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5'2- 2984 

PETITIONS CONCERNING TANGANYTID\ 

Observations of the Adrniniatering Authority 

Note by the Secretariat: The following observations of the 

United Kingdorn Goverr..ment vlere co:mmunicatecl to the Secretariat 

by a let ter da tei 27 February 1952 from the United Kingdom 

· Delegation. They relate to the following petitions: 

Petition from Hassan! Scmboja and fourteen others 
concerning the election of the present Chi~f of the 
Usangi Chiefdom in the Pare District of Tanganyika 
(T/PET .2/155) •••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Petition frcm the African Association, Mikinclani 
(T/PET .2/114) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • • • 
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. . . , 

PF"trTION FROM HASSPJIT S:EMBOJA AND FOURTEEN Ot.mERS 
.CONCERNlNG THE ~TrON OF THE PRESE!'o"T CRIEF 

QF THE USÀ:NGI CHIWDOM IN THE PARS 
DISTRICT OF TANGANYIKA 

(T/PFr.2/155) 

'.This petition is in the nature of a supplement to the petition on thé sa.me 

eubject frqm Messrs. Semvu.a. Kamw and Salim Losmd.ilo, T/PFir .2/136,_ to .w~ch it 
ad.d.s nothtng. The substance of both these peti tiens :ts the same as that of an 

earlier one - T/PET.2/96 - on which the Trusteeship Council decid.ed. that no 

action was called. for (Resolution 329/VIII) • 

. PETITION FRcM 'mE AFBICMI ASSOCIATION, 
· MTICTifDANI, (T/PEJ: .2/114) . 

The nemorial of the petitioners contains a nunber of questions Bddressed to 

the Visiting Miss,ion •.. In the follo-vdns cCilli!l€lnts these questions are dealt with 

in the ord.er in which they are set out in the memorial. 

1. Information regard.inB the United Nations is made available to the people 

of the TelTitory in a number of ways; . 
'. 

(a) by the disttibQtion of material received from the United Nations' 

Secretariat; 

(b) by the distribution of locally produced p8I!Lphlets and papero in 

English and Swahili; 

( c) by notes and -a.r;ticles published in ·the vernac'ular press; 

(d) by local broad.casts; and 

( e) by teaching in achools. 

With regard. to (a), a request i·or a considerably increased oupply of 

infOl"llc'l ti on :material has recently been submi tted to the United Na ti ons. 

In addition to the methode of d.isseminating information enumerated above,. 

as occasion offera adninistrative officers take thé opportunity afforded by 

public "barazas" to give information and to answer questicns. 

2. There is no segregation of races :l.n Tanganyika. The European and Asian 

clubs to which the petitioners refer are private clubs, catering for their own 

J'Mmbera. In a numbor of places Africans have the ir own clubs. 

In times of food shortage relief is afforded to the fullest extent possible 

/but the 
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but the va.riety of sùch relief is depenè.ent en t..'IJ.e supplies available. In the 

Southern Province, where the petitioners live, cassava, millet and rnaize are 

staple articles ·of diet. Rice is not available in sufficient quantities in 

Tanganyika to permit of general distribuiion as a famine relief measure. Sugar 

is normally in free supply and can be purchased by those requiring it. Ghee is 

largely imported into the province by Asians for their own use. 

3. (a) It appears that the petitioners are suggesting that there should be a 
return to the former native custom of the payment of "blood money", their 

argument being that the payment of compensation to the relatives of a 

deceased persan who is killed either "intentionally or by accident," prevent 

the development of feuds and probable "assaults". The provisions of the 

Penal Code have now superceded native custom in the punishment of murder, 

but in certain circumstances a convict.ion for murder does not cons ti tu te 

a bar to civil proceedings under na~ive custom for the payment of 

compensation. It has been laid down that no claim for compensation lies: 

( i) unless local customary law has always allowed it; 

(ii). if sentence of death has been carried out on the accused; 

(iii) where the person accused has been acquitted by the High Court, 

unless fresh evidence beccmes available which was not available 

to that Court, or unless the person accused later admits his 

liability for the payment of compensation before the loèal court; 

(iv) where the accused has been imprisoried, until he has been 

released. The length ·of time he has been in prison should be 

taken into consideration. 
.• 

In practice ~laims of this nature are now exceedingly rarely brought 

before the courts. It is probable that in certain tribal areas 

compensation occasionally passes from the family of the murderer to the 

family of the murdered without reference to t..~e courts, but in general the 

people have come to accept the sentence awa.rded on conviction under the 

Penal Code as closing the matter. 

As regards accidentai death, claims for compensation are admissible 

and are entertained by the local courts. Heré aga in, however, claims of 

this na ture are seldom talcen to court. Where they. arise they are more of'ten 

settled by mutual agreement. 
/(b) Police 
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(b} Police are used on occasion to deal wlth I!l!lr~udin~ animalE!, when such 
. . . . ~ ' . ' . ' .~:.. . . . 

a course is consid.er~d necessary, but- the strength of most police 

detacmnerits is to~ ··amall to permit of thé ir-betng··~sed for. len~thy periode·. 

for suéh non-·:Dolice purpo'ses,. 

4. rt is not proposed to comment at lengtli on this question, vh.ich the 

petitioners frOtl. their mm 1::nowledge are qui te capable of answ"'ring •. The fact 

is, hovever, that ivhile predominant .local opinion st~ongly supp~rts the system 

of native adain:l.stration, the pet:!.tione~s,. ;,rho are in cleri~al or othér similar 

employment,· are out of tune i'lith the local poptüat:i.on. 

5. ~is g_uestion aga :in: is one not calling f'or leng~hy çomment. There is no 

lack of cé-operation among. the· peoples . .in the Southern Province. In general 

there is an absence· of any strong political feelinG at present, and on the whole 

very .friendly reb.tions e:Jè.ist betvmen. the variOUS CŒJIDJ.un:lties .•. 

6. It is not 'possible to have ide.ntical regulations governing serv.;ice with the 

cant:cal GoveJ:."'l.l7lent and local ~ative ad.··~dn:iotrat:tons. Cond:i.tions of service in 

-the latter are: largely depend'ent on the f.inancial resou~ces of' _the ,local~ native 

troasuries. In seme cases the conditions ~njoyed by ~ativo a~inistration 
;, ., ' • 1. 

clerical sto.ff arè better than thos9 enjoyed by Governnent servants in, s:im~lar 

posta •. It must also be noted. that sc~vants of the n~~ive adm:inis.tration are, 

almost without exception, local irihabitant·~,· ·~;ith th~ir mm h9uses, .cardens, etc., 

and not subject to transfèr a1vay frcni their 01·m ·areas. , ... 

7. : Huslim law is not isnored bythe Cou~ts â.~d l:1 re[~ar~ to such rr:atters as 

marri age, 1nheri tance; etc • , is· foiiowed v.beœver relevant and. provedo 
. ~ . ~ . . .. ; "" . . 

8. Africans are not' · 11 forbidd.en" to eut ·laree t~ees. Eq_uaJ_ly with anyone else 

they are fermi tted to fell timber on pa;yrr.ent· of' ;oyal ~ie~. , ~n genera:). ;Africans 

are allOi·red to cloar land.>ror. aeric'ul tura{p~i-~o~es >dth~ut .. ~ny restric~ion on 
• • • • ! 

. the a.monnt of timb'er wh :teh may be felled, al thouch in certain are9.s. efforts are 

made to pr'event unnecessary destr~ct:ton of valuable t:r~es. In auch cases . · 

apecifi€ld treea must either bé lef't standing· or, if'.f'elled, royaJ,ties at. the 
: . . . . '.. ' 

prescribed ra tes must be pa id. · In .. riormal ciearing opera tiens for agrioul tu:;:-a1 
'. . ' ' . ' . ' .. 

purposes paJ~ent of royalties is req_uired only ·in resp~ct of timber put to 
' . . . . 

coran:.ercial 'use.·. In the 'cane of' tl1E3 Ove:rs~as Food Corpora.tion the customary 
' ' . ' 

royalties are paid.on àll t!mber used. 

oOo 




