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Human rights situation in Somalia

Introduction

As a result of the critical situation of human rights situations in Somalia over the recent
period, particularly the rights of women, children and human rights defenders, Maat for
Peace, Development and Human Rights presents this intervention to monitor the human
rights situation in Somalia, which witnesses several violations, especially after the failure of
all national or international efforts to settle the conflict there. Hence, this intervention
highlights the most prominent violations against Somalis, which need the attention of the
Council.

Violations against women

Women in Somalia are subjected to a number of violations, both with regard to
discrimination against them and physical abuse, whereas, cases of rape by al-Shabaab
movement or even by the forces of the African Union Mission (AMISOM) to Somalia are
high. In July 2018, the media reported that Kenyan troops deployed outside the AMISOM
raped three women and girls in Belet Hao town along the Kenyan border. With regard to
ending the chronic problem of sexual violence, especially gang rape throughout the
country, no progress has been made in the Sexual Offenses Bill.! Furthermore, the Penal
Code also criminalizes rape, however, it considers it a crime against morality not against
the victim.

In addition to the use of women in suicide bombings. on July 24, 2019 the mayor of
Mogadishu and six others were killed by a blind female suicide bomber, was an employee
of the local government of the capital and received help from a colleague who was also
working in the local government. This is the first time in which it is declared that the al-
Shabaab used a disabled person in a suicide bombing.?

Maat would like to point out what happened to the Elias Adam's 12-year old daughter
Aisha, who was abducted and gang raped on February 24, 2019, then killed and her body
was thrown near his home in the following day in Galkayo city in the central Somali region
of Galmudug. Attempts are being made to settle the matter in a customary manner, which is
rejected by her parents, and the perpetrators have yet to be punished. Aisha's case is one of
12 cases of rape filed suits against the defendants between January 1 and March 2019.

Violations against children

Somalia remains one of the top countries in which child recruitment rates are increasing,
with approximately 2228 boys and 72 girls being recruited, according to the statistics of the
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child in June 2019. The recruitment of youth by al-
Shabaab increased significantly by 1865 compared to 2017.3

Children are also deprived of their right to education and most of them, because of poor
conditions, resort to work instead of schools. There are about 39.8% of Somali children
between the ages of 5 and 14 are already working. The number of children working in the
country is about 1 million. As for education, the incidence of attacks on schools and
hospitals is increasing and is preventing children from enjoying their rights to education
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and health care. Specifically, in the months of November 2016 to August 2017, close to
50,000 children lost the opportunity to go to school due to displacement.*

Refugees and internally displaced persons

The phenomenon of internal displacement is the most prominent challenge that hinders the
progress of improving the human rights situation in Somalia. The causes of displacement
vary between natural disasters or armed conflicts. In the second quarter of 2018 heavy rains
and floods in the Jubba and Shabelle rivers basin displaced about 215,000 people, while the
number of people affected by sudden floods reached about 630 thousand people.> As for the
problem of displacement due to armed conflict, the armed conflict in Somalia continued in
the first half of 2018, with about 341,000 new displacements registered between January
and June 2018.5

In July 2019, the problem of the schiling currency's exit from service forced about 40% of
Beledweyne’s residents to flee to other regions of the country such as Banaadir, Middle
Shabelle, Lower Shabelle and others. The problem also led to the closure of about 3000
stores.”

Restrictions on freedom of opinion and expression

Although the Somalia Council of Ministers has approved the Draft Media Law, which may
contain some positive points, has made all media and expression channels generally under
the control of the government in Mogadishu. The law imposed a number of licensing and
registration procedures on all media and made their work under the supervision of the
Ministry of Information.®

Although an independent press committee is allowed to be established, it will also remain
under the Ministry's control. This is in addition to the restrictions imposed on journalists
themselves.® Not only the restrictions on publication but journalists are also arrested, more
than 30 journalists have been arrested and detained for criticizing the government.® The
Somali authorities continued to restrict the work of human rights activists and journalists,
through so-called "security exemptions”, which are often used as a cover for the
suppression of human rights.

Lack of confidence in the Justice system

The judiciary system suffers from a lack of independence due to several factors, including
corruption, which is spread in all State institutions, non-separation of powers in a way that
enables the judiciary system from performing its role independently and the weakness of
federal and regional courts, in addition to their subordination to custom control over
constitutional laws, and their lack of the logistical support that qualify them to perform their
role effectively. As a result, people are now seeking courts in areas belonging to al-
Shabaab. Also, the Somali government does not have a mechanism to verify the judgments
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issued by its courts and that most people go to the judiciary of al-Shabaab instead of the
government judiciary.*

Recommendations

Maat recommends stakeholders as follows:

To reconsider laws on the freedoms of opinion and expression, particularly the Law
on Media, which limits the formation of independent civil society organizations.

To implement the Somali government’s commitment to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, in order to reduce Somalia's highest rate of child recruitment
worldwide.

To formulate national development plans by the Somali government to reduce the
disadvantages of natural disasters to the Somali people, which increases the rates of
displacement and displacement, as well as the displacement resulting from military
operations.

To Increase penalties for sexual violence against women and to stop discrimination
in all its forms against women.

To open an extensive investigation into cases of sexual violence against women by
AMISOM, with greater accountability and transparency in investigations.

To increase efforts to protect Somali women from violations by the al-Shabaab
movement under the pretext of applying the Sharia.

To work towards improving the conditions of camps inhabited by internally
displaced persons and to provide an appropriate working environment, especially for
women.

To seek more humanitarian aid to help those affected by conflict or natural disasters.

To Combat corruption in the judiciary; to activate the role of constitutional laws in
parallel with customary laws; to formulate a national committee familiar with the
law and accepted by the community to look into controversial legal matters in which
the law is contrary to custom; and to reform courts and pay attention to the
coordination between federal courts and state courts.
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