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PE'E[C[IONS coxvcmmxs THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISE
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 Qbservetions of the Admtnisterine' Authoritv .

‘Note by the Secretariat The Secretariat has the honour to . - g
transmit. to members of the Trusteeship Council the observations. )
" of the ‘United Kingdom Government on the following peti tions:

TI. ‘'Petition from the French Cameroons Welf‘are Union..... .T/PET h/72
II, Petltion from Mr, Philip F. Dinka...}..................T/PET 4/13,
CIIT. Petition from Mr. John Kulle Birmingham.. .............T/PE’I‘ L/75
Iv, " Pebition £rom the ‘Bakverl Land Comm!,ttee..............T/PET 4/76"
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T I, PEJ.‘ITION FROM TI:LE FRENCH CAMEROONS
PR WEIZE’ARE UNIOI\T {7/ 28T 4/ 72)

l, The Administering Authority has teken note of the resolution adopted by
7 the Trusteeship Council at its 374th meeting on the 17th July 1951, waen,
having acceptec}, and‘exemined at itg 9th seeeion the petitions from
Mr, Joseph Ngu (T/PEI'4/70) and ths French Cameroons Walfare Union (T/PED /71
and T/PET o4/71/Ad4,1),. the Council requested the Administering Authority to
/furnish in its next annue.l report e.d;di’cional information on the q_uestien of
the status of residents of ‘che Cameroons under United Kingdom Administration _
who are immigre.nte from the Cameroons under French Administration, and decided
7 to re-examine these petitions at the’ sesaion of the Trusteeship Counoil at

: which the requested mforma‘cion becomes a.vaileole. The 1951 Report which will
incorporate ‘the 1nforma’cion asked i‘or by the Counoil, will be ava.ile.ble for the
Summer seseion of 1953, ' ' o

2; In view 'of ‘the above resolution, the Adminietering Authority considers
‘bhe.t-, s T/PET N/72 Yaiges no points additional to those in ‘I‘/IPETe /70 and
1/71/Adds .13 from Mr, Joseph Ngu, end T/PETs /71 and 4/71/Adds .13 from the
Prench Cameroons Welfare Union, which are due to be consldered by the Council
at 1ts summer session, T/PET.M/72 would best be examined at that time, vhen
the Council will be in possession of the fuller information contained in the
1951 Report on the Camsroons under British Administration, |
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©TT. " PETITION FROL/I MR PHILIP F DINI&A (T/PET h/73)

1, The present petition 1is suhmitted by a.son of Chief N.D Fongum,
ﬂ‘previous petition from w. - was deelt with by the Counoil in Resolution No,
331 (VIII) of the Eighth Seseion, In aocordance with that Resolution the :
Administration has given fuzther oonsioeratlon to the suggestion that W1dikum
should be transferred from the Mamfe Div1sion to the Bamenda Prov1nce. Tt was
found. that the s uggestion was not supported.by a majority of the’ population of
Widikum and it. has therefore been d601d9d that no chan5e in the Divisional
boundary should be made at the present time._ I ;

2, Mr, Dinka, alleging that the people of Wio,rum suffer from a lack of
facilities in edncation, medical services and conmhnications, now asks once |
more for the transfer of the villags to the. Bamenda Provinoe snd requests the
establishment in it of a dispensary and a postal agency and. the provision -of

a ooncrote bridge over the river. yhich separates A% from the rain. Mamfe-Bamenda
motor-road He algo alleges ‘that the Administration reoentlv prevented the T
'people of Widikum from making improvements to, the. village paths by their .own '
efforts, . L S ‘ C

3. In tne matter of. communications Widikum is in fact=well provided, for the
xwhole of it is within a mile.of the Mamfe—BaMPnda motor-road, It is senarated
“from the road by the Mumo River, which is crosged by a suspension footbridge
of temporary materials., This bridge, though still gerviceable, 1g at present
in a poor state of repair, Materials are-already on order for its renovation
but 1ts replacement by an expensive concrete gtructure would not be justified '
in the present state of dsvelopment in the erea generally,

b, Widikum, whish has an adult male population of 210, is also well served
in the matter of education., Two Government assisted Mission primary schoola
are already functioning there, One is a Stendard VI Roman Catholic Mission
School with 250 pupils, of vhom 60 are from Widilum and its neighbouring village
of Decbe: this school is in the charge of an ropean missionary.resident in
Widikum, The other is a Standard IV school managed by the Basel Missilon, In
these schools there are still vacancies in all classes and it is clear that
educational facilities are more than adequate for the area at the present
time, '

2. The village is less fortunate with regard to medical services but in‘this

direction also is comparatively well off, for there is a dispensary 7welve m;les
awvay, a
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avay, at Eati.ho on the main rcad, There is-of course nothing to prevent the
peop.:.e of :,atibo f’*om attendtn,o the Governmeni‘ hospital at Bemends rether

then that at Mamfe H‘ they 80 p”efer. There is a good deal of public transport
plying in botn directions. ‘ ‘ - ‘ \

, ,6.' Postal sex vices are ‘at present m,ad.e available to the people of Widﬂmm

' throagn the courtesy of‘ the Reverenc‘.. Father living there B who allows the people

o ehare with hin the use of a regular mail bag which he has J.elivered and
collected as the (}ovew ent mail-van passes through on its Journey betweon
Mamfe and Bameada. The volume of traffic does not a8 yet justif‘J the v:
establishment of a public Posua.t. Agency. :

Te The frustrated efforts of self-help’ to which the petitioner refexs .
uni‘ortunately took the form of compulsion by a resuscitated secret society,
known as "Mem.ng F wkich formerly nad an unsavoury reputation. Thi.s caused.
grave concern within the village R particularly among. the Christian community,

“and the Administration was obliged to 1‘1ter\ me in order to preserve the |
11bert1es of the publio. Any worthy snd genuine effort of comnv.nity development
ould of course, reet with prompt enoou ragement and assistance. o

8. With regard to the proposal with Widikum ghould be transferred to’ the
":YBamenda Provr'loe 1t would seem that the petitioner should. be informed of the

" pedson for the dectsion referred to m the first paragraph above.A In connection
with his other requests 1t would seem appropriate for him to refer to the

: previous recommendations of the Council reg.rard.ing social and economic T

"development in the’ Trust Territory generallv. o '

!
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III, PETITION FROM MR. JOHN KULLE BIRMINGEAM (T/PET.L/75)

This pstition is &n 'axpression of SorYoV which does not appear to call for
detailed comment. It is suggested that 1t will be appropr).ato for the
Trusteeship Councll sii. 'y to note ite content., '

IV, PETITION FROM THE BAKWERT LAND COMMITTER (T/PET.4/76)

1, All the points made in this petition have 'already ‘been fully and finally
dealt with by the Council and the Administering Au'sho,rity‘ has nothing to add
to what has previously been said on the subject, \
2, It appears that the Bakweri Land Commit! 2 can no longer fairly.claim
to be fully representative of the Bakwerl people, Other Bakwerl representatives .
ar'riau to avail themselves of thé offersd reéattlempnt scheme have now begun
to approaoh the Administra tion with requeste for its implementation and the .
prospects of progress in this mutcer are marykedly improvin{_,.
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