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l. Since the "J.ast' meetings of "th~.Tr~sport anQ.. c~~ica1;;i,~ C~mm~B~tO~ ~d 

the Ste.t1atiool Commissi~ th~ w~)]k cl:'· th~ .uhitet( N~tione .~ .tra:nsport . .. 
statist!~ a ha~ progr~s.~eci .. ill·, thr~e · pr~~·1~i· ·a:1.~e-~ti~ . . . . 

\ • ,,l. ' •' •'' • • .. ;~r,.c' ' ' .. •.,, f' , ',• ·, • .. ~._ • ' ': : ~ ~!', .•: '•' • .• ,. •• . 

~ ·(a)· ToWa.rda atande.rdizirig ·the defiliitiona of. tqe most imJlor~t. seri~s 

(b) Towards. ~bt~in~-s~~istl~~ }o~·the t~sport ~f ~o~~ }i ~o~~ 
motor vehlcle. 

(c) · T~l-d~ im!>rov1ng the coverage and usefu~eas of _tl+e. 1a~~spo;rt. 
'' ' • • ..... • • •, I 

statisti¢8.1 ~e~ie~ pubiished by th~ Un:(ted. Nati~e •. · . 

A. ~i\T:i:ONAL .STANDAR~: ~EFINITIONs .FoR-TRANs FORT STATIST,I~ 
'•, ' ' . '' ' ·. . • • .: I::.'. • 

2. Resolution 7 of the fourth session _of the Transpo~t and .Co~i~·tions · 
• - • • • , • , 1 • ~ .- • • • • • ' ·, ; • • • •• •• • • J ~ • ' '. 

Commiestai "(E/1665) ··a.na.' a resolution .of. the fifth sess_ion Qf .~hE:! . ~ta.tist.ica~. 

Commission (E/1696, para~raph 54)' ~fe~· t~: th~· s~~~~izat'i~~ .. of. ~ns!m't .. , . . ' . . . ~ ' . : . . . .. ._. ' . . . ~ 

statistics. The pi-ogress indicated by these reeo~utions WE? nQ~e<l by the·. 

eleventh .-s~~eibn'- of ·t~e i~~oni~~ · ~-- Soci~l Oo~cil ~· reeoiut~on ~99 (XI) ·~C • : 

Accordingly, the StatistiQS.l Office revised its ~per_ ~n.title4. "~rallEJP0~1;; ·. ~, .": 

Statistics" (E/CN .2/75 - E/CN .3/85) tak~ .. intQ.: ~~~o~t .t~e·. ~g~~~io~a. :.at the' .. 
. ~. •. • ' ' ' ' • ' . • • • ~ : ' • ' ' I ' • • 

Commissions. 'rhe revised document was reproduc~~, ~_Engli~~,. ~r~ncq-:,~d ·~·-·· >·: 
Spa.nieh.as Statistical Paper Series M, NUmber 8 ... ~th the "\iitl,e.~'International .. 

• • ;1: • .-· ~ • ... • 

Standard De:f:ini tiona :for Transport Statistics". Th~. re.o.o~u.~;ion_s . .Qf . tP,e ·: 
Commissions are quoted. in parag~phe .6. ~d· :;·of ~h;t· ~;,~~ -·The·.·-~-per was 

sent in August 1950 to the governmenta and bodies concerned with the request 

/that they should 
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that thai should follow the suggestion of the Commissions and examine the 

possibility of producing, for purposes of inter.nationai comparability, series 

in substantial agreement with those set forth in the document. The experien.oe 

of governments in making this examination is to be used by the Secretary-
·. .' ' . 

General in order to propose to the Commissions at subsequent sessions 

changes in the definitions where 'necessary.. , 

3. The examination of "International Standard Defini tiona for Trans-:Port. 

Statisticsn by covernmenta is in progres~~ Comments which ha,_ve been so tar 

received indicate that the definitions· are in general acceptable to governments. 

Several governm~ts have asked-for ad~itional'copies eo that their departments 

my malce a thorough' study of : th~. definiti.ons. During the summer the officers 

tn charge of transport statistics in the Canadian-and United States ~~vernments 

arranged to meet at Lake Success •. 'l')le1' w~ ot opinion that tlle7 could prod.u.ce 

figures 1n substantial· agreement _w1,th ·the tt~efinitions" and agreed to . ' 

inve-stigate the co-ordination of 'the· two· c~'U.Iitrieat· et~tistics, where 1:;hey .. 

imp~ on one another, in the WS.y"i-ecemmend.ed ·.in tlie definitions~ The 9hief .. 

statistician of the United· Kingdom Ministry of Transport .v;teited th~ -Stat~:sticEJ.l 

Office in September· ~d suggested ·a few amendlnente to the definitions. 

4. The Statistical Office has been informed that "International Standard. 

Definitions for ·Transport Statist'ics" has been or is to. be: examined by two 
~ ~ . ~ 

regional commissions of the Economic and Social Council: th~ Economic 
\ 

ColJllllission for Asia and the 'Far East (ECAFE) and the Econ~ic Commis13i:_oa for 

Europe (J!::CE} '.·· and · th~ following inte:rna tional bodies: . 

(a) !'e·oimical bOdies· of' the ·International Civ:il Aviation Organizatio~ (ICAO) 

(~} The IhternatianalUnian"of Railways (UIC) 

(c) '!'he VII-th-~ American Railway Congress 

(d) . 'mle Secretariat of the ·Central Commise1o~ for the Navigation of the 
Rhine· . 

(e)· 'The International Road Federation 

(f)·· The International Road Transport Union 

(g) ·Lloyd•s Regiatet- of Shipping 

(h) Det· Norsk~· Veritas 

(i} . Tne Intevrl.atio~l.Air Tl:'ailaport Association. 

/Those bodies 



Tho~e bodies. which have expreeised 'themselves are in P,ener~i agreement 
. . . 

with the definitions. A few details of the action tal~an by some of them 
~~ ' 

appe~r below·. 

5. The Ad Ho~ Committee of Experts on Inland. Transport of ECAFE which ~et 
from 24 Octob~r~t~ 9 N~v~mb~~ h~d before it a d~cument prepared Joi~tly ~Y 
the EcAFE Secr~tariat.and the,St~t1stical Offtce. on the basis. ~f th~· . 

. . . 
"Definition~". It was generally agreed" that the' statistics required could 

be supplied wtthout ditricu~ty. .The meettns passed. the followi~ resolution 

(E/CN.l~f262 resolution 22). . " . . 
0 ;,m· ·Jii HOC COMMITTEE OF EX~Ts ON mLAN:o 'TRANSPORT . - . . . 

NOTING the work already under~a~e~·as r~gards the collection and 
r. ' : : ' • ' I• • .j •, ~\.. • • ( 

analysis of transpo~ etatisti~· py the Secretariat and the Statistical 

~ Off!c~ of the United Nations ~~ -~~e c·o~~¢quent necessity for a~oiding 
any overlapping or duplic~t!~:n ~f :w~~lt in thi~. ~espeot; '·. ~- ... 

.. REcoMMENlE that the ~~utiv~ S~<#et~~Y, mai~tain close liaison with 
-. ~ • ~ • • ·' • j • i . • • . • : • • • 

the Statistical otrice as regards. b9th publication and use of the 

, , etatisticc>.l·· eerie~ coll:-ec~ed by .th~ Statistical Office; 
. ·. . ~ \ 

· REC,-o.:,(I£NIS that the worlc of the Secretariat should be limited to. 

specific, ~,.ell defined· objectives having direct bearing on the pro-jects . : . . . ' .. 
being stu~ied in the field of inland transport; 

RECOMMENIS that the Executive Secretary arrange .to obta_in fro~ the 

Statistical Office or collect from gove~ents as may be. appropriate the 
' I '' • •: • •'~ '• ' ; • ' o • 

available transport statis.tics required in planning a.~tion in the transpor·t· 

field. ~hl:-ough or by the Comniiesi~n, -~~ in e~luati_ng_ the' results. of 

such ·action;· 

RECOMMENIS that, with a view to achievillg maJCimum ·comparability ~ 
' 

inter-railway statistics, the Executive Sec·retary in consultation with. the 
. . . . . . . '.·. . 

United Nations Headquart~rs Secretariat invite the view of railway 

ad.ministr~tions c~nce~ed as t~ the f~asibilfty.,of Untfo~ ad,opt~~~ of 

international standard definitions." 
• • •• ••• 1 • .:·. j. •• 

6. The Working Party of Experts on Stati~tical Information of ~ at its 
~- .. • - • • • • • • • J i . 1 • • • • • • 

fourth aessicin in November 195'o, 'carefUlly rev'iewed Chapter I S~ct'i.on A and 

Chapte~ II Section A ·cir- the. 'nD~ftniti.~ns" and. int~~d~ to -~x~:iil~· th~· ~~at 
of the. docuniextt at a··l~~-~~- m~et~. Th~ ·w~~king _·fu~ty made. ~ggest:i.ons of two 

kinds: 

/(a) sugBestions 
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(a) ~uggestions for minor changes in the ~~~i~~tions (these will be 

communicated to the Statistibal Offie~ fo~ d8~t4~ration w~en.the 
{ 

"Definitions" are revis~d); _ 

(b) suggestions for the decomposition of some of the series_ into 

:.components of int.er.est. tQ EC~. (The ·statistical Office considers that 
~ ~· l ~ o. I 

such deo.omposi tion when de_ei~ed:· by. Regionai c"ommiss16ns might well .be 

initiated- by them without _re~~r~uce .tb' th~·Tranapart and Communications 
' '. 

or :-Statis-tical Co~ssion). · ;· :; · . · · · .. 

7 •. ~~e--·International Union of ~~lways·p~ns to-submit 'the_."Def'ini.tions" to ita 

Sub ..Commission on Statistics for info~tion. · :,_.- ·· · 

8. The VIIth Pan American Railway_ Co~e~f9 held' at Mexico City in October 1.950 .. , . · .. 
ex~ned the "Definit~ons" and .pa;~s~<l. u~~usly, a resolution commending the 

· · l · ·) r: . .. 
document "International ~tanda.rd. D~f1@tiotlliJ:.·tdr Transport Statistics" and 

. •. ~ ., {' -'! .. :.~:·}·: -~-- :\' . . 
requesting ita members to .submit ~cP. mpnt~ to the Permanent Commission of the 

• "' . , ·•' • ·. ,•'· '·,;··· ..... I , 

Pan-American Railway Congress Asso~~~on t;~s ··on the railway series 

recommende~ 1·n "Intern,a.tional S~·d·:~fiJ~i~~~-·fot- Transport Statis-tics" as 
. . . . .,:r. : , . . . j . . . 

the most fun~ental. At.a~·earlier Congres{:l it had been decid.e.d to ~$e in 

Latin America the ·deftnitions of .the u.s. I~te~state· 'commerce Commission.. These 

are, however, -in substantial agreement with, tho~e- in "International Standard 
. . 

Definitions for Transport Statistics". 

9. The Secretariat of the Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine .. : .. 

took a most helpful interest -~n! .the defini tiona. Its suggestions. have been 

incorporated in the document. 

10. The number of changes to the 'tDefini tiona" ':'hich have so far been 

suggested is quite small, .so the Statistio_al Office recomme-nds that a first 

revision be postponed until more governments have re_ported ·the results of 

detailed investigation. 

l3. THE TRANSPORT OF GOOOO BY ROAJ) MOTOR VEHICLE 

ll. The ECE has dr~wn attention_ to the importance of eec~ring data on road . . 

traffic. The Inland Transport Committee of ECE at its fourth session -
i 

"Notioo .. ·· · , 

(a)· the-- i~reased. impor.tance .. of road transport in Europe, 
• . ' ' ' . . l 

'• ('tf) the almost complete lack of statistics relating to this form of , 

·,transpo~t particu-laply i;n reep~-~t of<the ~olunie· of ~freight traffi_c,· and 

_., '(o) r-.th~ fact that the ab~ence of ;oad sta't1s,t1ca reQ.ders l.t~increa.singly 
difficult to obtain any knowlelige either of the 'total volume of transport 

·as a whole or of ~e manner or dir~ction in which transport is developing; 
/Invited 
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Invited Governments ·~· to forward thai~ views as to what may be considered 

the best methods of colle.cting the illf~rma.~:iori· heceseary for the 

, compilation of road tratfic estimates,· ·with particular reference to 

spot checlcs and sampl·iilgs ,· tSi ving as· much irif"orina.tion as possible on :past 

experience in this field". (E/ECE/TF.ANs/166,. resolution No. 64). 

12, Thi~ matter has been discl,ls_a"ed. by the ,Qrkillg bodies of the Inland Transport 

Committee; as a result the Transport :Pi vision of ··the ECE-co-operated '\·tith the 

Statistica_l- Office 1n bringing the question····of ·.the ~ee of eampli::lg to measure'· .. 
goods t:r:affic by road ·before the· Sub-Commission on Sampling ot the SCa'\iist.ical 

Commission at its fourth· aeasian 1n September l950~ The Sub-Commission 

prepared a teohnical·document·euggesting.a ·method of sampling to measure the, 

goode traffic carried· by road motor ve'hi9lee·.-:(E/CN .~/114'~ Annex II), and made 

the reeommenda.tion quoted below (:E/CN~3/P.4 ~ag;raph 51) · .. 

"The Sub-Commission on Stati~·tioal" ~ampli~ n~·~es. the desire ~f the. 
. ' . .. . . 

Governments of.· .r;na.ny··oountries ·to ·qbtain tigl:ll'es for road~motor .. vehicle 

transport com:Ji8rable td those· :~hicli"are ~v~il;.able for z:ailwa.ys, fnlan~ 
wat·erways and air transport. ·.The· Sub-Commission therefore requests the . . . ; 

.. :. " 

t. "(i) To recommend to interested Govehlllients that the~ und~rtake i~ 
.~ ·1951 experimental sample surveys to obtain, dur.ing eom~ .·-. . .· ::· 

(11) 

conveniently chosen period ·such as a month, for r~ad~ID9~or

vehicle goods traffic the following total figures: 

(a) Vehi~le-kiiometres, loaded and empty separately; 

(b) Capacity in ton-kilometres ··on 'th~ basis of kilometre.s 

a:c.tual1y run j 
(c) Tonnage ·of goods loaded·; 

(d) . Freight ton-lcildmet:res. 

.~ .. ; ... _;,.'. c• >: · · 

. ' 
~o draw. to· the attention'of the Governments the technical 

: < ·suggestions 'for making such 

Annex II to ··this report and 

surveys w~ich ar~ contained in 

to aek governments to ~ommupicate .. . . .. . -
to him their experience ~ conduc~ing such experimental survey~ . ,. . . 
for consideration by the Sub-Conm1ission!" 

(iii) To provide:, within. the limits of his .resourc~s, ~dVi9e .on the 

~eta.ils of sampling tec~ique when as~~d-to do ~0 .by a. Government. 
~ • ' I • ' •• • • 

/conducting 

' : 
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' ' . 't ;, 

Oonductimg an·~~perimental survey of tne eort rec~mmen~~~ by,the Sub-commission. 

13 ~ . The n~vel t~atu~e ot the. technicai: ~tigg~sMoris mad~ by the .. -Sub-C<;>Iniussion 
• I : ~ ' ' • ' ' ' l ' 

is the BUP-sestion that a sample pf c~iers ~~ obta~~ed,. not by the, use of . 
~ ' . ... ' ) ,. . 

a list of carriers (such lists b.eing dif~icult or impossible, to obta~n 1n . 

most c~~trie~).,' but by ~e~a:. o.~ 
1
a · s~pl~ of lorries ·chosen from the -~fficie.l 

"'· ~ ' . ,· . 
:t"eg,ister of ~e~icles. . . : .. _... . . · 
14 •· · Th$ Report· ~f the Sub-CollliDis.eion. :was. foJ:;Ward.ed. to, ~11 member. governments · 

and in addit.ion:· th~ .Stat.istical Office .. has .~awn the recoiQmendation of. the··. ·. ·· .. 

Sub-Commi~~:L'on.·to th~ ~t~enti~~. of tl}~-. ;ib:cipa.l .~tat~stical offic~r-s of the· 

oount~iee out~ide Eur~pe :;,h~q~,. it .~s t~o\l~~t,. m1~h~. ·:t>e i~terested· in. · ' I ~ • • 

• ·:.... • ; •• . • <., ' ' • ' ~. 

considering a sample survey ot ~he k~d.~ question., .. 
. . r· ' . . . ' . .. ~~ 

15. With re~pect to Europe, ~inc~ ECE in~~~~~~d t~e. study, it has b~en arranged 

that the: Tran~port Division' of Ec~.' ~~h: ·d~~~~~ vith.,.European Governments the_ : 
' . . '. ~ . ·. 

question of impl;.ementing fn Europa_ ~h~ :l:"ec~end~tion .of _ 1tp~ Sub•Commiss::ton.. · · 
. ~ :~ , . : · .. : . ' . , ~ •' .' 

The matter ~a diecusse.d. at ,tbe f~tb, ~.ess1~n {.in :Pecetnber) of the Workillg 1 

Party on Ste.'tietioal .~ormation of'. ECE. After UllBllimouely expressing i,ts ·• 
f • {,'..,' '• ,' ' ,' ·.,I • ' ' 

appreciation for the valuable contributio~ to~the development of roat transport 
statisticie- mad.a· ·-b;r th~···sub-~co~isa1~n, the vrorking Party .. . .. · 

"invited the Executive Secretar1, when communioat'ing v1~h Europ~an . ·· 

goJ~h-unent~ "in· re·s~ct ~f point. (iii) pf the Sub-Commie~ion' s r~quest 
. ,. ) . . 

to the Secretary~eneral, to ask them to infor.m him of the -e~act nature 
•. ·• I . . ,. ' , 

of the advice they may require. on sampling tec~ique and practice ~d 
.. . . . ' .. ' 

also to state whether the ~it'Js o.f .sue~ aesis.tance to. countries . . : . \ ' . . . ·' 

individually ehouid be PJ,'e084ed by a joint Jne.eting of sampling experts 
o I •, ._ ' , 

4 
• ' . : . . 

and of European officials who would be primarilt. ooncerped in the 
. . 

actual sampling investigations in t~ei~ respect~ve countries. In the 

light of the replies received from Governments, t~e Executive Secretary . . 
would consult with the Chairman of the Working Party anct t~e Stati.s.t:S...cal 

. . . ·, ;; - . . ~ ·:·. ' .. . 
Office of the United Nations with a view to dete~ining.the moet.desirable 
course 6t ·action''. (W/7iP.ANs)WP.6f30.) ..... ·. . . '···· . . -, 

• • . . \ '1.'' . • .. t.·. 

C.. STATISTICAL SERIES RT.BLISHED ·:sy ~RID UNJ:WED NATIONS 

16. The Statistfcal Office publishes transport statistical.ser1es in, the 
: • I 

United Nations_ Mont!;J;l ~~~etin of Statistics apd :1-n th~ Un~t~.d Nations·: . 
. Statistical ;Yea.rboQk•. Sl~ce_ th~ ·~at sess~ons .. of the Commissions, series on . : .. . ' . ~ . .. .. . 

/to~ge of 
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tonnage ot goods ioaded_and unloaded irt co~ti~ise t~flc have been added to 

.the termer and aeries dri tonhage bt gdoa~ leaded and Uhioaded in ihter.hational 

sea·borne traffic have been added to the latter. Figures for the freight net 

ton-lcilomatres carried by railroads 1n the whole ·world in the years 1928.,1937 

and 1946·1949 have been published and for the same years, fir,uree for tbe 

total tonnage of eoods load~d in the world tn international sea-borne traffic. 

17. The ECAFE baa published in "Economic Survey of Aeia and. the Far Eae\; 

1949" transport statistical tables pre~ed in collaboration with the 

Statistical Office, 

18. Th~ ECE publishes a "Quarterly :Bulletin of European Inland Transport 

Statistics" in mimeographed form a.nd aMually an "Amlual Bulletin of Transport 

Statistics". in printed form contain~· ·also a survey entitled "The Transport 

Situation in Europe". The ECE Workf,ng Par-ty on Statieti~l Information has 

recommended that EuropeanGove~nta furnish the ECE Secretariat with ·detailed 

~ormation about the Internatio~~ movement of good~. 

----· 




