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Addendum 

l. At its 6th and 7th meetings, on 24 and 25 September, the Working Group 
considered a text for article 41 on the basis of article 42, as conta1ned 1n 
document A/C. 3/39/WG.l/WP.l and which then became article 41, reading as follows: 

"[States of orig1n and States of employmert sha 11
. collaborate WIth a vie'" 

to fac1l1tating, [w1thout unreasonable r~strictions,l [as providec for in 
their national legislation] the exercise by migrant workers and members of 
their families in a [regular situation] [lawful status] of the riaht: 

"(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs of their State of 
origin, di~ectly or through freely chosen representatives; 

"(b\ To vote ard to be elected at elections 1r the1r State of origin; 

"(cl To have access, on general terms of eaual1tv, to publ1c services in 
the1r cour,try of ongin.]" 
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2. At the Work1ng Group's 6th rr.cet1ng, tbe reprEsentative of Yugoslavia proposed 
to delete the words 1n brackets "without unu•::J.sonable restr1ct1ons", "regular 
Sltuation", and "lawful status'' and to remove the brackets surroundino the words 
"as prov1ded for in their n:.tional legislation", mainta1ning these words in the 
text. He stressed the 1r.portance h1s dP1egation gave to the r1ght t<• vote in 
e~ections 1n the State of origin for ~Igrant workers. 

3. The representative of the Federal Republlc of Germany said th'--t his delegat1on 
would prefer the delet1on of tb1s article from the text of the Convention as these 
matters pertain to consular arrangements made by the State of or1qin. However, in 
a spirit of co-operation, he would not block a consensus. 

4. The representative of Australia F~xpressed h1s concern at the potential 
obligatton placed by the article on the State of employment. He expressed h1s v1ew 
that rratters such as the political re~at~onship between a citizen and his 
Government and the access of a c1tizen to voting r1ghts in hlS own country should 
be exclus~vely d matter for tr•ose two parties to r0solve. It would be 
Inappropr1ate to Impose an obligation on second countries in that regard. The 
delegate expressed hlS view that in the item referring to cr,llaboration between 
States of orig1n and States of employment, the art1cle shouLd refer only to States 
of employrrent "not obstruct1ng" the excrc1se of polit1cal ~1ghts in the State of 
origin by rr1grant workers. 

5. The representatives of the Unlted States, Norway and France supported the VIC"' 
expressed by the representative of Aus tral1a. 

6. The representatiVe of Italy supported the representative of Y~goslavia in 
maintaining that article in the Convention, but proposed placing the words "as 
proviaed for In their respective national legislation" at the Pnd of the last 
sente'1ce after the wore "rigbt" and ma1ntain1no the words "w1 thout unreasonable 
restrictlons", 1nserting tr,em in the third l1ne aftr·r tre word "<?xer::ise". 

7. The representative of the Sov1et Union stated that bi!:' delegation was also 1n 
favour of retaining the article in the text of the Convention and that it 9referred 
the wording "States of (mployrrent shall collaborate with a view to facil1tating the 
procedures". He sa1d that his celegat1on agreed w1th the rep:-esentat1ve of 
Yugoslav1a to ':lf>lete the woras "without unredsonable restrictiors". 

8. In l1ght <"'·f the d1scussion the represen+-:~t1ve of Yugoslavia propos,o.<'l to reword 
the text to read: 

"StatE:s of or1a1:-, ana States of employ:nPfJt s!-,all, 1n so far as possible and 
practical, collaborate with a view to facilitating the exercise by m1grant 
wor~ers and members of treir fam1l~PS of tbe r1ght as provided for in nationa' 
legislations". 

9. At the Work1ng Group's 7th meeting, on 25 Septemter, and after 1nformal 
consu~tat1ons, the Cha1rman re~d 0Jt a text wh1ch e~ergPd a~ 3 result of those 
consultations, as follows: 
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"Article 41 

"1. In conformity with their national legislation migrant workers and members 
of their families chall have the right to participate in public affairs, to 
vote and to be elected at elections in their State of origin. 

"2. The States concerned shall, as approprLate and in acordance with their 
legislation, facilitate the exercise of these rights." 

10. Commenting on that text the representative of the-Netherlands expressed his 
doubts about the firs~ paragraph. He would have preferred the wording of 
article 25 of the International Covenant on Civ1l and Political Rights. 
~evertheless, he could agree with the text, on the understanding that the present 
article in no way limited the scope o~ article 25 of the aforesaid Covenant. 

ll. The representative of th~ Federal Rep~blic of Germany stated t~at in the view 
of his delegation that provision did not necessarily mean that voting procedures of 
the State of origin would be conducted in the State of employment. 

12. The representative of Tunisia stated that his delegation, wh1~e joining in the 
consensus, felt the ne~d to place on record its doubts about the ~xercise by 
migrant workers living abroad of the right to participate in pub:1c affairs. 
Althouoh Tunisian law recognized that right in princip~e in the case of all 
Tunisian citizens living in Tunisia, his jelegation fe:~ that it was not 
appropriate to include in the Convention provisions wh1ch, altho~gh taken from the 
covenants on hum~n rights, did not square complet0ly with the objectives of the 
Convention. 

13. The representative of tte United States, suppor~ed by the representative of 
Norway, expressed the concern of her delegation regarding the obl:gation which may 
be imposed upon the State of employment by the use of the word "facilitate". Her 
delegation would have prefe~red the term "will not impede". 

14. At the Working Group's 7tn meeting, on 25 September, article 41 was adopted as 
a whole, read1ng as follows: 

"Article 41 
• 

"1. In conformity with their national legislation migrant workers and members 
of their families shall have the right to participate in public affairs, to 
vote and to be elected at elections in their State of or1gin. 

"2. The States concerned shall, as appropriate and in accordance with their 
legislation, facilitate the exercise of these rights." 




