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ILLICIT TRAFFIC (E/CN,7/223, E/CN.7/223/Add i, E/CN.7/224,E/NS, 1950/smmmr 5,
E/NS.1950/SUMMARY €)(coutinued) ..

Mr. VAILIE (France) referred to information'.on, seizures of pethidine
appearing in document E/CN.7/227 and drew the attention of the members of:the .
Commission to a report submitted by the Permanent Central.Oplum Board to the
Economic and Social Council on statistics for 1949 and the -Boerd's activities in
1950. The document gave figures on the manufacture “dnd consumption of pethidine 1in
the three principal ¢consumer countries, namely, the Uhited States, the
United Kingdom and Ffance. The consumptioi of pethidina {0 the United States had
risen from nil in 1936 to 2,613 kg. in 1948 and 4,412 kg. in 1949; in the
.United Kingdom the consumption hed rigsm for the same years from nil to 418 and then
to 609 kg.; in France, it had risen from nil to 226 and then 238 kg,

The consumption of methadone had amounted in 1949 to 1,397 kg. in
the United States,46 ¥g, in the United Kingdom and there had been none in France,
The Board had noted an increasing consumption of pethidine in all countries which
had supplied statistics.

Despite its moderate wording, the Board's conclusion could be regarded
as a real danger signal. Although an excellent system of cuntrol existed in the
United States, the consumption of synthetic drugs hed greatly increased in that
country. For indtance, in 1949 the United States had consumed 7,414 kg.
of drugs, while im 1936 its consumption had amounted only to 2,226 kg. of morphine.

The increase was accounted for exclusively by the consumption of synthetic drugs.
/Tha Thited Statan
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The United Ste.tes had eatimteq ite needa 1n methadono for 1949 at 500 kg. dut
had actually comsumed 1,397, kg, and had consequently increased 1ts estimetes for
1950 to 1500 kg. . It was easy to faresee the cmsequencea of such' commnption
for its inorease could not be explained by medical needs. It was pr,ob&bly‘ due
to ‘the fact that do¢tors yore more ¥illing to préscride eyathetic drugs than -
xcryhine ., o |

Even in Fra.nca, where pethidine had appeared én the market only-in 1943,
7,5 per cent of all drug addiction caeee, namely 52 out ‘of 694, were cases of
pothidine e.ddicticm. .

Synthetic: drugs had peen mentioned in the repoi't -for the first time,
~ but all indicatioms were that it waa Just a beginning. Illicit consumption -and

treffic wers bound to grow as 1icit manufacture and cmb\mption increesed, - It

" wag'the Commiseion's .duty to. devote particular a.tfention to ‘the problem of 11licit
traffic in synthetic.druge.

Mr, ANSLINGER (United States of Amarioa) fully agreed with the repre=~
sentative of France that eynthetic druga were becaning anever norse’ important
problem. There was & trend among marphine addicts to turn %o synthetic drugs
because they were, easier to obtein, Many addicts forged prescriptions for them
as they had for morphine, It was quite true t}nt doctors ‘were less dlginclined
to pz‘ascribe gynthetic drugs than morphine e.lthough they had been warned on meny
occaslons, *© . - Sep : DR
v Mrs,. KRU!SSE (Netherlan(la) aaid that there did not yet appear to be any
paz'ticular dangsr from synthetic drugs in his country, but he é.groed with the
; reproseﬁtative ‘of France, that .the problem was important S S :

' ' Turnting to the rei’eronpe to the Netherlanda in paragraph 12 on page 8
‘oi‘ documant E/CN.7/22k, he suggested. that the words "the figure is inconclusive”
should be’ ‘replaced by the words "the_figtxije_’ia l‘incompl_e'!e",‘  In that way .the
meaning would “be cloerer.
R < 3 ag 50 agrebd. L

Mr. AMINI (Iran) drew attentiem to chapter IV.ef docuient B/CN,7/224
" ‘which wasd entitled. “Origin of the Drugs" and a.sk'ed on what besis the distinction
vas made between arigin and sources and hov 1t wes d.ecided f‘rom where a particular

drug ariginated, - " /Mr. HUANG
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Yr. HUANG (Secreterlat) explained that all the information in, the.
docwnent wna taken fran the a.nnual rqporta and seizura reports sent 1n by
' govermaonts. )

Mr AlySLme ;Un.i.ted States qf Ameriea) thought that the Upited Nations
labcmtozry ahouJ.d by novw'be 1n a position to determine the origin of op:lum gn@
_ Buggested @!at it should be aakodito‘ppg:u;_gabrgsgarqg. gggk _%pt,p p:actice.
Mr.'V'AI'II':E (France) eﬁﬁpoi-fbd'fhét éuggésﬂon. He 1nt'qmed the
cmission of a aeizure of 293 kg. of qpiun which ‘had recently been mde at
Ma.raeilles. ; A seizuro 1nv01v1ng such large quantitiea of the. drug vas. quite
unprecedented in france and vas ca.ueing the a.uthoritiea grave concern. A full
_report would be sent to the Cozmnission in due course and his Govermnaent wquld be
" glad to send a sample of the oplum seized to the United Natiom labaratory. for,
testing. o
He cmgratulated the Secrota.riat on the excellant memcran&zm
(B/CN .7/22&) which had been prepared in record time.

Mr. MRTM IAVALLE (Mexico) regrettod that his Government's annual
report had not a.rrived in time for the Comission ] sessicm a.nd sald he would
outline a fow or the ma.}or points 1t contained for the benefit of membars. T,he
mogt” important aapact of his country 8 permanent campalgn against the 1llicit
tra.ffic in mrtotic drugs ves the deatruction of poppy plantatiozm » "In 1950,

' the same methode had ‘been uaed as 1n previous yeara but the army had been celled

in to help the fodoral police and the na.rcotics polico. At the Bane tima, the

" administration of the foderal police Tad been re-crgamzed 80 that there was

| pOW an mdopendent ssction to dea.l apecifica.ll.y with the campaigx againet 1llicit
’craffic. Good progress ‘had been made during 1950 aml 319 poppy plantationa had
been deatroyed ‘and ‘two' clandestine le,boratonee discovored He went on to )

- give detalls of the arrests and seizures that had ta.ken place during tha year.:
With regard te opium, it had been noticed that the traffickers kad taken to
selling other eubsta.nces under the name of o,pium as well as highly adultorated
oplum.’ ‘ There was no cocaine or coca problem in Mexico &nd "the heroin proplem
was decreaaing.

/The Mexican .
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The Mexican: Coverwmmsntiwas-dcing 1ts best to increase 1%s campaign’
- against 11licit treffic and:to mest: tts Ihtersational commitmérte, U It val very
-+ grateful to the United States Goverhmeht for 1t4 co-oparation’ 1t suppressing
 »froftier traffic:and mas convintced that' international cdllaboration was éssential
An the .great: Huminitarian campaigh to gstamp out 11licit traffic in nercotic- drugs.

Mr . 'ANSLINGER-{United States of America) éxptéssed great eppreciation
~of the work which the Mexicen' Government’ was doing -to supftess the 11¥icit -
‘6ultivation and treffic’in’drugs, - The work vad extremely’ difficult, often
involving expeditions into dangerous and inaccessidle territory and reqiiiring
great courage and fortitude. The campeign had received the personal attention
of the highest officials in tho Ministry of Health and by its great achlevemsnts,
the Mexican Government had shown how much could be done by countries vhich had
thée will to do 1t.

M, NIKOLIC .(Yugoslavia) sald.that his country did not figure in the
Secretariat memorandum although he had himself farwarded the information. He
notified the Commisslon that there had been.no.. ca.eee of 1llicit. traffic either
within Yugoslavia or on the frontier during 1950

Mr. ZAKUSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) drew attention to
. +~'chapter 'VI- of ‘the -memorahdum (E/CN.T/224) and: d8ksd Wy the USSR army stocks
‘* Were mentioned as'a Bource of narcotic drugé d¥scovered in the 1llicit traffic
{ during 1950.

Mr ‘HUANG (Secrbt.ariat) repeated that a1l the 1nformtion in the
document vas taken Frbm annual reporte or seizure reporte eubmittod by . '
gOVernments. The only case 1n Vhich the IBSR arm' atocks had béen me;:fi;:ned
was No. 267 aubmitted 'by the United Kingdom Governmpnt 1:1 reapect of thq .

British Zone of Gemny.

‘ HOARE (United Kingdom) explaineﬁ that tho caee ‘in queation refgrred
' to a naturalized Germat; qr Dutch 01'13111 vho had gained a J.ittle non-professimal
‘gnediga; experience 1ip, the Gexfman. army. - H,e,had ,snbaoquently_ been with a . USSR
ermy hospital and kad. euceeeded: im Mipsueding: them that be was % deotar, -~ ©

/Presumbly in
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Presumably in thia poat he had access to USSR a.my stocke of oplum. Subsequently,
he ha.d r\ah:rned to- the Weatern Zona of Germany ‘arid had again” succeeded in
perauading the authoritiee that he was a doctor and m o‘bt‘aining employmant asg
‘ euch 1n a hospital a.lthough m actual fact e was totally unqua.nﬁod {n medtcine.
Eventually he had been discovered to be an addict and to be’ preacribing for other
sddicts. The ‘small quantity of 18 ampoulss of opium which had beert Tourd fn his
poeseesion had come rrom the stocks of the USSR armv It was quite easy to seo
how the opium could ha.ve 'Been o'buined 'by fruud. 'I'he paragraph as 1t stood gave a
false impmesion for the U:SSR amy etocka ceminl;r cotld not b regarded as 8

source of 1111011:. tmffic on the basis of such an 1nsigniflcaat ‘quantity obtained
'by fraudulent meo.na.

mmmz.mmm (Memfco) patd that; in“view of the explanation
given, ‘the cade ir‘ §usstion appeared to come under Bub-paragrach (1) which govered
legitimate sources from which drugs were divepts® by thefis, -fraudulent means
or burglaries,

, - Mr, -ZAKUSOY (Union of Soviet Sociallst Republics) proposed the deletlon
of sub.paragraph-(2) (d) of raregrach 52,
The proposal was adopted .unqum'ously,

¥

KRUYSSE (Natberlanda) referred to the list of selizure mporta on
page 5 of document E/CN.7/2214 and’ poin‘ced out the discrepancy in the number of
reports eent 'by the Netherla.nde a.nd the United Kingdom on ‘the" ono ‘hand and France
and the United Sta.tes on the other. " It was unlikbly ‘that ‘the volume of 1111cit
traffic differed greatly between the Netherlands , the United Kingdom,' France and
the United States Zone of Germany, so it appeared that there was some difference

g of 115 rpretation of the ‘obligations’ fnvolved:4n Article 23 of the 1931 Convention.

Tt wotitd be helprui” 1f ‘811 govérmimsiits could:edopt the seme approach 4o the

quea‘hion, and 1f some countries vet® sénding' in too mahy reports,. they could cut

“‘them dowh.' "Hé £41t personally however that-all’ the:selzures reported by his

Government had been sufficlently important to warrant ﬂindividualr.mpprps,.

Mr. VAILLE (Prance) explained that his Govermment followed Article 23 to

the letter AHd conslieted that 1t vaS nob.Worth while td send in'a separate report
“on all selzures made 8ince. the. ganeral concluaiona. to be drawn-from. any . ssizures

without: s;pecial Toatures. vere, 1nc1,udeg;! An the annual report. 'I'he diﬁ'iculty
wbviouglx a.rgg@ ,haca.ueq of diffemx;i; interpmtationa of tha phrase ea.ch Ca8o. ..

Which may be of mpomnce in Article 23 of the 1631 ¢ nVention. '
r. SHARMAN
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SEABMA.N (Ca.nad.a) polnted out! tha'c tho method. of sonding in

seizure rebdrt.'s a.ﬂ)af%nm d1ffered £rom country to Azc:am*&ry.~ : I‘he document;
shoWed. that, Vhile semt countries sent in a° aepa.rate mpor’o on eaoh aeizure 2
Gthers eove'rad. severeal: seizures. in-a; ,aingle report, as for. exmnple ’ the Eb.vee

"Unitea smtea ‘reports’ oovering 115- seizunes‘

CMre EIBLINGER (Unitad states of Amrice.) pointed. out tha.t ma.m; o
seiz‘ura raporta “Were recelved from Thailend but. tha.t few arreeta WQre made in
. that cduhtry, and “the sentemee for traffickers. did not usua:L'Ly exceé‘é.“ﬁhrbe
‘monthel  He wished that fact to be-included. in, t.b,q report %o the Cduncil.

UM VATLIE (Frence) noted. that no. Interesting 1ni‘orma.tion ‘had been
received from Bii¥ma. - That only showed that the Burmase dovernmnt. ‘should. begin
by concentrating ite efforts on 1llicit traffig within ite o bord.ers. o

Mrs HOARE (United Kingdom) sald that it was mentioned in document
E/C‘N .7/221L that 18 reports from Burma covering T5 seizures had been received,

Mr. SHARMAN (Cenada) referred members to case No. 635 (E/NS.1950/
Sumery 6) which ocontained a voluntary confession made by one of the
traffickers arrested in Canada relating how drugs had been smuggled into Canada
from Italy and Greece,
~ The Commission took note of documents E/NS.1950/Sumrery 5 and
E 21950/ 6o

1

DRAFT INTERIM AGREEMENT TO LIMIT THE PRODUCTION OF OPIUM TO MEDICAL AND
SCIENTIFIC NEEDS (CONFERENCE ROOM PAPER No, 9) (continned)

Mr, VAILLE (France) suggeeded that the Commission should hear the
views of the Belglan observer on the guestion of the interim agreement,

At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr, Woulbroun, Observer of the
Belglan Government, took his seat at the Commission table,
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‘Mre WOULBROUN {Belgism) seid- Wiat his Govermment had loyally taken
part in the international action to limit. e proguction, mEnUEAGUUre: and:
trade in opium &nd other addiction-forming drugs to medical and sclentific. -
needs, &nd emphasized thaw'1t attached great importance to that actioms. Tt
had hoped that an international epiuin monoholy copld be established on &
basis oatibfactm tq.all the. producmg, mepufecturing and consumer cotntries
but the difficulties that had arisen during the cwrrent aeseion ahwed thai no
sush international agreement could be achieved at the present Jumt.mr.

' The Belglan Govermment belisved that efforss should be made to conoluds
agreeierits for the limitation of production,  BHe had not yet received.any -
instructions from his Govermment concerhing: the draft French protogol,. His
Government would give careful examination %o that gproposal. In the meantime
he could only express his personal view that the French proposal represented
‘a8 great step ferward and that. the Commission should oontinue iis:efforts in
‘that directiony

The meeting roge at 5 p.me

14 /5 p.m,.





