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lo The problfa11 of fishery co:ist=irva:ti0n a.rlzrn, il':. nearly all cz..ses where the:-e is 

bec::i made soon~r ~-h1..Y1 the situation justifi~d~ I:a -:;ha life cf f._. fishery, it 

is dange-:rous to :postpone conservation measur£s to too late a da1.;e, ba-1; p~rI1e.rs 

eYen mc:::-e da::igcrous to infa•od11ce the::n too : ee,:rly, as in the case of a do:nr.:Je 

popula-c:tcn which would bs benef:!. ted by b~ing th:tnnF-:d out., Conservation efforts 

must aim at controlling th~ pcpu~i..s:tion(s) in question at such a level of 

abu."'ld.ance tha:c the inc::. vid.uE:..ls ~-~ch opt:i1num si?.e in as short a time as possible 

and then fishing, them &s soon a.3 poi3si'!::>J.e, before ni:t.·;.n:-al. mo::tality has clEl.imed 

too large a part(, To achieve this rc~ulres much research~ 

2o The two msin a,ims of fi3hr;:ry conservation a.re to secure to mankind a. 

co~tinued s~p?ly of fish pU;f'ficiently large to meet ·th~ QCma.nd, and to maintain 

a. paying f'isi1i.ng industry'J ThF.:se a;i.ms are not ali:rays consistent, and we must 

C::.~t~:rm.iwJ tho priority in each case., 

3o Wh,2;n contemplating th~ introduction of regulations for a f~.shery, the 

·rcsear~h wck on the sp~cies in queGtion must be carried out no~ only in the 

Ei.:>'.'~a ,,faere it is fished bnt i:i the whole area. throughout which the .species is 

d;i.stributed, provided tha.t it is connected with the f:i.shing area~ 
42 · Before we can stuc.y the effects on tee resource of the intensity and l:3.nd 

of exploitation, we. 1m:.st have d:)tailed statistical i:afoi"IIlB.tion about t!-ie 

e;:x'1):.ottation it.self a One of the chief ai:n:.s of the work of the International 

Con:mission for the Northwest Atlo.ntic Fishcri~s (ICNJ~F) has peen to Cvllecrb 

these da;~a from the t<.;n m~r..ber. co't4,trics fisbing in the areao 

5.. T'ne Co:r::imiss:t-~n has int!'~duced interne..tio:1a.l regulations for the ha.o.dock 

fi.shery, off the Naw B:ng.land coa.st, whi~11 have already pro:!uced beneficial 

results.. 'l';lese regul.:.1tJ.ons :provide for n~ts with a larg~r mesh 1e,han w:;i,s stancaI'd 

in the ·past. 



A/C01'."F.10/LQ8 (Summary) 
English 
Page 5 

60 Regulations are now being con,3idered for . cod c..nd haddock in Nova Scotian 

waters, since a decrease in yield has been pbservad, but th,: problem here is 
~ore complex than in the New England regiono · Rcscar~h is also being done on 

the. redfish, sto?lts, whose yield on ,the old grounds has been decl:tn.ing, and on 

the halibut. In the lat,ter case, the problem is not one of ccnsc·ving an 

existing stock but the more difficult one of rebuilding an extremely depleted 

s:tock. 
7 o .. The work of conservatio1:· is perpetual and always changing, so that regulations 

introduced can-p~ver be fimlo It is also a world-wide question and must be 

studied as such. 
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