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ELECT ION OF OFFICERS 

Mr. WARREN (United States of America) proposed the representative 

of France as Chairman of the Sub-Committee. His delegation had shown a 

very livel~· interest in those problems, and th0 French representative 

he.d·taken thn lead in suggesting the settjng-u-;) of the Sub-Committee, 

Mr. DEHOUSSit (Belgium) seconded the U:1ited States proposal. 

Mr. GRUMBACH (France) the.nkod the Umted States re:presentative. 

Re wished to make it clear that, having r egard t o his numerous duties, 

it ~ould unfortu.~ately be impossible, if he war0 elect6d Chairman, to 

be p.rosent at nll meetings, and he asked. the Sub-Cc:rmnittee tc be good 

enoush to consid.er Vir. de Beaumont as de facto Chairman. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN declared the Fre1ch representative una..'1imously 

elected Chairman. 

l/ir. PLAZA (Venezuela) proposed the rApresentative of Cuba as 

Rapporteur. 

Mr. DEROUSSE (Belgium) regretted. that the practice had not 

been followed, which seemed to be customary in sub-corr.:mitteee; the 

practice by which th0 Ghe.ir:men also unde1·tock trie duties o.f Rapporteur . 

.ANDR/;T.JS Be;r (Egypt) and Mr. ANZE-t.-1J~TIENZO (Bolivia) supported 

the C9.ndidsture cf the Cub9.11 representative. 

The .ACTING CFAIRW.N deolal'.'ed the Cub?.n representative unanimously 

elected :Rapporteur. 

T:he CH:\IRl-1hN the.nked the Members of the Sub- Ccl!":rr.i ttes f or the 

hononc- done "':-c :,:' • c our:t ry . 

. pf,LESTINI.L..N RSFUGEI:3: p,;_"RT III OF TTIE PROGRESS REPOFT OF THE mnT:ED Nf,TIONS 

MEDIATOR FOR PJ,LJ~.STI:[E : ,·,ssISTJ.,NCE TC, REFt'GE::-'S (.::.. /0.18 J 1\/689 , ,c../689/ J.,.d.d . 1, 

A/639/corr .:.. , :.jc.3/315, ;.,/c .3/316, !,/C .3/317 .. /c.3/318) 
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view on questions of procedure and the organization of relief; and the 

main concern of the Sub-Committee should be to obtain practical results 

quiclrJ.y. 

The terms of reference of the Sub-Committee already offered a rough 

working plan: the propose.ls which had been submitted might first be 

examined, af'ter whioh the views of the Secretary-General on the admini

strative aspects of the matter might be heard. It was not, however, 

essential to follow the terms of reference, and the members of the Sub

Committee were quite at liberty to suggest another procedure. 

Mr. ANZE-MATIENZO (Bolivia) thought that, although it was more 

usual to follow the order indicated in torme of reference, _it would 

nevertheless be interesting first to bear the Secretary-General's views. 

That would enable concrete results to be -obtained more quickly,because 

all ware a.greed on the substance of the matter and it was, in short, only 
I 

a question of settling the _details for carrying out operations. 

Mr. WARREN (United States of America) supported the Bolivian 

representative 1s suggestion. 

The CHAIRMAN considered that method of procedure to be preferable, 

because it would enable the question of the prectical application of the 

relief progre.mmo to be broached immedietely. There being no opposition, 

he declared that procedure adopted. 

Mr. HU.L (Secretariat) expressed his regret to the members of 

the Sub-Committee that the sumna.ry records of the Third Committeets 
' , 

meetings, held on ?9 and 30 Oetober, were not yet available, because of 

the holidey on 1 November. The summary records in both languages would 

be at their disposal that evening. 

Mr. Hill recalled the position ta.~en up by the Seoreta.ry-General at 

tho Third Committeets meeting the previous Saturday. H.e was fully aware 

of the ertromely urgent necessity to send help to the Palestinian 

refugees, whose situation was becoming desperate, and he was fully 

~v.cred to collaborate in relief work to the best of his ability. On 

tho other hand, he was of the opinion that the Secretariat should not 

be asked to undertake responsibilities, which it was not 1n a position 

to assume, such ao the distribution of relief. The SecretarJ-General 

had expressed the opinion that the work of implementation in o~nnexion 

with all important practical tasks undertaken by the United Nations should 

/be entrusted 
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be entrusted to the specialized agencies or international organizations. 

As regaz:ds respone~bility for the relief of Palestinian refugees, the 

Secreta.ry~General had twice begun conversations with the International 

Refugee Organization; but those approaches had brought only negative 

results. The IRO agreed to assist in carrying out the proposed 

operations, but refused.to undert~e their direction. He had there-

fore approached two important non-governmental ·organizations, which had 

a long experience of that kind of activity. The conversations, which 

had been undertaken on hie behalf by Mr. Katzin, had produced very 

encouraging results, ·and appeared to provide the basis for en acceptable 

plan of action. 

Mr, WARREN (United State.a of America) had understood that the 

Secretary-General had certain misgivings about the duties of implementa

tion generally. It now seemed, according to Mr. Hill's statement, that. 

he had misgivings above all about the distribution of relief. Those 

were two different things, in the sense that the ~istribution of relief 

was only one aspect, it might be the most important, of the duties of 

implementation. He wished it could be stated more clearly what 
~ ,· 
activities the Secretary-General did not consider himself in a position 

to undertake. 

/ ANDJrnus Bey 
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1\NDRAUS Bey (Egypt) thought ii:, w:13 ry'l_visa.ble first to settle 

the dutien the Socretary-Gencr~l was -'1.eroo 0~blo to undertake 'lnd those 

which he c1i.d not wish to be assigned tc him. 

Mr. GRUMBACH (France) 'lsked -1·,'.10 members of the Sub-Committee 

not to engage in n preliminary il.iscuss :· GD. It had been decided to hear 

the reprosontative of the Secrotnry-Gen,jral. The question raised by tho 

United St.'.ltes represent'1tivo wc10 fundr.:.r.-,ental: if the Secretary-General's 

ropresent-~tive did not answer it in his st,:i,toment, it would still be 

possible to eck him questions. 

The CHAIRW..N proposed that, in the first place, the statement 

of the Secretc'..ry-Genern.l's ropresont11t•:ve should be heard. If that 

statement did not- clarify all '!Cpcct3 c· tr.u prcblom, the ~embers cf the 

Sub-Commi ttoo would still bo o.t,le to '~::: :: questions. 

Mr, KATZ.IN (Secretari.'lt) wi<hod, in the first phce, to o.cqu,::,int 

the Sub-Committee with the bro-::d outlines of the plan prepc;red by the 

Secreta.riat, which, he expected, would be comrm,;nicc:.ted to the Sub-Comni ttee 

the following day, 

Mr. Kntzin thon told the Sub-Corr,r.dttee of the ':!.pproc1chos ma.de by 

the Secroto.rl .2t to the Intorn;-::ti onal CcT:::rni ttee of the Red Cross end the 

League of Red Cross Societies. Mr. K·ttzin had he.cl conversations with 

those two org:miz::.tions on 29 October, in order to find out whether the 

United N-'.ltions could count on their co-oper<:1.tion in the event of the 

Third CoITJ11i ttoe :'-nd the Generr.;.l ,:,ssembly '.lpproving the Secretariat's 

The Socrot:1ri1.t }!';d. t:1kon th'l.t swp in order to c.void any delc.y. 

The negot'i .-::t:ions hc;d boon c::.rried out j n -::.ccordenco with GenerC1l ;-i,ssenbly 

resolution 55 (I), of 19 November 1946. 
The negoti'!.ti one had I'.l.'.lde it possible to arrive a,t c. draft agreement 

which of course would h:ive to 1:-e subn:.itted to the General Assembly on 

one hnnd, :::.nd to the executive oodies of the two orgc.nizations concerned, 

on the other. The k.tter ho.d been invHed to submit the terms· of 

J.greement for the c.pprov:11 of their -e:xo:::utive iJodies at the earliest 

possi')le rn.onent. If the proposed pl '.) n :1:'!.s a.ccepted, it might be possible 

to begin :implemer.tntion wihtin three or four weeks. The Secretariat had 

"appro1.ched other or £_enizo.tions which perhaps might ·tnte ps.rt in the relief 

work. 

Mr. AIJZE-MATIF.H.30 (Bolivi ,:2, ) 1,~ l~~nkecl the Secreto.rirJ. t for the 

inforr:i:-:.t:ion given. Hr.w:\n:3 bec.m presen~e(1_ with the me.in outline of the 

/ reliof :ple.n, 
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relief plan, the Sub-Ccmmi tte0 c :)uld m~w proceed to o.n examination of the . 
technical uetails. The ropres enta tivo of Bolivia thought that, in view 

of the general. ngroomont of tbe memb e:rs 'of the,- Sub-Cornmi ttoe regarding the 

noocl to nolvo the - problorr:. ao cccn 0.:, • :pc.'rn iblo , tli0 St~b-Co::JJn.i ttee mig."-1.t 
. ·•' , # 

begin by 2ott:i 11g up th~ ore.::in f ,.,r ti10 ::clrr,ini str nticr. of r olief n:casv.res, 

ov,,n before dotorr.1:inlng trh, t cr,L:1.i_c::l d :;tcdL·. ,)f the :;;ystern.. • 

• ·If t:;e J:ror>c,•nJ (A/ C. 3/ _;i6) ;n'c:cc~:r .. ),l by tho reprosento. ti ve of Bolivia 

to the 'Ihlrd Committee was accepted, th~t first task would be facUitated 

by the subsequent creation of r. relief r,crmni ttee which would seek to 

obtain tho-~~ance of $5,000,000 frcm the Werking Capital F~nd, 

build up rosoarcos so as to srrjvo :1.t tho total sum of $29,500,000 

provid.od in tho Joint draft resolution (A/C . . i 315)-, nnd finally plan 

further n"'!eans of collecting addHionnl t'unds 2.s provided in the Bolivian 

proposal. 

Mr. l\m.e -Mc.tienzo thoroforo uuggss ted thnt the Sub-Commi tte0 should 

nrst conslcler the creation -of that s pecic.l body, and then study its 

terms of roferance, considerill8, ns it did so, all methods of application. 

Tho ete.tement by the ropresent::!.t:Lve of t,he Secretary-Gener a l had in fact 

shown the nl7ed first to dote.r.mi.no the o:'gans for the distribution of reli ef, 

and then to decide the order of settlir:!, the different problems. 

Mr. GRUMBACH (France) now snw a considerable difference between 

the joint draft resolution cmd the Secretary-General's draft. It would 

be better to .wai t . for the document expl::iining the Secreta ry-General's draft 

and then open a serious debate on the fvndtunen:tal; considerations which might 

present themselves . 

According to· the joint draft resolution, the Sec~etnry-General would 

in fact h.'3.vo full responsibility in the mntter; Mr. Katzin, on the other 

hand, had repeated several times that the General Assembly would appoint the 

director of relief services. Tha.t statement gave rise to a number of 

qilestiono with regard to the relationship between the director o.nd the 

. Stntes Members, the dj_rcctor' s rosponsJr)ili ty_ to the General Assembly and 

the Secretary--General, and the system of control to be adopted. There 

were also the questions whPth8r the prcposed council would assist the 

director of the relief services or the f 1ec~·etn.ry-Gi:.neral, and whether it 

would act in an advisory or executive cupacity. The first decision to 

be taken should be with regard to the creation of the council itself: 

without such a decision · it would be impossible to determine the responsibilit-

ies of either body. If' jt v .9.s decjded to create that body, it would also 

/be necessa ry 
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be necessary t o dotormine its compor, ition. Would it be o.n inter-

governmental council cmd would it incluc~e ropro~rnnt::.ti vos of op0cinlizod 

agencies nnd phila.throphic socioties? Whn.t woulo_ be its terms of 

ref'eronce, nnd to wha t extent would i c cloal with the distribution ,_;f 

funds and s.uperviso the relief n.drrdni s trettion? Tho roprosont~tivo of 

:Fi·ance hoped to find the answers to those q_ues tions in the mcoorc.ndum 

to be submitted by the Secretnri::i.t. 

Furthermore, the Third Commit too had tr:momitted to the Fifth 

Committee po. rngro.ph s 2 and 9 of the joint drnft r esolution; these 

paro.gro.phs r ai sed rnejor fino.nci a l pro'o loms. • On the basis of the Fifth 

Committee I s report it would be pocs i 1i l o to ge t " clec.ror icloo. of the 

organization of r elief and come to o. decis :i on. The Fifth Committee 

would study i n detai l the purch'.lse -1nd the prices of food-stuffs o.nd 

various supplies, 2.ncl \-rould decide who.t crodi to we re necessary. Only 

then would i t be possible to come to 'l dec is ion on the different o.m0nd

rnents which hnd been prcposod to the joint dr::i.ft resolution. 

Iri conclusion, Mr. Grumb::1ch thought thnt it might bo possible to 

begin at once. tho d.iscussion of the fundamenb.l problcr::.s raised by the 

reprosont':l.tive of Bolivio., o. lthough it would be useful to h:1v0· t~10 

documents promised by the Sec r e t a ria t. It would be desi r ab le ut once 

to begin discurrn:i on of tho questi on of a relief director, o.nd. of the 

creation of a council. 

Mr. DEROUSSE (Belgium) thought tna t the Sub -Cornni tt :,c r:iieht 

profitab ly de nl with some 3enornl problems befor e r ocoi vi.nc the Socret c.ria.t I s 

suggestions in wr itinG, He thoref orn supported the suggestion mc:de by 

tl:le representn ti ve of Boll vi:J. for a study of the question of t he crea tion 

of an s.dministrC1.ti\·o council to oupor vise tho organi znticn of rollef. 

It was a point soparnto fr om the Secretariat plan, and could therefore be 

d.eoid.ed irnmodi nte l y . 

It should ::tlso be rem0mbered. tha t the Modintcr hnu str essed the 

need f or the fi rot r ol ief nuppl y to be de livered r1t latest b y l Docomber. 

The Sub -Corm1i t t::.:or s ,iell bor'.J.ti ons woul d nocoss:1r i ly t'lk0 s ome tino; the 

q_uesticn ,rc,_il:; ::·l~i l l h'.:..ve t o t.e discussed in the Third Corr.mi ttoo s.nd t hen 

It w3..s thorof oro 

import2.n t not to l ose t ime . 

In cor..clusion, the r epnrnentrlt i vc of Bcl.;ium rork-:. r ked tr:::i.t, ".3 the 

Sub -Co!:"J_/_tt(-; G 1v~1s the f i.rs t to h:ivo hoen chargecl \-.Ti.th posl.tJ_vo o.rHl 

conccruc t ive work, it would. be well, contrary t o uou'll pr;:cc t lco, to have 

/ Mr . HILL 
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Mr. HILL (Secre tariat) noted that, in spite of its intensi•:e 

work duri ng the l ast few days , the Sec rn t1J.ria t had been unable to obtn.in 

the Socret Q.ry-General's D,13 reomcc1t, especially on the details of the plan 

i t ;;·as proposing, Conseq_uently, if tho Sub-Committee were immediately 

to begin the discus sion of the deta ils of the question, the Secreteriat 

woul1 be um.ble to give its opinion, 

Furth.srmore, the Secre tary-Genero.l wes not of the opinicn that the 

oubst~rnce of his proposa l went counter to the provisions of the Joint 

dre.ft r osolution. The Secret'lry-Gene!'ri.l thought that his proposals were 

entirely c ompatible with pare.gr'.lph 7 of the dra.ft resolution. The 

propc::1f:.ls 'limed n.t .'.l clarification of the respective responsibilities 

nnd d.uti •; s of the various bodicrn , 

Mr. fEREZ CISNERCS (Cub<1) o.3reed with the repres·entative of 

Bolg5 um rega.rding the need for sw.rn.<J.ry records of all meetings of the 

Sub-Corr...rnittee, Moreover, it wn.s necessary to know what other organization s 

the Secretary-General had o.ppro-::ched, besides those already mentioned. 

Mr. DEROUSSE (Belgiun) and Mr. f..NZE-MATIENZO (Bolivia) proposed 

tlnt the Sub-Ccr;,.mi ttee should r:coceea. to a discussion of the general 

n2pects of the problem without waiting for the Secretary-General's 

memorandum. 

The CH:\ IRMAN understood that, if the proposal was adopted, it 

,would ne~n th~t the Sub-Committae would have a meeting in the afternoon 

of 2 November. 

It wa.s so decided by 9 votes to none. 

Tho meeting r ose ~t 1.30 p.m. 




