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ARTICLE FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1987

U.S. BACKING RAIDS AGAINST NICARAGUA

But OrriciaLs INsisT THEIR Scope
Is LimiTep AND Not AIMED
AT TOPPLING SANDINISTS

By PuiLip Tawmman
SpecIAL To THE New York Times

~ WASHINGTION, Nov. 1-- The United
States is supporting small-scale clan-
destine military operations against
Nicaragua intended to harass but not
to overthrow the Nicaraguan Government,
senior Reagan Administration officials
said today.

The officials denied a report in
Newsweek magazine that the Central Inte-
lligence Agency was trying by covert
means to topple the leftist Government
in Managua.

A senior national security official
insisted that the scope of clandestine
. operations was limited to hit-and-run
raids into Nicaragua by small paramili-

tary units based in Honduras, skirmishes

with Nicaraguan troops along the Hondu-
ran border, and financial support for
political opponents of the Sandinist
Government.

The official said that no Americans’
were directly involved in the paramili-
tary operations, but acknowledge that
the C.I.A. was providing money and -
military equipment to the units. He -
added that Americans were also helping
to train the anti-Sandinist forces,
which arc made up primarily of Nicara -
guan refugees. ‘

Within Limits of Plan

The official contended that the
military and financial aid fell within
the limits of an overall plan for covert
operations in Central America approved
by President Reagan almost a year ago.

The plan, parts of which were disclosed
in press accounts earlier this year, called
for formation of ‘a small paramilitary unit
in Honduras to interdict Cuban supply lines
to guerrillas in neighboring El1 Salvador
and financial support for moderate political
and business institutions and leaders in Nica-
ragua, according to Administration officials.

'"We are not waging a secret war, or
anything approaching that," a senior intelli-
gence official said. '"What we are doing is
trying to keep Managha off balance and apply
pressure to stop providing military aid to
the insurgents in El Salvador."

Administration officials reacted strongly
to assertions in Newsweek that the covert ope-
rations were "out of control" and that an ex-
pansion of the activities had been "improvisec
by the American Ambassador in Honduras, John I
Negroponte.

Cleared With Washington

"Negroponte, as the chief of mission,
oversees the operations, but nothing is done
without clearing it in Washington first," a
senior intelligence official said.

Some Administration officials have advo-
cated a more ambitious effort against the
Sandinist Government, which seized power in
1979 after overthrowing the Government of Gen.
Anastasio Somoza Debayle.

But Mr. Reagan and other top.officials
reportedly rejected the use of greater force
partly because they considered it potentially
counterproductive to overall American policy,
and partly because intelligence officials said
that the C.1.A. did not have adequate resource:
to undertaken a major paramilitary operation.

...
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The result, some Administration officials
said, was a limited covert operation, designed

to sting but not incapacitate the Sandinists.

According to -national security officials,
the clandestine military activities were to have
been supervised primdrily by Argentina, which
had organized anti-Sandinist paramilitary forces
in Honduras 18 moths ago, before the American
involvement.

Initially, Argentina did take the lead in
supplying and directing the units, which number
2,000 to 4,000 men, dispersed in several camps
along the Honduras-Nicaragua border, according
to American officials. But Argentine assistance
waned after disputes developed between American
and Argentine advisers and after the United
States supported -Britain in its war with Argen-—

‘tina over the Falkland Islands, Administration
officials said..
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(CIGALPA, : Honduras—A
Honduran military exer-
precedented scale is being -

‘Nicaragua’s revolutionary

govérnment, according to govern- .
.ment - and -diplomatic sources. But

‘there is growing jconcern that it,
‘could accidentally touchoff:a ‘real,

Swar. between’the: Central’ American
¥ eountries. VAR e R S

. “It’s gertainly going to rattle their

tentatively scheduled

» Navy
. deseribed as support functions that
“ ¢ould involve several hundred Amer-
‘ican soldiers. U.S. initiatives in the
planning have drawn some criticism
from Hondurans involved. - " | R
**'Honduran troop movements are
‘supposed to take place throughout
:the -eountry, but’ these' sources ‘said
the main action is to be around Mo--
.coron-—the site- of a-new military
base as well as a camp of more than
19,000 Nicaraguan Miskito Indian
;refugees-—in isolated eastern Hon-
'gug‘és close to the Nicaraguan, bor~
der.. - B .

re with the aim of intim- .

sdid one man familiar with- -

. will. participate in what are -
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. 'The section of 'Nicaragua: 1o thei: -
immediate south of. the joperation
site is wracked by periodic fighting .
. between Managua's troops and anti-
- -Sandinista rebels, including Miskito
Indians, allegedly supported .out of

‘Honduran.base camps.’. .
*+ Usually : reliable” sour

United States known as “Falcon

View” has been going on.for years..
But" military ‘spokesmen: say: that .
Ahuas Tara is new, and muchjbigggrl :

than those operations. = ¢ -
familiar with -
Ahuas Tara, planning for the oper-. -
_ation began as ‘a-relatively’ modest -
variation on the regular summer ma- -

According-to sources

neuvers for August, which were post-
" poned because of floods.” -
the

In the interim, the scope of
operation

'éuiii;di{&”gd by an

that the purpose is to prepare for an
invasion ' or . to * provide - cover for

“stepped-up operations- by imti-San-

- dipista rebels. -

A source who works closely with
both the U.S. Embassy and the gov-
ernment  suggested that there is

some Honduran military officers be-
cause of what they see as ‘the in-

. creasing . interference of American
*civilians® or intelligence agents in.

the planning of the maneuvers.

“Honduras, wanted to improve its’

armed forces. The civilians want tq
use the operation for other purposes.

_They want to make it a big thing, to.
send a signal to Nicaragua,” said one. -

.Honduran official. -

o .

3 figvolved,
with the planning of the maneuver,:
_which has fentatively been givin the .«
“Miskito name of Ahuas Tara,’'mean: ...
ing Big Pine, say .a " Propaganda’
“smoke screen” will be an important

- part of the operation.. Y - T

The Hondurans normally conduct
military exercises twice a year, and a”
“program of joint exercises with the -

i §

increased  dramatically...
-The ‘maneuver is expected .to last.:

enemy -incursion. ~
Nicaragua . has~ expressed - concern -

growing resentment on the part ‘of

~ Bources here insist that the oper-
o ation is not' meant to_be an incur-
jan, but a'substantial ?éint near the’
jrder to.convince the 'Sandinistas—
fa8 ane official put it=—“thatthey will
be finished” if they do not bend to
“«the’g4neral line adopted by Wash-

“ington and Honduras. -

" “The’ Hondurans, even some who
would, Jike: nothing more ithan "to
march op Managua, appear to have
much less copfidence than the Ni-

searaguang. in Washington’s support
forsuchawar. . o

" “We ' have studied your history,”
 one Honduran officer told an Amer-
ican: reporter, alluding to Washing-
“ton’s “reluctance 'when. it” comes ‘to
. committing ‘money or men. that
“would be:needed to wage'a war .
“We ‘have to wonder if the United

- States js serious here or just fooling
around. We tend to.think now that

; it i8 just fooling around.” :
. Military sources here say that any~

- invasion of Nicaragua would have to

~ be massive and quick. “It can’t be a

pinprick,” said a senior U.S. military
officer’“If they [the Hondurans] do-

‘abott five days ‘and consist'of the - . something theyll have to go all out.
imulted yesowe of  Jarggarrison. £ [LCHEELE DR 0,06 15 $enE
fi%50+ Seo HONDURASSAIZ-CoL 1502 B IWo years.\ N7 Ly T Wl T

et ;_j.lﬂ."’“ _ “Desplte an almostflovfo!d'.'g;:creas'e‘g

in military. aid to.Honduras "since «.
1980, Washington'hiis net given this
country “the kinds: of wmilitary re-
- sources that*"the. Honduran -Army .
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