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PROGRAMMES OF TECENICAL ASSISTANCE: Bffi,ORT OF THE ECONOMIC

AIID SOCTAI COUNCIL

The Outposting of Certaip Prograrngrg.O{figgrs of .the-Tecttnical Assl stance Admint stratlon

Report by the SecretarY-Genera1

I. At the tenth sesslon of the General Assenrbly (lg>>) the Secretary-General

was authorized. to inplement, on a trial basis and. 1n a single region, a proposal

to effect a partial reorganization of the Prograume Division of the Technical

AssLstance Administration. Tlrj.s reorganization was d.esigned. to supplement and'

strengthen still flrrther the lntegration already existlng between the Technlcal

Assistance Adrn:inistration and. the substanttve d.epartments of the Secretari-atr both

at Head.quarters and in tlre field..
A. The essentiaL features of the proposal were that certain f\rnctions ancl'

responsibiLities of the Area Office for Latin Ameriea of the Progranme Divlslon

of the Technical Assistance Adninistration shoul-d. be taken over by the Office of

the Dlrector of that Dlvlsionrl/ and. that certain area officers shoul-d. be outpostecl

to the clties of Santlago and Mexi.co Clty tn wblch the offtces of the Econonic

Conrnission for Latin America are located. Tlrus, lfuite the Teehnical Asslstance

Administration at Heactquarters would continue to be responsible, in add:ition to

the over-a11 d.irection of the progranme, for financiaL and. bud.getary control,

for recruitment and. the administratLve servicing of elqlerts and fellovs, and.

for the publication and d.istribution of reports, substantive support for the

progranme woul-d. be d.ram directly from the Secretarlat of the Economic Comlselon

for Latln America as weLl as from the Department of Economic antL Soclal Affairs

ln New York.

Il a./c.>/661, 2! octobev L955.
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7. The experiment began when four area officers, lnclud.ing the Head. of the
Office, were posted. to Santiago Ln June 1956. Two other members of the staff
.assumed. their dutles in Mexieo City ln August of that year. Ttrus the new
arrangements have been in f\r1r operatlon for just over one year.
l+. At its eleventh sessj.on (]-gle), the General- Assembly endorsed the
recornmend.ation I'that the experiment be continued. at the d.iscretion of tlre
Secretary-General during 1957r and. that a flnal- d.ecision be postponed. until the
Secretary-General- is in a position to make more posi.tive reports to the swnmer
sesslon of the Economlc and Social Counci] and to the twelfdr session of the
General Assemb]ytr.S

5. The Economic and- Soeial Council at its twenty-fourth session (Ju1y fg127),

took note of the Annual Report of the Economic Conmission for Latin AmerLcal/
whlctt contained. a resolution ad.opted. at its seventh session, held. at La paz Ln

May of this year, in which the Commission:

.... ttExpresses its gratitud.e to the General- Assembly for having
authorized. the d.ecentralization of the Technical Assistanee
Administration services on an extrlerimental basis;
rrConsiders that, accord.ing to the e><perience of a large number of
countries, during the brief period. in which the Technical- Asslstance
Administratlon has enjoyed. the col-l-aboration of the secretariat
of the Conmission, the efficiency of the Technical Assistance
Progranme 1n T,atin America has consid.erably increased.;

"Expresses its interest in the continuation of the experiment i.n
the d.ecentralization of technical assistance in Latin America.tr ....

6'. At its twenty-fourth sesslon, the Secretary-General reported. to the
Economie and SociaL Council on the progress of the ex;lerimental outposting and.

lndicated. his lntention to reguest the General Assembly to permit its continuation
on the su,me basiu.S/ The b-rdget estlmates presented for lpl8 lnclude the f[nd.s
necessary for the continued. operation of ilris scheme.

t/c.5/667.
E/a998.

E/sR.9Bo, 10 July 1957,
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7, The worleing procedures establlslred. since thls e:cperinent started, have

permitted" closer coLfaboration between the Technical Assistance Administration

and. the secretariat of the Economic Corunission for Latin Amerlca - col-Iaboration

vhieh has been reflected in a marked, increased- in the interest of the Latln

American Governments in technical asslstancel partieularly 1n the field's of

natural resources and. por^rer development, transport and- cornmunications, and

industrial d.evelopment and productivity. Cl-oser eontaet l:as also been established.

betveen the Technical Assistance Administration and governmental agencies

conqerned vitl economic development, resultlng in more effective advance study

and. better formuLation of projects and., thereby, in a more rapid. implernentatlon

and" greater usef\rlness of the progranuae. Guid.ance supplied. to experts by the

substantive departments, and especiatly by the Economi.c Commissionr s staff, wtro

have a d.etailed. knolrledge of the environment, has also resul-ted. in better

service by the experts to the Governments.

B. 1'lee outposting of TM personnel in Latin America has produced. useflrl results

in the development of the technical assistanee progranmes in that region, and. the

working arrangements instituted are being kept und.er constant review in order to

ensure the maximum efficiency of service and economy i-n operation. The Secretary-

General fee1s, however, that before a d.efinitive viev can be reached" regarding

this form of organization and. its posslbilities for use in other areas, a further

triaL period. would. be d.esirable. It is, thereforet proposed" that he be

authorized to continue the experiment ln T,atin America at his d.iscretion.
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