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l-. At its 1)+78th and. l-)+79th meetings, heiil on 9 and 10 December respectively,
the Fifth Committee, in compl-ience with rule 1))+ of the rules cf proced,ure of
the General Assembly, considered. the statement of the Secreta::y-General
(A/C.5/1399 and Corr.l) on the administrative and financiat implications of draft
resolution IT recommend-ed. for the adoption of the General Assembll' by the Second

, ^ ,6--d t I \uomm]-rree \A/o)/o, para. 44).
2. Under the terms of operative paraqraph l of the clraft reso'lution, the Ceneral
Assembly voul-d d.ecide to establish a separate section in the Unit,cd Nertions

regular budget to provid.e for a unified system of regionaf anii subregional
advisory services earmarked for the operations of the regional conrnissions and

the United- Nations Economic and Social Ofiice at Beirut and to transfer to this
section the existing regional advisory services at present under section 13 of
part VI of the budget estimates tor 1972.

3. Und-er operative paragraph 3 of the draft resofution, lrowever,f,Lre General
Assenbly would decide that the existing section 13 of part Vf of the United.

Nations budeet for the regular prograrnme of technical- assis+.ance shoulrl be

maintained. at its current l-evel of $51408,000 ani that its operatiorrs should- be
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concentrated substantially to support country prograrunes of the least developed

alnong the devel-oping countries, as r,iell as regionaf and subregional programmes

of special interest to these countries.
l+. In the related. statement of financial implications (l/C.5/lj99 and Corr.l),

the Secretary-General ind.icated. that the estinated cost of the existing regional

advisory services proposed und-er section 13 of tb,e I9T2 budget estimates amounted

to $l ,Bzj .OOO. The transfer of the costs of these services to a separate section

nf the hrrdcet- as called for under oper"ative rraragraph I of the d.raft resolution,

vould be a purel;r technical- act and, in itself, r,rould not require additional

resources. However, in ord.er to restore the amount of $l- r825rOOO, vhich would

be transferred. from section 13 to the proposed nev section, additional resources

in an equal amount woul-d need to be provid-ed.
1/j. In its rel-ated reporty the Advisory Cornmittee on Administrative and Budgetary

euestions observed'.hat the draft resol-ution contained. in document

A/C.2/L.I1\B/Rev.f vas not confined to programme matters but also dealt vith the

form.of presentation of the Uni-r,ed Nations bud,get, a matter which the Advisory

Conmittee felt was vithin the competence of the Fifth Committee.

6. In this connexion, the Advisory Committee reiterated its view that if a

l.{ain Conmittee is of the opinion that a given activity can best be served. by a

particular budgetary presentation, the matter should be brought to the attention

of the Fifth Con:nittee by means of a recommendation from the Committee concerned.

The Fifth Corunittee coufd then discuss the budgetary aspects of the matter and

recornrnend.'action by the General Assembly in the light of over-all budgetary

consid.eration. The Advisory Committee felt that this approach should. be ad"hered

to in order to maintain the sound bud.getary proced,ures which are so important

to the Organization.

T. fn tite interest of orderly budgetary proced.ures, the Advisory Comr,rittee

reconrmended that the Secretary-General- should- ensure that whenever a llain

Committee is asked to act unon a pro'oosal which fal-ls within the field' of
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competence of the Fifth Committee, the secretariat of that llain Cornnittee should
drari the matter to its attention so that the nroposal can be referrecl to the
Fifth Cornmittee for its consid.eration.
8. During its d.iscussion on the subject in the Fifth Conrnittee a nuilber of
rlc'l aoql-i^hc 6vnressed su'pport for the vielrs of the Advisory Committee as

^teontained. in paragraphs 6 to 9 of its reoort.9
9. I'Iith respect to the node of financing technical- assistance activities
several- deJ-egations, as a natter of principle, vere of the view that such
activities should not be financed by the regular bud.get of the Unitecl l'[ations but
by voluntary contributions mad-e to the United. Itrations Development programme for
this purpose. Some of these d.elegations further indicated that their Governnents
woul-d continue to pay their share for these activities in their national-
curyencies.

l-0. Other delegations exlressed the view that the i,echnical- assistance activities
were an essential function of the United llations and should thus be properly
financed from its regular budget. rn this connexion, the;, y"".]-l-ed that the
fund-s mad-e available for these activities have been maintained at the sane l_evel
for several 1'ears and. that this represented a d,ecrease in the real- assistance
vhen account is taken of the increase in prices that have sinee occurred..
l-1 . ,A,t the conclusion of its discussion, the Fifth Cornnittee, by a roll-cal1
vote of 6t to 13, irith B abstentions, decided. to inform the General Assembly
that should it approve draft resol-ution ff recommend.ed by the Second Cormittee,
an add.itional appropriation of $t,825,000 rrould be required under part VI of
*1.ro hrrAna+ f^' -lurrs uuutjsrJ rur' t972. The Fifth Comrnit-bee further d"ecided" to draw the attention
of the General Assembly to paragraphs 6 to 9 of the Advisory Committeefs

^l.11report:' and in particular to oaragra.oh B.
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