.bcr Stn.tcs tc gi ve noro.l , politico.l and Mtcrial assi s ·~nncc 

to movements· of -national liborettion in southern Africc; mid t)lc . gre;ntost. contl'ibution 

\lhich could be me.de by States ;:;inccrdy desiring to c;nf01.-ce: r espect for human righ~s 

\/D.S to · gi v~ -the mmc.imum moral and ph_'(sic~l :=;~pport to pcopl.es which, with woupon7 in 

their hn.nds·, vcrc fighting for the con~uost of thoso rights . 

M.r . Pi',US (Norway) cx;_:>r essed the thnnks of his Government for the goncro1:1s 

hospi tnli t y extended t-:> t ho Ccnference by. the Govern.,nent of Irnn. 
Tho Confere:nce , although convonod to obscr'vc the ' t.Hpnti~th e.nrd :vcrsary of ·i",ho 

. I • 

adoption of ·t~e. Universul D~cl~r nti~n of Human Ri ghts, h~d in addition a m0re scrioas . . 
task , namely the prot1otion and the safegunrding · ?f hum.en rights . Hork in that ~ea 

wqs one of the_ r.min . tasks of ·th e Uni tcd Nations and n bnsic d_uty in its efforts · t'o .· 

maintain pe:acc • . Hnrs und other international conflicts vory often wcro the direc t 

result 0 £ lock of r espect for human rights . His delegct ion· had coma to . the Confor0nco 
\ .· 

: . ·. -· . .. 

,· .; 

,. 
' 

.. ·. 
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with high hopes that tangi~le measures would emerge ~hich would represent a forward 

step in the endeavours of the United Nati ons to ensuro p:rot<:?cti on o.nd respect -for 

mnn 1_s fundamental rights and freedoms . It would give fuli :ind loyal support in all 

such efforts . 

It was difficult to denl with h1.1IJ..~n rights problems with detuchment. His 

delegation hoped, howE:ver , that emotions would be held i n check in the discussions 

and would ~ot hinder positive ~10rk on thnt unique occasion . 

Before commenting on aspect~ of h1.ll11D.n rights vhich he believed to be of 

pnrticular relevmice to the C~nference , h0 wishud to exi~r ess appreciation of the 

excellent wor k done by thQ Prc.p::u-o.tor;y Commi-\:.i:,cc o.nd t o thank Secretariat Bem1Jer3 

and others who had prcpnr~d.useful bnckground'ma.terio.l. 
The _holding · of an International Year for HUlJl.'.ln Rights would und01.1btedly bring 

r esult s .' Norwa.y ho.d set up nn Action Committee for celebration of the Interno.tionnl 

Year, 'with the active support of the Governnent. ~ts work had resulted in increasing 

public inter cut in human rights questiom; nnd a. growing awo.reness of the muny 
, ' ' 

problems involved, thus giving~ new 'impetus to nction nt the nntional l0vcl . 

There was a ::;trong need for sprendi!lg knowledge about human ,rights matters, 

about the vnriouc internationnl inst~cnts in th~t field, about the work undertaken 

by the U:ni ted .Nations and the spociaJ.izod agencies nnd, lnstly, ab,Jut the obli'gntions 

governments hr.d unde1~takon , It wns not propugnndn he had in mind but real education 

~f the ·1)eople. The dcy wciuld probnbly come when the teaching of human rights would 
-

form part of tho qurriculwn in educ~tionnl institutions throughout the world. 
' ' 

· Protection of hu.mo.n rights could i1-:>t roly solely on intermtiom:.J. instruments, 
, 

however useful those might be, nor -cwen on nntionnl J.Gginln.tion. Public opinion 

would be t he decisive fnctor in ensuring full respect for the fundamental rights and 

freedoms of fellow 1ndiv,1dun.1s nnd fellow nations . 

Ho agreed wit h previou~ spen.ker s th..~t, while progress hed been llllldo since the 

adoption of the Universnl . Doclarntion, there w~s no re~son to r ejoice unduly , i 
pnrticulnrly in view of the pcrsi::ltence of rccinl dir.crircinntion. I 

The statements by the · Dir~ctor-Gcnertl of tho United Nations Educntionnl I 
Scientific and Cul turcl OrP-uniza.tion (illIBSCO) ond the United N:itions · High Commissioner 

. I o 

ror R~· ,_. .. ~es had po.rti culnrly il'.!lpressed bim. The magnitude of the bcttle ·a.go.inst 

illi ter .. ,y nnd the pr oblems of the refugeon wore indoed striking, o.nd it might well I 

, be t hat th•J ~elution of those problems ··vould prove to be ronong the most pressi ng tasks 

in the field of ·h1un:1I1 r ights . His Goverl'l!'lent would continue · to support all efforts 

in that direction. / 
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__ Norw::.y .ra3 :-. p~r ty to more intornationd · instruments in tho hur.i.n.n rights field 

thnn any· other Si:,m~c , and h:-.~ r.::contly signed the Iutcmcti ontl · Covenant on Economic, 

Social nnd _CnHt.i·=.l idghu;, t110, Int'?r nc.t i ::-,nn+ Covenant ·on Civil· and Poli t icaJ. ltights · 

:md the Sption~l Protocol an<i hoped to be c-.bie to r o. tify then shor t J.y .. Their entry · 

int o f orce 1-m:; ~f the atno:;t inp.:,r ~ancc and ho trusted th!:':t it would not be long 

delayed. 

Whilo · t.hc ·hdoption of the InLcrnc.tionnl Coveno.nt::; in ·1966 h~c1 been o. welconc 

step f orw0.:.·d, n;_ich r0mo.i m:,d t0 be done: . ' Incrc:-.ncd u:.tcntL::m should be paid t o 
. . . 

questionLJ _rclntod to the status of 'W'omen .'.lnd tho stc.::;1.!s of- children, pc.r.ticu.lr:.rly 

those born ont of 1-1cdlock. 

In his Govcrnncnt 1s view, t he systO!l for the pr otc~i:.ion of hum.an rights laid 

down in 't he In·c<:1rnr.·::.i onc.l Covono.nts a.nd the Op·tion(D. Pro'l..0col , ,)uing t o the lnck of) 

efficient internr.tion.:i.l ffi{'.chineq for ir.p~.emcntn.ticn, was -r.ot sntisf~ctory . His 

G!">v cr nr.1ent uns well cwnro of t.he persi st,ing n.nd tindc.r ct:-..ndnblc r ol:-i~tnncc to accept 

supra-natiom1l j.trisdiction, bu~ th0 mngnitud0 of the oiwtn.cles shoEld not be nJ.J.owca: 
I 

to prcve:nt nttcn!Yi:.s to i':i..nd W(!YS of 0vcrcon:i.ng thcr.1. Norw['_y ha.d , in fa.et , become 

subj ect to in'~o:..·1W.t ionn.l c 0ntrol in rccoJnizing the cor::petcnce of the, Eur ~pe~ 

Court- or , Hur.um Right s . 

HC:; thought · t ho.t :i. Uni t.ed lbti ons High Com::ri.ssiono:..· f:ir Human _;light~ migh'i. 

provid~ ~ cffic1er.t ;1on--bur0tmcr['_tic i nt crn:1tional contro)_ of r. non judicieJ. nnt u:..·c. 

He ~greed t.hc.t ·i;he t in.:: hnd comG t"o pcy r.10rc scrbus n.ttontion t0 the problor:1s 

cr(,nt~d in ·i:ha fiold -Jf hllT!lnn . dghts by technological dcvcl opncnts . 

~fr . •I_EI't_~ (i"0od a.nd J..griculture ;1r grmizatfon) spcG.king o~ b.::hnl f of the 

Dircctor--9enernl of thr; Food .:1.nd Agricul turo C;rgnnizntion (FA0) , who hc-.d u.nfortun~.tuly · 

b 0 en unt'.bJ.c, to ni;tcnd t ho Conf0rcnc0 pe;r z,mc.lJ.y , Gcid th,,.t food stood fi r st tlEong t he 

nc.teri~l needs of ron. The right to n.detjunt0 fo0d ~nd to nn adequate sta.ndnrd of 

l iving w :i.3 n. i'undo.i:10ntnl hu.-:-im1 right , ns p:..·1:>clnincd in ·.;he Uni vcr::;o.l Doclo.ration 

•:Jf HtUnnn RiJh~z nnd the Inte;rnctionv.l Coven:mt :m Eccnor.uc, Socio.1 nnd Culturd 

Rig h t s • . Pood , \lhich ua.s 17ii.J 1 i::, bu.sincss, h~.cl t o be, consi<lcr cd in the corapkx human , 

1 · - · 1 · 1 a 1 · ' · 1 1 .. · h · ~ ~ "' ... "."'· o-x1,,t-.i.ng in · socio. , c~.t·c;,!:..•n , cornn0rc10. o.n p o l'vlC.:::.... r<: :: 1,1 0ns l p:-3 01 ·,ouny , "" ~ 

a wq~ld of mislmder stc.nding nnd conflict3 nnd divc:rgent inter ests. m th the 

inst~t c oramunicc.t i on that naw spc..nned the ilcib-~ , new mw:tns of destruction cN1.ld 

bring n cor.1r.1on c.nn:t.hilnUon , nnd gigr.ntic .famines and pestilclnce£ could rnv~gc vnst 

r e gion5 · ~nd tu-bun a.;.•0.:i.s . N;; cqui vnlent mcr-l1 or s oci~l cor.•.mmi ty h.:i.d been · achieved 

t o counterbnlunca those fncts ,,f physic~2. proximi ty . The peoplc,s of t he world hnd 
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. . . ·, i .•. 

·; ~-: ~:.":: .· '! ~ .• . . . ~ . ." : • . • . . . . ' ' . ' 

':' .; _! not yet discovered how to li v;:; together . .. ,.. . 
t\ .:· . ' ~. . • ' • • • • • . . 
' ;°',.·: . . :the universnJ. p r1:1c:1.::>L1s 1.U11t-1n17 c:11 nnd thus tr:i fc,r:tc :.,,10'1.T thQ irill to net 
~-·· • •. ' . • •• f✓ .. - • • • • • 

: . ·: ,.: . ·· .. t ogether for thGJ coxr.J'.,lon good . 
" • l • •, • • 

.: :·. ·;:;-:}?.).'.:;:Sf:;< 
1 '. : • • • •• 

: .. : .. 

The Confcrence 1s · tl'.sk was to r eaffirm 

. : . 

~--.. ~ ;, .. • /. : since it~ inception, 1''!.0 !1r.c~ been engaged. in hel!)ing t,, achicYc the fundamental 

t',~ .. : ·:_ ·'gocl set out in tht:: Uni ver_s~l Dednrn tion . Undor its be.sic Charter , it was coilllili ttcd 

//?:. to· -p; ~moting th~ common welfare und in pnrtict9-nr to rc.ising nutrit ion levels r.nd 

-~~-~ .. .-~. _living str.nda:rd~·, ii,pr oving pr()duction o.nd clistrib~tion :,f food nnd agricultur:il· 
, . J .. . .. . . 

·r:' _: .. .-_: .. pr -:>ducts nnd bottering· the conditicn~: ')f rur.;l popula~ions . Twenty yc:'.rs cft,er :;.ts 
,, .· · .. 
-:·,;··.<. /ounding , _FAO's Coristit,1tion hr..d b0cn amended to ntr:to that its objective was to 

-~~ ·;·. __ :_· ensl:re hUlllrulity 1s f r oed.J!il from hunger ; and nt its f 01•.Ttcentb seseion the FAO 
, . . · ,. ~-
. •:··_... _Conicrencc hc,d 0.<l.o:_:rt.cd n declc.r~tion r egv.rding the Intornoti6nnl Yer..r for Human 

,-' ··: / ~ghts , proclaiming 't)mt the future of tllll1kind n..~d the pe~ce of the world could not 

;_(··, ,:~:· be secure t;lens r.1an' s . fundo.monto.l right to · freedom from hunger was universnlly 
.,, . ., . . ~ 

· ·_- · ~ · _: recognized·, · nnd th .. 'lt the granting pf thnt basic right ·wou.1d further t h e achieveu1.:mt . .. . . 

·:- · .· ;- of nll other human rights · ns defined i n tho Univ0rsnl Dcclarntion. ... . . ., .. . . 
' .; · i:. :: · llumnn rights did not exist .i~ f. vo.ctnlI!l; nor ccittld they be ei'fectively promoted 

.:-::,: .:·.<· or· ~a.fcgucrdod _unless ordinc.ry peopi'e ho.d ~ccesu to goods o.nd sorvices excoedfo.g bnre 

:;'. ~-- ·· ·piinimum needs·. F.A.0 1 s prir.tr'.ry concern uC'.s with people ~ngcged in ngricu.l. tur c in a.11 

,i ••,:::_: ~-1:ts· plw.s~s . In n:-.ny ports of the world thosc .. peop~c continued to live n.t o. subsistence 

' '.: . leyel, o.nd F!:.C1 s e.ffor.ts wcr~ imod' n.t chcnging th,. Gxisti ng cycle of low productivity 1 

·' '. •. · mo.lm.itri t ion, !)OVcrty mld dis~asc: 

, .. /. . Social .justice for the individuo.l r equired na.tionnl socinl justice , and in the 

;_>. :'.·:wor l d or der , n rn.ti0nn.l nobilizo.tion nnd distribution of resources . The accomy>lish-· 

·· ).. ment of ·Lho:s<, ends 1n tu:1'n requiX:ed .chc.nges in .a. tti tudes 2nd pr o.ctices, for which 

.-.. , ~• o.'dequa te poli tictl n.nd nornl ;;iot i vn ti0n uns needed • 

. .. _ . . : .Tli0 Freedom frc-n Hunger .Ca.r.i:po.ign hc.d a. t wofold object,1ve : to cr eate worldwide 

.' _. ; <·unde~stonding of the no.ture , grovity QJ,d. urgency of the world f ood situation and 

··:_. ._: :: .ther eby to create the will to tclce essent ial c.ction for solving thnt problom. As tho 

: .. · .. · . ~~~ond United Uations ·conference on, T;.,_de nnd Developra.cnt hnd .r ecognized , 'lihe conscience 

_- \ · .\of: the world hnd been nlor~od to 'the dangers_ nnd .urgency of t~e problem, and it wns 

_-: • '. · now f or the prcs,:mt Conference to ln.y the foundc.tions for prnctico.l nction on tho 
.... .. ~ . . . . . . 

':_'.. . '-,: be.sis of p'Jlitico..l a.nd· r.iorcl rlotivntim_1. · · 

,:·.,. The growing youthf\llness of the worl d was nn6ther fnctor. tha.t was prompting FAO 

..... :·to· increctse -~he -~empo of its work . The . age -group o~ t wenty , five yenra and under, 

·_: -'. n~w ~ta.nding et betm,~n 40 and 50 per cent -:,f the t otn.1· population in most countries , 

.' · would br .:mother deci!.de or so beconc c.s high ::1s 60 per .c1:))'.lt . The implications of 
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tha. t development in terms of employment, :educa~ion / ·h?usiqg and social · facili t 'ie5 : . · < , . .-
ver-.;;. -~~-r.i. -;us ~ :~et most natio~al d~vei-~pment· ~l~i,(w:e;e · ·;aili~·g •:t~ ' hle the~ -:i~to· · .· · · :. · ·; <;? 

,, . . ,. ' . ., . . :': :. · ... 
account . - The most happy augury j n . tha.t. si t uat.iov.'._ ii~s·· the uo~ld-uide de~nd for ; ./. . _. I . 

socia~ ju~tice · ·coming from the· young everywhere . · . They -~e·re ;e;using to accept the .. · : · · .. , .' i/,;· 
. ' • 

undesirable as inevitable and indeed . were ques.t'ionirig_ the very bases on uhich a.flairs 

were arranged, .Welcoming that healthy phenonien.on, FAO had instituted a. special 

programme, The Young klorld Appeal, desig~ed· to. involve. that gener~ti~·n ·more ·eff~c:.ively~· _( .,., 

in developni~nt . . . :., _ ,, 

Acute human suffering a.nd hardship attended: the grim f~od ·-problem.:. T.he_ probie~ • . . ,' .. . . . ' . - . . . . . . . : . . ~ ,/ ., .,. 
was not merely a hwnanitarian one but was closely linked .uith aid , _trade ·and the process•.: _. · . . . . . . . . .· . . : ;, · 

of economic development . · Although it_ would de~line i _n . relative importance as overair_ ;_: : . . · .. • 

econ~c ac_t~ vi ty grew, nonetheless agriculture would remain for. a long · time to come , ; .. • '/ 

the l!:irgest ·sector of the economy in nea._rly all_ ifove_loping countries.·• The . rate of . . · ' · · ··· 

growth in those countries ~,ould ·be iargely detemined by the rate of growth in 
' • . ' . .. 

agricultur_e; a main source of foreign exchange . earnin~s • . :. 
.. . .. ,, · . 

The. Conference was concerned · with. the human probl em and must bear -in mind thr:.t . : · · 

half ~f .the world I s popule:tion was suffering· fro111 hunger or malnutri t~on · or both. · . · . · .· . · · . 

Those· _food · aeficiencies were reflected ·in . reduced a~tivi ty or capacity· for · .rqrk ri.rid~ · · :;. . · · 
. ' ., 

in childr en, in retarded physiqal -devel_opment . The world ·protein gap was grci.ring ·.· ·, 
. . . . ' . . ' .. , . ·. ' 

a par ticularly serious matter i'or· the :physical and mental development of children.. . . . : . 

Indeed~ mortality· among children, , ai:t~ough oft~n a~cribe~. to· more medic~Hy. or s·o~ia{li. \ · .: . 

acceptable causes, was often ·at root due .to ~unger. or malnut~ition; · · · · · · / \ ~-, 

Owing to the population ex:!)losion, the .probieni of increasing world food· supplies : 
. . .·· \ . . 

was both one of removing existing deficiencies and -of providing .food £or a rapidly 

growing ,population. The task wo.s a formidable ·one when reckoned in. terms· of the ~apital 

costs f or social services, health, · educ·n tion and . rion--produc ti ~e investment such_ as 

housing • . ~For ·that reason, FAO had .consta~tl~ a;gued 'thut -~opuiati~n growth and f~od . . . 

supplies mu~t be considered together and that international and other action should : • • I 
L 

be t -aken in_. the full light of the close link between the t;wo, · : .... ' . ' '. 

To give some idea of the dimfnsions of food denand for the future; the projected 

populati~n increase would require -a _ 60 per cent increase · in ,foqd Stlppl~E:S t?Y 1985_ in 

t he developing ~ountries, merely to maintain e_::ri.sting co~sumption levels. · In order · 

to close the nutritional gap· and to meet ~he · rising dema.nd for -food following ·upon ._ 

rising. incomes, 'as well as to reduce .the impact on budgets caused by large·· food imports, 

. . . •, 

. ' 
food supplies in· the developing countries would hav~ to _ grow at the rate of 4 per cent , . . 

• ; . . 

_-; .. 

:.,:/~~)~f ;> ·:_·)-.}. - I 
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per year, assuming an _over-all gr owth rate of approximately 6 per cent and a population 

· growth of 2. 5 per cent . · 
Undoubtedly the goal could be attained, given the c_ourage and the will ·to act . 

SUfficient land ~d water resources were available; what was needed was to .improve 

land -tenure and utilization practices, eliminate shifting culti vation and uneconomic 

land-':'-se patterns and Dake,available \.'ater supplies for double or t riple cropping 

_'. ·. , . where that wns feasible . Technology end science could provi de the answers . For 

.- instance, r evolutionary new varieties of wheat and rice .had been devel oped which with 

careful adaptation could offer yield·s three to four tiraes greater than the traditional 

variE;ties ~ . Wide---scale investments , going ·ro.r beyond anything whi ch countries wore 

. •.: .'- ~ow making available, were • needed, together with the provision of credit, extension 

services and marketing, transpor t and storage facilit ies. Waste due to dlsease and 

pests must ·also be combated. 

A~ .f or the r ole of the devel oped countries in eli.r.tlnati ng hunger and malnutrition, 

food aid would continue to be of the ·greatast importance . In t he long run, dependence 

on such aid must cease , but f or the time_ being it could make an important contribution 

, to agriculturnl and general development . Secondly, there was need f or increas~d 

t~chnical and financial assistance. A rapid r ate of economic . growth r equired adequate 

savings nnd i nvestment of as much as 20 to 25 per cent of national income . The goal 

of 1 per cent of ootionril _incoroe to be made .available -by the developed world , set by 

the United Natio~s General Assembly, had been raised by the second United Nations 
. , 
: ConferencJ on Trade and Development t o 1 per .cent of the gross national product. The 

level of international assistance was still well below ~dther target. 

The third and most important factor was trade . The FAO commodity projections 

to 1985 indicated that i.Iilports · of agricultural products i nto the developed countr ies 

uere likely_ t o grow at less tho.n 2 per ·cent; per year . Accordingly , solutions had 

to be f ound to replace policies which protected high-cost f arming, discouraged incr eased 

:consumption 6f agricultural products by truc::i.ti on, and discrimin~ted against tho 

· mo:vement between countries of processed or · :.emi--processed pr oducts. New and improved 

commodity agreements and arr~ngements 1 finn.ncial schemes rel ating to .international 

def~cit payments , diver sificati on, nov approaches in regard to synthetics , improved 

productivity in natural products , assistance t o facilitate t he development of · · 

agricultural processing industries in the developing countries - those and other ' 

stops were essential, 
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In tlia' gen0ra.l context . ~f' agricu.1 ture, ocn I S rights.· undoubtedly acquired 1l '. / 
. . ' ,. 

special _and c:pecialized signi_fico.n?e . : :Man was tro.di tiop.Q.lly relia_nt upon the ~and ·. 

and the '.fO_rk_. of his ho.nds, a fac_t often o;erlooked in tho thermonuclear age , The 

persisten~e . of hunger and mn.inutri :t,ion must be regarded ?,S a continui_ng social 

injustic~_of concern to all bodies and indivduals . 

The PRESIDENT invited the representative of Israel. to speak in exercise 

of the ;I'ight_ of . reply • 

. Mr. Klt~\F (Iraq), speaking on a point of order, said he wa.s reluctant to 

take up the ·C0nf0rence 1s time ut that late stage of the meeting, b~t felt bound 

to pr otest o.ga~nst once again having to hear the representative. of a country that 

was committing aggression against States_Me~bers of ·the United Na~icns . The 
' . . ' . 

represe1'.tative of Israel, far from refraining from exercising _the_ righ:t of ·reply. 
. . .. . 

in acc·ordance vith his stated intention, w~s seeking the floor day after day; and 

ii' he we.s to be heard every time he wanted to attempt to justtfy his Government's·,. 
/ . . 

aggressive policiGs, that would be tantamount to put~ing ·a premium on crime . His· 

own country h::i.tl been hesitant about attending the Conference at all, for it bud 

not wished to ·be present at meetings in which an aggressor State was also 
. ' ~ .. 

participating. The Governments of Portugal and South Africa, however dishonest 

tl:eir policies towards their .subject populct~ons, · had been honest ~nough at least · 

not to attend. 

The PRESIDENT, interrupting, request~d the representative or Iraq to keep 

~o his p0int of order. 

Mr. I<.RAL!~ (Iraq), co,i~inuing, said he would ask the President on 

proced~rnl grounds to deny the. right t~ speak to .the representative of Isrue~, 

£or exercise of the right of reply would. not right . the wrongs perpetrated by his 

Government ; ir..dced, in the circumsfance.s, the so--called right o-r: reply violated 

the rules of procedure and the work of the Conference should. no l~nger be d0lo.ycd -

by di.scussion of the pol itical matters whic,h would undoubted).y be the subject of' 

t he reply. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the rules of procedure contained no restriction ' 1 . 

which would support the objection made; he would accordingly rule it out of order · . 

and .inVite the ·representative of Isrµel to . speak in exercise of the right of reply. 

. , 



. ,. 
•' 

.. . •. 

:•. 

: ; . . 
·::<, :: .. . ·. : .. · _Mr~ ·COMAY (Israel) said. -that the representative of Iraq obviously ·preferred 

\\/ : that those who were o.ttacking. Israel. should not have to listen to a legi ti.mat1a 
,.-;r .•. , . . 

·;:.;,·_'..J .. defen~e. If th9 r epresentative of Iraq and o.11 other r epresentative3 of .Arnb States 

~; '.i.
7
/ ·. ~ould · cease launchi~g· vicious atta~ks on Israel,. there ·would be no need for h:i.s '"' . . . . 

·/:·~· -.· ·a.elegati'on to put. the r cco .. ~d strnight. On that occasi:m, however, the representative 

~.\::'· .< or Iraq.-had leapt to the fals~ assumption, for the remarks he hnd to make had no 

:~),'.._ ... · r efe~ence either to Iraq or to· the si'tuntion in the }tlddle East . 
- ./:: . •. <- •:· · - .. His delegation had listened with deep sadness to scme of the rE:-11JSrks mad1e on 

t:/.; the pr evious day. by the Polish repl"~sentative. P0lru1d had a special pla.ce in the 
. ;,': , . 

_;-; - . .' history-of the Jewish. people. Before the S~cond World War, its Jewish coromun:lty, 

·'/ /·.'. ~ which had been es:tablished in Poland f or generations, had numbered three and 1!l. bnlf 

. . · million. Despi ½e problems or" poverty and anti--semi tism, the community had been a 
I ' ;-.:_ : • • . • 

;· · . : vigorous and creative one. The Nazi occupo.tion of Poland had led to Hitler I s 

. :,.,. so-ea.lied "final .s~lution of the Jewish question", i . e . t he physical genocide ?f the 

· __ ·,:,' .:. -". · J e-ws; : and the Polish Jews had · c;nsti tuted about ·hal_'f of the six mHlion Jews 

:·>:> :·: sla~ghtered ~t th~~ time. The death _crunps ·or Poland f ormed a m9nstrous roll ,of 

dishonour on Polish soil: 

.. . . . . • Today, .there· were only s_ome twenty-odd.·thouso.nd Jews left in Polnnd, and it was 

>.' . -shocking to note the revival of o.nti-semi tic attacks upon them. They were being 

~ >,< ·.: made the pawns . of an internal power struggle and · the scapegoats for current unrest, 
.. , ' . •' ' 

.1'._· ·· :· . as well; as the butt to bolster ~ unpopular stand on .the Middle Eo.st conflict . 

·< ·· · :, ·.Even c~mmunist . par ties elsewhere in Europe were _expr essing concern at that 
. ' . ' -

-~: .' ·. : _:· dsvelopment, which vas a source of revulsi on 8lllong dec0nt and civilized men 

\· ·: : · ~veryw-here. _ His delegation did l)Ot believe that that ugly phenomenon was an 

.· . · .. authentic expression of :the· spirit ~f the Polish people, n people tho.t had given 
• I •• • . 
. ; . · so much to the. world's culture end had struggled so 'tenacio~sly ~n the past f ~r 

-· its· national freedom. 

. ;, 

He would refrain from giving chapter and verse in suppor t . of his asserti,ons 

and in conclusion would merely cite a repo~t appearing in that day ' s issue of 

. ". ,. ·Tehran Journal, quoting moving words about the current wave of anti--Jewish 

hysteria. in Poland l!,'ttered by the world-famous concer t pianist··Arthur Rubinstein, 

.who himself was a Jew gf Polish origin. 

' .. · . 
. ~ .. 

The meeting r ose at 1.10 p.m. 

I ,' 

.' 
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.A/GONF .:32/SP.j_{ . ~ . ~ . . .,.. 

· In the absence of the Pre~ident; Mr. Cassin (France ) ,, Vice-President , took 

the Chair.' 

. ·· REVIEW OF 'PROGRESS ACHIEVED AND IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED, AT 
:~ .. · . . THE INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND NATIOMAL LEVELS, D1 THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS SINCE 
· .· THE ADOPTION AND PROCLAMATION OF :'HE \,'NIVBP..S.U. DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 1948, 
; · PAR.TICULARLY IN THE PROGRAMMES UNDE.RTAKEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED 

·AGENCIES (agenda item 9) (A/CONF .32/4, A/CONF. 32/5 and Add . l, A/CONF .32/7 and .Add.J. 
_ and 2, A/CONF. 32/8-10, A/CONF,32/12, A/GO?lF .32/13 and Corr . l , A/CONF. 32/16, 

.. , A/CONF,32/L,9-L,ll) (9.2,_n,.tin:!!_e_q) . 

EV ALIJATION OF THE EFF~CTIVENF.SS OF ME'f.tIODS AND TECIDHQUES E.l'.fPLOYED IN THE FIELD OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS AT THE INTERNATIONAL AND THE REGIONAL LEVELS (agenda item 10) 
(A/CONF.32/6 and Add. l) (contin~ed) : . 

, (a) IiITE:!:iNJ~'fL)NAL INSTHU:-U:N·rs ; CON\T'£i'ITICN3J DECLARATIONS Ai'iD RECOOMENDATIONS; 

: (b) 

. . . . ( c) 

(d) 

. I MPLEt1iENrt..TION MACHnnmy .AND PflO,~DulIBS; -. 

EDUCiTIOt~i\.L MEASURES; 

ORGANIZ ~TIONAL AND INSfITUTIONAL .ARr~GEi."tENTS. 
... Gener al debate (continued) 

Mr. SAARIO (Finland) s tated that the canpaign for the defence of human 

rights and fundunental freedoms had gone beyond the stage of definition and was · 

e~ter ing the phase of implenentation, which alone vo,Ll;d gi ve meaning to the results· 

of the first stage . The.Universal Declaration of. Hunan Rights had ~chieved a sta tus 

.which transcended the early expect ation of its eh-afters . It was r efl ected in many 

'national constitutions and international instruments . The Covenants were even mor e 

effective instruments than the D8cl~ration, since their provisions wer e binding on 

the St at es which ratified the~ . They actually went beyond t he scope of t he 

Declaration, in that they laid down principles such as that of the right of peoples 

. to self- determination and to dispose of their natural wealth and r esources - a 

·pr inciple which had asst1r.1ed crucial importance in the last decade and which extended 

. the scope or· hur.ian rights beyond indivi?uals to certain national entities . 

Furthermore, the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights made p1·ovision for the 

protection of minorities, 'fhich ~era ~ot to be denied their cultural, religious and 

li'nguistic right s . The weak point of the Covenants was that t heir provisions wer e 

binding only on the .States whicq bocl:ll'le parties to them; and States which were unable 

· or unwilling to assume the r esponsibilities entailed by the Covenants would not 

ratify t he~. I t would seem appropriate, therefore , t~at the Universal Declaration 

· of H~~an Rights should cease to, be ~erely a solemn r ecomrn~ndation but should become 

an integral part of international law and as such binding on all States • 
. For that pur~o~e, it was necessary to· devise implementing machinery which would 

be accepted by all Statos . It was true that the Covenants as well as the Convention 
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on the E.l.imimtion of Racial D.iscrio.inati.011 already tna~c provision for such machinery~ 

but their applicability was limited-to those States which were parties to them; the 

Conference should endoavcur t o devise · uni ve~sal r.,achinery. 

Ti10ro oxipte<l nlready ti .t'unr1, of experience of v~.rict1s types of impleme;1ting 

ra3chinery. I'he r epc,.r.ting s ys tea of _t he United Natic,ns had pt-oved particular ly useful 

in a number of -specific instances; it ha d been l ess effective in conne~ion with 

repor t s o~ a general nat:ure . A second sys~em ,-:c::s thc.t cf communications , by which a 

government wau.ld :.:oport, t.he failu·-~e of another gc.·.re~U':ler.t to fulfil its obligations ; 

world opinion woul~ thu:=; be aroused, which might·. i 11duce tl1e offending gover nment to 

cori-3c t viola t:i.ons\ 

An effect:i.ve :~mpler.:o3nti.ng m~c!1inery, if univcr.s:::lly· accep~ed, would be one. that 

pen'!i tted aggrieved i!ldividuals and groups to peti ticn o·,• •> ··:.~'11:lin to international 

cgurts about \i.c] :>,tfor.3 o·::- huni:.n r-i ght-s, As yet,> th.:i.t· po!-;sibility was provided fo( 

in only a i'e i.r specific c ases, 1·or c;.,.rupl e in the Optl0.:1al P:·otocol to the Covenmt l)D 

Ci v 1: :.~~d Po:.i t_;i.ca l ~.ig:·1 ~,P . 
. 

_In keer,1.ng · ·.;::.. ~h its ~-r :id::. t.:5.or s, Fir,lanc! hcd e i 6J1~d the Protocol and was preparing 

to .,:'lt.-~.: y it; H .. i.shcd to ccnfirrn j t3 wil1ingr>.ess tc ?.s sume ::..ts international and · 

Howev-)r C:E>::;:i.~~ble it vas the"t ai l tl!~ Stctes which rati.:'ied 
•, 

t:10 Cfr·J'e:-i~nt on. r,ivil 'lnd Poli-ti~al fil {;hts should ilC CC'p~ the Protocol aS well, it.. -:.. 
• I 

wouJ.d sc,e.rcoly be :re~~ s -1:ic 'tc eX:'"lCt -ha~; t he d g!lt of petition would be univers3lly 

r ec r: gn:L::;ed so~r, c.:1d th<}t State< w•JU.• 6 a.banr:l-:-n their con:;'3rvet:i_ire attitude with regard 
. ' 

Th-2 ~rad:-;dca] consequence was that, 

wri .. le 5.t \-:11.3' g~nerall:r e.d.T_i. t t ~d th-,t. r·espect io1- and 0bsn-:-vt'!n.:?e of humo.n rights were 

c-:F i .ri.te:-·t1'ltior,.:1l ocnc e·.:n, ne.t:..0,1, .. 1. -,o s>i::re..:..i;a:..J· p.r:-o(u ,,..1. .;~d ar.y l ntel'vention by an 
. . . ' . 

int.ern~tj_on~l <'.:-g::n ir. tit~ e'.:.::;-:t of a 1•iol:.1t.i on of humen ri.gh ti: . To facilitate 

r e cogni t::.on of' the right t.o pctiti.on, · it · '..'ould pe;-l->~j.'s be o·dvi.sable to set up national 

mu~r..ine:."";,· , t!- r- :i 1·eg'~o:1'il nach.~ns=-:i:y and ; when app:copriatG1 the necessary international 

machinery ; 
Finland had experience of -t-,;.> ir,stitu~ions with 1-::iich i t had r eason to be 

. . 
sati.d.'ied: the long--o~tal>liohed institution of the omb1.tc1 :::-1c1nJ who was elected by 

' . 
pgrliament, inde p~ndcn~ oi t he ex::u~ive orrrnch ~~d co~?atoni to he~r complaints and 

whc 3 e r-iu~c1·-~isory funotion::i extended. ta the cou;:t::i , -3d'lli;i~.::-tr.:itive bodies and other 

pub)J .. c ::iuti!-:;r:i. t.:i.cs ; and t}111t. of t~e C:1ancell.:,:.· ::-f ~Tustice, who was competent to 

e ,··n.se the sdmin:I ~t-r <J. tion of justice, pe.rticu:1.1?:·ly _in the field of human rights . sup •· 
The ·j_rnplenenting maci1ine:ry bid <lown for the processing of petitions under the 



··< E~.1:~J:,ean: ·j~iw~~ti~n on. ;un:e.n Ri.'ghts ·exe.r.iplified a~ ~ffective r.iethod at r egi ona~ ~eve'l, 

~ / 11:; did. th~ · co-oper ation betwe~n t he Hordic countries with r ega::-d to l egi s lation 

' . . :. ~oncerni~g human ri~hts·. . · 

. If one looked et the uchieve~~1ts si~~Q or.c could s~e that the various 

·.<trnited .Nati ons bodies had been particularly ac tive in thE: f ield of discrimina tion on 

) g~ouuds of sex • . ·· rn addition· to v ar ious studies· and r acomi;iendations , there e xisted . ' . . . . 

. ·.six Conventions on that subject., and t~he General Assembly had adopted a Declaration in . \"', . 
• .. )Iovembe-r 1967 . T}:lat ·_wa·s a gres t s t ep forwar'd. . At the theoretical level , consider abl e 

'.,<"'~ :::-~gress had been achiaved ; . but much remained to be done through lsgislative and 

:_-·, other measures to ·ensux·e the. observance of wot1en 1s rights' Rnd to secure ~quali~y in 

f .:t~e fi;lds. of ed11.o a tion, vocational troining and r ?munerat i on . 

, . Ref erring to nnother funda.J!lental right - tha t of f amily planning - he said he had 

•. been g::.ad to hear the Secretary-•Genersl stress the matte r i n his inaugural speech. 

·. · 'i-fu~tever the methods adopted, tlie utmost imp~rt~nce should i n any case be attached to 

: , ccuc~tional measures, for only they would bring about the de facto r espect of human 

'./ r-ig!).-t.s, of the· dignity of the · human person and of• his fundamenta l freedoms . In that 

·. cc~1.exion he expr essed satiGfaction with the progr runr.te of o.dvisory services in t he 

'.·.'. field of human r~ght s, a~d expressed the hope t hat r.iodern educa tion~l t echniques would 

·. ;be placed e t the _. ;service of the pr·omotion of bUEan rights and fundamental freedoms • 

-;: . . !-fr. OZGUR ( CYP.ruS )·, . after r eferring to the aims of t he Teher an Confe renc~ 

;(~hich r eflected the vords of the United Nations Chart er ) , said that its task was a 

~-· .c'i_~fficult ·one for it concerned r elations between human· beings. The Conference should 

''.:· 1,1.3k_o evezy ~f for t to adopt posi tive steps for t hfl def enc e , protection and i r.iplement a tion 

.: ·· of hur.ian right~, 

: ·._: It vas M nkind I s boast t hat it had r eached t he highest degree of civ.i.iization in 

·:· i:t~ entire history ; ·it should otrive colle ctively to combBt inequality ; yot ther e . . . 
-:surv!.ved discr iminatory r Acial practices which were an affront to civilization . The 
~ . . ,' . 

elJ,mination of such practices vas ~ task · in which his country, anxious to comply \J1th 
'. : . , . 
:: ~he decisions of the United Nat ions , was doing its part . Another f orm of discrir.rlna-. ·.. . 

:•. tion was coloni alis~ ; in that field, however, it w~s gratifying to note certain 

.'·· ~dvances in recent years , s everal countries having a t l ast obtained independence , 

·. 'Ihe United Nations had played an important part in the process of emancipation. Even 
• ; t l 

.- s?, -. the process of decolonizati on was not ye t completed; it was importan t t hat it 

.':s n.:,u:!.d ~e complet ed ss soon ,as p~ssibic . ! 

: ···: · ·The United Nations had als·o made every endeavour to a waken mankind to the 

· ~ealization that the pr ot ec tion of human _rights was an international r espons.ibility, 



'/~~Ij:;_}-5:;, ; · . ; ·.: :'''•,i:t~1~['::~lj';}}~!;;;}f)1.rr2~~-t~t.il~~r!1\};,:;;~ Jf 
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,_ .. ~.'. ::< .. . .. · .. . _: ........ ·., .. ~--:----•::-· .... ~: ~;:-~ .. ' .' .. =··· ··.,. ·.·> ;:·-:· -<-·. 
and · it h~d· endeavoured to formulate measures to di'schRrge · that' responsibility; He · · ···· · 

.. • • 1· • ; • ·,. •• • • • • • . • ., • ,= ~- ··, .. 
e numerated the various instrucents adopted by the · United ·Nations in · the field of ·. · ·. · :-... :·.: 

human. rights; · Cyprus had ratified r.iost of them _and i ndeed ·. ~ntendod to r a tif'y them a~i : •<·'_.-·.-_: 

The Conference should review the ; emaining obstacles, ·evaluate, the effectiveness •:} ·:.:>> 
. . . . '"" . . .. .. , 

0£ the methods used and formulate a progr amme of neasures to be t aken ~o achieve its . . · .. -' . 
. , .,. . . . . ' .. , . . . . _). .-~ ... "' 

aims . · One ?f i t s most .urgent tasks ·was to e_nsure the effective implementatior1 of the .· ·. , . / 
. ,,. , . - ... _ . ;:, . · .. ':: . 

pri nc:1, pies and rights which had r eceived universal acceptari?.~ in theory . ., .... , - .... , \ .. ,•. ~ .,. . 
It was true that among the organizations of the Unite~ :Nations family ext ensive .· ·,. ':-,,·· 

• , ·· •. : ... ' .. ► , 
machinery -was in existence for dealing with hu.11a~ rights . .· That · machinery should be· : · .. , · . :: , 

.. ·-: : .·. 
evaluated, expanded and ·vhere ·necessary iI!lproved , but care should also be t aken to · .. : · . .- :~ .:· .·. 

avoid. conflict ing and overlapping· procedures , · He w~s convinced that a w-ell-balan~ed , ·_.,• :··. _'._'_·. 

and carefully co-ordinated int ernational syste~, ~cting in :co-ope~at~o~ .with -~egional ... ·· :/ <· 
organiz~tion~ ·i n ·the field, would prove to be one· of "!,he major ass~ts oft·~~ Unite~ .·,·. '\·_::.'i, 

'I • • I :' , ::, , 

Nations.· 
.. 

The ·confer ence had aroused greet hopes which· ough~ no·t ~'to be. b_~-t rayed. It 

shou1d write ' a new chapter in the history of. humm rights ; · it was in• that spiri.t ., . 
that his delegati on vould try to r.iake its contribution • . 

. ·· .·: Mr~ LINDT {Svitzerland) r egarded it . as a _hopeful ;sign that tho Conference 

was b~i~g ·held in n: country which was handlin.g the ma jor ~roblems of t he day 1,d:th 

s u c h . skil~ and vigour . The con~ept . of tnman· r ights was not new, 'but it ·he.d been .. . . 

1 e£t -f:o _ the t'.lentieth century and the ·united Nation.s .to arnalgamat·e the ,ideas .in o~< • 

lJniv-ersal Dec;i,arat1on . Hu.~an r i ghts were a vast mosaic 9onposed of elements whose· 
' . . 

importance va~ied from country to . .. . country .and l,/hich could be ·expanded .,:fror.i generation 

t o g~nez:ation. . To translate the concept of human rights into r eality was a . veritable 

l a b o ur for Sisyphus , for wars were constantly undoing wh~t .- had been . achi_eved; even 

the 1rit ~r ne t~onal Year for Human .. Rights, had beo'n ~ very· i'esting time for many- r.ien; .. · ·. 
. . , . .. . . . 

owing to· wars . 
·. -.. ·., : 

.. · ' : 

' 
. .. ··. 
-·, ·. 

s-wi:tzer~and, for example, had a t tained its present seren·e eiid stable condition. after . 1;• 

Long y ears of_ struggle and thanks t"o . a spirit of n~tual toterance . · • 'Yet, even the . ~ :•,- :.::--.:-:·· 

SwiSS c~nstitut i on still con~ained certain vestige·s ·of .~eligiou.s intransigei:ce and, • , .. :· ; 

l t h.ad ,to b~7?onfessed, made 'no provision forwomen 1s . suffragoi .the 'Swis·s Governm~nt···· 

itowever; firmly resolved to r emedy those tw-o anachronisr.is . , ,. 
\'aS ? · . . . . ' 

• ·J:n•. addition to the old yet still topical P;~bler.i of t~e protection of minori_ties , . ·:. · · ::·:-', 

~ r eferred briefly to new ~sychologicei problems: · t echnocrats tended to sacrific·e ' .· · \ .:·:;', 

4io :tndi vidu_al to_ th,e efficiency and r ~?idity ·~~ cat erial ~.chiever.ient s ! -9.t the same 

ltnJe, t,her ~ was no hope of corivincing ,the young people of the d~y· of the velue• ·or 
~ ·. : 

\. :' 

i• •· •.·· . . 
•,. •• . 

. \ .. · 

. ' ' 
.. : .. •· -· ... , . 
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human rights \L~less those rights became more than ~ere talk and could be seen to be 

a rcali ty. In tha·t _respect, a very heavy responsibility rested on the Conference • . 
' He touched on a third problem of a gan~ral nature : the wholly new questions arisinB 

out of the dynam.i_c expansion of science and technology. Men wer e pr obing further 

eve-ry day into nature 1s secrets but were not very capable of assessing the social and 

- hunan r~perc;issions - boneficial or deleterious - of those discoveries . In those 

_new domains, no very clearly defined law was yet in existence ; it was important to 

. ciefina . the law, _or else tho t:.•adi tional human _rights mi ght well be gre.dunlly eroded. 

__ 1ne noecl a:i:-oses the:;.•efore , for the creation of a body of international law for all 

which would take account of the ne;1 powers· \ll.th \./hich science had endowed man . In 

cvnclu.sio;.1., he pointed out that t here had been unanimity in the ideas expr essed 

dliring the gener al discussion. If that unanimity could but be translated into 

positive :r:..·oposals, the Conference would not be a m~r d cor:nnemorati ve meeting but would 

instead mark a turning po.int in the development of human rights. 

, M~ . MEDANI (Sudan) s a id that underlying all men 1s endeavours'to advance and 

i'm;:>•:o\·e t,heir lot was the idea that all human ~eings had the same right~ irresp~ctive 

or 1·ace; colou:·, sex: or social or national origins . 

'I·'.1e signatu-::-8 of tho Charter in 1945 and the Proclc:1111atlon of the . Uruversal 

Declaration 1n 1948 had been based on the r ecognition of human rights; unfortunately 

, . scrr.e Gc·,•er·nr.ieni:.s like that of South Af:t'ica and the regime in Rhodesia did not see 
, 

- ·: .these rights except in the ~ ght of their own local laws . Hence it was for the 

: Uni t.eJ tJ4tir.ns to wo:-!~ for the overthrow of those r egi mes which constituted o threat. 

l-o peace and se.::urity. 

I n t ne cct!rse of t.,.:enty years: the Universal Declar ation of Human Rights had 

b•~cor.ie pa::-t. or' internat.:\.onal l aw. 

Sndan h oci. .sot up a committ ee of thirty eminent Sudanese for the defence of huroan 

r ights. 1'her~ was too littlB time to consider his countryrs Constitution in detail 

o0: to conpar.z its provisions "1i. th those of the Universal Declaration on Hume.~ Rights • 

Hm-:over, it -wes worth l"emarking that fundamental rights and liberties were ~bodied . 

· in a:,ticle 5, paragraph 1, of the Con:3ti tution vhich prevailed over all existing or 

. f 11tm•e ::.-a, .. ,s. Th~ provisions of the Universal Declaration which had. not been embodie~ 

~.n 'ihe Co:1sti~ution of the S~dai:i were only I!linor ones and tbe forthcoming Si..danese 

l:_~:-::,~,.:ibl:- :'or ,1~1::..cl:1 elections were just about to be held 1o1ould consider how best to make 

gooci t.ho!le def':-.ciend es . 

In his first statemer:t he had mentioned t he atrocities committed against Arab 

l."lstoad of replying to that point, the r epr esentative of Israel had 
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launched into an attack on Sudan , ~ccusing it of massacring ~illions of negro~s 

in the southern districts of the countr-1 • That was absurd . 

. What had happened was that 1..rhen British troops had left Sudan in 1955 a localized 

mutiny had broken out in the south·; most of · the victims , hovever, had been Sudanese 

fron the-north . In any case, the responsibility for the situation lay with the 

colonial Power, since the Sudan had no~ attained independence until 1956. The : 

Sudanese suspects arrested on _t~at occasion had been ~ried. in court and defended by 
I 

lawyers; tho~e found innocent had been released, othar s had been sentenced to te:r;ms 

of' i mprisonment. 

· In that connexion, he referred to the Closed District Acts , the l egal code in · 

force at the ti~e in southern Sudan under the colonial Power; their aim was to hinder 

contact between north and south, and aft~r the proclamation of independence they had -

been repealed. · Their obj ect had been to foster hostility batween the two parts of 

the country. 

ii.fter an _unfortunnte int~rlude las ting from 1958 to .1964 under a military 

government, the Sudanese nation had restored a civilian Governr.ient, which had 
. . 

re-enacted a Constitution that r ecognized the rights of all citizens . Sudanese had 

r eturned from exile, and all the 

t o settl e the country's probler.:s 

countri~s had sent participants 

its success . 

political parties in the country had held a Conference 
I 

in a pea9eful and democratic manner. Other African 

to the Conference and thereby played their part .in 

General elections wer e at the moment t aking place in the Sudan in an atmosphere · 

of liberty and del?locracy. All parties and all areas were taking part and 60 out of :no 
of ·the seats were ollocated to the southern part o{ 'the country. The facts spoke for 

themselves , and the Sudan was open to visitors who could see the true situation for 

t h emselves . 

Breaches of hUr.lan rights by Israel, however, could not be defended. He had with 

his Q'\,l!l eyes seen attempts ~ade to intil!lidate Arab leader s who wer e r esisting the 

cccupation of their country. · The Conference would surely co·nder.m Israel's attitude . 

The · .fact that the Jei.rs had been- oppressed in the past 'Was no r eason for them to 

oppress other nations r.ow. The vhole world. including the Arabs , had contributed 

tol,Jards the defeat of Nazism and the liberation of the Jews . African nations 

. eluding Sudan had also experienced oppression and massacre during the colonial era. 
1D . , 
Yet they had not claimed, on attaining independence, the right to maltreat other 

pgop1es . · 



;\;YJI~;l~f f :~ .. :~;f,:'···t :}:?;'{ '.-;; .•. \;t~}·j•;'·t .•. ·.··•.:· ·•·. , .. ·... . .•)>t:· /,:· ... ' '.· 
<\.,.:· "'.· -,·_":: The 'Israel' representative had said .that hisc·ountry had ·assisted Mr. Jarring?-n · . 
)_· ... : .· i . . ..• ·; ,• . . . ' ·. . .. ' . ' ' . . 

~~Ji · · every possible _way. Actually if Is:tael had taken notice ·of United Nations .decisions 

~-<;-: .. /:h had , beeri'_very nuch !!lore ~ vi~late than ·to apply them. 
·:,:.\"_. . . 

. ;: ; ,;. : 

/ :". ,. . delegation had endeavoured to -describe the situation as it was • 

The representative of Israel -had seen fit to · attack Sudan. The Sudanese 

. . . , : . 

· ·•,: . .-.:,· Mr. FENAUX (Belgium}, after paying tribute successively to His Majesty . 

){{·. ~he 'Emperor, to1 Iran, to Princess Ashraf and to ,the President, . Mr . Cassin, said that 

/:/:, \h~.-ample docllr.lentation, published in good time in the working 'languages, had enabled 
,-;.,· . • . . 

)~ ·:· ]5articipants to · have a better grasp of the purpose of General Asser.Jbly resolution 
• . . •, ' · ) . 

;-~· -,· 208l(XX} of 20 Dece~b~r 1965 • . . : - ·,. 

. . . \ 

:· _--;·.(. -~~-ed and · to prepare a programme for the future; 

\·\: _.: :, •-:-·: In perfo~ng its· task,
0 

it had .to act in the spirit of th~ United Nations Charter. 

, , ··:: :: / A;cording to the preamble of · the Charter , · the fundar.iental hUP.1an rights were the _.main 

The Conference was expected to review the achievements,' ~valuate the methods 

. :"""•· .. · , 

. ,:-:··; ·issue,. with emphas~s on the dignity and wor th of the human person~-
- ~· . 

The Universal Declaration was not a manifesto of any one doctrine , dogma , party 

:';_--~: : . or :system any mor e than the Charter . was. 

:': ;"i··. ·.::, .' ~ · ._In one simple·. article· _th~ Charter dealt with the rnainti:mance of international 

-- ·.~.:: · peace and security, · the principle- of equal rights of -peoples· and int~rnational co-:-
. > ' : • ., 

.. '~;. ope_ration, in ?ther words respect for human righ~s and fundamental free~oms for all, . 

·. :.-. .>. and described the United Nations as 11a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations · . 

. \;::_ i~ the attainment . of these common ends~ 11 • 

· · ::·· . That article overshadowed the others. For that reason, the representatives of 

· ,·:,;~· -;France and Italy had dnwn .attent:i,on to the link betGee~ I'.espe·ct for man an~ protee:tion 

.of his rights on the one .hand and world peace on· the other. 

· -· , .Beyond al~ others, it was the main pernanent universal problem of respect for 

.: /. ···~uman· rights and :fundamental freedoms which the Conference had to face . : Ma•nkind was . . . . 

· • ;r threatened by v~rious perils, including over- population ·and poverty, subjugation to .. ·, . ~ : . ·. . . . 

·. : _, ;_ -the , machine, the enslaving influence of s·cience and technology, the dullin~ of I!l.inds by 

· · · ·, ' (the force of propaganda in police States and by ~or.ll!lercial publicity in systems under 
. ~ . . 

· . \ which. persuasion was the rule, the tendency of the Sta~e radio to monop~lize inform--,, .· " . 

·:, _:·;:. a,ti~n, · the concentr ation of newspaper ownership in the hands of · a few private owners, 

-:·· _ { and , _ last bu~ not least, the .r.ionstrous growth of . the power of destruqtion and the 

::< ·'_ pr:oliferation of new weapons -of .war which inevitably' gave mo,r c and more . specialized 

': .. --mil{tary technicians power of decision and execution that :r.iight usurp the r esponsible 

, : . ._ ci v:i,lian authority. 

'-.,,,. , . 

I 



.:<:·r '.~f:f}!'.f:f ff(:·,.· •. : '~:{f rtilii2f:_t}f ;i< I1;:~i)l'./~~Ni .tJsR'.i/ ·: :;.>:;.:; 
. ·Those 'were the real probter.is a~d i·f th~'- C~nfer'e~ce_.· forgot ~hii-t:-" th~y wcr~ .far and ·:. ! •.< • • -.~ 

away : thl3 ·mos~ important, its work night be :·rutiic·.·a~d lc·ict "to ;~~thi~g' b~t a few triflfog, .:·: .. \ .. :._ 
orotund·: rasolutions . 

I . 't . · .··· ... , .• ', .. , ·- . . . .· . . , · .. , 

·< 
•. In h.is message from the r ·os £rum of ths· l,Tnited Nation's G~~erd 1lss~mbly the Pope . ., : 

had ,. more than ever in the past, . committed the Roman Cath~lic · Church, wh~s~ · spiri tuai. ·;: / :_-;- ·'-:_,,; 

authority, like that of other religions , would ~ontribute :: t~ ~h~ :ad.vanc~uient of • " . . ·' : ·.>l 
: .. _. ·:... . ,, .... : 

wo:r:ld- side respect for hUI!lan rights. , ,: .···:,\ 

, The' _s~r~ousn~ss and s~nse of r esponsibility of :nany stat~~ep._ts durin~ ·~he general 

discussions had been most remarkable , whateyer their ideological inspirati had becih • 
.,. . . . . . . . . . 

That sense of responsibility was -:the · future hope for the · Uni tcd Nations and for peac·e, · . . . . . . , . 
and it was right_ that political' issues Rhould b~ kept \Ii thin limits·. As Mr . Cas~in 

had said, t~e smouldering problems would burst into flame. if :io solutions ·were found 

to objective problems . 

Decisions . taken by unanimous or nearly: unanimous votes had· the advanta·ge of ' . . . . , . 

advancing human rights . Such-quasi- unanimity,_ :howev_er; coul~ ·only be achieved _if · ·. · ~ 

.;. ·~ ··. 

. -; . ' -~ 

. . ' ' . ... • ,; . 
' · .. -. . ,! 

. . ..... . ~ 

r easonable and obj ective p~si ~ions . were take~ up, and the· recomnendations that ·the : ·. :,,:: .. ~-

Conference would formulate :would carry veight ·and have validit; and authority only if .:'. -~ ::'. ·:~.; ·\~ 

they .reflected a reasonably ge~~ral feeling . ' =·: 

·. ~n ·the matter of rcspe~t for human rights ~nd fundan1ental . . freedoms , there .was rio . · ... '. : ~-'.\_. 
'• : ' : '< .~:~ State -wholly beyond cri t1cism for its past .or present actions, Indeed , if ther e was:·. 

any one issue wliere it was wis~ not to be ·self-righteous , it vi,;s sure_ly. that of human 

rights . It was debatable wheth~r real progres~ had been ·mad~,: at one extreme, in 

cases where maximum social- ~q~ality uas ~ccom·p~nied by· mini~un .pers'anai- freedom , or 

at tbA other where hwnwn dignity -was highe·st _and where there vas a minimum of police ·. 

to contr ol society. 

For tho historian, the advent of economic; : social and cultural rights · wa·s . 

chronologically more recent than . that of civii _and political rights . But, in real -. 

. \ . ' · 

terms , ~ivil and political rights were a guar ~ntee of other r i ghts; · they _wers better · 

defined and less subject to change . , . 

. : Curr e~t events proved that where the authorities had given the people the ful lest 
. : . . 

economic · and social rights , the latt'er clamoured loudly for the civil and political. . ' . . 

liber ties which they did not .enjoy. · As had been hinted at hy the r6presentative of 
' : . . . 

Hungary, the imponderables ·had to be taken into , ?ccount. 

.. • ._. . .. ,: 

' .. : .. .: ;: 

:• ... 

The sal!le relativity was o.pparent· in the ,~xercisc of the -:right. to self-deternination, _, · 

which had been satisfied in .Europe and Latin Amer ica in the nineteenth century and · ._ ' . 

: .. ; 
. . 

l 

... •, 
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rec:ognized ruore re·cently in-· other continents by the historical effect of d.E:colonization 

·~h:t°ch ·uas· re;ch.ing Jt~ ·final sta;es. Fro?,1 the point of vieu of hur.ian rights , , however, 

self-determination ·was ·not the final word, Personal servitude had been known to have 

.retur~ed, or to have been introduced, with national liberty. · Independence was -9nly 

a -r~rm of enfranchi_scment fro□ foreign ·countries • 

. Belgiun·, for example, had taken four:· gener ations after its i ndependence to achieve 

a democracy with an egalitarian suffrage_;· it had the n carried out econor.i.ic and social 

r eforms and, more r ecently; gr anted equal rights to wo~en and achieved a balance 

between different language communities, 

· called for early-action. 

·There was a tine for everything • Wisdom 

1 
: . _.- In that connexion·, · he said it would · bG unfair in a year when hunian rights were 

being ' assess~d · no\, to pay homage to the enormous efforts made' in Europe during the 

nineteenth century and the firs~. half of the twentie th to emancipate the workers or· 
. ~ . 

, , t he world end to establish in~qrnational .co-op0ration for peace among nations . · That 
.' , 

great movement for _ s~cial and ii1t-3rnational peace had a world-side inpact and· 

repercussions.· It ·was the origin of the International Labour Office and then the 

Intern·atinnal Labour'Organisation _(ILO), whose positive achievements and progral!lr.l.e . 

had . been described by its r epresentative. 

- ' Belgiur1 had ahmys had a t r adition of 1.ntern3tionalis1:.1 . It had constantly 

supported the ILO, and played its part · in tha . 'work of peace in general and, the work of 

pro!'lotfog liur:ian rights in particular. ,;_t the t •.mth 1mni versary of the Universal 

Declaration, a Belgian had sublliitted a dr aft r 3sqlution on tea~hing the principles of 

th·e· Declaration as a r.ieans of combating discrir!linatior. · i n education. 

· · He pointe~ 6ut, incidentally, that int2rna ti0na l co-operation had co~e about in 

. '. the first instance as a r esult of t he initiatives of the private sector whose own 

efforts had come before governr.;ent efforts . It wn.s· thE:: :-:iagnificont network of non

governmental insti tutiol)S that had led to the cren.tion ·of inter-governmental 

organizations. By their varied social characteristics, non-governmental organizations 

were a direct and spontaneous forr.1 of dcraocracy . They were the shapers· o:f opinion, 

which thay educat0d and guided in :1 nunber of hur1an disciplines: In that r(:is pect~ 

. they were a valuable auxiliary in tho d,.,fcnc ..:,J of hUr:1an rights . F0r the i m.plenentation 

of the , · :.venan t s 2n9- their inco~pore tion in natinnal L:i.w, it would be useful to be 
. -

· able to count on the co-oporati0n of s~ch 0rganiz:1tions , which by their ve ry nature 

were deeply concf:lrned wi tl'.J° fundnncr,tal· hu.r:itm freedol".ls . 

· ' ~ With r egar 9 to ·governnental r 0sponsibili ti0s , hG -said the soundest foundations 

for the Conference 's work wor e to be found in th.;; r egional orr.;anizations. For 
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example.-~he Council of Europe d~scrioed in its rep~rt the first measures taken 

to transfo:nn, ··on a regional' basis, the rights and freedoms set out in the Universal 
/ 

Declaration .. into legal obliga_tions binding on S_tates· and, a:t ·the same time, to set up · 

international machinerv to ensure that those obligations were respected • . 

· As ·the representative of Denmark and the -Deputy Secretary-General of the Council . _ . .,,,· 

of Europe had said, the EuropeAn · Covenants -repre_sent~d the culmination of the progress '. ' 

made _in the field of human rights and followed the same lines as the univer,sal 

Covenants. 

That two-dimensional international structure was ·bound to raise functional 

problems of co-existence and harmony, and it was essential to prevent the universal 

systems and the regional systems of protection from operating in different and 

possibly divergent ways. 

Certain proble~s might arise in that connexion .when the definitions formulated. 

regarding the very substance of the rights guaranteed - were not uniform in the 

international covenants and in the regional inst:n.u:ients. 
f 

However, even more complex . 

problems might result from the e:io.~tence, at each lev~l, of institution~l machinery · 

for the more or less effective control of tne respec·t for human rights in the various 

States. .-

His delegation did not question that, as far as the substance was ooncerned,_ the 

ins_truments -drawn up in the United Nations gave-·excellent dcfini tions, possibly even 

more. satisfactory and oore complete in certain r espects than those in the older 

regional conventions. But it was to be hoped that those covenants would be 
" implemented as widely a~ possible and that the regional systems of protection would 

not continue to fall short of the guarantees formulated within the universal framework ._· 

of the United. Nations • 
. On the other ha~d, i.d.th regard to the institutional machinery in cases where the 

protection -of hUl'?lan rights was to take the form of th~ _establishment of bodies, 

powers and procedures that would 9ffectively guarantee the observance of such rights, 

the provisions adopted so far in the -United Nations did not appear so satisfactory as - · 
. . \ . . 

those which qad already been established and implemented on a reg~onal basis, 

especially the provisions of the European C_onvention on HUBan Rights. The latter 

provided for binding -decisions by the European C9urt of Human_Rights or the Committee 

of Ministers of the Council of Europe, whereas the procedures set out in article 41 

of the International Covenant on Civil and Poli.tical Rights and in the Optional - · 

Protocol thereto .did not lead to such results. 
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· A;lcONF.·32/SR '12 · • • ' " • ' · ,. ,· • 'q ·· ' •· · · · ,'.C.]?{}}{('.; /ilI ;:1:y~ I'f {t: .;lJf }t))•~:it t·}}:Z<; f •:;r:· (X\ : -· · ·, · -- .-. ? .' .. , . ,; , _--
;:;,:->:,_: • . .i:_ :: ·.:.By: _~aintaini'nf· and d_$,velopin~ :the •stipervisory machinery ' set up on ar~gi~nal .: 

\i:\.' \ b~;i·;>.~na:·:'b~; co~ti~trini ·'fo_; ~ns~i~··.th~t it: r~dtioned ;effectively and efficiently, "tp~. ; 
;:: .... ·: .. ·· .. !_;_, ; . . : ·:,· .-_. • · .1,1. ~·.·:, ·. · . . : .· ' -- . ' : _:. -~- , .: ··~· .. _ . : . ... \ .· -: . · ... 

:•::~-- ·.-:States or : groups· ·of States . concerned were giving evidence of their will to . ensure ' , 
. 1-:-.. 1. ~:*~·· . ~ . t: - ' .. · . . . ;_. . ,. . . .. ..: -. . . .· . . . . . 
:. -~t- . ·o·pti_mum r~sp~ct for human_ ;rights_. an9 fundamental freedoms. It was to be hoped th~t· 
I.".' i': ... :, ·. . .. . : ~- . . ·: . '" - ' . . . ' : ·. ' ' . ~ . . . 
~;;., _ _. _ _,· · ti]eh· example; whi,ch was :'iri• line: 'with the provisions of article 44 of the Internati:onal 
:.'.:l(i, . ,· . . " . . "'· , . • .· •. . · · . . , . . · : · .... . . . . · , . . • .. 

. >;>": · Covenant ·ori :Civil :and· Poli tfral·'· Rights·, - ,;;ould be followed and ·tha t one day equally : '. 

{:_-i· -~·":'s~·tis·f~~~6fy, :tf ~ot :,be_tt~·r,. ~1:J.~hinery -c~cld be. ·set. ·up •within ·a framework that . would 

;J~::{~~---~~,1~~~ -,~Yejsai{ · ' ·· . .::: ._ \ '. · _· . . . ·: · 
:.) _·::-.i :· "<-'. Consc~en~e demanded.· that. the ·. ut!!los·t be done to ensure observance of hur.ian r_ights 

/:'(_ ~ci'•furitlameri•tal freedoms ,for. all . : - :•. .. . 
" , • : , •• :. • - • .: • • 

0 
• 1 > • :-. ° C • 0 , ., • • .- • • • • , • • .' • ' , 

__ : __ ~j'_: ---, .: '. All, ;t~a:t should be at 'issue ·were the .progressive. stages and r.iethods , wi:ys ·and · 

<}/: .'_ :l!l~,a~s ._· ·p;~ci'isely what·· the ' Tehera
0

ri Conference was expected to discuss . But the. work 
t.,-1.., :' ~ I• • <·• • ,.. • •. • ~ •♦ • : • ... ~ • , ... : •: • • • O' • • • • • O - •' • • • 

·-::,~.: .. · o.t;'. the Conference had to take .. ·as· its-framework and basis · the proble1:1s of 1 peace a_s · 
f_,t:··_ i ::~~~1·e~-- ·- : .. •. · ... , . ... -
\~?· ' .. ; ·;: Bergs·ci/had. expres~~~ -t-~e :as{c fact.s . ~f· ·the -current problems very well when he 
~ : .-. • ,; •. ,• •, - ' , •• , ' • '. I • • ._ ~ ' • • • • • •• • • •- • ( • • 

/\7:.; :·.had as~~d_:: ·. ~ould there. materialize. a universal ·soc_iety, respectful 

::(;O: ,,6pe~ to;_thel"whole of hur.i~n_i ty: ~a·. t r an~cending , the ''closed· society" 

of btll!lan rights, 

of the city ·and_ 
~.;. • • :,/ l • ~ • . ' • ~ ' . • , ; , . • • • '• l • . •. • • • • • • • •, •. ' . : _' . . ' • 

·,.:··-._:;-.the !'}a'.tion;·· ·or would'. peac·e and freedor.i never be mor.e ·· than a period of respite and 
;-: ~ ~ •• ' • ' • • • ,. • > • • • • • • 

'/(;_~: . . :·.;.pr·8parati0~ "for$ War?· :·., · · ~ · _. · · · 
,;.: • I _' : , • _,,' t,,, ' •' " ; , : , • ,', ' : I ' • • • , • • ._ ' •. •' , • , • ; .< :· ; · .. . .- -· Accordirig to Bergs on·, prinii tive· instinct could be ·repressed or diverted, since· 

~~/\'·,·:~~~-n if ~tb~-~'. instinct· ~xist~d by: it~elf\t ·nevertha'i~·~s clung to rational niotives . 

::··r·: . : I~-: ~as . f~r''t,h~ Conference t~ -discov~-~ 'thos~ . rat~onfil ~oti ves ' which sociology ' was· 
· .. ~ :• .. : )"". . ' . . . . ·. . : . . ' . . .• ~ ·- . .. 
: ._.-:, -.reducing 'to more and more discerpible causes, r.1.aihl y ·of an "economic · and der.iographic. 
; :-. ! .~. ~ : : . < <.. . ~ 

__ r·: .. riat:ure . 
' . . 

Again .according .to Bergson, the r.iain .. task ·of en jnter national body aiming to 
\ .. : ., \. 

·:· '···. abolish··war ~was 'to eiiminate- such/ c·auses or· to atte'nuate their effect. 
.~. . i ~. -~ . ' : ' • ►• • • ' ' • • -- • -

. ' ·· would be a milestone in the aimais of- pea:ce . if it made _a contribution· to that ~-· .. ,, ·, . . . , .. 
The Conference 

i~.-~ . _hll!llanita;i.~ w;rk. _ . . . ' : ,' . . ·.< ; . , . . . . . . '·,. ' . 
· ,,-.. : ·• .. j·.. . . · Mr , BYSTRICKY .(Gi.echoslovakia)' said that the Conference was taking place -~t 
:: ' .. . 
-}i":-: . a. tir.ie when his country wns going ·through a social pr_ocess of direct relevance to the 

:-··;,: .:·~~oblems pefore the Confer'enc~. The· ·obje'ct of the natfonal discussion taking place 

/ :\ : tod~y ;-·;.s·:j~~ prepara~io~ o'f ne~ sta~d~rd~ in the. fi:eld of human' rights and civic 

liberties. ·· ·/ : -· • :-; 
·: ~>·:~-. 

.. , . 1;: 

;-. ,· Over: -the past: wwenty_ y~ars /his country had exp~rieu'ced contradictory developm~nt, 

'wilh m.lr.ie;~u~ positive achi~verients, ·especi~liy: with .r egard t'o ·economic, . ~ocial and: . 

. ~i'.i~tura:J- .rights _a~d the abolition ·of :~<?~inl inju~ti_ce; - on t _he. other· hand , hu.~an rights 
; 

, .. 

.. ,,,. . '. 

. . . . . .. 
. . , . . : . 



and .. .' political-liberties: that ·had becm·. lirnited:or: suspended during the revol~tioriary. ;_.: ,:/:,,'.-;, . 

. -\~a-·nges ; ·:had ·n~t ~11 bean •;e~i;t;oi;c~d ~hert.th{/:sho~d -h~~~ -; be'en·~· ': .. ·_ ; ., , i . <,:\:1_:./{\\: 
. ~e event~ taking pl_~~~ i:i '•_hi::i_ °CO~t·;; :di~' :n~t . qh~ltenge the ~o~~alist: riatur,e · .. ; ·, ,: : <,>: ~ 

of_-~he n~tional system but were ·_d5~ec_t~c!L~t ·its-•; _eri~i~~-~~ce~ ~. It-.~~s- the. socia~ist .· -:>:-'.'.°;) 
. sys'tem 1.1n.1;ch created the ~ece.ssa;y" :~;ndi_tions . for 'the .. ii:i.n .d_ev~lopment. of t'tie f~e·d~~-::':i:,::·:)r 

• • • •: • • • • • • • ; • : • • • • • • • ' ' • • r • • • • • • • ,., ' • • • • • , ,: ~• • • -~• 

of · the citizen and the rights of r.ian-, the: c·r eator • .. : His country- 1 S · aim was ,to -make; .-: ·:: _':'-,°.~' , 
• , • ' • " . • • \ , ' , 

1

' • ' , , • ~ - . I , ,. r, , • ... , • ,' •, , •• • • · •, , - . I_'.' ..: •. ·. ,·-~··:,.·> ' 

full use of- the possibilities inherent· in. scic_ialism and · to • build a society- in -which:· ,· ·t: -~·\, 
. . .. . , .... . . . .. :.. , .... · ' ' . . . ' •, -. ' . .· . .. . . .' -=-. -. ' . :,: ... f ' • •. • ~- ·:::· 

socialism, freedom, democ·racy ,and hui:ianism fomed· a.·unity of ideas · and reality; ·. :•_Farr_~·.-.<.: 
. fr~m· beJ.ng a rigid system·, S

0

0Ci~lisr.1··. was capablei ·~~ change·s~ an·c_1 j e~elopi:1e~_t,': a .·.c9~c~;(,-: (),•;; 

. e~pressod in th~ prograrmne of. 'the .ne11 ·cz~6h~s1o\rak· G~v~rnm~n-t whi~h ai:oed ·to de;~lop , ,.\-.-:;·,-/) 

the. righ_ts 'and freedoms . ·pf . its' ci tiz.ens'~ esp~cialiy' thei; politic al -~ight~ ·_aiid . -', ~--' ·.·:: ,. <-.; _;:/ 
• • ' • • • • • . • • • , • • • , • • ' • • # • • 0 • ' • • • • • 0 • • • 0 - ; I -~ • • • ; t' ,; • 

freedoms; : and which considered, the ·r.:i.ghts . of, :the ihdi vidual -as_. the. cornerstone of 'thf ··. "-\:'.. 
so6ialis_t Stat~. · · A wide r a~g~ · ;/;~-~isla ti ve . and, ~n~t.itut~~~~l ,.-ch~nges .;~r~ ~~-i~g:: ·., :;~:\_)): 

prapared: and significant chang~s :i.,ere. beini ~ade ,in th'e p~li ti~~l and eco;oriiic ·syste~:>~:<_; ;-
• I • • • • ·, •• • , l 

· Fundsmental ·civic and ·politir.R.l . rights·; -in ·particular .the _fi-eed~ms of- asseinply . and :\:: ·/<'.>.\ 
. association. arid the freedom .01' op,i~i~n ·'and-exp~-e~sio~ ~;;e a:head; 'bei11~ ~xeidi~~d ~()·;;·:/ ';') 
- than . ever· before. . ··': . - . _;· ... .'-~-. -, . · . ✓ :· ·. ·, , .~.,,)'. · \{ : , 

;: . .... .. • • • - · • • • • ' : j ... /.1 • ... -. f • ! j : : 

, , The Czec~oslovak Gover~ent,':' aware of· .t he' scientific and tec.tiriical revolution .'·•, .. ; .::~ ,: , 

. that . was .under way' had .also . ~et .i ·t~~~-f . th~ fa'~k of ~~algamitini socia1isni -~nd . . __ ; .. ·_·· '. /{.(// 

scientific ·and technical progress wHh del'l6c;~~y a~d hU.'!lan~sm; 'in a ' way in. ke~-p:i,:g :. / .·
1:\:·.:·\-'f 

. with the finest t~aditions· ·~r- th~ - Ci'ecli6~l~vak p~~p].~; · · · For that·, it-had 'to :de~·;{ ;~::.-;:: '•,:·:;; 

a ;yster<i of placipg scie~ce . and : technology . . it. 'the· _s0fvi~e'- o{ 'mankind:·. . . .. · 'r .. "'.· ·: --::: :;(.; 

Socialisr.i ,.did not· aim· mereiy .to,: 6vex:thro~,:' the -'.~bsoi~te >' but· to'iad~pt :-: re.::.~d~pt·'.-; .. _ ,.,_-;·:':'. ... 

and dev~·lop further the values·, . ;ights .a~d :rr~ed~~s-'t~at -.... ~;e pa~t ;i mankind 's· .~omnio~ . _:·,;.;._. 
. . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . \ . - .. . . : . : ' ._: ,· . •' .. ·~ -,~ : · .. 
heritage ,-...... His delegation was ctmvinced it had much to gain in that· respe_ct:from t,he_,;, .. •·..t_, 

. ' . . . ~ ' . . . . . . ,"• . . 
Conference. and froin .. the -experience. 'of the··participating nations, , .. · · : · _-. '.'. :···., ·.-::·. · 

. . . . . • . '. ·_. . ~·· . • • ..• . . . . ·. : . .. ' ,r : :-: •:·:. 
, .. Intcrna tionally ; . Czechoslovakia highly __ appree:ia t ed the Unfvetsal· Declaration of .. :.> · -:''.: ; 

.Hunan Rights which suc.ce~ded in h~~m-onizi~d-the fundaine~t~l ~~tions bo~n -Of :the ·.ingiis~/i./: 

Ar.leric~·n and Fre~ch r ~~oldtio~~ · with ~.ho_s~ .. bo;~ of-' the g~eat Oct~ber . revoiutio'n·.'·: .·-: ~e ;_i,_/;.; 
Declara~ion had p

0

laycd .a·-very ~o~i'ti~e -~art;' i~ s~-cur.i ng . progress in the fiel~ of.:·'\. >:\/ 
_human rights;- . b~t hun~'er '~ dise~se, i ~nora~c.e ·a~i ~eny ·oth~r scour~~s we;~ sti~-1 :a· ~ad. ·: <.i,'..: 

. . . . . . : . . . . . . ·· . . · . ... 
reality.-as was evident from the document~ of 'the '. va~i~u~- ~pecialiied agenci'es. -.. ·~: : --. :·: ::·-.;, . 

. Mci~eove~ ~ · the -enormous .advance i.• in t~chn'ologi and t~·e : ab~d;rir:-~--of c~n;ur.1~r:· ~ooci/ ha~-. . :· .:t :,; 
• ; • • • : • ' • • • , \ ' • I '• • • • o • ' • .. .', ' • •,; , ; .-: • 

not made for a . happier · or . mor~ balanced life · iri' :the weal thy. countries, · whose d. tizeris .... ··'. / ':-

suffered from nervous b;e~kdo~-s, depr·e-ssion; . fr~strati~n and al~~~atio'n f~o~ s·oci~ty/!. :_·':J. 
So_ciologi_col research had ~stabli~hed that· ~ne of ... the .causes ·.r'~r :such' ' a (,tat~. ,of , <--~ ,-:. . ,: 

. - t , . . • . . •' 

• : • 0 > 0 •, • : • • ~ • .•• .. ~. ~.•• • • • • • • •• : • ~~ •• I • ,: • • • : ~• . - ~· •_.';" • .- ... 

. : '· •• : . \ . ··. .~: _1. ':·· :··· f 

. . • . 
·' 
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.-.: ·. · aj'fair~-.was . the f'orrnal ·_character of many social institutions and the ineffectiveness 

.of the people's participation in the governf:lent· of their country and in the 

adJainistration of industrial· civilization. 

The whole .world was certainly facini tre~endous scono~ic, social and moral 

problems, which could only be solved by long-term pro~ram.~es of _action . New problems . . . 

,,,. doubtless -demand~d new solutions, but en~rgy and goodwill were· all that was required l 
for r;1any current pro1:'lems, That was why i_t ·was so r egrettable that at the tine of 

. the twentieth anniversary of the Universal Declar~tion millions of hunan beings were t 

·: · still victi.r.:is of .colonialisn, racisn - particularly apartheid - and imperialist 

aggres_sion. While ·progressive forces 'Were being persecuted in some countries, in 

· . · others war crimnals were para.ding freely, protected by their governments. It was the 
. . . . . . 

duty :~f the United _Nations to strive ceaselessly to put an end to such a situation; 

.. Czechoslovakia hoped . the Conference would recommend effective measures in that 

conneµon . 

, The Czechoslovak pe9ple, the first victins of nazism, were disturbed to see their 

western neighbour tolerating the existence ~fa neo- nazi movement. Such an attitude 

· ·could ·~ot be justified by freedom of the press, of expres~ion or of assembly, for 

nazis~ had been,_ responsible for the Second World War and for the extermination of 

milli'ons of hur.ian beings. 

As far as );he international protection of hw.,an rights was concerned he considered - . . 

·the adoption of Hunan Rights Covenants had been a success which pr~ved that 

:ideological differences should be ~o obstac~e to international co-operation. His 

·. : : delegation was. pleased to announce t}:lat .Czechoslovakia would shortly sign the Covenants; 
. . . 

· it was of the greatest importance that as many Stat'es as possible should also sign --·----- . ' 

···; _such--l'nstnun,mts . _____ It was a 1:ustake that the Covenants -were. .not open to accession 
--.... ___ .. ~~...._ ·- - --- . .. - -

· by all States; · while emphasi_zing the·-pr'inciple of non-discrimination, they contained 

articles discriminating against one- third of . the world's population. The Conference 

should recomr.Jend 'that the Generai Assembly should exercise its rights under ~rticl es 26 . , . . . 
. , and 48 of the C9venants and invite ·al+ States, \Ji thout distinction, to accede to those 

. · · . instruments. The same should apply also with · re_gard to all other treaties on human 

··· rights~.-, 

International bodies had an i m~ortant part to play in the control and i~plementation 

of hunan rights . The protection of those rights was the concern of the main United 

Nations organs and the subsidiary bodies set up under Article 22 of the Chart~r, and 

·. of the bodies set up by a nunber of specialized agencies; their authority and 

.. cor.ipetence could, if necessary, · be oxtcnded t0 the limits set by the Charter. 
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The creation of a post of High Cor:nnissioner i-_61· ·Human · Rigilts wo~d-, -of course, .,. 
be useful, . but his competence should not _g~ beyond the Charter, and an .atmosphere of 

~utua~ confidence should prevail. 

The United Nations should -proflote econo~ic, · social and cultural rights, 

~~ressing their interdependence, and should concern itself especially with the gro....i.ng 

dissat isfaction · of youth with ; fa; status in society and its disillusionment with 

institutions. 

His delegation hoped that the Conference would h~lp cre~te throughout the 

world an atmosphere in which acts contrary to the Universal Declaration would meet 

with general condemnation. The ·great,3st success the Conference could achieve would 

be to succeed in awakening the conscie11ce of men so as to protect human rights not 

through institutions but through the people themselves . His .delegation was willing 

to take its share of the r e~pons~ bill ty. _ . 
Mr. Bm! (Republic of Viet- Nam) said that as _ari Asian he was pleased that' 

the Conference on Human Rights was being held in an Asian country which had ·proclaimed 

those rights twenty- fiv.e centuries ear1ier . 

He stressed that the Republic of ~Ti~t-Nam had always conder.ined r acial discrimina-
. . . 

tion both in theory and practice, and ~the policy of ap~rtheid in particular. 

He then .described his country 1s aehievements in the. field ~f hllP.lan rights. 

Viet- Nat!l had had a constitution since 1956, Th·e 1956 constitutio_n had been replaced 

by another ir- 1967. Both constitutions guaranteed to the South Viet- Namese people 

typical rights of a true democracy~ in particular .the free operation of parliamentary 

insti tutions : / 

;, 

The 1967 con~titution represented progress iri the implementation of furidamental 

human rights and ei=isential. freedoms. Article .2 -proclaimed the _equa·li ty of all 

citizens ....i.thout distinction · as to sex:, creed, origin or ideology, A ·number of seats 

in the House of Representatives _were r1~sAr,re_d for th~ ethnic minorities of the high -

plateaux and the delta region: Article 6 guaranteed respect for and protection of 

human digrqty~ freedom, .Life, property and honour. Article 7 guarante~d the right 

of defence and prohibited tor ture and i:i.r bi.'trary detention. Subsequent ar ticles 

acknowledged the freedoms of religion, expression, information, assembly, association, 

movement and r esidence and guaranteed the inviolabiUty of the home and correspondence, 

and abnve all freedom of education. The r i ght to work and to a fair remuneration was. 
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: . . .also · ~ecognized. · ', In . tha~ !connexion; . he . said'. tha.'t · the ';I.and ref(?m undert~ken ·_in }9.56· 

· ····ens~~d ; ·r~i;e~-di~t;ibriti;n ·of land. ~nd enabieJ farme;s to become the owrnfrs · of the 

: :{~na··.they _~~tivated • . . Arti~le 16, -~hich'contai~ed the essential principl~; .of the 

.·, :/ ;f~ily_··~ode ad;pted i~ {9.59, ~aranteed_-protection. of ~h0 family - the basis of 

/ · :'.- · .'~oci~ty .:/ the int~rests . -~r ·the · children and · w~rnen' s- rights, identidal to those · of men. 

<;_:; The. ~o~-stituti~n' furthennore prot.e~t~d the independence of justice without which · 

.·>.-_ · :'h~~ri- rights ~ould. b_e .no;. 6ore th~n· a . hoilow expr e-ssion~ 

\ _ ':' -: ; .. · -'-Thost:! -~er€! - the prin;iple~ of the c9nstitutiori; a_nd he failed to see how some 

\: . ... co~ld. ~11.~ge \hat : the South Viet-Nanese ·_p.eople were oppressed. Journalists from all 

· , _.: over · th~- woz:id }:l~d bee·n .·~:bi~ t :o obser;e . the. course of the 1966 and 1,967 elections. · 

: . Saigon1_s· _policy was an open ·and democratic one, in strange contrast to the policy 
. . ' ' 

·or: Hanoi. <· 

He denounced regini~s ·which outlawed individual freedons, imposed a one- party 

system, ·c;~trolled educat~on ~nd _information and overwhelmed their peoples with 

.-_ •,· p:copaganda until they wer~ no longer aware or' being oppressed. 
:·· . . . ' . . . ' . . . / . . .. . . . ' .... 

·· . . . He hoped that the· Conference wo~d ' con3id~r such practices, which were a 

: ·. · · · violation of . human right,s_: and which in his opinion were a scourge comparable to 

iLliteracy, and ·that it would seek .means of putting an end to them. It was the 

,<•~· business : of the United ·Nations to fi~ht for .the r estoration of justice a t the national . . . . . . . . . - . . . • . 

' · a~d- international levels. and to help underprivileged and exploited peoples to emerge 

. _ ';,.'.)'rori(their ·ap~thy ~ ignorafl.ce and pove·rty. 

:- . · · His country .wa~ in a -position ~o appreciate how riuch the feeling of universal · 

. .fraternity and i~ternational solidarity had ·developed since the Secon_d World War •. 
• • • • t 

. : ~aving ~uffered the r a~ages ~f war for te~ . years; it was gr a t eful to the nations and 

:-· . ·.i~tel;Ilational non-go~ernmenta'i organizations, that had given it assistance • 

. Mr. QUENTIN-BAXTER '(New Zealand) ;aid that no nati~n in the wor~d loved .- . - . 

equity. oore t~an his and• no~e .had <lone more to guarantee~the right of all to, education, 

·social s_ecl!,l'ity and ,protection against poverty. . It had
1
appar ently succeeded; there 

' . 
were no great disparities.-i n weaith; and its society, while multi-racial, was fully · 

__ integ~a-ced, al t~ough ~ne· Mao~{s did · not en·j oy the 'benefits of education, medical care 

af!-d_ hygiene to the same ··e~teht as thP. population ·o'r -Emope'an origL.. 

··. New Zeal~nd, which pract.ised _respect for hur.ian rights at hone , was capable of 

~; :· .Jefending them abroad wh·e_n the _occasion arose . It h~r1- l)articipateci in the gr eat· 

world conflicts out of de.votion· to that id~~l, even though its geogr aphical r emot eness 

might have permitted it: to r ~main aloof. In peace- ti:r.ie~ it had ardently champi~ned 

fii:-st the League of Nations, then the United Nations . In the economic and social . 

~ ·fields, ·too, i t was contributing to the :r.iajor int~rnational agencies . For instance :, 
5. t traditionally assisted the Uni t~d Nations Children' s Fund (UNICEF) •· - / . . ' . 

.. I 

.:,• I . . ... 
1 · 



.' ;:;; :;:'L,r\ ;::;,t•·· .· . . ···\ 7···•··' ~•• ;; ·;~ ;:;;c~)'~;~~~iy'.,F'.' 7(' ;,·;, ; :;;; :~ ::r;:t~· '. ~~;s~ ;·.~;·\· :.";::;; 
c) ,: ::.·•··•.· .· ···>•· '?//::: ·r:. '.(?W ·-• .. :!::' \'Y?r>? ·/:'-;(!;. ·JJ 
, ·: __ -··~ng to questions: of ¥rect_ ~nte_re·s·t -·t 1 :°th~: corife~~-n;e,·_h~ -~ipoke:' abo~·(.th~' "~:·:·:,::;- ->}.~ 

int~rnationai instruments des:ig°n~d to. guara'n.tee :~e~pe~fto_r -. h~~n~ri.ght s a~d f~4~i <·· :·, .'. :\_:1-;: 
. mental freedoms.· The- firicit point tonote OIJ th~ ··credit -~·i•d~ ·was . t 'ha~ those '-> :._: . :. i~_.: <,·;)(' 

ins·_~rw:ients existed. They. did not perh~ps ·con~ain ·anyt·hl.~g .~ery.:~~w, nor .;o~d ;he/' ,:< ·i\'.:;.·~ 

rival --the clarity and humanity .of . the U~ve;f:.;l Decl~ration,' but that.- ~a-~ riot "t_liei~ .>.:-._?:,":<: 
·purpose. ' 'They answered ptimarily .a desire.) 'o; ·codific~ti'on • . ' I~ tha~ -~esp~;:( the~::" (:./(r 
1,1ere satisfactory and ac.ceptable t~ ·m~st.·st~te~: ·- Prec.isely .becaus~ the inst~ents· __ :. \_ .. '->-:f: 

• ~ • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • -. ' I • ' '•. • • • • ' ; ,'t 

·_existed; _no State in the world could treat its citizens arbitrarily-without having to ·· ... :-< 
r ender account to international so_ciety. , . . . ·. : _ . ·· ___ · ___ ···:_· ··._ . . '. -·,, ·_· .. . . ~--/.:::: :_.-.\'.,: /)·\ 

'Ihe second advantage· of international legislatioi:i was that it was_- rooted· in. the ;··'· . ·_·, '.> 
United Nations and the spec"ialized ' ~g~nci~s-; which we;e· exe~tin;. an unpreced~rit;a. · -• >~\....__'. ~\ 
irif;_uence. No doubt, nations ··might be _,jeal~u~ ·of ·th~ir s·~vereif;ilti and 'sehsitiir/.\ · ·. ·; :~ ::)} 

. concerning the prerogatives 'of international 'organizitions . He ·thought, ho~ev~r; . ',_ ,;: <<< 
that the contradictio~ was· not ·uns~ountabl~_. _-. Mentionin~ th~ r~le played .~n sol!le .': ... · °,:-.. ~ 
countries by the ol!lbuds~an·, w~ose· ~oie ·tunc~ion was t~ place· certain disp~tes before· ;· , _ _<::·:~< 

·the: parliament, but who· was · so useful ·that· ·-g~vernm.ent · a~enci~s ·\le~e _s·eeking hii/ : .:_ i .·:" . . :~-.~\: ·:: 

ci~llaborati~n, he ex~ressed the opini~~ tha:t a ' High c;inmissione:r ro~' Human :Ri~hts -·: -~ ,:-. , .,: ·· 

!!light w~ll be able to play a c~~parabl~ .ro,le._ · T1:,e cr~ation of. s~ch ~ post ~ou.1-d -b~· .. ::. ,:,- __ f 
an important step forward _in . internatio~al 'law, whose· ~ain penefi~iary' w01tlq _ be: th~. /i /;-\:,: 
individual. The conquest of ind;iridual -freedoI!ls mark~d a . t~ing . point 1~ w~~;l:d . 

1

:;,::· :-.-·;?::) : 
hist.cry of ·such magnitude that it~ full ir.ip~rt c~uld,~ot yet be ~ssessed~ :· .·. __ .-., _· .-~/\ 

Mr. NORBERG (United Nations Children's Fund)' as;·9ciated himself .with .. the ·-·--;: ,: ·.::: . . . . . ' ' . . . . ~ ' : . ·. ~ ' } 

gratitude which had b~en expressed to _ H. LH._ Princess Ashraf when· she had aQcept_ed-: :; ·'.:':<~:-".·.:, 
' . . . . · . . . '.,· '1 • ·:.·. ·;, ·,,.-: -~ 

the Presidency of the Conference; , ·as UNICEF_ representative .in !ran, he h~d had . · .. i .. ~ • •. , · :, 

· occasion to admire her devoti~n to· causes 'r elated to the aims of the . Conference: and •·; :,····:;:,-_;._ r . . . . . ; 

of UNICEF. 
In the report by UNICEF (A/CqNF ~32/13) ,. delegations would find the hist;rj \ f ··:·:. :: : . \) 

the · Fund, one. of the r.iajor .mil~stones . of whic~ had been . the : adoption by_ .the ·_Genertl -· ~'. '. ~ ;/~·>: 
Assembly in Novernbe; ·1959. of the Decl~ation _ ~f ·,~h~ _Ri~hts of ·the- Child; · an<i' a~ <:,~·/,<:.~::.{_: 

an~lysi~ or' . the' types of. a·ction 'evolved 'by the_ States ·which :had been collaborating in' '-:/::.'. 
the E~ecuti~e -Board of 'UNICEF ;_.or twenty-o~a ·year~. -;,-He ~ould there.for~ confine., ·\ · '.-'.,_; {:~( 

himseif .to · mentioni~g several of the major fields ' in which UNICEF providef a~sis£~ce .. ', >;\ 
to Governments , in carcying out progr~es · fulfilling the· basic· aims· ;f the · Bill : of _ Huro.a~ · :,:·~; 

Rights; e~pecially those defined· in· ~rticles · 25 : and 26 of the -Universal · Dec-iar~tio~ or'. :_':;\,~ 
_ HUlllan Rights ~nd articles _il -to u of·_ the Internati~nai Co~ena~t on Ec~nomic , · -s :~~ial: :,.-> · .. )\ 

. • . ' • • . . • • • _· • • . .. . ' t..:,. ; -~:- "_ ~ 
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. :· ·-:~ ... ~-\ 
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. : ' and Cultural Rights, .an of ·which were pe.rtic~13.rly ·applicable to children inasmuch. .. . . . . ' ' . . 
' .· as they~deait with health, nutrition and-education. 

,. .. ; ' . ' . 

_ _.· . . · ! · · The acti_vi ty of UNICEF wa~ founded on two principles: first, that children, 

"._.' .; ?~ng to their physical and intellectual immaturity, were in need of special ... . . . ,,, . 

. . protection and care in n~!7!1al times and particularly in tines of crisis; and, secondly, 

·: _that since children would be t~e men and women of tomorro',l, they. would themselves have 

to use the instruments which humanity was - striving to forge in order to ensure itself 
. . 

·> ·a better future._. UNICEF entrusted the execution of the prograr.imEs in which it . 

. , ··: participated to the States concerned, for its assistance took the form mainly ··or the 
. -

'/ · pr~vision o~ material aid and of trainini qualified staff at the medium ·and al;lriliary 
·. levels. 

.... 
, ..:..· UNICEF' s first vocation was to protect the mother and the cru.ld; it .participat~d, 

.. with the technical col~aboration of the World Health Org~zation (1,,mo), in many 
. -

., _national public health programmes primarily concerned with hygiene for mothers and 

'inf~nts .- .. the best way to gi v_e indi v~duals a good start in 1 ife and to prote~t them 

.. . · . against · the · irremediable deficiencies of earliest childhood. Some means of action 
· / . 

" · ·uere· especially inportant in that connexion particularly the subordination of birth_s 

-· . ·. _-_to the _free ~ho~ce of the parents, and immunization against or control of the major · 

...,_ · . endemic dis'eases. UNICEF is contribution took the form of the provision of·. me~ical 

'• equipment, vaccines, ~gs and me~n~ of ~r~nsport, as well as the training of para

medica staff • 

. UNlCE!: was also engaged, •in close collaboration with the Food· and Agricultural 

O;gan:1:-zation (FAO), in the campaig?}- against dietary -d~ficiE:n~ies. · It participated~ 

. · for instance, in programmes for the production, hygienic processing and distribution : . , . 

. of milk. a!ld protein-:-rich foo~s for · r.iewly-weaned in_fants; jointly with FAO and WHO, 

it concern~d itself with the nutritional· education of mothers and children. 

· In the field ·of education·, .UNICEF was devoting a growing sh"'are of its budget to 
. 7 . ' . - - • 

. the execution,. in collaboration with the Uni ~ad Natioi:is Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization _(UNESCO), of pr~grammes of primary education. _ It took an 

.i _nter~st, _ f~r example, in the schooling of rural children, ·especi~lly girls. Its 

J _ ·participation took .the form .of the provision of basic· school , equipment, printing 

~--- · materials fo~ text-books, scholarships and audio-visual :materials for , the training , . . ' . . . . ' . . .· . 

. and advanced training of teaching staff. It fur.tl).er collaborated with other Urri:ted 

· Nations specialized agencies where national authorities wished to include notions 
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. . 
of hygiene, nutrition, home economics and social studies -in primary_education as 

a preparation for community life. 

For some years, UNICEF had been urging the developing countries to take 

account; in their national plans, of the needs of children and young persons 

and it collaborated to that purpose with the planning authorities of several 

countries. 
UNICEF 1s means were limited, its action being dependent on the co-operation 

l 
of national authoriti~s. Accordingly, he appealed to Governments to do their 

utmost to guarantee to the men and women of tom~rrow the full development of 

their physical, intellectual and emotional faculties . He hoped that the .. 

Conference on Human Rights, vh1ch should, as the President ~ad· said, be~ Confer~nce 

of decision, would provide vital inspiration tc the Executive Board of UNICEF, 

which was to meet in less than a_month 1 s ti.ine. 

The meeting rose at o.15 p.m. 
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. -~· , :, . · . . . /. :·, . . . .-·· . 
In the ·absence of t he President, t,fr, Salas , (PhilipPines), Vice-President, · 

took the; Chair, 

:ORGANIZATION OF 1.-KlRK ( A/CONF. 32/21) 

The PRESIDENT invited th~ Con£ercnce to conBidGr the second report ot' the 

.G€neral Gorn:littee (A/CONF.32/21), ~ecor.lI'lending the inclusion of a new iten in the 

' 'age'nda, entitled "Respect and implementation o:f humm rights in occupied territories11 • 

· ·.· : ' · It- further recor.unended that _the new i ter.i should be considered at plennry raeetings of . , 

the Con.ference . 

· Mr: COMAY (Israel) . said that,' Israel being a-participating State having a 

direct interest in the subject r1atter of the proposed new iten, it would have been in 

accordance with accepted United Nations practice for his delegat.ion to be heard in the . .. . .. -

· General -Comr~ttee during discussion o~ the proposal; its request to state its vie~s 

there hnd been bloc1<:ed · by the vote of the Arab represen.tati ves prol'loting the i'tem, . . 

t ogether with that of ·certain other delegations that had identified themselves with 

the Arab side in its conflict with Israel . He would leave decent opinion in the 
-

Conference to draw its own conclusions from that attenpt to prevent his delegation from 

~" '· expressing its views on a blatantly anti- Israel .initiative;. but his delegation had no 

intention of allowing itsP-lf to b~ muzz~ed- at the C~nference even out of defeyence to 

the representati ve of Ircq.· It would take the present opportunity of expi-essing its - / . . 
views regarding the inclusion of the· item in the agenda and would reserve the r ight t o . . 

place before the Conference the whole truth about the Middle East situation and to 

reveal the naked propagimd·a and political' intent U:nderlying the pressure for the 

additional i~ern. It was noteworthy that the impartial members of the ·General Committee 

~ad preferred to abstain ;n the proposal, showing perhaps understandable reluctance to 

vote against any matter connected. with human rights . The result in the General 

Col!lmittee had therefore been a Pyrrhic victory, revealing a pronounced lack of enthusiasn 
for the iter.i. 

There was no real justification for .including the item at all; to do so could 

only_ ir.ipair the value of the _Con.ference •. , The _General Assembly had rules ~f procedure 

, · governing the placing of. additional and supplementary i tens on 1 ts agenda. llo such 

~provision was nade in the Conference ' s rules of procedure, and he would suggest thFt 

that omission wns not accidental. The planning of~- international conference like 

the ,present one nornally took two or three years , to allow its scope and subject 



-,· ,.-. :\ ,· ' • · . 
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natter .to 'be carefully ~nd pre_ci seiy f;~ulated ' well in ·ad\ranc~ ;- in the "fcirn ~-f a 

provisional agenda which then served as a hasis ·ror · the ;;equisi te: preparatory work·. 

In the ·present case, the Preparutory Committee had been . set up by 'the -Gen.er al .Assembly 

over two years in advance, and its proposals for the agenda had been considere_d by two 

successive sessions of the General As~emblr. A new iter1, i njected after the , start o! 
the Confer ence, could only disrupt and disorganize its tiMe--table and plan of· work .·-. 

Moreover, •it would inevitably lead to confused and superficial debate not .based on any 

preliminary s t udies, discussion or fact-finding . 

Safeguards written into the General Assenbly 1 s rules of procedure i~cluded the· . 

provision in rule 15 which expressly ~imited the possibility of adding an addit ional 

item less than thirty days before the opening of a session to ii;ems "of an important 

anrl urgent character". There was nothing 11urgent and irnportant11 for the Conference ~-

about a question which had existed for a long time e.nd which _ in any case was being . 

dealt with by the Security Council and the General Assenbly through the Secretary 

Gener al. Accordingly, even on the analogy of. the General Assembly rules of p2.·ocedure, 

the proposed i teIJ would not be receivable . In any case:, it w ,s superfluous . · There 

was nothing to be said or proposed about :i,t which could not be. sai d or proposed in the 

course of the twenty- year review of human rights under Bgenda ite~ 9~ Indeed, Arab 

representatives had already been taking up a great deal of time under that item with 

their ant i - Israel obsession, and had in no case been :rulod out of order. The pr oposal 

did not therefore arise from the need to fill '-• gap in the agenda but sinply and solely 

frbm the desir e to nake propaganda. 

The Ar ab proposal vividly illustrated the pitfalls of injecting a new and 

contr oversial item not previously considered or_ prepared for. For instance, i~ raised 

. i~-·1 - ' . 
-- -... . I 

.-, -

a fundanental question of policy, 'namely; whether the Confe~ence should concern itself · , 

only .with general principles relating to human rights · or whether it should olso ,becoI'le 

involved with specific local situations, thus creating a dangerous precedent~ though; 

for understandc.ble reasons, he did -not intend that obse:t"rn.tion to apply . to the topic of. 

apartheid. The general wording of the it-en was mere canouflage , as was. clear fron the ·._-

sponsorship o.nd th~-terms in which it had been put forwa:t"d in the General Committee. 

I 
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}'.} <::~f:~f \tt{ ': \{\,·),: }/: '.'/: ; ·.:{,:;_,:y_i / :<: ·. , : ••-• ·· · · - ··, -· . 
•. ·:· :.:- :rt•· was ·:unlike·1y, that-'. any·:representative .. prcsent. wes,deceived as _to the i~~·; i~:-{ri.te'rtt:: 
{( :·>ihe~i-/J~i-~-:~\ i~st iri~be;::or . s~~~{ric.:.~itu~'ti~~c ·,·end co~flicts . ·i~voJ.1.ring h~a~···ri~~t;:•. 

·:,;,:,-\ ·:;:;hi~~~;~i~t\ i~~e·: f~:hned, ~~ii~~t~ · i ~ems · for .;h{ ~onfc1~ence I s ·agenda. Wes the . Confcre.nce, 

_·,.~ .--_.<;,. -~\;~~'.::{~-~p;i-ncip{e; ~ri1i1bg · to· :.include ·:°lte~s , end take · s·pecific action on.> f~r · .2xa~p1~·,. · 
~ ; · ; •• : •• :. • J \ ••• • .' •• • .. • • • • • • • • • • • ... • • •• • • • • • • 

,;·< : . .' :the N"?1fro :p'.cqblera ·in the United _States; JJOlitical freedoms in Eastern Europe, conflicts 
::i / . ·.,: ! . . . " . ! .. • • • • • .. • . • • • ~ • ' • , • • • • 

:, _; :<, .-·;in .Lat:1.n ') ,i:aeri~e , ·Afri~a or .A.sin, or t}?e speci?7 needs and probl.ens of that or -t~e . other 

/-.:~ .. ,.·~'-~;e~~fic ··;:ifo~-i1ty\~.ou.p?: ·· To . tnke-.o~ly ·the r~gion ;r which Is;ael form3d part: when an 

.,;:.:.t:-:e~J~G:;n\ ;edi tfonary. fo~<?e .. ~f . 65, OOCJ : neri had b·~;m engaged f o<yean i n n squa'iid . 

:·/: :::;~~:orµi1>:mr \~1 :Y~~en; when :1.-i.ltages ·had been _blasted from the oir, civilians mnssacred 
' . ·.··.·. · . . . •, ... . .. ._ . .. . . . 

._- ·., ;··· a.riq ~ttack~?-'. '¥1.thj)o:i.son'. gas , h~d _t,he Yel"!enis belie~ed tnat :their huma.."l rights were '. 

:.} .. .i) :ei~~~~~:5pcct~~ ai1d. ':i.mpiemented by 't}~eir :_r; ab br~thers? And uhat about t he Egypt~~n 
:·:-/ '( r~1~\,1ho 'con'ti·n~eiC~o live in .~quaior :and · wretched :;)O.Verty; ·uhile the s.ubstence of•. 

~ \ • . i . . .... . :. . ' . -. '°':..·· . • . . . ' . • • . - • .. . • . . . . . • • ". . : . . • • : • 
: .. . ·._.-:.;'his. q_oup. t·1 y : wa~ . squancferep on planes·, tanks· end guns? Why should not the . Conference 
i.•,''. . . . · , ,. : . . 

~. ·c·once.rri :!..tself with · those natters? · 

~:_-:<_", :~ ,'.:- •>r~~ daj's. b~f~1~·~ .'the ~repres~ntntive of haq h .... a· had some .unpleasant things to ssy · ·• .. ... . . . . . . 

:~:·;:/~bout .Jsp:1e:i. t s _r~sp~c't. for h~n ~ights . · Would l~~ ngree to cding ::m i ten t o the 

,. :/ <:·~geritfa ··;i1. 'the' decination of the 'Ku:-dish ninority. in .Irnq? 

\:: -~·;<·.: ~ .. : .. '.· ·:: .. ~l' :~~HAL.AF>(rraq) ,: ape.akin~ on .~ poi~t ·; i m:-der ' recaUed th.:it he h i,d had ·, 

::_, · ·: ·::oc6a~i6~. on ·. the pr&vious· da~ :to put the .. Cor.fer~n~e· o~. guard ,ngai1;st the tactics being 

-.~~ ·:.5-·a.ripJ.o;e(b~:· th~ rspresentativ'e of_ .1s;~e1;: who ~b,~oucly, boct>.USe of that stat@rnant , had 

::: ·. ;-;.·:n?~;ei~; ·postpcin;d cy ~rie d ay wh~t hj h~d ti:~'"ln wanted .to sn;r. The .".'epresentativa· of 

-~·;:.\ I:::rael, ·:~h6· ·,._~as . in. ra'ct :'of South ·Krie r.in ~;igin, . wns :now trucinr, it upon hir1self to 

i ::. ,\ .C~ci·i,u~~~-· :t l1e _.-Confercn~·e on what 'it ·1,i1ould d-:,. ~¼bout ,r: ,; ':lz:ie:ty' of situ.:.tions throughout 

: .. .. . :'.-ttie : ~;;rid. ·:: 
0

His reti~rks shout Ye:.'.)'.1 rcprecer1t'-'c~ u~jus i:,ifiable intnrference ir.- Arab .· 

_·::::·arr~i::::-s" 'and .. sho~:i.d hav~: bAen rl.0 ~d 011t. of ot•2e1'.'·; - +.~.:i nore so .SS Yeme:-1 was not . 

. -:· , .. : ·; ipros~nt~d i .n the . ~nferen~e . In ref"ll~~·::.ng to ~inori ties . in diffeTent parts of the 
. <~:~;r:i.d ; . he had° nentio~e<i _the .treat.r.1ent of . Nee::i:-oes in the U~ited States; : he cotld adduce 

. ' • . .. , ' . 
•. ample .co·cl.lr.!er.tEi.1':;. evidence · of h.ow the IsrS:el . represeri~at5.ve and his cohorts ~egurd~~ 

:, ,; _.th·e· lfegroes··in ·th? Unit~d States ; but:·11e did not .{rish to inte:·r·upt the Conference's :: 

>·~ :: ..... ;rk ··bf' talking about matters not before :i. t.· The I~rnel representative .had also : 

;/:" .. "i~en~i_onad . ~n1.~\har }1;~t~r -wh_~.ch w~s not before the Con'.:.'er.ence and consiaerntion of ~h~ch 

:_·_-:···yould . undoubtedly . be opposed by many of the ~ar ticipants, 

, .. . : . . ' .•. 

;, • 

• -.• ·,:. 1 ' 

... - . . :, . , . ·.:• 
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. The . question under consideration . wa:"s . t~e; r~~~~e-~dation ·~~-d~ by ih-~ Gerierai .. ., .. 
• . ' · : -- • . • • • · -. • • • 1 • -~ : • ' - •• • , • 

Committee. . He must therefore protest against the introducti.9n by the representative · · · ·· · ! ··<· 
' . -. ' . 

of Israel of matters which vere unconnected. with . that recommendation and. were not before . -- ·: . · . - . . . . . 

the Conference. He would also ask the· President not to allo~: the representativ~ of 

Israel to meddle ~n the internal affairs of other State's, . for if he was permitted to d~ 

so many delegations would be · bound to object. 
._, . 
_ ....... ·.,, 

The PRESIDENT, inviting the representative- of ·Israel to· continue his statement, · :- __ · . 

requested him to confine his renarks to . the subject under discussi0n. - • .. :- , : 

Mr. COMAY (Israel) remarked that the representative of Iraq had once again 

der!l.onstrated how ready he was to make nasty remarks n~oilt other countries while at the 

srune time displaying extreme sensi ti vi ty to references . to his own. - . -.. · ': 

He had been trying to shov, by. gi ;:ing perti~en·t e-x~ples . of other · situations that .; .... 

might warrant examinatio_n by some ·i?!Ipartial body, how far incl~sion ·of the proposed . · .. : -, ._ 

item might lead the Conference . His delegation would- welcome an addition_~ item on .. _. 

respect for and implementation of human rights in the Middle East, .and would ask how -- ·' 

many of the States in that area shared the desire to live•in· peace .with its neighbours, :_-

as also the concern for .the common roan~ that marked the policies of Iran today. Israel . .' . . . . 
was imper~ect, as were ~11 peoples; ·but its friends . knew that it was striving to build. · 

up a decent, free, progressive and humane society, and i~ was in that spirit that it 
. . . 

dealt :with all the populations for which it- was . responsible: Jews, Arabs or·others. 

Those · vho had come to the Conference to criticize others should be prepared to establish 

thei-r own moral credentials to do so~ It was question_able vhether any Arab spokesman __ , 

present -could make such a clain. 

The itlll!lediate i ssue, however, was whether the Conference had .been con'{ened in 

orsier to_ take up a41 th0se ~arious specific problems, conflicts and situations; if not," . · 

Yhat justification was there · for attempting to-bring in one single local situation which · . .' >· 
was already being fully dealt with by other United Nations bodies? The only sensible · 

answer uas th_at the Conferehce· should regard such situations as outside its competence, . 

as it had neither the time, the means, the c~pacity nor the authority to take them up 

and thereby co?JIDi t itself to · accepti_ng responsibility for them-. · Any other course could· , 

only completely discredit the CJnference ~d destroy ·its ability to carry out the genera~ 

tasks entrusted to it. It would be regrettable to set a precedent ' to the contrary, 

• J 
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simply out of un~~lingness to take a -clear and firm stand. - Delegations entertaining 

- homist doubts about the_ wisdo1:1 of the i tern should register those doubts by at least 

e.bstro.nirig in ·a vote ·on its inclusion, His 'delegation, for its part, would make no 

attenpt to -anend the item or to.participate in the vote on it. 

·_ Even if it should ·choose to deal with a specific situation, the Conference was not 

in a position to .do so without a thorough advance investigation of the f acts on the spot, 

· -which it. had no means of making. It wes plain . fr<:>r.1 the earlier meetings that the dis

cussion. of the m~tte; would continue to be e~otionnl, demagogic and based 6n such flimsy 

svidence as newspaper clippings and similar materials, without reference to verified 
··. · · fact"s . 

· A further question of policy arose, nanely, whether the Conference should attempt 

to deal with matt ers al~eady engaging the attention of other coopetent United Nations 

organs. Again, he would except the question of apartheid. Confusion of competence 

· could only underraine the authority and moral power of the United Nations . In the·· 
- -

case_in question, both the Security Council and the General Assembly had already adopted 

resolutions qpncerning tpe humanitarian aspect of the general situation in the Middle 

East, th~ conditions and welfare of the civiliAn populations in the conflict area. 

_Furthermore, the area of conflict in~luded not only occupied territories but certain 

Arab_countries as well. The Secretary- General hcd been entrusted with the task of 

r apor ting and he himself did not presume to fulfil that t ~sk without first sending his 

own rep_resentative to tha area in order to obtain the relev:mt facts - the only rightful 
,-

cour_s,f open· to hiM. 

The wording of the proposed item as coopered with that of existing United Nations 

resolutions was deliberately_ slanted. fbe· idea, in effect, was to confine the dis

cussi_on to territories adninistered by Israel, whereas the relevant Security Council 

, ,~nd ·General Assembly resolutions covered the civilian population i~ the whole area of 

-conflict, including the Ar ab countries surroundi~g Israel. Nowhere in any of those 

resolutions was there any mention of "occupied territories" . As for some of the 

territories currently held by Israel, the point arose as to when "occupation11 had 

started, f'or they r.ad been occupied by the ermed forces of Egypt and Jordan in· 1S48 and 

· hence had been "occupied territories" from thAt time · onwards. 
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In carryinr, 0ut" his task of following· up and_- repo:rting, on 'the ~Mplementatfon of 

the Socuri ty Council and General Asse:mbly resoluti<:>ns, the Secretary-General had sent a -
. . . 

Special Representativa in July 1967 o:n a fact-finding I!lission which had not been con-

fined t ., Isr?.€1-hold terri tori.es alone but had extended as well to the plight of 

civilian groups, especially Jewish minorities, in the surrounding Arab countrie~ . His · 

Governnent had cc-oper nted with that S;_:iecial Representative; it had nothing to. hide , 

Now, the Secretary-General was 3.bout to initiate a second fact-finding mission and in /' 

that C'Jnnexion had addressed a note t o Isrcel and also t o the United Arab Republic, __ · 

Syria and Jor ~an. It was plain froi:i the text--of that note and the replies toit that 

the terns cf reference of the Secreta:ry-General 1s Reprasentative would specifically 

incluje the treatment of the Jewish Ninorities in the Arab countri es concerned, both· 

during and subsequent t o the war of J ;uno 1967. 

/ The strate~e!'l in the slanted_ ~o-rding of the item, designed t o shirk accountability 

f or the situetion in the .Arab countries concerned· - a situation with which the United 

Nations was seized - would not work. The Israel- held territories did not exist in 

outer space; they wer e elements in a certain situation, and their administration_by · 

IsrRer had to be set in the context of the background t o the ' conflict end the regional 

circunstances. If there was to be d:iscussion about the impact of the conflict on 

hur.:an relations, t hat discussion must r elate to both sides of the cease-fire lines·. 

Moreover, his delegation had not come to the Conference t o figure as prisoners in the 

dock, facing Ar ab pr osecutors. Those wishing to criticize the behaviour of others must 

-----subject their own behaviour to scrutiny. Israel 1s administration of the territories -in 

question ,should in all right be r.easured by the standards previously obtaining there and 

the standards of the ar ea as a whole. 

The general wording given to the proposed item was merely n-tactical deyice, 

designed .to make its inclusion more palatable for n nur.iber of delegations. Serious 

discussion on it would c2ll f or a vast amount of research and documentation about human 

rights in occupied territories in the world,. past and· present, including the Nazi 

occupation of Europe, the post-war occupati ,ms of Gerr.iany, Japan and other areas, the 

Geneva Conventions of 1949, military occupntion_s in recent years in different parts of 

the world, _tho relevcnce of continued occupation of colonial territories and many 0~her 

complicated ~spects. The tern "occupied territory" would als::- have to be defined with_ 

greater precision, It w0uld be int~resting, f or instance, ·to flScertain whether India, 

, I '. I 
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. ·,·.-.and ~Paki'stan reg;ard~d the ·,area_ of· Ka·shmi:i:-. held : by .the other State as "occupied .. 
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\:·-~· territory''.-~_.< Thie ~rimordia1 _ question that aro.se was whether the proposed item-related 
'1\_1',\. · .-:.~· · •. :· · . lo\ :" , . .. ' :• --: ~ .:." . ·. :, . . , . . : . ·· · .· ,., . 

·!.-: :.to\ territories· ·o,ccupied ?.s _a ·result of aggres·sion, •the aggression having been determined · 

~/, ciy •::th~--s~~~it; ·c6~~il; i; s0, t~1e it~rri had no re1eva.nce : to Israel- held t~rritories , 
::r~ :_ .. ,\.·._ ..... _> : ··:·· • • ~_ .:. •• :- • • • . • - .. 

• 
1.r .' for.:all· ·atteMpts: in:_·the Security Council· to, have the events of June 1967 labelled as 

;-r,,_,:;rig~~~~~-sio~--by;·•i;:;,"\~l-:·.had bee~· ri'rroiy rej.ect~d . Indeed, ' the whole exercisA was nothing 

':_:\. rr'.~r~ -.-~h~i(iin: ~t:t~~~-t' by ~he - Arab ~del~g~tions· to obtain a convenient peg for continuing 
;~ •, .. :: ,:. : . . . : '. . . . . • , .. · :, . . . . . . ' 

;_-/': i.\riti.;;Israelc1)ropng·andn . · · · From: the very first day, sol!le of the Arab delegations, - though 

?)·p~(~Lii; ,h-~d 'shJ;~ ·_the~seives.· wi
0

lling to . sacrific~ nnd expbi t _the Conference for their 

:,../ ci~ ;p~;J.i t.i6·;_,i ·enidi<- :~ I'it.tter ·-f==?~ .disappro~al 'arn~{concern ;n the part of other delegations, 
.,~; • • • : • ,. • • • • • • ' " • • • ,? • • 

i-:-'. ·. be_ce.use· of th_e htlrm ·thus being-_. done to the Conference 1 s legitimate purposes. 

··;::-<:/:;-;.:~:·:: __ M~y.:a~-ie·gs1t~?n's had hoped that bi~ow 'lliddle- East polities would have run their 

l .'. _; .q.bu~se at ; th~--·cc,nf e,rence . : ·His. 6~ had tried· its b~s t 't~ contribute to that prospect 
\ '·. _) . \·. ' ~ ~. .; . . . . . . . . - ' . 
(:: ·_by_' exercising I_'e:straint under- a~t ack and, eventually .. , by ·refraining altogether· from 
. • . : ,·'1·· . ,• . ' • . • : ;·· . .,, .. ·• ' . . . , 

{-'. ~eiJl~ or: reac~~.on.\ __ · .. Yet the Conference ·_w?s being deliberately asked to revive those 

pci'ieinics . ": · Stire:ly it should consider whethe~ it was in the best interests of _its work 

{.-i.', -.~6. ~o ; so._> :T~~ df:·s·t~cii ve _.-~~pact' ~_1(J;h~ Conference I s work and prospects for success 

;y: _: ~ofld i be -~_hiee~old.: \i~olu~~le ti~~ and energy wou;J.d-b.~ consumed; the atmosphere would 

;;": co'ntinue. to·· be , pois·oned with political recriminations, ~nd the attention of the pres_s. 

; :_:.\~nd .ir'. p~blic ~pi~ion wo~ld_· be · engaged~ : addi;g ·t~ the unfor.tunate impression already 
1:· ... ·.·,, .. ·. 1 '. : • ' • • ; • : . • : • :- • • 

}\, given that · the _Co~eren~e was taken up more with superficfol polemics on political· 

ft iS
0

S~~ S th~ · \.d:th1 . si'rious: ~d organized work ~n :i.-ts planned and prepared agenda. 

/ :;.,: ~ . . ):. ~-Pro~otion .. ·c1f h'iiman rights needed: quiet , · steady,' even tedious, work in a climate of ·~ . ~ ' •,, .. . ·, . . - . . 

;.··, .c_o:-operati_on if positive results were to be o~tained. Unfortunately, there was little 

\ :: :· n~~::i : :value in that" a~duous process conpared with hented public clashes. The plenary 

/ : __ · ~eet:ings fq~: ·the: · n~xt wee!\. or. two wo.uld be beset by . the . whirling verbiage that served 

_:> :~s· ::a_ kin~ or'-seinan~ic . substit~~e _for military .victories - -ah exercise that had a_lready_ 
I : ;' • • ~ : • ' ' ' • , • • • •• • .' • • • • • , • • • , ' 

__ :;: done_. much to_ lower : the Conference. in·'public esteer.i. That . would be a tragic outcome for 

·_: _:- . ail ;\lie hard work put into· the· Confe~ence b~ _so many devoted people . 

· · · As had been · so wisely• said; in the. last· resort hurw.n rights depended on conditions 

::(: o(peace. ' Tl;at, -t~uth applied wi~h\pecia1_ .force -~o :the strife- to.rn Middle East area 
··.>--: , . . . 
••. : . an°' to · the welfare, and security of its civilian populations . 
,; 

. ' · .. ', ~· ... 

.. •• ,. 
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In -th; light of the formidable . list of objeciio~-/ ~e 

0

ha~---~1 ted,'_:: th~: Confer~nce·-· ·. :: .: .,'},'.)_;., 
I • • • • ' ' • ' ~ ••,.. > • ' ,.. 

would have little cause· for satisfaction in .h~;i~g the· propos;d·-~~w -·iterii · ro·rced:up0~-)-:!:';:'>. :\t 
it by one group ·of its members:. . .. , _;_ · ·:;_ ·_:i·:_:,:)-;.P::,r~-\ 

l•ir. ABO GHAZALEH.'· (Jordan) said he ·would .:like' first to .exercise his , right of._.· .·.,._.,-,., . . . . . . . '• ' . . .. .: ', - . . ' '~,. ' 

reply to a statement made on: 24- April by the Isra~l- repr"esentative , con_cerning pe~ce ,-:":\ ·,,<?) 

::::2:l~::~:: :r:::i:t: ::t~~J ;h::~;:r::~~= t:•: t:•:::t:: ·:::~~ate:~:½ '.{;Jf: 
as decided upon by the Arab Summit Conference, mo.rei' particulariy .at . Khartown; and·· /_ ., :.· .. :>(;< 
support of-· th~ resolutions an~ eff6rts of the Uni·t~d Nati~~s ~once;nlng th~ withdraw~i "'·:--\·'. ·:,(t 
of Israel forces from occupied ·Arab terri tori~~,- 'to'geth-~~ with the upholdirig' ~nd ·p~o.;. , .'.;, __ :-'._>: / '~ 

~ • • + ' • • • •• • • • • • .' •I ,1 

tection of the right of the Pa~estinian_ Arabs .to their hom~lai-id. _.·. . . . . . '- ~-. ,. · .· :./' 

Jordan ,,,as one of the sponsors of the. ne~ iten n;w. being recomme~ded by th~ · · \'. < : . : .· '. j 

General Cornmi ttee. In the occupied · Arab': areas, gross violations of human rights. were: . -_:" \ (; 

taking place, 'involving life,-_ liberty ~d prop~rty, that fully -j~~tified· inclusi~~ _of_: i ~-'-l.'./:; 
the item in .the Conference t s agend~. The mere f~ct of a ·nation I s -being ~der .. · · ... _ .. '.::,: \·./; 

aggressive occupation by another . was a~ · infr;ng~ment of .human dignity ~d-libert;: ·. :·-·_; .- . ~ .. -.::--.: :. 

While so~e might hold the:.t the question ·.was :- a p'oliti'cal• one .ancf as ·s~ch · sh;uld' be t~e~ ·:i·.-. .'~\{. 
up by the ' Gen~ral Asser.tbly or. the Se~urity Council', the fact r emain~d t~at "the inhun~~'-: ::/::._:\/ 

. . .. . ' . . . : . . •'. ' 

acts being committed in the Arab occupied· areas had a human ispect, and it was on that .'. ,: _- ·.' · 
: .. :, .', ' 

ground that the proposal had ·been Made .·· · ·· ·· :··' · · · '.' -- · ·_ 

·A few examples would plainly .es_tablish the case that violations : of :quman rights ·.'.::: >\1
.'/:,:: 

were occurring in the Arab occupied areas . 'Iri ·Arab Jerusalel!l, 'private and religiou{: -;· ): ·_.::, 

trust properties· in the old ~ity had been destroyed.· A complete quarter had been· r~zed .·_. · ;.- · 
. ' ' . . . . " : .. ,.'· · . . ·· 

to create an .open square opposite· thA Wailing Wall, the people living there having been ·· 1 

given only a few hours' notic~-- ·to leave their homes . · Furthennore, huge areas of .\,~} .. 
. . . . 

private land he.d been exprop:riated _·under so-called defence regulations. · All tho~e . : .•. 

acts were being col1ll!ri. tted in defiance_ of United Nations resolutions concerning .Jerusalem. >,i · 

With no legal investigation or reasonabl~ pro;f, Arab houses ~ere · being 1:>lown up · ·. ::: _.~ ·, ' ' : . . . . . . . ' ·. , . . . ... : ·., ... · 
on the mere suspicion of harbouring members of the Palestine ' Liberation Movement. - · . ' · :_,,_. \:: 

Failure to abide by the United Nations_resolution providing fo~ their return to thei/,:: :,:\:/_· 

. ' .' • •'. 
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,,, . , . - · 1•. ' • l • ~ • • 
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hot'les was co_np.elling :many thousands of Arab refugees .to live in misery and degradatio11. 

· _: '. ... Pe·rsecution, fec.r or ec_onoru.c destitution .was causing thousands more to leave the Gaza 

Strip and, _the -Western Bank of the ·Jordan: for the Eastern. Bc.nk. The official Jordanian 

fi~ure for the nmnbers involved in March 1968 was over 5,000. 

· Under th9 screen of def8nce regulations, pror.uncnt Ar~b personelities were being 

deported by_force; one recent case in point ht!d been the ex-mayor 0f Arab Jerusulen, 

whose forefathers had lived in that city fer hundreds of years. Again, no legal 

inve?tigation of his case had. been ~~:de -nnd no ch>1r ges prcfe~rE:d against hir.i. 

• · Recentli, Arab women· in Jerus~le:1 hl)d been arrest~d while peacefully derionstrating 

agai_rist_ Israel I s unlawful decision to proceed with a cili tury parade in both sectors 
.. . 

of the _city • . · Those women were appealing for hunan support and help from the Conference. 

The Security Council resolution regarding the parade was apparently, like other United 

Nations _resolutions," falling on deaf ears. The parade would be an act offensive to 
~ Arab· feeiings a.r)-<;1 to world opinion in general . 

In all the cases he had cited, the rule of law had bee~ suppressed and the dignity 
• ,, ' J 

of the hUl!lan person disregarded . 

- He would refrain _from further narration of violations of human rights and funda-

, me~tal freedom~ ~uffered by the Arabs in the occupied areas, and would simply propose 

that- the Conference should approve the General Committee's recorunendction to plece the 

proposed item on the agenda. By doing so, it would give hope to peoples living in 
anguish • . _ 

Mr. MEHDI ·ben ABDELJALIL (Morocco) said that the probl~m wes not :the dis-
' . cussion of Israel's aggression in the Mi~dle East, which was being considered by other 

competent United Nations Orgnns but that of human rights which every human being should 

enjoy wherever he happened to be.-/ The Pelestine people had not only been deprived of 

the most el~mentary hUI:1an right~, b~t their very existence as a people was threatened . 

The Universal Decleration had been pronulgated nt -~ time when· the torturing of peopl~ 

un~er the Nazi occup3.tion was still fresh in the minds or' the whole world; today an_ 

· · :. · . entire P?Ople w.r:rn being n.::rtyred . He appealed t0 the whcile of r.iankind and to all 

· Jews throughout the world t~ denounce the methods employed by the Israel Government 

·in Israel- occupied. territories ns being at vari~nce with the Charter and . the Universal 

Declarntion. 

/ 

1 • 
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·}1r. OULD EREBIH (Mauritania) said ·that Mauritania had voted in fovour of the 

recoI!ll'lendation to include the pr oposed iteza i.n the agenda not because it upheld the 

Arab thesis, indeed, there were Arab countrios which did not recognize the existenc~ of ; · 

Mauritania, but in order to signify its agreement that the question of human rights · -
. . 

should be discussed whenever and wherever they vere being denied. - The Univer sal · 

Decl aration laid do,,m the principle: 11no one shall be arbitrar ily deprived of his · 

prop~_rty11
, and there vas no question that the Arab refugees had been deprived of their 

property. The topic of hunan rights in occupied territories vas not on the agenda of 

any other United Nations organ, and he therefore thought it should be discussed by the -, 

f;onference. 

Mr. BRNCIC (Yugoslavia) said that his delegation hod suppor ted the request 

for the additional item because the subject was one involving,fundamental human rights, 

History has shown the t r agic plight of people everywnere who were unable to protect 

themselves agai~st aggression and destruc~ion. Only too often occupying forc~s had 

ill-treated priso~ers of war, old people, wom~n an6 children, as Yugoslavia was well 

aware froI!l. its own tragic experiences. His delegation believed that discu~sion of :th~ 

topic by_ the Conference would throw light on the situation in Viet-N~, the Middle East 

and other ar eas where human rights were threatened by war • . 

·rhe PRESIDENT put to the vote the recorunendation eontained 1·1. pare.graph 5 ·of 

the second report of the General Cor.utl~tee. 

At the r equest of a number or representatives , the vote was taken by roll-call, 

The Republic of Viet-Nan, having been d-rRvn ~lot by the President, was called 

upon to vote fir st. 

In favour: 

Against: 

Romania, ~auUJ. arabia, Spain, Sunan, Switzerland, Syria, Tunisia, 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics, United Arab Republic , United Kingdom of Great Britain ann 
Northern Ireland, United RepubJ.5:c of Tanzania, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, 

Zambia, Afghanistan, Al~e-ria, . Bulgaria, Byelorussion Soyiet· Socialist 

Republic , Cambodia, Ceyl on, Chile, China, Cuba Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 

Federal Republic of Germany, France, Greece, Hungary, India; Indonesia, 

Iran, Iraq, Jordan~ l(~iwait, Lebanon, Libya~ Malaysia, Mali, Ma.uritania, 

Mongolia., Morocco , Pful:.it>l,.:.u • . . '1 ir,,pines, Poland. 

None . 
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,.-<: . Abstaining:-, ,•:', Republic .of Viet-:-N~, Sweden~ Thni1e.ri.d, ' Turkey, Uganda, United States· 

. ~.:_::.~. , .. :. · :,, ... ·• . .' -.· ;f· f,ncri~8., Urueuay~ Argentina, A~st'ralia , jmst rin, Belgiu.r.i, Br.azil , ._ 
; _._-.· ~ .'.:r <.· . . . . .., ·.' . . .• . . , ~ . 

·- ✓, • • Cnr:.::ld.H·, Cost::i Ric•., D-:::ni:;ark; Finlrmd, Gh~~n0. , Holy Sea, Irel?,nd, Itdy, 
,: . .. . , \ 

Ivory C0<'.:::::., J i.1.ni-:<"l , .J i:p::·n , Ker..y,\, Liberie., Mc:dng~scar, Uaxico , ·. : 
~- ~-: . :. . < . ,: ·-. ,•. , · -· .. _ _ Ne therlands iJ,,w z;r-1land, Ni'lerL:

1
; N;ri.,:::ly, Republic of Koraa . _ 

• ,,• • •, • .. • • " • • • I • • • ) ,I ' 

~: '.· ' .The recor.r.erid.ntion 'W&S cd0ntac. by 46 votes to non::i l with 32 abs tent~. 

•.· · ,.. ,..> .- · ; ,•ir. 0011."ER (Federal. Rapub:lic nf' Germany) said he h[,d voted for the· inclusion 

. , '. 0:f th0 . i tom i"f1 the ~gendfl ·bccc1us3 .his delGgdion he.d felt for soI'le tine thr.t the 

·:,:i: ·:· f0.mu.lati;n 0:'r principks end }1.:ws 5rverning ·rospact for hurwn rights in occupied areas 

: :, · , _: J;s _v~ry · necess,.ry - · _The Gc,,,,.:,nnnts l ;;.cked clct':r provi;ions on the subject, whi"ch was 

~/:>: ~( ~p~ci_o.1-_:interest·. to Gernany, hot only b0c9.use . of past and present grievance~ but 

; : __ ,. · . . ·. ~iso bec~u~-e . of_: what h~d occ~red when the Nazi regime had clc:imed to represent all 

'f :: ,_·_ -·G~m~ns.· I . He .did not feel; . however, . that th~ purpose of the Conference would be_ served 

~<'. ,·_.· by, 6·onsid-eri~g · the ·~~sue. :·of indi rj_dual o~ national grievances , however deeply they 

\ :/ ~ \ ~ght b~ felt. Whrit ' wns required wns the creation of r.1achinery to implement human 

\( _. ·;ight~ i~ that field~ and ·his _Go~ernr.ie~t ,,;e.s pre~e.r~d t~ support every effort · to that ·.::;~ -~rid.< - . -. - ... 
. . ' 

Mr. CASSIN - (Fre~ce) .' · pointing out ' that he hod voted in favour of the General 

, :_· : ·; · C~mrii ttee 1·s ·recomrie'ndation on the ·grounds that there was a need to be alert whenever 

;'_::: : o~: ~h~:r~~~r an- attack on human· ri~hts , ~c-curred, snid that international provisions . 

_:: --:-;_:.;: '.. to . snfeg~n;d ~ers~rts in occupied te·rri to;ies wer~ not alwnys ".>bserved, and inde.ed often 

:_ ·:··.,\ ·. th~y were -~;t .;d~qunte . His delegation had ngreed to the propnsal on the as·su:raption 

( \ : _;hat the ~is~u~si~n ~'..'luld d~al :wi. th the subject in e" · gener ~l way. Specific ce.ses 

·.-:·/·. _' w~re -being de.elt wi_tiitby, the co!'ll?etent United Nations ·org,.ms, and in any case no 

.·· ·-_: s~tuation could be judged until th_e necessary investigations h~d been carried out. 

Hen~e, he h~ped that .. the debate would be general an:i on hunane lines and that there .. ' , . - . . . 
· , ·1 would be no ·~eference :to partic·ul,.r cnscs • . - · .· . 

Mr . DAOUDY (Syrie.) · snid that by incl~ding the i+.crn. in its · agenda, the 

c;nf;renco: ~ad recognized that the question of -respect for human rights in occupied 

. . . 'terr~ torie~ Wl~ of gr~at . importan~-~ to the inte,rnntional cor.mmni ty . . \ 

He expressed epprecietion of the note sub~itted by the Commissioner- ~neral of the ... : ... 
· ' · United Nations R~li~f ~nd Works ·Ag~ncy UNRWA (A/CONF.32i22), which provided a brief 

( 

· account of the plight of Ar~b refugees, the victims of aggre~sion by Israel~ 
... ,.._ 

. .... , 
I ,• 



· .. ... ·.,:·;f :il~z ?f ?·•·.·; ..•.•.• ,i:11f tWiI)l t:1 f li~~Ii:.11it~1f ~:;{~tr:r~f ;/I>t\/'./:::Eitr{;: 
· ·.The Se~retary-General of'. ·. the· United Nations, : irt ·,the introduction··to his annual : .;._.',._: ->· ''./-~,; 

report {o-.th~ ' twenty-se~~~d' .s~ss~; ~--~f-·tliE/ . G~~~r~L--A~-~~~bly,'·::~ed ~-t~t;·i . ;,·rt see~ . ¾o-:·.~e· :{ · ·\:·.· :. :: 
, . ·. . . . ·· . · __ · . ·.' ·.' -. : , .. · ,:: . . ' . :· · .. . \:_ . . ... -· ., ~ ·:.>:: ;: .. ·,;,:,:, 

that -~here :are certain fw1damehtal pririciples ·whic~ have appl ication'·to . the -issues._of; ,t~e )~-(lj; 

Middle East and which ~o one wo~d l>e disp~sed-to ' disput~---~s to· th~~r intrinsi<? ._wo;ti/:··_)_·:_\i.(:; 
. ' ·:..· ·, . . . . . . . ·.. ' . ·,'. ·.-'." , .... ~t :· 

soundne·ss and justness, at· least ~;: .'.3n . tokeri . re:pe.r ately , · • . : • ·-people _everywhere, -and· t;tii s //.·>.\ 
certainly applies to the Palestine refugees , have ·a -~atural right to be _ in t ·h~ir homel~a"> ~:-:\ 

. ' . . ': . . . . . ' · . · . •. .. ". '3 _ .. j(... 

and to have a_ future •. , 11 (A/6701/Add.l, ·p~r1:::· 49) . . -. • - \"./> ::" 
.. Mr. 'STRANEO (Italy)' expl!".in:i.ng his delegatiori 1 s 'abstention in 'the ·voti:ng~ :·:said'~:-(-'/ 

• • t . ' • • • -. • • : ; • • • ~ : "'. . ~ ,, • .:.,i 
that it had. noticed with growing ~once,:n i ' tendency ·fo add to an·_ alre_ady heavy ngenda, i~ · !';-._'!(: 

- • . ' . •• . • • . · . • ; •. , i .. ,t . ... •· 

which noreover there was a lack of balance behreen -politic al· 1md technical issues •. -_: .I_t'aly.'-.· ( .. '.. 
. : ., . . . . '. . . ' . . . ' . . ~ ":'•• .~---_:_:,,,.:,. -'.·: 

was anxious to have const:..'1.l.ctive discussion .as soon . as possible on . the _agenda_iteos ;al~_-_;,:~·':_-;•,· 

read~• agreed upo?, and "Jery ~uch: clciu~_ted ~hether the . 9~nferen·~~ -~a~ the . approp;inte_ fo~:/_.:·_:+~
for the full discussion of the iten i t . had just· de~ided _to include· ·in: its ag~nda. · ::·.. .' .. _._.,: .<,\; 

.1.taiy1s ties of friendship , with the :Arab--~~untries _a~d .;ith. aii peoples living ·~round·/ '\\~ 

the Mediterranean afforded evidence of its -earnest desire for .the establisfulent of l~~t~~~ \~\ 
. . : . ' . . . ' ' . - ;_.:: : ~\ 

peace 5n the area. Now that· the item had been;included iri the agenda, his ,delegation ·-::-, : :, .::::~ 

would p articipate in the discuss~on . at ~-.general level ·add in a hl!TI~itarian spirit~- -: ':-:-:,(_·f/· 
· , .Mr. LINDT (Switzerland.) said . that: the new ite~ proposed _Wfl~· clearly related t~:·_,_·1,i-f' 

human rights
1 

and his delega~ion_. h.ad there.fore v;Yted f 0r . its i~cl~~i~n • . He. re~retted ·· ::\:\'.~\ 
. . : ~ '. . ' ' . \ •" 

that the General Cor.1P.1ittee h_adnot seen fit . to allow the Israel representative to put his_:{,:~-\\~; 

Covernr.:i.e~t1 s case be!'ore it i and he was"~lad th~t p~rnission had been ·given to . ~p~ak in .~)::<<~. 
ihe p.1.en~ meeting. . . · . · · ·. . . · . ·_ · __ :{·.':})/ 

Mr. NUNEZ ARISTIMUNO _ (Ve~ezuela) :_ said he had . abstained on .the vote . in the . _\./.</\( 
General_ C0:wu ttee on procedural gro1:1nds: ·'but ·had voted in .fav:.mr . of . discussi:Jn of · the i te'm ·' · :, :·. 

in plennry: since it would have been contrary to the traditions of Venez~~la· not·_to co~~;'.._-:>_.,\; 

sider &ny asp~ct of human rights- aaywhere , Indeed it ~is incunbent on the interric.tioriai:,·\.:/ 

con"lunity .ge~erally t o cons~der all ·aspects of' hi'71an_. rights. It ~as his understand~ng. /\>~'\;: 
that the political asp~cts of tho situation· would hot be dealt . with by the 00·nference . sinc·e ;_·(~::; 

. . - _~;:~-.~~;~.:~:::-:~ 
they were being discussed by t~e co'.1petent -United Nati::ms orgi.ms; _ .. -::,;;;/ 

Mr. LU ARD (United Kingdon) · said his delegation hnd al~ays believed that the ._ _ .. , 
' • • • \ 1. • . • 1 • • - • ' . , -·, • : ::., 

Conference sh:mld concern itself primarily with ·general questions· relating to ·humen rights,_- -· __ .:.; 

in accorda~ce with its terns of reference,- and .avoid disci:issi'.:ln of po.1.itical and conte'i-1~-- :. __ : ·:_--:-\ 

ti0us topics especially a s the_ ng~nda wa~. already heavy. 2emrl.ne and undeniable human .:: : . , -::-:. 

rif,hts issues arose in the· Middle East and other parts of the worid, but his delegation '. ·: : , .. _..: __ :' 

i,rns anxious that, if the proposed item we~e included in the agendv., it ~hould n.)t · . · . - · ;·.: 
', .. _,) 

inpede discussion of the r.iajor i tems already on _ the agenda; and further that · _ •, \ 

discussion. on the item should be_ general ' in nature and not manifestly directed to 
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anr _specific ar~a -or any pirticu~nr ccse. Hence the United Kingdrim proposal in the 

General Comr.ri.tj;eo, · designed _tci prevent discussion. 'Jf the ite1:. in either of the me.jor 

_comr.1fttees, whi~h ~lready had heavy. c:gendas. That proposal having been rejected, his 

delegu.tion:.had abstained frori t~3 -✓•JtG in the Generd Conrri. ttee. However, once the 

. Gener1::l · Conr.tl ttee. had uade it cleur thc.t the natter woul<.l be discussed in plenary, it 

· h&d voted for the inclusicn of the iten. 

His delegetion regrett"ed th'it the Isrtiel representative had not been permitted to 

.spealc in the General .C~nr.li~tee on Tiatters which were of vital interest to his ~ountry, 

and. it was elnd he· was nble to d0 so in plenary. · 

· -· Mr. YAZID (Algeria) said th~t -his delegati~n hud voted in f~v0ur of the 

inc~usion of th~ proposed iten in the light of his country1 s experience, since dis

cussion of the Algerian question in international fortll!ls had led to a peaceful solution. 
. . . ;, 

Similarly, he hoped that discussion of the P~lestine question would lead to a peaceful 

solution now being delayed by those Go~ernments which did not accept the United ~ations 

recol!ll?lendations . His delegation supported the proposal that the Secretariat be 

requested _to circulate all relevant United Nations resolutions and documents dealing 

with the subjec~. 

_._ Mr. BARRIA (Chile) -sai~ that his delegation had voted for the inclusion of 

_-· the propo_sed item on the grounds that· virilatio.ns of h1.ll'lan rights sh...,uld be investigated 

wherever they oc_curred. He ogreed that it would be useful t0 discuss the topic with 

a_vi~w to evolv~ng general principles _and rules, and his delegation had -been glad to 

note that the ite~ was framed in -general terms· end did not refer to any specific case. 

Mr. WALDRON (IrelAnd) said his delegation had abstained in the voting for a 

· ' nunber of reasons , , He. did not deny nor 'did he think that it could be denied, that 

major issues of human rights were involved. · However, he did not consider that any 

' useful progress could be made on. that matter at the present Conference, and that dis-

- cus~~on ;1f the item i:u'ght, if anything, mn.k:e more difficult the already dif~icult 

problems confr0nting t~e-Secretary-General and his representatives in the rliddle East. 

He feared thc.t their discussion by the Confer:mce would n,.)t be conducive to the 

· atnosphere of modera+,ion, restraint and objectivitv to which the Secretary- General 
, 

had referred. 
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.Mr. COMAY (Israel) said that, as had already been pointed out, the proposed 
. ~ 

Her.:1 was of universal spplication. In his delegation's view, the Conference lacked ·. 

adequate prepnrr>.tion and documentation; without which , there could be no sehsi ble or ·. • · -': 

intelligent discussion of ·the iter.i. The mitiinum doclll!lentation necessary was a 
historical survey of the subject; a cooprehensive. list of occupied territories; a 

list of all relevant international instruments with their texts and degree of 

implenentatiJn; and a juridical analysis of the concept of an occupied territory~ 

He formally proposed that thnt documentation should. be prepared by the Secretariat. . . ., 

/ 

He endorsed the view t},11t discussion or' _the i ten should deal only with ~eneral · -

principles and that it shoula be left to other United Nations bqdiP.s to discuss specific_ 
. . 

si tuntions. He noted, incidentally, that the results of the voting had ar.:iply vindicated ·. :· . . :.. 

the misgivings he hv.d e:xpressed before the vote wns taken, since only forty-six countries . ·. 

had voted f or the inclusi')n of the new iter.i in the. agendn, while thirty- two, by .· 

abstaining, had expressed th~ir misgivings. . 
Mr. KHALAF (Iraq) pointed out that the voluminous ·documentntion requested by_. 

the Isr·ael representative ·might well talce years t o ·prepare. The Arab countries wished 

to conf~ne thenselves to the htll!lani tarinn aspects of the questio·n, and the~ '.r request '-' . 
as frruned by the Algerian representative he~ ~een that the Secretariat should proyide a 

list of relevant recommendations and other United Nations documents. 

Mr. SCHREIBER (Executive Secretary of the Conference) said that while the 

Secretariat was entir~ly at the disposal of the Conference and would provide the 

res0lutions t.dopted on the subject by the_ conpetent United Nations organs and other · 

already existing docUI!lents, he very ~uch doubted whether the new legal or historical 

studies mentioned by the Israel representative could.be provided in time. 

Mr. COMJ,.Y (Israel) suggested that if, the Preparatory Cor.ir.tl ttee for the 

Conference was still in existence it should be requested to prepare •the documentation 

he had mentioned. The s0-called Palestine question had been under discussion by the 

United Nations for over twenty~one years and hundreds of resolutions on the subject had 

been adopted. . If background documentation was to be riade available t0 the Conference, . 

it should be made available in totl') and not on a selective basis, except in respect of 

the exchange of correspondence between the representative of the Secretary- General and 

the four Governments with whon he had col!ll:l.unicated about sending a representative on a ' , 

fact-finding mission, and the two so-called humanitarinn resoluti0ns - the Security 

Council resolution of 14 June and the Genernl Assembly resolution of 4 July. 

. . \ .,. 
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'.70;•::: .·:·. · · •. ·· ·•. · ..•... ·.• .... · ... 
)·?.}/.: ·. ( _:-: :,/\< Vil':. KHALAF ( I.~~~f rega~de·d :the· Is~~-~1:t ~epresentati vets insi.'stence· oh ·the 

'-:·•/,~_,;~.i-e(~ratl·~n--6.f' an. ab·~~rdl~\ ih~e·~soiable 6ass .6f ·docurnen'tat:i.on as a tactical 'effort to 
·\; ...... ~:.;~ · · .... ·· . , '• ·: '.\ : · .·." . _. ..... ··., .'-·. . •' 

i:~.:f; pi-e·tarit -d~scussi6n.·of the: item • .- . .Since the subject under discussion was t.n·e territory 
' • : ·i·' :,:;:- . . ' \ '. . ' . ' t ~ • : . • • • • • ' • 

; ~-!'~_·occupied· by I_srael- since · the_ June aggressirm, there was no' need to delve into history; 
, '; _;<• : •; •.. . ,.,. , " 00

l :• ' , . ' : . ,\ \ • ' i· ' ·. . . . 
:' ·_, '::.·.:the. two humanitarian resolutions and a few other United Nations reports which could be . ., : ·~ ~ " ... <. ·, ~ .... .. . : . ,, . ~ , . , . . . . . : . . . . - . . . 
;-,. / .\·.-::readily· pro-nded :by t~e Secretariat would be run.ple documentation. I.t would be contrary 

:::<<.:);: nornal U~it~d Natio~; :pr~ctice to· 1Y,'1~ide subst~tive studies on a co~tro;ersial 

·.·-::;f/~ubjec~~ ):..:.·H~ the~ef-:>r~ ur~~~ that. the. C~nference ~roceed with the discussion of th~ 
•• : · · J ·~· • ,, . • . • • . . .' • : • • • . • •, • • : . -- • . • . 

· · · \ :.;·i ten .on. the ·basis -of the documents · which ·the Secretariat could provide. · 

!/).><::._ ._•:, _:: . :-y~- sc~iB~R .(Exe~utive· S~cretacy of the Conference) sro.d that the Preparatory 

:?· >-:?Oiill:11.ttee . was no ).:;nger Oi,n:·-~Jci.st?~Ce / ' He asked deiegations to facilitate the. 

, _ _ : {.(secretariat Is W'O~k "by ip.d:i'cating precisely which docuri~nts. ·.:.hey wished to have circulated. 
. .·· \ .. ' . . . •, . . . . . ' . . '.· . 

- _-_ :··\ ·, ,·.·. ·. :; .,·.· Mr. 'DAOUD~·-. (SJ'.'l"ia} formal~y proposed· that the Secretariat distribute to the 

::-.-~;;_ Con.f~r~~~e_.th~ · Secµrity 'c;uncil resolutio~ ·or-·14 June, the General Assembly re.solution 

·-_:-:~.·:::'2253 ._(E~V) of ·4 Jtiiy: 1967~ - the :· record .'o.r the ··discussion of the·, subject in the .Commission 
· : ·. ·.; . (. , ·. . . . . - .. ' . . : .' ·. . . .· . . . . . . . . . . 
: :. :>- :" on Human .Rights , and the .note submitted by the Commissioner-General of UNRWA. 

· ··-~_.-.(,/, . . ·- .. :_ Mr~ PATIJN •(Nethe~l~nds) sp~aking ·on a ·point of order, moved the clos~e of 
I ' • ' • • •. • • • •• • •. • 

·.:· -:.·_':_:::_·th;/ee· deb~t·e; on ~he grounds that it _w,as iOP,Ossible _ for ··such a ·large gathering to discuss 

l, doc~~ntati~n to be• s~bmi tted. . ... 
It was sci decided. ,:: ·.· . 

\\';.:) ::·; The···CHAIRMAN _drew ':the meeting'rs attention to the General c.-,mmtteets 

. \ •. 

< } __ :-:re-~oll.llllendation in :paragraph b of its report that the ne~ item should be considered· at 
. ·; . .. · . j . • . • , . . . . 

· . . :,:.plenary meetings of the . Conference • . 

. :·:::'·.-:.~:". · The ~~coll)I!l~ndation ~a~· ~animo·usly approved. 

.. ~:,-:·:. . '. Mr.·· TURBANSKI (Poland)~ exer~i-sing the :right of reply; •Hi.id that the uhfounded 

. . : ... :~cc~sations made by ' the Iirael repres~niative against. the _Polish Government 'constituted 

~/·\l ·~· ~ttempt·. 'kl . i~t;rfere :i·n: Pol and 1 s internal politic.al , affairs, and~ his delegation 

·,_-~ -~'.·-pr;tested mo:st· ernp~ati~allY,/ - · There vas · no legal basis fo;r anti- Semitism in Poland 
• • • ' '\, I ' .. . ' :· . • > 

, .. ~, , . . 

; . . 

,_ ,, :, . 
. . . . 

; 



I • 

end it gave ·z:ise to no problems,. ·The campaigzi _of' · slander against ·Poland_)iad :_begun . ···.;·., :-. .' 

'the previous J:une when the Polish Governn~nt.·h·~d ::r~~a:ili ~6?,demn~d -I°srael's .. .'-/:, _:_::-·.-·· . . _;:- ': 
. . . . . . . ; _ . . . . . . . . . ' ...... ' ,, , .... •, 

aggression. At that time, some Polish citizens of Jewish origin occupying important ·; . 

posts had. not : shown proper. ioyai ty. t0 ~he 'stat~ .· -which :had sav~d. theB frorir: exterrii~~ti9.~..:. .· 

The Poiish Government had thus. been comp.eliea to make _certai~ changes dictated oy the . ·.· 

requirements of security and public ,;rder; .but thnt did ~;t nean . that ~here· had · bee~.: : · ·· .. ". · . . . .. . . ' . , ... ' 
any chenge in the Polish attitude towards Jews who were loyru. to P?land:- ·Jhe r'sraeL:,· ..... ,, 

representntive had spoken of the terrible .f~te of.· th~ Je°!'fs .in Poland during the '. Seco~d .· :.· :. 
. . . . . ' / ' . ·. . ·. . ·. ,. ' ' 

world Wt1r; . but he w:mld point out that the J e1rrish . survivors · owed t heir_· lives to . the . .' .'· . .' · 
• • • • • • ' • • • : • ., ~ • • ~ I . , • 

Polish citizens who had succoured ther.1. · . .-,.. · , .. ·:· .. \ 

The nceting rose- at 1.25 p.m; 

;',, 

.: .. : . 
. .. ·, 

. I 

'. 

) , 
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