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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Working Pa rty on Statistics f or Social Prog~ammcs at its first meeting 

recognized that most household surveys inevitably extend. t o more t hz.n one 

subject and t hat the Working Party could make a usefttl coo.tribution by 

developing a handbook of household survey&, based on tec~ica~ contr~butions 

from the various agencioes. As requested by the Working Fa:..·ty the United Nations 

Statistical Office prepared a draft outline of purposa and natura oZ contents 

f or the handbook and sent it to the me~bers of the Worki~~ Party fer their 

comments and suggestions. This memorandum incorporatli!s sugG~stions received to 

date. 

2 . The usefulness of sample surveys has been stressed by the Statistical 

Commission on many occas ions and th~ feasibility of such surveys has been 

demonstrated by the exper.ience of many countries and projects sponsored by the 
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United Nations and th~ · spP.cialized agencies aA renort~d in several documents.!! 

Sarnr,le surveys can be used t o collect information on almost every aspect of 

living conditions, social · ~nd economic environment an~ human behaviour. The 

purpose of h01.1sehold inq_uiries snd the general f eatures of such inquiries were 

examined by a '\-lo r ki ng (;.rou.p of Experts on Family Living Studies convened by· the 

ILO in l955 ·g_/ 

). Two f actors amongst those behind the current interP.at in family living 

studiP.s should b.,, mentioned in particular: 

(a) The household or family rather than the firm or some arlministrative 

unit is the natural unit for collecting many statistics for ·social 

programrnes , particularly those used for evaluating needs and the 

satisfaction of needs. Therefore the attention f ocus3ed on statistics 

for social purposes is reflected in int erest i n the Kethods used to collect 

t hese statisti cs . 

(b) Efforts for the improvement of statistics in less developed countri es 

must t ake account of the fact t hat t he household is in many cases the 

producing as well as the consuming unit, so tha t aga in the household 

1:-ecomes tbe natural unit for collecting economic or output ste.tistics as 

well as 11 social". 

4. The purposes of the hanC!.book •rill be to set forth t he major topics that 

might ~e inclu1ed in multi -subject surveys, th9 definitions , concepts and 

approaches to be used and the major questions to be answered by household surveys . 

Unit ed Nations, Department of Social Affairs, Enquiries int9 Household 
Stendards of Living in Less -Developed Areas_, ST/SOA; l , 6 July 1950, 
Sales No . 195o . rv .7. 
United Naticns Stati.stical Office, ~ample Surve;vs of Current Interest 
(Sixth Report) . ST/STAT/SER .C/ 7, July 1955 . 
Int ernational Labour. Office , Repo:..·t of the H'orking Group of Expe:rts on 
Family Living Studies , Doc . FL/ 20, Geceva, 1955 · 
St at istical Commission and Economic Commission f or Europe , Social Research 
thrcu~h Famil;v Living Stt•dies (Discu::: sion paper prepared by International 
Labour Office) , Doc . Conf.Eur .Stats i 43 /Add.l, 13 June 1956. 
Food and Agricult ure Orge.nization, Rev-ic;,., of FooC:. Consumption Surve;vs . 

ILO, Report of the Horking Gro11p cf._Experts on Famil_y_ Living Studies , 
Document FL/20, Geneva, 1955· 

; ... 



E/ CN .;/271 
English 
Page 3 

The handbook will not deal with either the ~uestion of sample design (a subject 

on which a separate manual will be i ssued this year under the title A Sb~ 

~.1 on SampHQ£: - EJ.emeilts of Ssm£le Sur·;.3y T.hcoEX..) or data proce Esir.g (on 

which a series of methodological studies h$3.S ba::-n i ssued) , and will be restricted 

to surveys in which t he 11E:S:l.vate ho,lseh_.,J d" is a basi c s ampling unit . 

5· In view of the fact tbat a household survey operation gen9ra:ly incl~des 

several topics but t hat the collection of ~ata, by household intervieve r s, is 

usuaHy entrust ed to cnly on~ ager.cy, the Working Party decide d t l1s.t the han1book 

should include technical material prepared by sp':lciaJ.ists r agarding e .:-.ch to!_jic, 

for use by all concerned wi til household sur·ve;rs. It. will net ba the p,_~rpose of 

the handbook to :r-ron:ote a single , ur..ifcrm inte:-nat:i.onal i~~\i.'.li:>.·;r, sinc·e rarely, 

if ever, could all the topi cs to be includc:i i ::l t~u= :-:1a~'l~.':iv•.J:t be coverad in a single 

household survey operation, nor is it t o inclu.~e an CA..'l').a>J~stiva description of 

specialized surveys such as dietary surveys, labour force surv·Dys 1 etc. Instead, 

1 t is intencl.ed that those undertaking a mul t.i - subject ho~r;r::ho!.d survey may 

choose a'lloag the topics included :!.n the hanC.boo?. 83 m:r~y es a::-e suitable to the 

needs and circumstar.ces, but that the concepts used ~ill b8 s~bs~a~tial~y t~e same 

in all the cases in which t he sam~ topic is incltt<l.cd . ?hu.s , f or ~x~.:~rp1e, the 

definition of a private ho'..lsehold. might be tee sar:te i·;hethcr the i:li'cr:-cation is 

collected on hou.stngJ morbidity or ot~er subjects. 

II . TOPICS TO BE Iliei.TJDE::) 

6. The major topics indicated ba:ow arc tentativ3 anc ar~ listBd in a~ 

arbitrary o:rdc r. Information on so:ne of the S1.lbjccts i.s norms.lly col!.cct~d by 

either a universal census cm.u:neration or could be collectr::<l by mathod.::: o-:har 

than a census or household surv-ey . No ef~!:'Jrt he.s 'bee!:"! madt:) a t t~is stage to 

indicate the items whicb might be collected by household survays mor e 

approp:-iatcly t han by othsr rr.~thods. The hanC.book ~wuld set :'ort!l th~ be.sic 

questions to be ans"t.'E:red by stn.tistical (1~;::~a con·~e!"u:: t~; <.!e.ch tc!_:>i~ , the tmi ts of 

observation applicable in each case, th.:: '.)2.sic clas ~i::: :!.::et:i'j~S a ::C. the f ina l 

tabulations that would be desirable under g.=:r..eral co:::ii tb!'.s . Ii' possible the 

handbook would inclu~e information wbich wight be conside~~d nec~r- sary in 
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designing the .sampl~ such ss r~lati Ye fre.qu~nci~s, typicfll rlistrib1,.1tions, etc. . . . . . : 

Appropriate methods of interviewing applicable to each topic and t he treatment of 

non -sampling errors · ;.rould alsc be l?.xplored in the handbook . 

7· Below iG a list of t he major topics that might 'be included in the 

handbook: 

( a) Introduction 

(b) Demographic characteristics 

(c) ·Health conditions 

( d) Food consumption ann nut rition 

(e) Education 

(f) Employment 

(g) Housing 

(h) . Social Security 

( i) Income 

(j) Expenditure ) savings ann investments 

( k) Economic act ivities of the household 

(l) Household facil ities 

It is ex-_f;ectedtbat draft text s of t he contents of t he handbook, prepared by 

t~e agencies concerned r,.rill be availa~le for discuss i on at. the meeting of the 

Worki ng Party i n 1960. 

III . STATISTICAL ORGANIZATION FOR l:lOt.:SF.JIOLD SURVEYS 

8. The handbook might also contain a chapter on the ·1arious ty:pes of 

organizations ,.,hich the countries have adopted for taking household surveys . The 

~xperience of a f8W selected countries might be used. in preparing this n:1apter. 

For example) t he National Sampl e Survey of India) the Health Survey in the United 

3ta tes ) the Social Survey of. Japan and t he ad ho~ arrangements made i n several 

ECA1'1!: anl"l. African countries for taki ng surveys might provide the background 

informe.Uon f or a discussion of the st$-tisticel crganization for household 

sur·.Jeys . 

9· The needs of import ant government agencies such as the Central Planning 

Offices , the Hinistries of Health, Education and Economy and the requirements 

of university research institutes Hould also need to be cons i dered in discussing 
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the types 0f statistical org~nization for household surveys ttat would suit 

their needs . But the availability of trained and eA.'J>ert personnel on sampling 

design, methods of interviewing and data process lng in general wo1;ld be a key 

factor in deciding about t he statistics~ c:ganizat ion for sampling surveys . 

The handbook miw1t elabor ate on the basic factors to be considered in adopting 

a statistical organization. 




