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l. The Fifth Committee considered the question of the United Nations Internationa 

School at .~ ts 64l~th and 645th meetings,. having bef.ore. it a report of the 

.Secretary _General (A/3688) submitted in response to resolution 1102, (XI). 

2. Representatives taking part in the discussion paid a tribute to the purpose 

of the school and to the manner in which U was being adml.nistered by the Board 

of Trustees. The priacipal m13,tter at issue was how best .to resolve the problems 

referred to in the Secretary-General's report. 

3. . The de~egations of· Brazil, France, India and Poland submitted the following 

draft resolution (A/C.5/L.497): 

"!]he General Assembly, 

A. 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the U~ited 

Nat,ions Internation~l School (A/3688), 

No-ting that the School is in urgent need of perman~nt premises~· and 

that it is. under notice to vacate its; p:resent. temporary premises in June 1959, 
Noting that in order to meet the needs of the greatest possible number 

of children of the United Nations staff members, delegates and others 

associated- with the United Nations, such permanent premises should be located 

is Manhattan, 

57-34751 
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Noting further that in the view of the Secretary-General 'the provision 

of truly adequate accommodation for the School is in the best interest of 

the Organisation,' 

Recalling resolution 1102 (XI) on this subject, and in particular the 

recognition contained therein of 'the continued functioning of the School 

as one of the important non-financial factors contributing to the recruitment 

and retention of international staff,' 

1. Decides that in principle permanent premises for the United Nations 

School should be constructed either on the Headquarters site in consultation 

with the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions or 

on a site in its immediate vicinity, if the latter would be financially 

feasible; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Board of 

Trustees of the School, to investigate possibilities for the site, develop 

plans for the building, pur.sue efforts to raise funds from private sources, 

and, if sufficient funds should become available, to proceed with the 

construction of the School; 

3. Establishes a Committee ~onsisting of representatives of the 

Governments of (to be specified) to advise the Secretary-General at his 

request on the action to be taken by him for advancing the construction of 

the School; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to use his good offices to assist 

the School in finding suitable acco~modation pending completion of the 

permanent premises; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to present a progress report to the 

thirteenth session of the General Assembly, together with the comments, if 

necessary, of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions; 

B. 

Bearing in mind the discussions at previous sessions concerning a 

Delegation Building to be constructed in the area close to the United Nations 

Headquarters, and the increasing interest expressed by many delegations to 

have such facilities, 

; ... 
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Requ~sts the Secretary-General to use his good offices in investigating 

practical possibilities for the provision of Delegation office facilities in 

the area close to United Nations Headquarters, and, if sound plans are 

elaborated meeting with the approval of a sufficient number of Delegations 

as tenants, to proceed with the implementation of the plan." 

4. The aims of this dralt resolution received wide support. Many delegations 

coosidered. the International School to be a worthy experiment in education, an 

integral part of an International Secretariat and subsidiarily a valuable 

"non-financial factor" in the recruitment and retention of staff at the 

Headquarters of the Organization. They belj.eved ·a Q.ecision in this matter was 

necessary as the lease on the present &ccommo~tions of the School would expire 

in June 1959 and there would not be time for ~aking new arrangements if action 

were postponed until the thir·~eenth session of the General Assembly. 

5. An amendment was propo$ed by the d.elega.t.ion of Chile which uould add to the 

end of operative paragraph l of draft resolution A the words "and obtainable 

without undue delay11
• 

6. Other delegations, while recognizing the valuable achievements and objectives 

of the School pointed out that as an autonomous body, it did not come under the 

administrative control either of the General Assembly or of the Secretary-General. 

In the circumstances, they believed it would be appropriate for the Secretary

General to be requested to use his good offices to help the School and make a 

progress report to the General Assembly at its thirteenth session. 

1. The representative of the United States, taking into account the provisions 

of the Eead~uarters agreement between his Government and the United Nations, 

considered that negotiations with the host country were a necessary preliminary 

to any decision to locate the School on the Head~uarters site. Agreement would 

also need to be reached with the City of New York which had already made a very 

generous contribution to the ai>,enit:i:es of the site the use of which for the 

International School might be authorized if and when appropriate negotiations with 

all interested parties showed that this was a practical possibility. 

The representative of the United States proposed the following amendments 

to the four -Po,vel· draft resolution. 
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11 In resolution A: 

(a) To insert in prea.mbular paragraph 3, after • Noting'f the words 

'the view of the Board of Trustees of the Schpol 1 •. 

(b) To replace operativepa.ragra.phs 1, 2 and 3 by a single new 

operative paragraph l reading: 

Requests the Secretary-General to use his good offices to assist the 

Board of Trustees in.finding a site in Manhattan for the School, in 

developing plans for. the building, and in pursuing their efforts to raise 

funds from private sources for the construction of the School, and, if 

necessary, for the acquisition of a site therefor. 

In resolution B: 

(a) To delete the text in operative paragraph 1, following the words 

'Jnited Nations Headquarters-'; 
" {b) To add a new operative paragraph 2 read:tng: 

· Requests the Secretary-General to make a progress report to the 

thirteenth session of the General Assembly," 

8 .. ·At the 645th meeting, the Fifth Committee received an amendment proposed by 

the sponsors of the four-Power draft resolution providing for the replacement of 

the first three operative paragraphs of Part A of the original draft resolution 

by two new paragraphs. The first of these would request the Secretary-General to 

consult with the appropriate authorities on the possibilities of constructing 

permanent premises for the School on the Headquarte:rs site, The second. would 

follow the text of the United States amendment but with the words "including the 

'Headquarters District'" inserted after the word "Manhattan". The sponsors 

also amended part B of the draft resolution to provide for a request to the 

Secretary-General to use his good offices in investigating practical possibilities 

for the provision of Delegation office facilities in the area close to United 

Nations Headquarters and omitting the remainder of the original draft, 

9. It was stated on behalf of the Secretary-General that he would. consult all 

interested parties in the implementation of resolution A, which involved no 

financial consequences for the United Nations. 

I .. . 
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10. The Chilean a.mendinent having been withdrawn,- part A of the amended draft ·

repolution -vras adopted by 55 votes in favoUr; none against, llith five abstentions. 

11. As regards part B of the draft resolution, the representative of the 

Secretary-General stated that a number of delegations were ~nterested in 

obtaining office facilities' closer·to the t!eadguo.rters site. No expenditure 

would devolve upon the Unit~d Nations in respect of any buildinG construction 

undertal~en for that purpose. The Secretary-General was prepar~d, however, to 

us~ his good offices in-order to assist· interested delegations. 

12. Part B of the amende~ four-Power draft resolution was adopted by 43 votes 

to 6, with 13 abstentions. 

Recommendation of the Colllffii":tee 
....._ ·-·-·---

13. Pursuant to the above discussion, the Fifth Committee recommends to the 

General Assembly the adoption of the following draft resolu~ion: 

UNITED !TATIONS Th"TERNATIOIJAL SCIIOOL AND 
DELEGATION OFFICE FACILITIES 

The General Assembly, 

A. 

HavinG considered the report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations 

International School (A/3688), 
Noting that the School is in urgent need of permanent premises, and that it 

is under notice to vacate its present temporary premises in June 1959, 
Notine that in order -to meet the needs of the greatest possible number of 

children of the United Nations staff members, delegates and others associated with 

the United Nations, such permanent premises should be located in ~~attan, 

Noting further that in the view of -the Secretary-Gener~l "the provision of 

truly adequate accommodation for the School is in the best interest of the 

Organization/' 

Recalling resolution 1102 (XI) on this subject, and in particular the 

recognition contained therei~ of "the continued functioning of the School as one 

of the important non-financial factors contributing to the recruitment and 
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1. Reques-ts the Secretary-General to consult with .the appropriate 

authorities on the possibility of constructing permanent premises for the 

U:pited Nations Inte:),"national School on the Headquarters site; · 

2. Reqtlests the Secretary-General to use his good offices to assist 

the Board of Trustees in finding a site in Manhattan including the 
11 Headquarters District" for the School• in developing plans for the 

buil~inc, and in pursuing their efforts t9 raise funds from private 

souraes for the construction of the School, and, if necessary, for the 

a~quis~tion of a $ite therefor; 

;. Request~ the Secret~-Gener~l to use his good offices to assist 

the School in finding suitable acco.mr:noda"tion pending completion of the 

p~rmanent premises; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to present a progress report to the 

thirteenth session of the General Assembly, together vrith the comments, 

if necessary, of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 

Questions; 

B. 

Ti1e General Assembly 

Bearing in mind the_discussions at previous sessions concerning a Delegation 

Building to be constructed in the area close to the United Nations Headquarters, 

and th~ increasing interest expressed by many delegations to have such facilities, 

1. Re~uests the Secretary-General to use his good offices in investigating 

practical possibilities for the provision of Delegation office facilities in 

t~e area close to United Nations Headquarters; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to make. a progress report to the 

General Assembly at its. thirteenth session. 




