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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Working Party on Statistics for Social Programmes at its first meeting

recognized that most household surveys inevitably extend {0 more than one

subject and that the Working Party could make a useful contribution by

developing a handbook of houschecld surveys, based on techaical contributions

from the various agencies. As reguested by the Working Farty the United Naticns

Statistical Office prepared a draft outline of purposz andé nelure ol contents
for the handbook and sent 1t to the members of the Workinz Party for their
comments and suggestions. This memorandum incorporates suggestions received to

date.

2. The usefulness of sample surveys has been stressed by the Statistical

Commission on many occasions and the feasibility of such surveys has been

demonstrated by the experience of many countries and projects sponsored by the
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United Nations and the specialized agencies as reported in several documents.lf
Samrle surveys can be used to collect information on almost every aspect of
living conditions, social-and economic environment and human behaviour. The
purpose of household inquiries and the general features of such inquiries were
examincd by a Vorking Group of Experts on Family Living Studies convened by the
ILO in 1055.%
5. Two factors amongst those behind the current interest in family living
studies chould be mentioned in particular:
(a) The household or family ratker than the firm or some administrative
unit is the rnatural unit for collecting many statistics for - social
programmes, particularly those used for eveluating needs and the
satisfaction of needs. Therefore the aiiention focussed on statisties
for sceial purposes is relflected in interest in the methods used to collect
these statistics.
(b) Efforts for the improvement of statistics in less developed countries
must take account of the fact that the household is in manj cases the
producing as well as the consuming unit, so that again the household
recomes the natural unit for collecting economic or output stetistics as
well as "social"”. |
. The purposes of the handbook will be to set forth the major topics that
might Ve included in multi-subject surveys, the definitione, concepts and

approaches to te used and the major questions to be answerad by household surveys..

;/ United Nations, Department of Social Affairs, Enquiries into Household
Standards of Living in Less-Developed Areas, ST/SOA;l, € July 1950,
Sales No. 1950.IV.T.
United Naticns Statistical Office, Sample Surveys of Current Interest
(Sixth Report). 3T/STAT/SER.C/7, July 1955.
International Labour- Office, Report of the Working Group of Experts om
Family Living Studies, Doc. FL/20, Gereva, 1955.
Statistical Commission and Economic Commission for RBurope, Social Research
through Fawily Living Studies {Discussion paper prepared by International
Labour Office), Doc. Conf.Eur.Stats/23/Add.1, 13 June 1956.
Food and Agriculture COrganization, Review of Food Consumption Surveys.

g/ 1.0, Repcrt of the Vorking Group cf Experts on Family Living Studies,
Docurxent FL/20, Geneva, 1955.
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The handbook will not deal with either the guestion of sample desizn (& subject
on which a separate manual will be issued this year under the title A Shori
Manuel on Sampling - Elemeats of Sample Suivay Thcogi) or data processirg (on

wnich a series of methodological studies has been issued), and will be restricted

to surveys in which the "private houschold" is a tasic sampling unit.

5+ In view of the fact ‘hat a household survey operation gensrally includes
several torics but that the coliection of data, by household interviewers, is
usually entrusted to cnly oae agency, the Working Party decidsd that the handbook
should include technical material preparcd by spzcialists regarding ezch toric,
for use by ell concerned with househoid surveys. It will nct bz the purpose of
the handbook to promote a single, urifcorm international insuiry, since rarely,

if ever, could all the topics to be included in tihe nandboonk be coverad in a single
household survey operation, nor is it to include an exheustiva description of
specialized surveys such as dietary surveys, labour forece sucvoys, etec. Instead,
it is intended that those undertaking a multi-subject household survey may

choose amoag the topies included in the handbook a3 many es are suitable to the
needs and circumstances, but that the concepts used will bo esuvbstantially the same
in all the cases in which the same topic is ineluded. Thus, for example, the
definition of a private housekhold might bte the same whethzor the infcrwation is
collected on housing, morbidity or other subjects.

II. TOPICS TO EE INCLUDED

6. The major topics indicated below are tentativz and are listzd in an
arbitrary order. Information on some of ths subjects is ncrmslly collectzd by
elther a universal census enumeration or could be collected by wetheds olher
than a census or household survey. No efforti hes hecen mede et this stege to
indicate the items which might be collected by household surveys more
appropriately than by other methcds. The handbook would set forth the basic
questions to be answered by stetisticel data conceruing each topicz, the units of
observation applicable in each case, the besic clasciiicetions and the final
tabulations that would be desirable under gereral ccnditions. IL possible the

hendbookx would include information which might be considered necersary in
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designing the sample such as relative frequencies, typical ﬁistributions, etc.
Appropriate methods of interviewing applicable to each topic and the treatment of
non-sampling errors would alsc be explored in the handtook.
T. Below i5 a 1ist of the mazjor topics that might be included in the
handbook: '

(a) Introduction

(v) Demographic characteristics

(¢) ‘FHealth conditions

(d) Tood consumption end nutriticn

(e) Education

(f) Eumployment

(g) Housing

(h) Social Security

(i) Income

(J) FExpenditure, savings and invesiments

(k) Economic activities of the household

(1) Household facilities
It is expected that draft texts of the contents of the handbock, prepared by
the agencies concernsd will be available for discussion af.the mezting of tﬁe

Working Party in 1960.

IIT. OSTATISTICAL ORGANIZATION FOR HOUSEHCLD SURVEYS

8. The handbock might also ecntain a chapter on the various types of
organizations which the countries have adopted for taking houselinld surveys. The
experience of a few selected countries might te used in preparing this ahapter.
For example, the National Sample Survey of India, the Health Survey in the United
Otates, the Social Survey of Japan and the ad hoc arrangements made in séveral
ECAFY and African countries for taking surveys might provide the background
informetion for a discussion of the statistiesl crgsnization for household
surveys . _

Q. The needs of important government agencies such as the Central Planning
Offices, the Ministrias of Health, Education and Economy and the requirements

of university research institutes would also need to be considered in discussing

/...
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the types »f statistical organization for household surveys that would suit
their needs. But the availability of trained and expert personnel on sampling
design, methods of interviewing and data processing in general would be z key
fector in deciding about the statistical c-genization for sampling surveys.
The handbock might elaborate on the tasic factors to be considered in adeopting
a statlstlcal organization.





