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No~e'by'the Secretary-General 
'··I~; nTRdtuCT.I<fi· 

Jrhi~ .1;\:.elfl was· pl,aced ;~·:the .a~da. of. :the. ~eoond:: sessi~- of _the. 

COJIIDI,d:es-ion at- t:Qe- !request.·. o:f:· the ,;rilternati~ Chamber .. ~f. qommeroe (ICC;) whioh. 

at· 1~~·Montreux;PQngre~s:·.·in l947:.;- ha;d .. ~.dopte~l-e. report on. this ~~bJect: 

conta1n~ng .twelve r.ecqmm~ndai~<?tU:f,. 

;A:t i~~ .. t~~d; et~~.B~:On:Jt¥· OonD,ni~~~~- pr:L .~~-basis :of a. pote by. 

,~e-.. S.~or~t~o;qen~al- (E/mJ.2/'49),· d1aous~ed.-1~a. own_ compet~~oe ,and ~hat 

of varix>uEJ.·internat-1ooa:~ .bcrdie~· to· de~l .with the .twelve r~~enda,tione. 

It c.oncl,ud.t)"d, ·;t~t recQD1¥J.91lda.t1ons. ;t -.~d. ·4 ,. relating -:to the. rt'tduetion 9{ the · n~bEr 

of documet¥t& ·,requ1req -1~ .the .. traneport . of soode' ~d: . the ~"t:>oli:t;ion of the 

tran~it mEI;lltf'est, ... w.er.e·;more ~1;1~~17. Qf oopoe~ to :the .Tran~po:rt and . . . ,• - . . 
Communications Commission while the other .qu,e~:t;i;One .. w~e. ~e speo1f1cally 

within the oompetenoe of the :rnternational·Trade Ot-eanization. (ITO), exoept for 

some whiql:l WQre ·more,_;par~ic\llarl;r. tlie o~cern of· .the International Civil 

Av1at;i~ Qt~~z(l;tion .. ·(J;CA-Q)., :the Ip;t~r~y~~enteJ. M~i~im,e Cpnsultative 

organization .(JMCO,l,; or-~ \f.orlci)l.eA,~.:th Organiz~tion (w;ao) •. However, the 

C~a~ion. re:co~?--~d .. ;t;hat. al+<\lpeQe .q~e~-tions·-wer~ .. ~osely r;elat~d a.n'cl 

t4at mo&t· of· them .. ~o~~ n<>i;_. }Je .. -e~ud1e.d ~ th adyantage by . c;ne- ·,of ~ . bodies 

mentioned .exclu$~v:e1f .. ' .. ~, _f~qt_. ;tha.t .~'t;he, IT_() hfld: not ._y$t J'ome into ;existence 

offered a difficulty. The Commission recommended the.Eo~~io:~d-S.ooial 

Courio11 to the Seoretary-GenerSl to transmit to the.Me~b~~~ .of th~ -U~ited 
Nations ·the-~S~-oretar1at 1 a note- and the report of the ICC, and to invite the 

/Member.s 
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M~'~s of the United Nations to transmit their views 'on the twelve recommenda-. ' ~ ' . ' ' ' ' - ' .. 
tiona of the ICC. The Council subsequently approved t}l~ proposal, 

At ita fourth session the Oommi~aion took notice of a note by 

the Secretary-General (E/CN!2/79 and Corr~l, and E/CN,2/79/Add.l·4) which 

contained the rap:iea received from Members~/!-:· This ®cUtr1ent also oontairied a 

new resoluit:ln on "Invisible Barriere to Trade and Travel'', adopted by the· · 
.. 

ICC at ita Congress held at Quebec 1n June 1949, which suggested· a scheme:· foi:' 

removing by taking action at national as well as international levels a 
numb?r of barriers including those due to doeum~tary reqUirements end·, ooni3Ufai' 

formalities. 

Members ':Ot the"cmnmiesion were ~ substan:tial ·asreement with the 

recommendations of the ICC contained. in .the Montreux resolution on barriers to 
' ' ' "• i 

the international transport of goods. The n:.embers were unable to concur 

in toto wi:th. the resolutiPll. of the .Congress of· .. Quebec. They were .of, the -.........- ' ... ·' ' . . " 

opinion tha~. as all the recommendations oonc~rn~d proble~ which. h~d a trad~ ' 
' • ,' L < ' ' ~ •' ' ' ' • " ' ' ' < 

aspeot, inte~at.1ona~ _13.otion .for deal~g with . the.ee probleJJlEf would primarily.· tt4t · ... . . . . . . '• 

a matter for the International Trade Organizati~. ~d~ the·ass~ption 

of its du~_~e~ bY. t}lia. organiz~ti<m, it was ~elt, t})at .the Commission might -. . .. '• . ' . 
recommend .:the. Economic, BAd. S,ooi~l Council t.o. inv.i te ~vernm~nts.- to ·take national' 

v • • ••• • ' •, ' : • 

action oonsist~nt with the .Pl'inciples ot the Ravena Cne.rter .w1't;h a view 'J;o· · 
' .· . \ : ..... ! .. ' ··. . . . . ' ' . 

reJ,Iloving parriers. :t,o ~ije 1.nternational tranel>o~t _of goods. ·Qn-.12 July-1950, .. ;.· . '. . . ' . . ,• ' " 

dnring it~ ~leveD;th. !:leJ3.a,ion,. t~.~ Economic and. Social Co.uno+l ad.Qpted the .. . .. . 
draft reso~~~io~ I>r<?Po.?ed,by _the, .O.~~ss1Qn, a~P.,ing a final paragraphi. The. 
Council's resolution reads ~a follows~ 

-' ' ' •' • f I ~ I >, • I 

"The Economic ~nd.So~ial Council, . .. 
, Not in~ .th~ etate~ent of, the Transport and C9mmu,nioationE1 

Commission in.its resolution 4 A that direct·tnternational ao~ion . .;· ': . .· . ' - ' . ' . ' . . ' . . . ~ . . . 
~ith respect to the problom.of .bar~iers to. the international. · ... \'' ·. . ' . . . . . . . 
tr,~s po~~ . ~.f goods, .. s~ch as . ~he . ooq.v~p.ing of a oontarenc.e, eannot .. 

'Qe. ~der~~en. immediat~ly, s~n<fe ._the .lilt.~l'lla~iQnal Trade organization·, 
' . ' . .. . ' . 

. _. . w1~~ii1_,whoe~: c_~pet~~.~~. th.~. ~t~,I' "!OJo\id primarily. ,f~ll, hae not. 

_started funo~ion1ng,. 

/'!Urges 

The replieS'received after the COIIll!liseion's·seesion were published 1n 
documents E/CN.2/79/Add.5·10. · 



WOrcea the Members of.the United Nations and all other interested 

G9're:-n':':lcnts, bearing in mind a~l poaeible 1ntf.'r$3sta, to continue 

consid.eration of national met;Laurea consistent lrith the prineipleo of the 

Charter of the International Trade Organization for the simplifi~ation 

of c11st~ and. related :t'ormalitiee constituting barriers to the 

international transport of goods; and 

"Requests the Secretary-General to bring this resolution to the 

notice of the Interim Commission of the International Trade 

Organization." . 
In pnrsuanoe of the last paragraph of this resolution the Secretary• 

General requested the Executive Soorotary of the Interim Commission of the 
International T7-"&cl.e organization to brine the Economic end Social Council 
resolution to the Commission's notice, G.Dd at the same time transmitted to him 

the document (E/CN.2/79) dealing with ttlis question. 

During the discuosion of barriers to the international transport. of 

goods, the Commission alae noted with satisfaction that annex 9 of the ICAO 

Convention on international civil aviation, (Chicago 1944) entitled "Standards 
end Recommended Practices on the Facilitation of Air Transport", had oome into 

force as of l September 191~9. This annex deale with barriers to the inte~ationa.l. 

transport not only of goods but also of passengers, The Commission considered 

that it would be advisable to t~ge Governments to take whatever action was 

necessary as soon as possible to apply these standards and recommended practices 

and to eliminate as many deviations as possible at an early date. The 

Commission adopted a resolution to this effect. 
At its eleventh session, on 12 July 1950, the Economio and Social 

Council adopted the following draft resolution submitted by the Commission: 

"The E~onom:l.o and Social Council 

"Decides to convey to the Council of the International Civil 

Aviati'Oll organization ita satisfaction at and approval of the 

initiative demonstrated by that Organization and the results so far 

attained 1n allev.iating the barriers to international transport by · 

air; and 

/"Urges 
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· -"~rges all·Government~·t~ take whate~er further action is 

necessary to applY as·soon a8 possible wh~re~er feasible ICAO's 

Standards and Recommended· Practices·· on the Fa:oilitat+on of International 
' '. 

Air Transport; to eliminate a~ many· deviations as possible at an 

early date; ·and with regard to those· deviations ~h.ioh._o'ann.ot be 

eliminated. immediately to continue working together thrOUgh ICAO 

so as to find a basis 'tor 'eventual full agreement." 

The Secretary-General o~icated'th~ two Eoonam~c and Social 

Council resolutions reproduced above to Governments, 

He· also communicated to the Secretary~eneral of ICAO the text of 

the Council's reso1ut1on relating to the·aation t~ken by ICAO, 

The Egyptim1 Government, in acknoWledging receipt of the S~cretary• 

General'S o·ommunioation, added that "the ~ovisions Of AnneX 9 of the IIlterna:l;~ . .• -· 

Civil Aviation Treaty, with the· exa~ion of a few minor reservations submitted 

by the Departments of Customs, Passports and Quarantines, are. already in, 

~roe since 1 March 1940. These reservations have been duly oommunioat~d to. the 

.ternational Civil Aviation orr,anization at Montreal._ It may. be useful to ·. ·· ,,,· 

indicate that the Department of Civial Aviation, with the collaboration o~ th~.· . . ' ' . ' 

aforementioned Departments, is rendering every poss:i,ble a~s1et~ce 'to facilitate 

·the air transportation of passengers' goods and mail, It 

Any other similar COllllllents by Governments receive~ -b~ . the Secr~tariat 

"before the opening of the ·commission's session will be communicated to tlie. 

Cotnmisaion in an addenCl\.tm to this document. 

II. WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
AND NON-GOVERM-1ENTAL ORGANIZATIONS SINCE THE 

LAST SESSION OF.THE COMMISSION 

Eoonomio Commission for ~trope (ECE} 

On 15 March 1950 the Sub-committee on Rail Transport of the 

Inland Transport Committee of ECE adopted a' resolution!/ eontemplatin~·the 
calling of "two meetings of Government representatives, assisted by qualified 

experts to study the question of simplifying· :rrontier<f'ormalitieo, one of the . 

meetings to deal with passenger problems and the other, with goods problems". 

/In this 

!J Document E/ECE/TRANS/214 
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In t~is resolution the Sub-Committee also instructed the Executive Secretary 

to "~ompletc his documentation":and noted the studies being conducted by 

the I~ternatione:l Union of Railway-s. 

At the sixth session of the Inland Transport Committee (Geneva, 

19-22 Sc0t~mbor 1950) it was agreed!/ that the questicnof Customs formalities 

ln res"!)e~t of perioha'tle foodstuffs vould be referred to the Group of Experts 

on Frontier Formalities. 

The first meeting to deal with the simplification of frontier 

f<"I'l!lalities with respect to goods. is to open in Geneva on 8 January 1951. 

J<'rld. He~ ('r.'%lr.~~,~,(W£l0) . 

. WUO has continued to work on the drafting of the International Sanitary 

Regulations, :with annexes .dealing with tha ·sanitary control of the pilgrim 

traffi., and the sanitary stand.ard.a t'qr ·Dilip& and· aircraft engaged in that 

traffic. The Expert Commi.ttee-. .Jn ....... \~.:1. Epidemiology and Quarantine of 

WHO continued to. study this .qu•i)ton•t tta third session held at Geneva from 

9 :to:·l.8 October 1950 •. The· Re~tS<:Ge U$ to; be submitted for adoption to 

the fo\~th session of the WHO Assembly which is scheduled to open at Geneva on 

'l M:l.y 1951. It is planned that the Regulations will come into · force one 

ye~~ ·after their adoption by the AasemblJ. 

· The Commission will recall that, eo far as passenger traffio is 

CN,cerned, it is the object of WHO to ensure "the ~imum security against 

: •• 4-~rnational tranemission of diseases with the minimum interference with 

'i 'r::i traffic." 

l~_ic-'!'nntional Ci~·il Aviation 0£~1z~tion ( ICAO) 

. .f.t its fo~tl~ .~eeaion {Montreal, May-June 1950) the ICAO Assembly 

adopted a resolution on "Implementation of Annex 9 -- 'Standards And Recommended . . . 

Practice~~ ... ·or the Fa-Qil1tat1on of Dlternational Air Tra.neport 0 'to the Convention 
: . '· . 

on Internationa.l Ct:·i~. ~viation (Chica.f3o, 1944). This resolution reads as 

follows: 

II 
~ ........ '• .. . 

. "Npt~ns. that ~:of 1 March 1950 there .existed a. substantial 

number of deviations with respect to these Standards and Recommended 

Practices; /"1. Requests 

17' ·-• Document E/ECE/TRANS/246 
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"1. ~questa Contradiang Statba concerned, in the true interests 

of inf-.::''~latiomil aiation, to endeavour to remove these deviations 

as rapidly as practicable and to tmplement Annex 9 to the utmost of 

their ability; 
11 2 .. l!r~ CotJ.tra.cting States to take all steps necessary to 

'br:!.:113 to t~1e attention of the interested departments of their 

GoverDillents the importance of making national laws and practices 

·conform to the provisions set forth in Annex 9, having in mind .Pe.rtiou­

larly the two aspects of the Standards, first, those requiring 

Gt!"1tos not to im11ose more than certain maximum requirements in the 

way of paper work, re~triotions upon th~ freedom of movement, and 

the like;. and second, those requ~ing States to prov~de oerta1n 

minimUm fae!l:t t'iee, e. s. for passengers and freightr 

"3. !?!_.S.1·;s t~ atte~tion of all Contracting ~tates, as a 

means of aohiev ing this· end, (a) 'to the· s~coesa ful resul ~a attained 

by a ·number of Co~tra.oting State's through the creation of Fa.o$.11 tatio~ 
Committeoofor the purpose of_ co~ordinating effor~s to impleme~t 

'Annex 9; and (b) to the desirability of taking all poss.ible .. advantage 

of favourable circumstances prevailing withtn ·certain regions or along 
' ' •' - I 

specific routes in order to tmprove and further existing methode 

of facilito.tiori; ••• " 

2 . ..t~ =~~l:.S'~~~t!__Qhamber of Cmnmeroe , (ICC 2 
At its 45th session (Paris, 9 October 1950),. the.:Executive Canmittee 

of the ICC ad.opted. a renolution. on the "Suppression of Barriers to International 

Air Transport1', the text 'or which was tranf!mitted to the Secretary-General of 
' ,' . ' ' 

the United Nations for communio~tion to the Transpor~ and Communications 

Commia.si~n (E/C~.2/NG0/4, dated 12 Deo~mber 1950 which: has already been 

circulated to the members of the Commission). In this resolution the ICC 

protests against the mtut1pl1city of administrative formalities which are 

preventing air transport from benefiting fully from te?~ical a9-vanoea. It 

recommends that Annex 9 to. the Conyention on Inter~ational.Civil Aviation 

should be implemented by all eountries at the earliest practicable date. 

------




