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~ Note: The fellowing' eb‘eerfve.tione vere treﬁsmitted by the United/K’ingd,om’
delecatlon to the Unlted Nations by a le uter dated 22 December 1951
1, The matter raised in this petltlon concerns the 1mplementatwon of one of the
recommendatlons made by the Arusha-Moshi Lands Commissmn. The uet:Ltlonere wrlte
- as representlno the Mexu tribe as a whole, but in fact the most they can clalm
is that they eXpress the views of the people living in the Ngare o\Tanyukl area. |

-2, The petltloners complaln againgt the decision that 350 taxpayers and thelr
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|
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‘ families (not 3000 J.amllles ‘ag state@ in the petltlon) should move from the
Ngare-Nanyuki area to available and suitable land to the south of this area. In
considerlng this petltlon it is important to note that the moving of these people
forms only one part of a general plan which is as a whole very greatly in the.
interests of the African populatmn. It has involved among other things the
taking over of a number of ex—eremy estates for trlbal use and the acqulsltlon of
certain other allenated lands. ,

3. As part of a general settlement of land problems the Arusha-ivtoshl Lands
Commission recommended that the area to the north and north-east of Meru -Mountain
(1nc1ud1n0 the Ngare -Nanyukl area) should be ‘sct aside 'f’or cattle r‘anching. This
area, which a.Lreaay contains a number of non-native cattle farmers, consists in the
main of arid lané_s,‘ sultable for ranohlng but, except for occasional pockets of o
good land, not suitable for cultivation., The Commission recommended' that the
~ small Meru populatlon which had settled in the Ngare -Nanyuk:L area shoul@ be moved
“to better land to the bouth adjomlng the mair tribal lands.

b,  The sch<me as flnally approved by the Secretary of State for the Colomeq wat
anncunced by the Government nf Tanganyiks in June, 1949, after it had been aceebt d

by the Natlve Authorlty. It involwed the removal of the Meru Tamilies in qﬁestlon

51-2123 k | 3 /and the acquisition
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—and the ac,qulsltlon for tribal use of 3 945 acres of former German estates, 7 1145
acres of other non—natlve estates and - 100 acres of mission- owned land, - In_
addltlon, ‘an area of some 159,000 acres, of new land ad joining the mein tribal

 lands on the lower slopes of Meru Mountain is being developed to provide for ths

/ expansion of the trlbe., | ’ - '4
5. Although as already stated, the schere was publicly arpounced in June, 1949,
and has been fully explaimed to the people, , no protests against the moving‘of the
families from the Ngare —Nanyuki area werée made until very recently, In the

meantime the other parts of the scheme have been put into operation. Certain of
the alienated lands have been coinpulsorily acqiiired by the Government, despite
protests from the occupiers, and tﬁe'development of the new lands is proceeding.

- Already a piped wa’cer‘ supply some 9%— miles in length, from the Mau Forest Reserve
and passing through the settlemsnt are'a; has been laid.down, and water peints
for domestic supplies and the watering of stock are. in course of preparation. ’ In
addition to‘ the piped supply, seven boreholes have been or are being sunk and
will soon be in operation. Two ‘cattle dips are being provided along the line of
the piped water supply. Cﬁe of these is complete and t'he; other one nearly so.

An agronomic survey of the area 1is proceeding.‘ The Lutheran Mission, which . ‘
formerly operated a dispensary in the arsa from which movement is taking place ,
has egreed to carry on its medical work in the new seiétlement area and the
necessary afrangements have already been made. v , ,

6. In their memorandu.rﬁ the petitioners refer to the purchase by the« ’;ri@e some
years ago of two former ‘Ge"fman f\arms‘ in the Ngare -Nariyuki area which they are now
required to leave. In this connexion it must be noted that not oniy is the price
paid for these farms to be fully refunded but under the pr sent scheme a much
larger area of allenated land is being made available to the tribe free of any
payment, The whole cost of acquisition-has been borne by the Government and the

Meru people are not being asked to make any contribution, Moreover the heavy
cost of d.ev’eloping the new settlement ereas is being met entircly by the

" Govermment. Those being moved will receive eompensation for disturbance. Free
transport to the new lands will be .provided_ and they will be given every

assistance in establishing themselves there. ‘Encampmen{;s ~are' to be erected at

the watering points ‘along the pipe line and free food will be provided for the

/incoming settlers
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incoming settlers for a reasonable perlod whlle they are putt:mg up the:Lr own
homes.

7. In short, the question of the movementcf the people at present liv‘ing in
the Ngare-Nanyuki areaAcannot 'be‘consiciered in isolation as an entirely separate
issue. It is part of a general’ scheme from which the tribe as a whols derives
considerabie benefit. As has been shown, '?.ction‘has already been taken to'put
the other parts of/the scheme into effect and it is not possible at this stage to
accept the objections of a section of the Meru people to carrying out their part
of the bargain. Even if such a course were now practicable it would certainly ‘
not be in the interests of \’ohe tribe-to abandon the Whole ‘SCheme. As far as the
Ngare —Nanyuki families are concerned the new land provided for them is of much
better agrlcul’oural value than that they now occupy and offers better prospects ¢
for their future advancement. ‘ ‘

8. M the 23rd August, 1959, the pe*bitioners addressed the Secretary of State
in the same terms as the letter of that date 'Wthh accompanies the present
petition. They wexre informed that the Secretary of State had. consu'lered their
representatlons but that, havmg regard to all the facts set out above s he was -
unable to agree that that part of the general scheme which formed the subgect of
their representations should not be carried out. The whole question has been the
subject of careful examination and re-examination and in the circumstances the
Administering Authority suggests the Trusteeship Council should decide that no

action by it is called for on this petition.
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