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Draft report 

Trade and investment (including the Asian and Pacific 
Centre for Transfer of Technology and the Centre for 
Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization)  

1. The Commission had before three documents: subprogramme overview: 
issues and challenges related to inclusive and sustainable economic and social 
development in Asia and the Pacific: trade and investment (E/ESCAP/69/3); 
report of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of 
Technology on its eight session (E/ESCAP/69/6); and report of the Governing 
Council of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization on its eight 
session (E/ESCAP/69/7). 

2. Representatives of the following countries made statements: 
Afghanistan; Bangladesh; China; India; Malaysia; Nepal; and Russian 
Federation. Representatives of the World Association for Small and Medium 
Enterprises and the Business Advisory Council of ESCAP also made 
statements. 

3. The Commission noted that, despite a global economic slowdown, trade 
and investment had played an essential role in maintaining the momentum of 
economic growth and reducing poverty in various economies of the Asia-
Pacific region. In that regard, two delegations supported a swift conclusion, 
with a balanced outcome, of the Doha round of multilateral trade negotiations.  

4. The Commission further noted that the landlocked and least developed 
countries of the region continued to face problems associated with geographic 
isolation and remoteness, and that swift and effective implementation by all 
stakeholders of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries 
for the Decade 2011-2020 (Istanbul Programme of Action) and the Almaty 
Programme of Action: Addressing the Special Needs of Landlocked 
Developing Countries within a New Global Framework for Transit Transport 
Cooperation for Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries, with a focus on 
improving transit, market access, productive capacity, product and market 
diversification, and access to technology, would benefit those countries.  

5. The Commission emphasized that South-South cooperation was 
important in promoting intraregional trade and investment. Various countries 
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reported on the free trade agreements that they had signed or were in the 
process of negotiating, and expressed their satisfaction with the progress made 
under the Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA), in particular the contribution 
of APTA to trade facilitation.  

6. The Commission noted with appreciation plans to establish the Eurasian 
Economic Union by 2015, which would further strengthen and promote 
integration within the bounds of the Customs Union Single Economic Space of 
Belarus, Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation and in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States region as a whole.  

7. Upon request, the secretariat informed the Commission that it would 
pursue the promotion of “green” business and trade and investment in green 
products and services under existing regional trade agreements, undertake 
analytical work on inclusive trade through the Asia-Pacific Trade and 
Investment Report and expand the Asia-Pacific Sustainable Business Network 
which had been established within the framework of the Business Advisory 
Council of ESCAP. 

8. The Commission noted the importance of trade facilitation in promoting 
trade. In that regard, two delegations called on the secretariat to expand its 
technical assistance in that area, including accession to the World Trade 
Organization, focusing on least developed countries.  

9. The Commission expressed its appreciation for the activities of the 
Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT) and the Centre 
for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization in promoting South-South 
cooperation and the capacity-building of small and medium-sized enterprises, 
and called for continued support of those regional institutions. One delegation 
called on member States to enhance their financial contributions to APCTT in 
accordance with the benchmarks specified in the report of the Governing 
Council of APCTT on its eighth session in 2012. Another delegation 
emphasized that, while recognizing the important roles that regional 
institutions were playing, financial contributions to the regional institutions 
should continue to be made on a voluntary basis; that delegation called for 
greater involvement of the private sector in providing the regional institutions 
with funding.  

10. The Commission noted the need for promoting sustainable agricultural 
mechanization for enhancing food security and achieving environmental 
sustainability.  

11. The Commission noted a statement from the representative of the World 
Assembly of Small and Medium Enterprises (WASME), in which the 
representative highlighted the challenges faced by small and medium-sized 
enterprises and called for enhanced cooperation between WASME and ESCAP 
to effectively address the needs of such enterprises. 

12. The Commission noted a statement from a representative of the 
Business Advisory Council which highlighted the contribution made by the 
business sector through the Council to the work of ESCAP, including the 
organization of the annual Asia-Pacific Business Forum. 

13. The Commission generally endorsed the reports of the Governing 
Councils of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology and the 
Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization on their eighth sessions. 
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