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·THE COMMITTEE ON f{IGHWAY TRANSPORT 

I 

HIGHVlAY .Pl!:VELOPMENT 

The International. Chamber of Commerce recognizes that the r'3stm:at1on 
and expansion of road facilities throughout the worlu is a need·arising 
out of the war and a prerequisite, to increased trade and higher ste.:qdards 
of living and production. .Businessmen and road users should support or 
help to fonn national agencies to encourage governmen·~al policies favorable 
to road development. 

These policies ell_ould include (a) a long-term program .for an lnit:al 
skeleton system of primary routes built to all-weather sta~dards under 
general governmental financing or aid to local units; (b) taxes · 
representing the contribution of road users but the proceeds of whjch 
should not exceeQ. the amounts expended on the roads; these taxes srrouid

1 

morecver, be calculated eo as not to discour~ge traffic gro1-1~h or r0str:ict 
the use of vehicle types offering maximum economy and convenience; (c). road 
construction based on factual studies and classification of roe.d syscems, 
i·rith continuity ·or routes and basic un~formity of standards bet.w·een 
contingv.ous nations and local units; (d) adoption as soon as· ~ract~cable 
of a decentrali:zed responsibility in road programs, with ·certa:i.n national 
controls; (e) recognitir.n that tra:i'fic safety is an intee;ral .-~l:;ment of the 
program and requires s:pec·ial activities; (f) as·a collateral but vital 
requiremen:t· to maxiii!Ulll development and economic use of international road 
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syste~s ~here must be provided by i~ter.national conventions unifo1:m rules 
of· the road and reciprocity in promo~ing ~ase and economy of movement 
across frontiers. 

National civic and educational groups should be formed or supported 
w·ith care taken to see that they are sincerely devoted to the general 
\·relfare rather than to special interests. They should seek establishment 
of governmental road departments, promote pub~ic support for road programs, 
help prepare studies of road needs 9-nC!. fiscal proc;rams, a;nd prODlOte safe 
road use through schools and other organizations • · 

( Origine.l) 

I~. 

DEVELOI:'MENT OF INTERNATIONAL HIGHWAY TRf~SPORT 
· OF PASSENGERS Al'ID GOODS 

. . 
The International Chomber of'Commerce requests that, in the interest 

of transport users, proyiders of fapi~i~ies for international road 
'transport of passengers and goods should be· enable~ to make full use of 
their potentialities under a SY.stem of free competition within the domain 
of road-rail co-ordin~tion as operated by different countries. 

The Committee on .H:l.gh\my Transport (in co-operation 1-lith the Committee 
 on Rail1vay Transport, if necessary), should make a special survey regarding 
authorizations for (1) inte:rnationa.l regular bus .. and tJ;'Uck lines Rnd 
(2) unscheduled international trapsport by bu~ or by ~ck. 

The I. C. C. requests Governments to adopt as bo.s ic principles : 

(e.) Freedom of choice· for transport users, and 

(b) _Facilitation of transport of goods e.nd.paGsenGers by road across 
State borders on a reciprocal basis. 

(Original) 

III. 

INTERNATIONAL. BE,GIME FOR COMMERCIAL MOTOR THAWSl?ORT 

'- : '.V:he International Chamber of CoilJI!lerce· reCJ.uests its Committee on 
Highway ~ansport, in co-operation with .the international organizations 
concerned, to make investigations regarding the steps necessery to 
facilitate the international commercial road transpor,t"of passengers and 
goods, and in particular: 

1. to tapulate the e~isting difficulties encountered by international 
commercial motor transport enterprises in different countries;. 

' 
2.~ .to prepare a general draft of a model bilateral agreement based 

on this data; 

3· to transmit this draft to the carriers orge.nizations of the different 
countries and to reql,l.est the said organizations to state their 
parti~ular difficl,l.lties as regards specific countries for \·rhich special
provision should be made. 

The I.C.C, req_uest GQ.verm.ents, without alV"aiting the conclus:;.on of 
bilateral agreements, to extend to co:mmercia_l motor transport the s~ atom 
of triptychs or cu.stoms carnets which ha~ proved its worth in tour:l.sxr., 
thus removing a consid~rable obstacle in the fo1~ of customs forrJal~ties 

.'. '1, 
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relating to vehicles. 

(Translation) 

IV. 

INTEBNATIONAL.CONVENXIONS ON ROAD TRAFFIC 

A - Road Tre.ffic ----
The International Chamber of Commerce is of the opinion: 

l. That a revision of the two 1926 Cm1ventions on Road Traffic and 
Motor Traffic is imperative, and that it is necessary to carry 
on the work begun by the League of Nations and interrupted by the 
Har; · 

2. That the draft drawn up by the Permanent Committee on Highlvay 
Traffic in 1939 can be usefully adopted as a basis and starting 
point for this ~vork; 

That the object should be to fol'mulate a text which, although not 
precisely an international high~·ray code, would nevertheless consti-eute 
an important step towards the unification of highway reG~lations; 

. 
4. That this text should combine, in an up to date form, the provisions 

of the two 1926 Conventions, as originally envisaged bY the Committee 
on Righwa~ Traffic.of the Leagu& of Nations; 

5· That this revision, in addition to achieving uniformity on the 
technical plane, should, on the administrative plane, meet the urgent 
demand of those interested in international traffic for the 
sim:pl1f1oati.on of documents required for international transportation 
(certificates for motor vehicles and oxiving licenses) the, obtaining ' 
of which-involves formalities which constitute a hindrance·to 
international trade. 

B ~ R~ad Signals 

1. 

2. 

The International Chamber of Commerce considers: 

that unification of road signa is an essential factor in road safety; 
' 

that"'the Internathnal Conventbn concerning the unification of r')a.d 
signals (Genev-a, 1931) ah'Juld now be brought up to date; 

' 3. that the revised pr0v~aions should achieve a greater measure of 
unificati •n tha~ the 1931 Conventirm by pr..,viding standard dlmensbns and 
col>urs for all r')ad signs, as the adopti..,n of signs identical in 
dimensbna and cobur, to the entire exclusi0n of all others, 
represents· the only really effective means by which road signs can 
make their maximum contribution ta road safety~ 

(Translatbn) 

v 

BEGULATIONS BEGARDING CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF VEHICLES 

I - !eed for Uniformity in Regulations 

The International Chamber of Commerce, being'convinced that· 

/unif>rmity 
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uniformity in regulations relating to the construction a~d use of motor 
vehicles is eseentia:l in the interests of international transportetion: 

\ 

1. Decides to appotnt a Sub-Committee, 

(a) 

(b) 

. 
to prepare a schedule of minimum standards, 

I . . . 
to prepare, in the light of vrartime experience, a second 
schedule of standards which sh~uld be adopted as minima in 
say five years time; 

2. Agrees to request Goverti$ents (when the Schedules have been 
prepared) to introduce ( $f necessary f lecislation i·Thich i·Till' ensure 
that the operation on a ~rincipal .highway of any vehicle which 
complies with the stand~tds set out in the first schedule is not 
rendered illegal solely' .b,y reason of the fact that it d.-,es n0t 
comply with existing regqlations relating to the c0nst~uction 
and use ':If mo·tor vehicl~a; 

3. Agrees to request Gove~ent$ to furnish the Internati0nal Chamber 
of Commerce (from time to tl.ll)!IJI) witl;l info:rmati0n regarding 
technical research affegting ~culations relating t~ the 
construction and use ?f ~tor vehicles. 

II - ~easures for the transition pt;iod 

. Further, the C:b.amber, in view of the.s~tuati.on created by the 
present shortage of transport equipment, requests Governments to facilitate 
international traffic by ~king tempQrary arrangements in the f')rm of 
bilateral agreements, mainly between contiguous countries, whereby 
difficulties regarding technical ~egulationa which may arise in c0m1~ction 
with the movement of vehicles betvreen the t1m countries in questbn, may 
be removed.. 

(Orlginal) 




