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Note: In accordance with the d-ecisiurn taken by the Fourth Committee
FTts TBtra meeting, the text of the following statenent is
circulated- to mernbers of the Conrrnittee for information.

Mr. Presid"ent,

fhis tine last year, the General Assembty took a d-ecision on the future of

Togoland un.d-er French administration by ardopting, at our request, rest'llltion 1lB2

by 50 votes to L, v1iln 2) abstentions. Looking back, ve may truly say ",hat thai

resolution marks an epoch in the history of Togoland- and its relations with

France and the United- Nations.

You will remember that 'che resolution provided for:
I. The transfer by the ,trdninister1ng Authority of all powers to ttie
Togoland_ Government except d-efence, dipiomacy and" currency.

Z. Early elections enabling the Togoland- Legislative Assembly to be

renewed- by universal suffrage and-, at the invitation of the Governnent

of Tog;oland, the supervision of the elections by a Cormissioner ancl a"

team c,f United- Nations observers.

j. I.n expression of the r+ishes of the neri Togoland Assembly coneerning

the ne,w Statute and the termination of the Trusteeship Agreenent.

4. !. decision of the General Assembty - the present General lrssembly -

concer.ning that termination, in the light of the report ot' the Trusteeshi-p

Council on these various Points.
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On LJ October L95B I had. the honour, on behalf of the French Governnent, to

report to the Council that the measures provided for by the General Assembly had

been carried out in their entirety.
I do not vish to take up the tine of the Ctmmittee, with its very full agenda,

by repeating what I statecl at sone length before the Council three weeks ago, and"

of which you have been inforned through the docunents available to you.

I. AITTONOMY

I wish nerely to recall thab by February L9rB, only Lhree months after the

adoption of resolution IlB2, the sched.uled- transfers of povers had been effected.

The new Statute of the Repubtic of TogolanC, promulgated. on 22 February L958,

marked the complete attainment of internal autonomy. The young State exercised

all povers except external relations, monetary policy and- defence. Three days

Lailer, nine Conventions, solemnly signed- at Lon6, d.etermined the manner in vhich

these three field"s of responsibility r,'ere to be applied-.

II. TIIE EIECTTONS

The second- item of the prograr.[ne clrawn up last year was the reneval of the

Chamber of Deputies by elections supervised. by the United Nations. A Commissioner-

Ambassador Dorsinville - had been elected for this purpose by the General Assembly

and I wish once again to pay tribute before this Cornmittee to the abi-Iity,
I nrr:l f'rr :nd irr,n:r.ii a'l i tw ."ri f.h rvhich he undertook his delicate task.

ff the elections of 2-( April 1958, the results of vhich have not been

contested by anyone, have created a Chamber of Deputies vhich, in the language

of i'4r. Dorsinvillers report, "iu truty entitfed to speak for the peonle of

T,,onl:rndrr rhi s i s pl sn I nrpel \. dtre and T ntlnte 'r\6/rqlru aruv luf

"To the great effort made by the Togoland Gorernment, particularly
in the last days befc're the ballot, to the efforts of the political
parties, vhich cond-ucted- an active propagand.a campaign and, last but by
nc neans least, to the d-iscipline shorar by the pe-,ple during the
electoral pericdt'.

f have already emphasized- that tr'rance, even vhen its advice was asked for

and its influence solicited", took care not to interfere in the preparation and
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organization of these eleetions, and the lligh Commissioner representing France at

Lon:.6 aia no morethan serve as a witness and impartial arbiter.

Elect:lons by universal ad.ult suffrage of both sexes, a poll of JL-(,OOO out of

an electorate of LlgOrOCO registered. voters and a population of abcut I million

inhabitants - these factors alone enable us to appreciate the value of

Mr. Dorsin''ri.ller s conclusion:

"The .r'rdninister"ing Authority and the United- Nations may well take pride
in ha.,ring helped- to bring about the progress which mad-e this outcome

possible. "

Acting on the outcone of the election, Mr. Spenale, the High Conmissioner of

the French Republic, called on lr{r" Sylvanus Olyrnpio, the leader of the new

majority, 1,o form a new Government, and I am happy to have Mr' Olynpio here with

rre- tosetheir rsith Mr. Santos, the Minister of Justice, and- Deputy Akakopo. It
".- ,

is not one of the Lesser achievenents on vhich our delegation prides itself to

thus bring new proof of what we have often affirmed from this rostrum: that

France has always 6eemed it its d-u-ty to respect and to assist, regard-less of

opinions ol1 persons, any G(jvernrnent properly and d-emocratically constituted in

the territories for vhich i+; is responsible.

rII " TIfl OPTION OF TITE PEOPI,E OF TCGOLAND

ft lias still necessary to learn the wishes of the people of Togolancl. In

September -Lg5B, Mr. Sylvanus Ol5,mpic, accompanied- by Mr. Sa"ntos and

Mr. Savi d-e Tov6, Presid-ent of the Chamber of Depubies, went to Paris' He was

received b;r General d.e Gaulle and try Mr. Cornut-Gentille, Minister for Overseas

France, vho has asked- ne to express 1;o ycru his regret at being unable to come

personally before this Ccn':nittee,. as he had intended. Talks tt-rok place, and

|raving participated- in them, I can testify, as Mr. Olympio hirnselfl has d"one, that

+hA1r r^re.-e rrarked t-,rr mrrfrrrl tnr.t. and undefstanding. The outcone I'{aS a joint
uIlgJ l\g a u LlcLl l\L u uJ uu uua

conmuniqu6 by vhich the French Government irrformed the Togoland- Government thai;

ii, hacl noted that Togotand- hacl opted for ind.ependence " On my return tc Nerr York,

I transmiti;ed- the official'bext of that d.ocument to the Secretary*Generai of the

United_ Natj-ri,ns" It was inrnediately brought to the attention of the Trusteeship

Council (docunent f/t)+l:1) vhich unanimously expressed its appreciation of the work
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of the United- Nations Commissioner and his staff, accepted- the conclusion of his
vanrr* ]-L-r rr+r-,a new Chamter is truly entitled_ l,c speak for r,he people of
Togoland'r, took note.f Togoland's choice of ind.ependence and of tl:e joint French-

Togoland communique5 and., lastly, recornn:end-ed" to the General Assembly that it take
: .lcei s.i rn jp p^-aarari ryi F1-\ +he Adrn'in-i Sterinpr ^"FL.-i I " ^-.r +.,kinp into aee{rlnta uuvlolUllt lII otif sslltgtlU w!UlI UIre uv! 1116 fluUlIUf IUJ qIrU Uar!!rr6 lrr!\r uuuvur

the rvishes of the Tcgolese authorities, concerning the term.ination of the

Trusteeship Agreement in I!60 upon the attainment of independence by the Territory.
This resolution states in unmistakable terms that France has carried" out its

^L] i ^-+; --.^^ T*uullp;auruub. ru reccffflend-s to the assembly that it carry out its ol,.n", bhat is,
in accordance with bhe last paragraph of last yearts resclution, co take a

d.ecision concerning the termination of the Trusteeship Agreenent. trrb have

avn] qinarr tha* +,he termination of the Trusteeship waS to coincide with the
nrn.-l lmql-"i nn nf i nrloranAanna

That is nre^icar.r]-}ro nr,--os€ of Lhese debates.vrav yur !L

The unanimity in lhe Tlusteeship Ct uncil - an occurrence vhich is by no
noone rvanrran* alhen an administering authority is involved- - is in itself4Iv\4*vllU

significant.
ll-r''arrar T do not liish lc ignore the fact that one or two delegations, rvhile

vrtinn'in fav,-it:r Of the feSOlUbirn. m;rde n,-rrnentq r^rhjnh errnroqoed sr-Tre linnerinp'ulauv u\rlufurf L o wrtrLrf e^ylvDaLu

dnrr'hr .-'na 'l']'nicion of our intenti,)ns and- of the reality of our agreerenL with
the Togoland- Government .

i^I]'ri' h'-+ L^ frank in these matters? I understand- that the insinuation was

nrrlo -- r,avrr rl'i cnraol-l -/ - +hrr +he French-Tr-rrnl and corr.mr:n i nird waq st.ill-14-ru6urarru uuruuurfl\luu vYcJ

inc.f"f'jaian-l- -h.a1 nO fOfmf.l Vish hrrd l^een exlrpcced trrr the Tnor,land ,,ssemb'l v-) urru uljrto.f wIr:r !r,.u uDDsu UJ Ulls !U6Lrsrrs r a-e!-!vlJ,

that lt{r, Olyrnpic, whr enjoys t.he c,nfidence rf thuc l\ssembly, had per"haps

hesibet,ed 1.,, have thal b-l<ty ratify 1,he opr,ich frrt'ind.ependence in L)(A, r,rhich ve

informed- him r^-e had noted,. Moreove:"" l^rhat l,ere those ner,l mod-ificaticrns to the
Q*qFrrr-a r.,1" ^a "cviSiun r;e had 3nnnrinncd rerlificf.Lirr1^ls WhiCh r;gre l^e-inrr c rnqiIev^^ulf,Iruu!]!L u, illuuI L rUf UI{ rrlD Wlf !!rI wgIU I u Lll6 U.JrlD!UUICU

h.,r 1.he ilt,,rol srrd l1hrnhal of T\anrr*ioc qnd r^l-ri nlr oan^yAi nn rn t-l-rawJ LJrru r-,Lj\,!or_u , \'r ,uyJUrei drtr hrtrulL, cev..r COIIJOUn1que, Ieefe

to tnark the final stage in the deve-Lopneltt ,3f Togu-Land's institutions before
independ,ence?

V/het:renttl reserV':-LiL).os ver€ bei-ng harboured by Lhe aCministering Por^er?

Prejuclices rnay Le persi>Lent, bul, Lhe good laith and paticnce of tr'rance are

even mr)fe SO.
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In order to place the full facts before the Conmi ttee, in order to aispef

the d.oubt,s cf certain d,elegations, if genuine d.oubts still persist, I have

transmitt;ed- three documents to the Secretariat:
t. The resolution of the Togoland" Chamber of Deputies concerning the nev

Statute of Togoland" and the Proclamation of Ind-ependence,

2. The d,raft motion requesting the French Government to amend the Statute

of llogoland and" the text of the draft Statute t

5. The verbaiim record of the debates in the Togoland Chamber of Deputies

at j-ts neetings of Thursday, 21 Octaber, Frid.ay, 2\ October and Monday,

2-l October L)JB.

I herve confined- myself to a factual statement before this Committee, because

the factti seem to me to speak so clearly for themselves. Should- the occasion

arise, I reserve the right to clarify any fr-rrther points if I find it necessary

to d,o so.

To coninent on and- analyse these facts, f vould- only need- to quote

Mr. Sylvernus Olympiots admirable address to his Parliament. But he is beside me,

and I unclerstand- his prid-e in being able to explain, himself, at this meeting,

tho nnei*'.inn nf his Gove::nment and, the t,lishes of his country.u$v pvp!

f do not think there is any need- tc introduce him to ihe Fourth Cornnittee.

May I ask you to hea,r Mr. Sylvanus Olyrnpir, Prine Minisber of the Togoland

Government.


