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Qbaervations of the Administering authority

Note ty the Secretariat: The following observations were
communicated to the Secretariat on 3 March 1950 by the

representative of the United Kingdum of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland on the Trusteeship Council,

1. Apart from the land-claims and other complaints sgainst the Bali people
rceferred to.in the petition of the South Western Federation, which have received
detailed trestment in the Administering iuthority!s observations on document
T/PET.L/5/4dd.2, these petitiéns all relate to general questions affecting the

Banmenda Province and may conveniently be considered together,

2, Perﬁaps the most important issue raised is contained in the brief
petition of the Fon, Village Heads and Council of Kom, who ask whether they

are acdministered by direct or indirect rule and, if by the latter, whether they
should “"go according to Native Law and Custom", = The people of the Bamenda
grasslands have just reached a-stage of development at which their trediticnal
soclety is being assalled in earnecst by the spread of western ideas, The

Kom petitioners are no doubt more acutely conscious of this than others; on

(1) T/PET.L/57
(2) T/PET.L/52
(3) T/PET.L/50
(1) T/PET.L/35
(5) T/PET.L/36



'T/SIBtf"fr‘»J

- page 2

_account ¢f the evicdence they have had of foreign criticism of their traditi?nal
custcms, butmthroughout the Frovince there is the seame conflict between new
ideas and ¢1d, and the same problen of how to nodernize the indigeﬁnus society
withuut cestroying its spirit, Paragraph 2(e) -f the Konm Improvenent
~ssociation petitinn illustrates ancther aspect of the c.nflict, In this
fundamental matter the ain of the /dninistrati.n is tu aveid making‘any direct
" attack upon traditicnal custom, except when cruelty is invelved, but to bring
abqut progress by methods of persuasiun and exanple, and by creating ccnditions
in which native soci;ty, without self-destructi.n, will welcome and assimilate
the iceas of the new age, In the field of local governnment the .dministration
has succoeded in introducing the young litcrate clement to a certain extent, and
women are now represented in all Native authority Councils in the Frovince,
'butrpublic opinicn has a long way to go beforé the literate representatives are

credited with any influence compafable with that of the traditicnal. leaders.

3. is regards develoment the Bamenda Provincé, recently raised to
 provincial status with an increased administrative staff, is entering upon a
new rhase as a new motor road encircling the Province nears completion, The

following n~re comments on the specific representations made in these petitions:

(i) ‘Education. The educaticnal facilities of the Province were
cunveniently described at pages 31-32 of the handbouk prepared
for the use of the Visiting Mission to "est .ifrica in November 1949,
The suggestion that the ..dministration neglects educatiin, leaving
nearly.all the effort to the Missiuns, is refuted at payagraphs
5 and 6 of the Administering suthorityt!s observations on document
T/PEToh/lé, where the Government policy of extending primary
education by subsidizatioh of voluntary agencies is explained,
The people of the Bamenda Province have equal opportunitics with
those cf the rest of Nigeria to avall thenselves of a liberal
provision of scholarships for higher clucation, in Nigeria or
vverseas: in addition they have open 1o them scholarships offered
by the Cameroons Develomment Corporation, So far the difficulty
has been to sceure suitably qualified candidates and the Corporation
has not yet becn able to dispose of as many scholsarhips fﬁr higher

educ-tion as it is prepared to award.
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(i) Medical Services. There is z General Hospital of 96 beds at

- (i44)

Bamenda and this is to be replnced in the very near future by a
nodern hospital of 120 beds, 4 hospitel of 33 beds run by the'
Baptist Mission exists at Bansc, 66 nmiles from Bamenda, with an
‘merican doctor in charge, There are ten Native .idministration
dispensaries and .ne liission dispensary in the Province, There is
a Government Medical Officer stationed at Bamenda who tours the
outlying dispensaries at intervals. .. Medieal Field Unit in charge
of a European Medical Officer and a European assistant is at preseﬁt
touring the Province, concucting research into prevalent diseases
and treating disease on the spot., One anbulance under the orders of
the Medical Officer ié stationed at Bamenda, One travelling Native
Adninistration dispensary has recently been established, and others
will operate if this first one proves a success,

The improvement now being effected ih communications will make™

expansion of the medical services possible,

Communications. The matter of road communications is raised by the

South-Western Federation and the Kom Improvement iissociation, ‘
In this respect the South-iestern area is by‘far better off than
any other area in the Province, ~ ‘ ‘
The fcllowing a.ll season roads are locatéd in the South-Western

area.:

Mamfe-Bamenda - 30 miles approximately.,

Bamenda-Santa - 16 miles cpproximately.
Bamenda-Mbengwi. - 20 mlles approximately.
Bamenda-Bafut (part of Ring Road), -
Bamenda~Banso (pert of Ring Road),

Proposals have becen put forward for a feeder road to connect Batibo
and Mbengwi, .

Regarding the roads mentioned in paragraphrz.(a) of the Kom
Improvement .issociation petition, the Bamenda Njinikom road, which

is a fair motorable route, is maiﬁtained from Native sdministration -
funds: 1t was survcyed by a District Officer in 1924 and constructed

by the:voluntary labour of the villagers along the route,
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4 proposzl to ccnsfruct twenty miles of rond from Njinikom to Wun by
the smme nethod hns roecently becn unler consideration ~nd was
enthusinstically supported by the clders of thc villeges concerned:
it'has becons elear, huwever, that the voluntrry lebour required of the
younz ren will not be forthesning and the scheme has been dropped.

The asserti.mn in the Lon Inprovenent .sseeistion potiticn that there is

. no Post Office necarcr tu Njinikenm thon 40 niles away (Benenda) is

correet, . voluntary letter distribution scrvicc has however been
operated with sucecss since 1946 by ~ nmissi-nary ot Njinikem ond the
Native wdministratiin enploys o mail-runner plying between Nginikom and
Bamenda, The provision of 2 postel ageney ot Njinikom is under

consideration by the Kom Couneil, )

(iv) Trade, The Bamenda Improvenent association is misteken in suzgesting

that n> other European firm than the United ..frica Company 1s
permitted to opcrate in the arez, Other fims would be extrenely
welcome but it is, of coursc, for them and not the .dministration to
judge whether they should undertecke the venture, Both the Kom
Improvement ..ssociation and thc Bamenda Inprovenent iissociation
complain of low produce prices, particularly in comperison with the

prices reccived by the producer in thc French Comercons, and it is

- suggested that Government gives no encouragencnt to coffec growerse

The prige of coffce in French Trustceship Territory is quoted as being

7/%94d againét 24 ét Bcmenda and it is said that facilitics by way of

free transport are provided there, No information is avilable of the
assiséance given by Govermment t¢ growcrs in French Trustceship
Territcry., The price there in 1948 was said to be 10d per pound, b
Bamenda the price is 9d per pound and the coffee is sold to the publig
at 9.2d per 1b, It is doubtful if a hipgher price cculd be paid, at
ruling world markct prices, for ‘coffec for export, owing to the high
cost of transport to sea ports, Plans are slmost compléte for the
bullding of 2 coffee Processing Plent which could be handed over in due
course to a Coffece Growers C:operative Soclety should one be formed.

is regnrds the profits made by loenl growers,'infonnation made
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availablc tc the Schecdule II Tex Cormittees that reasunable profits

are nade.

(v) Preventjve Serviece., The positi:n rcgarcing frontier controls is
discussed in paragraph 51 to 54 of the idministering _authority!s

ébservaticns on Cocuncnt T/PET.L/16, ,
There can'be no question of the abolition of the Fronticr Preventive

Service, but it‘is understood that there is litfle interfercnece with
normal indigenous trading activities across the fronticr, Complaints
of excesses by officers of the Preventive Service.have been made at
intervals, particularly compleints regarding the raiding of marketé,
but no compleints have been reccived of women being stripped for
search and there has been no occasion in the Bamenda Province, and only
cne in the Southern Cemeroons, in recent years when a preventive
official has been oblired to shoot, The Collector of Customs has
found no evidence that his officers have exceeded their powers and is
confident that markets are only inspected when there are good indications
that smuggled articles are displeyed for ssle. Thero is undoubtedlx

considerable traffie of dutiable articles across the f rontier,

(vi) Forest Reserves, The Bamenda Inprovement .issociation protest that
Reserves have been established in an unconstitutional manner, that

unfarmed lands should be reserved and not farm lands, and that the
acquisition rhould be made only after consultation with tribal R
organization and not vhrough a single chief who holds the land in
truét for his people, In particular the Bagangu land under réserve
is referred to (the Bafut-Ngemba Reserve), | .
41l Forest Reserves in the Province have been constituted in a legal
manner and Gazctted, In cvery case an enquiry has been held by
administrative and Forestry Officers and a properly appointed Reserve
8ettlement Officer has submitted a roport to which the marks or
signatures of thc land owners are affixed. The case ¢f the Bagangu
portion of thc Bafut-Ngembe Reserve is discussed in detall in the
Administering Juthority!s observations on the petition of the

Bangengu-.kum community.
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(vii)

Positin of Chicfs.  This subjcct is reforred to. by both the

Bormenda Inprovenont ssocicti.on ~nd the Scuth- cstern chérntion.
The clecticn and deposition of éhicfs is in fact foverned by
Netive Law cnd Custom:  Their remuncration is o nntter for
decision when Hative sathority Councils fromc their ~nnuel
estimetoes,. )

The South~' estern Native ;uthérity, ot o full necting, decided
to pry sclarics or cllcwnnces cnly to”councillors and Tex

Collectors anc to discontinue salary poyments to Village ileads,

~ The nejority of Village leads are in fact either tox collcetors

(viii)

(ix)

or Councillbrs, or bothe Salarics to be paid under Heads I,
IT ond III of the 195051 estinates will be slishtly less than
105 of the Scuth-Uestern Trecsury!s rovenue of £12,270 @

Cvuncillors arc to rcceive £610.

Trx Collectors arce to recelve £550.

nggg;. The inclusi'n of ~hert is now thc Bamenda Province anong
the "prohibited ~rceas” under the Liquor Oidinance (Cap,131)

is pgoverncd by internnticonal treaty, s this control wes
designed to apply to ticharmedan ~reas, ond docs not cxist in
~rcas ncighbouring cn the Brnenda Province which have o similar
way of life, it is not unnaturn~l fhat its application tn the

Banenda Provinee is felt to be anonalous,

Native Courts. The working of the Notive Court system is about

to be reviewed by o Coitdssion of Inquiry appointed by the
Governor of Nigeria, The Notive Courts arce an integral port of
the judieinl system of the territory, nnd, despitc their
shorteonings, rccords and stﬁtistics show that they do a
substontiel mecsure of justice, Complaints of unjust or
biassed decisions in the Mative Courts arc by no means numerous,
end the great majority of the ﬁeople arc wﬁll aware of their
remcdies by way of revicw or appeal;  those who do not kmow

the procedure invariably comploin to an .dministrotive Officer
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and are then ddvised what to do, The statement of Mr,
Godlove Ndangbi znd Mr, M.,M.Gafongbe that Native Court
decisions are zlways upheld un review or appecl by Distriect
Officers is incorrecﬁ; noreover, the District Officer!s
decisions in such cases are not final, and parties
dissatisfied with thcm are well aware that they can take their

caoe tc the Resident,

Petitions. The 2llegation made by the Bamenda Improvement
issocliation thét petiti-ns "are :ften withheld by the local
authorities from reaching the authcrities concerned" has no
foundaticn in fact, Officers of the Administrgtion are
meticulous in respecting the right tc petition. The majoriﬂy
of petitions received refer to Native Court judgments, and where
the petitioner has an avonue of appeal or review the application
is invariably forwarded, If he haé no legnl right to take his
case further his pétition is returned with a letter to explain
why it is not being forwerded and this may provide the

explanation of the Bamenda Improvement lssociaticnts complaint,





