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INTRODUCTION
1. Since the last meetings of' the Transport and Communications Commisgion and
the Statistical Commission the wo!*k of the tmited Natione in transport
‘ statistics has progressed in three prlncipal directions
(a.) Towards etandardizing the definitions oi‘ the most important geries
(v) Tcwards obtaining statietice for the tra.nsport of goods by road
motor vehicle.
(o) ‘Powerds i_mproving the cov'erage and usefulnees of the transport,
statistical series published by the United Natione.
A.  INTERNATIONAL STANDABD DEFINI'DIONS FOR TRANSPQRT STATISTICS
2. Resolution 7 of the fourth session of the Tra.nsporf and Comnnmioat.ione
Commissich - (E/1665) a.nd a. reeolution of the fii’th eession of the Statistical
Commission (E/1696, paregraph 54) refer to the standardizatiop of. transport. .
statistics, The progreas indicated by these resolutions wag noted by the.
eleventh session of the E-onomic a.nd Socia.l Council in resolution 299 (XI)
Accordingly, the Statistical 0ffice reviaed its paper. entitled "Traneport - 5:3
Commissions. The revised document was reproduced in English | French,and‘
Spanish as Statistical Paper Series M, Number 8 with the title "Intemational
Standard Definitions for Transport Statistics « Ths- reaolu.t,ions of . the
Commissions are quoted in pe.ragraphe 6 and 7 of that paper. The paper vas
sent in August 1950 to the govermments and bodies concerned with the request

/that they should
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that they should follow the suggestion of the Comulssions and examine the
possibility of'producing, for purposes of international comparability, series
in substantial agreement with those set forth in the dooument. The experience
of governments In meking this examination 1s to be used by the Secretary- ’
General in order to propose to the Commissions at subeequent sessions '
changes In the definitions where necessary, ’
3. The examination of "Internetional Standard Definitions for Transport
Statistics" by povermments is in progress. Comments vhich have been so far
received indicate that the definitions are in generai acceptable to governments,
Several governments have asked for additional coples so that their departments
ray make a thorough study of:the,definitipns. During the summer the officers
in cherge of transport statistics in the Canadian and United States governments
arranged to meet at Lake Succese. They were of opinion that they could produce
figures in substantial agréement with the "Definitions" and agreed to
investigate the co-ordination of 'the’ two' countries! statistics, where they
impinge on one another, in the way fecomméended in the definitions., The chief
statistician of the United Kingdom Ministry of Transport .visited the Statistical
Office in September and suggested a few amendments to the definitions.
k. The Statistical Office has been informed that "International Standard.
'Definitions for'Transpbrt~Statiétics” has been or is to be: examined by two
regional commissions of the Economi¢ and Social Council: the Economic
Coymission for Asia and the ‘Fer East (ECAFE) and the Economic Commissiom for
Europe (ECE),“and the following internationmal bodies:

(a) Technical bodies of the -International Civil Avietion Organization (ICAO)

(b) The Thternational Union’ of Rallways (UIC)

(c) The VIIth Pan Americen Railway Congress

{d)  The Secretariat of the Central Commission for the Navigation of the

Rhine- -

(e) 'The Internmational Roed Federation

(f)  The Intexrnational Road Transport Union

(g) Lloydts Register of Shipping

(h) Det Norsks Veritas

(1) . The Interrational Air Trenspert Association .

/Those bodies
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Those bodies which have expressed themselves are in general agreement
with the definitions. A fov detalls of the action taken by some of tnem._ﬂ
appear below, ‘ A o R
5. The Ad Hoc Committee of Experts on Inland Transport of ECAFE which met ’
from 24 October to 9 November had befcre it a document prepared Jointly by
the ECAFE Secretariat and the Statistical Office on the basis of the .
"Definitions . It vas generally agreed that the statistics required could
be supplied without difficulty. The meeting passed the following resolution
(E/CN 11/262 resolution 22),

"TEE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF Exmm's ON INLARD mANsroR'r
. NOTING the work already undertaken as regards the ccllection end
analysis of transport statietics by the Secretariat and the Statistical
‘Office of the United Nations aﬁd the consequent necessity for avoiding
any overlapping or duplicatien of work in thie respect, L
' " RECOMMENDS that the Exscutive Seeretary maintain close liaison with
the Statistical Office as regards both publication and use of the ‘
‘ ,etatietical series collected by the Statistical Office;

" RETOMENDS that the work of the Secretariat shounld be limited to
specifit -sell defined objectivee having direct bearing on the proJecte
being studied in the fleld of inland transport; ‘

RECOMMENDS that the Executive Secretary arrange to obtain from the
Statistical Office or collect from governments as may be appropriate the
available transport statistics required in planning action in the transport

fleld. through or by the Commiseion, and in evaluating the results of -
such action;

RECOMMENDS that, with a view to achieving maximum comparability in
inter-railmay statistics, the Executive Secretary in consultation with the
United Nations Headquarters Secretariat invite the view cf railway .
administratione concerned as to the feasibility of uniform adoption of
international etandard definitions.

6. The Working Party of Experts on Statietical Information of ECE at its
fourth gesaion in November 1950 carefully reviewed Chapter I Section A and
Chapter II Section A of‘the "Definitions and intende to examine the reet

of the document at a later meeting The Working Party made suggestions of two
kinds:
L /(a) sugpgestions -
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(a) suggestions for minor changes in the ﬂe%iﬂitione (these will be
communicated to the Statistioal Office for do&ﬁi&ération wheni.the
"Definitions" are revieed),~
(b) suggestions for the decomposition of soms of the series into
‘componerits of inteérest . to ECE., (The Statistical Office considers that,
such decomposition whem desired by Regional Comnissions might wsll be
initiated by them without reference to the Transport and Communicatione
or ‘Statistical Commission). P
7. “Theé International Union of Railways plene to aubmit ‘the "Definitions" to ite
Sub-Commiesion on Statistics for information. ° s '
8. The VIIth Pan American Railway Congreee held at Mexico City in October 1950
examined the "Definitions” and passed unenimouely a resolution commending the
document "International Standard Definitions for Transport Statistics”" end
requesting its members to eubmit eaoh mpnth to “the Permanent Commission of the
Pan-American Railway Congrese Aeeoci&tien figures ‘on the railway series
recommended in "International Stanéard Definitions for Transport Statietice as
the most fundamental. At.an: earlier Congreee it hed been decided to use in
Latin America the definitione of the U.S, Interetate Commerce Commission, These
are, however, in substantial agreement with those in "International Standard
Definitions for Traneport Statistics". '
9. The Secretariat of the Central Commieeion for the Navigation of the Rhine
took a most helpful interest .in the definitione, Its suggestlons have been
incorporated in the document. ‘
10. The number of changes to the "Definitions” which have so far been
suggested 1s quite small, so the Statistical Office recémmends that a first
revision be postponed until more governments have reported the results of
detailed investigetion, ‘ ‘
B, THE TRANSPORT OF GOODS BY ROAD MOTOR VEHICIE
11, The ECE has drawn attention to the importance'of securing data on road
traffic, The Inland Traneport Committee of ECE at its fourth session -
"Noting o
(a) the- increaeed.importance of road transport in Europe
"(B) the almost complete lack of etatietics relating to this form of
‘transport perticularly in reepect of the volume of freight traffic, end
'(c) .the fact that the absence of road statistice renders 1t lucreasingly
difficult to obtain any knowledge either of the total volume of transport

"as & whole or of the manner or direction in vwhich transport is developing;
/Invited
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Invited Governments ... to forward their views as to what may be considered
the best methods of collecting the information necessary for the
. compilation of road traffic estimates, with particular reference to
spot checks and samplings, giving as much iﬁforﬁation as possible on past
experience in this field", (E/ECEVTRANS/166,.resolution No. 6k),
12, This matter has been discusged by the wﬁrking bodies of'the Inlend Transport
Committee; as & result the Transport Division of “the ECE'co-operated with the
Statistical - Office in bringing the question of tHe use of sampling to measure .
goods traffic by road before the~Sub-Commissioo.on Sampling of the Statistical
Commission at 1ts fourth session in September i950. The Sub-Commission ,
prepared a technical ‘document - suggesting a method of eampling to measure the k
goods traffic carried by road motor vehicles (E/CN.3/llh Annex II), and made.
the recommendation quoted below (E/CN.3/llh paragr&ph 51) - 4
"The Sub-Commission on Statistical Sampling notee the desire of the
Governments of many countries to gbtain figures for road -motor-vehicle
transport comparable to those ‘which are available for railways, inland
watervays and air transport. ”The’qu-Commission therefore requests the
Secretary-Gensral: : L ' .‘“
"(1) To recommend to interested Governments that they undertake in
41951 experimental sample surveys to obtain, during gomp ..
convéniently chosen period sich as & month, for roadqmooor-
vehicle goods traffic the following total figures:
(a) Vehicle-kilometres, loaded and empﬁj separaﬁely,
(v) Capacity in ton-kilometres ‘on the basis of kilometres

' s
S DY

19

actually run; . )
{(¢) Tonnage of goods loaded; ' . ... , . L
(4) .Freight ton-kildmetres, R o
(1%) To draw. to the attention of the Govefnmente the technical
¢ - “suggestions for making such surveys which are contained in
Amex II to ‘this report and to ask governments to communicate
to him their experience in conducting such experlmental surveys
for consideration by the Sub-Commieeion. )
(ii1) To provide, within the limits of his resources, advice on the ‘
details of eampling technique when asked to do eo by a.Govanqent:

/conducting

::
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conducting an- eﬁperimentel survey of the sort recommended by the Sub-Commission.
13. The novel feature of the technicel sdggeskions mede by the. Sub-Commiseion
is the suggestion that 8 sample of carriers be obtained, not by the use of .
8 list of carriers (such lists being difficult or impossible to obtain in
most countries), but by means of & sample of lorries chosen from the official
register of vehicles. . S L
1. The Report of the Sub-Commission yas, forwarded to, all member governments '
and in addition the Stabisticel Office has fravn the recommendation of the -
Sub-Commission to the attention of the principal statistical officers of the
countries outside Europe which, it was thought might be interested in -
considering a‘semple survey of the kind in question.
15. w1th reepect to Europe, since ECE initiatsd the study, it has been arranged .
that the Transport Division of ECE will diecuss vith European Governments the .
question of 1mplementing in Europe the recommendation .of the Sub-Commission. -
The matter was discussed at the fonrth session {in December) of the Working
Party on Statistical Information of ECE. After unanimously expressing its -
appreciation for the valuable contribution to Xhe development of road transport
statistids made by the Sub-Commission, the Vorking Party - S
"invited the Executive Secretary, when communicating with European .
governments in respect of point (11i1) of the Sub-Commission's request
to the Secretery<}eneral to ask them to inform him of the exact nature
of the advice they may require on sampling technique and practice and
also to state vhether the imperting of .such assistance to. countries
individuelly should be prooeas& by & Joint meeting of sampling experts
and of European officials who would be yrimarily. concerned in the
actual sampling investigations in their respective countries. In the
light of the replies received from Governments, the Executive Secretary
would consult with the Chairman of the Working Party and the Statistical
Office of the United Nations ‘with a8 view to determining .the most desirable
course of ‘action”. (W/TRANS/WP.6/30) U
C. STATISTICAL SERIES PUBLISHED BY THE UNITED NATIONS .
16, The Stetisticel Office publishes transport statistical series in the
United Nations Monthly Bul;etin of Statistics and in the United Nations
‘§Ig§1ggiggl_x§g;b_gg@ Sinoe the 1ast sessions of the Commissions, series on

/tonnage of



E/CK.2/111
E/CN.3/115
Page T

tonnage of gdods loaded and gnloadéd in co@ﬁﬁﬁiée traffic have been added to
_the former ahd séries or tortnage of goolb ioaded and uhloaded ih thternational
sea-borne traffic have been added to the latter, Figures for the freight net
ton-kilometres carried by railroads in the whole world in the years 1928.1937
and 1946-1949 have been published asnd for the same yoars, figures for the
total tonnage of poods loaded in the world in international sea-borme traffic,
17. The ECAFE has published in "Economic Survey of Aela and the Fer East
1949" traneport statistical tables prepared in collaboration with the
Statistical Office,

18. The ECE publishes & "Quarterly Bulletin of European Inland Transport
Statistice" in mimeographed form end annually an "Annual Bulletin of Tramsport
Statistics” in printed form conteining also a survey entitled "The Transport
Situation in Europe". The ECE Working Party on Statistical Information has
recommended that European Governments furnish the ECE Secretarlat with detailed
information about the International movement of goods.





