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  Letter dated 5 October 2020 from the Permanent Representative 

of Germany to the United Nations addressed to the President of 

the Security Council 
 

 

 I have the honour to inform you that Germany, Belgium, Switzerland and Viet 

Nam will host an Arria-formula meeting on the theme “Mandating peace: enhancing 

the mediation sensitivity and effectiveness of the United Nations Security Council” 

on 9 October 2020 (see annexes).*  

 In preparation for the meeting, we have prepared the attached concept note. I 

should be grateful if the present letter and its annexes could be circulated as 

documents of the Security Council. 

 

 

(Signed) Christoph Heusgen 

  

 

 * Annex II is being circulated in the language of submission only.  
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  Annex I to the letter dated 5 October 2020 from the Permanent 

Representative of Germany to the United Nations addressed to the 

President of the Security Council 
 

 

  Concept note for the Arria-formula meeting on the theme 

“Mandating peace: enhancing the mediation sensitivity and 

effectiveness of the United Nations Security Council”, to be held 

on 9 October 2020 at 10 a.m. 
 

 

1. Germany, Belgium, Switzerland and Viet Nam invite States Members of the 

United Nations, the Group of Friends of Mediation, representatives of the United 

Nations Secretariat and members of the United Nations mediation community to a 

discussion on Security Council mediation mandates. Mediation is one of the 

Secretary-General’s policy priorities and a central element of a comprehensive 

approach to sustaining peace, as outlined in the 2016 twin resolutions of the Council 

and the General Assembly. Whereas the Secretary-General’s own good offices under 

the charter are well understood, little is known about Council-mandated mediation 

efforts. For over two decades, policy discussions on Council mandates have focused 

on peace operations, seeking to develop best practice and increase the effectiveness 

of those operations. By contrast, formal policy discussions on the effects of Council 

mandates for mediation are in their infancy. Consequently, there is no collective 

awareness of what constitutes “best practice” in Council mandates for mediation.  

2. The aim of the meeting is to contribute to enhancing the mediation sensitivity 

and effectiveness of the Security Council. The key premise is that enhancing the 

Council’s mediation sensitivity and effectiveness will complement other major 

developments – such as the establishment of the Mediation Support Unit, the 

publication of the United Nations Guidance for Effective Mediation  and the formation 

of the Group of Friends of Mediation – that seek to promote mediation and raise the 

prospects of success.  

3. The meeting will include a presentation of the findings of the study entitled 

“Mandating peace: enhancing the mediation sensitivity and effectiveness of the UN 

Security Council” (see annex II).* The study was authored by Professor Laurie 

Nathan of the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at Notre Dame University, 

member of the United Nations Academic Advisory Council on Mediation and lead 

designer and trainer of the United Nations high-level mediation course. It was 

commissioned by the German Federal Foreign Office. It addresses issues such as the 

role of the Security Council regarding mediation in the field and the extent to which 

mediation mandates are explicit or implicit, in the case of the “peacemaker” role 

contained in the mandates of special representatives of the Secretary -General or 

missions. The study looks at what the Council can do to ensure that mediation 

mandates, when they are given, are realistic, coherent and effective. Specifically, the 

report examines the effects of Security Council resolutions on mediation efforts by 

the United Nations and other international mediators, and presents observations, 

findings and recommendations. 

4. The panellists are invited to reflect on the following questions:  

 • What are good practices in Security Council mediation engagement? What is 

required to create an enabling environment for the mediation process, the 

mediator and the parties, as well as coherence among key actors?  

 

 * Circulated in the language of submission only. 
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 • How can the Security Council be more responsive to the dynamics of mediation 

processes?  

 • What specific actions are needed to strengthen the Security Council’s 

effectiveness and to deepen policy debates on its mandates for mediation, within 

the Council and/or outside? 

 

 

  Agenda 
 

 

 • Introductory remarks by the Minister of State of Germany, Niels Annen  

 • Presentation of the report’s key findings by Professor Laurie Nathan  

 • Comments from senior mediators, Nicholas Haysom and Mohamed Ibn 

Chambas  

 • Comments from the Office of the Secretary-General 

 • Statements by Belgium, Switzerland, Viet Nam and the Group of Friends of 

Mediation 

 • Further statements by Member States, followed by a question-and-answer 

session 
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  Annex II to the letter dated 5 October 2020 from the Permanent 

Representative of Germany to the United Nations addressed to the 

President of the Security Council 
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