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l{ote-by-thq ji-ec*re_tq,,ri?$,-: The following statement is circulated"
to the members of the Fourth Cornmiitee in aecordance vith the
d.eeision taken by the Conmittee at its B72na meeting.

Miralmayo, 24 F'ebruary L959

In rep.l-y to yorr telegran of 20 tr'ebruary ind.icating the date ol our he:arir,g

before your ConmLttee, and. ln response to our desire to be heard. by the Fourth

Cnrmittop- r^ra hn,ys the h.onour to convey to you our hurrble apologies for beingvvlrg! e vvv,

unable to appear olring to the many d.ifficulties existing at preserrt within our

young organization" We ",,^lishet1, however, tc make this siatenent to you-, ln ord-er

tn r.'x'nress the rj.es.i-re of Cai-reroonian youth arrcL the Cameroonian pcople 1'9r

self-d-eterinination atrd- rrational- ind.epend-er:ce, folicwed- by reunificatiorl'
In lYovember L!!8, when your las't, Visi-ting Mission vas in the Cameroons', we

presented. to it a peti-bion setting out at lengih cpr i-d.eas on these key

a.spirations cf ihe youth and- people of t-,ur ccuntry, We consid.er ihar, 'beca.use

of our absence_" tiri-s petitioii should be regard-ed as a formal statenent su"bnftted
.l^_. a,ra _ 
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Ynrrr ra] ^dram above-mentioned- reached us too l-ate and. ve cannot effectivety
aar- nn rrnrrr i-.'itation. Moreover, our organizationrs continuing financialqvu vrr Jvqr frrv J

di ff i nrrl ti Aq nrofrpnr rr q i n ntrr nrp,qeni. si trrqti nn fvan o nf i no 6h ^1r? nrorri nrrc'l ruJrr-rL:L,r-LL/l€b l.rr L, -.-- *v, --JIl, Il'Util iIUUJ_rtB L.- ,, --*--.{

expressed d.esire for a hearing before your Committee. This cornmunication should.,

therefore, be recognized as constituting the official. staternent mad.e by the UJC

to the representatives of the lvlembers of the United- Nations.
Per'mit tts, on behalf Of the v.rrnr neonle nf the (lpmernons- #n oq'l rr*a rra'r!v vr Urru vqlltgJ vvllJ, UV pqlu Ug J UU

most l^Iarmly and. sincerely on your decision to d.ecid.e as the supretxe authority
bhe fate of the Canieroons. I'tre vish you all success in your efforts to achieve a

peaceful ancl fina] settlement of the Cameroonia:r probl_en.

ft vould-, t'ie think, be out of place here to review the history of the corning
of Et.ror-re:-n onlOnia.JiSm tO'blfe Qnnarnnn< trrr.i. th^ -a]-+-i'.^-r -. ^1^1rt time flrenteduJrt uv urr! varllsf vutto, uu v urtg r qJd uJ v gfJ DtlL* -

us by- your Con:nittee does not permit us to waste a sJ-ngle second.. VIe vould- rather
get to the heart of our statenent.

This is ',rhat ve vish to say:

It is weli knor,,rn that under an agreernent betveen the United- Nations and-

France conci-uded- on J) December 191+5 ttre Canieroons r,las placed- uncler the
fn"ber'national Trusteeship System. The basic objectives of this System are as

fol-Ic,ws: (1) achievement of the esserrtial aims leading either to self-government
np tn indonandcn(.gl; (2) ennlioat-i on nf a nnlicrr r.rhinlr r.ri'l-l rrvnr-ni-n fha qnaiq-lrrsurreuJ \Lrr sl',-l.rrr-vqu{vtrr vr u lvJruJ wlffUlf WJrf yIVMUUs llrg DVUf,dl,

cultural, educaticnal and political ad-.rancement of the peoples of the territories
nl =Oed rtnr]r-r trrrqtppehin hrrrinr.. -^d-TA *n l-1ra r.ri qhae nf t?,o nann] ac ^n1-,^atshadtrrqurq ur 4ru99pII!!, arovI116 rgt)dru !u ullg wf DllgD uJ_ LIf,c tJgL)!|lED uvl:uglllcu.

The Fourth Cotnmittee is called upon tod-ay to determine and" d-ecid.e, as the
suprerne autirority, whether the objectives l-aid. dovn in the United. Nations Charter
and- the Trusteeship Agreement aforenientioned. have been achi-eved. and. respected.
rnn^rdino J-r' rrnr':1'17j9[es and in the spirit cf the international conventions
concl-ud-ed- betr,,reen tire lJnitecl Naticns antl lrrance and. the United_ Kinqd.om with
reg?rd io the Oairieroons,
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i,le can come out at once and say that these conventions have been ccmplied wi-th

and applied in the true spirit of your Organization which is tcday to ratify or

confirm the decision taken by the two mandatory Powers, France and the

United Kingdom, which by their own desire have ;usi given Lheir decision on the

future of the Cameroons and fixed I January 196O as the date of the countryts
irrdpr-andonne- Thc 11enn'le and fla rrnrrth nf thc fr314g1'OOnS a1.e in faVOUf Cf thatf lrus[/suuEliuu. rrru ]ruuy+

d.ate. The United Nations Mi-ssion which recently visited thi-s couutry is alsc

in agreement on this point. The conclusions in its report clearly reflect this
magnanirnous spirit of the two mandatory Por*ers and. the r,rishes of the Cameroon,ia.n

people.

Hoirever, the young people of the Cameroons, through their organization, the

Jnicn des Jeunesses du Cameroun, are forced to cxpress the misgivings tvhieh the

deternj.nation of these guardians inspire in them when they note Francets offer of

membership in the Ccmmunity and Great Britainrs offe:' ot'membership in the

Commonwealth" This clearly proves the desire of these Powers to perpetuate t'heir

dominati-on in the Cameroons after United Nations slrpervisi-on has been aboii,slLed"

In ad.dition, there is the matter of the monetary zones intc which they are trying

to incorporate ,:s by f orce "

\..'e are 1n favou: of ccnplete and scvereign independence. But we are opfroled

to any solicitatlons to join a particular ccmmunity. The young people regarii.

these inany solicitations as an j-mminent threat to their future and wish to accede

to lndetrendence in ihe cormur:ity of African peopl-es for'.he rcsurgence of"'.flicar
freed ccmpletely frcm the }egacy of coionlalism-

In the light of all these consi-derations we subnj-t to the Fourth Ccnmitt;ee of'

the rJnited l{ati-q:ns the cl-aims we presenteC to the last Vlsiting Mrssion du.r,i.rrg

its stay in the Came.roons" While it is true that our guardians have prcnisecl

fai.thfully tc grant some of these claims, others have still not been satisfield

and we continue to p:ress them.

(f ) Independence for the Cameroons preced.ed. b;r-che reunification of' ther

tfio territories at present held- by France and" the United" Krngdont, this

reunifieation trt ta.ke pl ace before i;he end of L959 so as to enable the

Cameroonian peo'ple to achieve independence on I January 1!60.
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(2) Dissolu*uion of the present Iegislative -\ssembly cf the Camerco::s and the

holding of general elections sinultaneously in the two Cameroons und-er the

supervision of a strong United Nations cornmission \.^ri-th the task of observing

al-J- the electoral operations from the preparation of tbe votersr l-ists to the

actual ballot, vith the object of electing a Constituent National Assembly

for the country as a rshole.

S:Lrr.ce our resolve is to struggle for independence and" reunifieation, we feel
iha* t,rr: nrrnl.r* *e,,'l describe to you the form that ire consider the struggle for the

resurgence of the Cameroons shouLd take.
This struggle is tied io the social, cultural, educational, artistie and.

rn]i*'i -.:r ezr:rannsllgnt Of the Cameroonso fn the present state Of OUr ccuntry,
education is a problem of enorrous difficulty.

N:inety-five Fer cent of the adult population is stirl ilr iterate. The young

people of school age do nct have access to edr-rcation.

In the South Cane:-oorrs, where prinary ed.uc:t,ion ls g;.neral-Li, widesfreacl, this
fcrm of instruction is stilr embryonic and serves'i:hc lrcpaganda end-s of the
rolio-inrrc micciq;1so MatterS have COpe t,O SUCh:r laSS that public schoOls acgount

for barely 40 per cent of the school populati-on, rn-hereas 1;he nissions in question

acccun'b for 4J or )O per cent, fn the ltrort5, i{here the populc.tion is vholly
\,ifnclom ( nov.eni of the Child_ren of school age attenf, sChOO-l , ThiS is due to a./ t:"L

survival of the influence viel-d"ed by the aristocracy of' the sultans and the

lamid.os "

i,/,i-ih : view to spe':d.ing up the ad-vanceinent of the yot:t:g-, ve propcsed- io the

V.i-si-ti,:g fh r;i j.oyr thc r;s t,-rbl-isirnent i.n thc- Cen.ercoirs o-f fr rr -Lvg€rT;, anrl possibly of
a 4:rue rcr.ni:-.n uinive::si ty; coi leges i.n ea,cJ:] adr:inistr,r-t,.ivc u:Glt ) 'viJ-L-r.ge schooL s

in e:rcir 1,n;ula'cicn centre or Erclrp of vrll l.ges, and- j.t;inei:an t, te:chers to wipe

nrr* i l-l"i Far'rn.i *'--ntal..rrr* *La i'ar.:r. Lvr -vr .il-r'ouErJ L,u L Lrle uilmerc on s.

lI,: shcr-tld like to be able to train sl<illed r.iorkers. For thls we need.

vocatir:na} schoofs to train the necessary te"ci:ers for the ccu"ritryrs need-s, In
qrld'itien r.ro -,rnrrr I ^"^^^^+ +'t ^+ the StateS l,lefrberg Of the Unite1 NatiOnS ShOUI-d-cu'IJUIT-ut ws lLuiu DUL]SgDU LUGU

try-n+ 1-j.ra f-oqay-^nq qc mrnlr -Foll^".a1-'.in^ o- ?y^nac rrqofl f.o o-rnt oar.h rrCnr- ThicellOIlU Ui.:V Ldl.:CIUvllo o,D rr..!!J -LvlrUW-IlIIrD GD f llULu tiurru sGlrl J .qI . MID

voulrl p::omote edr:catj-onal deveiopment in the Caneroons. lle reaiize that all
ad-vancener:t is baserl on the ins'Lruction and" education of the r-asses , 

,
1...



In ord.er to ensure the economic and social- d-evelopment of 'l

agricultural advancement should be tackl-ed first. Ouragricul-tu:

shacl<Icd- to ancestral, priinitive methods, and a start could pro:

r^rith the rntroduction of industrialization and mechanization. i

rr'lt'i-raf,elv he fn'lloved trv meehani^a''l . leather an.d" textile inclusi

of o'lhers" United Nations assistance in this fielcl rvould be no:

us in that it woul-cl enable us to frustrate the ambitions of the

colonialists vho vould l-ike to exploit our economic backr,rardnesl

sirh i eet ir s to eol oni a.'l i 'rneri a.l 'i sn .

Our absence does our cause greaL damage but ve hope that t}
statements rvil-l heJ-p you to prepare your report sincerely and t<

proposals to thr: General Assenbly r,ri-th a vicw to a resolution ar

reccnrnend.ation on the future of the Cameroons"

t.-. .\
( Signcct) ABESSCLO Nkor
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