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1. The Commission had before it the document entitled “Progress and 
challenges in achieving the Millennium Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific” 
(E/ESCAP/65/31). 

2. Several delegations informed the Commission of the progress made in their 
respective countries towards the achievement of various Millennium Development 
Goals, focusing in particular on Goal 1, the eradication of extreme poverty and 
hunger, which was the most closely related to the theme topic for the Commission 
session. 

3. Progress towards achieving Millennium Development Goal 1 continued to be 
mixed, with success in poverty reduction not always leading to a proportionate 
reduction of hunger. The Commission noted that the recent volatility in food and fuel 
prices had made the achievement of the Goals more difficult, especially in the least 
developed countries, and that national food security was a prerequisite for achieving 
Goal 1. One delegation suggested that regional policy on food security should be 
integrated into the regional platform for partnership on the Goals, with special 
attention being paid to the most vulnerable countries, such as the least developed 
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States. 

4. The Commission expressed concern that the current global financial and 
economic crises could have a significant impact on funding for the Millennium 
Development Goals and noted that efforts by all Governments and their development 
partners were needed to achieve the Goals by 2015. In that context, some delegations 
called for donor countries and agencies to maintain or increase official development 
assistance to fulfil their commitments. 
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5. The representative of Australia recalled her Government’s announcement in 
2008 of a four-year commitment of 200 million Australian dollars to fund selected 
United Nations partner agencies to assist developing countries in achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals. The representative of China recalled his 
Government’s announcement, at the high-level event on the Millennium 
Development Goals, held at United Nations Headquarters on 25 September 2008, of a 
series of assistance programmes in support of the Goals, including a $30 million trust 
fund for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, demonstration 
centres, technical expertise and educational opportunities aimed at improving 
agricultural productivity in developing countries. 

6. The Commission was informed that the Regional Coordination Mechanism, 
chaired by the Executive Secretary of ESCAP, played an important role in the 
regional partnership towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  

7. Stating that evidence-based policies were indispensible to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals, one delegation stressed the role of SIAP in helping 
member States to develop their statistical capacity and human resources. Noting the 
limited availability of data to measure the political, social, economic and gender 
impact of the global economic crisis, another delegation suggested that the United 
Nations regional commissions, including ESCAP, could play a constructive role in 
the global effort to establish a monitoring and alert mechanism, as suggested by the 
Secretary-General at the meeting of the United Nations System Chief Executives 
Board for Coordination held in Paris on 4 and 5 April 2009. 

8. One delegation requested that SIAP and ESCAP continue to play a lead role 
in assisting small statistical offices in building their statistical capacity, including in 
data processing and statistical analysis, and urged ESCAP to work closely with 
subregional institutions in the Pacific, through the ESCAP Pacific Operations Centre, 
to improve the quality of official statistics in support of evidence-based policy- and 
decision-making. 


