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When tle atztigtical activiitics of the League of Netions were
assumod by the Usi%ed Fations three studies on statistical methodology
were in process. They vere:

() Moasurement of Nationszl Tncome and the Construction of

R
Social fccounts, Report of the Sub-Cormittee on National Income s

Statistics (League of Netions document C,E.S./156/s/c/N.I1.St./4),

Apperded to thig report is a memorandum on Definition and .

Heesurement of the Wational Income and Related Totals by

Richerd Stone, Chairman‘of the Sub-Committee,

(b) Benkin Statistics, Recommendzticns on Scope and Principles

of Classification, Draft Eeport by the Sub-Committee on Beniing

Statistics (League of Nations document C.E,S,/155/s/c/B.St./3).

(c) Note on Baslence of Primenis Statistics, en interim

report including a Draft MoGel Classification of

Internationsl Adcounts dravn up on the basis of the

preliminary findincg of the Sub-Committee on Balance cf

Paymenté Statistics (League of Nations document C,E.S./152/s/c/B.P./6).

2. TRevort on Ctatigtics on Nationel Income

This report was prepared by & special Sub-Committee on National
Income Statistics., The work of the Sub-Committee came to an end when
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this report was prepared, Their report wes ready for publication in
June 1946 and it was originally intcnded that it should appear as one of
the "Studies and Reports on Statistical Methods" of the league of Nations,
3. The Statistical Commission is asked to consider what action
should be taken in respe?t to this renort:
(1) the Statistical Commission nay decide ndt»tc copmit
1tsels wilth respect to thia report but merely to fecommsnd
that the report shodld.be published under the imprint of
the League of Nations in the series "Studies of Reports
on Statistical Methods", or
(i1) the Cormissicn mey ossume responsibility for the report and
at a lator stese submit it to the Econemic and Social Council
with a request that the Ezonomic end Social Council express
ita aprrovel of the principles embodled in the report and
recomnmend theirlapplication in nstional statistics.
b, Ifkthe Commission decides on the second of these alternatives,
it mey either: |
(1) note with approval the report in its rresent form and
recomuenc it for publication a8 a United Nations document,
or
{i1) it may‘request the Secretariat to circulate the report
to governments for their observetions and comuents prior
to publicatiomn, |
5, The attention of merbers of the Commission is drawn to the fact
that the report consists of a general report en&orsgd by all members of
the Sub-Committee and an Appendix prepared by the Chairmqn of the
Sub-Cormittee for which he 1s solely rycoponsible, Members of £he
Sub-Committee expressed the wish that this Appendix shculd be published
althouch this did not imply they endorsed the Appendix in datailt

6, Repcrt on Banking Statistics

This report was prepared by a special Sub-Committee of the Conmittee

Jof Statisticel
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of Statistical Experts of the League of Nations, It was ready in

March 1946 but no action was taken by theVSécretariat of the

League of Nations as it was then in ,rospect that the United Nations
would assume_responsiﬁility for the stgtistical activities of the
League of Nations, A

7. While in this caéé aléo the Statisticel Commission has thse éhoice
not to commit itself in respect to thia report and merely to recommend
that the report Le published under the imprint of the League of Nations,
it is eepecially desirable that before the report is issued the views
and comments of member govermments should be obtained, (The Secretariat
of the League of Nations had intended to circulate the draft to member
govermments before it was published.)

8, The Stetistical Cormission may therefore wish to recommend. thet
consultetion should be undertéken forthwith with governments and also
with the Intsrnational Monetary Fund, the International Bank and other
Agencles, If this was done fhe draft report would thén have to be
re-congidered in the light of the com:ents received. This review might
be done either by the Commission itself or by a special ad hoc
sub-committes appointed by the Statistical Commission,

9, Report on Balance of Payments Statistics

This report consiets of "A Note on Balance of Payment Statistics"
including a Dreft Model Classification of Internationel Trensactions
Accounts, ter it was prepared it was sent for comment by the
Secretariat of the League of Nations in December 1945 to the govermments
of forty countries, Replies were receivetl from eleven countries but the
other countries have not been rcminded to send In their camments pending
consideration of' the action to be tsken on this report by the
Stetistical Commissicn,

10, The sStatistical Commission may therefore decide to ask the Secretariat
of the United Nations to request commentes on this report from these other

[countries
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countries and from thé4International Monetary Fund., As in the cage of
the report on‘Banking Statistics the Commission will have to'decidé
vhat action should be teken when these comments aré received. The
report mey then be féviewed either by the Statistical Commission itself
at a future meeting or by a special ad hoc sub-committee appointed by

the Commiseion for this purpose.
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