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Ii.llT.'.;1C4i~TIOWJ1.L T.G;CI·[,;lCli.L co:T?JR81TC:C ON THS co:rrnE'iWATION" 
OF TH3 LIVDW JE.iOillCES OF THE SEA 

Internntiono.1 conservation problems requiring solution, •• 

?he Socrot~ry-Genoro.1 has tho honour 
to communicate the following p:1per, sub­
ni tte~ by _the Italian Delog~tion to the · 
Int0rriational Technical Conferonoe on the 
Conscrv~tion of the Living Resources of 
tho Sea. 

FISh'b'RY r~OBL..::;:::S liJID !:i'I3il4t\Y COJJSER.VATIOM IN ITl~LY 

.I, 

UN/SEA-197 .! • 

. l 

L ___________________ _ 



.-

h./CONF.10/L.20 
Page 2 

1,, Italys with a coastline of 7,500 kilometres, - n considorabJ.e length 
whon comparcc.l to its land aroa - -is do oply concerned with fishery probl·om::n 

a ) because of tho larg0 number of inhabitants engaged in that 
occupa tion and earning its living by it 

b) bocauso of the l~rgo consumption of fish, especially in some 
parts of tho country v1i th lirai tod supplies of :protein f oocls 

o) bccrmse of the considerable economic interests connoctod with 
fisheries. 

'I'he i:ciportanco of these ".spccts of tho question is shown in: the app<rn.dorl 

2o Italian fishermen carry on their trade in teriitorial and interna tional 
w-;1.tcrs, viz 1 . . . .. 

. --~- -... -~-~ .. , 
a) tho Ligurian sec., 

b) tho Tyrrhcnian . sea alonB the co4st ·of Sa.rc1inia 

c) · along t:'lc southern co -~st of Sicily· ;r1nd in th0_ Iqnian sea 

d) ·tho Adriatic 

e) outsi<l.e the lied.iterrancrm (a long the western coe.st of ~forth 
Africa and. tho cr;::iat :newfoundland. banks). . 

Tho richoat a:roas_, W~'.Jre the _l,2,rgs.1st :nua1b0r of ,;fishermen and fishirie; 
vessels :-ire found~ are: 

a) the Adriatic 

b) tho soas to tho south of Sicily 

c) tho northern and central ilroas of tho 'l'yrrhenian sea. 

3c The oost import~nt typos of fishery lor Italy arc: 

a) trawler fishins with an annual catch of 1,101,697 quintals 

b) olupeoid and □ackcrel fishing, with an annual catch of 
667,010 quintals 

c) tuna fishing vrith an annual catch of 24,877 quinta. ls. 

Long -line, co~stnl ~nd other types of fishing are of less importnnce. 

4" I.Iigrating clupeoid ~nd scombrida o aro fished with 1iC.!'ious. ty_pco cf 
nets,. "rnont1,id 11

, "lampara", 'haccolova" nets or purse seiners o Those fisheries~ 
·while prou.ucing very large oatches 1 are liable to fluctuate widely. ?hey a.re 

- closely linked to the canning indus·~ry., 
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They ,-::.ro not only of considerable importance economica],ly, but h,we 
also n. marked influence on tha food situation by placinz on tile mnrkpt 
an ~bund~nt and popular foodstuff~ 

5. Tuha fishing', v1hich is trn.di tionally a _ co.'.1.stal occupation carried on 
around Sicily and Sardinia with madr3gues (or tunny-nets), is also subject 
to wide fluctuations and frequent periods of depression. 

An attel!lpt is boine m3.de to introduce purse seiners. This would make 
it possible to catch tuna without using mr.dragucs and, eivem the necessary 
control to Rvoid over-fishini, mieht bring about a substanti~l irioroase 
in :p::-oduction. 

6. Fishiri'g by trawler which gives the biggest catches occupies large 
nurnbors of fishermen throuehout the yer1r. It is carried out at specific 
fishin0 banks by -fishermen from certain localities which have a long 
tradition bf this type :f fishing. Among the most important of these 
are C}!~oes·ia, Fano, Ancona, Sc.n Benedetto· dol Trento, :.lolfctta, lle.zara 
del V::1,llo, ·Porto -3~, Stefano and Vi0..reggio • 

. · . • .. 

For somo yocrs tho fishermen cf th0 west coe.st of the ItaJ.ian peninsula, 
more_p~rticularly those balongine to the harbours of Tuscany Rnd Liguria 1 · 

havcLbcen• i:ctending their nctivi ties from tho shallower vmters of· the 
conti,nc~~al shelf to th,c subjacent slope to a, depth of 600 metres •. : It has 
thus beo·ome . possible to catch species hi thort') unknown on the m;:i,rket, o .g.- · 
tho "balU:•1

· : (11iororilcsistius Gad.us Poutassou , tho "occhiono" (Chloro:t:>othalrrius 
agassiyii), the rod shriop spec Aristeus, Aristcomorpha.) and: others, e,gA 
tho 'Norwey lobster lfo hro c norvec·icus), hitherto knovm only in certain · 
sr.1all ~.roa:s _( Quarnaro • · - _ · . - . 

. .... ' 

7 ~- Thirty-five years ago,' -traw-lcr fishing was C8.rricd ou~ almost· exclusively 
by sailing boats working in pairs •. From 1921 onvmr.is motor trawlers l:ice2;n to 
replace sailing boats and arc tho only ones used to,-day; with 'a few exco:r,,tions 
in COc'!.Stal fishing. · · ·· · · 

The :n~o·clianizn.hon of fishing boo.ts rasultod in cansid,9ru,b~y in~rG2.s6d. 
cc..tchos. This increase neods :to be w.:,,tched closely in order to avoili · over-~ 
fishin~. $a far there has bo0n no,dofinito proof of q.vcr,fishirig in .Italian 
v.at0rs. As soon as such _proof is forthcoming, fishery cons0rv,-titm incc1suros 
·will becomo necessary. · · 

- ~; Itali besan to' reculate the USO of fishi,nG geD,r as lone a_go as 1882 
(Tioya_!,Dopro::{ of 13 November 1882, lfo:-, 1.Q90, ro.3ttlatin~ the enforcement _ 
of t~.? '· sc'a: fishery ch"lptcr of . tho law· on fishery),. - Trawler fishing is 
rc _;ultttcd. ·by a ministerial d.0oro<3 of 1 SO!)te,nbcr. 1934, while tho . fishing 
of fin;:;erling is r0L~latod bj a oinis_teric..l doc~c~ of 19 October 1939.· _ 

1 
:· : i:" Th,~ "Itn,lian Fishini; fleet roquire_s fur-thor nodornization n- several 

boi'l-ts .!'?u3:t be replaced if maxi1:1um yiold Jlnd security o.re to be obtained. 
Howovot, increases in the fishinG fleet are subject to very strict c~ntrol~ 

~q 
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- 8. Th9 Italian· Gov0rnrnent, Hhosc policy it is to ensure a sustrdncd level 
6f production for =its -fishormen, is keenly interested in tho protection of 
flshin13 in those inational and oxtra-t0rritoriRl vmte'rs· whore the nntionnl 
ind.ustry docs not compote v:i th that of other countries. 

The .areas .which Italian fishermen shri.re with those of ether countries 

a) the Adriatic 

b) tho Sicil~.r:.n channoJ. 

c) the northern p3.rt of tho Tyrrhenian Sea. 

.,_ · To enable our fishcrm0n to carry on their trade vri th out dotriI;ient to 
tho interests of the fishorrnm of neighbourin,s countries, and also to ensure 
the . maximum sustain8d proiluction, bilat0r2.l agreements in rospeot of those 
seas a rc requiroda 

. 9. The terms of any e.groements coverine; tho ls.driatic would require special 
c ,-tre" l~lbanian f:i.shing in tha t area being c.loost nil, tho two countries 
involved are Italy and. Yugoslavia. 

· AlthouB'h biophysically the Adriatic constitutGs a single unit, it is 
not easy, owin{! to its limited breadth. t 'o delimit the rospective tcrritorinl 
wa to.rs. Further. the different conf'or~ation of the cast ::tnd v10st coc1.sts of 
th,nt sea. results· in a provalonco of fish in ccrt~.in arO:i-)$, which': natura lly 
aro ,the most sought £'.,ftqr .by the fishcr.ni~n·, · . i · · ' · 

By trccli tlon f tho fishermen fror:a the Itnli:=i.n coast have trawled the 
entire Adriatic Sea, and this has led to aeroemonts first between Itnly 
and Austria~ 0nd later between Italy ~nd Yugoslavia. Recently, in consequence 
of poli tj.cal changos, -~he areas D.vailablo to Italie-n fishermen hG.vc become 
noro' .,:sncl more rostricJ;;ed, r:i th the result that a crisis of some soveri ty 
h a s developed in tho Italian Adriatic fishing industry. 

10 ~ - Tho ·Italian GoYornmont is ospccially concerned with protecting the 
, Ad:r.?ia.tic .L:i.shory in order to guarantee the li volihood of its fishermen·. 

Consbquohtly $ in adcl-i tion to an e.gre0r.i.ent on conservation oeri,surcs which 
it. he;s concluded wi -~h Yugoslavia, negotiations are now proceeding with· a 
viow to roeulnting tho oconoLlic ana social interests of both countries. 

It r:1,1St be cmph..1.si::rnil. that ·. the situation is particule.rly J.ifficul t 
for Italian soa f'isho~y, i·!hic~, despite th9 availnbili ty of· 0quipmont 2,nd 
highly _sk,illod men, is confincd:to a few very limited and normally under­
product.ivc :fishing grounds· • . · For that reason, the position of tho · Italian 
fishorica~Is. c;dror:10ly important s::icially as well as oconomict:,lly. 

: ·. ;'/-hi.le tho Italian Gov ~rrn;·1ent is concornoci vii th fishery consorvr, tion, 
it fs a1sa'. constrained to provade employment and the m0ans of subsistence . 
for a large section. of the coasta l population, · It must therefore· ·obtain new 
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aroqs of activity for its fishormo~; this micht ~o:dona by coans 
al 0;grocm,:;nts n.inins n.t .. Iin c11loci::.tion of: fishing ~ictivi ties more 
uith tho productive cqpacity of the different aroaso 

of int~rnD.tion­
in accordance 

. . . ,. ' 

Tho Italie.n lielogation boliov0s that, so far as tho ileditor:ranc,fo·1s· 
conc0rnod, one of tho n:o~t offcctivo ocans of conse~ving tho living resources 
of the ·sea woulcl be n. bc·ttcr distribution cf fishing activity ,,ith o. view to 
obviating n.ny undue disp:-,ri ty botir✓eon ovorfishod .:1nl unc.lorfishccl ar.:::~s •....... 

·-. ,, 
' 

' . ' . . 

' " _ .. 

\ . · ' 
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}Tuobor 
of 

. li'ishor,ncn 

, . Tyrr/Soa.s 
i Li.;urinn Son. 

lforthcrn 
Central 
Southern 

TYR.ItHENIAN SiY!. 
· (Total) 

Si~DilJIA --
. 3ICILY 

A:DTI LlTIC SEA . 
. ·Southern 

Central 
Northern 

ld)7tIATIC SBA 
· (Total 

ITALY (Total) 

8.457 
5,695 
5.240 

21.207 

40.599 

6,409 

4.353 

17.769 
14·, 155 
14. 351 

46.275 

140.132 

using 
S",iling 

-. craft 

2. 777 
1.238 
1.319 
7.758 

1.638 

10.290 

1.346 

4.989 
2,837 
4.627 

12.453 

38.819 

CRAFT 
I:/s i;I/b . 

119 
203 
138 
173 

633 

36 

604 

18 

308 
737 
288 

l.!33 

2,624 

575 
567 
339 

1,451 

2.832 

521 

705 

37 

. 227 
322 
443 

s.1s1 

C£i..TCH 
· Qu1ntc1. ls Lire 

88.037 
108-.363 
78.100 

157.060 

431.560 

77.219 

92 .820 

191.371 
289.932 
186.190 

1.432·. 793.699 
2.017.932-.316 
1.321.140.048 
2 .672 . ~76 .27f; 

7,444.042.342 

1. 947,895.150 

1.408.602.605 

3-.561.867.650 
4. 940.834-.499 
3.237.142.553 

667.493 11.778.287.172 

H/s :notor ships 
Ii/b motorboats 




