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1. Italy; with a coastline of 7,500 kilometres, — & considerable length
when compared to its land arca —-is docply conccerned with fishory probloms:

a) beeausce of the large number of inhabitants engagod in that
occupation and ecarning its living by it

b) bocause of the large consumption of fish, espccially in some
parts of the country with limited supplics of protein fpods

c) beenuse of the considerable economic intcrests connectoed. with
fisherics.

© The importance of these =spccts of the question is shown in the appendioed
tables S

2 It ~lian fishermen carry on their trade in terxltorlal and intornational
wat“rs, v1z: : ;

a) tho Ligurian seca, \
b) tho Tyrrhenian sea along the coast -of Sardinia
¢) -along the soﬁthgrn.cqnsilof Sicily3aﬂd ih tha Ionian sea

- d) ‘the Adriatic

"e) outside the lediterrancan (along the western cozst of Horth
Africa and the groat Newfoundland banks)s

The richest arcas, where the largest number of fishcrmen and fishing
vessels ~rc found, ares

&) the hdriatic
- . b) the soas to the south of Sicily
c) the northern and central arcas of the Tyrrhenian sca.
3¢ - . The most important types of fishery for Italy are:
Aa) trawlor fishing with an annual catch of 1,101,697 quintals

b) clupcoid 2nd mackcrel fishing, with an annual catch of
667,010 quintals

- c) tuna fishing with an annual catch of 24,877 quintals.
Long -line, coastal 2nd other typcs of fishing are of less importance.
4o 1igrating clupecoid and scombridac arc fished with variocus.typco of
netss "menaid", "lampara", 'saccoleva" nets or purse sciners. These {isheries.

. while producing very large oatches, are liable to fluctuate widely., They are
- closely linked to the canning indus<iry.
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They are not only of considerableo importance economically, but have _
also 2 marked influence on the food situation by placing on the market
an abundant and popular foodstuffe

De Tuha fisﬁing; which is traditionally a coastal occupation carried on
around Sicily and Sardinia with madragues (or tunny-nets), is also subjeet
to wide fluctuations and frequent pcriods of depression.

An attempt is being made to introduce purse seiners. This would make
it possiblo to catch tuna without using madragues and, givem the necessary
control to avoid over=~fishing, might bring about 2 substantial incrsase
in production, ) :

6, Fishing by trawler which gives the biggest catches occupics large
numbers of fishermen throughout the year. It is carried out at specific
fishing banks by Cishermen froa certain localities which have 2 long
tradition &f this typc ¢f fishing. Among the most important of these
are Chioggia, Fano, Ancona, San Bencdetto del Tronto, liolfetta, lazara
del Vallo, ‘Porto-Si Stefano and Viareggio.

Por somc yoers the fishermen of the west coast of the Italian p?ninsu}a,
more particularly those bslonging to the harbours of Tuscany and Liguria,
have, béen' extending their activities from the shallower waters of" the
continenial shelf to thc subjacent slopc to a depth of 600 metres.. It has
thus begome possible to oatch species hithorts unknown on the msrket, c.gs
the "malu™ (Micromcsistius Gedus Poutassou), the "occhiono" (Chloropothalmus’
2&2&3311;1, the recd shrimp (spec Aristeus, Aristcomorpha) and’ others, Cea
the Norway lobster (Nephrope norvegicus), hitherto known only in cortain
small ereas (Quarnaro). ‘ ' : : :

Ts'  Thirty~five ycars ago, trawler fishing was carricd out almost.?xclusively
by sailing boats working in: pairs. . From 1921 onwards motor trawlers began 40
replace s2iling boats and are the only ones used to-day;\wjth‘a few excontions
in coastal fishing. - = o

The ‘mochanization of fishing bozcts resulted in cansiderably increasecd.
cotehess This increase needs.to be wi.tched closely in order to avoid over-
fishing. So far thore has baeun no--dcfinite proof of averefishing in:Italian
waturs, As soon as such proof is forthcoming, fishery conservition mcasures
will becomc necessary, - S oo

' “"Ttaly began to' regulatc the use of fishing geor as long ago as 1882
(RoyaIPDeprce“of 13 Novembor 1882, Nos 1090, rogulating the enforcement
of tho” sd@ fishery chapter of .tho law on fishery). Trawler fishing is
rculated by a ministerial decrce of 1 September 1934, while tho fishing
of fingerling is rejulated by a ministerial decrce of 19 October 1939,

t* 7 fi Ttalien Fishing fleet roquires further modornization mn. several
boatsvgugt be replaced -if maximum yicld .and sccurity are to be obtained.
Howcver) inercases in the fishing floet are subject to very strict control.
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- 8. The Italian Govurnment, whose policy 1t is to ensurc a sustaincd lovel

of production for:its.fishermen,; is keenly intcrested in the protection of
fishing in thosc /national and cxtra-tcrritorial wateérs where the national

industry does not competc with that of other countriess -

The .areas which Itallan fishermen share with those of ¢ther countries

a) the hdriatic

" b) the Sicilien channcl
C) the northern part of the Tyrrhcenian Scas

‘To cnable our fishermoen to carry on their trade without dctriment to
the 1ntnrosta of the fishcrimen of neighbourin; countrles, and also to ensure
the. maximum. sustained production, bilateral anreements in roupaot of those
seas arc quuerdn

‘..l

9. Tho terms of a2ny agrcements covering the hdriatic would regquire special

care, Albanian flsh*ng in that arca oelng almost nil, the two countrics

: 1nvolvud are Italy and Yugoolavim.

: Althouvh biophysica]ly the Aurlatlo constitutes a single unlt, it is

. not casy, owing to its limited breadth, to delimit the rospective torritorial

wators, Furthor. the different conformation of the cast and west coasts of
that sca results in a preovalonce of fish in certain are&s, whlch na vturally

~arc -the most sought after by the. fiunermen.-

By tradition, the fishermen from the Italian GOFst have trawled the
cntiro Adriatic Sea, and this has led to agrcemcnts first betweon Italy

. and Austria, and lator betwecon Italy and Yugoslavia, Rccently, in conscquence

of political changes, %he arcas available to Italian fishcfmen have become
nore -and more restricted, with the result: that a crisis of” some soverity
hus dcvclopca in the Italian tdriatic fishing industrye.

10. - The ‘Italian Government is ospceially concerned with protccting the

Adriatic fishery in order to guarantece the livelihood of its fishermens

Conseguently, ln addition to an agresment on conscrvation mensurces which
it has concluded with quoslav;a, negotiations are now proecceding with a
view to regulating the cconomic and social intercsts of both countries,

It nust ve emphusiczed that-the situation is particularly Gifficult
for Itallun sea {ishery, thich, despite the availability of cquipment and
highly skillod men, is confinedito a few very limited and normally under-
productive [ishing grounds, - For that rcason, the position of the Italian
fisherics!is. extromely iwportant socially as well as cconomiczllye

- While the Italian Govcornment is coneerned with fishery conscrvation,
it is alsel constrained to provdde employment and the means of subsistonce.
for a large section of the coastal population. It must thercforc.obtain new
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rens of activity for its Ffishormen; this might beordone by means of internations
'lxr

1 agrocmonts aining o at..An allocatfon of Llanln,'uct1v1ties more in sccordance
/ith the productive capaclty of the difforent arcas. '

vl

The Italian deloration belicves that, so far as tho jleditcrrancdan-is-
concyrnhd, one of tho most effcetive means of conserving tho living resourccs
. 0f the sea would be 2 better distribution of flahlnw activity with a view to

obviating any unduc disparity between OVbrflSth ununr¢1sncu ATRS e o -
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STATISTICS TOR ITALIAN SEA PISHSRY IN 1953
- Tobor — Tor :
- PISHERY ARZA of using CRAFT .-, CATCH
- Pishormen sniling . & 1i/s /b Quintals _  Lire
. - :craft_ ' L ‘
,gyerSea:\ ) ‘ |
Lizurian Sca 8.457 27117 119 575 88,037 1443247934699
. Contral 5.240 1.319 138 339 78,100 1.321.140,048
. Southern 21.207 7.758 113 1.451 157,060 2.672.176.277
TYAREENIAN SZA 40,599 13,092 633 2.832 - 431.560  7.444.042,342
(Total)
SARDINIA 6,409 1.638 36 521 77.219 1.947.895.150
SICILY 42 . 456 10.290 604 705 524.493 9.237.902.373
| 'IO?IAN SEA 4.353 14346 18 37 92.820 1,408.,602.605
"ADRIATIC SEA - : . S
Southcrn 17.769 44989 308 . 2217 191.3T1 345614867650
Central 144155 24837 737 322 289.932 4494048344499
Horthern 144351 4.627 258 443 186,190 3.237.142.553
~ ATRIATIC SBh 46,275 12,453 1.333 992 667.493  11.778.287.172
(Total) :
ITALY (Total) 140,132 38.819 2,624 59187 1.793.585  31,778.287.,172





