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  Letter dated 30 March 2020 from the Permanent Representative of 

Ukraine to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

 Today, when the whole world is focused on countering coronavirus disease 

(COVID-19), the issue of enhancing international solidarity and responsible 

leadership to tackle the pandemic effectively is more relevant than ever.  

 Ukraine fully supports the Secretary-General’s appeal for a global ceasefire 

from 23 March 2020 “to end the sickness of war and fight the disease that is ravaging 

our world”. Ukraine also supports the call to keep humanitarian corridors as wide as 

possible in order to be able to deliver humanitarian aid to those most in need. 

Therefore, we consider it crucial that the Security Council address, without any delay, 

the issue of enforcing ceasefires and tackling the spread of COVID-19 in conflict-

affected areas and occupied territories.  

 At the same time, we should not overlook or diminish the importance of other 

threats, such as armed aggression, occupation, human rights violations and hybrid 

warfare. Solidarity and responsibility are needed to ensure that those threats , which 

continue to undermine international law and the rules-based order, remain at the 

centre of attention of the international community and are properly and effectively 

dealt with.  

 Regrettably, some actors are shamelessly misusing the pandemic to divert 

attention away from other existing serious risks and challenges to global peace and 

security. We are witnessing attempts by some States to convince the international 

community that sanctions constrain their ability to counter COVID-19. Those claims 

are artificial and groundless. Sanctions remain an important tool for restoring respect 

for international law. Furthermore, the current practice of introducing more precise, 

targeted sanctions seeks to strike a balance between sought results and possible 

unintended or adverse socioeconomic and humanitarian consequences in a specific 
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State or third States. There are no sanctions anywhere that are aimed at decreasing 

States’ ability to protect their peoples from COVID-19 or to participate in global 

efforts to overcome the crisis.  

 With that in mind, Ukraine rejects the manipulative attempts of some States to 

equate the lifting of sanctions, imposed to halt illegal activities, with efforts aimed at 

countering COVID-19. When the pandemic is used for political purposes and to call 

for the lifting of sanctions, it should be considered as dishonourable manipulation and 

an attempt to use the suffering of millions of people in pursuit of one’s own profi t and 

selfish aims.  

 The only way for sanctions to disappear is not through their cancellation under 

the pretext of need in order to face and counter some new global pandemic, but by 

ensuring the thorough implementation of the Charter of the United Nation s and 

completely halting continuous violations of international law, including armed 

aggression, occupation and human rights abuses.  

 Sanctions can and should be changed or cancelled altogether if the underlying 

reasons for their imposition are removed and respect for international law and order 

is restored. Anything else would amount to appeasement under a false pretext.  

 With that in mind, I would appreciate your kind assistance in circulating the 

present letter and the statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

on 30 March 2020, which is attached herewith, as a document of the General 

Assembly, under agenda items 31 (a), 63 and 70 (c), and of the Security Council.  

 

 

(Signed) Sergiy Kyslytsya 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 

  



 

A/74/773 

S/2020/251 

 

3/3 20-04933 

 

  Annex to the letter dated 30 March 2020 from the Permanent 

Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General  
 

 

  Statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine on 

the attempts of the Russian Federation to use the COVID-19 

pandemic for political gain 
 

 

 The coronavirus pandemic has become a global threat. A due response to it 

requires solidarity and responsible leadership. At the same time, the pandemic does 

not reduce the scope of other threats but aggravates some of them, in particular – 

Russia’s aggressive policy. 

 Not only does Russia continue the shelling of Ukrainian territory, despite the 

UN call for a ceasefire during the pandemic. Moscow impedes the effective 

management of the pandemic by blocking access to the occupied territories for the 

OSCE and UN monitoring missions, as well as the ICRC.  

 Russia tries to persuade those around that sanctions limit its ability to tackle the 

pandemic. These claims are an imitation. No sanctions package imposed on Russia 

for its aggression in Crimea and Donbas does affect its ability to protect Russians 

from the coronavirus, or to contribute to global efforts to overcome the crisis.  

 Russia’s misuse of the pandemic for political purposes, its calls to lift sanctions 

are a dirty manipulation and an attempt to benefit from the suffering of millions.  

 The international community has imposed sanctions on Russia in response to its 

armed aggression against Ukraine. This has nothing to do with the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 The Sanctions are a means to restore respect for international law. The way to 

their removal lies through the cessation of the seven years of aggression, rather than 

through the pandemic of a new virus.  

 This will be the best exhibit of Russia’s solidarity with the rest of the world at 

this challenging time. This can become the only possible reason for the international 

community to change its policy towards Russia.  

 As long as the threat of aggression remains relevant and Donbas and Crimea – 

occupied by the Russian Federation, sanctions must remain in force.  
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