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The signers of the above-mentioned petition claim that they were 

dispossessed by Mr. DEL BUFALO of land that belonged to them in the Goluen 

region, district of Merca, and that they were detain~d in prison for having 

defended their rights before the Authorities. 

With regard to the above we point out: 

1, On l March 1947 the Head of the British Administration granted a 

temporary lease by.means of a contract (Encl.l)~/to Mr. Silvia Del Bufalo 

on a piece of land owned by the Government and situated near the village of 

Gouled; said land covered a surface of 151,66 hectares as indicated in the 

attached sketch (Encl,2)~( 
That no private rights were held on that land emerges from the 

fact that the pre-war Italian Administration, following regular declaration 

of Government property, had, at that time, granted a lease with a limited 

contract to another persan, one Lampugnani, who thereafter abandoned it 

without exploiting it as foreseen by the deed of concession. The land was, 

in fact, overrun by brush and absolutely fallow. 

2, At the time at which this Administration took over from the British 

Administration, Mr. Del Bufalo had already cleared and exploited the greater 

part of the land leased to him, and was preparing to exploit the remaining 

acres and to invest.more capital in it. This Administration, while reminding 

the lessee of the temporary nature of the contract, did not think it fair, 

e~uitable or advisable in the interests of all to declare said contract elapsed, 

because Del Bufalo had incurred considerable expense for the insta~lation and 

the development of his farm, and his activity was part of the general plan of 

agricultural exploitation of the Territory for which so much was being done, 

However, the Administration provided Del Bufalo with the assistance 

of one of its technicians in arder to ensure a proper respect of the restrictions 

imposed by the provisions of the contract·and the protection of the natives' 

eventual rights and interests. 

When the work was started, a certain amount of opposition was expressed 

by the Somalis; among their complaints is the report dated 4 March 1951 

attached to the petition under consideration. 

/The work 

~/ Note by the Secretariat: Only the first of the two enclosures mentioned 
above was received, and it has been placed in the files of the Secretariat 
and is available to the members of the Trusteeship Council on re~uest. 
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The work was interrupted, and the Commissioner of Lower Uebi Scebeli, 

together with the Chief and Notables of Goluen and the interested parties, 

went to visit the locality and ascertain the rights of the case, 

From a survey effected on 7 March it emerged that all claims were 

unfounded; they concerned stre~ches of fallow land that were unequivocally 

part of the government land leased to Del B~alo by the British Administration. 

The Commissioner suggested, however, and his suggestion was accepted by all 

present, that a large piece of the contested land (thirty-one hectares) near 

the village of Goluen, be turned over by Del Bufalo -- who had already cleared 

it -- to the local inhabitants who intended to cultivate it, in exchange for 

another piece of land~ fallow and ~bandoned, covered nineteen hectares, on the 

outskirts of the farm of Pietro Gatti (see Encl.3)!{ 

Such exchange was suggested for reasons of opportunity, as it was 

well known that when the land in question was declared Government property 

by the pre-war Italian Administration, the natives of Goluen had been 

allotted large sections of excellent land in the neighbourhood, and that 

they left said land, as it still is today, totally uncultured. In this 

connexion there is no basis whatsoever to the excuses presented by the signers 

of the report, according to which their failure to exploit the land'is due to 

the fact that water for irrigation purposes was exclusively reserved for 

Italian farms: it is notorious in the Territory that the right to channel 

water from the river is only subject to an administrative authorization that 

had always been granted by the local Authorities to all indiscriminately, in 

relation to the inàividual need and proportionately with the quantity of water 

brought by the river. 

3. Despite all this, on 10 V.arch a group of Somalis armed with spears and 

sticks overran the land that had been allotted to Del Bufalo and, coming 

upon corporal Ibrahim Musse Roble who was directing the agricultural work, 

they beat him and left him senseless on the ground. 

The following individuals were recognized in the group and subsequently 

arrested: 

MOHAMED MAHANIA MAMO 1 

HAGI MOHAMED HASSAN0 1 

MOHAMED ABDI SCIAIR 
HAGI IMAN ABDI 
GIAMA ADEN CHEINA 
IBRAHIM HAGI ABULKADIR /They 

Note by the Secretariat: The above-mentioned enclosure has not been received. 
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They were taken before the Regional Tribunal of Merca and accused of 

physical violence on the persan of Ibrahim Musse Roble and of failure to 

observe the provision legally issued by the Commissioner of Merca in Goluen 

(art. 582 and 650 C.P.); with sentence dated 30 March 1951 the first four, 

who had confessed, were found guilty on both counts and sentenced to three 

months imprisonment and three months arrest, whereas the last two were 

ac~uitted of the imputation of physical violence and condemned to three 

months' arrest for failure to observe the provision legally issued by the 

Authorities. 

The prisoners appealed against such judgment to the Tribunal of 

Mogadiscio that, with a sentence dated 23 February 1952 confirmed the finding 

with regard to the first count, that of physical violence, and ac~uitted 

all the accused of the second count, that of failure to observe a provision 

legally issued by the Authorities, assuming that said provision was not 

brought to the knowledge of the population by means of public banns. 

4. None of the signers of the petition appears to be among the accused 

in the above-mentioned case. We cannot exclude, however, that they may 

have been detained by the police authorities in Merca at the time of the 

incident and immediately released for lack of evidence of their participation 

in same. 

/2. Petition 
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2, Petition from the Somali Youth League, Galcaio District (T/PET.ll/52/Add.l), 

The telegram of thè Galcaio section of the Somali Yo~th League, 

contents of which are the subject of the above-mentioned petition, follows up on 

the incidents that occurred in Galcaio on 26 June 1951 to which we refer in 

the observations on petition N.2o4l~ 
On 20 July 1951 the eleven individuals-arrested for the incidents 

of 26 June, who were detained in the prison of Galcaio under the imputation 

of seditious gathering and resistance to a public official, started a hunger 

strike refusing their rations or any other food that was offered them, with 

the purpose -- according to what was ascertained on the spot -- of making 

trouble for the political Authorities and inducing them to grant them their 

freedom. 

Said hunger strike lasted until the 24th, and on the 27th the 

prisoners were transferred to Mogadiscio for trial, 

The trail took place at the Court of Assizes of Mogadiscio, and 

ended on 28 September 1951 -vrith a sentence that was enclosed in copy in the 

observations to the above-mentioned pe_tition n,204. 

Note by the Secretariat: This number refers to T/PET.ll/52. 
tians see T/959, Section 6. 

/3. Petition 

For observa-
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3, Petition from Mr. Yusuf Mussa Abucar (T/PET.ll/55 and T/PET .. ll/55/Add,l 

and T/PET.ll/55/Add.2) 

The signer of the above-mentioned petition claims that the Administratior 

failed to reimburse him for damage he allegedly. suffered as. a consequence 

of the Baidoa incidents of April 1950, and that he was not paid the arrears 

due to him as an interpreter of the pre-war Italian Administration, 

We observe with regard to the above: 

l, The question of losses suffered during the Baidoa incidents of 

April 1950 is contained in petitions T/PET.ll/3, T/PET.ll/10 and T/PET.ll/14!/ 

of 28 June 1951 examined by the "ad hoc" Committee during the sessions held 

between 7 and 28 June 1951. On that occasion, following the observations 

written by the Administration and the statements made by its special 

representative, all of them intended to exonerate the Administration from 

any responsibility for damages suffered as a consequence of incidents with 

which it was entirely unconnected, the Committee adopted Resolutions, I, IV 

and vr!t Assuming that the incidents in question had been solved in a 

satisfactory manne~, and noting that the Administration had granted assistance 

to the refugees, the Committee concluded with a recommendation to the effect 

that the victims of the above-mentioned incidents who had any reasonable claim 

to present be allowed to submit their claims to the appropriate authorities, and 

that each claimant be instructed as to how to proceed. 

Such recommendation was brought to the knowledge of the population 

of Baidoa by the Administration through the Regional Commissioner, 

But the Administration did not stop there, Subsequently, despite 

the fact that the question had been settled in an administrative session, 

the Administration saw fit, in the general interests of the Somali commercial 

sector, to meet the requirements of the damaged parties by facilitating 

importation and exportation for those who were in trade and who suffered such 

setbacks as to be deprived of the necessary financial means for the 

continuation of their activities, 

/Toward 

~/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/L .185 •. 
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Toward this end a Committee was constituted in Baidoa, to examine 

claims to such facili ti es. Sa id Commi ttee, presided by the Resident, 

was composed at the Ist Cadi of Baidoa, Scek Salah Mahallim Jusuf, and of 

sorne elements trusted to act in the interests of the claimants b'ecause they 

belonged to the same group (Darot) orto the Party that had previously·presented 

their case; these were: 

MOHAMED ABDI NUR 

ABSCIR HASSAN NOHAMED 

MUSSA SCEK HASSAN OSMAN 

DUBET ISMAIN OMAR 

V. President of the Somali Youth League 
of Baidoa 

Mer chant 

Mer chant 

Notable, member of the Committee of the 
Somali Youth League of Baidoa 

In a series of sessions, completed by investigations effected on 

the spot, the Committee examined all the seventy claims and accepted only 

sixteen, for which the Administration granted the promised commercial facilities 

and financial assistance, The remaining fifty-four claims were rejected 

by the Committee because they were submitted by persans who never were residents 

of Baidoa or by persans who had suffered no loss through the incidents or had 

suffered small damage to their homes and bad already received compensation from 

the Administration (replacement of.doors or windows, mats ta repair rqofs, etc). 

The claim that Jusuf Mussa Abukar presents in the form of a petition 

is one of those examined and rejected by the above~mentioned Committee 

(see enclosed excerpt of report). 

In fact the Committee gathered that the claimant did not suffer any 

damage to his shop or to his "macaia" but only slight damage to his house. 

For such damage he bad already received compensation from the Administration. 

The lack of foundation of all the rejected claims, including the 

claim submitted by Jusuf Mussa Abukar, was confi~med by the results of the 

investigation ordered at the time by the Administration. 

2. Pursuant to Order n. 20 of 20 May 1950 the Trusteeship Administration 

is charged by the Italian Government ta settle only the arrears due to the 

personnel of the. pre-war Italian Administration. As an employee of the 

former Government of Harar, Jusuf Mussa Abukar is not entitled to the 

payment of arrears. 

/EXCERJ;'T 
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EXCERFT FROM THE REPORT RELATIVE TO THE BAIDOA COMMISSION 1 S 

EXAMINATION OF THE CLAIMS SUBMITTED BY THE PARTIES WHO AL: 

LEGEDLY SUFFERED DAMAGES AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE INCIDENTS 

OF APRIL 1950 

0 ill i s s i s 

On the other hand the Committee, having studied the information 

furnished by the interested parties and considered the results of the evidence 

submitted and the investigations carried out, expressed the opinion that the 

following people should be excluded from the benefits of the concession of export 

licences, for the reasons stated hereunder: 

1. ABDI ISSA NUR 

2. ABDULLAHI IKO MAIO 

3. ABDULCADIR ALI OMAR 

4. ABDURRAHMAN ELMI 

1 

5 • ABDURRAHMAN YUSUF ADEN 

6 • AHMED ABDULLA MOHAMED 

7. AHMED MOHAMED OSMAN 

8. AHMED NUR HAJI 

9. ALI DERE AUES 

Did not suffer any damage vri th the 
exception of a brief interruption of his 
business as a butcher. 

Only had a shop in the brush vrhich con­
tained nothing. The goods that he claims 
ta have lost belonged to Mohamed Giuggi 
who submitted his own claim. 

Suffered no damage. 

Suffered no damase because he had no 
possessions. The goods that he claimed 
were stolen or damaged belonged to h~s 
uncle Hagi Abdullahi,. Fi go. 

Absent from Baidoa since 3 years. He 
did not own any property there. On the 
morning of 17 April he was among the 
members of the S.Y.L. who went to protest 
ta the Commissioner against the aggression 
suffered by the Darats at th·e hands of the 
H.D.M. He was, at the time, only 
temporarily in Baidoa. 

Had neither house nor shop. Nobody could 
confirm his statement that he lost somè 
cattle. It was even impossible ta 
identify him definitely as he was not ta be 
found in Baidoa. 

Suffered no damage. 

Suffered no damage because hé had no 
possessions. He lived with his father, 
Hagi Abdullahi Figo. 

Suffered no damage. Before the incidents 
he had a trading licence but no shop. Novr 
he owns his own shop. 

/10. ALI 
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10. ALI FARAH GIBRIL 

11. ALI ·ISSA ILEIE 

12. ALI NUR ALI 

13. ALI SALAD AUL 

14. AMA ICAR BANA 

15 . AMIN OMAR 

16. AUES HAGI FARAH 

17. BARCADLE ABDI NUR 

18. BARRE" MOHAMED 

DAHIR ADEN MOHAMED 

20. ELMI OSMAN 

21. FARAH ALI SAMANTAR 

22. G IAMA ALI MA TAN 

Rad. no possessions. He lived with hiS 
father, Farah Gibril. 

Li ved in Bai do a for reasons of comme re e 
but did not own anything there. He bas 
a house in Mogadiscio. His shop is in 
Dusta in Ghelidle territory and is at 
present operated by his associate 
Hussein Ali. 

Owned a textile shop in Baidoa that was 
broken into during the incidents but was 
found to be completely empty. Suffered 
no damage except for a brief interruption 
of his butchering business. 

But cher. The only damage he suffered 
vras the interruption of his business, whi cc 
lasted a very short time. 

At the time of the incidents he was absent 
from Baidoa since four years and did not 
own anything there. On the day of the 
incidents he was in Merca. At present 
he has a shop in Mogadi'scio. 

He is not a Darot. He gained considerably 
from the incidents because his worst 
rivals disappeared for months. He is 
very rich. 

Owns a house and a shop in Baidoa that 
vere in no way damaged. 

Broker. The only damage he suffered was 
a temporary interruption of his activities. 

Suffered no damage. He explicitely declare:: 
that his claim was submitted as a gamble, 
owing to the generosity of AFIS. 

Suffered no damage because he ran a shop 
belonging to Abscire 1 Garbole who owned 
the stock. Abscir Garbole submitted a 
claim on his own. 

Butcher. Suffered no damage. 
remained undisturbed in Baidoa. 
owns a lot of cattle. 

He 
Still 

Owns a house in Bulo Gemeia that was un­
touched. He continued his business in 
his shop in Lugh (not Baidoa). 

At the time of the Baidoa incidents he 
was in Lugh Ferrandi and had long 
abandoned all commercial activity. He 
owns a house in Baidoa that 1-.ras untouched. 

/23. GIAMA 



23. GIAMA HASSAN IBRAHIM 

24. HAGI ABDULLAHI FIGO 

25. HAGI ABUCAR OMAR 

26. HASSAN CALAF SCIRUA 

2 7. HUSSEIN ALI ABDI 

28. ISSA IUSUF MIAD 

29. YUSUF MUSSA ABUBACHER 

30. MOHAMED HASSAN ABDULLE 

31. MOHAMED HUSSEN SCIL 
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Was not identified, One Giama Hassan exists 
in Baidoa, who is _a well known gambler 
and good-for-nothing and never owned 
anything, 

Owned a house and a shop in Baidoa that 
were not damaged. His family remained in 
Baidoa after the incidents and lived 
undisturbed. The Elai Elleno robbed 
him of sixty quintals of 11 dura11 that 
vras retùrned to him on the insistence of 
Malac Abdullahi Amin (the robbery occurred 
on the raad to Bardera, near Sciavelo). 

·He had one quintal of 11 dura11 in his 1 
warehouse in Baidoa, and that was stolen. 
The door of the warehouse was replaced by 
the Administration. 

Brother of the well-known merchant 
Mohamed Omar Maczumi. He benefited 
considerably from the incidents through the 
disappearance of his competitors. 

Rad no possessions and the~efore lost 
nothing. Was wounded on 17 April. 

Had and still has a shop in Dus ta, in 
Ghel_idle territory, Sùffered damage not 
in excess of the value of two quintals 
of 11 dura 11

• 

Owned a house and a shop in Baidoa that · 
were untouched. His family lived 
undisturbed in Baidoa vrhere they are still to 
be found. Was robbed of 11 dura11 and 
money near Bur Acaba. The twenty-three 
culprits were found by the Chiefs to 
whom he appealed, and made to return his 
property. 

His house was slightly damaged. Shop and 
11 macaia11 were untouched. On 24 April he 
was in Mogadiscio on business. On the way 
back he learned, in Bur Acaba, of the 
incidents, and returned to Mogadiscio witq 
all his goods, He later sent a uachil to 
Baidoa to fetch everything from his shop. 

Was robbed of two camels, House and shop 
were untouched. He was wounded in the 
head during the riots. 

His house ~as not damaged. He had no shop, 
The only damage he suffered was the 
temporary interruption of his activity 
as a butcher. /32_. MOHAMED 
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32. MOHAMED ISSA YUSUF 

33. MOHAMED JUSUF ISMAIL 

34. MOHAMED OMAR MACZUMI 

35 • MOHAivlED OMAR OSMAN 

36. MOHAMED SCEK ABDI SVIOVLE 

37. MOHAMED MUSSA ABUCAR 

38. Iv:OHAMED OMAR GIUMALE 

39. MOHEDIN HAJI HUSSEIN 

4o. MUMIN AHMED DERE 

41. MUSSA IBRAHIM MOHAMED 

42. OMAR ABDULLA MOHAMED 

He had no possessions. 
Miad (see no.28). 

Son of Iss Yusuf 

He is not from Baidoa. Maybe he was 
there on busines.s and lost a few G;oats. 
It was not possible ta find him or to 
learn of the damage suffered by him. 

Very vreal thy mer chant, not a Darot. 
He lived undisturbed in Baidoa with 
his brothers. He benefited more than 
anyone of the incidents of Baidoa that 
eliminated the competition from Darot 
merchants. 

Unknmm in Bâidoa. 

Uncle of the famous Maczumi (see n.34). 
He is his nephew' s associate. He lived 
in Mogadisc,io before the incidents. Now 
he lives in Baidoa. He suffered no damage. 

Had no bouse of his own. Lived with his 
brother Jusuf (see no.29). Suffered no 
damage. He claims to have been beaten 
but his claim is unfounded. 

During the riots he was not in Baidoa 
but in Dusa Mareb •. · He suffered no 
damee;e. 

His shop was broken into and he lost 
Goods valued at a few ten-dollar bills. 

House and shop untouched. 
damage. 

Was robbed on a few goats. 
"carani11 of the market and 
any commercial activity his 
rejected. 

No other 

As he 1vas a 
could not have 
claim was 

Has a prosperous shop. At the time of the 
incidents he was a free trader, buyinG 
goods for a few cents and reselling them. 
In April 1950 he had only a few somalis' 
worth of goods in his ëhop. His bouse. 
was untouched. The Ford VS that he 
claims to have lost was a wreck that had 
not been moved since years. 

/43. OMAR 



43. 

44. 
45. 

46. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 
52. 

53. 

54. 

OMAR MAHAMUD .ALI 

OSMAN MUSSA AUALE 

SALAD .ALI AHMED 

SALAD ISSAC ABDULLA 

SALAH .ABDI 

SCEK .ABDULLAHID SCEK 
IBRAHIM 

SCEK .ABICAR AUES 

SCEK OMAR MOHAMED HARUN 

SCEGO OMAR MOHAMED 

SUFI HAGI HUSSEN 

OSMAN GIAMA JUSUF 

S.ALAH MOHAMED .ALI 

p.c.c. 
THE RESIDENT 
D'AJOJA 
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It was impossible to locate hi~ because. 
the kabil to which he belongs is not known. 
Apparently a cattle merchant iri transit 
tbrough Baidoa suffered the loss of a few 
goats. 

No damage. 

No damage to his shop. His house was 
~ntouched. States he lost five camels, 
statement unchecked. 

Butcher. 
1:ntouched. 

Owned no shop. House 

Living in Bardera since two years. Owned 
a house in Baidoa that·was untouched. 
His Commercial licence had been ceded to his 
clansman Issa Jusuf (see n.28) who 
suffered no damage. 

No damage. 

Shop untouched. His house was damaged 
but he has already received compensation. 

No damage. Among ether things he did not 
own the sicamba that he claims was damaged. 

Brother of famous merchant Maczumi. 

No damage. At the time of the incidents 
he was in Afgoi. 

In April 1950 he ran a little shop in Bur 
Acaba. He left for Mogadiscio and 
locked it up. Upon his return at the end 
of 1950 he found it as he had left it. 

At the time of the Baidoa riots he lived 
in Bardera. He had no possessions and 
therefore suffèred no loss. 

0 rn i s s i s 

/T/PET.ll/55/Add.2 
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T/PET.ll/55/Add.2 

The authors of the petition in question complain that they bave not 

received compensation for the damage which they suffered during the 

disorders at Baidoa in April 1950. 

In this connexion, reference should be made to this Administrationts 

observations on the similar petition (T/PET.ll/55/Add.l, also from 

Mr. Yusuf Mussa Abucar, noting that the signatories of the petition in ~uestion 

are included in the list of persans debarred from compensation by the 

Commission at Baidoa because they did not in fact sustain any injury during 

the incidents. 

/4.. Petition 
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4. Petition from Mr. Darrr..an Hassan and. Others (T/PET.ll/59/Add.l) 

The signers of the above-mentioned petition, employees of the Gallotti 
• 

firm tha t supervises E.mbm· ka ti on and De barka ti on in the Port of Mogadiscio, 

complain of the trea tn:.ent they recei ve from the ir_ employer. 

vli th regard tô the above we refer to the observations drafted by this 

Administration on petition T/Pet.II/59!/ submitted. by the ~arr~ claimants. 

/5. Petition 

!/ Note by the Secretariat: See T /964, Section 2. 
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5. Petition from the Inter~atior..al Ethio;pian Council for study and Re-port 

(T(FET .11/(S) 

According to the complaints and criticis~B contained in the above­

mentiored petition, the Trusteeship Council had already examined T/Pet.II/23 of 

January 16,1951 submitted by Sylvia Pankhurst on behalf of the International 

Ethio];lian Council for Study and Reports. Wi th is Resolution 371 (IX) dated 

July 2, 1951 the .Trusteeship Council, while drawing the attention of said 

organization UlJOn the fact that all ~uestions relating to the Administration of 

Corraliland have been studied by the Trusteeshi];l Council during the a~nual 

examir..ation of the Territory's situation, referred the matter to the text of the 

U.N. Ger..eral Assembly' s Report, adopted by said Council in this case, as well as 

to the minutes of the public seasions in which the annual report of the 

Administra tine Authori ties \JaS examined. 

Said ccmplaints and cri ticisms are noT..r reoper..ed by the abovementioneél 

Sylvia I'anl::hurst on behalf of the same institution, on the basis of circumstan­

tiated reports alleced.ly received from three Sorrali refucees: · Daud Mohamed, 

Aden Abdi and. Ah:;red Noharœd. 

'rhe Trusteeship Administration belleves that i t would be a waste of 

the '.L'rusteeship Council' s time and patier..ce to repeat the observations and 

fic;ures am:ply contained in the a!'.nual reporJüs of 1950 and 1951 on the Terri tory; 

the se; r6ports decurrent, or: one hand, the undertak:i,ngs of the Administration 

tc1mrd. the lJOli tical, economical and social èetterment ·of the :pçpulations 

entrusted. to i t, in a clin:ate of ab solute democratie liberty and of complete 

resr:ect of the lm-ï, and, on the other hand, the lack of weight and the scanty 

.t'oFnciation of the criticisrrB contair..ed in the petition under consideration. Said 

Administration prefers to trust to the impartial and serene conclusions reached, 

on the ev:Lder:.ce of the lJI1St and present si tua ti on of public order and securi ty 

of the Territory, ·oy lnterr.a tional Orga:lizations such as the Advisory Council 

for ôorr:alilanci., "\iith :perrrar.ent residence in the Territory~ or the rœmbers of 

the "Y:LRitir..c l,iission" 1-rho recently spent three weeks there. 

'Ihe 'l'rusteeship Administration, therefcre, will restrict itself to 

furnishjq~ elem:r ... ts about. those eomplaints and cri ticisrr.s which, be cause they 

refer to fersons, circumstances, facts and fisures, should oe aîforded more 

serious consideration. The nroof tha t theze corrrulaints and cri ticisrr:S too are - ~ 

/totally 

 

 

 



T/982 
Page 19 

totally unfounded will contribute to throw light upon the en~ire contents of the 

petition and will perhaps rrake possible an exact evaluation of th~ triviality that 

characterizes the initiative under consideration. 

P.AET I 

I. Consistence of the Italian Armed Forces in the Territory. When the Italian 

Authori ties took over from the British (April l, 1950) the substitution of British 

Adminïstration military and police· forces and civilian personnel by Italian 

Administration forces and personnel occurred on the basis of a I-I proportion 

previously agreed upon. Each Bri tis:b. unit was replaced, for the same task, by an 

ItaJian unit. Subse~uently no Italian unit was introduced into the Territory, 

other than ci vilian personnel, n:ainly of a· technical arder, where i t was necessary, 

for the establishn:ent of new services or for the development of pre-existing 

services, in arder to fulfill tasks assigned to the Administration by the 

Trusteeship Agreen:ent. On the contrary, the Italian military and police units 

were gradually and considerably reduced while Sorrali battalions were gradually 

recruited and the police ranks filled~y Sorralis. On necember 31, 1950 the 

Jtalian forces present in the Territory numbered: 3230 army and 521 police. By 

recember 1951 they numbered.: 1108 ~rmy and 363 police. All 26 fixed Police posts 

in the Territory are run by Somali non-commissioned. officers. The Italian 

non-collimissioned. officers who actually rran the Stations will be gradually replaced. 

by Son:alis, as the School for Son:ali non-commissioned officers which is already 

established in Mogadiscio trains them for that d~licate service. A first 

experin:ent in this field. is already being carried. out at the Police Station of 

Balad.. 

2. True position of those members of the Police CorïJS who, according to 

the signers of the petition, would have teen un.iustly discharged ·by the 

Administration, or imprisoned, or condemned to hard labor. 

Chief Inspector Farah Segulle 

Inspector Aden Abdi 

Tiischarced on Iviarch 31, 
British Administration. 
nection whatsoever with 
Administration. 

1950 by the 
Had no con­

the Trusteeship 

(referred. to as thB si13ner of one of the 
reports) Tiischar[ied. on April 15, 1950 for 
the follovrinG reas ons: l) arbi trary 
absence from his post; 2) refusal to 

/collabora te 
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Ins"]Jector Moharred Abscir 

V. InsTJector Ahrred Sc ire 1 

V. Ins")Jector Abscir Abdurrarran 

v. Insnector Abdullahi Ahrred 

v. Inspector 1-ioharc.ed Nire 

Ist 8errz.eant Ahrr.ed Issa 

Serp,eant Juarra Iassim 

Serr;eant Farah Ali 

Ar.ent HaRsan Hoharr_ed 

Serr,eant l·1oharred Ahrred 

- Ar.;ent Scek Ussen Ali 

collaborate in searching for the 
]?9rpetrator of a homicide; 3) refusal 
to take the custon:.ary oa th, to which the 
rc.embers of the Police Corps are oblige d, 
that they Will not engage in political 
activities. 

Discharged because suspected of assisting 
in the escape of a prisoner, he was re­
encaged Wi th the right to claim payreents 
in arrears. At the present tin:e he is 
statior:ed at the Police Station of 
Villabruzzi. 

Discharged on .May 19, 1950 for disciplin­
ary reasons, having behaved disrespect­
fully to an officer of the Army. 

Unlmown. Probably lst Sergeant Ab sc ir 
Vlarsama who was discharced on Narch 31 )-S5D 
by the British Administration and, there­
fore r..ever served the Trusteeship 
Autnori ties. 

Unlmown - Probably V. Inspector Abdullahi 
l'·1oharred who was discharced on December 15 
for betrayinc the oath. 

Never \vas discharged. He is stationed 
at the Police Station of Nargherita. 

Di0charged on October 31, 1950 upon his 
req_uest. 

Never was discharged - Statio!led at the 
Police Station of Brava. 

Discharged on July 2, 1950 for discip1in­
ary reasons, havinc behaved disrespect-
ful1y to his offi?ers: ~ 

Dischargeù. on May 31, 1950 for inefficie:rc~; 

(Probably the signer of one of ~h~ 
reports) Expelled from the Corps on 
April 29, 1950 for indignity because, 
suspeci:ed of homicide, he was aca_ui tted 
for insnfn.c ieil. G evidence, tha t is to say, 
wi th a doubtful formula that did not al1o>-r 
him to remain in the employ of a public 
institution, particul~ly a delicate 
inst.itution such as the Police Corps. 

Expelled from the Corps on August 19,1950 
fol1mfinc; a penal sentence (4 years 
imprisonrrent for repeated extortion). 

Serp,eant 



- . Serr,eant Ahmed Aden 

- Ist Serr,eant Hohan:ed Erzi -

- Ist Sergeant Hohan:ed Ali 

- Agent Issa Mohan::ed 

- Ist Sergeant Giarr.a Mohamed 

Ist Agent Hohan::ed Aden 

- Agent Farah Discir 

- Sergeant Abdi Moharr.ed 

- Agent Abd.ullahi Almi 

- Ist Agent Issa vlaclic 

- Agent Issa Erzi 

'l'/ ':;'OC. 
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Discharced. on May 20, 1950 for betraying 
the oath. 

Discharged. on June 15, 1950 for d.iscipliri­
ary reasons, having refused. to obey his 
officer when ord.ered. to arrest some 
persans suspected. of theft. 

Discharged. on April 30, 1950 for 
spreading false rumours. 

Expelled from the Corps on May 22, 1951 
after being degraded for the following -
reason: "following a disciplinary 
punishn::ent, he falsely accused his 

·Commanding Officer and rebelled against 
an arder received from his campaign 
C onm:.ander" • 

Discharged on August·l8, 1950 for having 
fostered the aggression upon the Arab 
po pula ti on of l·:largheri ta by groups of 
Somali rebels on April 24, 1950 (he was 
not tried on account of an amnesty) • 

Discharged on April 12, 1950 because he 
·refused to take the oath that obliges 
members of the Corps to abstain from 
politièal activities. 

Absent from du~y without leave since 
April 12, 1950. 

Unknown - Probably Agent Abdi Ahn::ed, dis­
charged on October 15, 1950 for having 
stolen some n::aterial belonging to the 

·Administration. 

Discharged by the British Administration 
on March 31, 1950. Never had any 
connection vTi th the Trusteeship 
Administration. 

,Discharged on April 30, 1950 for failing 
to perform his duty becaus~, on the 
occasion of the arrest of son:e of his 
brawling tribesmen he expressed his 
disapproval by hampering the investiga~ 
tions. 

Never was discharged.. At the present 
time he is stationed. at the Police 
Station of Bulo Burti. 

/If we 
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If we exclude Sere;eant Mohan:ed .Ahn:ed and Agent Scek Ussen Ali, who 

vrere tried for serious transgressions, none of the above-n:entioned individuals 

was im:prisoned or sente,nced. The dism:issals were all provoked by serious 

breaches of the disciplinary regulations of the Corps. 

It is hardly necessary to point out that the penalty of hard labor 

is not foreseen by the lmm of the Terri tory. 

3· True position of n:embers of the Police Corps who, according to the signers 

of the -petition, uould have abandoned their career and emigrated to Ethiopia 

or r:.eir:hborinr: countries in fear of "Jeinp, impriso:ce.d for their anti-Italian 

vie1-rs. 

Ins-pector Daud Hoharr.ed alias Tirr.airi 1 - (reprc:sented as the :;ligner of one 

Ill-L.rpector Kalif Sc ire 1 

v. Ino-pector Giarr.a Aden 

Tot Sor~eant lssa Farah 

Serr:eant Ali Farol1 

v. Insrector Abdurrarr.an Orr.ar-

Inspec tor J'.bdurrarr.an I-lumin -

of the reports) - Formerly a Chief 
Inspect0r of Police of Sorr.aliland, he 
was diacharged by the British Administra­
tion on IV!ay 28, 1:;48 because he was 
sentenced to two years imprisonrr.ent. He 
m;-:er served this Administration that 
assurr.ed authority in the Territory on 
April 1, 1950. 

Discharged by the _British Administration 
· on January 31, 1950 upon his reguest. 
He never hai any connection with the 
Trusteeship Administration. 

Discharged on February 15, 1951 for be­
traying the oath. 

Discharged by the British Administration 
on Narch 31, 1950_. Ne ver had any 
connection with the Trusteeship 
Administration. 

Discharged on April 8, 1950 upon his 
reCJ_uest. 

Discharged by thP. British Administration 
on Narch 31, 1950. Ne ver had any 
connection with the Trusteeship Adminis­
tration. 

Rever was discharged - Stationed at 
present at the Police Station of 
Margherita. 

l~. 'rruo T)Osition of civilians that, according to the signérs of the petition, 

should have been arrested or dj s;nissed or employed in humble tasks. 

Dr. Louis Clerr.ente Salole - Forrr.erly employed by the Judge of Sorr.ali­
land he asked for and obtai:ced three 

' n:onths leave to go 1Jombay. Was not seen 
oT heard from since. 

/ - Abdi Hussen - 1 

 



- Abdi Hussen 

- Ahreed Aëlen 

- Ahrr:eël Dahir 

- Ali Hussen 

- Ahmeël Mohen:eël 
---··-~--

- Abëlulkaëlir Issa 

- Hohameël Nur 

Ahmeël Aden Cabah 

- Giarra Calif Coscin 

- Abdi Ha.ii 

· - Ahmeël Sc ire 1 Abgal 

- Ahmeël Atto 

- Hohameël Erzi 
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Never was dismisseél - At the present 
time he is employeël as a cashier at the 
Residence of El Bur. 

Dismissed on Aucust 1, 1951 because sen­
tenced by the Juëliciary Authorities to 
pay a fine of to/3.000 Sorealis for theft 
of Administration property. 

Never was ëlismissed - At present he is 
employeël as an accountant by the Office 
of Business Taxation. 

There are several ·employees of this name 
in the Administration, it is therefore 
impossible to identify the persan to whom 
reference is made. 

There are several employees of this narre 
in the Administration, i t is therefore 
impossible to identify the persan to whom 
reference is rr:ade. 

Never was ëlismissed. At present he is 
employeël at ~he Treasury Office-as an 
accountant. 

There ~re several employees of this narre 
in the Administration, it is therefore 
impossible to identify the person to 
whom reference is rrade. 

Unknown. 

(see ~;~2 of Part II) 

Submitted in April 1950 to disciplinary 
action for violation of office secrets, 
he· ëlisappeareël before his ëlismissal was 
ar.r~ounced. 

Dismissed on December 191 1951 for lack 
of ëliscipline anël baël behavio~, as 
confirrreël by the ëlisciplinary Commission 
composeël of Italian officials anël 
Somali employees. 

Forrrerly employeël at the Residence of 
Sciusciuban, in October 1950 he left 
the country clanëlestinely for 
Sorralilanël. 

Formerly employeël at the Chisirraio 
Hospital he is at present a patient in 
the Hospital at Mocaëliscio, suffering 
from T.B. 

/ - Aden Salam 
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"" Aden Salam 

Hur Ah:rœd -

Formerly an interpreter at the Residence of 
Villabruzzi, in July 1950 he went to 
EthiÇlpia on leave and never came back. 

1\ever 1·ms dismissed - At present he is 
employed by the Secretariat of the 
Territorial Council, as archivist and 
interpreter. 

The proportion of Italian and Somali civilians employed by the 

Trusteeship Administration is evidenced by the following fic;ures: 

December 31, 1950 - Total 4426 - Somalis 3641 - Italians 760 

December 31, 1951 - Total 4506 - Somalis 3730 - Italians 750 
Only 363 of the Italians stem from Italy, the major part was 

recruited by the British Administration and passed on in bulk to the 

Trusteeship Administration. 

'Ihe S'orr:alis viere already occupying their posts of direct responsibili ty 

(Heads of Custoir..s Offices, Heads of Post Offices, Grade School Teachers, Cashiers) 

llith the exception of technicians (Doctors, Judces, Veterinaries, Agriculturists) 

or those occupyinc po~ts entailing political responsibilities (Heads of Central 

Offices, Corrmrissioners, Residents). ~heir progressive preparation for these 

posts is being taken care of by special schools and classes, as explained in 

detail in the second Annual Report. 

5· Situation of the vrisons. In ~by 1951 the number of prisohers in the 

district jails listed in the petition was the following: 

Iscia Baidca: 76; Chismaio: 50; Merca: 55; Villabruzzi:· 26. 
Be tire en January 1 and December 31, 1951, in the whole Terri tory, 2864 

persans were arrested of lvhich 1023 were released and 1841 brouc;ht to trial, 

almost all for crirr.es acainst property or fights, none for poli.tical offenses. 

The Mogadiscio prison has an iniïrmary directed by a doc tor, wi th 50 
beds. In the peripheral prisons, sanitary inspection is carried out. daily, 

scrupulously ensured by the Residence physici'm. 

Pursuant to the Italian Regulations for the Institutes of prevention 

and punishrr.ent (R.D. 18 June, 1941) that were extended to the Territory, the 

m~ximum disciplinary punishment inflicted on the prisoners is represented by 

halving their rations. No 11 death-cells" exist. Work is voluntary and is 

paid for by an adequate increase of rations. In the Mogadiscio.._ :trison, where a 

soap factory, a dyeir~ plant a~d a ta:loring shop a~e established, workers are 

paid in money for pie ce -ivork. 

/6. Justice 
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6. Justice and Judiciary Police. ·with regard to the complair.ts concerning the 

organization of justice in the Territory, we refer to the observations drafted 

by this Administration on petition T/Pet.II/39· ~/ We may add that, pursuant 

to the.existing Judiciary Regulations, the practice of sentencing by Penal Decree, 

wi thout hearing the accused but granting him the right to ap:peal to the sarre 

judge, is reB'tricted to crimes for which.the jud13e believes that a term not 

exceeding three months will be inflicted. Although in fact this practice 

was only carried out in very exce:ptional cases, the draft of a new judiciary 

regulation foreseen by the Administration, about which the Hon. Advisory Council 

of the United Nations has already teen consulted and that soon will be discussed 

by the Territorial Council, excludes, when sentencing to any term of imprisonment, 

the use of Penal Decree, that will therefore be restricted to the imposition of 

small fines. The same draft will eetablish, among ether things, a President 

of the Regional Tribunal ether than the Collimissioner, and foresees "the implemen­

tation of a more perfectly independant judiciary authority in accordance with 

article 7 of the Declaration annexed to the Trusteeship Agreement. 

Concurrently, a new Police Regulation was drafted by the Administration, 

likewise submitted to the Hon. Advisory Council of the U.N. and to the 

Territorial Council, that will be completely in line with the most modern 

legislation, abolishing certain limitative provisions which, as a matter of 

fact, l'lere never applied during the TrusteeshiJ? regiine. 

PART II 

I. Freedom of thoupftt - The incident of the Secretary of S.Y.L. of Villabruzzi, 

~uoted as an example of violation of the freedom of thouljht on the :part of the 

Administration, indicates, on the contrary, the mistaken conception that son:e 

Somalis have of individual liberties. 

On May 30, 1950 just before the visit t6 Villabruzzi of the Italian 

Undersecretary of State, Mr. Brusasca, Mr. Hassan Mohan:ed Degfhei, secretary of 

the Villabruzzi section of the League of Somali Youth, sr~tched an Italian flag 

from a child who was holding i t and tore i t to pieces. Irm:r.ediately after, 

seeing an Italian flag over the· door of a private house, he hit·it with.a stick 

and dragged it dawn, ther~tfter tearing it to pieces in front of the population 

· /of the 

~Note by the Secretariat: See this document, Sec.tion 1. 
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of the village who had. foregathered. to welcorre the Under~ecretary. It is 
obvious that Hassan Degghei ex:pressed. his opinions in terms that consti tuted 

a violation of the freed.om of thought of the child. and of the owner of the 

house who ex:pos~d. the flag. Taken before the Regional' Tribunal of Benad.ir 

and. im:puted. of vilification of the Italian flag (art. 292 c.P.) he did. not 

serve his sentence because of an amnesty for :political crimes that was 

declared on July 17,1950. 

Subseq_uently, on Se:ptember 18, 1951, he was arrested. in Villabruzzi 

because he was res:ponsible for instigating the villagers to d.isobey the laiN. 

The Regional Tribur~l of Uebi Scebeli sentenced. him, on January 26, 1952 

to 8 months im:prisonment. · No ap:peal was filed. and the sentence was served. 

2. Freedom of the Press - Mr. Giama Kalif Coscin was not im:prisoned for 

having addressed a letter to the 11Corriere della So!!èalia 11 in which he 

re~uested that a news column be :printed. inEnglish in the :pa:per. On the 

contrary, said letter was :published. in the issue of April 25, 1950 of the 

"Corriere", starting a controversial corres:por:dence that was also :published 

in the sarre neHs:pa:per., In the course of this corres:pondence the Public 

Prosecutor issued. a warrant for the arrest of Giama I~lif because he was 

sus:pected of com:plicity in the homicide of the Italian non-corrmissioned 

officer Andrea Franzo' which occurred on April 27, 1950. Giarra's arrést 

took :place on April 30; the "Corriere della Sorralia11
, however, :published 

another of his letters on May 3• In this letter Giarra Kalif, answering the 

Sorrali lvloharred. Scek Osrran, reaffirrred. the necessi ty of :printing e. news 

column in English in the daily plper. Giama Kalif was eventually acq_uitted, 

for insufficient evidence, of com:plicity in the homicide (see Observations on 

T/Pet.II/21, ~/ discussed by the :pro:per Committee last year). 

3· Freedom to im~ort newspapers, rranuscripts and. publications - No notice 

was :published. in the "Corriere della Somalia" of July 15 by the Regional 

Corr.missioner of Benad.ir. 

The signers of the :petition :probably refer to a notice by the 

Regional Cornmissioner of Benadir which a:p:peared in the issue of July 25 of the 

sarre newspa:per, in which the :puolic ~as remindéd that, analogously to a 

j:practice 

, 1/ Note by the Secretariat. See Document T/908 
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~ractice common to all civilizea countries in the world, a Police permit is 

required to display bills and notices in public places. Absolute freedom to 

import and distribute newspapers, ~nuscripts and publications exists in the 

Territory, so lo~g as they do not offend public marals. 

PART III 

I. Toward evolution from the tribal system The policy of the Administration 

is inspired by the intention of promoting the evolution of the population toward 

a democratie representative regirre that would take into account the traditional 

institutions (art.9 of the Declaration ~nnexed to the Trusteeship Agreerr.ent). 

The recent political reform, mentioned in the second Annual Report, constitutes 

a proof of the encouragerr.ent afforded to the Political Parties in arder to ensure 

progressive evolution from tribal traditions. 

2. Baidoa incidents The incidents that took place in Baidoa in April 1950 

responsibility for which is attributed to Doctor Copasso, former Commissioner 

for Alto Giuba, were.carefully examined by the Trusteeship Council and by the 
. ' 

Corr~ittee ad hoc for petitions, last year (see also observations drafted by this 

Administration on petition T/Pet.II/55/Add.I) ~/. 

/6 .Petition 

· ~/ Note by the Secretariat: See this docurr.ent, Section 3· 
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6. Petition from Mr. Tom Graves (T/PET.ll/67) 

Vœ. Tom Graves expresses some doubt,regarding the intention of the 

Trusteeship Administration to make it possible for Somalis to enter Italian 

universities; he maintains that the scholarships for Africans are attributed 

to Italians born in the Territory instead of to the Somalis themselves who 

consequently would be condemned to occupy humble, second-rate posts in the 

Administration. 

Vœ. Grovest doubts and remarks are utterly unjustified. Apart from 

the fact that Somali students -- in conditions absolutely similar to those 

of the Italian students -- can enter Italian high schools and from these the 

"Ginnasio" and, "liceo", both classical and scientific, and therefore the 

Universities, .it is a fact that six high schools are already functioning in 

the Territory (Somali Junior High School, Teachers' School, Political­

Administrative School, Public Health School, Artisans' School, ·Aeronautical 

Specialiste' School) while the five-year plan for the development of the 

Institution foresees the gradual opening, between July of this year,and 

July 1954, of more high schools -- among which are a professional school for 

industrial training, handicrafts, accountancy and commerce, a professional 

maritime and fishery school, a professional agricultural college, and the 

transformation of some of the present high schools into senior high schools 

("Scuola Magistrale Somala", "Scuola Assistenti Medici e Ostetriche", "Scuola 

Sr:ecializzazione Giuridica") from which it will be possible to graduate to 

universities. 

Starting with the current year, Somali students will be regularly 

sent to Italy. 

At present no Somali is in possession of the necessary degree or 

of sufficient instruction to undertake university etudies. 

Of the 18 scholarships for Africans established by the Italian 

Universities, not one was awarded to It~lian students from Somaliland. No 

error of interpretation is conceivable on this matter,•inasmuch as no official 

Italian d..,cument ever mentions Italiàns born in Somaliland as "indigenous"; as 

a matter of fact this term was completely suppressed by the official Italian 

terminology. 

/In the 
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In the meanwhile Somalis are already active in administrative posts 

entailing direct rèsponsibility (Reads of Customst Offices, Heads of Post 

Offices, Elementary School Teachers, Cashiers) except in cases where technical 

knowledge is required (Doctors, Judges, V~terinaries, Agricultural Experts) 

or where political responsibilities are involved (Reads of Central Offices, 

Commissioners, Residents). 

\ 

/7. Petition 
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7. Peti tian from the "Unione Pattriottica Bimalia" and the 11Hisbia Dighil 

and Mirifle 11 (T /PET .11/76) 

The signers of the above-mentioned petition claim that in Merca the 

Somali Youth League is allowed to spread anti-democratic propaganda, and ask 

that the Administration take measures to repatriate the responsible parties 

to their country of origin. 

It cannat be excluded -- according to the results of the 

investigations carried out -- that demonstrations such as the signers of the 
; 

petition claim to have.witnessed at the public radio audition promoted by 

the Administration in Merca were actually staged by the members of the League. 

However, they did not cause, nor are they likely to cause, any disturbance 

of public arder in that centre. 

/8. Petition 



T/982 
Page 31 

8. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Brava (T/PET.11/77) 

With regard to the claims concerning the sanitary and scho1astic 

organization and the composition of the Municipal Council in Brava(n.l, 2 and 3), 

we refer to the observations drafted by the Administration on petition 

T /PET .ll/70 ):./ 

With regard to the al1eged inade~uacy of the wharf, we observe that 

the Brava dock has a1ways been considered a third-rate one, on account of the 

proximity-of the secondary dock at Merca (117 kms.) that is much better 

e~uipped. However, as of 31 December 1951, 25,000·somalis had a1ready been spent 

for the maintenance of said dock, and 200,000 somalis have been budgeted for 

the work now being done in Brava to repair the damage occasioned by the sea 

stcirms and to re-store the stone wharf. 

During 1951 the arrival of 28 "sambuchi11 and the departure of 24 was 

registered at the Brava dock. 

/9. Petition 

lf Note by the Secretariat: See T/967, section 2. 
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. ·-- .... 

· 9. Petition from the "Unione Africani-Somalia", Branch of Afgoi (T /PET .ll/78) 

The Section of Afgoi. of the African Somali Union complains tha t 

95 per cent of the Somali contingent of the Trusteeship Administration consis ts 

of element affiliated to the extremist political party of the.Somali ·Youth 

League. / 

' 
We refer, in this connexion, to the observations drafted on 

petition T/PET.ll/75.l/ 

/10. Petition 

!/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/975, section 4. 
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10. Petition from the Chiefs and Notables of Merca (T/PET.ll/79) 

(a) - (c) --The signers of theabove-mentioned petition claim that 

they are not taken into consideration by the Authori ties in discussing affairs 

related to the administration of the district and of the city of Merca. 

With reference to the above we state that the discussion of such 

affaira takes place within the proper legally constituted organizations: 

the Residence Council and the Municipal Council. The former is composed of 

Chiefs elected in "scirs" by the tribes living in the district, and of 

representatives chosen by the Political Parties; the latter is composed of 

representatives of the various activities of the city, designated by the 

Residence Council. The Somalis themselves, therefore, democratically elect 

the official representatives of their choice, a choice that the Administration 
> 

merely sanctions with its act of nomination. If the claimants were not 

called to take part in either of the aforesaid organizations,'we must conclude 

that,they do not enjoy the prestige and the authority that they boast of. 

(b) (d) (e) -- As for the complainte about the usage of the Arabie 

language, we refer, with regard to Foreign Commerce and the functioning of 
1 

Justice, to the observations drafted in answer to petitions No. 162 

(T/PET.ll/39)!/ and No. 220 (T/PÈT.ll/62)~/. In particular, we add that 

access to the Courts is absolutely free, in Merca as everywhere in the 

Terri tory. 

:N'etes by the Secretariat: 
!/ See this document, section 1. 
gj See T /964, section 5. 

/ll. Petition 
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11. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Merca (T/P.ET.ll/80) 

The Somali Youth League -- Merca section--- repeats the complaints 

previous1y expressed by the Central Committee of the Party concerning the 

Administration's activities in various sectors, adapting said complaints to 

the loca1ity of Merca. 

Vle refer, therefore, to the observations drafted by this 

Administration on petition T/PET.ll/3~/ as wel1 as to those drafted on 

petition T/PET.l1/4o5../, T/PET.ll/621./ and T/PET.ll/7rJ:/. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 
1/ See this document, section l. 
2/ See T/952, section 3. 
}/ See T/964, section 5. 
~/ See this document, section 10. 

ji2. Petition 
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12. Petition from the "Associazione Gioventu Benadir" (T/PET.ll/81) 

The signer of the above-mentioned petition expresses general 

complainte concerning the scholastic, 'sani tary; economie and poli tièal 

situation of the Merca district. 

We refer to the observations drafted by this Administration on 

:petitions T/PET.'ll/39J:./, T/PET.ll/62s/, T/PET.ll/7rJ2./. We add that, with 

regard to the complainte concerning bank credit, the Italian Banking 

Institutions operating in the Territory, far from restricting their operations 

of credit to ltalians, have granted, during 1951, credits to Somalis in the 

amount of 30 million somalis (approximately) mostly in the agricultural and 

commercial sector. 

,Notes by the Secretariat: 
1-..f See this document, section 1. 
sf See T /964, section 5. 
]./ See this document, section 10. 

/13. Petition 



13. Peti tian from "The Merchant of Somalia" (T /PET .11/87) 

A11 the comp1aints in this petition were examined in the observations 

on petitions T/PET.11/56l../, T/FET.l1/625../, T/PET.11/92)_/ and T/PET.ll/152
4/ 

to vlhich reference shou1d be made. 

lJotes by the Secretariat: 
1/ See T/959/Add.1, section 1. 
2/ See T/964, section 5· 
}/ See T/978, section 9· 
~/ See this cl.ocument, section 48. 

/14. Petition 
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14. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Kismayu (T/PET.ll/88) 

The Somali Youth League of Kismayu criticizes the organization of the 

education and health services at Kismayu, and the position in regard to the land 

in the district. 

In this connexion, we make the following observations: 

l. Grganizaticn of the schools: the following schools were in .. operation 

at Kismayu during the 1951-52 school year: 

One Italian-type elementary school 

One Somali-type day elementary scnool 

for boy,s 

. One Somali-type day elementary school 

for girls 

Evening elementary schools for adults with 

teaching in Italian 

Evening elementary schools for adults with· 

teaching in Arabie 
1 

(3 classes, 14 pupils) 

(4 classes, 134 pupils) 

(2 classes, 24 pupils) 

(5 classes, 148 pupils) 

(2 classes, 48 p'upils) 

In the 1951-52 school year, four Italian teachers, four Somali teachers 

and one LibyF.n teacher taught in the above -mentioned schools. 

According to the compulsory education syllabus in all Somali-type 

elementary schools Arab~c is the only written language taught in the preparatory 
Italian 

and first classes, only spokenjbeing taught. From the second class upwards both 

languages are taught. 

Although of course adults in SomalilanèL, like everywhere else, have 

more difficulty_ in learning than children, the criticisms made of the Kismayu 

evening schools are unfounded the floù of students to the evening schools is 

enough to demonstrate this. 

The rouch greater number of students at the evening classes in Italian 

as comp'ared with those in Arabie also shows tl:nt, gsnerally speaking the practical 

interest of the population in the study of ArEbic is less than in the study of 

Italian. 

2. Health organization 

(a) The hospital and the infirmaries receive a quarterly supply of drugs on 

the basis of their own requests; moreover, in cases of urgent need, drugs are sent 

by the quickest possible means in ans-v1er to a cab led request. VJhen owing to 

/exceptional 



exceptional circumstances, such as the rainy season of 1951, it is difficult to 

obtain drugs from Mogadiscio, the hospital is authorized to purchase them on the 

spot, although this is much more expensive. 

(b) There has never been any case in which prompt assistance could not be 

rendered because of the lack of drugs. 

(c) Somalis often show unjustified distrust of medicines which are supplied 

to them free and freqw::ntly ask to buy medicine themselves. Sometimes the doc tor 

aclvises sorne proprietary medicine which is not on the list or fr.ee drugs, but if 

the patient bas not the money to buy it himself, galenic preparations or other 

available drugs are substituted for the proprietary brands. 

(d) There bas never been any case in which a patient bas bad to forego 

treatment for lack of money; if treatment bas been refus~d, it bas been when 

the patient "asked for penicillin for a muscular pain or wben his complaint was 

imaginary. 

(e) The Administration has also assigned a surgeon to the hospital at 

Kisma.yu, so tbat there are normally two doctors there. 

(f) Alter&ticns and improvements have been planned for the hospital and 

sorne are actually in progress. There is no lack of water closets; the trouble is 

rather that the Somalis are not accustomed to using them, and have to be constantl::

''atched to prevent them from relieving themselves near the hospital. Of course 

for patients who are seriously ill there are bed pans and bottles. 

(g) One lavatory is reserved for the doctors and the paying patients, 

·Hhich is an obvious precaution in view of the fact that most of the patients have 

not yet learned hygienic habits. 

(h) It is very seldom that Europeans attend the out-patients dispensary, è~:

vork is not suspended for this or an~ other reason, for if the doctor is 

temporarily engaged elsewhere during opening hours, a trained native orderly 

continues to provide service, 

(i) As long as the hospit~l has been open, there nas been a twenty-four 

hour guard service consisting of a Somali orderly and a caretaker. Moreover, 

the two Italian orderlies at the hospital take turns each week in providing a 

firGt-aid service. 

/(l) The hospital 
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( 1) The hospital now has a motor ambulance, which 1vas provided at the 

earliest opportunity, and in seasons whenthe roàds are passable it is used to 

transport serious cases. 

). Position with regard to land 

When it granted land concessiono to farmers wi th sufficient means to 

engage in intensive cultivation which could be of real assistance to the area and 

the Territory, and provide employment for the population during the off-season, 

the pre-war Colonial Administration always bore in mind·the needs of the riverside 

farmers, setting aside vast reservations and st:r'ictlvr respecting the areas already 

being cultivate'd by the indigenousinhabitants. 

At that time there were sorne cases of concessions being granted to 

non-indigenous farmers, but every transaction was paid for by agreement between 

the parties. 

The agricultural zones cultivated by the indigenous inhabitants are 

more than 60 kilometres upstream, whereas the farming concessions are all dawn­

stream. 

It will therefore be seen that the best land has been left to the 

indigenous inhabitants, since the land downstream .is well known to be alkaline 

(Ph = 8) and in many cases saline. (The high tides rise as far as 60 kilometres 

up the ri ver.) 

With regard to the cultivation and 'sale of cotton and the request 

that indigenous agriculture should be encouraged, reference .should be made to 

the observations on petitions T/PET.ll/74 !land T/PET.ll/l59·g/ 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

l/ See T/978, Section 6. 
gj See this document, Section 49. 

/l5.Petition 



15. Fetititon from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Bulo Burti (T/FET.ll/89) 

TiJi th regard to the complaints contained in the above-mentioned 

petition, we observe: 

l. This Administration never enlisted, in Bulo Burti or" elsewhere, Chiefs 

and Notables with the purpose of spreading conservative political propaganda 

among the populations. The Chiefs are e lected by the "kabils" in tradi tional 
11 scirc" and the A;ministration merely sanctions such elections with the dee.d 

of nomination that entitles them to a monthly salary; the Notables, although they

èo not specifically rule over the kabils, are traditionally considered by public 

opinion ns persans of particular culture and prestige, and as such are called to 

tuke part in the Residence Ccundl. 

2. In 1950 the Residenée Council of Bulo Burti regularly elected its 

representativcG to the Regional Assembly for the designation of the Territorial 

Councillors of the Region. It emerges that when the session opened the Resident 

aclvised the Assembly that they were to designate the 11 territorial11 representatives

and not the Party representatives who would be directly designated~by the 

respective Central CoQmittees; it was not forbidden, however, to choose 
11 territorial11 representatives atnong persans affiliated with the Parties: said 

percons, if designated would· occupy regional seats in the Territorial Council 

and not poli tic al seats as the latter 1v-ere restricted to the members designated 

by the Central Corrmittees of the Parties. Such system aimed to increase the 

strength of the political elements rather than to diminish it. 

). In June 1951 the existence of three sources of cattle pest were 

discovered in the Uebi Scebeli region, i~ which Bulo Burti is located, so timely 

measures were adopted by the Veterinary Service of the Region and more than 5000 

animals were treated with serum. It is estimated that over 90% of the infected 

cattle was saved. 

4. fart of the school-books on various subjects in the Arabie language 

that the Resiclent of Bulo Burti hacl. inheri ted from the British Administration 

( 171) were ',;ithc1ravm at the enù of the school year 1950-51 by the Central 

Gcholo.stic Authorities f~r better distribution among the Arabie teachers, pending 

the urrival from Egypt of a new selection. The Bulo Burti students were given 

rE:c;ulation text.:..boolw, as all over the Territory. 

/The population 
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The population of the Bulo Burti district numbers about 65,000 - not , 

200,000 - but the residents of the capital do not exceed 3000, with the following 

school-age population: 70 pupils (not 40) who attend'elementary day schools and 

102 pupils :registered at night schools. The Administration is taking the 

necessary steps to obtain from its present inhabitants the return of the building 

that was constructed in 1940 to bouse the. schools of the locality.· It will thus 

be possible, in 1952-53, to increase the number of classes and of students 

considerably in that area. 

Moreover, the plap for educational development foresees the openlng 

of three new shcools in three localities (Bugda Acable, Piero Versi and 

Gialalassi) of the Bulo Burti district. At least one of said schools will open 

the next school year, and the others as soon as two more teachers will be 

available. The Arabie language is taught in Bulo Burti, as elsewhere, with 

courses in several classes; in the second class lessons are held every day 

from 7.30 to 10 a.m. and from 12 to 12.30 p.m. In the third, fourth and fifth 

class, from 7 to 7.30 and from 10.30 ~o 12. On Sunday the Arabie language is 

taught to the exclusion of any other subject, in all classes and for the duration 

of the lesson (from 7.30 to 10.30). 

5. It emerges, from the sanitary registers of the Residence and from 

general statistics, that during the crucial malaria period the following cases 

of primitive malaria were registered in the district of Bulo Burti: 

March n. 58 

April tl 419 

- May tf· 251 

- .June tl 457 

All patients were treated at the surgery. 

6. From monthly statistics, it emerges'that the·number. of prisoners 

detained in the prison of Bulo Burti never exceeded 30 ·people. As of 

31 December 1951 the situation in those prisons was the following: 21 prisoners 

awaiting trial and 2 serving sentence, none for political reasons. 

It is hardly worthwhile painting. ou:t the glibness wi th which the signers 

of the petition bandy. numbers and percentages. If half the data that they have 

furnished should prove to be correct (99o/o of the population in ill health, 50% 

deceased, complete destruction of all livestock) the district of Bulo Burti would 

be reduced to a desert,. whereas it evidences the continuation of regular Jife and· . 

shows that the recurrent seasonal troubles have been met by the Administration 

with corrective measures proportionate .to their importance. 

/16. Petition 
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16. Petition from tbe Somali Youth League, Branch of Gardo (T/PET.ll/90) 

In substance the Somali Youth League of Gardo claims: 

l. That they were deprived~ _.in 1950, of the use of the ir headquarters • 

This question was discussed last year by the Trusteeship Council in 

relation to petition T/PET.ll/18. In its Resolution 368 (IX) dated·2 July l95l 

the Trusteeship Council called the attention of the signera of the petition to 

the observations of the Administering Authorities according to which the premis-:z

used as. headquarters by the S.Y.L. of Gardo were government property, and the 

Administration requested that they be vacated with the only purpose of arranging

suitable premises for the school that had been opened in that centre. 

2. that they did not obtàin the permission to construct new premises. 

vle point out that the land request.ed for this purpose was found to he::;,

been previously assigned to another native. The League started legal proced~e 

against the opponent, but did not carry it through although encouraged to do so 

by the Resident anà by the opponent himself who wished to see the matter 

definitively settled. For· the past eight months the League 'has shown no intere.::t

in the matter and has not requested another building site, although repeatedly 

invited to do so. 

3. that a telegram of protest presented to the Resident of Gardo for 

furtherance was not transmitted to the addressee. 

In this connexion a thorough investigation was conducted by the 

Administration, from which it emerges that the Resident convinced the senders . . 

of the untruths contained in the telegram and that the latter spontaneously took 

back the telegram and the money. Although no harm ensued, this Administration 

admonished the official in question and ordered him to refrain in future from 

any such intervention. 

4. that sorne of their members were assaulted in September 1951 by mem~

of the adverse party, 

We point out tàat the above complaint refers to a _banal incident that 

occurred on 12 September 1951, when a group of young men of the Somali Youth 

League who were returning to the village after presenting their greetings to the 

Resident for "Arafa" was attacked by the Progressive Somali League who were 
' 

/annoyed 
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annoyed by the parade formation assumed by the group in traversing the village~ 

No damage was done and the following evening the Resident settled the question 

between the two parties in a.friendly way. 

5·. that the elementary school teacher of that centre was involved in· 

political activities. 

We point out that such accusation is without any foundation whatsoever. 
'· 

The schoolteacher, Emilio Lucanots work, ever since his arrival in Garda, has 

been exclusively restricted to his scholastic duties. Misunderstandings, 

diffidence, resentment caused by non-poli tic al rea sons did ini tially spring up 

around him. The religious chiefs feared to see the children of Garda corrupted 

by heretical teaching, the Koranic teachers fearecl to lose :their earnings, the 

League feared to lose its monopoly on the diffusion of news. It is a fact that 

all this was saon overcome, t~e people's diffidence was broken dawn and their 

fears proved to be groundless~ The suêcess of the school in Garda during its 

secon~ year evidences ·the perseverant and intelligent work accomplished by its 

teacher. 

6. that the infirmary is inadequate. 

We point out in connexion with this complaipt that the infirmary in 

Garda always has been, and is at present, satisfactory. The medicine supply has 

never failêd and the village never had to complain of the treatment afforded its · as many 
patients. During the famine in Mijurtinia in 1950, the Gardo infirmary house~/as 

40 patients a day. .In difficult circumstances possibly hundreds of people were 

saved from death by starvation and from illness following it. The population of 

Garda also helped, and a collection raised among Italians and natives yielded 

about 1,500 somalis that were used to buy food for the more needy; this in 

addition to continual assistance from the Administration. 

With regard to the requests listed at the end of the above-mentioned 

petition, the District of Gardo numbers inclusively a population of 26,000 
inhabitants; in this connexion we point out that: 

1. 5 elementary classes are. held in Gardo; 2 others will be opened in 

tbe District during the coming year. 

2. The infirmary is visited twice a month by the doctor in Eli. 

/3. During 1951 
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3· During 1951 repairs were effected on the raad between Galcaio, Gardo, 

Bender and Cassim to the extent of 240,000 somalis; the excavation of new wells 

in that district is part of a general· programme of. hydraulic research that will 

be carried out pursuant to the re.sult. of a sur:vey ·conducted by the Administra tien) 

the "Technical Mission11 and the E.C.A. Mission. 

4. The. workers of Mijurtinia are paid in relation to the hours of work 

and to their efficiency (a minimum pay of 2.50 somalis per hour and a maximum 

pay of 12 somalis per hour). 

5· Public services in Garda have already been organized since July of 

last year, following the creation of a Municipality in that centre. 

6. Pursuant to an agreement reached on 31 January 1951, with the 

British Administration Authorities, the traffic to and from Somaliland, for 

reasons of commerce or migration, is subject, in the former case, to the 

possession of a pass issued by the Commissioner of Mijurtinia and valid for one 

year, and in the latter case to.the possession of a frontiér card, of unlimited 

duration, issued by the Re~ident of Garda. 

7• We see no necessity of establishing an institution for the poor in 

Garda, because the improved conditions in the region have definitivE.ly reduced 

the hazard of death by denutrition. A considerable number of undernourished 

children have been received in the orphanage of Mogadiscio, where thèy immèdiatel:y 

improved and, at the present time, are enjoying excellent health • 
. . 

/17. Petition 
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17. Petition from the "Unione Africani-Somalia", :13rs.nch of Be let Uen 

(T /PET .11/91) 

The section of Belet Uen of the Afr1can Somali Union complains that 

95 per cent of the Somali contingent of the Trusteeship Administration consists 

of element affiliated to the extremist pol~tical party of the Somali Youth 

League. 

· We refer, in this connexion, to the observations drafted on 
1/ petition T/PF1' .11/75.-

'/18. 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/975, Section 4. 
Petition 
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18. Petition from the "Unione Africani-Somalia11
, Branch of Bu1o Burti 

(T /PET .11/93) 

The section of Bu1o Burti of the ~frican Somali Union complains that 

95 per cent of the Somali contingent of the Trusteeship Administration consists 

of element affiliated to the extremist political party of the Somali Youth 

·League. 

. We refer, in this connexion, to the observations drafted on 

petition T/PIT,ll/75.1/ 

/19. Petition 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/975, Section 4. 
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19. Petition from the "Uni one Africani-Somalia11
, Branch of Baid.oa (T /PET .11/94) 

The section of Baid.oa of the African Somali Union complains that_ 

95 per cent ~f the Somali contingent of the Trusteeshîp Administration consists 

of element affiliated. to the extremist political party of the Somali Youth 

League. 

We refer, in this connexion, to the observations d.rafted. on 

petition Tf.cET.ll/75.l/ 

/20. Petition 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/975, Section 4. 
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20. Petition from the "Unione Africani-Sonialia", Branch of Balad (T/PET .11/95) 

The section of Balad of the African Somali UniQn complains that 

95 per cent of the Somali contingent of the Trusteeship Administration consists 

of element affiliated to the extremist poli tic al party of the Somali Youth 
League, 

He refer, in this connexion, to the observations riraft.ed on 
petition T /PET. 11/75 ):../ 

/21. 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/975, Section 4. 
:Petition 
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21. Petition from the "Unione Africani-Somalia11
, Branch of Bur Aca"ba 

(T /PET .11/96) 

The section of Bur Acaba of the African Somali Union complains that 

95 per cent of the Somali contingent of the Trusteeship Administration consists 

of elements affiliated to the extremist poli tic al party of the Somali Youth 

League. 

We refer, in this connexion, to the observations drafted on 

petition T /FET .11/75 ):/ 

/22. Petition 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/975, Section 4. 

" 
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22. Petition frcm the "Societa Anonima Coonerativa /\:\ri cola11 Mille :Braccia 

(T /PET .11/98) 

The question raised in this netition is rlealt 1vith in detail in the 

observations o~ petition T/PET.ll/16)::.? from the same com2_Jany (S.A.C.A.M.:B.A.), 

to vrhich reference should. be macle. 

/23. Petition 

l/ Hote by the Secretarie.t: See Section '32. 



23. Petition from the uAllevi Scuola P:renarazione Politico Adcltn.inistrativau 

(T /PET .11/99) 

The petitioner, who is a student at the "Scuola d_i preparazione 

politico-amministrativa11 criticizes the organization and operation of this school. 

In this connexion we malœ the following observations: 

l. Methods of teaching 

The methods of teaching employed in the school are aclal_)tec'l_ to the level 

of preparation of the :pupils and in particular to their scanty knouledge of 

Italian and Arabie which often makes it necessary to dwell repeatedly on any idea 

in order to ensure that it is understood by the stuàents. The fact that this 

school has not so far required any study certificate from candidates to its 

entrance examination has ,harl the result that several of the students have revealed 

serious gaps in their knowledge in one ètirection or another ancl often lack that 

background which is essential to understanding the kincl of teaching given at the 

school, which is on the level of that normally providec1 in secondary or higher 

schools. 

"Hhen the se considerations are borne in mind, the statement that the 

lessons, which include legal material, are at a lmïer level than those taught in_ 

the other schools is quite unfo}illcleèt, as can be seen from the att,,ched extract 
. 1/ 

from the 1951 curriculum (Annex I)~ 

2, Organization 

In connexion with the organization of the school, an extract from the 

regulations is attached (Annex 2)1/: classes started on 17 August 1951 and the 

ne\·T headquarters of the school, at which the Unitecl Nations Visiting Mission 

was received, vms opened on 13 August. 

3. Teachers 

The school is àirected b_y a professer of le.;r of the University of Rome, 

sent to Mogadiscio expressly for this purpose and not holcling any other _post or 

duties. The teachers also include Mr. Mario Villoresi, teacher on the regular 

establishment and secondary school head_master, Hr. Dino Donatelli, secondary­

school te ne hers, Mr, Contegiacomo, established seconclary school teacher, 

Miss Maria Teresa Suma, secoDilary school teacher of i\re."bic, Mr. Andrea Lanata, 

secondary school teacher of J\.rabic li terature ancl Islamic institutions; the.re 

/are also 

1./ Note by the Secretariat: The documents referrecl to hc.ve been :9lccecl in the 
files of the Secretariat and are available to the members of the Trustee shi -o 
Council on request. 
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are also three officials teaching at the school (one magistrate, the assistant 

at the De:9:1rtment of Judicial and Legislative Aff airs anè_ the Vice-Chief of the 

Accounts Office, all pers ons specially Hell q_ualified by their experience to 

tea~h t~e subjects assigned to them). In seven months of school, these 

officials missed only five hours of clasneo. 

4 . Languages 

The teaching of languages is not part of the basic school curriculum 

but Arabie and Italian are tauGht as supplementary subjects in order to remedy 

the insufficient linguistic knouledge of sorne of the students. Three hours a 

vreek are set asic'l_e for "the teaching of Arabie and the same for Italian. 

It bas been noted that sorne students in the first class, <Tho at the 

beginning of the course knevv only a li tt le of one language, are novr in a 

position to pass the examination for admission to the second class in both 

langueges. 

5 . Hours of s tuc1_:i . 

The school is open in the afternoon in arder to give e,mployees of 

the Administration an opportunity to attend, but there is nothing to prevent 

persans vrho have the mornings free from attending also. 

Even those students vrho are employed have fifteen and a half hours 

left out of the tuenty-four -- after six hours at the office o.nd tvvo and a half 

hours at school -- out of vvhich, allovring for sleep c.nd meals, they should be 

able to find ~s many hours for study as most students in any part of the world. 

It is vvorth rememberir.g that when the Chairman of the United Nations 

Visiting Mission asked the petitioner v·rhy hè at·:;ended the school which he had 

said v-ras unsatisfactory and badly organized, Ahmed Scere ensv-rered in very 

different terms from his petition. He said that he attended school simply to 

pass the time vrhich he would otherwise have hacl to spend wandering abol!v vUe 

streets. Later he completely abandoned his classes vvhi ch he bad in any case 

attended only desultorily, and did not even tr· ke the ex2rrinations of the first 

class, although he v-ras or.e of the most intelligent students. 

/24. Petition 

n 
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24-. Petition from the "Guard.ie Carcerarie Somale" (T/PET.ll/100) 

The signer of the above-mentioned. petition submits general complaints 

about the treatment he alleged.ly receives in his ~uality of prison guard.. He 

clainis, in particular, that he is not afford.ed the possibility of atte:r:d.ing school. 

We enclose charts of the salaries a:r:d rations that are given to 

prison guards and observe, with regard to schooling, that said. personnel can 

attend evening school for adults in Mogadiscio, to which it has free access, 

subject to working hours. 

/SALARY 



SllARY l.PD VARICUS IIIDEMNITIES DUE TO PRISON GUARDS 

t!l.jJ y .Monthly 
RANK Y cars in Monthly pay p:dson living-

service indenmity quarters 
(1) ir"demnity 

I~.Dpl'onti ce Gua rd 50 
Guarcl 70 1 15 
GuCLrd, 1st C1ass B5 1 15 
Scrccu.nt lOO 1.5 25 
8cr30ü.nt r.:a ,jor 120 1.5 25 
v. Inspcctor 160 2 30 

1 175 
2 190 
3 205 
4 220 
5 235 
6 250 

Tns1~cctor 260 2.5 35 
l 275 
2 290 
3 305 
4 320 
5 335 
6 350 

Chief Inspoctor 360 3 40 
1 380 
2 400' 
3 4.20 
4 440 
5 460 
6 480 

(l) For personnel not provided with living-quarters 
Personnel listed above also receive the following indemnities: 

(a) 

( c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Rations: (b) Efficiency bonus: 20 sorralis per month payable at 

Efficiency bonus: 
( 2nd class) · 

S!~ecial over-r;a:v: 

SPecial over-r:a:v: 

(lst class) 5% of the roll; 
30 sorralis per month payable at 20% of the roll; 

(lst class) 20 sorrnlis per month to armourers, 
cobblers, nurses and drivers; 
(2nd class) 10 sorralis per month to cooks, telephone 
operators and warehouse men. 

Efficiency bon1lses and special over-pay cannat be accumulated. 

Mogadiscio, May 23, 1950 

Signed: THE ATIMINISTRATOR · 
FORNARI 
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25. Petition from Mr. Rassan Mohamed Hindi arn Others (T/PET.ll/101.) 

Extensive explanations 0)1\ the questions raised in this petition 

have already been given in the comments on similar petitions, T/PET.ll/4o!/, 

T/PET.ll/62?/, T/PET.ll/66'3/, T/PET.ll/71,'±/and T/PET.ll/l52d../. Reference should 

be rrade to these observations and to the Second Annual Report for a complete 

account of the_achievements of the ItalianAdministration in public education, 

social welfare, justice, trade ar.d economie matters, the principles on which 

the Administration~ policy with regard to each of these subjects is based and 

the methods 1'1"hich it follows. 

It may, however, be useful at this juncture to give so~e further 

information on new points or points which were not sufficiently dealt with in 

earli~r comments. 

(1) 'TEACRERS A certain r.umber of Administration officials do in fact give 

their services in some of the night schools for adults. The persons in question 

have certificates authorizing them to teach, ar.d their work, which is volunt~ry 
and unpaid, far from justifying the conclusion that the schools in the Territory 

are run by unqualified teachers, is merely a proof of the Administra tion!s 

determination to use every means at its disposal to combat illiteracy. There 

are only six teachers from the Càrabinieri ar.d military forces, not hund~eds and 

naturally they too have the regular diploma entitling them to teach. 

(2) EPIDEMICS As stated on page 122 of the First Annual Report, the long 

drought and the resulting death of livestock led, in 1950, to a serious famine 

in Mijertein. 

Between September and November a large number of people in the area 

suffered from dysentery symptoms, only a small percentage of which were of the 

amoebic type (in the Bender Cassim area); in the bacillary cases the great 

rrajority of the bacilli were not in the dysentery group but were enterococci in 

conjunction wtth enterotoxic staphylococci and bacterium coli. The serodiagncoes 

for dysentery,para-dysentery and meta-dysentery carried out by the bacteriologist 

Dr. Santostefano, who was sent to·the area, were clearly negative, from which it 

Notes by the Secretariat: 
See T/952; Section 3. 
See T/964, Section 5. 
See this document, Section 5· 
See T/978, Section 6. 
See this document, Section 48. 

/was concluded 
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was concluded that the symptoms of diarrhoea observed were attributable to a 

simple increase of norrral intestinal activity in persans weakened by famine. 

The Administration immediately took steps to meet the situation and no expense 

was spared. The Inspecter General of Health, Professer Hoffreann, Dr. :Bacchelli, 

the bacteriologist Dr. Santostofano and Dr. Tonelli l·mre sent to the area to 
' assist tho local doctors. 

Tho following supplies were sent to tho area: 

Sorghum and rraise 3,500 quintals 

Len:.ons ar.d anions 50 " 
Rico 250 Il 

1' 

Toa 2 " 
:Biscuits ~5 " 
Sugar ~5 Il 

This food was distributed free of oost. 

In addition a Siccicl consignœent of twelve quintals of medical 

supplies 1vas sent, inclù.ding: 

Vitamins 

Cor.densed milk 

Cod liver oil 

150,000 tablets 

600 kg. 

310 kg. 

All the Rosidencies in the area opened kitchens and camps to help the 

po or ar:d starving. More than 200,000 son:alos were spent on the se emergency 

reeasures. In tho brief space of three months the situation was tmproved and 

it was completely remediee}. by the rains which fell after two years' drought. 

On more than one occasion, the chiefs in the area expressed their gratitude 

to the Aruministrator for the assistance which the AQffiinistration had given their 

people in these distressing circumstanccs. 

As regards the pernicious malaria which is said to have broken out 

, in the Mudugh Provinces, it should be pointed out that realaria is an endemie 

disease throughout the Territory and that, so far, no particularly serious 

outbreaks have occurred in the Mudugh or elsewhere. Statistics on the situation 

in the Bulo :Burti district, generally the area most subject to the disease, 

will be found in the commenta on petition T/PET.ll/89!/. 

/ ( 3) SOtfi.ALI 

!f Note by the Secretariat: See this document, Section 15. 
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(3) SO~ALI Q.UARTERS OF MOGADISCIO The Administration has given ar.d will 

continue to give the neoessary attention to the situation in the Somali quartera 

of Mogadiscio. A~art from the faot that out of a total of 130 municipal 

street-sweepers, at least 80 are assigned to the Somali quartera, the health 

problem in these quarters is peing considered from a muoh wider point of view. 

During 195lj at a oost of 160,000 sorralos, the Somali quarter of Aœaruini was 

demolished arn a~ asphalt raad was opened linking the Piazza Rava and the Sorrali . 

quarter of Bulo Elai. A further 38 lighting plants have been set up in the_ 

va+ious quarters and 7 more are being oonstructed. During the current year, 

61,000 somalos w~ll be spent on the construction of a madel village near the 

Arraruini quarter, to consist of 700 huts grouped round a masque, a olinic, a 

sohool ar.d a drinking-water fountain. All this work forms part of a city 

planning soheme, the final detailE of whioh are now being worked out. 

(4.) PROSTITUTION The accusations levelled against the Administration with 

.regard to prostitution are Ôompletely without foundation. Apart from the 

faot that the two women's organizations·in the Territory (the Donne Somale 

Associazione and ~he Associazione Femminile Unione Africani) were not established 

by the Administration but were formed on their own initiative, their programiTe 

is very different from that attributed to them by the authors of the, petition. 

Ur~er the direction of Italian ladies, these organizations conduct classes in 

hygiene sanitation and dressrraking to promote the advancement of women in 

Somaliland. 

So far as prostitution is concerned, the provisions of articles 

531-537 of the Italian Penal Cude are at présent applied in the Territory. 

However, in arder to giv~ effeot to the principles contained in the Convention 

for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persans and of the Exploitation of the 

Prostitution of Others which was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 

on 2 J)eoember 1949 and came into force on 25 July 1951, the above-mentioned . 

articles have recently been revised, Whereas, under the Italian Penal Code, 

certain offences (incitement, encouragement and compulsion) rray be punished only 

in certain cilcumstances (for example, if the persan concerned is a minor, if 

violence or threats are used or if the persans are related), under article 1 of 

the Convention such offences must be punished in every case, without exception. 

/It has 
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It has therefore again boen nocesoary; 

(1) to bring into lino tho aforesaid provisions of the Penal Code; 

(2) to abrogato any provisions imposing compulsory control ar~ 
supervision on persans engagod in prostitution; 

(3) to prohibit tho oponine, in any form, of houses of prostitution. 

Complete regulations on the rr.atter arc containccl in tho follovTing 

provisions of tho noi·T "Police P.ofSUlo.tions for tho Torritory of Somaliland11 which 

aro now undor consideration by tho Torritorinl Council. 

Inciton:ont to 

prostitution 

Promises intoLdod 
for prostitution 

Inciterr.ent 

'Repeal of 

laws 

0 

Article 1':52. Except in tho cases for which 

provioion is n:ade in the Penal Code, any persan who, 

to era tify the pa.ss ions o:f rmothor, induces or 

incitas for purposos of prostitution, another 

porson, avon ~vith tho consent of that persan, 

s!:all be liable to imprisonmont for a period not 

excecÀing throo months and to a fine not exceeding 

300 sorralos. 

Jœticlo 11J... No ono shall kccp, rr.anage or in any 

vm.y fir:o.nco a buildine or other place for the purposes

of prostitution& Offenders shall be liable to 

"imprisomr;ent for a pericd not exceeding six months 

and a flno not oxceeêl.ing 600 son:alos. 

Any porson who lmmiingly lets or rents a 

building or any part thereof for the purpose of 

prostitution shall be lio.ble to the same penalties. 

Article 111 (a). No one shall, even i~directly, 

solicit, incite or entice another persan to immorality 

in any public place or place which is open to the 

public. If no more serious offence is involved, 

offenders shall be liable to imprisonment for a 

peri cd not exceeding six months. If the offence 

is re pea ted, the penalty may be doubled. 

Article 1)4. All laws on prostitution promulgated 

prior to the present Ordinance shall be repealed. 

This Police Ordi~ance will probably come into effect in about tvro 
months 1 tirc.o. 

/with regard 
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With regard to the provisions of the Convention in respect of measures 

to supp~ess international traffic·, in prostitutes and the emigration of such 

persons, it should b~ noted that these aspects of the problem do not arise in 

the Territory. 

At Mogadiscio, the only large town in Somaliland, where a numerous 

foreign community lives side by side with the indigenous population, there is 

r:aturally a certai.n amount of prostitution but it is on a very small scale. 

From the date of the transfer cf powers -- 1 April 1950 -- to the present time, 

the births of eleven half-breeds have been registered at the Municipal Offices. 

/26. Petition -
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26. Petition from Y~. Jama Gurri and Others (~/PET.ll/103) 

All the complaints contained in this petition have already been 

examined in the comments on petitions T/PET.ll/4ol/and T/PET.ll/6~/, to 

which reference should be made. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

l/ See T/952, Section 3. 
g/ See this document, Section 5. 

/27. Petition 
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27. Petition from the "Unione Difesa della Somalia", Mogadiscio (T/PET.ll/105) 

The questions raised in this petition have been dealt with in the 

comments on petitions T/PET.ll/74~/, T/PET.ll/113~/, T/PET.ll/15~/. · 

With regard ta the alleged emigration from the Territory of Europeans 

who have been discouraged by the economie situation, there have ndso far been 

any signs of such a movement. 

Needless ta state, the Europeans who have been working in the 

Territory for many years are closely watching the attitude of the Somali 

members of various local government bodies ta the problems confronting the 

future State and drawing their own conclusions so far as their own interests 

are concerned. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

li See T/978, Section 6. 

~/ See this document, Section 29. 

J/ See this document, Section 48. 

/28. Petition 



28. Petition from the Temporary Committee and Members of the Hisbia Dighil and 

Mirifle, Hogadiscio (T/FET.ll/109) 

The authors of the petition complain, apparently in their capacity of 

members of the Temporary Committee of the Hisbia Dighil and Mirifle, that the 

Administration intervened in the activities of their party to ensure the election 

of persons in its payas officers. They also express the party's dissatisfaction

with the Administration's activities llhich, they allege, leave much to be desired 

in every respect. 

It should be pointed out that at the tirne of the petition, its 

signatories no longer held any position in the Hisbia Dighil and Hirifle; 

consequently, their complaints can be considered only on a personal basis. 

The events to which the petitioners refer were as follows: 

On l) February 19)1, the llisbia Dighil and Mirifle held a General 

Assembly attended by sorne representatives from the outstations and fifty 

members from MoGadiscio. 

As a result of that Assembly the following officers vlere elected: 

OSl·ffiH HOHANED 

ABUKAR Ol>lAR SCEGO 

ABDULKADIR MOEAMED ADEN 

President, employed at the De Martino 

hospital 

Vice-President, an interpreter, originally 

attached to tho Mogadiscio Residency and 

later to the Territorial Council 

Secretary-General, a private citizen 

all signatories of the petition. 

The regularity and legality of the Assembly, however, were immediately 

challenged by numerous members of the outgoing Corr~ittee who alleged that, under 

the existing Statute, the Assembly must be composed of all the members of the 

Party and not merely of f:ifty members from .Mogadiscio and a few chiefs from the 

outstations. They claimed that this procedure was unconstitutional, arbitrary 

and directed solely at er:st:rir:g tl:e electicn of certain Hcgucliscio candidates. 

The Statute then in force did in fact provide that the Committee should 

be elected by the General Assembly of members, that it should remain in office 

six months and tllat it could be re-elected. The Fresident was not subject to 

this provision, since, under the same Statute) he was virtually placed in office 

for life. 

/In opposition 
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In opposition to these statutory provisions, the various "revolutionary' 

Temporary Committees of the H.D.M. had previously introduced a number of 

amendments 'ivhich were never accepted, by the majority of those concerned, 

sincA they had not be.en adopted by the competent General Assembly. 

One of the amendments in question was as follows: "The Committee shall 

be elected by an Assembly of fifty members from Mogadiscio. The President shall 

be elected by the Committee and shall remain in office for six months." 

The Resident·of Mogadiscio agreed that the arguments of non-validity 

were justified and, in accordance with the powers conferred on him by 

Proclamation l'Jo. 4 of 1948, he informed the newly elected officers that he 

could not recognize their appointment, since it had been made in violation of 

the statutory provisions. It should be noted that the Resident took this 

position despite the fact that tvo of the three persons elected were employed 

by the Administration. 

As a result of the intervention of Fadel Bey, the Egyptian representa­

tive on the Advisory Council, agreement was reached on a compromise whereby a 

Provisional Committee was appointed to conduct the normal administrative business 

of the Party and to prepare the way for a General Assembly to discuss and approve 

the ne1.; Statute and appoint new officers. 

This Frovisional Coœmittee, of which many of the signatories of the 

petition were members, was set up in May 1951. On 3 June 1951 it celebrated 

the fifth anniversary of the founding of the Party and on that ~ccasion,-

Osman Mohammed 

been confirmed 

the irregularly e1ected President whose appointment had not 

made the follovring speech which was reported in full in the 

Corriere della Somalia of 4 June 1951: 

"Your Excellencies, Gentlemen, dear friends. 

"On beha1f of the Coœmittee of the Hizbia Dighil and Mirif1e, I give 

you all our most sincere and devoted thanks for your powerful and welcome 

assistance. Best wishes to my dear Somali brothers on the anniversary cf 

the founding of our Party. 

"Our activities began on 25 March 1947, in turbulent and difficult 

days; in a brief space of time,they have assumed truly imposing proportions. 

I wish to state that our faith has contributed to this development and to the 

general demand that the august likeness of our native land, our future free anc1 

/independent 
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independant Somali State, should appear on our pennons. We recognize the 

efforts that have been made by the present Administration; their task has not 

been easy but bristling with difficulties which have been overcome by the good­

will of all concerned and in particular of His Excellency Ambassador Fornari. 

"In the name of our party we warmly recommend the Trusteeship 

Administration in Somaliland (and we are sure that it will do so) to encourage 

and promote the greater use of Arabie, the language chosen by the Territorial 

Council and adopted by referendum as the offical language because it is the 

language of the Roly Koran and of the age-old culture of the Somali people. 

"The educational aspect has so far played a predominant part in the 

prograrr.me which the Administration is now carrying out and this cannot but be 

a cause for rejoicing. A people's evolution ever runs parallel to·its 

cultural development and its progress. But let us not forget, my friends, 

that Somaliland is predominantly an agricultural country and that we must base 

our hopes on this, since agriculture and the intensive development of livestock 

breeding must form the supporting pillars of our Nation's economie structure. 

It is well to recall one truth, namely that more than 400,000 Somalis, according 

to approximate estimates, are engaged in agriculture, and that this huge mass 

of people constitutes part of our dear family of the Hizbia Dighil and Mirifle, 

which is paying due attention to the tremendous potentialities of this sector, 

whose task will be to bring new life to the economy and finances of Somaliland. 

"On this solemn occasion 've wish to reiterate the principles on which 

our programme has always been based. It is our policy to collaborate sincerely 

with and support the far-sighted policy of the Italian Administration, which has 

always shown and is once more showing the world its profound knowledge of 

political, legal, administrative and social matters and, what is more, the 

unquestionable honesty of its intentions. 

"We are deeply grateful to H.E. Mr. Gorini, Vice-Administrator of 

Somaliland. R.E. Vittorio Carpio, Philippine representative, the members of 

the Secretariat of the United Nations Advisory Council, Mr. Barry Rer Britannic 

Majesty's Consul at Mogadiscio, Vrr. Guy Monge, Consul of the French Republic 

at ~logadiscio and all the officers of the A.F.I.S. who have been kind enough 

to honour us vith their presence, the representatives of the Pakistan and Arab 

communities, the leaders of the political parties and leading personalities of 

Somaliland. 

/''Somali 
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"Somali people, in the cities, villages, forests, one and united, in 

the name of God and of the Sacred Majesty of our newborn Fatherland rise to 

your feet! Lift ever higher to the pure blue sky all your flags, your banners 

and your emblems and raise the powerful cry of our irreproachable passion. 

"Long live Somaliland! Long live Islam! Long live thé United Nations! 

Long live Italy! Long live liberty~" 

Between the date of this speech and the date when the petition was 

signed, the Party's Assembly met in plenary session (on 5 September 1951) and 

the majority of the Party's members appointed a new Committee from which sorne 

of the members from Mogadiscio (Osman Mohamed, Abukar Omar Scego and 

Abdulkadir Ahmed) were excluded as the result of regular elections; this is 

quite understandable, since most of.the party's supporters come from outside 

the capital. 

It is hardly necessary to add that bath the Resident and the armed 

police remained completely aloof from the party's A8sembly and the elections. 

The following officers were elected at the above-mentioned Assembly: 

President 

Vice-President 

Secretary-General 

HUSSEN AHMED ALI 

GEILANI MALAK 

ISSA:K BASCIR 

An employee of the Administration 

An employee of the Ditta Vecco 

An interpreter employed by the 

_Administration. 

The first two are now Territorial Councillors and, except for the few 

signatories of the petition, none of the numerous members of H.D.M. has so far 

cast any doubt on the validity of their tenure of office, which is based on the 

general consent of the numerous outstations which constitute the bulk of the 

party. 

It is quite possible that Mr. Romano received members of H.D.M., 

listened to them and even gave them advice, but there is no provision forbidding 

this. 

It should be added that at a later Assembly, held on 30 December 1951, 

H.D.M. finally adopted a regular Statute which will certainly put an end to all 

future discussion on the procedure for appointing officers. 

jwith regard 
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Hi th regard to the comp1aints about the Administration' s action in 

various respects, reference shou1d be made to the coŒreents on petitions 

T/FET.ll/4o!/, T/PET.11/52~/, T/FET.l1/5Gl/, T/PET.l1/6~/, T/P.ET.11/661/, 
T/FET.l1/742/, T/PET.11/921/, T/PET.11/101~/. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

~/ See T/952, Section 3. 

g/ See T/959, Section 6. 

}/ See T/959, Add.1, Section l. 

~/ See T/964; Section 5. 

2/ See this document, Section 5. 

§/ See T/978, Section 6. 

Il See T/978, Section 9. 

~/ See this document, Section 25. 

/29. 
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29 • Petition from the Somali Lorry Owners of the "Società Autotrasporti 

Somali" (T/PET .11/113) 

The signera of the above-mentioned petition claim that their Truckers' 

Association (S .A .S.) was not given work, so that .they were obliged to sell the ir 

trucks below cost in order to live. They also claim that the Administration 

gave work to Italian Trucking Companies and not to Somali Companies. 

We observe that, when the Administration of the Territory changed hands, 

the situation of private auto-transportation was absolutely disastrous. Only a 

few cars in miserable state of repair had survived the wear and tear of the war 

years. Private offers of work for new transportation companies, Italian, 

Somali or mixed :._ all syndicated -- (Gruppo Autotrasporti Riuniti) vrere 

practically inexistant, because of the stagnant state of business and the 

inability, _in most cases, of the available trucks to undertake long trips. 

Although the Trusteeship Administration ~isposed of a sufficient number 

of trucks of its own to ensure the proper functioning of its military and 

civilian services, steps were taken at once to allow the use of private cars for 

certain services in order to provide a livelihood for the above-ffientioned 

transportation syndicates. 

It may be that despite auch protective :rr;easures so:n::e truckers were 

obliged, during the slump, to sell their vehicles·, as it cannet 'be .excluted that 

the competition for work (insufficient with respect to the available number of 

vehicles) may have resulted in the exclusion of one or another trucker from the 

service of the Administration. 

However, to obviate auch occurrences and to ensure equal chances of 

work and respective earnings for all, on 12 October 1951, that is on a date 

subsequent to that of the petition in question, the Administration stipulated 

with the "Gruppo Autotrasportatori Riuniti" a plan regulating transportation by 

truck and trailer of food supplies and goods in general, as of passengers, for 

their Civilian and Military Offices and Services. Pursuant to art.I of said 

regulation the Administration undertakes to place orders dire.ctly with the 

Syndicate Office who in turn undertakes to distribute the work among the nine 

syndicated firms, on the basis of the tonnage available to each firm with 

respect to the total tonnage. 

/The "Societa 
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' The ''Società Autotrasportatori Somali'' (s .A .S.) to which the clai:o:ants 

belong is one of the nina syndicated firms. From investigations carried out it­

err.erges that the Syndicats scrupulously fulfils its engagerr:ent to distribute the 

work equttably arr.ong the syndicated firme, without distinction between Somalis 

and Italians. This is confirrr:ed by the fact that of twenty-eight trucks that 

were recently furnished to the Aiministration by the Syndicate, eighteen 

belonged to Sorr.alis. 

/30. Petition 



T/982 
Page 69 

30 • Petition from the Sheikhs, Chiefs and Notables of the Mi,jertein Province 

.. (T/PET.ll/114) 

We submit the following observations with regard to the various 

headings of the petition: 

1. Unemployrrent. It is not true that the population of Mijertein Province 

(total 86,000 inhabitants) cannet find work. Apart from the salt beds at 

Hordio, financial negotiations for the reopening of which are being carried on 

between the Italian firm concerned and the Japanese E.C.A. there is nè lack of 

openings for labour; the road works being carried out all over the Province and 

the Gallotti fisheries at Bender Cassim, Areddia a Candala and Caramelli ad Abo 

could employ all that part of the population which is not engaged in stock­

breeding and trade. It is true that the Somalis in general, and the 
1 

Mijerteiners in particular, have not yet acquired the habit of regular work; 

the camali work for a few weeks and then go off, satisfied to have picked up 

a few dozen somalos, while the fisheries, which are obliged in the season to 

work continuously, often have to make use of Arab labour from Mokalla. Huntreds 

of thousands of somalos have been put into circulation in the Province by the 

payment of the arrears due to the ex-Ascaris; but not one of the recipients has 
' . 

had the initiative to atart any productive enterprise. 

2. Famine and Cholera. There bas never C.en an epidemie of cholera in the 

Terri tory. Full information concerning ti.e famine of 1950 was supplied in the 1/ . . 
observations on petition T/PET.ll/1011 to which reference should be made. 

Commerce. Trade between Mijertein and the ports of Aden, Mokalla, Zanzibar, 

etc., is proceeding normally and it is not true that the laws and regulations in 

force have created difficulties for the traders of the Territory. On the 

contrary, there has been an increase and development of trade by sea, especially 

at Bender Cassim, where customs duties have amounted to more than 30,000 So. a 

month in recent months. 

4. Arrests. No one bas ever been arrested without good reason. The case of 

the twelve persona arrested at Alula in October 1951 for organizing a seditious 

meeting was dealt with in detail in the observations concerning petition 

T/PET.ll/160.g/ The twelve accused parsons were sentenced by the Mijertein 

Regional Court on 18 March 1952 to terms of imprisonment varying from eight 

months to one year. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 
~~ See this document, Section 25. 
'? 1 See this document, Section 50. 

/5· Dhows. 



5. Dhows. The observations concerning petition T/PET .11/72}:./ deal with this 

question in detail. 

6. Hospitals. There are in Mijertein: 

(a) A hospital at Alula, with a doctor (Dr. Russo) and thirty beds; 

(b) a hospital at Bender Cassim, with a doctor (~r. Angrisani) and thirty 

beds; 

(c) an infirrrary at Eil, with a doctor (formerly Dr. Bonura, now Dr. Erandi) 

and six beda; 

There are also, of course, a number of infirmeries in these three towns. 

(d) an infirrrary at Scusciuban, with six beda; 

(e) a dispensary at Candela; 

(f) an infirrrary at Hordio, with aix beds; 

(g) an infjrrrary at Hafun, with six beda; 

(h) a dispensary at Bargal; 

(i) an infirrrary at Gardo, with twenty beda; 

(j) a dispensary at Bender Beila, with three beds; 

(k) a dispensary at Garos, with three beda; 

(1) a ~ispensary, recently set up, at Ghesselei (Alula); 

(m) a dispensary, recently set up, at Bereda (Alula). 

In all the above-mentioned dispensaries and infirn;aries there are 

So~li nurses and medical orderlies, and they are visited regularly by the 

nearest doctor and restocked every three months with all the medicines they need. 

7. Schools. In Mijertein there-are seven daytin;e achools and four.night 

schools, plac~d according to population distribution (at Bender Cassim, Alula, 

Scusciuban, Gardo, Eil, Candala and Garoe). There are thirteen daytirre courses, 

with 373 registered pupils, rnd,ten evening courses, with 340 registered pupils. 

There is one Italian teacher, se-,en Sorralis and one Libyan. The people· do not 

show much enthusiasm; the number of pupils who actually attend school is much 

lesa than that of registered pupils. 

/31. Petition 

. !}p.ote by ~he Secretariat: See T/967, Section 3. 



T/982 
Page 71 

31. Petition from Mr. Ibrahim Moallim Ali and Others (T/PET.ll/115) 

The signera of the above-mentioned petition allege that the 

Administration refused to grant them any help towàrd establishing a Somali 

Co-operative of agricultural exploitation on land belonging to their tribe 

(Abgal-Matan) in the Balad area, and that subsequently same land was occupied 

by the Administration itself with the purpose of establishing an agricultural 

company "of the Administrator and his personnel" (sic.), in opposition to the 

provisions of art.l4 of the Trusteeship Agreement. 

The allegations of the signera of the petition are totally unfounded. 

At the beginning of 1951 the population of the territory of Balad was 

encouraged by the Administration to farm those stretches of land which, situated 

on the banks of the Uebi Scebeli, offer some possibility of rational exploitation. 

The Administration immediately offered the free co-operation of their teehnicians 

to choose the most adequate locations, and promised all kinds of help. The 

people of the Illivi and Cavale groups stationed on the right bank of the river 

anewered the appeal; with a constitutive deed dated 9 August 1951 the 

'•societe Cooperative Agricola CA-ME· was formed, between twenty-six Son:alis of 

the Cavole group, for the exploitation of an area of 250 hectares in the Mererei 

district (terri tory of the Residence of Balad). With the help of the 

Administration (money loans, machinery for tres-clearing and ground-breaking, 

canalizing equipment, motor-pumps for raising water; tecbnical personnel) the 

two Co-operatives immediately started work and the land is already assuming the 

encouraging appearance of two promising modern farms. 

None of the people stationed on the left bank of the river answered 

the appeal of the Administration. In fact a considerable extension of land 

(approximately 10,000 hecta!es) on the left bank lies fallow and abandoned, 

unueed by the local population, as confirmed by the recognized Chiefs of that 

locality in April 1951 when the left bank, like the right bank, was surveyed by 

the Resident of Balad and by technicians of the Administration with the purpose 

of ascertaining its actual condition and the eventual possibility of exploiting 

it on a technical and rational basie, with native or non-native labour, in a 

profit-sharing, co~operative or other form that might be considered appropriate 

and convenient for the general interests of the population. To this assertion 

/of their 
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of their recognized Chiefs the signera of the petition, who probably attributeà.

illicit and mysterioua purpoaea to the aurvey, answered that the land in questio: 

belonged to the tri be (Abgal, rer Matan) and was indispensable to it. Ta back 

up their opposition they subsequently submitted a report in which they stated the: 

they bad forrred an Agricultural Association and ask to be Sranted a concession 

on the whole vast area, without however ahowing any constitutive deed of the 

alleged Association. 

The interested parties were advised by the Administration that they 

would have to submit concrete proof, as the two Agricultural Co-operatives of 

the right bank bad, of their good will and their capacity to exploit, with the 

assistance of the Administration, the land on the left bank. But so far they 

have submitted no anewer. The question therefore is still open, nor hae its 

issue been in any way prejudiced, 

In fact, the dieposeession of which the signera accuse the Adminis­

tration is nothing but a temporary occupation of an infinitesimal part of the 

land in question (approxirrately lOO hectares) with the purpose of creating an 

Experirrental Centre of the Administration ta grow fibrous agave, a plant which, 

according to technicians, might find favourable conditions in the red and white 

earth of the Balad district, to the considerable benefit of the Territory's 

economy. 

The field waa entrusted to Mr. Paolo Murri, under the technical 

control of the Agricultural Office of the Administration. 

The interested populations were informed of all this by means of a 

public notice posted in the Register of the Residence of Balad, of which we 

attach a copy. 

1 c 0 p y 
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A .F .I .S. ZOOTECENICAL AND AGRICULTURAL OFFICE 

N ·379471 Mogadiscio, )ecember 31, 1951 
SUBJECT: Establishzr:ent of an experimental field 

TO TEE REGIONAL COMMISSARIAT OF BEN.fu)IR, MOGADISCIO 

TO TEE RESIDENCY, BALAD 

This Office, with the intention of experizr:enting with seme plants 

that might find favorable conditions for reproduction in the red and white earth 

of the Residence of Balad, bath in the native and the Italien agricultural 

circles, has determined to establish an Experimental Center in that Residence. 

The extension of the above-mentioned field -- that will subsequently 

be carefully measured and circumscribed, is of approximately lOO hectares. It 

is si tuated on the left bank of the Scebeli near the Ba lad bridge. It is bound­

to the North by the Balad bridge, to the East by the concrets raad Balad-. 

Mogadiscio for a length of àbout 2-2,5 kms., to the West by the Scebeli, and to 

the South by the brush on a line to be traced in arder to attain the above­

mentioned extension. 

The cultivations to be studied are the following: 

Principal cultivation: fibrous agave 

Secondary cultivations for the improductive periode of the first: 

ground nuts, manioca and cotton. 

Supervision of the Field will be entrusted to Mr. Paolo Murri, who is 

directly interested in the production of fibrous agave. Technical control will 

be effected by this Office. 

In connection with the above, the Residence of Balad will undertake 

to exact from Mr. Murri the customary act of submission. 

As the definitive delimitation of the land will have to be carried 

out without delay, we would appreciate your kindly informing us when a technicien 

of this Office can proceed to Balad to affect, with the assistance of the 

Resident, the above-mentioned delimitation with the relative determination of 

boundaries. 

/A copy 



A copy of this Eemorandum will be posted in the register of the 

Residence of Balad, so that the populations will be informed of the character 

of the experiEental cultivations for which no rights are acquired by Mr. Murri 

on the land on which they will be effected. 

There is· no objection on the part of. the Resident of Balad to copies 

being circulated among the representatives of the local populations. 

TEE AJMINISTRATOR 
( s igned) FORNARI 

/32. Petition 
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32. Petition from the Re~resentatives of the 64~ Somali Orphans (T/PET.ll/116) 

It has èe~n impossible tc trace any of the signatories of the 

above petition in the villages of Bondere and Hamaruin di Mogadiscio; the 

questions raised therein, including the allegation of unemployment, were 

fully dealt with in the observations on petitions T/PET.Il/4o;±/ 

T/PET.ll/66,g/ T/PET.ll/67,1/ T/PET.ll/86~ and T/PET.ll/101.~ 
It need hardly be said that the orphans of Somali soldiers killed 

in action, tc whom the petitioners refer and whom they claim tc represent, 

are not minors left without care or protection, as might at first be thought; 

they are adults, most of whom are engaged in commercial activities and 

earning something more than a bare livelihood. 

/33. Petition 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

~~ See T/952, Section 3. 
Soo this document, Section 5. 

~~ See this document, Section 6. 
See T/978, Section 8. 

~~ See this document, Section 25. 
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33. Petition from Mr. Hassan Osman (T/PET.l1/117) 

The questions raised by this petitioner were examined in the 

observations on petitions T/PET.ll/40,!/ T/FET.ll/62,gj T/PET.ll/60,3/ 

T/PET.ll/108,Y T/PET.l1/1132/ and ·r/PET.ll/152,r.J to which refere~ce 
should be rrade • 

/34. Petitions 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

~~ 
~~ 
~~ 

See T/952, Section 3. 
See T/964, Section 5. 
See T/964, Section 3. 
Observations on T/PET.ll/108 have not yet been received by the 
Secretariat. 
See this document, Section 29. 
See this document, Se ct ion 48. 
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34. Petitions from the Somali Y ou th league, Mogadiscio (T /PET .l:L/J~ù) 

The se peti tians, submi tted by the Somali Youth league to the 

United Nations Visiting Mission, are an amplification of peti tien . 

T/PET.ll/40±/ from the sa~e source. We refer to our observations on 

the latter and, for more complete details on each question raised, to 

the observations on petitions T/PET.ll/62,gj T/PET.ll/66,2/ 

T/PET.ll/67,~/ T/PET.ll/74,2/ T/PET.ll/92,2/ and T/PET.ll/1011/ 

and to the second annual report. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

See T/952, Section 3. 
Bee T/964, Section 5· 
Bee this document, Section 5. 
See this doc~ent, Section 6. 
See T/978, Section 6. 
See T/978, Section 9. 
Sce this document, Section 25. 

/35. Petition 
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35. Petition from the ''Unione Giovani Benadir" (T/PET.ll/121) 

We refer to this Administration's observations on petition 

T/PET.ll/41!/ from the Hamar Youth Club, and to the observations on 

petitions T/PET.ll/40, T/PET.ll/62, T/PET.ll/66, T/PET.ll/67, T/PET.ll/74, 

T/PET.ll/92 and T/PET.ll/lOl.gj 

/36. Petition 

, .. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

1/ See T/952, Section 4. 
g/ See identical footnote references in observations on T/PET.ll/120, 

Section.34 of this document. 
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36. Peti tian from Mr. Sa1ahAbëi Mohamed Mussa (T/PET .11/12~) 

For general observations on the question raised by the signer of 

the above-mentioned ~etition we refer to the observations drafted on 

~etition T/PET .11/55/Add.l.lf 

In ~articular, we observe that Salah Abdi Mohamed Mussa's claims 

were examined by the a~~ropriate Commission of Baidoa, who found them 

totally unjustified. The Commission in fact found out that the claimant 

resides in Bardera since more tban two years and that all he ~ossesses in 

Baidoa is a bouse that was in no way damaged during the incidents of 

April 1950. 

/37· Petition 

Note by the Secretariat: 

1/ See this document, Section 3. 
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37. Petition from ~essrs. Ha.ii V.ohamed Hassono and Ha.ii Iman (T/PET .11/127) 

'Ihe signers of the above -n:entioned petition claim that they were 

dispossessed by Mr. Del Bufalo of sorne land that they ovmed, and that they 

were sentenced ta prison for having defended their rights. 

For an exhaustive study of the case we refer ta the observations 

drafted by this Administration on petition T/PET.11/39.!/ 

/3 8. Petition 

Note by tLe Secretariat: 

1/ See this docUffient, Section 1. 
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38. Petition from Mr. Ismail Nur Shirmarke (T/PET.ll/128) 

_The signer of the above-mentioned petition claims that he was not 

paid the arrears owed to him as an employee of the pre-war Italian 

Administration. 

We observe that the claimant was employed by the Italien 

Administration in Ethiopia (former Government of Gondar) and that therefore 

he has no right to the payment of arrears by this Administration, that is 

charged by the Italian Government to pay sa1d arrears only to military 

and civilian Somali porsonnel Ireviously employed by the Italian 

Administration of Somaliland. 

j 

/39. Petition 
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39. Petition from Mr. Issa Yusuf Mead (T/PET.ll/129 and Adds. 1 and 2) 

For general observations on the question raised by the signers of 

the above -rr.entioned peti tian, we refer to the observa.tions drafted on 

petition T/FET.ll/55/Add.l.!/ 

In particular, we observe that the claims of the signers were 

examined by the appropriate Commission of Baidoa, who.found them unjustified. 

The Commission in fact found that the claimants suffered no 

darrage to bouse or shop. They were robbed of money and dura near Bur 

Aceb~. but the Chiefs of that region, to whom they·appealed, discovered 

the 23 aggressors and obliged them to return the stolen property. 

,'40. Petition 

Note by the Secretariat: 

1/ See this document, Section 3. 



40. Petition from Mr. Osman Mussa Arrale (T/PET.ll/130) 

For general observations on the question raised by the signer 

of the above-mentioned petition we 'refer to. the observations drafted on 

petition T/PET .11/55/Add .l."J/ . 1 

In particular, we observe that the claims presented by Osman 

Mussa Arrale were examinesi by the appropriate Commission of Baidoa who 

found them absolutely unfounded. The above-mentioned Commission 

discovered that he had suffered no damage during the incidents of 

April, 1950. 

/41. Petition 

Note by the Secretariat: 

1/ See this document, Section 3. 
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41. Petition from Mr. Yusuf Ali (T/FET.ll/111) 

The petitioner asserts that he was discharged from the Police Force 

without good reason, and that he has not received all the pay due to him. 

Sergeant Yusuf Ali was discharged from the Police Force for bad 

conduct on 19 April 1951, on which date he received all the pay due ta him. 

He asked to be paid for the period of his unexpired annual leave, but the 

Comrrnndant of the Police Forcei~fcrnEdhim on 3 October 1951 that he was not 

entitled to that sum under the existing regulations governing conditions of 

service in the Somalia Police Force. 

/42. Petition 
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42. Petition from Mr. Yusuf Farah Abdi and Others (T/PBT.ll/134) 

The signers of the above-mentioned petition claim that they were 

discharged from the army and that the outfit they were given when they enlisted 

was taken back. · 

The claimants are part of a group of enlisted soldiers who did not 

favourably pass the experimental period (two months) and were regularly dis­

chargea for inefficiency. According to Military Regulations the two-year 

service period subscribed to by the enlisted men is subject to the favourable 

result of the experimental period. It is obvious that at the time of dis­

charge the military personal outfit is withdrawn. The claimants were paid 

in full. 

/43. Petition 
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43. Petition from V~. Haji Abo 1 Imanchio (T/PET.ll/135) 

The signer of the above-mentioned petition claims that he has not 

yet taken :possession of sorne real estate regularly acauired in Mogadiscio in 

September 1948 from the lavrful owner, Rosa Marchese widovr Zoni; he considere 

the local authQrities responsible for this situation. 

The question is a legal one, that ought to be exclusively handled 

by the judiciary Au:thorities. The Administration therefore did not and will 

not interfere. 

From investigations carried out tt emerges that: 

On December 16, 1948 Hagi Abo 1 Im~chio summoned Mrs. Rosa Marchese 

Zoni to a hearing on January 15, 1949 for the fulfillment of an obligation 

that she had contracted with him on September 25, 1948 for the sale of a. 

series of seven cottages knmm as "Villini Zoni" -'and, subordinately, for the 

:payment of damages. 

In April 13-14 the Judge of Somaliland agreed, in an interlocutory 

sentence, to an assessment of the prope~ty with the purpose of establishing 

a fair sales' priee. 

The attorneys of the hro parties presented the assessment and 

resumed the case in September 1949. 

The cross-examination was summed up and the plaintiff's attorney 

requested a nev assessmÉmt, in June 1950, by a group cf three technicians; 

the defendant concluded with a statement of no effects of the sales' agreement 

of September 25, 1948 and of absolution from. all tne claims and dernands of the 

o:p:pos i tè party . 

The Judge, -vri th an interlocutory decision dated August 26-September 7, 

1950 suspended judgement, considering the case insufficiently investigated on 

account of the lack of probatory eler.ents :prier to the judgement, and ordered 

V~s. Rosa Marchese Zoni to document the requested rescission. 

The case was recalled on November 16, 1950 and the. parties agreed 

to ask for a further delay to enable them to :produce the required documentation. 

A hearing was set for January 25, 1951. 

On March 31, 1951 the Judge of Somaliland, having rejected all 

contrary a:p:peal, exce:ption or deduction, ordered Mrs. Rosa Marchese Zoni to 

jfulfill 
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~ul~ill the sti~ulations o~ the de~initive deed o~ sale -of the ~ro~erty 

described in the ~rivate draft of Se~tember 25, 1948 within twenty days of 

the notification of the sentence. He moreover sentenced Rosa Marchese Zoni 

to re~und the ex~enses of the case to the ~laintiff, including the fees to 

the attorney -- amounting to 995.70 somalis -- and the costs of the trial. 

He declared the sentence ~rovisionally mandatory. The defendant ap~ealed 

against such sentence to the Court of Ap~eals in Rome, ~urs~ant to art. 83 

o~ the existing Judiciary Regulations. The a~peal judgement is still ~ending. 

This Administration agrees with the signer of the ~etition concern­

ing the o~~ortunity of judgements being definitively enforced by the judiciary 

authorities of thè Territory. To this· end, a draft for a new Judiciary Order, 

prepared bythisAdministration, that is at ~resent being examined by the 

Advisory Council of the United Nations, ~oresees the establishment in the 

Territory o~ a CoUrt of Ap~eal, with ~remises in Mogadiscio. 

/44. Petition 
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44. Petition from Mr. Abucar Mahamud. Ahmed. (T /PEr .11/141) 

The questions raisea by the signer of this petition have been 
. 1/ 2/ 

dea1t vrith in the observations upon :petitions T/PEr .11j4o= , T/PEr .11/74= 

and T/PET.11/1012/, tc which reference shou1d be mad.e. 

~/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/952, Section 3. 
gj Note by the Secretariat: See T/978, Section 6. 
1/ Note by the Secretariat: See this document, Section 25. 

/45. Petition 



45. Petition from Mr. Abdi Ade and Six Others (T/PET.ll/142) 
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For general observations on the question raised by the signera of 

the above-mentioned petition we refer to the observations relating to 

petition T/PET.ll/55/Add.l~/. 
In particular we observe that the aforesaid signera appear on the 

lists of refugees that were repatr~ated from Baidoa at the Administration's 

expense, with a subsidy of 100 somalis each. 

None of the signera submitted any claim to the appropriate Commis­

sion in Baidoa. 

j46. Petition 

~/ Note by the Secretariat: See this document, Section 3. 
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46. Petition from Messrs. Salah Musse Hassan and Abdi Nur. Uarsame (T /FFJr .11/144) 

The signers of this petition complain o~ having been dismissed from 

military service without justification. 

In this connexion the following observations are submitted: 

( 1) The forn:er aircraftman SALAR MUSSA ASSAN, a Somali, who was 

enrolled on 1 August 1950 and assigned to the Air Force on 

16 October 1950, was dismissed from the service on 12 December 

1950 for disciplinary reasons; he was guilty of a serious 

offence for which he should have been reported to the Judiciary 

Authority (repeated refusal to obey orders). 

(2) 'the former seaman JŒDI NOR UARSAlvfA, a Somali, who was 

enrolled by the Naval Base Command on 14 July 1950, was 

discharged on 8 November 1950 for failure tQ maintain a 

military beartng. By nature arrogant and quarrelsome, he 

committed frequent breaches of discipline dur.ing his service. 

On their discharge, .the two persans in question received all the 

emolureents that hàd accrued to them. 

The accusations made by the petitioners against the Administration 

are vlithout any foundation, as has been fully shawn by the observations on 

previous petitions. 

(47. Petition 



4?. Petition from Mr. Giama À1i Mattan (T/PET.11/145) 

T/982 
Page 91 

For general observations on the question raised by the signer of 

the above-mentioned ~etition, we refer tc the observations relating tc 

~etition T/PET.ll/55/Add.ll/. 

In particula~ we observe that the claims advanced by Giama Ali 

~sttan were examined by the ap~ropriate Commission of Baidoa who found them 

unjustified. The aforesaid Commission in fact found that at the time of 

the Baidoa incidents Giama Ali Mattan was in Lugh~Ferrandi, having long 
1 

abandoned.all commercial activity in Baidoa where he only owns a house tc 

which no damage was done during the incidents. 

/48. Petition 

~/ Note by the Secretariat: See this document, Section 3. 
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48. Petition frcm Mr. Hassan Mohamed Hassan (T/PET.ll/152). 

The Proclamation establishing an additional 10 per cent customs 

duty on importations, to which Hassan Mohamed Hassan refers, is ·Proclamation 

No.25 of 1943 (of which copy is enclosed), issued by the British Military 

Administration not with the purpose of "counter-balancing" war expenses but 

to foster the tax contribution of the Territory, as explained in the foreword, 

in arder to reduce the deficit in the Administration's Budget. 

The Trusteeship Administration did not see fit to revoke the 
~_•, 

above-mentioned Proclamation for. the same considerations for which it was 

issued, The added incarne has proved useful and necessary for the economy of 

the Territory, the more so because the Trusteeship Administration's expenses 

have considerably increased with respect to the expenses incurred by the 

British Military Administration. 

Hith regard to the signer' s statement concerning the impossibility 

of obtaining import licences from the sterling'area, we observe that, as 

emerges from the official statistics, importations from the sterling area 

absorb a considerable part of the total Somali importations, During the pericl

1 April-31 December 1950, goods were imported from the sterling area in the 

amount of 25,266,767 somalis, that is more than half of thé entire value of 

importations (43,632,289 somalis)j in 1951, goods in the amount of 

33,583,015 somalis were imported from the aforesaid area, equal to more than 

1/3 of the total importations (98,105,561 somalis). 

/SUPPLEMENT No.2l 
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30 July 1943 

WHEREAS the taxes, dues tolls collected by the Military Administration in the 

Territory are insufficient to meet the expenses of the Administration of the 

Terri tory. 

AND WHEREAS in consequence it will be necessary in addition to such taxes, 

dues and tolls to levy contributions to meet such deficiency. 

NOW THEREFORE I, WILLIAM PLATT, Lieutenant General, Knight Grand Cross of the 

British Empire, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, . 
Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, General Officer Commanding in 

Chief, East Africa Command, hereby proclaim: 

1. This Proclamation may be ·cited as the Customs Contribution Proclamation 

1943. 

2. A contribution will be levied as from the date hereof by imposing ~n 

import duty of an additional 10 per cent ad valorem in respect of the 

· classes of goods specified in the First Schedule hereto. 

There shall be .levied collected and paid duty in respect of all. goods 

exported from the Territory at the rates set forth in the Second Schedule 

hereto. 

4. The Controller of Customs sh~ll collect the export duties imposed by 

this Proclamation and may exercise all powers given to bim under the Customs 

Proclamation 1941 for the purposes of this Proclamation, 

IFIRST SCHEDUlE 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

All goods included in the undermentioned items of the Customs 

, Tariff Schedule to the Custom Proclamation 1941: 

Item No. 

11 
24 

25 

26 
27 

28 

29 
37 
38 

4o 
41 
47 

48 
61 

Article 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

Spices peppers etc. 

Aerated and mineral waters 

Beer 

Hïne, common 

Hine, marsala and vermouth 

Spirits, pure, sweetened or aromatic 

Syrup (for drinking) 

Hoven piece goods of cotton, flax and hemp 

Artificial fibres, manufactures of 

Lace and Embroidery of cotton, hemp or silk 

Linen and cotton}made-up articles of 

Automobiles 

(a) for the transport of passengers 

(b) others (not including tractors) 

Automobile parts (not including tractor parts) 

Soap 

SECOND SCHEDULE 
Rate of Duty 

Skins of leopard and cheetah 

Skins of lion, lynx, giraffe and 
dick-dick 

Amber gris 

Sheep and goats 

Cattle, camels, horses, mules 
and donkeys 

All other goods 

33 1/3 

25 per 

25 per 

Shs. 1 

20 per 

3 per 

per cent ~ valorec 

" " cent 

" Il 

cent 

per head 

cent ad valorer: -
Il " cent 

Given under my hand at Nairobi this llth of August 1943. 

W. PLATT 

Lieutenant General , 
General Officer Commanding-Chier 
East Africa Command 

/49. Petition 
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49. Petition from Messrs. Abdulkadir Yerow Issack and Mohammed Sheikh 

Ahmed (T/PET.ll/159) 
,, 

The persans signing this petition on behalf of the farmers of 

certain villages which they claim to represent -- comp;tain of the lack of 

freedom in concluding.contracts for the sale of cotton in the district of 

Margherita. 

It being understood that the petitioners have no title to represent 

the farmers of the vil~ag~s of Margherita, and that their complaints must 

therefore be considered purely as personal ones, the following observations 

are made in this connexion: 

The Società Romana conducted the 1951 cotton season in the 

Margherita area by the system of "co-participation", in regard to which 

regulations were laid dawn by the Administration in its circular No. 375473 of 

24 February 1951 (Annex 1). }:/ 'on the basis of contracts freely entered into, 

the company undertook to supply the planters with seed and advances of money, 

while the planters undertook to sell the crop exclusively to the ~ompany 

at the priee agreed on in the contract. In arder to identi,;fy the contract'ing 

planters and to prevent duplication of contracts for the same crops, the 

contracts were countersigned by the Tribal Chiefs. No moral pressure was at 

any time exerted on the farmers, who were free to contract with the company 

in ~uestion'or with another company orto grow cotton on their own account. 

The Resident of Margherita, in telling the planters that the crop would be 

paid for at the priee agreed on, did no more than reaffirm the rules of the 

Civil Code regarding the execution of contracts freely entered into, without 

prejudice to the principle that anyone growing cotton on his own account had 

no obligation to sell the crop to the company in ~uestion and at the priee 

&greed upon by that company. Since, when the· crop was gathered, the inter­

national priee of cotton was still a good deal higher than had been expected 

when the contracts were drawn up -- so much so that another company, the 

/ S.I.S.I.A., 

};;/ Note by the Secretariat: 'rhe documents referred to have been placed in the 

files of the Secretariat and are available to the m<>mbers of the Trustee­

ship Council on re~uest., 



S.I.S.I.A., bought cotton direct from the :planters at the :priee of 1.50 somalos 

in the district of Marsheri ta i tself -- many :plant ers taking :part in the co­

~artici:pation scheme requested an alteration of the contract in their faveur. 

\lhile, in view of what has be en stated above, the administration 

"ms not in a poniticn to compel a revision of the contracta, it nevertheless 

approached the President of the Company, and requested him to :pay the :priee 

asked for by the plantera (1.50 somalos} rather than the priee contracted for 

(1.20 aomalos). The President willingly agreed to increase the priee, 

although in previous cotton seasons he had risked bankruptey through keeping 

to his o'm contractual corr~itments when the priee of cotton had collapsed. 

The persona signing the·:petition thus have no reasonable grounds 

for ccmplaint, either as ordinary plantera or as planters in co-participation: 

A recent Ordinance, No. 3 of 21 March 1952, has provided new 

regulations for the production and trading of cotton in the Territory. 

(Annex .2) ~~ in accordance with the opinion expressed by a majority of the 

Territorial Council. 

/50· Petition 

~/ Note by the Secretariat~ The documents referred to have been :placed in the 

files of the Secretariat and are available to the members of the Trustee­

ship Council on request. 
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50. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Alula (T/PET.ll/160 

and Add.l) 

With the above-mentioned petition the League of Somali Youth of. 

Alula complains that its directors were arrestea. The complaint does not 

refer to the motive of the arrest. 

With regard to the above, we observe: 

Following the incidents of Afcalaio and Ghesselei, to which the 

observations on petition T/PET.ll/118 ~/ refer, a group of trades-people of 

the district of Alula, amohg which were sorne members of the Somali Youth 

League and sorne Chiefs on probation -- who se illici t dealings had been 

particularly affected by the provisions adopted by the Resident fo~ the 

repression of contraband -- started an intense propaganda with the aimof 

inciting the population to disobey the law and, particularly, to refrain 

from paying any tax. 

De spi te all. attempts at &p:r;easement and all appeals to moderation,· 

on 19 October 1951 said propaganda led tà a seditious meeting called by the 

propagandists and attended by large groups of the populations of twelve 

towns, with the intention of breaking into the prison and liberating all the 

prisoners awaiting trial for their part in the incidents of Af~alaio ~nd 

Ghesselei. 

On 20 October, after a last appeal, addressed by the Resident 

through a public proclamation, failed to have the desired effect, ~he Police 

authorities arrested and indicted the promoters and the principal executors 

of the plan. These are: 

ALI GIAMA SCIRUA' 
HAGI FARAH GRESSOT 
ORMAN HAGI AHMED 
HASSAN SAID UABAR 
AHMED ISMAIL SAMANTAR 
IUSUF BAHUEL SCIRUA 1 

AHMED IUSUF ADEN 
HAGI MOHAMED FARAH 
F ARAH ELMI F ARAH 
MOHAMED ROBLE ISMAIL 
MOHAMED SALAD HAMDAN 
MOHAMED SCIRE' 

Chief on probation of Habo 
Secretary of the S.Y.L., Alula 
v. Secretary of the S. Y.L., Alula 
Residence Councillor 
Secretary of the S. Y .L. , Mer agno 
Chief on probation of Ghesselei 
Residence Councillor 
Secretary of the S.Y.L., Afcalaio 
Member of the S.Y.L., .Alula 

11 11 11 11 

11 11 Il Il 

11 11 11 1! 

/The trial, 

~/Note, by the Secretariat: See T/967, Section 7·· 
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mhe trial, that started before the Regional Tribunal of Mijurtinia 

with d~fence counsellcrs appointed by the Court, was recently remanded to a 

la ter hearing upon the request of the lawyer Mr. Siniscalchi engaged by the 

accused for their defence. 

It is known that a combination of articles 128 and 134 of the' 

Penal Code allovm for the substitut ion of a counsellor chosen by the accused 

to a counsellor appointed by the Court, at any stage of the proceedings. 

T/PET.ll/160/Add.l 

All the ccmplaints contained in the petition in question have bee

fully dcalt with in the observations on petitions T/PET.ll/72 ~/, 
.T/PET.ll/118 ~~ and T/PET.ll/160. 

The Belda8i of the Suacron, who at the time of the Alula incident

had thouBht fit to absent himself from tpe Territory and leave the tribe to

i ts o>m deviees, vms recently recei ved at Mogadiscio by the Administra tor'.

to 1·1hom he explicitly acknowledged that his behaviour had not been in keepi

1li th his duties as a Chief, and that a more careful consideration of the 

situation in Alula and the Territory as a whole and of the work accomplish

by the It.alian Administration had led him to deplore the incidents that ba

occurred and to admit that the Administration had done everything in its 
' 't wpower to avoid them. The Beldagi then renewed his promise to co-opera e 

the local authorities in order to e~sure respect for the law and the 

maintenance of order in the District. He has now returned to Alula. 

~/.Note by the Secretariat: See T/967, Section 3 

~/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/967, Section 7 

/51. Petition 
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51. Petition from the Chiefs of the Dighil andMirifle tribes (T/PET.ll/163) 

Tne petitioners, on béhalf of the Dighil and Mirifle people living 

between the Juba and the Uebi Scebeli, praise the work accompli shed in many 

directions by the Trusteeship Administration for the benefit of the Somali 

people. They ask the Administration to help them to obtain machinery for 

irrigation works and for making full use of their land. 

We would point out that the Administration has already done a great 

deal to meet these wishes byproviding machinery for the four Somali 

agricultural co-operatives established on the Juba and the Uebi Scebeli, as 

stated in olir obs·ervations on petitions .T/PET.ll/92 ~/ and T/PET.ll/115. 5./ 
Furthermore, six mechanized centres have been opened along the banks of the 

two ri vers ( three at Balad, one at Baidoa and two on the Jt·ba), whose main 

fU11ction is to assist the indigenous cultivators to work their land. Other 

·measures are being put into effect, and still more are under consideration for 

constantly increasing the assistance given to th~ agricultural population. 

Note by the Secretariat: 

~/ See T/978, section 9 

g/ ±bid, section 31 

/52. Petition 
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v 
52. :Petition from the l1em'bers of the Comm.ittee of S.A.C.A.M.B.S." (T/PET.ll/lé~

The signera of the above-mentioned peti tian, on behalf of the mem"bers 

of the S.A.C.A.M.:B.S., claim that the Administration granted. to others a piece 

of land., in the district of Balad., that had been previously àssigned. to their 

Association for the purpose of agricultural exploitation~ 

In substance the claimants are not wrong. Following the recognition

of exploitable land in the Balad district (see observations on petition 

T/PET.ll/115) 1/the Administration prepared a plan to distribute ~aid land.. 

situated on the bunks of the Uebi Scebeli; said plan foresaw the allotKcnt 

0f 15C hectares to S.A.C.A.H.B.S. However, even before proceed.ing to the 

respective allocations, the population of the region, bath Illivis and Cavoles 

of the right bank who were organizing themselves into agricultural co-operatives

and. Nateno of the left bank, objected that the members of the Association in 

1uestion were completely extraneous to that land and had therefore no right to 

replace the aborigines in the exploitation of same. In fact the "Mille Braccia

Association is composed. of heterogene eus elements, prevalently residents of 

Hogad.iscio. The Administration attemJ.)ted. in every way to overcoroo the reluctar.~:  

of the local population, by conveying to them that the agricultural exploitation

of the Territory carmot be i'urthered on the oasis of racial distinctions and. th: 

the trad.itional principle of collective o~ership of the land. by the Cabila -- ~ 
principle to which they appealed -- was subject to revision. But the homogeneit; 

of those groups and the concrete procf they gave of their intention to proceed 

directly to the exploitation of the land in question convinced the Administratio: , 

and the members of the S.A.C.A.M.B.S. themselves, after sorne months, of the 

inopportunity of further insistance. The Administration, however, did not fail 

. to apply themsélves to the settlement of the ''Hille Braccia" Association; althou::­

excluded. from Balad, it does not follow that said Association is excluded. fron 

other localities equally favourable for tha establishment of its activities. 

Exactly one month ago the Resident of Villabruzzi communicated. that in that 

District it would, be possible tc assign good. iand to the Association for 

exploitation, and. that negotiations · had be en opened. wi th the representatives of 

the Association toward a definitive settlement of the matter. 

/53· Petition 

~/Note by the Secretariat: See this document, Section 31 
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1 

53. Petition from the "Uni one· Pattriottica Eimalia" and the "Hisbia Dighil 

~nd Mirifle ". Merca (T/PET .11/166) 

The signers of the above-mentioned ~etition request that one 

Hassan Omar, that thewdescribe as an instigator and therefore a harrnful 

element, be banished from Merca and, ~ossibly from the Territory. 

Although we have to admit that much of the information contained 

in the ~etition corres~onds to the truth, we observe that Hassan Omar 1s, 

activities have not, until the ~resent, reached the extremities foreseen by 

the existing ~enal laws, and that it would not be conceivable to arder his 

ex~ulsion from the .district of Merce. or from the Terri tory, as it ·has not 

been ~roved that he .cornes from another co~ntry. 

/54. Petition 
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54. Petition from Mr. Hagi MohamŒed Yusuf Alim (T/PET.ll/168) 

The complainte in this petition are similar to those in petition 

T/PET.ll/63 submitted by the sarre persan. Therefore the sarre observations 

presented for petition T/PET.ll/63 l/ can be applied to the petition in 

question. 

/55· Petition 

11 
Note by the Secretariat: See T/975, Section 2. 
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55. Petition from Mr. EiQ Ibn Othman anQ fourteen othèrs (T/PET.11/170 

The questions raiseQ in the above petition have been dea1t with in 

our observations on a simi1ar petition, T/PET.11/88, l/to wbich reference 

shou1Q be made. 

/56. Petition 

;!)No~e b;v the Se_~Fetariat: Se8 this ducument, Section 14. 
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56. Petition from Sheikh Ragi Muallim Omar (T/PET.ll/172) 

The questions raised in tbe above ~etition have been dealt with 

in our nbservations on ~etition T/PET.ll/90, ~/to which reference should be 

made. 

/57. Petition 

!/Note by the 2e t · t 1 
~~~~~~~c~r~e~ar~,l~a~: See this document, Section 16. 
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57 , Petition from the Somali Y ou th league, Branch of Dafet (T /ET .11/17'5) 

The questions raised in the above petition have èeen dealt vith 

in 0 ,1r observations on petition T /PET ,ll/40, 1./ to which reference sl:ould 

be made. 

/58. Petition 

11 Note by the Secretariat: See T/952, Section 3. 
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58. Petition from the Somali Youth league·. :Branch of :Bardera (T/PET.ll/176) 

The questions raised in the above petition have been dealt with 

in our observations on petitions T/PET.11/33 1/ana T/PET.11/163 g/, to which 

reference should be onde. 

With regard to schools, we wou1d add that a new school, that at 

Dinsor, has been in o~eration in the :Bardera district during the scholastic 

year 1951/1952. 

Notes by the Secretariat: 

~/see T/940, Section 1. 

~/Ibid, Section 51. 

/59. Pet·iticn 
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The question raiSeQ in the above petition has been dealt with in 

our observations ·on petition. T/PET.ll/lol,-"1:/ to which reference should be 

IDaQe. 

/60. Petition 

~/Note by the Secretariat: See this QOcument, Section 25. 
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6o. Petition from Sheikh Kaosim Ibn Moallim (T/PÉT.ll/178) 

The peti tioner complains that he was unjustly dismisoed from office . 
ao Cadi. Re asko to be reinstnted and to be given the arrears of salary due to 

him. 

He would point out that: 

On 31 August 1950, Sheikh Kasoim Ibn Moallim, Cadi of Afgoi, called 

u:pon the :Resident, Dr. Columbano, to aok for the. settlement of some arrears of 

hio monthly salary, due in 1941. The Resident having explained that, in 

accordance wi th, Ordinance No. 20 of 20 May 1950, he would have to produce evidence 

thot the money was due to him, he refused to do oo, declaring that there was no 

need for him, as Cadi, to produce evidence in support of hic own statements. 

The Resàdent tried to convince him of the abourd.i ty of such an attitude, whereupon 

Sheikh Kasaim Mohnllim reoponded wi th inoulting language and offensive behaviour, 

for which he wao brought before the judicial authori tieo on a charge of insulting 

a public official (article 341 Penal Code) and arrested on 1 September 1950 by 

order of the Public Prosecutor. On 22.September 1950, the judge of the Benadir 

Regional Commissariat sentenced him to one month and fifteen days imp:t?isonment, . 
after a pUblic hearing in which he found the accused guilty of the charges 

against him. No appeal was made against the sentence. 

As a result of the oentence, Sheikh Kassim Mohallim was relieved of 

his office as Cadi and dismissed from the service; . he was informed of this decision 

in an official letter, No. 123768 of 6 November 1950. 

With regard to the requests put forward by Sheikh Kassim Mohallim, 

we would point out tha.t: 1 

(1) It is impossible to reinstate him in office, since he has served 

a penal sentence. 

(2) Upon his arrest on 1 September, he was suspended from office and 

accordingly forfeited his salary; altho~gh his formal dismissal 

did not take place until November, after sentence had been pronounced, 

he ceased to be employed by the Administration on 1 September and 

hence ceased to be entitled to any salary from that date onwards. 

/(3) As from 



( 3) 
1 
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As from 1 February 1941 the Government of Italian Somaliland 

ceased to exist; hence salaries for February, Ma.rch. and April 

come under the provisions for the settlement of arrears of 

salaries, to be assessed by C.L.A.M.S. in accordance with 

Ordinance No. 20 of 20 May 1950. The petitioner should therefore 

apply to the appropriate sub-committee,of C.L.A.M:S., producing 

eviden.ce in support of his claim. 

( 4) Under the terms of the regulations for civilian staff, introduced 

by the British Administration and still in force, the petitioner 

is not entitled to any compensation for dismissal (article 40). 1 

r 
The a.bove facts were brought to the petitioner1 s notice on. 25 June 1951, 

through the Mogadiscio Residency. 

/61. Petition 
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61. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Garda (T/PET.ll/179) 

The petitioners complain that.they were arrested because they belonged 

to the Somali Y ou th League,. 

We would point out that on 13 September 1951, the day following the 

incident at Gardo deal t wi th in our observations on peti tian T/PET .11/gr.}/ (No,4), 

the Somali women Faduma Hagi Omar, Mariam Erzi Farah, Mariam Hagi Mo.hame"~i., 

Ulima Farah Mohan:ed 1 and Aua Ueira Hagi, supporters of the Somali :(outh .League, 

'quarrelled with some other women, supporters of the Somali Progressive League, 

and resioted the'efforts of an !lalo from the Residency who intervened to try 

and restore order. As the offence of resisting a public official had not been 

committed in a .serious form, and in an endeavour to restore peaceful relations 

between the two partieo in view of the incident tha.t had occurred the previous 

evening, the Somali i-romen in qu~stion were not charged but were released from 

the guard room after only a few hours detention, That same evening the Resident 

managed to arrange a friendly settlement between the parties. 

· /62. Petition 

1/ Note by the Secretariat: see this document, Section 16. 
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62. Petition from the pupi1s of the prima.ry schoo1, GBrdo (T/PET.11/180) 

The question raised in the above petition has been dea1t wi th in our 

observations on petition T/PET; 11/90,1/ to which reference shou1d be made. 

/63. Petition 

1./ Note by the Secretariat: see this document, Section 19. 
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63. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Garda (T/PET.11/184) 

The questions raised in the above :peti tian have been dea1t with in our 

observa tians on :peti tians T/PET .11/90 ,".!/ T/'j!ET .11/101'.?:./ and T/PET .11/114 ,J./ to 

which reference shou1d be made. 

-.., 

/64. Petition 

Note by the Secretariat: 

1/ See this document, Section 16. 

gj Ibid, Section 25. 

}/ Ibid, Section 30. 
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The question raised in the above :petition has been dea1t with in our 

observations on :petition T/F$T .11/114,1./ to which reference shou1d be made. 
' 

/65. Petition 

1/ - ' 
- Note by the Secretariat: see this document, Section 30. 
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65. Petition from the representatives of the peo~le of Alula (T/PET.ll/188) 

The peti tioners are probably referring to the incidents that occurred 

in the Alula district during Ju!.y and August 1951. See our observations· on 

petition T/PET.ll/118.~/ 
vlith regard to the f1ag question (paragraph 5), we wou1d refer to 

our observations on petition T/PET .11/72 }./ 

/66. Petition 

Note by the Secretariat: 

1/ ~ 
- See T/967, Section 7. 

~/ Ibid, Section 3. 
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66. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Bender Cassim 

(T/PET.ll/190) 

The petition makes vague charges which are thoroughly refuted in this 

Ad.miilistration' s second annual report .and in the observations on preceding 

petitions from the same source. 

/67. Petition 
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67. Petition from .~he Somali Youth League, Branch of Garda (T/PET.ll/191) 

The specifie complainte in the petition are dealt with in the 

observations on petition T/PET.ll/90 Y from the same source, to which reference 

is made. 

/68. Petition 

Y· Note by the Secretariat: see this document, Section 16. 
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Among other things, the petitioner asks for the financial support of 

international organizations to help in improving living conditions in the 

Territory. He also asks for modification of the Territory1 s present political 

frontiers. 

As regards this Administration 1 s efforts to obtain tlie finàncial 

support of international organizations in promoting the Territory1 s economie 

development, reference should be made to the observations on petition 

T/PET.ll/74. );_/ 

Petition 

y ~ote by the Secretariat: see T/978, Section 6. 
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69. Petition from Mr. Issa Yusuf Mead and Five Others (T/PET.llj207) 

The question raised by the petitioners is dealt with in the 

observations on petition T/PET.1l/l29 !/from the same persona. 

Reference should be made to those observations. 

/70. Petition 

!J Note by the Secretariat: see this èocument: Section 39. 



70. Petition from the 11Lega Musulmana" (T/PET.ll/209) 

The President of the11 Lega Musulmana11 of Mogadiscio raises the question 

of the Territory's official language. He complains ·of the inadequate school 

organization. He asserts that the Italians have appropriated all the cultivable 

·land. 

It is pointed out that the 11 Lega Musulmana" of Mogadiscio is a party 

which has no following in the Territory, and reference is made to the second 

annual report and to the ooservations on petition T/PET.ll/40 lland 

T/PET.ll/221. g/ 

Notes by the Secretariat: 
!/ See T/952, Section-3. 
?./ See T/978, Se ct ion 35. 

/71. Petition 
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71. Petition from Messrs. Sa1ah Ibrahim, Mohamed Hussen and Fifteen Others 

(T/PET.ll/214) 

The petitioners criticize the management of the ·special Aeronautical 

·School at Mogndiscio. 

The petitioners form part of a group of pupils who suddenly·left the 

School after the commencement of instruction because they were intractable to 

discipline, and claimed pay for the dliration of the courses. Not one of the 

criticisme against the management of the School is worth attention. 

Professional subjects are taught regu1arly in accordance with the 

time-table adhered to in the airport offices and on the basie of authoritative 

manuals compiled by the instructors and distributed on the first day of 

attendance at the School. At the end of the course regular examinations are 

held before a board of ci vi lian and mili tary instructors, as may be seen from 

the attached report (Annex 1). l/ 
The practical resulta achieved by the School so far are reflected in 

the number of trained pupils who have already found emp1oyment in the civil 

and military organe of the Administration: 

Aero1ogists ••••••••••• 
Radio telegraphiste •••• 

~adio telegraphiste •••• 

12 (with the Aeronautienl Comnend) 

l (with Posta and Telegraphe) 

5 (with Communications Engineering) 

In response to the continuous applications by the pupils for 

employment, tho se who so request are enrolled as supernumerary Asearia., and at the 

present time seventeen sucj. persona are attending the.courses. Recently, to 

fill the vRcancies created by the withdra~al of persona who claimed remuneration 

but had not expressed the des~re to be enrolled, a competitive examination was 

advertised und~r the Mogadiscio Secondary Schoo1 Department. Out of twenty-two 

pupils who ·were examined, eight were found to be suitable and assigned to the 

courses for radio telegraphiste and aerologists. 

Mr. Mohamed Hussen Daud's assertion that he was imprisoned·for, 

delivering the petition under consideration to the United Nations Visiting 

Mission is abso1ute1y without foundation. 
/'{2. Petition 

!.1 Note by the Secretary-General: the document referred to has been placed 
in the files of th~ Secretariat and is availab1e to th~ members of the 
Trusteeship Council o• request. 
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72. Petition from the Somali Youth League, Branch of Gardo (T/PET.ll/215) 

This is the sixth petition su~mitted to the United Nations Visiting 

Mission by the Somali Youth League, Branch of Gardo, fpr.the purpose of making 

the same complainte. 

Reference is made to this Administration 1 s observations on the 

previous petitions from the same source. 

'/73. Petition 
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73. Petition from Mr. Barud Ismail Raghe (TjPET.ll/233) 

The petitioner claims that after being employed for a few days with 

his lorry for the Detached Section of the Galcaio Department of Public Works he 

bad to stop work because his lorry was replaced by another lorry belonging to 

an Italian. 

This calls for the following observations: 
. -li 

As has already been said in the observations on Petition T/PET.ll/J.F.? 

from the §ocietà Autotrasportatori Somali, this Administration, continuing the 

policy previously practised by the British occupying authorities, and with a 

view to ensuring a fair distribution of work without discrimination between all 

the Territory's transport firms, which were in a critical Ùnancial situation, 

entered into a contract on 12 October 1951 with the Gruppo Autotrasportatori 

Riuniti (consisting of four Somali firms and five mixed Italian-Somali firms) 

concerning the conveyance, on behalf of the Administration's departments and 

civil and military services, of goods, foodstuffs and other materials, as well 

as passen·gers, in the lorries and trailers of the firms concerned. Under 

article l of the contract, the Administr~tion undertook tc place orders directly 

with the Office of the Gruppo Autotrasportatori Riuniti, which in turn undertook . 
to distribute the work among the nine syndicated firms on the basis of the 

percentage of available tonnage contributed by each firm. 

In November 1951, the Regional Commissioner at Mudugh, who was not 

aware of these obligations, de~ided to dispense with the five-ton lorry 

No. S0.469 (owned by a small Italian businessman registered with thè firm of 

SCEF, composed partly of Somalis and partly of Italians), which under the 

conditions of the contract bad been engaged by that· Administration for the 

Detached Section of the Galcaio Department of Civil Works at the daily rate of 

llO somalos, and engaged instead for the above-mentioned service, another lorry 

No. S0.346, at the daily rate of 70 somalos. 

I t th · t·r· d t t of the owner of lorry No~ so.469, n response . o e JUS 1 1e pro es s 

of the above-mentioned firm of SCEF, and of the Office of the Trasportatori 

Riuniti, the Central Administration reminded the Commissariat at Mudugh of the 

obligations·placed on the Administration under the contract of·l2 October 195l, 

/and requested 

J 
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and requested it to dismiss the lorry which had been irregularly engaged and 
re-employ the one which had been initially assigned at contract ~ates by the 

Office of the Trasportatori Riuniti. 

Inquiries at the local motor vehicles public registration office have 

shawn· that lorry No. S0.346, described by the.petitioner as his own property, 

is a five~tone naphtha-driven Bussing purchased on 23 November 1950 by 

Mohamed Nur Abdullahi, its present owner, from Mohamed Omar. The lorry is 

independently operated •. 

If the Somali Barud Ismail Raghe becomes the owner of a lorry and 

wishes to have a share in the orders gi v:n by thé Administration, he should 

join one of the nine firms which signed the contract. 

'. 

/74. Petition 

Y Note by the Secretariat: see this document, Section 29 • 

•. o$ 
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74. · Petition from the "Rappresentanza Caporali et Capi Squadra Gia Servizio 

Locust Control" (T/PET.ll/234) 

. The peti tioners complain that they have been dismissed from the 

service of the Locust Control for political reasons. 

Inquiries have shown that the petitioners' statements·are·entirely 

without foundation. 

At the beginning of November 1951, Mr. Pina of this Administration's 

Agricultural Department, went to Belet Uen to develop the anti-locust campaign 

and hired twenty-four workers without consulting the labour office of ~hat 

Residency. On being informed of this, the Commissioner drew Mr. Pina's 
' 

attention to the regulations in force, and the engagements already made were 

suspended while the ~atter was reconsidered by the competent authorities in 

relation to the already outstanding applications for work. Th~;result of this 

reconsideration was that the twenty-four w~rkmen concerned were also given wo:k; 

and naturally, they were paid for the work they had doné'before their regul~ 

engagement. 

/75· Petition 
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75. Petition from Mobamed Scek Abdurrabman and Others (T/PET.ll/235) 

The petitioners complain that the Rer Mobareck, to which they 

belong, have been robbed of 500 hectares of land by the Italian concession­

bolder Mr. Pellegrini, and tr~t.four members. of the Rer have been imprisoned 

for defending their rights. 

The land concerned, the area of which is 350 and not 500 hectares, 

was do:œa.in land and was given in concession to Mr. Pellegrini by the former 

Government' -of Somaliland by a regular ad o:p:ponendum procedure under 

D .G. No. 16526 of 11 January 1950. The conces.sion-holder bad scarcely begun 

to clear the land when the war intervened and prevented him from continuing. 

After the war, a number of Somali peasants settled on the land 

Pellegrini had already cleared and began to cultivate plots here and there 

over an area totalling 30 hectares. In spite of the illegality of this, 

Pell~grini, instead of insisting on the strict enfarcement of his rights, 

bas made repeated attempts to reach a compromise under which hie estats could. 

be developed without detriment to the other parties concerned. At the present 

time the negotiations are centred upon a possible exchange of the above­

mentioned lots, which, being scattered over the whole area, are an obstacle 

to the development of the estats as a whole, for a single marginal area of 

about 100 hectares which Pellegrini would be prepared to. band over to the 
0 • ' 

petitioners in perfect condition for cultivation. It is not true that the 

350 hectares in ~uestion are the ènly territorial possessions of the 

Rer Mobareck, for in the Afgoi district they~have at their ~isposal immense 

expanses of e~ually fertile land, which has only been cultivated to an 

insignificant extent. 

E~ually untrue is the petitioners 1 statement that the Resident of 

Afgoi is exercising pressure in the dispute.to the detriment of the Rer 
' . ' 

Mobareck, and'has gone so far asto arrest Pellegrini 1s foremost opponents. 

The four persona mentioned in the petition were àrrested not in connexion 

with the land under consideration but for resisting a public official and for 

failure to observe the precautions legally established by the Authori ties 

(Penal Code, articles 337 and 650), having been guilty of disorderly conduct 

/at a "shir" 
') 
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at a "shir" held on 5 January 1952 at Mobareck between the Bimal and the 

Beghedi for the delimitation of the frontiers between the two tribes. In any 

event, in his decision No. 22/52 of 24 January 1952, the judge of the · 

Benadir Regional Commissariat did not regard the offences as serious and 

acquitted the four accused, who were immediately released. 

/76. Petition 



76. Petition from Mr. Jama Hassa Ibrahil Hussen (T/PET.ll/217) 

The petitioner asks for compensation far alleged dacage oust~ir.cd 

during the incidents which took place at Baidoa in April 1950. 

Reference is made to this Administration's observaticns en 

petition T/PET.ll/55/Add.l.~/ 

/77. Peti tien 

f:./ Note by the Secretariat:· See this document, Section 3· 
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77. Petition from Vœ. Scire Dirie Abdille Coscin and Six Others (T/PET.ll/238) 

The petitioners ask for compensation for alleged damage sustained. 

during the incidents which took place at Baidoa in April 1950. 

Reference is made to this Administrationrs observations on 

petition T/PET.ll/55/Add.l.~/ 

/78. Petition 

!/ Note by the Secretariat: See this document, Section 3. 



78. Petition from Vœ. Abdullahi Sugulle Hussen (T/F.ET.ll/239) 
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The ~etitioner complains that he was held under arrest in a police 

èarra!"ks for twenty-four days on suspicion of theft, was beaten by members 

of the police, force and was unsuccessful in obtaining a medical certificate 

of the injuries he sustained. 

From the investigations WBde it ap~ears tvBt Mr. Abdullahi Sugulle 

Hussen, 18 years of age, livin3 in the village of Harraruin di Mogadiscio, 

was detained in the cel.l at the East Mogadiscio police station from 9 a.m. 

on ll. January 1952 until 8.30 a.m. on 13 January -- forty-eight hours in all 

and was then transferred to the prison to te kept for the Public Prosecutor 1s 

disposal on the charge of theft from a iv oman of his tri be. On 3 February 

the accused viaS E:.cq_ui tted by the examining magistrate and released. 

As regards the beatings to which the prisoner alleges he was 

subjected by Italian and Somali members of the police force, Dr. Tonelli, 

physician at the Port Dispensary, stated that the said Abdullahi Sugulle 

Hussen was booked as No. 234 on ll February 1952, examined by him and found 
/ . 

to be suff er ing from sli ght symptoma tic ·ede wB. As i t vias a min or rra tt er, 

1vhich the physician was not bound to report (injuries not curable within ten 

dàys must be reported), Dr. Tonelli advised the fatient to apply to the 

judicial authori ti es alOd bring cvBrges wi th regard to his' grounds of complaint. 

-On the folloHing day, Abdullahi Sugulle went to Dr. Falcone, the bouse 

physician on duty at the De ~artino Hospital, and asked him for a :rr:e di cal 

certificate of beatings to which he r8d been subjected. -As he could find no 

record of the in.juries such as was req_uired for issuing a medical certificate, 

Dr. Falcone replied that he could not give him the medical certificate he 

asked for 'lvi thout a r~q_uest in wri ting from the judicial authori ties. 

The petitioner does not appear to PBVe brought any crBrge _before the 

judicial authori ties and 1ve are assured by the ~alice that he was not beaten 

1vhile in the cell at the police station. 

/79. Petition 
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79o Petition from Mr o Isse Abdi Hassan and Tvo Others (T/PET .11/241) 

The petitioners complain of their failure to obtain compensation 

for serre anirrals allegedly looted from them during the disturbances at 

Baidca in April 1950o 

Reference should be rr:ade to the Administration 's observations on 

petition T/PEToll/55/Addolo!/ 

/80 o Petition 

}./ Note by the Secretariat: Seé this document, Secti,on 3o 



80. Petition from Chief Ha,ii Ali Sciura (T/PET.ll/244) ·· 
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The petitioner denies the allegatièns of the authors of petition 

T/FET .11/22J=./ regarding the opening of the seat of a new party at Kis:œayu. 

Reference should be rrade to the Administration 's observations on 

the above-mentioned petition. 

!/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/978, Section 34. 




