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Observations of the Adninist,ering Authority. 

Note by the Secretariat: The following observations 

were corn.~unicated• to the Secretariat on 27 February 

1950 by the representative of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the 'i'rustei;;:ship 

Council. 

1. The petitioners se,~k the closure of the Roman Catholic School in Biakpa, 

a village which is the headquarters ofrthe' Sub-Division of Biakpa in Awatime 

State in the Southern Section of Togo~and under United Kingdom Trustet:3ehip. 

2. There are two s,chools in Bi:lkpa - the Ewe Pres~yterian Infant/Junior 

School and the Roman Catholic Infant/Junior School. The Ewe Presbyt~rian 

School which was opened in 1912 had an enrolment of 26 in 1946, and 72 in 1949. 
The Roman Catholic School which was opened in 1941 had an enrolment o! ,2 in 

1946 and 79 in 1949, Tha iwe Pr2sbyt~ri~n School had expanded to Standard 2 

by 1949 but the Roman Catholic School in the s3.Ille yt2.ar extended it.s cla:sse.s up 

to Standard 3. 
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3. It is th.::,r,.;forc; cl,nr that, despite tht:: abs13nc,_} of competition, the Ewe 

?re:sbyt_:ri 111 School mad,.:: v,.;ry slow progrGss prior to the opening of the Roman 

Cath01ic School 11t Biakpa., ar.d th3.t th1.e rat;.;, of growth of th~ Rom.an Catholic 

School hns bc:,.on rd~tively r,,pid. 

4, In 1946 th0 future E::duc:i.tional needs of South0r11 Togoland were estimated 

by an Education !)epJ.rtm0nt Survey Te3.l:i. which visitc:d Biakpa and recommended that 

both schools should be cxtcnd~d to indud~ jur1ior classes, Standards 1 and jl. 

5, Shortly ~ftE::r this Survey th~ Ew~ Presbyt~ri11n School opened a Standard 1 

class and was th~n 'designated'. Th0 Biakpa Ro~an Catholic School is still 
1 undesign:i.tc:d 1 but no undue importance should be attach~d to _this fact, 

1 D0signaUon I r..3.y be d-afined o.s th0 sdection of a school for improvement by 

th0 posting of tr~in~d staff to it when such staff becomes available. In 

seh,cting J. school for I design;ition 1 account ir,ust be taken of r:mny factors one 

of th.: most potent of ,,hich would in this cns,:; b.:: U-:0 fact that ~iakpa Ewe 

Fresbyt-:;riri.n School is used as a Practice School by the students of ,'.u;-,edzofe 

T0ach~r Training Colloga. 

6. ii.it.hough thG Census figures only show an increas..: from 409 to 467 

inhabitants Oet\:ern 1931 and 1948 th"' st0ady increas~ in th~ enrolment of both 

schools doe::s provide convincing proof that th.-., Education Department Survey Team 
' 

was justified in r.:::co.:-uncndin£; in 1946 that both schools should include· junior 

classes as th~se faci.li.ti-.:s arc cl1.;arly n<;;:cessary to cater for the eager demand 

for educ.,tfon whic;:h '.lni:r,at,;.s the people of th1::· surrounding area. 

7. The Ho/Kpnndu District EducJ.tion Gor:unitte.;; received a request from the 

peti tionors for th..: closure of th.J Bi:\kpa Rom2.n Catholic School· and at its 

me1;ting in October 1948 "decided" that th0 school should be closed. It must 

be understood that the District Educ:-i.tion Comrd ttee I s functions ar~ in fact 

purely advisory and thJ.t they h,,v...: no power o_f' d~,cision. 

8. Bishop Holland.the Roman Catholic Bis:1.op of the Low.ar Volta Vicariat~, was 

unwilling to close the school ar.d he subsequ,mtly dc;climfrl to concur to_ the 

air,algamation of thtS two_ schools in Biakp:i. under a Joint Board of Management. 

Bishop Holland I s attitude in t-his ;'.1att.Jr can r,i•1dily b.:: justified -foz-, although 
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in m1m.;:;rous casc:s cducationil units h::i.vc voluntari~y_ closed schools which Wt:r..,, 

v.:c;ry much weaker than oth"'r schools in the sam~ town or village and had little 

chance of survival, the_ enrolment in th\., Biakpa schools is approximately the srune 
' . ' 

~nd th~ Rom3.I1 Catholic School (which petitioners ~rroneously consider to be the 

w~aker) has had a much morL: vigorous rate of growth. 1\s the Biakpa Roman 

Catholic Sohool had be~n in cxistc.:nct.: .for scv-.;;n yvars before the Divisional Sub

Chh:f of Biakpa began to w'lk.:, officinl rciprL:sentations for "its closure, his 

r,.;c1.:nt ,attitude is probably_ due to so!lle ,dis:igrc.:::m\.,nt bctw0t.::n the Roman Catholic 

community and himself. In nny cas..:, in vi.::w of tht.:: Administering i.uthority' s 

obligations .und..::r Arttcle· 12 of th~ Trustc,;::1hip l,greement, it is not th6 policy 

of the Gold Coast GovernmE.:nt to clos..:: down schools to suit denomi.natione.l 

conveni.::nce. 

D~tailed eorrunents on th~ petition arcl as follows: 

Para. 1. 

Para. 2. 

Para • .). 

Para. 4. 

-Th0 population of Biakpa according to the 19)1 Census 

was 40), and according to th~ 1948 Census, 467. 

The peopl1.; of Biakpa contributed voluntary labour towards 

'thcl building of the Fume-Biakpa-V~n0 Road which is, however, 

now maintain~d by the Polit1csl ~dro.inietrntion • 
.. 

No village is undor any lugal obligation to provide a school. 

The Biakpa Roman Catholic School was opened in 1941, The 

introduction o! a ~econd deno;nination may hav~ caused 

int~r-denominational strit~ but und0r ilrticle 1.3 of the 

Truste\3_ship Agrcem.;nt the ,\dnd.nistering Authority is 

bound to en5Ure' freedom of conscience. 

Paras., & 6. It is contrary to policf and to Article 12 of the 

Trusteeship Agreement to close down schools except !or 

the most cogent reason5. 

APPENDIX~ In 1949 enrolments were:

Biakpa-Ewe Presbyterian School 

Biakpa Roman Catholic Sohool 

, Tohl 

••• 
••• 
• • I 

72 
79 

151 




