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REGULATION, LIMITATION AND· BALANCED' REDUCTION OF . ALI/ .ARMED :l<'ORCES 
. A,ND. ALL .. ARM.AM:ENTS; C9NCLUSION · OF. AN I~7I'~NATIONAL CONVEN.TION. (TREATY) , . .. , , 

• ' • •• • O'N THE REDUCTION OF. A.'Rl-1AMENTS. AND THE PROHIBITION OF ATOMIC, . HYDROGEN 
AND·-OTHER -WEAPONS ' OF· f-iASS DESTRUCTION: REPORT OF THE DisA:ruA'.AMENT .. • :. ' • 

.. COMMISSION . , .. 

·:; . Report ·of t he First ·committee 

' Rapport~ur: .• Dr. F'r~z MATSCH (Austria) 
: . . . ' . . . , · ... ··· . ,:.• ', : 

1. By resolution 914 (X) of 16 December 1955, the General Assembly inter alia, __ 

urged"-the. State's co'ncerned 'Eilld particularly those on the Sub- CODllllittee ·of the 

Disarmament 'Co~issiori
0
t ~ -~oritinue their e'r1d~avours . to reach agreement and . 

suggestec;l_tbai 'the 'Di"s~nt Conmct.~sion ··should recon;ene its S~b- CQ.mi ttee. 
• . . • ' . . : • . . . . i • . • • ;, . ' . ' . . . .. ~ . • • . . • : : . 

2 . ·At ·its 577tb_ plenary meeting on l5 __ November 1956, the General_ Assembly 

de~:i.ded td include .-·in the 'ag~:nd~ o::f' . its session th~ item "Reg~iation, iim:I.tation 

and bai~'n'c~d r~ucti'o~ 'of aii arm~a:' force~ and ali armaments; concl~sion 'oi' an 

international :cdnventi6n. (treaty.) on the reduction of a~ents and -t~~ p~oh1b.~tion 

of atomic, hydrogen and other weapons of mass destruction : 
. . . 

report of the 

Disarmament Commission/' ·and · tef~rred ··it : to the First Committee_ for ~onsideration 

. . 
3. On 17 November;· the tfuicn· ot ·Soviet Sciciali.st Republics request ed the 

distributiori of ·a ·state~nt by ·the Soviet .Govermnent·on disarmament and the · 

lessening /6:r ·1~terhat1'on'hl: ten.sioh ('A/5}66) . ' 

4. OI1 20 ~cember; t h~ 'Cbairinari' ·of t h~ 
0

Disarniani~nt . Conmdssion . addressed a 

1.etter (A/Jl+io) to .the Secretary-·Gerier~l .transmitting' tO the General Assembl; . . . . ' . 
the third report of· the S~b- Coinmittee of the .Disarmament Commission (DC/83) 

together with relevant cio~um~:nts and' the -;~co;ds''of the inee'tings of the Commission. 
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5. The First Commit tee considered the item at its 821st to 829th meetings held 

between. J.4 and 25 J anuary 1957. . 

6. At the 821st meeting Otl 14 January the' United States of .America. 

pres·ented a memorandum (A/c.1/783), emboyding th~ outline o'f: a number of: 

disarmament proposals. 

7 . At t he same meeting, the Union of Soviet Sociali.st Republics introduced two · 

draft resolution by which (a) the General Assembly would call u:pon the States 

conducting atorirl.c and hydr.ogen weapons tests to discontinue them forthwith .· .. 

(A/c.1/1~160);_ {b) _the General Assembly would instruct the Disarna.'ment Co~ssion 
,and its' ·sub-Co!l1lllittee to exru:nine -th~ .proposais co~ce~rrl.ng the reduction of: 

armed f'orces and armaments and the prohibition of nuclear weapons presented by the 

USSR, the United Kingdom, the United st~tee; France and other States, .and wouJ.d 

decide· to convene a special . _session of the G€ne~~l Assembly on matt_ers of 

· disarmament, and instruct the Disarmament Commission to propose the date of its 

. • convening (A/c . 1/1.161). 

8. · : 0~ ·i4 Janua;y-, in accordan~e with pa.rag~aph 6 of' article II of the Agreement . 

between .th~ United Nat~ons. and the iiit~rn~tional Labour. 9rganisation, the . .. . . .· • . • ' . •, .. ' . . . . . . 
Secretary-General distributed to the Members of the General Assembly a 

communication (A/C .1/784) :from the Director-~~er~l of th~ International Lab~ur 

Office dr~~-iing attention to resolution No. · IT adopted by the _International. Labour 

Conference at its • 39.th ~~ssion; whi~h reaffirmed th.e hope • tha:t the . work of the • 
. . . . 

Disarmrunent Commission and its Sub-Comroit~ee might be brought to a speedy and 
. . . •' . . . . . . ' . 

fruitful conclusion. "' 

9 ♦ 0n l~ · Janu~ry, Canada, Ja.pa~ and Norway ~ntroduced a joint draft· 

reso1u{i o~ ·(A/c.i/L.162) by which the General Assembly would (a) reco~end that 
the States concerned and particularly those on .the Sub-Co~ittee of 'the . 

Disarmame~·(commi·s~l~~- s~ould give particul~r and urgent attention to the ·question 
. . . . . ·, 

. of establishing, as a preliminary step toward eventual prohibi ti.on o:f nuclear , . 
. · . . . : 

weapons through p1·ogressive stages, a system for registrat;i.on with the United.;, 

Nations of nuclear test explosions; and. (b) request _the Secretary-General ._and the 

Scientific Co~ttee established by G~ner~l Assembly ;esolution 913 (X) to • ,. . . •. . . · . . . 
co-operate _'With the States _concerned in _the .operation of ·such a system with a view 

to keeping the total actional and expected radiation in the world under constant 
·observation. 
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10. On 24 Jaoua.:cy, Auti'\iralia,. _Bn1zil, ~~ El Salvador, · France, India, . Japan, 

Norway, the USSR, the Ugited .Kingdoro, the United States of Am~ and Yugoslavia, 
introduced a joint _dra:ft r,es_o.lution (A/c.1/L.163) _which (a) recollllllendeu. that the 

Disarmament Commission and its Sub-Committee. should give ( i) -prompt -attention . . . . ' . . ' 

to the various proposals which had been submitted to the United Nations, . 

. including. the proposal of'. the Governments of· Canada, Japan _and Norway of 

18 January 1957; the Anglo-~rcnch comprehensive proposals of 11 June ·1954, 

19 March 1956 and 3 May 1956; the proposals of the Ur..ited States .of. 14 January 1957; 
t}:te _proposals ? f - the USSR of 10 May 1.955, · 27. March 195·5, 12 July 1956, . · 
11 November 1956, 14 January 1957 end 21~ January -.!9'.;7; the~ proposals· of India of 

25 July 1956; . and _ the proposnl $ of' Yugoslavia. or 10 J'uJ.y 1956;. ru:.d also· 

(ii) continued consideration to the plan qf President Eisenhower. for exchanging·. 

~litary blueprints and mutual aerial inspection, ar1d the pl.an. 0£ Prime Mi.nister . 

Bulganin for establishing. control posts at strategic centres; (b) recolll:Ilended • 

further that the Di£iarma.ment Commission shquld request its _Sub- Commi. ttee to .• 

prepare a .~rogress report for consideration by the Commission not later than 
l August 1957; (c) decided to transmit to the Disarmament Co.mmission the 

\ . 
records of the meetings of the First Committee pertaining to disarmament; 

(d) invited the Disarmament Commission to consid~r the advisability of'· 

recommending that a special • session of the Gene:r;al As.sembly or a general' 

disarmament conference should be convened at the appropriate time. 

11. On the same· date, the USSR introduced a draft resolution ( A/ c. 1/L. 164) by - ,· 
which '(a) the membershiI> of the Disa:rma.ment Commission wo~ld be . increased by_· 

add~ng Egypt, India, Poland and a Latin American country to the States refer".red 

to in resolution l (I) of 2h January 1946; (b) the Disarmament Commission woul d 

be invited to increase the membership of its Sub-Committee by adding to .it India 
and Poland. 

12, At the 829th meeting on 25 January, the representative o_f the Philippines 

proposed that the joint draft resolution introduced by· cruiada, Japan and· 

Norway (A/c.i/L.162) should be amended . by adding the word ''adva~ce" befor~ the 

word · "registration" ;in the first operative paragraph. • The amendment was acc·epted 

by the authors b-£ the -Joint draft resolution. · 
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·13. At the same meeting, .t be representative of the USSR withdrew one of the 

draft resolutions (A/.._c.1/L.161), submitted by his delegation and a.greed that tbe 
other two draft resolutions (A/C.l/L.160, L.164) should not be put to the vote, 

as they would be referred to the Disarmament CoIIJllission and its Sub-Committee for 
their prompt attention. 

14. Also, at the same meeting, and for the same reason, Canada, Japan and Norway 

agreed that ~peir revised draft rescl.ution (A/c .• i/L.162/Rev.1) should not be 
· ;'..,., 

put to the vote.· 
-~~ --

15. The. twelve-Power draft resolution (A/C.l/L.163) was then put to the vote and 

was adopted unanimously. 

16. The First Cor.nnittee, ·therefore, recomends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of the following draft resolution: 

REGULATION, LTI·tI'I.4.TION AND BALANCED REDUCTION OF ALL ARt.fE[) FORCES AND ALL 
ARMAME,'NTS ; CONCLUSION OF .AN INTE.llliATIONAL CONVENTION (TREATY) ON THE 

·REDUCTION OF Aftw.1ENTS AND THE PROHIBITION OF ATOMIC, HYDROGEN' AND OTHER 
WF.APONS ·oF MASS .DESTRUCTION: REPORT OF THE DISARMAMENT COMMISSION 

The~eperal Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 808 (DC) of 4 November 1~54, 

Recognizing that the achievement of an agreement on the problem of 

disarmament would contribute to the strengthening of international peace and 

security, 

Welcoming the progress made on certain aspects of the disarmament 

problem by the Disarmament Conmdssion and its Sub-Committee since the tenth 
session of the General Assembly, 

1. Requests the Disarmament Cormnission to reconvene its Sub-Committee 
at an early date; .. ; ·. _ . 

2. • Recommends that the Disarmament CoI!lIIlission and its Sub-Committee 
· 1 • 

give prompt attention to the various proposals that have been submitted to 

the United Nations including the proposal of the Governme~ts of Canada, 

Japan and Norway of 18 January 1957; the Anglo-French comprehensive proposals 

of 11 June 1954, 19 f.1arch 1956 and 3 May 1956; the proposals of the 

United States of America made under date of 14 January 1957; the proposals 

of. the Union of Soviet Socialist .Rep.lblics made under date of 10 May 1955, 

27 March 1956, 12 July 1956, 17 November 1956, 14 January 1957 and 

/ ... 
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24 January 1957; the propooal~ of the Government of India made under date 

of 25 July 1956; and the proposals of the Government .of Yugoslavia of 

10 July 1956; and give continued consideration to the plan of Mr. Eisenhower, 

President of the United States of America, for exchanging military blueprints 

and mutual aerial inspection, and the plan of Mr, Bulganin, Prime Minister 

of the Union .of Soviet Socialist Republics, for establishing control posts 

at strategic centres; 

3. Recommends ~urther that the Disarmament Ccmmission request .its 

Sub-Committee to prepare a progress report for consideration by the Commission 

not later than 1 August 1957; 
4. Transmits to the Disarmament Canmission th~ records of the meetings 

of the First Ccmmittee e.t which the problem of disarmament was discussed, 

with the request that the Commission and its Sub-Ccmmittee give careful and 

early consideration to the views expressed in those documents; 

. 5. Invites the Disarmament Corunission to consider the advisability of 

recommending that a special session of the General Assembly or a general 

disarmament conf'erence be convened at the appropriate time. 




