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Observations by t;b.e Admini.stering Authority 

~9~~-PY.~e~Secretariat: the following observations were forwarded to the 

Secretary-General 6n i8 June 195'2 by the French representative on the Trusteeship 

Council. The observations deal with the following. pe.ti tions: 
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, I. Petition from__:l?E.e "Associ~~e~-~~_11ogo"_, (Tj?~T;[l2~2) 

1. By cableg:ram of 5 December 1951, Mr. Anthony Amed.ogbe, on behalf of 

the Association des Nations Unies du Toe2., protests against the elections which 

are to be held in December 1951 for a new Representative Assembly. 

Obse!.'vations 

2. Information has already been given on this matter in connexion with 

petition T/PET. 7 /292 from the Movement de la jeunessc togolaise }/ The -----:----...0:--------~'-
Association des Nations Unies, .fs uninfluential and of even less account than 

the gJunesse togol~ise; it has only about ten members, all from Lame. 

II. !'~t.t_~ :from Messrs. Alm, O.!}:m_pi£._!l.Ed f.?~~J.tiPET,71294) and :petition fro}! 

Mr. Ant,S2E.., Secretary-General of the To~ol~d· Con~ess_ {!/PF!J..!Ji.E2§) .· 

3. These two petitions are taken together as they refer to the incidents 

at Palime on 16 March 1952. Messrs. Aku, Olympia and Antor protest, by 

cablegram of 18 March, against attacks on public freedoms by the French 

administration in Togoland si~ce the beginning of 1952, By cablegram of 

19 March, Mr. Ant9r protests.against the·police action taken on 16 March in 

connexion with a public demonstration by Unite togol!L.!.~~ at Palime. 

Observations 

4. Freedom of assemoly is subject in Togoland to the same leGislation as 

in France, i. e • the Acts of 7 . June lo48 and 30 June. 1881. Under t •. - 1e 

regulations meetings on the public highway are prohibited, and processions and 

demonstrations on the public highway are authorized subject to being notified 

three days in advance, the Administration reserving the right to prohibit them 

for the treservntion of the peace •. Meetings elsewhere than on the public 

highway.are a~thorized without previous notification but so far as they are 

compatibl·~ with the maintenance of order. In the cont:rffi7 case, the 

Administration has t.he right o.nd obligation to intervene for the purpose of 

maintaining or restorine public security. 

5. Contrary to the petitioners' allegations, tbe Administration bas ta.lten 

no general action to restrict public freedoms since early in 1952. It has 

merely (a) enforced the law prohibiting meetings on the public highway, and 

/(b) intervened 

Y See document T/999, paragraphs 96-100 
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(b) intervened in a n1JID.ber of par~icnl~ cases when the projected demonstration 

waa likely· to disturb the peace. 

6. With regard more particularly to the incidents at Palim~ on 16 March, 

the Comite de l'Unit~ togolaise., after holding a public meeting on that day, 

instigated an unla,;•1ful assembly in front of the f;;rcl! offices, during wh:i:ch the 

demonstrators insulted the police and threw stones at them. The local 

adwinistrat:1.. ve officer, ~<J~~d~t de ce_r~, summoned those resi)onsible for the 

meeting, Sone of them responded to the appeel but refused to do anything to 

stop the demonstration~ ~rhe police then proceeded to clear the square and. the 

main streets. The demonstrators dispersed J)ut returned shortly afterwa:cds to 
.. 

. inoul t and again throw stcnes at the police officers, several of ·whom were 

wounded. The firmne0s and presence of mind shown by the ·£9~~.§1!1,..!;_~,£':!,5;.le 

· certainly ma.d.e it unneceese,ry to ta1tE:' severe measures, and in the· end the 

demonstrators ·withdrew •without any of them having been wounded. 

III. Petition from rvt.~. 'Augustina de Souza (T/PET. 7 /295 and T/PE'.11
• 7 /295/Add.1) --------... ·---••· - ... ------~· __ ......, __________ , __ _ 

~-1'!:t..!iiEE.. fr9E!_Mr..:..1:l.1~.E~'?...2.,~ouz~./l~l' • li..?2I) 
7. The three petitior;s .here grouped together concern various incidents 

vhich took place in March 1952 in the Atakpame! district (~!!_<:~). 

Mr• A. de SOUZA, on behalf of the -~ te'! togol,d8~, complains of· the per .. ;c•.~ution 

of his party by the .A.d:ninistration in connexi0n with the demonstrations organized 

in this ::!~re~~ on 2 and. 16 March, and _particularly of' the seizure of trade 

rifles in the variouG villn:;es throur;h ·which Mr. Ol;ympio wc.s to· pass. 

Q~.~ ervat:ions 

f3 • The Parti to;~olaiG du progres and the Uni tE! togolaise are almost 
~ .... -~---- ··-·--·---------- ------~·-..... -- -

equally strong in the ~~!'.cl~ and. town of Atakpamd. At the time of the elections, 

the Administration ha.d to enforce the Act prohibiting meetine;s on tbe 'public 

hirhm:iy :tn order to avoid. encounters between mer:ibers of ·opposing :parties, 

especially. since .the Unit(j to1ol~~ had declared its intention of holding 

meetings on the sqt1.ares of vi11a{:jcs where the population end chiefs were 

supporters of the PartUoi'\olo.is d~r.9rr~s. 

9, The Adminictration also hail to tdrn certain action on 16 March to 

J>r-evcnt opponents clashing, as the Parti to1;oln:tLJ. d;!;._J;>ror:cts wan holding a 

mee.ting at Atah'"Pam~ at the same time as the Unite tcf:o:i.a1.r1e; • ...... ··- ... --·- ·..- .. , .... - ,s.-•--• 

/10. Thanks 
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10. Thanks to tbeoe precautions there was no inc:.l.dent, and the :police 

brutalities are the proa.uct of the imagination of the authors of the reports 

addressed. to A • .:le f3ouza and attached by him to his petiticns. 

11.. llith rl'.?gard to the trade rifles, it should be pointed out that the 

regulations on the subject require two kina.s of decla:re.tions, one r ' 1.ating to 

the ]?ossession of trade weapons and the other to permission to fire sai.1., ··es with 

.ouch weapons in public. 

12. The weapons held ~y certain people who had not ccmplied with the 

regulations on thes.e two points were confiscated pending compliance -with the 

necessary fcrmalitieo. 

rl. ~etition frcm i'h~:...!:-ur:;u£._t}no ~ So~ .(!/P:EZ~-7/2~~?..Q. TfPE'r. 7 /29Q/A.cl~:l) 
13. _In these two petitions Mr. A. de Souza protests against the decision 

taken on 15 March 1952 by the cor..:mandant ae cer~le at Mango to prohibit until 

further notice in the i:1ango subdivi:Jion tbe organization of meetings· by the 

~it.!_. !5?.D_ol.~ise_ and by Mr. N' Djanbara N'Rchaba, £hef ~-qu~:'_'.'~• 

0b3ervo.tions 

14. The point at issue here is not c political affair but an old rivalry 

by which two Tchokoss~ clans are irreconcilably cl:lvided on the subje~t o±' the 

cl:efferie of the tOim of Mango, a chefferie which was at the time, by a .. P_«_ --.. --.. --• 
perfectly reg11lar procedure, conferre:i upon th3 present chief, IJa.mbierra Tabi. 

Mr. H'D,jambara N'Tchaba, the ~hef ~u q1~a~. at Sangharra, who claims the rights 

to that ~!].efferie, has never acquiesced in the appointment and bas always in all 

circu!llstances displayed his o:ppoGition to the reignin~~ clan. The Comi te 2!· 
~'Unite' tor:c~~f.~ has exploited this rivalry in order to try to infj_ :· :, - r-.te at 

Mango by taking the side of N' Djambara N' Tcbaba. 

15. ~.'he ccrnmandant de cercle at Manco took bis decision because of the •-·-- .. --·-------
c1ansers of violent antagonis~ b:::-eakinCT out at public meetine:s orcaniz8d on a 

politic al :pretext but with the real purpose of attacking the authority and :prestige

of tbe chef sup1rie~. Such demonstrations, in view of the violent and warlike 

nature of the Tchokosc~es, mic;ht have rJ,:;generatecl into 12-anguinary conflicts• 

/16. The 
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16. The decision adopted by the commandant de cercle was t,herefore ~aken 
.. ---· . -

wl th the sole purpose of ensuring the maintenance· ·of public order and security. 
. . 

It could 'in no way prejudice the Unit!.,_!;ogolai~E:, s:i;nce that party was submitting 

no candidate at Mango and had consequently not undertaken any electoral campaign 

t:iere. 

17. The action in question enabled all disorder and incidents to be avoided 

during that period, and the prohibition was repealed in .the. first days of April 

as soon as things had settled down. 

V. Petitions from'. Mr. S8!11 IG.1:1, and Dr. Aku (T/PET.7/299), Mr~~Z2-

(T/PET.7/300) and Messrs. A'paloo and A~htson (T/PET.7L39JJ 

18. These petitions refer to the arrest during the election campaign at 

Palime of Mr. ·sam Klu, candidate of the Unite 'togolaise, and two election agents. 

OLBerYa.tlcns 

19. On the evening of 23 March at Palime after a meeting of the Comite de 

l"'·Unit~ogolaise, a police patrol, which had been ordered to clear the public 

highway, v~s hailed with insult and bad stones thrown at it from the house of 

Mr. Sam IG.u, candidate of the £9£:Lte de l'Unite togolai~ to the Representative 

Assembly. The Procureur de la Republigue, who was bn circuit a~ Pslime, 

immediately went to the scene of the incident. · The Judicial investign ;_;,fon 

·formally established the fact that the harangues addressed to the crowd at the 

public meeting 'by Sam IG.u, Mathias Apaloo and John Ball, local leaders of the 

ComitE! dE:_~nitE!·togolai~, were actual incitements to revolt, capable of 

provoking serious disturbances ru1d indeed actually followed by a number of 

incidents • The persons concerned were committed on 26 March on a charge of 

incitement to disorder, contempt of the authorities and spreading of false 

information. The case is being tried. 

20. Contrary to the assertions of the Comite de l'UnitE! togolaise, the 

arrest of Mr. Sam IG.u in no way interrupted the party's electoral campaign, and 

its two candidates, Mr. Aku and Mr. Sam IG.u, were elected. 

21. The firm intervention of the judicial authorities restored complete 

cam in the Palime cercle and put an end to the tense situation which had lasted 

for several weeks. 

/VI. Petition 
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VI. Petition from Mr~ Augustina "de. Souz13:. (T/PET·~ 7/302) 

· 22. · Mr. A. de Souza transmits to the Secretary-General of the United 

·Nations a report from Mr. ~1ambioma Bossafou, who claims the eh~,!'!~ of Mango 

f :-,~ his clan and makes various charges against the chef·. supE!ri~., Nambioma 

Tambi. 

Observations 

· 23. · Information bas already been given in connexion with petition 

T/PET.7/298 on the rivalry between two Tchokosse clans who from time :, . "!lorial 

ha,\re disputed each other's claims .to the cheffe.!!.,e superie_ure of the Tcholwsses 

and of the town of Mango. The present chef sup~rie{u._, however, was appointed 

in a perfectly regular manner. 

24. In connexion wi tb the elections of June 1951 i_t may be recalled that 

the polling station was under the charge of the commandant de cercle assisted by ·----~-----
. representatives 9f the Unite tog£1~ The report of the proceedings makes no 

mention of any objections being raised to· the facts reported. in Bossafou' s 

letter. 

25. Wi tb regard to the extortions alleged to have been committed by the 

chef supe:rieur, the. judicial authorities, to which the matter was referred in 

due form, did not:consider that there were any grounds for court action. 

26. The incidents of 27 October 1951 were also judicially investigated. 

The assertion that several persons were seriously wounded and that one. died as 

a result of the blows he received is completely mendacious. 

27. No meetings of the g9mit~ de l'Unit~ togolaise were prohibi~ed at 

Mango in 1951, and in 1952 ther were prohibited only for a few weeks in March. 

28. Forced labour does not exist in any form at Mango. 




