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Note verbale dated 29 April 2020 from the Permanent Mission of 

the Dominican Republic to the United Nations addressed to the 

President of the Security Council 
 

 

 The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations has 

the honour to transmit herewith the statement of the Dominican Republic on the 

annual briefing of the Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant 

to resolution 1540 (2004) on 29 April 2020 (see annex) and would be grateful if the 

present note verbale and its annex could be issued as a document of the Security 

Council. 
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Annex to the note verbale dated 29 April 2020 from the Permanent 

Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations 

addressed to the President of the Security Council 
 

 

Briefing of the Chair of the Security Council Committee 

established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) on 29 April 2020 
 

 

 The Dominican Republic would like to thank Dian Triansyah Djani of Indonesia 

for his briefing and for the commendable work done as Chair of the Security Council 

Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004). We also express 

satisfaction with the work of the delegations of the United Kingdom and Indonesia, 

respectively, in preparing and facilitating the adoption of the programme of work for 

2020.  

 We welcome all efforts displayed by the Committee towards the full and 

effective implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) by Member States, the activities 

carried out throughout the year for this purpose and, as a result, the progress reflected 

in this regard, including the fact that, to date, a total of 184 countries have already 

presented their initial reports on the measures they have taken or plan to take in 

compliance with the provisions outlined in the resolution. The Dominican Republic 

applauds the commitment shown by States in making significant progress in this 

respect. 

 Resolution 1540 (2004) is a cornerstone of the international non-proliferation 

structure to prevent non-State actors gaining access to weapons of mass destruction 

and, every day, its full and effective implementation acquires more re levance, 

considering the fact that weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery 

persistently pose grave and evolving threats to international peace and security.  

 The utilization of chemical weapons in Iraq and Europe, the numerous cases in 

Syria that have been confirmed by reports of the fact-finding mission, the Joint 

Investigative Mechanism and, recently, by the Investigation and Identification Team 

of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, as well as the continued 

development and enhancement of North Korea’s nuclear and ballistic missile 

programmes, highlight the great challenges faced by the non-proliferation regime, 

which requires a united and urgent response by the international community.  

 Also, it is required from all Member States to fully commit and display greater 

efforts to strengthen controls to guarantee that weapons of mass destruction and their 

means of delivery are not acquired, developed or used by non-State actors, including 

terrorists. To accomplish this general objective, the provision of assistance and 

cooperation between States and international and regional organizations is 

fundamental. It provides a platform to build the capacity of States and for the 

exchange of information, where they can learn better practices to comply with their 

obligations under the resolution.  

 In this regard, we recognize the efforts by the Committee and its group of 

experts in providing the technical assistance requested and by coordinating it among 

State donors and recipients, taking into consideration their specific needs.  

 Despite the significant progress achieved, the full and effective implementation 

of resolution 1540 (2004) is a long-term task that requires coordinated efforts among 

States, organizations and civil society at the national, regional and international 

levels. 

 Looking forward to the comprehensive review, we encourage States to present 

their initial reports and develop voluntary national action plans on the implementation 
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of the resolution, as well as to designate a national point of contact for the resolution. 

Likewise, we encourage those countries that have already done so to provide 

additional information on further measures taken since their last report, which will 

help the Committee to prepare the comprehensive review.  

 In this respect, we wanted to highlight the great efforts displayed by the group 

of experts in preparation for the comprehensive review, particularly under the current 

complex circumstances as a result of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak. 

 On another matter, and as reflected in the Chair ’s briefing, the Dominican 

Republic and Panama carried out a peer review, in order to share experiences and 

good practices in the implementation of resolution 1540 (2004), analysing aspects 

such as national and international legislation, strategic trade, safe transportation and 

handling and risk of chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and explosive 

emergencies. We urge other States to perform such a joint exercise.  

 The peer review was conducted from 26 to 29 March 2019 in the Dominican 

Republic and from 9 to 12 April 2019 in Panama, with the participation of officials 

from related institutions, and a consolidated report was presented to the Committee. 

Our deep appreciation is expressed to the group of experts of the Committee, experts 

from the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism of the Organization of 

American States and the Government of Canada for the support and assistance 

provided in planning and carrying out this exercise.  

 To conclude, we reiterate our firm and unwavering commitment to the 

non-proliferation structure and to preventing non-State actors, including terrorists, 

from gaining access to weapons of mass destruction. The Dominican Republic will 

continue working tirelessly to improve our practices towards the full and effective 

implementation of resolution 1540 (2004) at all levels. 
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