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I. ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATI:ERS 

1. <?Eenin& of the Session 

The representatives of the Governments selected by the Economic and, 

Social Council to constitute the Commission were present as follows: 

Canada: Colonel C. H. L. Sherman, C.M.G., C.B.E., I.S.O. 

China: 

Egypt: 

France: 

India: 

Iran: 

:Mexico: 

Netherlands: 

Poru: 

Poland: 

Turkey: 

Union of Soviet 

Dr. c. L. Rsia, Mr. Ernest P. J. Tu (alternate), 

Dr. Monsheng Lin (adviser), Mr. P.Y. Tsao(aaviser 

Mr. Mohamed Amin Zaky 

His Excellency H. Gaston Bougois, 

.Mr. Gabriel Stern ( a1 ternate) 

M:r. H. Gopala Menon 

.Hr. Abbass Gholi Ardalan 

Dr. Saturnine Gu.zma.u, Jl ... • 

1).:. Secundino BMlOs y Rauos (altema'ile), 

Mr .. Octavia Barreda (adviser) Mr. M. Rivera Silva 

LLD. (adviser), I~. Arnulfo Martinez Lava~ le LLD. 

(adviser) 

Nr. A. K'ruysse 

Dr. Jorge A. Lazarte, Dr. Albert Soto de la Jara. 

(alternate) 

Mr. J. Katz-Suchy, Dr. Joseph A. Stawski 

(alternate) 

Dr. Cemal Kiper 

Socialist RepUblics: P.rof. V. V. Zakusov 

United Kingdom: Mr. T. Hutson 

United States of 

America: 

Yugoslavia: 

Mr. Harry J. Anslinger1 Mr. George A. Morlock 

(adviser), Mt-. John \1., Bul.kley (adviser) 

Mt'. Stane K'ra.sovec 

Mr. Herbert L. May attep.ded in his capacity as President of the Permanent 

Central Opium Board and Vice-Cf.na.irman of the Supervisory Body. 

Colonel Sha.rman, representative of Canada, -vrho -v~s chairman of the 

Commission during its first and second sessions, addressed the Commission 

welcoming the neu members and giving a brief account of the wrk accomplished 

since tr~ second session. 

Mr. Steinig, DArector of the Division of Narcotic Drugs, represented the 

Assistant Secretary-General in charge of ·che Department of Social Affairs, 

who was detained in Fashington on urgent business. 



2. Election of Offi£~ 

~e Commission wmimously elocted. Mr. Stane Krasovec (Yugoslavia) as 

CW.:rman, DJ.•" c. L. Hsia (ChL"'la) as Vice-Chairman, and Dr. Jorge A. Lazarte 

(P:?ru.) as RapporteUr. As Dr. Lazf.l.l"'~ \!as unable to attend the m•::et::!.ngs of 

th:; Commission during the first \teek of the session, the Commission 

' Uliar~!.mously elected Mr. A. Kruysse ('Net:1erlands) in his place. 

~}Jl2:rts and Rec~is of the Connn:l~~ 
; .. .. ' ••• , J • ~ : • • • • : 

" Ti.ie Cl1airman read a let-Gar from the President of the Economic and 

• ' '· . 

Social Council dated 25 April 1948 asking the Chairman of the Commission 

to point out that the ::owcil had expressed the 'dsh that Commissions should 

i11cluda in the'ir reports, either in the body of the report or·as 8ll!l$Xes, 

draf-t taxts of any r e s::>lutions that they proposed the Council should adopt. 

4. ~d.option of the ~1~~ 

'!'he provisional agenda·X· was adopted 'r.l. th slight changes in the order 

of t~1-:l items o 

Rules of Procedu!"e - -
·. Thd Connnission to::>k note of the Rl...lles of Procedure of the Economic and 

Social Council a!id its Functional Commissions.i!-X· The Commission emphasized 

its u:!.sh to receive t~1; p::-o,risio~al ag.e:uda 60 days in advance of the opening 

' o:f a s..sss5.on. 

6. Renevre.l of the f~~rshlp ~the Co~ssion 

·. 'lli.e Commission co:'l.Sidered document E/CN. 7/122 in vrhich the problem of 

the renewal of the memJership of the Commission \las outlined. The Conmission 

on Narcotic Drugs was set up by a resalution adopted by the Economic and 

Social Council on '.6 F·~'i.)l''Ua.ry 1946. Pro:ag.raph 4 of this resolution r '-:-ads : 

"'lhe Conuniss lou shall be composed of fifteen members of 

the United Nations uW.ch are important producing or manufacturing 

cowtries and cotutries in ,.,hich ';he ~llicit tra.:f'fic in narcotic 

· drugs constitutes a serious problem. 'Jlle .. _term of office of members 

i s three years. 'lhey are el:J,gible for. reappointment." 

By another resolu·:iion of 18 February 1946, the pres.ent .composition of 

: 't.b8 Commission was established. If ihis resolution governed the tel'l!l of 

office of the· present l~ommission1 it was pointed out .. that the date of 

expiration ,,10uld be 17 Febr~ 1949. 

·. :: RUle 10, ho,1ever, of the Rules of Proced~. of'. the Functional Commission~,; 
. '!of;· the 'Economic a:na Sod~ . Cotmcil states: . 

"tml.ess otheJ1·ris~ decided by the Counci~, the term of 

., ·office '9t meinbers of the Commission as determined in accordance 

· • :With the decision made by the Economic .and Social CouncU shall 
. :: ·. 

be in on th 
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end on the thirty-first of December :follmdng the election o:f 

their successors,. 11 

'l'he opinion o:r the Legal I:epartment of the Secretariat '~s quoted to 

the effect that e.s the Rules of Procedure 11ere not adopted until the Fifth 

Session of the Council in the su~~~ry of 1947, they could not have 

re·;;!")acti ve effect on the resolution of 16 Febr~qary 1946 lThich established 

the Cowilission on Na:r:cotic Drugs. In the above-qt1.oted opinion it was 

co~sid~~ed necessary for the Economic and Social Council to specitj· the date 

of' e:::piratio:n of the terms of office of members of th3 Commission appointed 

before the adoption of the Rules of ~ocedure. The Commission, therefore, 

exan:ined the issue involved in the problem of reco; . .;n'3nding to the Council 

(1) 1rhen the election of the llei-T Collii.llission should take place; (2) the 

nec~ssary measures to secure that there should be an interval bet\veen the 

expiration of the term of office of the existing Com:tc-:.ssion and the beginning 

of the •us of office of :L.ts successor; (3) 1rh0~1 .;_;c:t'Ill of office of the 

ne;rly elected Commission sh0uld begin; and (h) the t::.i:;14 of office of the 

nevrly elected Commission. 

Different proposals were made by various m~bers of the Commission- It 

't·ms SUGGested that iiJ might be conYer.i.0nt for the Co.mmission to be elGcted 

one"t~:;.rd at a time, but it 1ms pointed out that such a system of rotation 

;rotlld be diffict!lt to carry cut as the number of countries is limited oy the 

terrr.s of the resolutlon. uhich had es7:ablished the Commission and defined the 

tbree categories of countries ·1v~:d~·;·. sh<...·D_d be represented. 

The opinion uas e':J)ressed that t"21e Commission 1rould be rene;·red by the 

Council as a body in 1949. And it 1-ras ag.'·eed that experience had shown that 

fifteen 1ms a stti.table ntl.lll~er for the C·::>r.J:,1.ission on Narcotic Drugs cnd that a 

reco.Jlll'l.9ndation should be made concer~1.ing the continuity of the membership of 

the Commission und the limitation of its numbero 

The Commission took into account the difficulties which prevented the 

Econot1ic and Social Council fro::u fixing any exact cl.ates for the sessions of 

the Com.Jlission on Narcotic Drugs. There 11as a gene:cal agreement that no 

recornmnndation should be made in respect of a:.'ly f'ixe.d date cf the begin:::i.ng of 

tho t~:rm cf office but that this shouJ.d. be deflued by the opening date of the 

first se".cdon in t!1e yearo It -vms unanimously agreed that in vie-vr of the 

Commission 1 s special functions tUlder the internatio:•.'lal conventions and 

agreements on nm:cotic drues that the continuity of the men:.bership shouJ.d be, 

as far as possible, l)reserved. It was also generally felt that 1rhile it was 

no.~ necessary to :propose an an~e:ne.m~nt to the Ru:!.es of' Proced1r:e to t.i.e 

Eco~1omic and Social Coundl, special provision should be made by the Council 

ccn-::e!'j.'linB the duratio::::J. of office of the CoJ:IlL.lission 0::1 Narcotic Drugs, 
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There ,.,as also gcr.eral agreement that as far as poss ible continuity in 

the per sonal membershif of tho Cot:nnissic n ,.,as des irable. 

Tb conclude , the Commiss ion in its discussion of its terms of office 

emphasized the follovtir..g points uhic!l it cons idered should be brought to 

the notice of the Council: 

(a} The speci al character of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

der iving from its functions under the interr-ational Conve~tions; 

(b) The desirabil ity that there should be no interval between the 

end. of t he term of office of one Conunission ar.a the beginning of 

the te~ of offi ce of its successor; 

(c) The experience of the present Co!Llllission i'Thich has shown that 

a membership of 1: is suitable for the efficient execution of its 

fw.-. .:~~ions and ,.,hich has shown the des irability of continuity in 

its personal membership. 

and d~cided to m.al:e th;: follo,·Ting reconunendations : 

THE COMUISSIOU ON l'UIRCCTIC DRUGS 

RECOf.lNE!lre to the Ecom:mic and Social Comcil: 

l. Tb rene'' t he n~embers of the Commis8i on on Narcotic Drugs every tiu·ee 

year s a t its f irst se s~:ton in the yeex . beginu:!.ng in 1949. 
2. 'I-o fix the terra of office of the members to run for three years 

. -
begimrlng '\>rith the ope~ing day of its fi r s t meeting and ending on the eve 

of tn.e first meeting cf the session Hhi-:h follo,·rs upon thd election of 

their successors . 

3. To take the nece ssary steps to ensure there should be no inte::-val 

b etween the end of the term of office of the members of the present Commissior. 

and the beginning of the term of office of their successor s , and also t o 

c.ra,., the attent:.:.on of' Goverr..ments , 'W'!~en appointing rep:t:"esent o.tives for the 

Commission, to t al::e note of the particular character of the fundamental 

problems of the international control of ~arcotic drugs vhich can be sol ved 

only over a period of years . 

/II. REPORTS 



II. REPORTS AND ID:VIEHS 

7. .t~G~~-Ec:;eort 
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Tbe C.::>:nmissio~ l"vad and. approved tha progre~s :r.eport* CJ.l t."le work of 

the Division of Nfll"cotic D ... ""Ugs and the Table~-t~ sho-..ri~ t~ P.a:"ties to the 

interne.tional inotrumonts. on narcot.ic d:."'.!g11 <:o.:nnex I) o 

8. Notes Ve1•~~e..les t 6 Gov~rnme:':\ts _____ _.____ .... ..--:;-··~-

Tne C:~mmissir.m t~..1ok uo-(i,;, of the Not9s Vtl:rball;)a*'l"* which lutd been . . 
cororounicated to Gover.r~errts by the Secreta~y-Gelleral to impl~~nt 

reso~.'.Xt:ions aC:.optatl by . -:he Commissiljn ~d tb.a Economic a~d So~ial Council 

or in e:::ecution of t!le provisions of t he Co:-1ventions on Na'!.'coti~ ~s 

a::1d also t~J.e sumu:a.ry of :-eplias to t:he no·;;es verbales l'ec~d?ed t.'P to 

29 April 1948.~~ 

9 • ?t'<'~?.~ _,?.f...bLQElce:nl)a:r 1916 

The CO!liiiJission note d. l·ri t.l:l setisfactio::l ~hat en 30 April 1948 f or t y

one St a·tes hail become parties to the Protocol of ll Da~~el' 191;.6, -od that 

by 3 February 1948 all tile amen~nts to the erlsting ~Zt:;~.l~tio:Ja.J. 

conveution:; a":ld at31'eements on narcoti c :h-ugs which were cont ained i:l the 

Protocol had entered into fo~ce. 

As a :;:esuJ:i:; of thtl entry intc force of these amenfbe~ts the tranafer 

to the United Natio~ of the powers and ftmctions formerly exercis~d by the 

Leaaue of Nations in respect of the interua.tio:ml coir~rol of r.~orca~ic 

druc e :ls ef'l'e:::t:!.vcly c<,:nple·bed. 

10. .Q:~~g_o,!_~~g__ul~nnl! 

The Co~:i.ss:Lon ~co.c;idel·ed t he S~ry of Laws and Regulati ons (document 

E/C~o 7/ 118 ) lrhich ,.,as p:-epal~ed by tl!e Secretar iat i n pursuance of tha 

. decision of the Comm...1.s sic4 on Na!"cotic Dr~s at its first session . This 

suntne.ry u.bich was based or. information communicatsd t o tha Ssc:.-eta'!."Y~General 

between 30 Jtme 1946 s ud 15 Y~h 1948 in~luded 12l la~s and r egulationr

r efe't'ring to 49 c0untr ies and 14 t e:c-ritories . It was expl tl.ined that t r.e 

suramal"'J uas mea:1t to act as a guide to laws and reguleti?ns which bad been 

enact ed concerning the con~·ol of narcotic drugs . 

Appr eciati on was expr essed of t he S\.lllllll8.l7 a.nd 1 t i{SS r ema:lted that it 

would be \tseful U c:~·7taill basic 1nfo4"111B.tion could be ir.::lud.ed without which 

much of t he signif icancE' of the parti~ula:r l alla :~ad regu'Lattcnl3 vas l ost , 

* Docu:nent E/CN.7/l25. 

** Document E/CN. 7/125/Add. 2. 

*"'"'* Document E/ CN.7/120. 

***"'-.. D.ocUU~ent E/c:N. 7/ 125/Add.l. 
/A suggestion 
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A sucrgestion was also made that it might be possible to give the gist of 

the l a1rs and r egula.ticns to ''~hich refer ence vas made • 

. I t vas explai.ned that Governments were all·eady ·in pOssess ion of the 
. . 

laws and r eeulations· which were co!ID!lun.icated t hrough the Secretary-General 

in compliance w~th t he . terms of Artio~e 21 of t he Limitatio~ Convention of 

1931. The obligation under this Arti.cle r eferr ed to current legisl ation. 

The Conmdssion eJipressed the view that t!le Digest of Lalrs, whi ch was 

being undert~~en in ptr suance of Reso~ution No. 49 (IV) adopted by the 

Economic and Soci al Cc·uncil on 28 March 1948 would be of the greatest value 

to . ·the national admiru.strations responsible for the control of narcot ic 

drues. 

The Commission a:ppr oved doc\llllent E/C~. 7 /118o 

ll. A.l!ll~_;_!je:ports_$' Gove~~nt~ 

The r-.,l~'lliseion too.k note of .the Slll.llllla..'t. of Annual· Repor ts of 

Governm~nts for 19j~6 ( d ~>cu;n...~~...-~ E/C~L ?/H. 26 ). The Com.i ss i on :heard 

statements by t~e rep:t'f:·3.'~ntF.-.t. l.\'es <1::' li':rance and Y'~osl:i'lia g!.ving additional . . 
informtttion to their )'eport:: "!vr 1 j;;.6 and ot.1ilbi1~ t..'l-;, m~c&'~;.·es l:l~csntly 

t aken in t heir countr:~es f or tile c~:;;trol of narcotics. The Commission 

e;:amined the Prot;ress Repo:rt*. on the Submission of Annual Reports by 

Gove:..·nments in accord.l;.)lC/3 ,.,.tt,h the h· oblJ.ga.tions unde:::•taken unde!" Article 21 

of t:Je L:J.:t:i tat :ton Cor·:e.~~io~l of 1931 to: "comrr...::uicat;e to the Secr.Gtary

Gene:cal a r epo:r.-t on t :·1e :.v-o~.tang of a Cor.<renti on in thc1.1" terri tory". 

(Annex 2) . 

The Commi ssion t ·Juk not':} that there had been a certain ~rovement in 

the numbe:.:- of a;~~ta.l : ~e.r;.or L!? :":1n<ieJ.•ed.. 9i~ had been rece ived :for 1946 
( 40 fl-om sovereign cc .u:ttri s;> ru.::.d 54- frw, ·t.~:;.'Ti 1;crr.":1.es) as co:llp::tred with 72 

reports ft'~!' 1945 (31 l"..,·om S::' :rr;;raig:-1 COlll!'i.des .ar.1 ).j.l f:rom t~;:rritories) • 

The Commj.ssion aV:;o t oo!\: no·!;e of ·i;il3 situe.tion wi~h re.Ja.~·d to annual 

reports coT.pared ?iith the pop'..'.iation of ·t!te cou..1~ .. ::-ies and tet·ritories which 

they cove~3d. A stu~r m~de by th~ Secr e·:;p,;!.'iat during the Mssi on of the 

Commissj.on showed that annu!~:!. 'C'epo .... t.s r eceived ±";)'!' 19-46 covered 74 per cent 

of the total popu.lation ~f ti-t9 wo1<i.·l . 81 per cent of the p()pulation of 

sovereign cou.'lt l"ies and 33 per cent of the popl.llation ct territories were 

covered ITJ ann~l reio~cs. 

A1 though there l:.ad bee:.l prog:::P!H:, the sir ·c.t:i.on ~~·::.. .:: ~z·t yet completely 

satisfactoey. I n spj t e of U..e appC:al which t h r. C;;~Jt·n.,, :5 ·i.o:a had made in its 

first session to Govo:.unents whicil b1.d not subn:tf.t':ld !:::pcn•ts for the years 

of' the ¥>.:.>~, only a vE:l":f small number of t<eports had been eom:nunicated for 

/the periods 
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In these cir.::umstances the · Commission amphaslzed the ·imporii8llce of the 

provi:3ions of the resolution adopted by the Economic ~"1d Social Council at 

its sixth session c6nce:rning the obligation to s:ihmit annual r eports under 

1\rticle 21 of the Limitation Convzntion of 193·!..~ It was pointed out that 

some of the countries whi ch had been mo;:e scve:-ely damaged be.d scbmitted 

a report to cover the yee:~s 1939 to 1946, 'Wh:L ~ .. e othe~s l>'hich hA.d bean l ess 

druua.ced had. 11ot doUG so. 

The importance c:t' am:·.usl ~ports from coun:t~ies g:;:'C'Wit:g the r a:w 

matel'ia.ls for M:'cotic d:;:ouga and f'roru cc\Ultries exporling ma.."1.t:.fact'll!'ed 

druas 1-ras ct:r·essed. In paj;'tic'l<lar, the Commission noted that BulGaxia 

'vhi~h was an iLlpcr.·i;ant opium p:t•oducil16 com1tr~:. had not submi tt~d any annual 

re~orts ; the:::-e ' :as no information 1':-om Po::-·tugal 1 a cotl!l·try which had 

special importance from the point of view of the illicit traffb because of 

its colony Macao. The Commission also noted that no r eports had yet been 

received from Lebanon, S~~ia or Siam all :of which were ~~equently mentioned 

in the r eports on the illicit trB.f:f'ic . The Commission e;wressed t ile hope 

that all the Latin kue::ican countries would be able t o submit regular · 

annual :ceports . 

The Cor.:mission auth0ri~ed ·~he Secretar ie·O; tc cOilililunicat e 11i·O;h ·~e 

Governments which had not fulfilled their obligations in r9spect of annual 

reports :r:eminding tnem of their obligatio!!s md.e:;: ru:-ticle 21 of the 

Limitation Convention of 1931. 
Tl-1e ColUTilissiop. noted the report from Afgban:i.stan that measures had been 

talten to :prohibit the cultivation of narcotic produci~ plar.ts . 

12. J1.1icit ~af:fic 

The Commission discussed the probl em of illicit tt>a:ffic 1 but was faced 

with the dif:ficu.Lty that orily a few cou:1tries had submitted by .30 1-farch, 

as thay had been requested, Chapters V of their annual reports for 1947 
dealing with illicit traffic. Sevsral representatives informed the 

Commission that their reports could be expected shortly. The repr esentative 

of Egypt explained with regret that his Government had not been able to 

transmit the report in time and p~oceeded to make a statement on the 

illicit traffic in which he shewed that the problems of illicit traffic 

were still acute in Egypt . There had been an incr ease by 30 par cent in 

the amounts of opium and hashish seized in 1946 as comp~red with 1945. 
The g:·eater part of the · druas seized in Egypt had passed thro.ugh Pa.lest~.ne. 

There '\vas evidence that ce:-tain SaJ'lGS in that cow.try were engaged 1::1 ~he 

illicit traffi~ in ~cotic drugs, and that they obtained arms and munitions 

/ in exchange 
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in exchange far narcotic:s. The Cent:ral Intelligence Bureau in Cairo had 

arrested thi:-ty-six me:nl:,ers of two important gangs of traffickers whose 

bases were in f<Yreign c<•untries. 

The most co:mmcn sott:'ce of tha d:'ugs passing tl1rough· Palestine was 

Syria and Lebanon. To cleal ld th this si tue.tion1 the Government of 

ECY9t had established effectiv.e collaboration with the authorities of these 

CO\Ultries which had restuted in the destruction ¢f considerable 

plautatiorzs of hashish :.n Lebanon. Moreover, in March 1946, ".iile Lebanese 

Goverrunent had prohibi tt!d the cultivation of hashish. 

, ·HI;} made reference to the annual :-eport of the Tu.rkish Goverill!lent which 

showed ~~at the Turk.1.sh Provinces in which tte illicit traf!'ic was most 

prevalent were tbpse nenr to Syl"ia. In sp.ite of the ef!"orts of the 

Turki sh Government 1 nart:otics were being smuggled into Egypt pl4-ticularly 

from those areas in whic:h the cultivation of opium is authorized and does 

not require· any special license. 

A new and most dis·;urbing feature of the situation in Egypt vas the 

reappearance of white d;~ucs coming fi•om Greece. A1 though his co1.mtry might 

be blamed for being a poi nt of attraction for illicit traffickers, the 

representative .of Egypt declared that it must be recognized that the 

Ec;yptian Government was doing its best to prevent the traffic. Ol:le great 

difficulty was that the traffic not only supplied. the illicit market in 

Ec;ypt 1 but used Egypt a. ~ a cotmtry of tra::tsi t 1 in s ending narcotic drugs 

to the neighbouring cotutriss in the ~lest. 

lThile some represe:ltatives expressed their apprec!B.tion of tr~ effcrrts 

of the EGYPtian Governm·:mt against the illicit traffic, the remark ,ms 

made that in spite of t 1e important and reliable information which had been 

supplied, the increase ~f drug addiction in Egypt could ~ot colely be 

attributed to the geographical position of that country but the ·acvernment 

must share some responsibility. 

The representative of the United States called the attention of the 

Commission to the important sei~ures ~ffeoted in the l.fiddle East . A greater 

amount of narcotic druBs had been seized in Egypt during the f'i:t<st CJUS.rter 

of 1948 as compared with the corresponding period of the previous year. 

·~~t quantities had been seized in S,r~!a1 ~1tbough, as he re~ked1 
that count::y had neveA.4 submitted annual reports, and also in. Palestine. 

T'ne united States, as e victim of t he illicit :cr a i"f ic 1 :ras SJ eci all:r 

interested in the suppzession of the sources of this traffic situat~d 1n 

the Niddle East. 

Another ::wurce fot the illtcit tra.rt'ic still seemed to be Iran. The 

/Iranian 
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Iranian Customs Reports for 1947 l'.ad ab.om1 two.la.re;e exports - one qf 

9-1/2 tons of' opiU'll to Iraq in the last months of 1947 and an:,thar ex,port 

of 18-1/2 tons Juo Sj"l•ia. The Government of I::-aq denied receiving this 

first attount and. H 17as probable the.t the Sy-rian Gpvernmcn:t wou:'.d have. 

had no lmowled.ge of the aecon::l amount.. The l~glti:mate annual require::nenta 

of raw· opium in t!1ese two countries e..mou.."lted to 250 kilogra.mmes and 

750 kilo~e.m.nea respectio;rely,. The representative of Ca11ac'i.a said that his 

com1try was also a victim .;:!: the illicit traffic and revealed that 

considerable sei~ures of Ind.ian opium had bt'le/:1 e::: ... fected ~'l Ca.::JA<la. Re 

fully acrreed that t:1-e illicit traffic in narcotic d:'ugs was pr.~eeding 

along pre-·;.m:- lines. He suggested that only ve'!:y small percentages of the 

d: .. ·1-~ga iu:~olved in the illicit traffi,;, were seized.. The. Adviso:<.'Y Committee 

on Opium and ot.her Dangerous DJ:ugs of the Lellgue of Nations had estimated 

that the seizures did not exneed 10 per cent of the total vo:um~ of the 

illicit traffic~ If the amotLlta seized in Egypt represen~ed o~ 10 per 

eent of the actual t:t·aff lc 1 then the v ohnne of the traffic ·was ve'!!y 

considerable~ He thm!ght that the problem of illicit traffic W...Juld continue 

as long as the prod·o1cing countries did not all introdt:.ce the ~icensing 

systi3mo He ml:lntioned Siam, S;<re"iap and Mexico as being other sott!"ces of' the 

illicit traffic coming to Canada. ]'inally he pointed out that the 

disparity of p~icas on the illicit market was greatly respor~ible for 

encouraging the traffic. Thus, opium which W3,s aold fu::- J.O uo:tla:..·s a 

po~a in Ec·mbay fe'Gt;.berl 6oo to 900 doll~·s a potl.ild in North 1-llll~rica. 

T'ne rep:-esentative of TW-"key 1 pointed out the difficulties of' e11s'1..tdng 

a strict cont.~.·ol o;.ring .to Turkey 1 s lo11g frontie:r.s.. Nevertheless_, there had 

been an improvement as a result of the efforts of the T'ilt'kish Gover.nment. 

He emphasized ·that the intel'llatioual character of the illlci t traffic: in 

which nationals of the various count:;:oies are engaged makes it e.xtremaly 

·difficult for any one Government to suppress effactively tha illicit export 

of narcotic druga? T:le Turkish Government considered that J.;he licensing 

system would not be effective if applied to the cultivation of opium o~~ng 

to the nature of the c:1:op and the difficulty of estimating the yisJ.ar 

Severe penal ties were, howeve~ 1 imposed i:1 Ttl=' key on those ii'ho in'fJ:•inged 

the Government regulations. The representative of Turkey ~onsidered "that 

Turkey .shculd. net be singled out as a focus in the discussion" ~1J:'key 

was living ,l:P to her international obligations in respect of the Conventions 

and aunual reports. He stated that although a g1•eat amount of illicit. 

OJ?ium might be lab~lled as of Tu:rkiah or:igin1 never·~heless, he was not 

p-.--epm-ea :;o acee:;;~ ~. t ".mtiJ i..t -was scieut:Lfic.."'l-lly proven. On behalf' o:f 
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his Goverr.:nenti the Tm-ldsh rei)i·esentative decle.r~d that D.e wished to see 

every bit of T\u~kish raN opium go to the legitimate markets. 

The repx>esentatl .. ·e of India, refe:rring to the information concerning 

se~zures of Indian opiun in Can~dai e.greed that still mo::;•e effe')tive 

measu-.:E;s vera needed to pre·o~er.t strt.~gf).i.ng :f'l~E :ais country. The Gove~ent 

of India recently declared that the cultivation of opium 11ould be limited 

to meet only medio-al an:l scientific reqni?emer,ts. In spite cf t.bi? severe 

administrative st1·ain i:nposed by partition) measures were bei;:g taken to 

ensure effective contl~ol t!u=cugh the AlJ.• India Ne.:t:-cctics Bc5.rd., 

As to the Fax East, the situation :.n Ch:i;na appeared to be satisfactory. 

In the absence of other official information, the Commission particularly 

avpreciated the information on Siam supplied by the representative of the 

United States. Siam was the only country in the Fa1• East which :Cad not so 

far declared its intantion to p:::-ohibit opium amoking. Vt3'!'Y considerable 

quantities of opium involved in t~e illicit traffic were ~eported as moving 

between Siam and Chins~ In view of the gravity of the situation, the 

Commission decided to request the Sec~eta.-y·General to call for a full 

report from the Siames~ Government on this matter. 

T'.tie Cun:anission reviewed briefly the question of the illicit tre:f':fic 

in Europe. It was poiuted out by the representative of the Net!lsrlands 

that the illicit traffic vas prevalent in Ge7.'lllSl'lY'. The repx-esenta:tive of 

the lh.lited Stat-ss emphasized that it was ~ikely that tile situation there 

V01.1ld improve as long as there was no centralized control of narcotics. 

The ColAI!lission1 at the request of tb.e representative of .the Ifethe:dands, 

agreed to invite the representatives of the powers occup:ri;J.g parts of 

Germany to infOl'm their Governments of this matter, and to. request them 

to establish close liai son with the police authorities of the bordering 

countries. The Commission was informed tr~t in view of unofficial 

information received ccncerning illicit traffic in Italy, the Secretary

General had recently ac.dressed ·a note-verbale to the Italian Government, 

askillt;~ for further int'crmation on this matter. 

In the light of tl:.e above statemellts~ the Commission examined the 

Memorandum on Illi~it 1l'raffic in 1947 (document E/CltT. 7/'r1.31) prepared by 

the Secretariat. · As or~y a limited number of countries ~id territories 

had s\l!)mitted in time ('ha.pter V of their Annnal Roports for 19-47 
deaJ.irig vrith the illicU traffic, it had not been possible to pl~epere for 

the Commission an analysis of the world trends. The memorandum was based 

on reports of indi~Tidtu:.l seizures and could not cover all the seizures 

effected· dur-ing "..947 Al( •'t" mention the measures cf a ge::.1eral nature taken by 

/GoveJ.•n:nents 
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~To statistical tables (Annex 3} had been included showing the total 
' - ' ' . 

~uantities of drugs seized in 19471 as reported in the seizure reports, 

and also the percentages of the amounts for which the origin was either 

stated or suspected. 

, According to these tables, the total quantity of raw opium seized in ~ 

194 7 Eis reported by Governments by 28 April 1948 vas 41 761 kilogrammes. 

In respect of 74 per cent of this amount, no information had been supplied. 

The oricin of 9 per cent had been. stated as unknown. In respect of 9 per 

centthe origin was stated as being partly Chinese, partly Iranian. The 

origin was expressly stated for only 6 per cent of the total quantity 

seized. In the absence of e1~licit information in the Annual Reports 

concerning the origin of more than 90 pc;r cent of the total quantity seized, 

the attention of the Col1!Dlission was drawn to the following statements 

contained in Chapter V for 1)1;.'( receivecl fran the follo~lil\'":i coun:trieE a.DC. 

territories: 

France. 

"Smuggled opium, of BaU:.an, Turkish or Iranian origin is now 

transported in very small quantities JnFrance by merchant ships 

tying up at the port of ~~seilles in particular. 

Nine kilogrammes of opium vrere seized at Marseilles. It was 

established that the opium was of Turkish origin. 11 

United States of America 

"The trends in the illicit traffic in narcotic drugs in the 

United States in 1947 began to take on a resemblance to c.onditions 

in pre-war days. A fe'lv of the old sources of supply, such as France 

and Italy, again became active. In addition, India·.and Turkey 

became increasingly active as bases for tbe smuggling of cannabis 

and opium. This was verified by chemioal and physical examination 

of the drugs seized, by statements of defendants and by itineraries 

of vessels involved." 

Roll!; Ko;ns 
11 The raw opium seized was largely of Chinese origin, but one 

seizure of raw opium from India was probably of .Iranian origin.n 

The attention of the Commission was also drawn to the importance of 

surplus military stores as a source of supply·for the illicit traffic in 

194 7. The Government of France and the Supreme Commander of the Allied 

Forces in Japan had drawn attention to this point. The Commission noted 

the conclusions drawn by the representative of the united States to the 
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effect that the exchBitge or views by members of the· ComJilission and the 

figures produced by tlle SeCTeteria.t appeared to show that the principle 

sources of narcotic dr'Ugs seized at the present time are India, Iran1 

Mexico and Turkey. AlthouSh no precise information 1s ·available 1 it 

could be asstttned that 74 per cent of the raw opium seized : came from those 

four countries. 

The Commission rE•Viewed the . situation with respect to the exehe.!lee

of information on the illicit traffic under Article 23 of the 1931 

Convention (do_c~nt ]:/CN. 7/H.33 (Annex 4)) and noted with concern that 

of ~he ninety~!our cot~tries and territories which bad acknowledged the 

existence of illicit 1.re.ffic in their am1ual reports 1 only seventeen 

had submitted special reports during 1946 and 1947 on the illicit traffic. 

There was no informe.tj.on on the illicit traffic in the· twenty-six countries 

and territories which had failed to send their annual reports. 

All but twelve o1' the 986 eases of illicit traffic 'reports to the 

Secretary-General durl ng 1946 were furnished by nine countries - Australia.1 

Canada, Chi na, Egypt, India, Italy, Palestine, United Kingdcm, and the 

United States of Amer:l.ca. 

The .CoJmDission also noted that many of the reports submitted t o the 

Secretary-General werE: seriously defective in the information which t hey 

contained. It empllaslzed that in reporting cases "which mi ght be of 

importance'J under Artjcle 23 of the 1931 Convention consideration should 

be_ given to the generf.l wrld trends of the illicit traffic and not only 

the internal s i tuatiorL of the reporting country. 

The Commission cc•nsidered that 1 t was particularly important that 

reports on the illicit traffic should contain, in addition to the 

particulars ·laid down in Article 23 of the 1931 Convention: (1) all 

ava ilable information regardi ng persons involved in the illicit traffic 
' ' 

including nati6nality~ ( 2) an ' indication of the origin of the drugs seized 

or any available · int01~tion which might thrGW light on this problem; 

( 3) method of concealment of the drugs including ·mention . of t ypes and 

destinations or an;r ve:hicles involved; (~) method or detection; (5) date 

of seizur~. It vas pcdnted out that the importance of a seizure did 

not necessarily depen<L on the 8mount involved. 

Coneluding t~e d.E:bate on this subject, the Commission recommended that 

the Economic and ' SociE~ Council shoUld adopt the following .resolution: 
. . . . 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNTIL . 

CONSIDERING that ·the sUppression of the illicj.t traff-ic in narcotic 

drugs iS a matteJ• of the utmost importance ·and the submission by 
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governments of reports_ on cases of illicit traffic under Article 23 

of the 1931 Convention is of the greatest value in combatting the 

illicit traffic, 

REALIZmG that in spite of measures taken by many ~overnments the 

illicit traffic in narcotics appears to be developing on the . : -

dangerous lines of the_ pre-war years, 

RECOMMENDS to all states parties to the 1931 Convention to PBJ' 

particular attention to all the provisions of Article 23 of the 

Convention and to the relevant recommendations of the Commission 

on Narcotic Drugs in submitting the reports on the illicit traffic, 

and 

REQUESTS the Se<?retary-General to b:7:ing to __ the attention· of all 

parties to the international conventions on narcotics the chapter 

of the report on the third session of the Commission on Narcotic. 

Drugs dealing with the illicit traffic. 

13. Abolition of OJ2ium Smoking in the Far~ 

The Commission examined the Report by the Government of the Netherlands 

East Indies (document E/CN. 7 /H. 35). The representative of the Netherlands 

described the measures for the progressive reduction in the amounts 

allowed to licensed opium smokers. The Commission expressed general 

satisfaction with the situation in the Netherlands East Indies. 

In answer to an inquiry the Secretariat stated that there was no 

information from Portugal concerning the opium smoking in l.mcao. The 

representative of the United Kingdom stated that the initial difficulty 

in the campaign against opium smoking in Malaya had resulted from the fact 

that stocks had been thrown on the market when the authorities declared 

their intention to suppress opium smoking. He stated that the greater part 

of the opium that was now illegally smoked in Malaya came from Siam, 

According to a statement of the ~epresentative of the united States the 

traffic in opium was flourishing in Siam. He estimated their production 

at between 84,ooo and 1121 000 kilogrammes of raw opium per year, of which 

only about 30 per cent was legally distributed. The remainder was 

smuggled to Bangkok, Burma and China. There was evidence that there were 

over 100 opium smoking dens and more than 301 000 opium-smokers in Bangkok. 

Over 14 per cent of the national revenue was obtained tram the sale of 

opium. He stated that .in spite of the resolution adopted by the Economic 

and Social Council at its Sixth Session inviting all countries to suppress 

opium smoking this habit was still prevalent in Siam. 

The representative of France admitted that measures to suppress opium 
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smoking had not been cJmpletely succes$tul 1n Indo-China. The authorities . . . 
~e bad. not yet reca1ere4 frQm the full effec~s of the Japanese occupation. 

. . . . ·' . . 

Measures were being ta.~en to tighten up the regime. of. p~o~ess~ve reduction 

of ~owts allowed t? ·'P~'UJ!l smokers.. He proposed :that the Commission should 

ask Governments. t9 rep<>rt on the meas'l.ll"es tak«3n1 . . the cUffieulties . . . ' . . . 
encountered and sueces :; achieved against . opium smoking. 

. ·. . . . ; • 

~ !ep:r;oesentativ•:l. of the ~on of'. Soviet Soc~a:l,ist RepubJ.ics declared 

th&t in his opinion th·~re . was e~.idenee that . the sm~kins .of qpil.lll continued 

to. be vi?s•sp~e.ad in t he .. Far l]ast and tpat .t~~; measures .so far taken had 

.Proved very ine~ectiv·~ • . 

The ~esident of ·:;he Permanent Central Opium Boerd referred .to 

Art.ic.le 25. of .the l.925 Convention and st~te.d t~t .it waQ necessary for 

the P~rmapent Central Opium Board, if it ~ere to exercise its functions of 

preventing any c.o'Qll~ry: from becoming the centre of illicit traffic, to have 

full information about laws and regulati.ons de.signed to auppress opium . . . 

smoking. 

Th.e ,co~ssicm filu:illy ~e~d to recommend the adoption by ~he 

Ecqnomi~ and .Social Co1tncil Qf the followillg resc:•!.u~i.u:;. : 

TEE .COMMISSION .ON NARCOTIC DRUGS 

RF.COi·~·:lSHDS . to. the .Economic and Social Council t '.:. . ".;.·"''f)pt the following 

res .):n"Cion and to invite the Secretary-General t.:: ··;:':'lliJ..;mit it to 

parties to interru~tional narcotic conventions. 

THE ECONOMIC AND ~lOCIAL COUNCIL 

CONSIDERING that t he .report of the third session of the Commission 

on Narcotic Drug,s rev.eals that although a number of countries have 

declared. their 1n~;ention to abolish opium smoking monopolies and to 

suppress opium SlllCJking in their territories in the Far East, the 

.situat~on in some Far-Eastern territ~ries in r~spect of opium smoking 

has shown little j.mproveme.nt 

INVITES all countries in .which opium smoking ha~ been a.:t ·any time 

prevalent to adop1; the policy of suppression, and 

REQUESTS those Go~·~rmnents which have declared their inten:tion to 

suppress opium SI!l(tking to ,forward to the Secretary-General beforE! 

31 luch of each year .a report on the progress of suppress.ion. i;n 

the precediDg cal(:ndar. year showit:Jg in particular the origin and 

quantities · of impc,rta, if aey1 of prepared opium or of rav opium 

far the manuta.ctUl·e of prepe1"ed opium, and 
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FWTHER REQUESTS such Governments forthwith to prohibit the import of 

raw opium into their territories except for medical and scientific . . 

purposes 

BECOM>mNDS that export authorization ·Should not be issued for the 

expo~ of opium to countries vhere opium s~oklng is still prevalent 

e%ee:9t for medical and scientific purposes·. 

14. !?rug Addiction 

The Coilll!lission stud;led the answers (document E/CN. 7/114) to the 

0.uestionnaire transmitted to the Governments by the Secre.tary-General 

{document E/CN. 7/64). 
During· the discussion o:f' this document the r epresentatives of Canada 

and the United States insisted ·Upon the growing danger of addiction to 

Demerol which beginS to appear in the countries where this drug is used. 

The representative o:f' Egypt insisted on the necessity for the repression 

of drUG addiction to be carried on with curativ·e and educative purposes . 

The .representative o:f' Peru remarked that from a medical point o:f' view the 

addict is a sick person, whom it is necessary to segre~e and to confine 

in special establishments. The representative of the United States aske.d 

that t he replies be analyzed and classified according to the various 

subjects t reated in the questionnaire, and submitted to the next session 

o:f' the Commission. 

/III. GllJNERAL 



III;. :.GBNERAL QUESTIONS.· . 

15 . Examination of ·the Situation in lilexico in the Light . of t he Debate 
( . 

Durinr, the Sixt.~ 3ession of the E.conomic .and Soci~ Councii on the 

Resol ution Contaiaed .in the Report of the Second Session of the 

Commissi~n on .ltar::otic Drugs 
t •:• 

. . 

At its sixth sessio~· the Econ~Mic and Socia! Co~cil heard a statement 

from the PerJ:nanent r epresentative of Hexico to the Uzrlted Nat iohs; · 

expl.aining the measure:; whi~h h~d be~~ 'tal•en .in }1ex.ico to de~l with the 
. . . ' , • . . ·. 

illicit cultivation of r aw materials. and traffic in narcotic drugs . The 
• • • • # • • 

Permanent representati· re of Hexi co prom.ised to send a full statement of ·. . . . . . . .· . . ' . 
the measures taken in :lts annual report submitted under the 1931 Convention. . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The Economic and Soci al Cotmcil directed t hat the Commission on Narcotic . .· . . . . . . ' ' . 

DruGs should consider ·;he report of Nexico in t he li{$ht of the debate . . . . . . . ... . 
which took place in th·~ Council. 

. . The Cotlll!1.;~sion conside~~d· the . ~ual . ~~port .of M~xico (E/NR.l947 / 1) 

and . th~ annual report . •>f t~e ·.Uni t ed St~tes (Ip/CN . 7 /v1. 24) • The 

r epresentat ive. of Hexi1:o made a _statem~nt in which he cl.ecl~ed tllat 
. . 

illicit ~C?duction of opium in Nexico was a recent devel opment i n his 

country and a new l alr :.ncreasing the r..enalties for this offe~9e had been 
. . . . 

introduced to reinforco Sections 193 , 194, and 199 <lf ·!; t.e. Penal. Code, 

ProceedinGS had been bJ'OUG}lt under this law aGainst 2,2 'h persons , One 

of the main difficultiHs '\-ras that t he illicit traf'fi ch:a.::-s grew opium in 

the remote r eaions of Nexico, which was s ometin!es as much as t,-renty-five 

days journey a,·ray. GG;: i llicit plantations of a total area of 1,350, 000 

hectares of illicit ophlDl had been uncover ed, 2, 763 marihuana cigarettes 

had been destr oyed. 1,000 1000 kilosrammes of raw marihuana and 

100 kiloarammes of raw opium had been seized. Never i n Nexico's history 

had such an intensive campaign been instituted as this one during last 

year acainst ill icit tt affic. :Recriments of the Army, special Police 

and even continGents of the Air Force had been employed in this csmpaign. 

He emPhasized the necessity for close collaboration with neighbouring 

countries . 

The representative of the United States congratulated the representative 

of Hexico on his r eport and on the measures talcen by his Government . He 

stated that ten years ego the illicit cultivati on of raw opium in Mexico 

was unlmo;m. The United. States had a special interest in any 

United States citizens in the illicit traffic and he stated the important 

cas e involving Nax Grossman. 

/The Commission 
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The Commission associated itself' with the r emarks of the 

r epresentative of t he Unit ed St ates as to the efficacy of the measures 

t o.l•en in lie::ico1 but noted thet larce quantities of broun heroi n from 

Hcxico ha.s been seized in Cenada . Tiefer ence l-Tes made t o t he secret 

l andinG stri ps in lic;cico '"hich were used by the illicit traffickers 

f or trm1sport inc drucs to the United States end Canada and i t was 

a ::;l:ed i i' it ,.,ould not be possible to put t hese strips out of action. 

Some members 1 "hile admitting t he impressiveness of tho f igures 

quo·t ed by the re:,rcsentati ve of Nexico 1 said that they would like to 

knov 1that hed been the !)ractical r estuts of the measures t aken and '·That 

improvorue;tts had been noted. 

The r e;:rcsentative of t ;ertco in his concludine r emarlcs stated that 

he l-rould try to Get some information on the case of Grossman and on the 

quest i on of the oriGin of t he brown heroin 'Thich the r epresentative of 

Canada re!>Orted. Re alco mentioned t het :;ever al s ecret l anding strips 

had been destroyed by the licxico authorities . He in:fot·mod the 

Commission that ~ro~~sals had been suL~tted to t he Genate f or the 

r atification of the 1936 Convention on t he Suppression of the I llicit 

Traffic . 

The r resident e:cp:res sed on behalf of the Commission acner al 

satiof.'action "i~ch reGard to the measures t al•en by the Gover nment of 

He;dco and he ho:;ed that ne:l;:t year there would be evidence of the 

successful r esul ts of the measures ta1~en. 

16. Questions HelatinCj to Harcotic Dr ur:s in the Provisional Questinn'1rire 

9t the ~~ustoeshi¥ Council . 

The CoL~ission ex~ined the questions r el at ine to narcotic drucrs 

in the Provisional Questi onnaire as adopted by the Trusteos:1i p Council 

(doc~ent T/41~) a..."ld cctl!IlUnice.ted to t he L!conor.!ic and Social Council 

for its advice . The Comission recomnended that a section of t he 

Quest i onnaire should be headed "iiercotic Drucs 11 end that t he questions 

i n this section should read as f ol lo'\ors : 

Harcotic Dru~ 

1>"0 . \/hat lecislation is in for ce cover nii13 the manufacture , 

Pl'oduction, snle 1 e:~portation1 impor tation, labelling, and 

distribution of narcotic drugs? 

191. Is the population of the Terr i tory sddict ed t o the use 

of narcotic drucs? 

192 . 11hat tYI:es and quantities of opium, hemp (cannabis sativa) 

dru~s 1 a.;.d other narcotic drUGS '·Ter e consumed durinG the year? Hhat 
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193 . State "hich conventions reletina to narcotics, if any, 

are o.pplicabl e to the Territory. 

The Comr.Ussion els<, recommended that a se!_;erate q:.:e sticn deali ng 

with non- nnrcotic drucs should be incl uded in another section of t ile 

Questionnaire . 

17. Ha.r.cotic Drur:G rnd Genocide 

':'r.e Comnission tool; note of document E/ CN. 7/H . 28 submitted by the 

r epresentative of the Ul:ited States Givinc photo~aphs and. full infornation 

on the f actory built by the Jape..nese authorities in Hukden for the 

purpose of mo.nufe.cturine narcotic drucs t o be distr5.b t.:!':,·:". tc the 

inhc.bi ta.nts of l io.nchuria . It '1-Tas estimated that t:• '·~"· r··~·~ r; -,. ·: could J:rocess 

4oo, 000 kilocrommes of cpiuo annually \Thich vas ~-, ·.:.; · ~- ::. :':or the 

pr oduct :ten of 50, 000 !d l o[7"ammes of heroi n. 

Tl.e Comniss i on vas of the opinion that provi ::.::: :m &: .... C .. d. be made 

acai nst cril.tcs of t hi:; n:.ture in t he Convention on Ge:1o~ :i..de a."'ld, after 

hearinG e.n advance re::!C!"~ on the lTor 1: of the Ad Hoc COIIll!ll. ttee on Genocide 1 

ado:~ed the followinG re;olution: 

T1E CCl11ISSIOI; OH 1!/I.RCOTIC DRUGS 

IIAVIUG conside:~ed docwnent E/CN. 7/H .28, submitted by the 

representative of t ;le United Stat es , civing details of the factory 

f or the mo.J1.ufacture of narcotic drucs built by t he Japanese 

authorities in Eul~don during the Jo.panese occupation of Manchuria, 

and takinG pa~:ticulel·ly into account the manufacturinG cepacit:r 

of that factory whic:h in the opinion of an expert consulted by 

the United States rq:resentative ,.,as 50 1 000 kilos of her oin 

armual.ly , an e.motmt which represents 50 times the emount the 

annu.aJ. lec i timate needs of the world for this drug; 

RAVHTG been prcfoundly shoc1:ed by the fact that the Japanese 

occupation a-..:t horit:ies in northeaste rn C~na utilized narcotic 

d..-ucs curing the r ecent war fer t~e purpose of undermiLing the 

resistence and impc.iring the phys:!.cel and mental " ell-beina of 

the Chinese peoDle; 

COHSIDERUIG that narcotic druas constituted and may constitute 

in the future , a powerful instrument of the most hideous crime 

a:;a.inst mo.n!:ind; 

P.ECOJil..El!DS that the Economic and Social Council ensure that 

the usc of narcotics as an i nstrument of committu1g a crice of 

t lus nature be coverc~d by the proposed Convention on the Prevention 

and r"Ullishl:lent of Genocide . 
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18. f'lcthods ofJJete~~nins the Ori,ji."'l of O;nium b,I Chemical and Ppzsical 

Means 

'i""'he Commission on Harcotic Drugs noted with the createst interest 

the doctunent submitted by the representative of the United States 

entitled "llethods Qf Determining the Oriain of Opium by Chemical and 

Physical Heans" C.,-.ti!.7/117) and expressed its appreciation of the worlt. 

of the United States experts on the problem. The Commission expressed 

the hope that the United States Goverr>.ment vould communicate to the 

Secretary-General any further information on this subject, which micht 

become available and requested the Secre~y-General to submit a fttll 

report to the :.:1e:::t session of 'the Commission on the answers vrhich he 

may receive to the follmring resolution lThich is submitted for adoption 

by the Council; 

Tfill ECOHOlliC AilD SOCIAL COUNCIL 

F'.t.AVIHG !TOTED the work undertaken i'lith recrard to determining the 

oriain of opium by chemical and physical means as outlined in document 

E/Cl1.7/117 
DECIDES 

1. To instruct the Secretary-General to transmit to 

Governments all available documentation on this matter; 

2. :O.,o invite Governments to send to the Secretary-

General all pertinent information in their possession and 

in particular those Governments vhich have the necessary 

e::rerts and laboratory facilities, to inform the Secretary

General whether they are willinG to participate in a joint 

procrcunme of research and to submit proposals concerning th 3 

methods of co-operation iY"hich they may recolll!.'lend; 

3. To invite the Governments of the producing countries 

to furnish, subject to the provisions of Chapter V of the 

Geneva Convention of 1925, srunples of the opium produced 

in their count:::ies, on the request of the Governments vThich 

are particirating in the joint research programme. 

19. AJ?I!ointment 9f....!ll£mb~_!g_the Su~.Y.i!?..9.IY Body 

The amendments to the Li.TJlite.tion Convention of 1931 contained in 

the Protocol of 11 December 1946 came into force on 21 November 1947. 
By the terms of Art!cle 5 of the amended Convention, the Cornmiss1on on 

Narcotic Drugs is constituted the appointing authority for one member 

of the Supervisory Body. 

Colonel C. n. L. Sharman, C.M.G., C.B.E., I.S.o., was proposed by 
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The r epresentative of France paid t r ibute to the work of 

Sir Halcolu Del evinc;ne :.n connection lri th the internat ional contr ol 

of narcotic ch'Ucs . 

The Commission tool: note of the f act that the Advisory Coz:llllittee 

of the Leaaue of Hntion£: had i n the past appointed a member of the 

Supervisory Body at thrE:e different times during its existence and that 

on 16 Eay 1933, in decic.ing to appoint Sir t.lalcolm DelevinGUe a member 

of the Supervisory Body , pronounced without prejudice t o the future 

itself' in favour 11 of a · three-year term of appoint ment for the member s 

of t he Supervisor y Body" , and made the following recoi!ililcndation: 

"Tim COU.USSIOI\ OU NARCOTIC DRUGS 

HAVIIIG APronrrliD a me:nber of the Superv~. ""o>~v '?. ~;'3.y under 

Article 5, par agrarh 6 of t he 1931 Convention.: .:-.1:.:1. 

COUS:OJERIHG t he desirability of a personal 1m:•. )J.l of the 

member shi p of the Permanent Central Board and the Supervisory 

Body, as f ar as is possible t o achieve such a per sonal union 

TIIIS COlilliSSI O:.T RECO!n'-IEJiDS that t he term of of fice of the 

members of t he Supc::-vis ory Body nhould be identical ''lith that 

stipulated i n the C)nvent ion of 1925 for the me~bers of the 

rermanent Central O:?iwn Board uhich is 5 years , and 

REC~TJ"r:STS t he s.~cretnry-General to approach the other 

appointinG bodies d:~a,-Ting t heir attention t o this opinion of 

t he Conuaission on Hurcotic Drugs . 11 

20. LimitaVon of Produ<:tio!!_of Ra•·r Haterials and Connected Probl ems 

~he Commission ·heard v ith interest a statement by the represent ativE:. 

of China outlininG the p1·ev i ous history of the attempts t o limit the 

p roduction of r a;.r materi~~s t o medical and scientifi c needs . I n 1931 
the Council and the Assen:bly of t he LeaGUe of nations had taken the 

initial preparatory stepE f or a ccnference on this matter . I n 1936 the 

Opi um Advisory Committee had declared that me~sures t o control the 

culti vat i on of opi um pOPIY wer e urgently needed. During the war the 

United St ates Concress hed pass ed a special r esol uti on and the 

Uni t ed States administrati on had addressed notes to the opium producing 

countries with a vie"' t o promotine an internat ional agreement on t he 

l imitation of t he production of r~m opium. 

At its fourth session the Economic and Social Council had r ecognized 

the urcency of the probl e:n of the l i mitation of r au mat'erials and had 

aplll'OVed the questionnair3 on r aw op-ium vhich was t o be sent to the 

producine countries and a lso authorized the Secretariat to issue ano~her 
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were presented to the Commission with supplementary analytical studies 

by the Secretariat 1rhich also presented to the Commission a programme 

of worl~ for the preparation of a conference on th~ limitation of rmv

materials and connected problems - document E/Cl'l. 7/109 and a document 

on general considerations affecting the limitation of .the production 

of c~ca leaf - document E/CNel/112. 

The Director of the Division on narcotic Drugs, commenting on the 

findings of the Secretariat concerning the world requirements of opium for 

medical and scientific purposes (document E/CH.,7/12-3, An.'1ex 5) stated 

that it had been ceneral:i..y ru1ticipateC. that the manufacture of morphine 

from the poppy strmr, the manufacture of synthet:i.c drugs which ere or 

may be used as substitutes for morphine and the suppression of opituu 

smol;:inc in the Far East, 'l:rould radically chance the whole problem of 

the limitation of the production of ra1v opium. The available statistics 

and estimates 1 hovrever, shmY'ed that the demand for rav7 opium used in the 

manufacture of drugs for medical purposes so far from decreas1.ug had 

actually increased. 1ne fi&u~es and estimates for 1946 indicate that 

the le,3itimate demand for rmv- opium had risen to 450 1 000 kilogrammes 

which represented an increase of 60 rer cent over the figure for 19311- e..nd 

about 20 per cent over the figures for 1937. It was true that the amount 

of morphine which had been manufactured from poppy strew had increased 

since 193!~, in which year it had represented 1~2 per cent of the total 

mamlfacture which had risen in 1946 to almost 17 per cent of the total 

manufacture. But the figures proved that the total ma~ufacture of 

morphine 1re.s increasing rn<:>re rapidly than tl1e utilization of the poppy 

stravr. It vras anticipatc:d in some quarters that poppy straw vtould in 

time replace ra1v opium :1.s a raw material but the figures in dOC\l.Dlent 

E/CH. 7/123 showed that 'the Um:i;;ed Stu·ces 1 -~;here poppy s~raw is not used 

as a ralr material, had in 191:6 mru:ufactured. 19,835 kilO(J':'ell'li:les of morphine 

from ralr opium whieh re:;?:.:esent;~d ar. .. increase of 93 per cent over the 

figures for 1937. The 'United KinG;:'.,,::n had manufactured 8,493 kilogremmes 

of morphine from ~raiT opium in :.946 as against 1,8::!.0 kilogrammes in 1937. 
Together these tvo coun·i.,:;.~ies manufactured in 191~6 more than 51 per cent 

of the wo:tld manufacture of mo"i.·phine from :ravr opiurn.. As far as was 

lmovm, the Union of Sovi.e't SocJ.alist HepubJ.::.cs hetd neve':' used poppy 
' 

strm1 on a11 indust:d.a1 snale in the manufacture of morr;hine and if its 

estimated ma.nufacture of morphine in 1946 vTere ac .. d.ed to thcce of the 

United States and the United Kingdom, it was shown that 71.5 per cent 

of the vmrld manufacture of 'LlOrphine utilized raw opium. In 1946 less 



The influence of s~rnthetic drUGS· had been some'\-rha.t different from 

what i<res e:q,1ected . Thin vas due to the aosence of any s~-nth8tic 

sub:::titute for codeine , Between 1931} end 1937, 8o .5 pel4 cent of the world 

rurun~acture of morphine had been used for the menufactUl·e of codeine , 

d i onine and heroin. Th:.s fiGUXe had risen to 91.7 per cent i n 1946. The 

figures for the United E:t ates >tere revealinG. In 1946 out of a total 

manufc.cture of 19 , 000 l::j l ocra";!llles of morphine, 16 , 000 l~ilogran1rues had 

been transformed into cc•deine . ?his t~as ex1u:a.ined by t he increasinG use 

of c odeine by doctors ir. preparations acainst col ds and coughs and t he 

greater r eadiness of thE medical pro:.:'ession t o prescribe codeine a.s 

compared vith mor phine . 

As l ona as no syntt. etic s ubsti tute f or codeine vas found ~d 

generally accepted by t h e medical profession it v a s pro·:1i'.l>le that the 

legitimate worl d demand for r alr opium '\-Tould ·e~ceed "'Jhe -; l.gures f or total 

-world use of this rc,·t ~terial in the pre-war yea! s. ';!'r·:· .. '> shO"\vS that 

ra" opi um ua s not los i nG cround to popJ!J str a,., as a :c:..:: : :<:::J:~:t·.i.al and 

that synthet i c druc;s ere far from renderinG 'opium ())so::.e·;e . The problem 

of the c.:>ntrol of the pr:>duction of rev opium remai.ned as urcent as 

ever . 

The Commission t aki:.ll; note of this analysis of t he world situation 

authorized the Secretari;3.t to proceed vi th the r ev ision of the Draft 

Convention dravn up in 1~)39 by the Opium Advisory Co!Jmittee of t he Leacrue 

of Hations in the l isht of its discussions . The representative of Cene.da 

emphasized the difficult:.es in vrhich op;i.um producing countries would 

place t hemselves if they did not suppl y the necessary in!ormation. Any 

scheme for the limitatiolL of production ~auld be drawn up on the basis 

of available intol~ation, and countries ~hich had failed to furnish the 

i nformat ion -would not be able to enj oy t he full benef its of the finally 

appr oved pl an . The Commission authorized the Secret aria,t to bring thi s 

opinion of the Cor:n:ti::;sior. to t he knmrl edc;e of the producing countries 

•which ha.d not yet f urnisted information. It 'Has elso poi nted out i n 

thi s coru-tection that Article 32 of t he Draft Convention of 1939 r eads 

as follows : "The HiGh Contr acting Pa..-ties undertake not t o import raw 

opium from any territory or t erritories beloncing to !·ion - parties to 

t he Convention. " 

The Commission consii ered a draft resolution submitted by the 

r epre sentative of t he · Uni ·';ed States vrhich called up6n the Secr etariat 

t o proceed forthlTith '\-Tith the drafting of a sinGle convention to 

inccrporate the proyisionn of the e~:i.st inc conventions on narcotic drugs 
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In this ne1r convention provision should be made to stop any craps nov 

existinG in the international control. At the request of the 

rerc:escntative of the Union of Soviet Socialiot Republics a sentence was 

im:erted into the resolu.tion to the effect that lf:provision shall be 

made for a siac;le bod:y to perform all control fu..'1ctions e:=cepting those 

which m·e nmr or may hereafter be entrusted to the Com.".lission on 

narcotic Dn.1.cs." Tne Commission finally reco:n:.mended that the Economic 

and Social Council aclopt the follmring resolution: 

TilE I.:COUOliiC AliD SOCIAL COUlrCIL 

BEIITG P.DYISL"D by the Corr.mission on narcotic Drugs that the 

international instr1..1ments relatinG to the cor ... trol of narcotic 

drucs are: 

The Convention and Final Protocol si;:;ned at The Haeue 

23 January 1912 end 13 July 1913, respectively, as amended 

by the Protocol of 11 December 1946. 
The OJ.)ium Acreeuent, Protocol and Final Act sianed at 

Geneva on.ll February 1925 as amended by the Protocol of 

11 Decenbcr 191~6. 

'I'he Convention end Protocol signed at Geneva on 19 February 1925 
as amendE:d by the Protocol of 11 December 1946. 

The Conver.tion for LimitinG the Manufacture and Regulating the 

Distribution of narcotic Drugs sianed at Geneva, 13 July 1931, 
as anenc1ed by the Protocol of 11 DeceLber 1946. 

The OpiUln Acreem.ent and Final Act siGned at Ban6].wk, 

27 november 1931, as amencled by the Protocol of 11 December 1946. 
The Conve:1tion for the Suppression of the Illidt Traffic in 

Dangerous Drugs sirr,ned at Geneva on 26 June 1936 as amended 

by the Protocol of 11 Decenber 191~6. 

The Protocol to brinG under International Control Drucrs not 

covered l.>y the 1931 Convention. 

TAI~IliG ::oT.S of the comple~dty of these instruments and the 

d.esirabili ty of simp.lifying the orc;anization of international 

co-operation for controllinG the traffic in narcotic dr1.1gs. 

TIEQ\ESTS tl1e Secrctary-Generul to begin work on the drafting 

of a nm·r sincle Convention in vh:.ch provision shall be made for 

a sinc;le body to perform all control functions excepting those 

'rhich ere nmr or may hereafter be entrusted to the Commission on 

narcotic Druc;s. This ::;irJ.Gle Convention shall rerlace the above

mentioned instruments relating to narcotic druc;o and also include 



TI1e above reGolution r.e?resentcd in the opinion of the 'Commission 

the lo:1a - term fil"ocreJllllle of ll'ork for. the SecretaJ.·iat . It 1.,as pointed 

out by the r epresentative of the United States that the number of 

countries ll'hich Gtill authorized the prorluction of opium was decreasing . 

As the representative cf France emphasized, many countries in the 

post-war '·rorld were prcceeding ,.r:i.th the reorganizat ion of their 

economies and any scheme for the li.rr.itation of the product ion of raw 

mat~rials should be brou~1t to the notice immediately of the producing 

countries i n order that they mic,ht ta!~e t he necessary steps to secure 

a smooth transition to the production of alternative crepe . The 

re:presentative of China etlphasizcd t he necessity ±'or the earliest possible 

action tmmrds achieving the limi tation of prod'.lction. In his opinion 

a cr eat deal could be achieved by a conference of the opium pr oducing 

countries and the cou11tries •rhich utilized rav opium in the manufactur~' 

of nercotic drucs . T'ne Commission "ras cenerally in favour of instruct ina 

the Secretery··General t~ initiat e st '.ldies for the purpose of r eachinG 

an interim commodity 9.{3reement limitinc; t he production of ra.'\-r opium 

which miGht be brouGht into operation before. the ne1·r international 

convention, es prcpose:i in the above-mentioned resclution, could be 

r atified . The Co~icsi~n dec~ded to r ecorJroend the adoption by the 

Economic end Social Council of the following resolution. 

"11JIE ECOIWH:::C A!ID SOCIAL com~CIL 

REQUTISTS the }ecretery- General to initiate studies and i nquiries 

on the desi.re.bilit:r of convening a conference o:f the opium producing 

cot.u<tries and of c )untries usinG opium in the manufacture of drugs 

for medical and sc Lentific needs for the IJ'Ul':pose of reaching an 

interim co~moaity ~creement limitins the production and exports of 

opiLa.: to these needs , pendina the adop-tion of an international 

convention on limi·~ation of ra1r materials used in the manufacture 

of narcotic drugs . 

The r esults o:~ the3e studies e nd inquiries should be subnitted 

to the ne;~t sessio:1 of the Commission on Narcotic D:cues." 

The problem of the limitation of production of coca leaves ~ms th?n 

discussed . 

The representative of Peru expressed the r eGret of his Government 

for not having been e.blr~ to provide the information requested in the 

questi onnaire on coca lc ~aves sent by t he Secretariat . He mentioned, emona 

other reasons, the f act that extensive ar eas of cultivati on of the coca 

sfl..rub are , in many instances 1 eo far r emoved from any populated centres 

that the gathering of the required information as to the production and 
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distribution of substantial quantities of coca leaves is extremely 

difficult if not impossible. Re recalled the fact that he had 

anticipated these difficulties when the same issue was discussed at the 

second session of the Commission. He assured the Commission that his 

Government -vras still criving careful consideration to the questionne,ire 

and that because of tulique conditions prevailing in Peru in regard to the 

cultivation of the coca shrub, much longer time was necessary to gather 

accurate information. To substantiate his statements he quoted from the 

report on the worl;: of the Permanent Central Opium Board (document 

E/OB/2, pac;e 17) the following para~arm: 11 '1be extensive and widespread 

cultivation of the coca shrub in Peru maJ~es it extremely difficult to 

calculate even appro;:imately 1 the total production in the country. The 

effort made by the Peruvian authorities to give the information required 

by the Conventions is all the more meritorious~~. 

The representative of Peru stated that in vievr of the unfavourable 

conditions prevailinc; in Peru in regard to the Cultivation of the coca 

shrub 1 his Govenli!lent was not prepared to talce 1 at the present time 1 a:n:y 

concrete decisions in reaard to the proplem of limitation of production 

of coca leaves. He quoted from document E/mr.7/109, page 11, English 

texts, the paraeraph in which it is stated that "one of the conditions 

indispensable for the success of an international Conference on the 

limitation of the production and the recluaticn of the distribution of 

raw materials is that there should be the fullest possible information 

as to the conditions in the countries producing such raw materials with 

regard to the production, consumption, export and the stocks of the 

substance in question". 

Ac;ain he referred to the fact that the extensive ffi'l.d widespread 

cultivation of the coca shrub in Peru did not allow, at the present 

time, the collection of such information. 

He called the attention of the Commission to the fact that his 

Gover:nment has tal;:en eneraetic steps to put an end to this situation 

and has encaGed in the tasl~ of carryinG out a complete reorganization 

of the Department of narcotics of the Ninistry of Public Health and 

Social Assistance. To accomplish this purpose it had requested the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations to send a technical mission 

to advise the Peruvian authorities on the reorcranization of its 

~iarcotic Administration. This mission has recently spent six weel"s 

in Peru but its report and recommendations are not knovm to the Peruvian 

Government as yet. 

/The representative 



E/CN. 7/t1. 4o 
Paae 26 

The representati~e of 'Peru also· mentioned· the · fact that the 

Commiss i on on narcotic Dr\.J.os ~ durine· its ·second . session,:· had· decided · 

to combine the · inquil'j requested by the Go'rernllient of· Peru, for a 

field stuey of the effects Of the che,'linc of the coca l eaf, "\>ri th· an · 

inquiry on the s pot ir.:to the possibilities of l .imiting the production 

and r eGUlating the distribution of coca leaves , ·and concluded that, 

unless this stuey is carried out , no clear onslter to the question of 

the limitation of production and control of distribution of coca 

leaves can be .:;iven. 

Document E/CH. 7 jr.l . 3l~' a botenical. study on the coca leaf I was 

then e;:~miined. by. the ·Commission which compared the information ·contained 

therein 'dth remarl:s made by the Bol,_iv:i.a.n Government in i t s reply to 

the questionnaire on the coca l eaf - {document E/CN.7/llO, paragraph 11) 

concernina the narcotic ·quanti ties of the Bolivian coca leaf . The · 

Commission instructed t he Secretariat to obtain fui-ther clarification 

on this matter . 

The Con:miss ion o.areed th.at the Secretariat in dra.fting the 

provisions for the limitation of the ·production of coca leaves in t he 

new internationaJ. conv~ntion should talcc into account that there are 

three possible uses fo~ the coca leaf: (1) for the ~nufecture of 

cocaine and ecGonine; (2) for the preJ?e.ra.tion of soft driru:s; and 

(3) for chewino. For ·che p"Lu·pose of the dra.ft convention, the production 

and export of coca l e<ues for the manufacture of cocaine "'ould be 

considered as leaitimace as was the export for the pr~~aration of soft 

drinlt:;;. I:xport quotas should be desic;necl t o meet t he!:e tHo requirements . 

The Commis s i on felt that its decision on the que~tion of the 

l esitimacy of producti•)n of coca leaves for doma:;tic cltewi.:':lg would be 

f ac i litated by the ver•lict of the Commission of ingni1:y . The Commission 

on Harcotic Drucs vroultl. later h'a.ve to decide "'hether the export of coca 

l eaves to· countries ltht}!'e chei.,ing uas :prevalent -w·as l~::Gitimute or not. 

In t he opini on of the r epresentative of Poland., a f\u·ther 

resol ution authoriziUG the Secretariat to procesc~ vr:'.th its vrork upon 

the draftinG of provi s:~o:.lS t O deal with the l imi:t;ati.on of the production 

of ravr materials ,.,oUJ:d clarify the situation and defi:1e more pre.cisel.y 

the tasks entrusted to ·the Secr etariat . The ComoLfssion, however , 

considered that there uas su:f'ficient authority cont~ned in the . . . 

r esolutions alreaa.Y ad<>pted by the Economic and Social Council at its 

fourth session. 

/Cons idering that 
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Considering that the simplification of the international control 

machinery and the drafting of a single Convention incorporating the 

provisions of the e:dsting Conventions on narcotic drugs referr~d to in 

the above-mentioned resolution, submitted by the representative of the 

U1rlted States and approved by the Commission, will necessitate changes 

in the present system of ste.tistica.l reportinc; by Governments to the 

PCB· under the 1925 Convention as well as in the estimetes system 

established under the 1931 Convention, the Commission expressed the 

desire to have the vimvs and co•o:peretion of the Board end the 

Supervisory Body on this matter. Tb,e Commission would also appreciate 

it tf the~e t·wo Bodies -vrould authorize their technical staff to give 

such assistance to the SecretariaJ~ on these matters as mia-1-:lt be 

required. 

21. Commission of IncJuiry. into the E.ffects of Che"!~ the. ~~J:.ieaf 

TI1e reDreseiltative of Peru, in reference to the mention in the 

Report on the :P1·o::;-ress and Activities of the Narcotics Division 

(document E/CH.7/125), of the request of the Government of Peru for a 

field su:rvey of the effects of the chewing of the coca leaf, stated 

tha·c his Government continued to lool; UI.Jon the problem of. the habit of 

the cheWinG of coca leaves by the population of ce!~ain regions of 

South America as one needing an urgent solution. 

On behaJ..f of his Government he tha...'l1lced the Corr.mission on narcotic 

Drugs, the Econcmic and Social Council end the General Assembly for the 

care~~ co11nideration Given to it since the time of its discussion at 

the second session of the Commission. He pointed out that the 

controversial nature of the question as to whether the habit of the chewing 

of.coca leaf is harmful or not, vras best illustrated by the 'conflicting 

vievs exJ?l~essed by the GoverrJlllents of Bolivia and Colombia, in documents 

concerninG the .matter of the cultivation of the coca leaf examined by · 

the Commission. 

The Government of Bolivia stated that.among chewers (document 

E/CIT. 7/110 1 page 11): nuo racial dece'neration has been observed. A 

convincinG proof is the fact that the indigenous population has 

maintained itself and suffered no fonn of degeneration in the course 

of centuries of coca leaf consumption". Ol1 the other hand the 

Government of Colombia expressed the opinion (document E/CN. 7/'i1.23 1 page 2) 

that: 11 '.2he vice of coca leaf chewing • • • is undermininG the health 

of the native population and causing degeneration of the race • • • The 

gravity of the problem lies, not only in the ha..-rmful effects of the 
.... .; i f' 
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satisfied hun~~r which it produces, the coca chmrers use t he l eaf instead 

of food, and th:J.s , bei.:~ undernourished., easily fall victims of endemic 

diseases and es.peciall:r to the dreadful scourge of tuberculosis". 

·The revrasentatiV·3 of Peru also pointed out that +Jle scientifi c 

aopect of the problem •ras not the only one thut deserved careful 

consideration. The ret}Uest made by the Peruvian Government also. 

referred to t he necess:i.ty of fir.dill6 out t he facto:.;'f:l or moti ves which 

pro:npc this habit, ~ts social and econo!ll.ic implications an9. the measures 

to be taken, should th:.s habit prove t o be he..rmf'ul , in order to 

eradicate it f:com the ::><>pulati on concerneC.. 

To emphasize the :~?ortance of the social aspects of the pr oblem 

he referred to the com:ider abl e unrest noJ"ed ru1ong cP.rtain groups of the 

worl~ing classes of Colombia upo::1. the proclamati on b;y• the Governn·"nt of 

a decree prohibiting the cultivation anti consumpti()n of co::a leaves in 

that country. (Document E/CI~o ?/W .23, pege 2) . 

He informed the C<~ssion ~hat the Peruvian Government had aJxeady 

encaced in considerable expend:i.ttu·e -in the setting up of l ab0ratories 

which 'rill faci litute the study of ~he scientific aspects of the problem 

by the members of the Commission of Inquiry. H~ also said that t he 

interest in the phel~acolocical and medical aspects of t he habit of t he 

che\rinc; of the coca l eaf was noi; confined to governmental circ).es 1 btit 

had prompted scientific institutiot"..S such as t ile University of San Narcos 

of Lima, to sponsor and finance studies on t he spot, cer~ied out by 

members o~ its Fa:ulty, to sather as much infor mation as possible on 

this matter . Finally, he stre3sed the inter national charact er of the 

probl em by point i nc out that it not only concerned other South Amer ican 

countries, but t he scientific world in aeneral, inasmur,h es an extensive 

study of t his nature of a widespread habit of the use of a narcotic 

substance , 'r.lll undoubt3dly provide with valuab~e information for a 

better under standina of the problem of drug addiction es a whol e . 

22 . Continuati on of St ·ldies on I ndian Hemn - · ----------~~~~~ 

The Commission res·med its studies on I ndiah hemp, first considering 

document E/CI.if. 7/113 . Ih1ring the debate the President of the Permanent 

Central OpiUlll Board dre11 the attention of the CO!lllllission to the Board • s 

r eport for 1946 and remarked on the inadequacy of t he internations)_ 

control in Indian hemp. 

The r epresentativeu ot :Tul·l~y, t he Unit ed States and the 

Union of Soviet Socia.1..iHt Republics empl1asized the fact that the medical 

uses of Indian hemp "erEt practice.ll~ non- e::dstent . The r epresentatives 
/ ,..4" 1l'----- __ ... 
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of France ~~d of the United Kinr,dom pointed out the practical difficulties 

involved in a t;otal suppression of Indian hemp cultivation. 'I'he 

l~eprescntetlve of EGYI)t, hovever, observed thctt in his country its 

C' .. lltiva.t:!.on had for a lone; time been lJrohibited by lm; because of the 

harmful physical ancl moral effects of hashish on the population. 

'I'he Cor:u;J.ission ac;reed "'lith the pror!osal of the representative of the 

Soviet Union to insert the futt~e convention a provision prohibitinG 

the preparation of hashish. The Director of the Division of Narcotic 

Druc;s observed that in prohibit inc, the }?reparation of hashinh charas, b~~ja, 

deca and aneloGous J?rcducts would have to be ccnsiderml as prohibited as 

well. 

The Cor.ll!lission authorized the Secretariat to continue its atudies on 

Indian hemj? and to Ctll)loy an exJ?ert if necessary. 

1ne CotJOicsion, after e::ro.mination, ap:>l'OVed the s+,udy on Indian 

henp (docuwerrt E/CIT.7/I.L.37). 

23. D:.:E.~Lto brine .~r-der ControJ.:._Drur;s outsi" 

]..S'31 Convention 

'.~,ne Coumission considered the various observa~..;iohs of Governments 

on the draft lJrotocol conJlllunicated in pursuance of r<';~·, .. 11.!.tio;l 83/5 of 

the Eco:.1or.1ic ~~a Social Council, nno. c~eclclG:'l to LJcc~··,!:)~·ate its mm 

recc;m::enda~ions in a revised tcc::t vlhi::h :l:l; sucn::ts ;;:·:;·-, a special report 

docu:J.cnt •••• to the Eco:L·nic u.-,i Soci<...:. C.c::':t'n.c.'J .• 

.7ll39 

follmtinc resolutivn: 

TIIC ECOITOlliC AIID SOCL'L CCUI:CIL 

IU::COGI:lZIITG the value of a technical publication to international 

co-operation in the control of narcotic drucrs 1 



E/CN. 7 jvl . 4o 
Pace 32 

m:cm:cs 
1 . To :tpprove t he issue of a United Nati ons Narcotics 

Bullet in; 

2 . 'i'o lr .. vi te t he Secretary-General t o meJ;:e · the necessary 

bucl~etar;i dispositions fox t he above Bulleti"'l . 

25 . Letter from the Gr·~ek Gover nment 

.l\. lett er from the <:reek Gover nment ( doctunent E/ CH. 7/119) answering 

t he quest ions r aised by the YuGoslav r e presentat ive at t he l ast session 

was r ead to the Conoiss:.on. A r epresente.t i ve of t he Greek delegat ion 

was present . The rcpr e1:ent ative of Yucosl avia , notinc; l-That was said 

i n the letter stated tlu~t he could not accept t he c.ll ecation t hat there 

was a lac!~ of control i n Yuc;osl avia. 

The Chai rman esl:ed that the Commission t r>.Le r..ote cf the Gr eek l ett er 

and t he remar!~s of t he Yucoslav r epresent at ive • . 

26 . Other mat ters 

The CoiJU";lission not<:d docu.1nent E/ rrr: . l 943/For m - For m of Annual 

lleports and author i zed i t s Bur eau to incor porate the special questions 

on d...."'U3 addiction, maldr.c in it such che:rJ.GeS as it may consider necessary . 

The Commiss ion el se t ool;: note of document E/ HA . l947/l - List of 

Uational Aut horities, ru:d docuoent TI:/llF . 194G/l - List of Factories 

author ized t o menufact~~e narcotics . 

'l'lle Commission, in e~amlning a request from the Inter national 

Cr iminal Pol ice COI!llllission for an observer to attend its meetinGs , t oolt 

note of a l et ter from th::l Divis i on of Iron-Gover nment al Orca~-..i zations 

addressed to the Secretary-General of the Connission, in vlhich it vias 

stated that the :CCOSGC lnd not approved consultat ive st atus for this 

or conizati on. 




