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This docwnent summarizes the '-rork done and the pro~ress made i n the field of 

demographic statistics during the past two years .1/ Activities during this period 

may be discussed under two principal headings: (I) demogrnphic statistics; 

(II) population registers. 

I. DEMOGrtAPHIC STATISTICS (including migration) 

A. Assembling, indexing: filing 

1 . The body of statistical knowledge of demographic conditions necessary f or 

studyint; population growth contin'..led to oe systematically J.eveloped and enlarged 

during 1958 and 1959. 

2. A rOUGh i ndication of the increase experienced in the amount of statistical 

data availab l e may be gained f rom a comparison of the geographic coverage of 

several series in 1948 and 1958. In 1940, time trends of popul at i on esti mates 

vere avail able for 128 geographic areas; by 1958 trends for 205 colli~tries and 

territories ''ere avai lable . Distributions of popula~ion by marita l status, age 

and sex 1-1ere available in 1948 for 45 areas; by 1958 the coverae;e had a lmost 

quadrupled to 175 . Births classified by age of mother were ta~ulated for 

y Except the 1960 Horld Census Programme vThich is reported in document 
E/CN.3/Z,6. 
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42 cot!ntries in 1948; by 1958, 97 countries coul~ provide these data. Similarly, 

desths by a3e and sex were a-vailable in 1948 for 63 areas; by 1958, coverage stood 

at 146 countries and terr:i t ories . 

2 . This ten-year sro\~h in scope and complexity has its oriein in the increased 

awareness of Governruents of the need for demographic statistics as ajds in 

econo;n:i.c a i.Kl social planninc; and in the st rengthening of statistical ser vices by 

traininc; and. c-::msulti nG· It; :r.ay be acoumed that still furtber improvements will 

be forthcoming . 

l ~ . The principal sou:::-ce of statistics on area, populat ion, births , deaths, foetal 

deaths, ~~rriage , divorce and mi~ration continued to be the questionnaires 

circulat ed annuall y to 246 countries and terr itories . T!1e secondary source is 

the se:des of official pu.blicatio.as on f~.le in the United Nations and other 

lib::..~aries. From t hese or:i.g:i.nated more than 75 sep~rate demographic statistical 

ser:i.es which h.ave continued to be Jnainta:i.n.ed currently for each reporting count ry 

and territory . 

5 . Statistics from 294 separate censuses of population taken betveen 1945 and 

1955· have been col lected, f iled and indexed; these cover t he 1-rhole range of 

demographic data requi red for planning and research, including inter alia 

distributions accordine t o persvnal c~eracteristics, fertility, educational level 

and economic characteri sti cs. 

6. In addition to census data, information from sample demographic surveys has 

als9 beer: assembled systematically. At the present time national surveys of this 

tsr~ h~ve ~een carried out in at least 12 countries and t err i tories; demographi c 

data from ·:;hese include population est imates by age and sex; fert:i.li ty 

dist ribut i ons , estimated birth and cleath rates and expectation of life values. 

7. Tir.te series of population estimates are maintained currently, includi ng both 

national total figures and distributions by age and sex, and by age ; sex and 

marital status . Current population estimates for natiooal capitals and cities 

having 100,000 or more inhabitants are also collected. 

8. Statistics of population movement, that is data on live births, deaths, foetal 

deaths, marriages and divorces originatine in the civil registration systems were 

also a ssembled, filed and indexed . Estimated birth and death rates derived from 

sample Gurvey s or f:-om analyses of consecutive census returns >rere also recorded 

for comparison with registered rett~ns . 
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9· Beginn:i ng in 1959 !"esponsibility ~or assembling statistics on international 

IJII,igratory mo-vements was t ::-an::;fen·erl f:com the International Le.bov.r Organisation 

t o the Statistical Office . Questio1u1aires were despatched in 1~59 to 171 countries 

sod ten·i tories and returns are being exaJ::ined cri ticolly, :1ot only to construct 

tabl.es for the 1959 ~er.tog:-:-au~lic Yearboo.l( but a l so to develop ideas fox· a re-..iision 

ot the ~uestlonnaire . 

B. Evaluation of 'Q_tal:: ty 

10. To provide improved tools for demographic resear..-:h, po!_)ulation and vital 

statistics are critica:_ly scrutinized on re:::eipt to iiscover 1iscr epar.cies and 

other aberrations 'llhi~h mieht impa~_r pi'Ol?er use of the f igu1·es . These are usually 

r esolved through lib~o~y resea~ch or correspondence. Discrepancies ~hi ch remain 

are explair,ed in footnotes to the t eble of tl:1e De.uographic Yearbool< and j.n the 

Technical notes; for the Month_ly Bulleti:.1 of Statistlr.s, qualifications are set 

forth in t he S~pplement . 

11. A ne\T feat'J.re introducerl in t he 1959 Derno.grapll.ic Yearbook is the use of italics 

to distincuish data characterizeC. as "unreliablett from that considered rJore or less 

"reli ablett. At its tenth session , the Populat ion Commission r equested "that 

consideration_~e given to differentia tine the data given in the Yeerboo}t e~cordi~ 

to their <..~e~ree of a ccuracy" (E/5207/Rev . l , para . 48). The use of italics to 

achieve t hi s diffe~entiation i s the sub j ect of experinentat~on i n the 1959 
~book; the establishing of a reliable and proper basis for the classification 

requires much more ~ork and i t ~s hoped that in s~bsequent issues, the 

diff erentiati on may be substantially ref ined . 

12. Popu.lati on estimates: In addition to the usua l qualifyinr; footnotes, the 

latest popul ation estimate in the Demographi c YE>arboolc is g iven a code 11hich 

describes the method by which the est:mate was constr ucted . A quality code for 

population estimates has been i ncluCeu in the Yearbook since the 1949-50 issue 

but the current version appeared ~irst i n the 1958 issue. A det ailed explanation 

of the nev code 1 s structure, t!le components of -v;hich are the type of base data , 

the method of t ime adjustment and an i ndication of t ii.e quality of each component, 

will be found in the text of the 1958 a nd. 1959 Demog::·ap:1 i c Yearboots . 
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13. As noted in paragraph 8, an attempt has been made in the 1959 Demographi c 

Yea!pook to extend t his eval uation technique to trends of population, with the 

i nt e,:t:i. -:>n of charact erizing ser ies as "reliable" or "u.creliable". The 

cl aE;;ification \-ras based essentially on t he code developed for the latest estimate, 

on the n:.1cunption t hat t he method of constructing a current estimate usually can 

be token as i ndi .:::ati ve of the method 

of this type are resistant to change. 

reliability have, f or t he first time, 

empl oyed in previous years, since procedures 

Estimates consider ed to be of questi onable 

been made more easily identifiable by 

being set i n i t alics. Further details on the method may be found i n the text to 

the 1959 Demogr aphic Yearbook.g/ 

14. Vital stat i sti cs : The evaluation of the reliability of vi tal statistics 

according to the completeness with. which vital events are registered, was 

int r oduced i n the 1951 Demographic Yearbook; i t bas been systemati cally refined 

and extended as addi tional inforwation became available. 

15 . I n general, the eval uation as "complete" or "incomplete" has refer r ed to the 

status of regi stration in the current year . On the asswnption that only in rare 

cases under special circumstances does r egistration compl eteness deteriorate, in 

the 1959 Demographic Yearbook, t he evaluation has been extended to t ime trends . 

Vital statistics judged to be less t han 90 per cent complete or of unknown 

complet eness are characterized as "unreliable" and to distinguish them readily, 

are set i n i t alics rather than roman type. I t is hoped that more definite 

the classificati on may be refined . 

. . c~ ., , . Dtssemi~tion of etatieti·cs 

.::.1~. Pu.blications: '!he chief' vehicl e for the dissemination of demographic 

T~~>&tietics is the Demographic Yeat·book - the eleventh issue o'f which is nov .in preef. 
~~\·' .,. . 
·~-:· \ 
.,~·,.._ . 

~<'. 'l.tll: special topic of' the Demographic Yearbooks is selected so a~ to precede by 
_;: . one· year the topic to be the subj ect o'f analysis in the Population Branch's 

Population Bulletin. Thus, the 1960 Demographic Yearbook will feature 
populsticn tre>lds and migr ati on stati stics (the latter tor the first time in the 
ser ies) vhile the 196o Population Bulleti n will be devoted to an anal ysis of 
natality statistics, the feature topi c of the 1959 Demographic Yearbook . 
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Pl ans f or each issue o~ the :::lemogr aphlc Yea:.bool~ are made in colla"toration with 

the PopL•.lation Branch of the Bureau of Social Affairs and ~lorld Health Organization 

i n order t hat t he needs of these servic:es may be met by the Demograp:1ic Year book .Y 

11. The ~ontents of t he Yearbook is ~laru!ed on a rotation basis i n such a way as 

to :provid~ detailed. coverage of eacr major demographic topi c epproximately each fifth 

year, and f i ve tables of interne.t ional migration stetistics cienni elly. By this 

techr.j.q_ue, historical ser:es of :po:>Ulation natality, mortal.i.ty, and nuptiality and 

divorca can be obta i ned by reference to t lle several voJ.~nes de·roted chiefly to the 

topic of interest. In addition, each voltune contains a nucleus of tables show..i.ng 

area , -popu:;_at ion and vi tal stntistics vl~lich are considered desirable on an annual 

basis. 

18 . 'E"le 1958 Demographic Yearbook •ras the first in tlle series2/ devoted to 

marria6e and divorce statistics. It contained 552 pages of st atistics on a rea, 

population, births, deaths and foeta l deaths t-lus t ab les showine marr:.age by age , 

and by previous mar:..ta~ status of bride and groom, as ,,ell as divorces by age, 

number of children i nvolved, duration of Jnar;:iage and ~o forth . A special text 

setting forth potential uses of man:iage and divorce statistics completed the 

vol ume. 

19. The 1959 i ssue is devoted to natality statistics, l ast ~eatured in the 1954 
volume. It will contain over 700 pages of deta iled natality statistics for the 

period 1~49 - 1958 as well as tables of ~igration statistics . 

20 . Population and "reliable 11 v i.tal statistics continue to be published in the 

Statisti cs::.. Year book, t he 1959 iss:1e containing one table sho,·ring population and 

area, one each of birth, death and infant mortality rates , and a s ummary t able of 
expectation- of- life values . 

2) The topics featured in the 11 issues are EIS f ollOHS : 
1948 First General demograp:1y 
1949 .. 50 Second Natality statistics 
1951 Third ~o~tality stat~stics 

1952 Fourth Population distribution 
1955 Fifth General democra.phy 
1954 Sixth Nata~ity statistics 
1955 Ssventh Populat ion censuses 
1956 Eighth Ethnic and ecor.omi.c characteristics of population 
195'7 Ninth M01·tality statistics 
1958 Tenth Marriase an<.l divorce statistics 
1959 Eleventh Natality statistics 
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21. Annual data on population, births J deaths and infant mortality, continue to 

be published ~uarterly in the f~pul~tion and Vital Statisti cs Report . This Repgft 

cou.tains curreut data for every country and territor y in the world (s ome 225 

separate entit~es) as well as estimates of world and continental aggregat es. I t 

is issueQ as of the first dey of Januar.y, Apri1, July and October . 

22. Annual popt.:.lation estimates together wi th annual and monthly bir thJ death, 

and marrie.ge rates are published in the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics . Bet ween 

January 1956 and January 1959, the coverage of the populat5.on series increased 

from 100 to 120 areas, while that for birtn and death rates went from 50 to 59 and 

for marri age rates from 43 to 50. Since t3ey are annual data published routinely 

in t !le D~grap.hic Yf!:~:t:book, infant mortality rates wer e omitted from t he Monthl.y: 

BulJet )n of Stutist lcs be5inning Octoter 1958. 
23. Unp~~lished data: 'rhe cat a cards and the Demographic Yearboo~ questionnaire 

f'i les continue to serve as a r ef erence centre for international demographic 

statistics. During 1958 and 1959 special tables were prepared or tabulations 

revie\-Ted and revise<i for several major publica·tions of the United Nations and 

various goverw~ental, intergovernmental and research or ganizations . To eliminate 

duplicate requests to Governments , some 21 100 separate t ables from t~e 1959 
Demographic Yearbook qu.estionna:!.res were distributed in 1959 to the World Health 

Orgunization, t he Food and Agricult~ral Organization, the I nternational Labour 

Organisation, the United Nations Educational , Scientific and Cultural Organization, 

t he Pan American Sanitary Bll:'eau and t J1e Economic Commission for Africa . 

D. Promotion of developme~t and use 

24. A progress r eport on the promotion of devel opment of population census 

statist ics duri ng 1958 and 1959 has been present ed in document E/CN. ?J/276. 

Technical assistance given in the fielQ of vi tal statistics during this period is 

set forth in t he review of international statistics {E/ CN.3/ 263) . Other activities 

which have been developed ~uring 1958 and 1959 but which will mature in 196o 
include three lThich may be of special interest to the Commission. 

25. India: First of the 1960 projects is a Seminar on Eval uation and Utilization 

of Population Census Data i n Asia and the Far East which i s s cheduled to convene 

i n Bombay, I ndia f r om 20 June to 8 July 1960. 
I ... 
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26. This Seminar is belng organized under the joint sponsorship of the United 

Nations Department of Econo~c and Social Affairs, the Economic Commission for 

Asia and the Far East and the Government of Indi a . It is being carried out on 

behal f of the Un:i.ted Nations and t he Government of I ndia by the Demographic 

Training and Research Centre in Chembur, Bombay, India. 

27. Lil~e its counterpart held in Santi ago, Chile i n 1959 (see E/CN. 3/ 276 ant\ 

E/CN. )/263) this Seminar is designed to provide assistance to countries of the 

regi on i n the utilization of 1960 population census results, particularly in 

connexion -vri th plarmiog for economi c and social development and the formulation 

of policies related to such plans. It will also concern itself wit h methods of 

evaluating census resul ts with a vie~., to rnakine: them more useful in progranune 

planning . 

28. Philippines: Plans are well advQnced for carrying out a Training Course on 

Vita l and Health Statistics for the benefit of t he Western Pacific Region of the 

World Healt h Organization. The Course, which will be held in Manila from 

17 October to 25 November 1960, is a joint project sponsored by the vlor ld Health 

Organization and the United Nations Statistical Centre at t~e University of t he 

Philippines vTill also collaborate in t he field project w~1ich -vrill be built a round 

a demographic sample survey . 

29 . The objective of the project i s t o assist Member Governments in t he region 

in improving thei r civil r egistr ation and vital and health statistical services, 

so that t he statist ical data may fulfil national needs and attain international 

uniformity and comparability. This is in accord \-Ti th the Commission's 

r econunendation at its ninth session (res . 18 (IX), E/2876 para . ll5) "that the 

interchange of national experience be encouraged through the setting up of 

conferences and seminars" . It is anticipated that some fifty government offi cials 

in the field of civil registration and statistics from the \lestern Pacific region 

and other parts of Asia wi ll parti cipate, many of them financed by Unit ed Nat ions 

and WHO fellowships. 

30 . Geneva: A Seminar on the Use of Vital and Health Statistics for Genetic and 

Radiation Studies is being orc;anized by the Secretary- General's Sci entific 

Cormnittee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation with the collaborat ion of t he 

Statistical Office of the United Nations, the Bureau of Social Affairs and the 

World Health Organi zation. 
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continuous popul ation register , a "register" being here defi ned as a list of or 

index to "families" or "individuals", on the records of ,.,hom births; deat hs, 

marriages , divorces and changes i n place of residence are inscr ibed sys tel!l&ti<.:all y 

and conti~uously as they occur . Of these forty, not more t han f i f teen appear t o 

have a traditional wel l - established population register, covering ell persons in 

the population. However, t he entire group of forty \lill be subj ect ed t o detailed 

study and analys i s withi n t he c0ming year in order t hat t he va rious t YIJeS of 

registers may be better defined. 




