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The follovring summary is issued J;>UrsJ.ant to the request of the Fifth 

Committee at its 6llth meeting, held on 23 October 1957. It li'sts in tabular form 

the proposals made by delegations during the general discussion of the 1958 

estimates .at the 607th to 6llt~ meet:!.ngs, although the proposals -;rere in most 

cases not presented for formal action nor embodied in a draft resolution. Each of 

the proposals listed is ascribed to the delegation which first made it. In a 
.,; 

number of cases. other delegations supl?orted the pr~posal or made a suggestion on 

similar lines. ·The latter delegations are not listed; neither .are those which 

expressed a reservation on certain of the proposals. or took a contrary view, 

unless it was expressed in concrete tenas. The points on which the C~mmittee has 

already taken preliminary action ar.e marked w1 th an asterisk ( *). 
: ., . 

(a) Pattern of Conferences . 

57-2973'4. 

*The Committee decided at its. 612th me~tipg 
to ea·~ablish a Sub-Committee to cons::.dzr 
a new pattern of conferences 

Meetings of United Nations .. bodies should 
not be held away from Headquarters unless 
prior agreement is reached with the-host 
Government concerned that it should pay 
al extra costs 

(United Kingdom) 

Number of SUllllllB.ry 
record 

* A/C.5/SR.612 

A/C.5/SR.607 

f ..• 
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(a) Pattern nf Conferences (continued) 

The General AssemblY should take steps to 
avoid in future the holding of' two major 
conferences in a single year, in addition 
to the normal programme 

(~) 

A clear distinction should be drawn between 
regular and ad hoc conferences and meetings. 
Temporary steff should be recruited only 
for the latter 

(Ceylon) 

In view of the Conference on the Law of the 
Sea and the Second Conference on the PeacefUl 
Uses of Atomic Energy, the prozramme for 
1958 at least, should be.kept as li~1t as 
possible. 

{ynian of South Afr~ca) 

(b) Documentation 

The Fifth Committee might recommend to the 
General Assembly that it direct the Secretary-General 
to reduce in 1958 the length·of the documents produced 
by the Secretariat by an average of 25 per cent 
compared with that of 1957· 

Number of' summary 
record 

A/C.5/SR.609 

A/C.5/SR.610 

A/C.5/SR.610 

(United Kingdom) A/C.5/SR.607 

Reach the objective of reducing documentation 
in stages over two years. First study the 
possible methods of achieving a reduction. 

{Egypt) A/C.5/SR.6C9 

Summary Records might be replaced by 
Rapporteur's reports, 

{Cuba) 

Summary Records need not be printed 
(Argentina ) 

A/C.5/SR.607 

A/C.5/SR.608 

; ... 



Pa.ge ' 

{c) Public Intor~a:tierr Activities Number ef s:ummary 
record 

A ct~nsiderable number of delegtttions ha.ve 
commented on the tw aspects of the 
question: 

(i) the immedi&te problem 
(ii) the long-:m.ll.&e policy 

The Committee has currently under consideration 
a. d:m!t resoJ.uti•l:l on (i ). 

(d) Q..~ganize.tiall ~ the. Secntariat 

Specific views hs.ve been expressed on the 
tt'p-level stru.ctu~ o-t th.e 8eereta.ria.t by 
the United Kingdom,~ the tJS:S.R (A/C·5/SR.607), 
!r&q {A/C.5/SR.6o8), India (A/C.5/SR.609) 
and Franc~ (A/C.5/SR .. 6lO}. The Secretary
General will issue a s~rate report on the 
question. 

*The r~nda.tion "'tf the Advisory CQ3mj.ttee 
(A/3624, para.gmph 45) that an in.cto.mte might 
be s~t up t~ desl with general problems of 
organi&a.tion both at overseas offices and missi~s 
and· at Headquarters was o:mme::lted en by many 
delegations. 

The Committee A.grero that its report to the 
General Asoombly should endorse this reeffl!llllencll£tion 
and that the Secreta.ry-Geneml should work out 

A/C.5/t.468/Rev.l 
A/C. 5/L. 469 

in consultation with the Advisory Committee the 
prnctica.l measures fl"lr its implementation in 1958. * A/C.5/SR.6ll 

The Techni~al Assistance Administration should 
be merged with the ~rtment cf Eccnomic and 
Soci~l Affairs with consequent increase in the 
st~rr of the regional economic ccmmi~sions. 

(USSR) A/c. 5/SP..607 -
( e ) Form of the Budget 

The foll~Wing seeticns or the budget in its 
new form should b~ included in P~rt III -
The Secretariat: Section 10 (Office of the 
High Coom:lssi.on.arJ'or Re:fuge~s), Section. 11 

I ... 
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(e·) Form of the ~dget (continued) Number of summary 
record 

(Permanent Central Opium Board.and Drug 
Su:w:>ervisory Body), Section 12 (Joint Staff' 
Pension Board and United Nations Staff 
Pension Committee) and Section 16 (Technical 
Assistan~e Administration). 

(United Kingdom) 

Full knowledge ·of three factors should be 
a.''la.ilable: the amounts requested, the agreed 
pr9grammes and tbe order of priority fixed by 
the General Assembly and the Councils. The 
Secreta.riat should furnish the Fifth Committee 
each year with a general surve~· of all the 
agreed programmes with a tentative estimate 
of their cost. 

(~he Nether: lands ) · 

The new form·of the budget should be adopted 
perrr..ane~tly. 

(Argentina) 

(f) Priorities ·· 

Criteria should be. worked out for.:assessing the 
effectiveness ·f"lf projects·both before and after 
their execution, to.be applied tbrough.a general 
survey of all activities of the United Nations. 

---

.A/C.5/SR.607 

A/C.5/SR.610 

A/C.5/SR.6o8 

The Fifth Committee should accept direct responsibi~ity 
for fixing all priori ties in consultation with other . 
organs of the General Assembly. 

c (Israel)· 

(g) Level of the 1958 Budget 

Some delegations reserved specific comment until 
the first reading of the budget sections; 

·A/C.5/SR.61l 

others stated they would support the recommendation 
of the Advisory Committee; others stated that 
additional measures to stabilize the budget 
were required. 

Certain items .... of non-urgent expenditure might· be. 
postponed; e.g.·the replacement of equipment, the 
construction of a. televis:Lon studio, one of the 
t~ro special conferences planned for 1958. 

(Liberia) A/C.5/SR.6lO 

; ... 
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(g) Level of the 1958 Budget (continued) 

Wh€re there was d~ubt as to the amount proposed 
for a specific item, the Secretary-General's 
flgure should be given the benefit of the doubt. 
Where there was obvious necessity for reduction or 
re-appraisal ()f the item, the Fifth Committee 
might either reduce the amount to a level 
permitting flexibility or while leaving it 
unchanged, invite the Secretary-General to make 
appropriate adjustments. 

Number of summary 
record 

(Philippines) A/C.5/SR.610 

(h) Ca;pi~l Improvement and Maintenance 

Long-range planning for capital improvement is 
desi:rablej tl1e Secretary-General should develop 
a plan cove~ing the next five or ten years. 

(United States) A/C.5/SR.6o8 

~~e Committee endorsed the above suggestion and 
agreed that its r-"'port to the General Assembly 
si:lO'.lld reconunend "tD.'i t a plan should be subn~i tted 
in conjunction with the budget estimates for 
1959· *A/C.5/SR.611 

(i) T'1e Post-ad~~t~":!:_8ys_:tem 

Tilere w'as nEed fJ::':' ade·qua te machinery for 
der.:; i :r g vi th all :ne <·::oY~:r,f;;l qucst:i.ons where 
unJ f'•;_._ :ni ~.:;y l: e"t11~8"J t~1e ~:ni ted Na tio:1s and the 
sy.e.:!:·_aJj.zed a:~E :nci es wa:1 lesL-able. In 
pr.rttcu1.v.r, c:r-gr•.'l~z::;.tione par·~idpa.cing in the 
coroJUon 3a::i.o.ry syste:u should ap:tly un:i fo:rm criteria 
in dete.tm.inlng tLc appr•)priate post s.::ljustment 
for a given duty-statio~. 

(United States) A/C.5/SR.6c8 

The Coomittee should make it plain that the 
relevant provision of Ger:.eral l'..ssem.b::.y 
resolution 1C95(XT) B would apply to decisions 
taken by the speeialized agencies solely on the 
basis of cost of living an::l not on any other 
consideration whatsoever. 

(Israel) A/C.5/SR.611 

(j) Payment ot Contributions 

The payment of contributions as early as possible 
should be ensured. 

(Franc~) A/C.5/SR.610 




