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PETITIONS CONCERNING TANGANYIKA

Observations of the Administering Authority

Note by the Secretariat: The following observations of the

United Kingdom Government were communicated to the Secretariat
‘by a letter dated 27 February.l952 from the United Kingdom
" Delegation, They relate to the following petitions: ‘

“I, Petition from Hassani Semboja and fourteen others
concerning the election of the present Chief of the
Usangi Chiefdom in the Pare District of Tanganyika ‘
(T/PET.2/155) s v o o o o o s s s 0 o s v n o s s v v oo 2

II. Petition frcm the African Association, Mikindani
(T/PETW2/I1M) 0 v o 4 o 0 o o o o b s s s s s s o s o as 2
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PETTTTON FRCM HASSANT SEMBOJA AND FOURTEEN OTHERS
CONCERNING THE ELECTION OF THE PRESENT CHIEF
' OF THE USANGI CHIEFDOM IN THE PARE
DISTRICT OF TANGANYIKA
(T/PET.2/155)

_ This petition 18 In the natwre of a supplement to the petition on the same
subject from Messrs, Semvua Kemwe and Salim Losindilo, T/PET.2/136, to which 1t
adds nothing, The substance of both these petitions is the same as that of an
earlier one - T/PET.2;96 - on which the Trusteeship Council decided that no
action wes called for (Resolution 329/VITI).

" PETTTION FRCM THE AFRICAN ASSOCTATION,
'MIKINDANI, (T/PET.2/11%) :

The nemorial of the petiticners contains a number of questions addressed to
the Visiting Mission. In the following ccmments these questions are dealt with
‘in the order in which they are set out in the memorial,

1. Information regarding the United Nations is made availeble to the people
of the Territory in a number of ways;

(a) by the distribution of material received from the Unlted Nations'

Secretariat; ‘ : ,

(b) by the distribution of locally produced pamphléts and papers in

Englieh and Swehili; - , , '

(¢) by notes and -articles published in “the vernacular press;

(d) by local broadcasts; and

(e) by teaching in schools,

With regard to (a) , @& request for a considerably increased supply of
information material has recently been submitted to the United Nations,

In addition to the methods of disseminating information enumerated above,.
es8 occasicn offers adninistrative officers take the opportunity afforded by
public "barazas" to give information and to answer questicns, |
2, There i1s no segregatian of races in Tanganyike, The European and Asien
clubs to which the petitioners refer are private clubs, catering for their own
members. In a numbor of places Africans have their own clubs,

In times of food shortage relief is afforded to the fullest extent possibleA

/but the
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but the variety of such relief is dependent on the supplies available, In the

Southern Province, where the petitioners live, cassava, millet and maize are

staple articles of diet. Rice is not available in sufficient quantities in

Tanganylka to permit of general distribution as a famine relief measure, Sugar

is normally in free supply and can be purchased by those requiring it, Ghee 1s

largely imported into the province by Asians for their own use,

3.

(a) It appears that the petitioners are suggesting that there should be a
return to the former native custom of the payment of "blood money", their
argument being that the payment of compensation to the relatives of a
deceased person who is killed either "intentionally or by accident," prevent
the development of feuds and probable "assaults", The provisions of the
Penal Code have now superceded native custom in the punishment of murder,
but in certain circumstances a conviction for murder does not constitute

a bar to c¢ivil proceedings under native custen for the payment of
compensation, It has been laid down that no claim for compensation 1ies

(i) wnless local customary law has always allowed 1t;

(11). if sentence of death has been carried out cn the accused;

(1ii) where the person accused has been acquitted by the High Court,
unless fresh evidence beccmes available which was not available
- to that Court, or unless the person accused later admits his

liability for the payment of compensation before the local court;

(1v) where the accused has been imprisoned, until he has been o V
released. The length of time he has been 1n prison should be
taken into consideration. ‘

In practice glaims of this nature are now exceedingly rarely"ﬁrought
before the courts, It is probable that in certain tribal areas
compensation occasionally passes from- the family of the murderer to the
family of the murdered without reference to the courts, but in general the
people have come to accept the sentence awarded on cdnviction under the
Penal Code as closing the matter, '

As regards accidental death, claims for ccmpensation are admissible
and are entertained by the local courts, Here agaln, however, claims of

this nature are seldom taken to court. Where they arise they are more often

gettled by mutual agreement,
/(b) Police
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(b) Police are used on occasion to deal w:th mar&uding animals, when such
& course is consi&ered necessarj, but the strength of m05u pollce
detachiments is too small to rermlt of their belng ueed for lengthy periods .
for such non-police purposee . o i
L, 1% is not proposed to oomment at lengtb on this questlon which the
peti tioners from their own ﬁnowledge are quite canable of anowering. .The fact
is, however, that vhile predominant’ local opinion strongly supports the system
cf native admin*st“ twon, the petwuione:s . who are in clerical or other similar
enmloyment ‘are out of tune with the local ronulat:on L oo
5. This gquestion’ amain is one not calling for lengthy comment There is no
lack of cc-operation among “the peoples in the Soutnern Provi nce. In general
there 16 an -absence: of any strong p071t*cal feel*n at present, and on the whole
very friendly relations exist betunen tho V&inJS cc .nnnntwes. 7
6. Tt ie not possible to have idcntioal regulation "overning‘servjce with the
central Gevermment and local nati 5 od?injstratﬂons Conditions of service in
the latter are. largely dependent on the inancial resources of the local native
treasuries, In scme cases the condlitions enjobea by natlvc admlnlstration
clerical staff are better than those enjoJed by Govevnment u&,rvants in, similar
posts,. It must also be noted that oorvants of the natlve admnnistvation are,
almost without exception, local 1nhdb1tdnts, vith thelr own house , .cardens, etc,,
and not subject to transfer away frem their own arets. e A
Ts - Mualim law is not ignored by “the Courts ard in regard to such matters as
marriage, inheritance, etc., is followed.vhenever relevant and proveda
8. Africans are not: "forbidden" to cut larbe treos. Equa‘ly with anyone else
they are permitted to fell timber on pavxent of royaltles. In generul.Africans
are allowed to clear land For' agricnltaral purposes vithout any. restriction on
~the amount of timber which ray ‘be iellod althounh in certain areas efforts are
rade to prevent unnecessary destruct'on of valaable trees. In such cases_;-
specified trees must either be left standing or, ifﬁfel}ed?Aroyalties,atlthe~
prescribed rates must be paid."in“normal(cieefing opefations‘for agricultural
purposes payment of royalties is required only in respect of timber put to
commercial use, - In the case of the Overseas ﬁOOd Corporatlon the customary
royalties are paid.on &1l timber used . ‘
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