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Private security companies violations of Human Rights in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories

Introduction

Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights (Egypt) expresses its concern about the
negative role of private security companies in the conflict situations in the Middle East and
its violations of human rights, especially in the occupied Palestinian territories. Private
military and security companies are often referred to as commercial companies that make
legal contracts aimed at profit for their military and security services. Most of these private
companies operate within the framework of the so-called “outsourcing” operations; they
behave under a business relationship between these companies and the state institutions
concerned.

This does not contradict with the obligation of these commercial entities to respect human
rights during their operations. The Foundation has very complex concerns about the context
of the work of these companies and their obligations towards human rights under the umbrella
of the occupation. Some countries, headed by the Israeli occupying Power, hire private
military and security companies to serve their strategic goals and turn some events and
peripheral goals into more costly conflicts, which the Palestinian people suffer under the
repression and brutality of the occupation authorities.

Violation of the Israeli private security companies

Private security companies in Israel play a role parallel to the authorities' security role. In
1999, one of Israel's private security companies, MIR Security, entered into a contract with
the Israeli police to establish the Safe City model, installing about 1,000 surveillance cameras
in the Old City of Jerusalem. According to a report by Privacy International, there are 27
Israeli surveillance companies that provide services to the authorities, which is the highest
proportion of surveillance companies to the population in the world.*

The Israeli occupation authorities use private military security companies to suppress and
impede the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, by hiring them to perpetuate
the settlement project and building the Separation Wall, by participating in guarding and
expanding settlements in contravention of international law.? Palestinians are deprived of
their right to movement as they are endangered and threatened at checkpoints.® In addition,
Israeli prisons are provided with security equipment to monitor political prisoners and spy
on Palestinian detainees, especially in the prisons of Ofer, Negev, Megiddo, Damon and
Rashun prison in Jerusalem.

Among the most prominent of these companies: Elbit Ferranti, one of the four largest private
security companies in Israel, and the British company G4S, which is known for violations of
human rights in many countries, especially in the State of Palestine, Afghanistan and Irag.
Despite the termination of the work of G4S in Israel, there is still ignorance from the
international community to hold this company accountable for its direct participation in the
gross violations against the Palestinians.*

In 2014, these companies were involved in Operation Protective Edge in Gaza which saw
more than 2,000 Palestinian deaths (including more than 500 children) and more than 10,000
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people injured.> Members of private security companies are allowed to use force with no
automatic internal audit mechanism. Between October 2015 and November 2016, 9
Palestinians were killed by members of private security companies.® On 23 October 2015, at
the al-Jalamah crossing in the northeast of Jenin, a Palestinian child was killed while walking
towards the first checkpoint, “When he suddenly ran towards the first checkpoint, security
forces noticed him and opened fire on him.” Israeli forces denied that Palestinian Red
Crescent Society medical personnel had reached the area. According to eyewitnesses, the
child was unarmed, so guards could have used less force and arrested him.”

On April 27, 2016, a 23-year-old Palestinian woman and her 16-year-old brother were killed
at an army checkpoint in Jerusalem on their way to Jerusalem by Modi’in Ezrachi guards,
whose staff are working at eight checkpoints in the West Bank.® It was not the first time, in
2010, there was a notable case, Samer Sarhan was shot and killed by a Modi’in Ezrachi guard.
Two years after the incident, Israel decided not to charge the guard and claimed that there
was insufficient evidence to bring him to trial.®

These companies continue to be involved in human rights violations and to impede the right
of the Palestinian people to self-determination. Moreover, these companies develop their
weapons and strengthen their position through mass killings against the Palestinian people,
most recently what happened in Gaza's Great March of Return in 2018, during which Israel
committed war crimes and crimes against humanity. In spite of this brutality, it was a point
of frustration and a challenge to Israeli private military companies in particular, especially as
the Palestinians continue to resist. Confrontations lasted for nearly 51 days and Palestinians
are still resisting for their right to self-determination and liberation of their land till the
present. Such confrontations place these companies in an embarrassing situation and incur
them huge losses. A gradual decrease since 2014 in the exports of arms to Israeli companies
can be noted, especially from countries such as India, Brazil and Poland, in conjunction with
the principle that these companies and their staff were unable to dominate and confront the
Palestinians and their movements, so how to external bodies can trust them! pushing them
towards brutally against the Palestinians not only to implement the strategic objectives of the
occupation but also to achieve economic gains.*0

Israel has recently sought to use so-called electronic mercenaries. According to US reports,
Israel's ranking in investing in the private cybersecurity sector is second only to the United
States. Israel is working to build an electronic city in the Negev desert to be a spy network
and an offensive electronic capability capable of penetrating, monitoring and targeting
anything that prevents the achievement of Israel's colonial goals; and to enhance its digital
capabilities as a means to violate human rights and impede the right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination.!
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Recommendations

Maat calls upon the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating
human rights and impeding the exercise of the rights of peoples to self-determination
to undertake a country visit as soon as possible to monitor the violations committed
against the Palestinian people.

To provide a database for those companies and their employees pursuant to the
principle of transparency and accountability.

To open wide-ranging investigations into violations by private security companies in
the occupied Palestinian territories, particularly direct Kkillings and violations at
checkpoints and prisons.

To open comprehensive and expanded international investigation into the relationship
between the authorities and individual responsibility for violations committed; to hold
them legally and criminally responsible for such violations; and to hold them
accountable internationally.

To subject these companies to periodic accounting before the courts and allow
investigations to be opened in cases that have been identified as “lacking clear
evidence” for accountability.

To allow victims and their families access to their right to access to justice, as well as
access to the documents and surveillance cameras under the control of the occupation
authorities during investigations.

To stress the implementation of the law requiring members of private security
companies to wear name cards to ensure and facilitate holding them accountable.




