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the Preparatory Meeting on tre United Nations Financing System

for Science and Technology for Development

Introduction

1. Pursuant to resolution 3 (VI) of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science
and Technology for Development, 1/ a preparatory meeting was convened on 30 and
31 October 1984, inter alia, to enable Governments to indicate their individual”
contributions to the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology
for Development. This report is being submitted to the General Assembly in
pursuance of this resolution requesting the Secretary-General to inform the
Assembly on the outcome of the preparatory meeting. In calling upon the
Secretary-General to arrange a preparatory meeting, the Committee had also
invited him to take appropriate measures, in particular, to undertake intensive
consultations with Governments.

2. The Secretary-General had sent a letter of appeal to Governments on

31 July 1984 in which he emphasized that the successful conclusion of negotiations
on the Financing System would be highly desirable because of the efforts already
made and even more so because of the importance of the issue itself.

Consultations prior to the Preparatory Meeting

3. The Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation
and the Administrator of UNDP undertook, on bebalf of the Secretary-General, a

series of consultations with individual Governments and with major groups. During
those consultations, the significance of science and technology in the development
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process was once again emphasized by the representatives. It was also stated

in the consultations that interested Governments wished to continue efforts to
mobilize resources for the Financing System. There was emphasis on the very useful
work that had been, and continued to be, done by the Financing System to strengthen
science and technology for development. During the consultations, several
participating Governments emphasized tbe sianificance that they attached to the
legislative arrangements for the long-term Financing System that had been worked
out in the past few years. At the same time, some participating Governments
indicated their willingness to approach the issue in a flexible manner.

4, In the course of the consultations, the Administrator of UNDP indicated

that as a result of savings realized through staff reductions and new earnings,
resources existed to meet the Financing System's administrative budget requirements
through 1985. However, both the Director-General and the Administrator reiterated
that in tbe absence of progress towards meeting the long~term resource targets and
without adequate operational funds, it would be neither desirable nor responsible
to maintain the present Financing System as an administrative entity only.

Discussions and conclusions of the Preparatory Meeting

5. The Preparatory Meeting addressed the following issues:

{a) Indication by interested Governments of individual contributions to
the long-term Financing System in the first year, and if possible, the succeeding
two years., It was recognized that at the current stage, precise and binding
financial commitments were not expected;

(bj Depending on the outcome of the assessment of the total resources likely
to be available, consideration of such follow-up action as Governments might desire.

5, Individual delegations were invited to indicate their intentions regarding
financial commitments to the Financing System for 1985 and beyond. 1In response,

16 Governments and the interested member States of the European Economic Community
indicated their readiness to contribute a total sum of about $10 million for

the first year of the Financing System. Of those Governments, three also made
indications of financial contributions for the succeeding two years. Twelve other
Governments stated that they intended to contribute but would announce the amount
at a later time. Several other Governments indicated that while they fully
recognized the importance of science and technology for development, they were

rot in & position to state their intentions during the course of the meeting.

A few Goverrments also indicated their interest in providing substantial amounts of
nu-core resources to the System.

7. Most Gowvernments indicating individual contributions stated that those
rescurecs would be made available only if the requirements of the relevant
lecislation were fully met. Some of those Governments referred explicitly to
specitic requirements, among others, that the amount for the initial year should
pe at least $50 million in core resources, with a progressive build-up in the
folicwing years, and that the System should represent a joirt and mutual
undertakina by both developed and developing countries, and equitable sharing

of resources also within groups. Apother Government was of the view that
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contributions should be made without pre-conditions, as was the case in regard to
that Government's contribution. However, despite these Jdifferances, the overall
view was a desire on the part of interested Governments to ensure a viable Systen,
one that bad a good chance for effective long-term operations,

8. As it was evident that the aggresjate amount 1 .kely to be available was
substantially below the eriseged taryot ard that, therslove, en ilaportaiat
requirement for launching the Systew on a long-term bazis had not boen met,
it was agreed at the meeting to consider Furtiher steps to he htaknn
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12, Since the seventh sess.on of the Intergovernmental Commitiee wape schsdaled
for May/June 1885, there was some urgency to:r tne General Asewnmbly at the curient
session to consider these sugaestions £or Further actiSon. In the meanhile. hoth
the Director-General and the Administrator of UNDP reitcracid the appeal uf the
Secretary~Censral to Covernments 1o ensure adegquate contributions to the prerant
Financing System at the anrual United Nations Pledging Conference for Dovelopmant
Activities on 7 and 8 Novembher.
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