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1. OPENING OF SESSION AND SPEECH OF WELCOME BY THE MINISTER FOR HYGIENE

AND SOCIAL WELFARE OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 5

His Excellericy Mr. BAYIZIT, Minister for Hygiens and Sob'ﬁi'we'ifaru ,-
of the Republic of Turkey, declsring open the session of the Ad hog :
Camittee of the Principal Opium-Producing Countries, welcamed
representatﬁrba on behalf of the Gévernment of Turkey, and empha.s izea i
that, despite its apparently economic’character, the work of the
Conmitteé could not fail to have wide humanitarian repercussions.

_He'recwlled that, in their efforts to relieve mankind of the
miseries ésused ¥y the non-medical vse of opimn; civilized countries
had found it nhecessary, ever since 1912, to conclude agreements and
conventicns for the international céntrol of thé export, impost, and
even the distribution of oplim and cther dangerous drugs: those
instruments had been progressively revised wheréver éxperi‘enée’ -’Ii’zald v

K i

revealed weaknesses in them. y :

,  However, despite the limitations and restrictions prescribed 'by
such international tréaties, drugs capable of prbducing a,ddictiqn
were :st111 at their work of destruction, which Fect provided amplé
Justification for' meXing & findl Yevision of existing conventions.
That might bé ‘achfeved at ‘the ‘donference for ‘the simplification of o
the rélevant existing internntional’ ins'brwnenta which 1t wa.s pmdposed
to convens ‘&t -a 'later date.. ja ol e

" He emiphasized how lumentable it was that opium, a su’bstance which
for thousands of yéars-had helped to-relieve: “the’ physical sufferings of
mankind, should: continne to bé put’ to huniliating and degrading uvees.

Expressing. thHe firm gonvictiofi’ that fnternationsl measiwes to <
abolish +that: scourge; whish wal sapping the hezlth and moral of
millions of mman beings; would be undertaken'1h' the near future
under tie negis of the Ecohémic‘and Social Counoll, he sald that it
vas certain that the work of the Ad hot Committée would contribute in
large measure to the success of future conferences which would have to
deal with'that grave §odial’ pro‘blem. He Wished the ‘Committes evea‘y

success in its Iabm)rs. RERAEE

2, ELECTION OF CHATPMAN, (Item 2.of the Aaenda) e 54 i8]

re

Mr. KRASOVEC, Chaivman of the Commission oml(&rcot:lc Iinigs
thenked the Minister 'for Hyaiene and S¢cial Welfave for his
' cardial welcoms;: =nd £o5 'thé Flattering remaris We had made |
concerning the work a’.lreédy can'ied oﬁ‘b “in tha fialq of the
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internationsl control of narcotics by the Economic and Social Council .and
its Camission on Narcotic Drugs. g

The Minister had rightly implied that the results of the work of
the Ad hoc Committee would form the foundation for all future work in
that field. He could assure the Minister that all the Governments
represented at the session, and the Ad hoc Committee as a whole, were
fully conscious of their responsibilities irn the matter.

He wished also to say, with the greatest pleasure that, as the
result of Jjoint consultatioris between all representstives of producing
countries present, the latter had authorized him to announce that
it was their unanimous desire that His Excellency Mr. Ali Tarhan should
preside over the Committes's deliberations. : P

Hb therefore declared Mr, Tarhan unanimously elected: Cheirman.

His Excellency Mr. Ali Terhan took the Chair.

3.. CHAIRMAN'S OPENING ADDRFSS

The Chaiman, thanking the Committee for the honour it had done
him, vecalled that the Committee had been set up, in pursuence of the
decision taken on & July 1949 by the Economic and Social Council at
1ts ninth session in Geneva, to "consider the possibilities of renching
an interim aa&'eemen’c for limiting the production of raw opium to medical
and scientific needs", s task which had been defined in préctically the
same words as long ago as the meeting of the Shanghai Committee in 1909.

He proceeded to review the historical background of the queéstion,
mentioning th¢ preparatory measures for convening a conference,
te deal with the problem taken in 1931 by the Council and Assembly
of the League of Nations, and the opinions expressed in 1936 by the
Advisory Committee on the Traffic in Opium and other Dangerous Drugs |
of"f{':}{é League of Nations, as to the urgent necessity for taking steps
to enstre adequate control of the cultivation of the opiim poppy and
~ the production of raw opiwm. : : A

‘During the recent war, the Govermment of the United States of
America hed addressed notes to opium producing countries, in which it
hed put forward proposals for promoting the conclusion of an
internationsl agreement for limitiné the -production of opium.

Shortly af‘ber ‘thé United Nations had taken over the powers and
functions previausl,y exercised by the League of Nations in
fields of the international contrél of navcotics, the Ecopomic
and Social Couneil, at 1ts fourth session, had recognized the
‘urgency of the problem. In implementation of the decision then
‘ /taken, the
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taken, the Secretary-Genersl of the United Nati‘ons had addreémsged: i
3 cuestionnaire to the ‘countries concerned requesting them.to .
provide statistics s in some detail relating to the production of.
raw opiumi” - ¢ ; Sl it . ¥
Since that time, the "problem had assumed over increasing: -
importance 4n-the discussions: in -the Commission on Nareotié Druga g
and the Eéonomic &nd :Soétal Council. - Thus , it Had come in time .
to be eéxplicitly menfiofied 41 the Resolution on the Simplificatson:
of Existing Internstional Instruments on Narcotic Drugs (159.(V¥II)-.II - D)
adopted by thé Council dn 3 August 1'9’48 which concluded with:the <
- following passage: bt A . TSR

"This single:convention shzll replace the above—mentioned
instryments relating to narcctic druge and also include .
provieions Por the limitation of the praduction of narcbtié
raw materials.” s .

" Finally, he would @raw attention toithe special resolution
adop‘bed by the Councilion 3 Augist 1948 (159 (vn) II - E) which read:
' "PHE "ECONOMIC AND: SOCIAL' COUNCIL: . S ;
- REQUESTS' £he ‘BécretarysGeneral:

1. To initiate studies and enguiries on the desira‘bility op’
convening a.conference of the opium-producing countries and of
countries using opium in the menufacture’ of drugs for medical
and scientific needs for the purpose of reaching. an interim -

odity agreement, J.imiting the production and export of
opium to these needs, , pending ‘the adoption of an international
convention:on: the:ldmitation of raw materials used in the

}ggqufaptnre gf nargptic {.lrugs o L

8. To submit the results of these studies and enguiries to
the next sedsion oOf the Comtission’ én Narcotic Drugs." -

In accordance with the above reques’c , the Secretary-General
had ‘duly proviaea the Cammission tn Ne¥éotic Druge with the
necessary docmentation‘ The C&misei‘bn, after a thorough study
of the ‘problem, had decided o eﬁt ufp dBub -Committee 5 composéd of
the representatived of ‘Tdta,  Tran, Tirkey, ‘the Union of Soviet
Sacialist Republics and Yugoslavia, to consider the d"esira'bility
of convening the proposed conference and to report back,

The meetings of the Su’b—Cmmnittee nad been attended by ;
repreunbativee of a1l the countries menticmed except “thée . '
Soviet Union, and: had” ‘med\ﬂ‘.tad dh mndﬁ&w agréemen:h a8 .50 t;he

B %t il s iy 55 3 Nl t : : AR a8 £
: 5 o PR ‘
sl S TR £ o T el RESE ek kS

[/des irability of



E/CN.T/AC.1/SR.1.
Page 6

desirability of reaching an interim agreement for limiting the
production and export of raw opium to medical and scientific
needs. 2.5

In 1its report, the Sub-Cammittee had proposed that sn
Ad hoc Camnittee be set up, composed of representatives of the
principal opium-producing countries, namely, Indis, Iran,

Turkey, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia.

It had further stapted that that Conmittee should meet as soon

as possible during 1949: it had also defined its terms of :
reference and had made suégestions as to subjects which the 3
Ad hoc Committee might usefully consider.

The Sub-Committee had also recognized that the clbse
collaboration of the manufacturihg countries was indispensabie’
to the success of the proposed agreement. .

The Connnissglon on Narcotic Druges had decidéd to incorporate
the recommendatlons of thé Sub-Commitiee in its Report to the h
Economic and Social Council on its fourth session. Su’bseqﬁen‘cly,
the Council in turn hed adopted the resolution he had mentioned
at the beginning of his speech. - !

Such was the hiatorical background of the task confronting
the Conmittee, . 21

He then welcomed individually representatives of the
Governments of the producing countries, their alterna'bes and
advisers; the c‘bserva::"s fcr other members of t,he Commission on
Narcotic Drugs; the Chairman of the Canmission; and members of
the Committee Secretariat. ' \ e '

He concluded by expressing the hope that the Conmi ttes, would
prove successful in its delicate and difficult task,‘ on the
outcame of which depended the whole_ future of the strict and
effective international cqntro‘l of dangerous drugs. '

h, FROGRAMME OF WORK ' '

On the proposal of the CHATIRMAN, :

the Committee decided to defer con_sidere.tim end_adoption
of its egenda (item 1 of the agends) until the next meeting.

On the further proposals of the CHAIRMAN,

the Conmittee decided to meet each day, except, in pri 1213,
on Saturdays and Sundays, fram 10.30 z.m. to 12.30 p.m. and
from 3 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.

/The CHAIRMAN
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