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INT3RN,,TIOll,iL T:SCRNICLL COEFER31TCE ON Tm::: COHSERVLTION 
OF THE LIVIYG R.0SOURC~S OF THE SEA 

Types of scientific information req_uired for a fishery_: conservation programme· 

The Secretary-General has the honour 
to com~unicate the following summary of a 
paper; submitted. by the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics 1 by Professor P.l •• 
'Moiseev 1 Director of the Pacific R:esearch 
Inititute of Fisheries and Oceanography, 
Vladivostok. The full text of this paper 
will be issued as A/CONF.10/1.14, . 

FLUCTUATIONS IN THE COMM:t:;RCiliL FISH POPULLTIONS OF THE 
NORTHWEST P.b.CIJi'TC IN REfa,TIOll~ TO HYDRO-l,IBT::,OROLOGICJ,.L CONDITIONS 1 

FISHERY OPERATIONS AND OTHER FACTORS .. 

by 

P.A. Moiseev 

UN/S.JA-145 



l~/C0NF.10/1.14• ·(s~mmary) 
P~ge 2 - .. 

SUMM.l,RY 

1. The Northwest Pacific is a vast fishing area with varied fauna and flora. 

2. While the northeastern area of the Pacific and the northeastern area of 
the btlantic Ocean differ in the number of species of fish living there, in each 
area one can observe a number of species to which there will be found to corre
spond similar species in the other area, particularly among such commercial 
groups as the clupeoids, cods, salmons, flounders and mackerels. 

3. However, the biology of most of .the commercial species that live in the 
northwestdrn area of the Pacific ·differs substantially from that of similar 
species existing in th6 northern arG~ of the Atlantic Ocean, as a result of tho 
peculiari ti Gs of the oceanographic regime, th.e relief of . tp.e .. OC\3_a:n floor, the 
geologica::t· histories···of··•·the··1r:r:'ens and··othsr rEfasc:ins .' ·rn· sofae cases theiie .. .. 
difference s manifest theoselves in specific features in the biology of the 
comm0rcial fish of thG areas and in other cases give rise to considerable 
fluctuations in the numerical strsngths of s~v6ral cor.imercial species. 

4. · ~ fairly l a rge numbe~ of examples have been r ecorded showing that int ensive 
fishing undertaken in certain arGas of the Northwest Pacific without regard to 
tho specific fea tur._.s of the biology and distribution of fish and other animals 
has lt:id. to ovi:;rfishing of certain species. Extr6l~ely intensive fishing of 
certain populations of sal1~on, c~d, . herring, flounder and king crab has l ed to 
rapid r0duction in their quantity. 

5. ~11 this goes to show that there is need for agre0m0nts to be reached 
, betwsen the countries concerned, on a r a tional utilization of the stocks of 
commerci2.l populations whoss living areas lie within the limits of territorial 
wa t\:irS and the adjacbnt high sea.s so that highest possible catches can be 
,C)btainE;dy maintainin6 the num&rica l strength of populations at a high leveL 

6. Unless the countries of thG westE?rn ar,,a of the P,.1cific co-ord.iria to their 
efforts in the .con~~rvation ~hi ~~tional exploit~tion of ~hb living ·resources 
of the sea, the latter may very soon be come \0Xhausted. 




